Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  Hbrary  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


„Googlc 


„Googlc 


„Googlc 


IMt^l'IfSBBT  HLM']BIiKE,lU.."UIi. 


:yGoogIe 


MAGNALIA  CHRISTI  AMERICANA; 


%\t  tttcksmiml  pistrarg  of  |ltto-(J^ngIanli; 


FROM  m  PIRST  PLANTIKO,  IS  THE  YliAR  im,  UKTO  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  IGBR. 


IN     SEVEN      HOOKS. 


BY    COTTON    MATHER,    D.  D.,    P.  R.  S., 

AN  INTEODTJCTION  AND  OCCASIONAL  KOTES, 

I'EANSIATIOSS  OF  THE  HEBREW,  GREEK,  AID  lATIK  QD0TAT105S 


A   MEMOIR    OF    COTTON    MATHER. 

BY   SAMUEL   G.   DRAKE,   M.  A.; 


ALSO,    A    COMPREHEHSIVE    IlfDEX,    BY    ANOTHER    IIA^'I1. 


IN   TWO   TOLL'lIES. VOL.    I. 


11  A  8  T  F  0  E  I) : 

SILAS    ANDEUS    AND    SOK. 

1865. 


„Googlc 


SILAS    ANDRU8    &    SON, 


i,  C.  ArmBlropg,  Typographer. 


„Googlc 


ANTIQUITIES. 

THE     FIRST     BOOK 

OF 

THE   NEW-ENGLISH   HISTORY: 


THE  DESIGN  WHERE-OJT,  1  (  THE  SEVERAL  COLONIES 
THE  MANNER  WHERE-JUT,  >  <  OF  NEW-ENGLAND  WERE 
AND  PEOPLE  WHERE-Sr,   )    (PLANTED. 


A  MMATIYE  OF  MANY  MEMORABLE  PASSAGES 


THE    SETTLEMEIfT    OF    THESE    PLANTATIONS, 


AN  ECCLESiASTICiL  MAP  OF  THE   COUNTRY, 


COTTON     MATHER. 


T^JfT^    MOLIS    ERAT, 


HARTFORD: 
ILA8    AlfDEUS    &    SON. 


.KubyGe>ogIe 


„Googlc 


P8KFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  AMERICAS  EDITION. 


The  Publisher  of  this  second  Edition  of  Dr.  Mather's  Magnalia,  has  long  been  Benaibw 
of  the  great  demiind  for  the  Work,  both  by  literary  men  and  all  others  who  wish  to  be 
iie(ipaiiited  with  the  early  history  of  our  country.  The  first  Edition  was  published  in  London 
in  the  year  1703,  in  a  Folio  Volume  of  788  pages.  A  considerable  number  of  Copies  were 
soon  brought  into  New-England;  yet,  as  many  of  these  are  lost,  and  the  work  is  not  to  be 
obtained  in  England  but  with  difficulty,  it  h.is  become  very  scarce.  In  some  instances  it  has 
been  sold  at  a  great  price,  but,  in  most  cases,  those  who  have  been  desirous  to  possess,  or 
even  to  read  the  volume,  have  been  unable  to  procure  it 

The  Magnalia  is  a  standard  work  with  American  Historians,  and  must  ever  continue  to  be 
such,  especially,  respecting  the  affairs  of  New  England  To  tins  portion  of  our  country, 
always  distinguished  for  emigraHons,  a  great  pnrt  of  the  population  of  New-York,  the 
most  impoilant  state  in  the  American  confederal  y,  and  of  all  the  w  estorn  states  north  of  the 
Ohio,  will  always  trace  their  ori^n.  Nor  will  tlie  lapse  of  ages  diminish  their  respect  for 
the  land  of  their  forefathers. 

The  work  now  presented  to  the  Ameriean  public  contains  the  history  of  tlie  Fathers  of 
New-England,  for  about  eighty  years,  in  the  most  authentic  form.  No  man  since  Dr.  Mather's 
time,  bos  had  so  good  an  opportunity  as  he  enjoyed  to  consult  the  most  authentic  documents. 
The  greater  part  of  his  facts  could  be  attested  by  living  witnesses  and  the  shortest  tradition, 
or  taken  from  written  testimonies,  many  of  which  have  since  perished.  The  situation  and 
character  of  the  author  afforded  hitn  the  most  favourable  opportunities  to  obtain  the  docu- 
menta  necessary  for  his  undertaking.  And  no  historian  would  pursue  a  similar  design 
witii  greater  industry  and  zeal. 

The  author  has  been  accused  of  credulity.  This  charge,  however,  will  not  be  advanced 
with  confidence  by  those  well  aequdrited  with  the  chiracter  of  the  times  of  which  he  treats. 
The  great  object  of  the  first  Planters  of  New-England  was  to  form  A  Csristiah  CoMMOfi- 
WBALTH — a  design  without  a  parallel  in  ancient  or  modem  times.  The  judicious  reader 
would  eiipeet  to  discover,  in  the  annals  of  such  a  people,  characters  and  events  not  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  other  communities. — The  geography  and  natural  history  of  the  country  were 
not  the  principal  objects  of  the  author's  attention,  and,  on  these  subjects,  he  has  fallen  into 


The  work  is  botli  a  civil  and  an  ecclesiastical  history. — The  large  portion  of  it  devoted  U> 
Biography,  affords  the  reader  a  more  distinct  view  of  tlie  leading  characters  of  the  times, 
than  could  have  been  given  in  any  other  form. 

The  author's  language  is  peculiarly  his  own.  In  the  rapidity  of  bis  manner,  he  could 
pay  but  little  attention  to  his  style.     Such  as  it  is,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  retain  it,  in 
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vi  PREFACES. 

this  Edition,  as  well  ns  his  orfliographj,  iinaltered*  The  Titles  of  D.  D.  and  P.  R,  S.  were 
given  to  Dr.  Mather  after  Uie  publiealJon  of  this  work,  and  are  now  annexed  to  his  name  in 
the  title-page. 

Many  omissions  in  the  original  work  have  been  recommended,  but  the  puhlialiereoneludes 
to  retuin  the  whole. — He  is  sensible  of  Hie  risk  of  publishing  so  large  n  work,  at  the  present 
time.  But  relying  on  the  utility  of  the  object,  he  entertdns  ft  hope  that  the  liberality  of  the 
public  will  save  him  from  loss. 

T.  K. 

HiwIfimU  Cevnoclical,  Jime  lif,  1930. 


PREFACE    TO    THE    PRESENT    EDITION. 

Whes  I  eneouraged  Mr.  Abdrcs,  some  thttty  years  since,  Ut  republish  the  Venerable 
Magnalia,  it  was  supposed  that  few  copies  would  be  sold,  A  small  part  of  the  community, 
even,  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  work.  It  was  first  printed  in  England,  in  1703.  The 
most  of  the  second  edition  was  soon  disposed  of,  and  for  some  years  past  has  been  scarce. 
The  demand  for  the  work  is  now  increasing.  The  History  of  New-England  cannot  be 
written  without  this  authority.  It  is  equally  important  in  the  department  of  Biogi'aphy  and 
History,  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical.  It  is  stated,  in  tJie  Preface  before  us,  that  "The  great 
object  of  the  first  Planters  of  New-England  was  fo  form  A  Christian  Commob wealth." 
That  is  finely  suggested  by  the  Author,  in  the  elegant  quotation  from  the  great  Latin  Poet, 
with  a  small  variation,  "  TaMic  MoUs  erai,  pro  Christo  crmdei-e  Oeitlem."  And  now  we  may 
say,  by  the  favour  of  Heaveh,  the  work  is  bone,  The  world  looks  with  amazement  on  a 
great  Country,  united  in  one  territory,  more  extensive  than  Eome,  a  great  population  in 
rapid  increase,  all  looking  for  Salvation  In  the  name  of  the  Divihe  Nazareme. 

THOMAS    EOBBINS. 
H-irffori,  Jk«o  Isi,  185B. 

'  It  wiU  be  pctcelTed  thai  lliere  ia  n»t  by  uny  meEtna  a,  tmiformity  In  (he  ortho^phj  of  (his  edition ;  bnt 

a  overlooked,  the  cop;  of  (he  lust  edllion  hes  been  eliictly  MIowed 
r[^  devlaUona  have  been  mode  in  the  ^pogmphj.    QuoljitioD  nmrks 

a  iDlrodnced,  in  lienor  putting  the  nDrneronsqnotntione  In  italic,  to  correspond  nltii  the  antique  style ; 

ferenca  baa  been  made  in  the  t^pe  for  the  oilglnnl  text  and  that  for  the  documenlur;  portian  and  exUwsl) ; 

10  dialiiicUy  msrltliig  each,  thnt  lliey  cannot  be  easily  eonfoHnded.— Tvpoonipmn. 
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ofH.  0.408;  rellglouahebilBsndbeliefiWim  M, 

diaiy,  471;  lila  course  as  pi'eaiilent  of  n.  c,  473; 

Bconn,  Cupt,  pntsues  lbs  Indiana  at  Laneistet',  ii„ 

(jJ9 

theological  cautions,  4T3;  epitaph, 

m 

;,Cj00gle 


CheimlcaJ  speci 
Ohlldi-en,  iiulai 
Chub,  Pasno  o 


633;  hlmse    a  dw  la  on  de  ed  at  Ando  e  S3 

Church  cowQHn  [tdopled  71    chnrch  at  L;n  guth 

TS;  church  at  Rashui J  gathered, 7 

Church  disclpllaa  in  New  B^glBml,  mmai'lta  od,  ii.  33 
Chmcb,  Copt,  his  severe  cDDteet  with  the  IndiiiiB  at 

PucBSBSt,  ii.  963;  faither  eDBOunleii  and  alangh- 

tn-,  574--Ji76 1  ordered  to  Casco  Bu^, OC 

Gbnreii,  John,  iafurnia  of  iDdisne  at  WiiinoplaseaK 

puDdB,il.syO;  Is  Bluiu  by  Indians  BtQnucheoD,..  G3 
Chnrchee,  ecdesiaaUcal  map  of,  SB;  breHellorpil- 

grirai  u  Bluish,  74 ;  at  East-Humpshlie, e 

Ciap,  Julin,  his  i-ematkable  jnveniie  pietf,  II 4E 

aap,  NalhanT,  min,  ofNewporl,  H.l.  B7i  gr.  h.  o.  U.    3 

CSarii,  John,  gr.  H.  0.  )l '. S 

Uacfc,  Lieuc ,  his  iight  with  Indians  at  Gysco, 

doings  iD  SuasQjf,  England, II ....^-  4Q 

aark,  ThomsB,  mln.  of  Cfaelnurord,  ST ;  ssa't  mag. 

14l!gr.H.c.ii 3 

Ctement,  Peter,  hia  Buffijrii^  at  sea,  and  prcHerra- 

ainoi.,Mt.Rlchai'd, 11 

Cobhet,  Samuel,  gr.  B.C.  il 3 

Cobhel,  Thomas,  min.  of  l.;n,  235 ;  htith  in  Ne«r- 
hnrf,  England,  518 ;  accumpaules  Mr.  Davenport 

loNewEn^and, 51 

Coddlnglon,  William,  ass'l  mag 14 

<Mt,  Joaepii,  gr.  H.  e.  il 3 

Cnllier,'  William,  meg.  of  New  P!f  monlh, 11 

Oonlbe^on  of  FailJi  bj  New  England  ohnrches,  il . .  18 

Oonnccticnt,  magiatiates  of, 16 

Convfii'R,  Capt^n  James,  hie  march  lo  Albany  fi-UB- 

Jor^and  made  commissioner  lo  the  Indians......  fl4 

Cole,  Ann,  her  troubles  with  a  witch,  ii 44 

Cole,  Thnmss  and  Ibmlly,  slnln  at  Well!,  ii 63 

Collins,  John,gr.ii.c.  11.30;  death  and  epitaph,..  14 
ColllnB,  Nathaniel,  gr,  H.  0.  Ii S 

Colman,  Benjamin,  gr.  h.  c 
Commenlns.J.  Amoe,eoIlr^ 

Hai-Ku-d  college,  ii 

Cooli,  Ellsha,  ass't  mag.  of  Uaesachusetls,.~ 

Cook^  Elisha,  gr.  a.  0.  il 

Coolie,  Joseph,  gr.  u.  c.  ii 

Cooke,  Joseph,  gr,  tt.  o.  II 

Cullun,  John,  mln.  of  Fljmoutb,  87;  of  Hamplon, 

nectioDwmi  tAeprnsperity  of  Boston,  S53;pai'ent- 
Bge,  a. ;  early  edua 


3,  !S8;e 


aaeulcgi 


ilher* 


mnn,3Tl;d 
1,  ira ;  ohoi- 


"J7  babfsof  llfe,!W 

descrip  uu  uf  his  peisou,  SeU ;  liia  treatlees  and 

pub  shed  d  scourses,  SBl ;  advice  lo  Uie  fuoliUoiis 

eptaph         ! .'s84 

Cotton,  Rowland,  gr.  H.  c.  II 31 

Cotquillerius,  an  early  Protestant, 3a 

Coemote,  Mr.  mag.  of  Connecticut, ' 119 

Cowlson,  Chrialopher,  asel  mag 141 

Craddoch,  Matthew,  aes^  mag.  or  New  England,..  141 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  prevmiled  from  emigrnUng  to 

'*"■="«. 79 

CiDsby,  Thomas,  gr.  H.  fi  11 3» 

Cudworlh,  Capt.  his  Buccesa  ag^nat  the  Indiana  at 

Swan!By,ii 562 

Cndwocth,  James,  mag.  of  New  Plymouth, IIT 

Onlllck,  Jolm,  m^.  of  Conn.,  162 ;  gr,  a.  c.  il 31 

Carlla,  WInlock,  his  Imublea  with  spirits,  or  wiBeen 

Cnshli«,  Ciaeb,mio.ofaiaisbnry,H7;gr.  B.  D.II..    32 
Cuahing,  Jeremlah,mln.ofeoItualB,8T;  gr.H.u.lU    38 

CnUer,  Nathaniel,  gr.  H.  c.  il 31 

Cutler,  Peter,  gr.  H,  o,  ii 33 

Cull,  Mrs.  Ursula,  barbamusly  murdered  by  Indtaiu 
at  PlBcmsqHa  river,  IL 6ST 

D. 

I)agget,CBpl.ThomeE,  hiahdeof  wllchcraR,!!...  426 

Dalton,  Tlmolhy,  minister  of  Hamplon, S35 

Danforlh,  J.  hia  plndarlc  uu  Mather,  3! ;  minister 
of  Dorchester 87 

Danfuiih,  Samuel,  min.  of  Tsanton,  B1;  gr.  b.  □. 
ii.30;  family,  50;  colleague  with  Mr.  miol,  CK) ; 
marriage, 03;  epitaph,..,. 64 

Dare,  Ananias,  his  daughter  the  flrat  white  child 

born  in  Virginia, 44 

Darset,  Joseph,  gr.  H.  c.  il 32 

Davenport,Addiiiglon,gr.  H.  0,11 33 

Davenport,  John,  min.  of  Siamfiird,  SB ;  birth  and 
parentage,  391 ;  goes  to  HulUnd,  324 ;  to  N.  Bng. 
and  mln.  of  N.  Haven,  325 ;  removes  to  Boston, 
328;  death,  329;  published  works,  330;  epll^h, 

331;gr.  H.  o.li 32 

Davenport,  Captain  Nathaniel,  in  Philip's  War,  it. 

SBT;  WUed  In  the  JJaii-MianBet  flghl, 56S 

Davie,  Edmnud.gr.H.  ell 31 

Duiy,  Humphrey,  nesH  meg.  of  New  England, 131 

DaTles,  William,  hia  adventures  at  sea  wilh  nnaeeo 

agencies,  Ii 465 

Davia,  John,  gr.  u.  c.  II 30 

Duvis,  Miijor,  hii  cBptivily,  ii 604 

Dawes,  Lieut,  in  the  Indian  war  of  I6B9, 11 im 

Day,  Ezeklel,  his  strange  alghle  at  Glucesler,  11 ....  0^ 

Dean,  Francia,  min.  uf  Andcvor, 837 

DeltVFIuven,  embarkation  nt, 49 


ogle 


Deuieon,  Dsniel,  us't  meg  of  New  England,  Ml , 

D«DiaoPf  George,  gr  »  e  ii  33    with  hLa  company 

make  yveat  slaughle^  of  lo^Uans,  57 

DenlaoD,  John,  gr  b  c  il  3 

DenlsDD,  WiUian,  gr  a  o  ii  3 

Deotou,  Rlchurd,  min  of  Stamibn),  01.  Hii ,  prori 
oosly  of  WeaUiu^ald,  393 ,  his  eyelem  of  divin- 
ity, sou  «pllf,ph,  3C 
Dermet,  tAr.  rflstoi^  ScLuimto  ilio  indJan  to  his 
imlrj,... 


Ilevil, peopled  America  hy  i 

Beyit-woisblp,  13 ,  11 
DaviUem,  among  Quakers,  il 
D^by,  Sir  KeDelm,  a  benemolur  ol 
Dlodorus,  Slcolus,  )na  flrst  uceouet 
Diecovery  of  America,  Bpoeulatloni 
Divoree,  ecoleelBatnail  rales  tor,  » 
Soddfldge,  John,  a  br.nefliclur  ui  a 
BolllTer,  Ricbard,ceeiHrjDgeEighi 
Done,  John,  mag  of  New  PfymonW 
DonBj,  Rehin,  sag  t^na  Bgreenien 
Doreliesrer,  church  gathered  at] 

DownincE's  daughter,  n  ondarHit  et 


Edwards,  Timothy,™ 


>tun  and  removal  to  New  Englaod,  63« ;  emi- 
cetorplelj,!»3t;  care  and  UMltor  the  Lord's 


ileiial  a 


children,  54B ,  oboroh  discipline,  558;  eiaiigellem, 
SSS,  eocoesa  wilb  the  Indians,  StU;  )iis  Indlun 
IranslaUon  of  the  Bible,  561;  letter  life  aud  death, 

c  IL  30 ,  bia  preucbiog  refoaed  by  the  Wampan- 

osg  IndimiB,  to  tb^r  destruction, 39D 

EHot,John  a  H.B.H 31 

Eliot,  Joseph,  gr  h.  o.  It 31 

Eliot,  Joseph,  gr  ii.c.ii 31 


Ihidlaj,  Jusepb,  Wa  goveinmeiit  m  Ken  Bnglaud, 
l39;BBa'tmag  HI,  gr  h  c  ii 

M8 

Emerson,  John  death  by  Indisns,  u 

Encounter,  the  llvst  with  Indiana, -  -  -  - 

M 

31 

Endicot,  John,  oritnnal  grant-e  of  Massaihusetl", 

Dadley,Pau!,gi  h  c  u 

i2 

Dudley,  ThomBS,  Esq ,  deputj  gov  r,  73 ,  li«  birth 

N  England,  143,  hlrth-place  and  parentage,  150 , 

Bua&rlng  by  sickness,  152    death  and  epitaph, 

Queea  EllMbeih,  13a,  marnoge,  133,  steward- 

Endlcolt,  Capt.  sent  egainsl  the  savages 

Epos,  Daniel,  gr  u  o  ii 

Epea,  Samuel,  gr  h  c  II 

Ann  BradaU'eet,  13*;  epilapb,  ,S  ,  gr  a  c  iL 

30 

EpKrara  on  the  Mothei-s, 

Dadlay,  Thomas,  gr.  a.  o.  11 

Summer,  ass't  mag.  ofH.  Englaod, 

Dummer,  Shiibael,  gr.  B.  c  11  30,  his  mimsb?  at 

W 

York,  612 ;  death  by  indiaa!,  ,b  ,  epitaph. 

Evielh,  John,  gr  u  c  11 

Dunen,  Jonathao,  a  Ctneksi,  his  conduct  at  Maish- 

Bsecution  of  W  C  n  408 ,  of  James  Morgen, 

409 

Seidjil 

P 

offl.o.li,10;  1.408;  revises  the  mehlcalpaahna, 

Fidrbanks,  Marj-,  IsJien  csptivo  iM-  Indian-  11 

»■;  epitaph, 

rumbDm,(;apt  slain  bylndians  at  Pemoqnid,n 

SOI 

DDSlan,  Hannah,  cspllTity  and  heroic  eiplolt  of,  U 

Peavour,  Nicholas,  his  crime  and  execution, 

Dntlen,  Wm.,  auS^lugs  at  s?n,  and  dsliveivnce,  ii 

Feslus,  a  divine  at  Leyden, 

Swighl,Josiah,mln.ofWond^lock,e7,gr  h  c  tl 

Filer,  Jnha,  gr  h  c  11 

Pinch,  Mods  his  diaaaler  with  tha  natives, 

06 

ity,  4M ,  bis  "Real  Cnirlstian," 

' 

5P8 

E 

Fisher,  Danlai,  a  magistrate, 

351 

n-b.  John,  mimsler  of  Chelmstord,  SSS,  birli.  and 

Eastabnmk,  Berlamin,  gr.  a  o  il 

brothers,  «77,  embarks  for  Now  England  in  dia- 

Eastabrouk,  Joseph,  miulstei  o[  Concord, 

guise,  476 ,  pieachs!  at  Salem,  iTI  ,  his  loirml 

Utf,  479,  death  and  epitaph. 

Eaton,  Samoel,  min.  of  N:  Haven,  H35 ,  parenlagB 

Piake,  Moao",  rain  of  Braintree,  87 ,  gr  h  o  il 

tn  Cheshire,  Eng-.SSS;  burial,  560,  gr  h  c  11 

30 

3a 

Eaton,  Theophilust  planu  New  Hiven,  83 ,  lis  gor 

Fitch,  James,  min  of  NorwIOi,  Ct.,  88.  WT ,  mug 

im 

ii. ;  aas-t  mitg.  N.  England,  HI ,  comes  nrilh  Mr 

Flag,  Lieut  slain  by  Indians,  u 

6*7 

Hopkins  to  New  Engliuid,  lU ,  Itiioui  ed  b)  (he 

ninl,  Benrj.mln  of  Braintiee,S'M,  names  of  his 

ting  of  Denmark, 

twin.4«,epilaph, 

Flint,  Thomaa.BSfl'tiQig  oTM  England, 


H  til  Google 


Flynt,  Hem]',  gr.  n.  c 


FLoyd,  CopU  his  flghi  mOi  Indians  at  Wbeelnr^ht's 
iDil,ll.a07;  at  Wells,  61 

Iham,  Jonah,  gt.  h  o  11  ! 

Iharn,  Robert,  min  of  Soulbamplon,  L.  I  S: 

.nne-lelletB,  at  Port  Royal,  Jsiducb,  ' 

«r,  laaac,  gr.  h.  c  11  I 

FoBUr,JohD,gr.H.c.ll  31,  bis  doiDge  favourably 


',  gr  H  c 


man,  Edmund,  rasit  of  Hew  Plymouth, 
raan,  John,  mag.  of  New  Plymouth, 
isher,  Mailini  aii  eiily  navigator  to  Amcr 
r,  M^joi-,  CharleSf  shot  by  Inda  at  Berwic 
sr,  Capt.  his  aeyera  eonlsst  with  the  India 

ii',  NlcliolaB,  hia  name  for  Amprlui, 
it.  Dr.  Thomas,  olton  mlataken, 

G. 

:■[}, ,  killed  at  Natr^;ai]iiett  flgtat,  11 


Gaixlner,  John,  Ms  letter  ftom  Nantookt*  OB  Uia  I 

dian«,il 

Gardner,  Joseph,  Captain  in  PhUlp^  war,  11  567 

Gamer,  CopL  hla  pursnit  of  the  Indians,  it 

Gendal,  Cap(.  anrprlaed  hy  the  Indiana,  il 

Gerlsb,  Capt  John,  his  gainson  Iroubled  vrltli  th 

Indi""," 

Getriah,  Joseph,  mln  ofWenham,W,  gr  h  c 

Gerrleh,  Sarah,  her  captivity  at  Huocheoo,  11  592 

return  to  her  mends, 

Gibbons,  Edward,  aastniJ«  ofN8wEngland,14 

Gihba,  Henry,  gr.H.Ei  11 

Gilbert,  MaUhew,  nli«  of  Connectiont, 

Ollben,  Thomas,  mln  of  Topsfleld,  237 ,  epitaph 

Chnrleslown, 

GileH,  Thomas,  ti'eacberously  killed  by  luds  11 
Gilson,  Wmiam,  mag  olN  Plymoath, 

Glover,  John,  gr.  H.  o  11 

GoK  Thomas,  67 ;  ass'l  mag  of  K  England, 

Gokl,  Nathan,  meg.  ot  Connecticut, 

Goodwin,  John,  of  Boston ,  hla  Iroubla  wilb  inv 

, and  wife,  mni-dered  at  Ruwli 

Uebitsbet,  her  captlvll  '   ' 


GoBnold,CaptBartholMne«,Barly\nyag6to  \m'a. 
Gouge,  James,  cooimands  a  eloop  at  Wells  flght,  il 

Gtatlon,  John,  remark^bly  preserved  at  sea,  11 
Greet  Authota,  allusions  to. 


IS  jirooecdii^  at  Wetb,  II 


Jilgaon,  Thomas  mag  of  Conaeotioill,  It 

iiosvenor,  William,  gr  u  o.  II  i 

Juiana,  contemplated  as  a  place  of  cpiigratloD  ftom 


ladden  Geor^ 


r,  135,  ! 


Halo,  Bobert,  gr  e  c  II 

Haley  ■ ,  SErgeanl  in  the  Indhm  ware,  11 

Hal],  Capl  Nathaniel,  engagemeat  wilh  lads  11 
Hambden  Mr  deterred  IVom  emigratu^  to  N  E 

Hammond,  M^or,  WllUam,  taken  captive  by  lu 

atKiltBry,n  631,  redeemed, 
Hampshire,  Cast,  churches  atj 
Hancock,  John,  gr  h  c  II 
Hancock,  Mi  minlBler  ot  York  and  WeUs, 
Hanlej]  Joseph,  gr  u  c  ii 


o  cases  of  wi 
07,  hisloiyo 
ndCourt,9, 

chcrfltl,Bll,  hisUluboo 
eqnesl  ot  John  Hai-vard 

fhnnded, 
by  Gen 
16,  laws 

vard,  John, 

235;  his 

vard,John,h 

s  beqiUBt  to  Harvard  ci 

,1.11.10 

1't 

rlakenden,  Ro 
rirord,  setllen 

ger,  ass't  mag.  of  Hew  England,,, 
ent  of-commenced  IW>ra  Cam 

141 

Haselrlg,  Sir  Arthur,  deteried  l^om  emigrating  to 

New  England,  79 

IlBslrngs,  John,  gr  h  c  11  31 

Hatherly,  Timothy,  mag  ot  New  Plymouth,  117 

Hawthorn,  Capt  William,  ass't  mag  of  N  E.  Ml , 

sent  to  Bobdue  the  Indians  at  Casco,  11  578 

Haynes,  John,  gr  h  c  il  30 

Hoynes,  John,  gr  a.  o  H  32 

Haynes,  Joseph,  gr  a  a  II  31 

Heard,  Ellzahelh,  eurpd^ng  adventures,  and  escape 

ICaia  Indians,  n  ^l 

Hegun,  Indian,  his  singular  death,  11  GS9 

Henchman,  Lapt  Ilanlel,  bis  march  against  Inds  li  501 
HenReld,  Bdmund   rescues  Bennet  and  others  at 

Heyhn,  Dr  Peter  often  mistaken,  -M 

Eibbons,  WUllam,  aselmag  of  New  England,         UI 
Hlgginson,  Francis,  min  ot  balem,  233 ,  the  Noah 


epilflphf.--- -'■-- 

13—18;  recorded  tn  « 
HigglBBon,  NnUiKii*!  gr 


rn  to  the  MognBlia, 


Utll,  Cnpt.  Juhn,  hia 
Bill,  Juacph,  &  bene 
HInkley,  Ttaomis,  n 
Hour,  Leonard,  mat 
aodepllupb,  IS;  i 
Hobort,  Genhnid,  n 

Hubact,  Juphei,  gr. 
Bobart,  leremlah,  i 

8T.H-0.1I 

Hobul,  Jaebnii,  gr.  i 


b,  miniaWr  of  Newtown,  87 


HoligSe,  John,  gf- H.  0.  ii 3 

HollBim,  Jereralidi,  gr.  M.  0.  II 3 

Maj-Flower, St 

Hoolc,  Wniisip,  mlnlaler  oCH,  Hnven,  S36;  ratuuB 

toEngknd.Safi;  piece  of  buiial, 38' 

Hooker,  Bmo'l,  min.  of  FarDilDgloii,  S3 ;  gr.  s.  0.  U.  3< 
Hooker,  Thoniafl,  etnlgrales  lo  Hartford,  81 1  peace- 
able slDle  of  hiH  cburcb,  34S ;  birlh  and  parentage, 
333;  lilBpetBeciitioiia,338;  gaeBloHoUaiid,33Di 
i9cape(romEiie;liu]d,340l  rebuked  by  alad,  3iS; ' 
otjai'itlea  at  Hai-dbrO,  340 ;  hia  tbeology,  3tt;  bie 

clo^ng  eermoa  aud  death,  3iD;  epilapK ^ 

Hope-Hood,  an  lodian,  hortibljr  murdera  a  bo;,  li. 

atiB;  iBEl^unby  htsfrieodbymislilce, 60 

Hopkins,  Edward,  gov.  of  Conuectlcul,  143;  blttk, 
». ;  devoUou  u>  religion,  and  bappy  dealb,  147; 

i^ilaph,  148;  abeneCiclororH.  0.  ii 1 

Hopkins,  Slephen,  nn«.  of  New  Plymouth, 11 

Hopkins,  William,  mag.  of  Conneotiont, 16 

Horniue,  his  dlscoBtaee  on  Iba  flrat  peopling  of 

Hornjbrook,  Jobn,  eigne  B  treaty  of  peace,  11 «S 

Horlado,  Antonio,  and  wife,  tlielt  troubles  with  In- 

Tialbles,ii « 

Hougb,  Atlenon,  aee't  mug.  of  New  England, 14 

Hougli,  Samuel,  miuister  of  Reading, S3 

Howe,  Ephroloi,  bis  dismttotu  voyage  )Wim  Nov 

Kavon  Id  Boston,  II 34 

Howe,  James,  beflued  sajrlngof, 3 

Howe,  John,  bis  teetlnloay  on  Ibe  tifb  of  Fbipps;. .  IE 

Howell,  John,  aesH  mag.  of  Conitecticut, 16 

Howkins,  Anibony,  mug.  ut  ConoecUiMit, 16 

Howlaod,  Johii,niag.ofNewPlymoutb, 11 


ltd,  Job] 


Hull,  Geoige,  mag.  of  C 


It,  314;  a 


«.  Eng.  i4 


.  163 


Haruai'd  college,  li 11 

i.of  IsteofShoaia, £3fl 

H alien, KatiLrtniel,  a  benefactor U> B.  o.  ii.........    li 

Huuipbrey,  Jobn,  grantee,  67;  asa^t  mag.  of  N.  E...  141 

HnnfOi-d,  Thomas,  minister  of  NorwDlk, 337 

Hungare,  Philip,  woDderCUtly  saved  at  sea  with  his 


u„m,tl 

tbaniel,gr.i.. 
onathan,  rem 

rksbly 

iii^'ri'fi'ftom 

Bldlhlg, 

iulchings, 
England 

amuel,a 

TkoPIBS, 

capU 

Bwllb  the  Indians,  ii... 
,07;  ssstinBg,  of  New 

Ann,  be 
Cap(.& 

rep 

tation 
slain 

lutohinson 

bytheNiprauck 

Hntehln, 

sun,  M«j-  Elisba,  tss'l  m 

141; 

dlansatWel!9,ii.610;bl 

ceedi 

gs  there  DS 

n-chief, 

IdieneBS 
Idlers,  g 
Incfl,  Joi 

i    Boslo 

ren      \ 

B.O.  ii 

led.onlamtl 

?  at  Plymouth,  3S, 

drst  enc 

e  seltlets  a 

Piv 

*d  Into  Am 

rlca  by  the 

Jevii, 

,S1;  nui 

dson-e  rive 

oro  foiini 

at  Plymouth, 

earaoCtli 

English,  M 
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^oolmBster and  preacher,  440;  min.  of  Prescotf , 
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his  account  of  a  hurricBne  on  Uie  coast  of  New 
England,  ib. ;  bis  rules  fbi  mlnislerB,  4$1 ;  pnb- 
licaUous,4ii3;  moderator  of  a  conncil  ofmlnis- 

tere,4S4;  alcknsH  and  death, K 
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Mather,  WBrbam,eonof  Eleazer,  IT;  gr.  a.  o.  II..    i 

MatUiowa,  MoRlecal,  gr.  H.  c.  11 E 
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Mitark,  Bicheni,  b]9  profession  of  Chrtsaanlij  and 

deatli,  11.  43Q;  htstbree  dnu^hleo, 41 
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colony  agaioBl  the  Indians,  SIS;  who  sign  ui 

SIT;  hisconlampt  ofdealh,  fJJO;  Ibe  tneldonla 
of  his  life  prSwrlllen  in  London  by  an  astrologer, 
2»;  hia  IndiS^ence  thereat,  oonsidsripg  il  the 

character,  ^4;  sBllod  lo  England  for  trial,  235, 


Pbtpps,  Samuel,  gr  h 
Pblpps,  Thomas,  gr  h  o  11 
PhmnlDiaos,  their  early  disooi 
Pieice,  Capl,  Miobael,  his  bk 


m  agabisl  Port  Poyfil,  I! 


I  Spaniards,  11 


PiUe,-John,  min.'  of  Dover,  Bs';  II.  541 ;  f 
31;  his  accoant  of  Indian  Ingediee, , , , 
PIte,  Joseph,  aherif;  kiilid  by  Indians,  II 
Pike,  Robert,  ass'I  mag.  of  New  England,. , 


S.  Engisni 


Plymonlb,  magisli'ales 


loe,  Isaac,  ace  of  strange  slgbls  atO 
Lce,'niomas,  mag.  of  NewPlynioutIi 


Psalms,  Metrical,  translation 


,  thvoured  by  King  Jamee,  49 ;  their  affllc- 
ndlldoiny,5U;  sail  from  9oiilbamplon,i(.; 
sr  Cape  Cod,  ib. ;  their  auflferings  by  sick- 
id  death,  54;  compared  with  Peter  Martyr, 


Qundi-lgarim,  an  ear 
"Qnakera,  Enconnfe  , 


C  oogle 


RoDln80ii,Joliii,gr.  H.  D.  ii 3i 

Rngere,  Daniel,  gr.  H.  o.  IE 3* 

Kngei-s,  Ezekiel,  mln.  ofRovlaj,  838;  hia  blilli, 
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Hmllh,  Ralph,  pastor  at  Lejdan,  60,  atPljmoi 
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lElOm  OF  COTTON  MATHER,  D.D.,  E.R.S. 

BY  SAMUEL  G.  DRAKE,  M.A. 


The  succession  of  eminent  men  by  the  name  of  Mather,  through  a 
period  of  above  one  hundred  yeara,  waa  enough  to  make  that  name  con- 
Bpicaous  for  several  ages  or  generations,  after  those  who  gave  the  impres- 
sion had  passed  away.  The  subject  of  this  notice,  (though  by  no  means  the 
last  of  the  Mathers,)  was  the  last  of  the  three  great  men  of  the  name,  who 
so  indehbly  impressed  his  fame  upon  the  age  iu  which  he  hved,  that  no 
length  of  time  is  likely  to  obliterate  it;  and  it  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
three  Mathers  should  have  followed  each  other  in  importance  in  unbroken 
succession.  Not  that  the  successors  were  better  men  than  their  predecessor, 
but  there  seems  to  have  been  an  accumulation  of  fame  attached  to  each, 
something  in  proportion  to  the  amount  and  number  of  their  literary  pro- 
ductions ;  for,  while  the  iirst  of  the  series,  the  Bev.  Eichaed  Mathee, 
published  but  very  few  worlds,  perhaps  not  above  eight  or  nine,  yet  there 
have  not,  probably,  lived  in  New  England  to  this  day,  any  three  men,  of 
one  name  and  family,  who  have  been  authors  of  an  equal  number  of  pub- 
lications.    Those  of  our  author  alone  number  three  hundred  and  eighty-two* 

It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  at  all  into  an  examination  or  exhibition  of 
the  religious  views  and  theories  of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  :  those  can  be  best 
understood  by  a  perusal  of  his  writings;  while,_at  the  same  time,  it  is  the 
duty  of  his  biographer  to  rebuke  those  who,  it  is  conceived,  have  calum- 
niated him. 

It  may  be  justly  said  of  Cotton  Mather,  that  he  was  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  men  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived;  not  only  remarkable  on 
one,  but  on  many  aecounta;  and  for  none,  perhaps,  more  than  for  his 
wonderful  precoeiousness,  or  the  early  intuitiveness  of  his  mind.  His 
memory  was  likewise  very  extraordinary.     The  acquirement  of  knowledge 

"  Life  by  hia  sop,  Rev.  Samuel  Mnther,  D.  D.,  who,  in  another  place,  says  thdi'  number  is 
iJireekundTtd  and  eig}iti/-three.  Eventiiisia  not  quite  all, as  will  be  seen.  Dr.  Samuel  Mntlier 
WHS  on  able  and  learned  Divine,  and  hia  own  publishud  worlis  are  quite  nnmerous.  On  the 
rebuilding  of  Paneuil  Hall  in  Boston,  a  Charily  Sermon  was  preached  in  it,  March  6th,  1763, 
"  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,"  nai  Dr.  Mather  was  appointed  t«  deliver  it. — News  Letter, 
March  Wih,  1763.  C  ^  OOO 1 1' 
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seems  to  have  been  with  him  accomplished  almost  without  effort;  and  his 
writings  show  that  they  were  generally  drawn  from  the  store-house  of  his 
mind,  where,  frooi  reading  and  observation,  they  had  been  from  time  to 
time  deposited.  Authors  who  write  from  this  source  alone,  are  generally 
diffuse,  and  wanting  in  those  very  essential  and  minute  particalara,  whioh 
in  these  days  constitute  so  important  a  part  of  every  man's  writings.  His 
style  is  very  peculiar;  and  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  writings 
of  the  "famous  Thomas  Fuller,"  can  hardly  doubt  that  Cotton  Mather 
attempted  to  mate  that  writer's  composition  a  modelfor  his  own.  Still,  he 
falls  considerably  short  of  Fuller  in  his  attempts  at  witty  conceits ;  in  them 
the  latter  is  always  happy,  while  the  former  is  seldom  so.  Yet  it  is  believed 
that  a  volume  might  be  made  up  from  his  writings,  which  would  be  well 
entitled  "Curiosities  and  Singularitie.s  of  Cotton  Mather,"  equal,  if  not 
superior,  in  interest  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  appeared. 

His  ability  for  acquiring  languages  has  probably  been  surpassed  by  bat 
very  few,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  master  of  more  languages  than  any 
other  person  in  New  England  in  his  time.  Of  the  Latin,  especially,  it 
mhst  be  confessed,  he  made  a  most  pedantic  use,  bringing  in  passages  from 
it  at  all  times,  as  though  every  body  understood  it  iis  well  as  himself. 

So  far  as  it  is  now  remembered,  Dr.  Douglass  seems  to  have  been  the 
author  of  the  fashion  or  practice,  so  much  in  vogue  of  late  years,  of  revil- 
ing Cotton  Mather.  Tt  has  been  carried  to  such  an  extreme  in  some  quar- 
ters, that  whoever  presumes  to  mention  his  name,  does  it  at  the  peril  of 
coming  in  for  a  share  of  obloquy  and  abuse  himself.*  Some  not  only 
charge  him  with  committing  all  sorts  of  errors  and  blunders,  but  they 
bring  against  him  the  more  serious  charge  of  misrepresenting  matters  of 
fact.  Now,  it  would  be  well  for  those  who  bring  those  charges,  to  look 
carefully  to  their  own  works.  It  may  he,  if  they  cannot  see  any  thing 
pedantic,  puerile  or  false  in  them  themselves,  others  may  come  in  contact 
with  errors  even  worse  than  those  of  stupidity. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  mind  of  Dr.  Mather  was  strangely  and 
wonderfully  constituted ;  and  whoever  shall  undertake  an  analysis  of  it, 
will  find  a  more  diificult  task,  perhaps,  than  those  have  found,  who  content 
themselves  with  nothing  further  than  vituperative  denunciations  upon  the 
fruits  of  it.  Literature  owes  a  vast  deal  to  Cotton  Mather;  especially  for 
his  historical  and  biographical  works.  Were  these  alone  to  be  struck  out 
of  existence,  it  would  make  a  void  in  these  departments  of  our  literature, 
that  would  probably  confound  many  who  affect  to  look  upon  them  with 
contempt.  Even  Dr.  Douglass,  although  he  has  written  it  down  for  truth, 
that,  to  point  out  all  the  errors  in  the  Magnalia,  would  be  to  copy  the 
whole  book,  is  nevertheless,  very  much  indebted  to  it  for  facts  in  many 

*  The  author  (of  the  Magnalia)  said,  when  wdting  his  grent  work,  that  "  he  liiid  no  qnou- 
tion  but  there  would  be  some  with  henrtsfnll  of  serpent  .and  venom,"  who  would  "ficovirge 
Tiim  with  scorpions  "  for  the  pains  he  had  talien. 
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parts  qf  the  very  work  iu  which  he  has  made  that  statement;  hence  it 
would  be  very  bad  logic  that  would  not  charge  Dr.  Douglass  with  copying 
errors  into  his  work,  knowing  them  to  be  errors.  It  would  be  very  easy 
to  point  to  some  writers  of  our  own  time,  equally  obnoxious  to  the  same 
plain  kind  of  logic;  and  a  late  writer,  of  very  good  standing,  has  with 
great  apparent  deliberation  said,  that  "it  is  impossible  to  deny,  that  the 
reputation  of  Cotton  Mather  has  declined  of  late  years."  This  may  have 
been  his  belief;  but  it  is  very  singular  that  that  same  author  should,  at 
the  same  time,  make  the  largest  book  on  the  life  of  a  man,  in  such  a  state 
of  dedine,  that  had  hitherto  appeared!  But  there  need  be  no  concern  for 
the  reputation  of  Cotton  Mather,  even  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies;  and 
it  is  not  intended  to  set  up  a  special  defence  of  him  or  his  writings.  AU 
his  biographer  need  to  do,  is  to  caution  those  a  little  who  want  caution, 
and  save  them,  if  he  may,  from  having  the  windows  in  their  own  houses 
broken,  by  the  very  missiles  they  themselves  have  thrown. 

The  genealogy  subjoined  to  this  notice  will  give  the  necessary  statistical 
'facts  of  births,  marriages,  &c.,  in  the  Mather  family;  it  is  not  necessary 
therefore  to  repeat  them  here,  but  to  proceed  at  once  to  notice  some  of  the 
prominent  events  in  the  life  proposed. 

Cotton  Mather  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in,  1678,  being  then  but 
sixteen  years  of  age.  At  this  early  period  he  drew  up  systems  of  the 
sciences,  and  wrote  remarks  upon  the  books  which  he  read.  He  made  an 
almanack  for  1683,  which  was  printed  anonymously.*  This  was  unknown 
to  his  son  {who  wrote  his  life),  or  he  omitted  to  include  it  among  his  works 
from  some  other  cause.  As  a  proof  that  it  was  unknown  to  bis  son,  other 
works,  of  which  he  is  known  to  be  the  author,  are  omitted  also.  To  men- 
tion but  one,  "Manuductio  ad  Ministerium — Directions  for  a  Candidate  of 
the  Ministry,"  &c.,  12mo.  150  pages.  In  1684,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
he  was  ordained  minister  of  the  North  Church  in  Boston,  as  colleague  with 
his  father.  Two  years  after,  he  began  his  career  as  an  author.  His  first 
publication  (according  to  his  son's  list  of  his  works)  was  "  A  Sermon  to 
the  Artillery  Company  in  Middlesex."  From  this  time  to  his  death, 
namely,  from  1686  to  1727,  no  year  passed  in  which  he  did  not  publish 
something;  thus,  in  a  period  of  forty-one  years  were  produced  above  283 
books  and  tracts;  giving  to  each  year,  on  an  average,  about  seven  works. 
He  understood  one  or  more  of  the  Indian  languages,  and  published  some 
books  in  one  of  them,  if  no  more.  In  1706  he  published  one,  not  found  in 
the  catalogue  above  mentioned.  He  also  published  some  in  Spanish  and 
some  in  Latin. f 

In  1692,  Dr.  Mather  published  his  "  Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World." 
This  was  Ms  account  of  the  witchcraft  cases  of  that  time.  In  this  he  laid 
himself  especially  open  to  the  charge  of  credulity,  which,  it  cannot  bo 

*  See  N.  Eng.  H.  G.  Reg.  vii.  345,    The  authority  there  indicated  is  Hon.  Judge  S.  SewalL 
f  See  p.  32,  vol.  i.,  of  the  Magnolia,  for  some  account,  by  the  author,  how  ho  cotiiposed  it 


stod  by  Google 


XxxJi  MEMOIE    OP   COTTON    MATHEE. 

denied,  is  pretty  well  sustained.  But  something  more  tlian  bare  credulity 
seems  to  have  possessed  his  mind  in  those  times;  and  lie  was  probably  aa 
much  under  the  influence  of  witchcraft  as  any  to  whom  that  "sect,"  as  Dr. 
Douglaaa  calls  it,  was  imputed.* 

Many  have  reproached  Dr.  Mather,  as  though  he  was  the  author  of  that 
dismal  and  awful  delusion.  This  is  singularly  unjust.  He  was  himself  one 
of  the  deluded ;  and  this  is  the  only  charge  that  can  lie  against  him  relative 
to  it.  All  the  world  then  believed  in  witchcraft,  and  people  entered  into 
it  according  to  their  temperament  and  circumstances.  The  delusion  was 
not  a  native  of  New  England,  but  an  exotic  from  the  father-land;  and  it 
had  been  well  if  this  had  been  the  only  one  imported  thence.  Even  when 
prosecutions  had  ceased,  there  was  not  a  cessation  of  a  belief  in  the  reahty 
of  witchcraft;  its  progress  was  stayed  from  a  very  different  cause,  as  is 
now  too  well  known  to  be  entered  into  or  explained.  Even  to  the  present 
day  there  are  thousands  who  believe  in  its  reality;  and  that  belief  can  only 
be  extirpated  by  the  progress  of  genuine  knowledge.  Within  the  remem- 
brance of  the  writer,  one  might  ride  from  Boston,  in  a  single  day,  with  a 
very  moderate  horse,  into  a  New  England  town  where  the'  belief  in  witch- 
craft was  very  general,  and  where  many  an  old  horse-shoe  could  have 
been  seen  nailed  to  half  the  bedsteads  in  the  town  to  keep  away  those  vile 
miscreants  who  came  riding  through  the  air  upon  broomsticks,  or  across 
the  lots  upon  the  back  of  some  poor  old  woman,  who  perhaps,  from  some 
malady,  had  not  lef^  her  house  for  years.  How  much  short  of  a  day's  ride 
by  steam  or  otherwise  it  would  now  be  necessary  to  talie  to  reach  a  place 
where  the  belief  exists,  is  left  for  the  conjecture  of  others. 

Cotton  Mathee  was  undoubtedly  the  most  prominent  author  who  wrote 
on  witchcraft,  and  in  the  full  belief  of  it,  in  his  time,  in  this  country;  this 
circumstance  accounts  for  his  being  singled  out  by  "one  Hohert  Cahf" 
who  attacked  him  with  complete  success — complete,  because  he  had  reason 
and  truth  on  his  side — in  his  book,  which  he  called  "More  Wonders  of 
THE  Invisible  World,"  &c.  This  he  published  in  London,  in  a  quarto 
volume,  in  the  year  1700.  In  this  book,  Calef  styles  himself  "Merchant, 
of  Boston  in  Neiu  England."  Now,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary, 
it  may  not  be  unfair  to  presume  that  Calef  issued  his  work  quite  as  soon 
as  he  dared  to,  and  quite  as  soon  as  public  opinion  would  tolerate  a  work 
which  had  for  its  aim  a  deadly  blow  against  a  belief  in  the  imaginary  crime 
of  witchcraft.  For  it  is  known  that  as  soon  as  Calef 's  book  did  appear,  some 
of  Dr.  Mather's  fi-iends  came  out  with  another  work  against  that  author, 
from  the  title  of  which  alone  its  contents  can  pretty  w^ell  be  judged  of 
It  is  "Some  pew  Eemarks  upon  a  Scandalous  Book  written  by  one 
Robert  Calep."  But  this  book  and  its  authors  are  alike  unknown,  while 
Calef  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  bencfafltors  of  mankind. 

*  In  reckoning  up  the  various  religious  sects  in  New  Bnglsind,  that  authov  puts  down 
uriicherafi  aa  one  of  theml     Summary,  &e. 
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The  foreign  correspondence  of  Dr.  Mather  was  very  extensive;  "so. 
that,"  says  his  son,  "I  hav^  known  him  at  one  time  to  have  above  fifty 
beyond  sea."  Among  his  correspondents  were  many  of  the  most  learned 
and  famous  men  in  Europe;  as  Sir  Eicharb  Blagkmorb,  Mr.  'WHiSTOtr, 
Dr.  DicsAGULiERS,  Mr.  Pillionerb,  Dr.  Franckius,  Wm.  "Waller,  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  Dr.  Woodward,  Dr.'JuBiN,  Dr.  Watts,  &o.  In  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  in  1743,  Dr.  Watts  says  "he  had  enjoyed  a  happy  corres- 
pondence with  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  for  near  twenty  years  before  his  death, 
as  well  as  with  the  Eev.  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  his  son,  ever  since." 

In  1710,  came  out  a  book  from  the  pen  of  our  author,  which  he  entitled 
"BonifcLcius:  An  Essay  upon  the  Good  to  be  devised  by  those  who  vrould 
answer  the  great  End  of  Life."  lu  this  work  are  many  escellent  maxims 
and  reflections,  but  its  popularity  has  probably  been  very  much  enhanced 
by  what  Dr.  Franklin  has  said  of  it.  Dr.  Mather  was  well  aoq^uainted  with 
Franklin  when  the  latter  was  a  young  man ;  and  when  Franklin  was  an 
old  man,  in  the  year  1784,  in  writing  to  Samuel  Mather,  son  of  Cotton, 
he  thus  alludes  to  it  in  his  happy  style:— "When  I  was  a  boy,  I  met  with 
a  book  entitled  'Essays  to  do  Good,''  which  I  think  was  written  by  your 
father.  It  bad  been  so  little  regarded  by  a  former  possessor,  that  several 
leaves  of  it  were  torn  out;  but  the  remainder  gave  me  such  a  turn  of 
thinking,  as  to  have  an  influence  on  my  conduct  through  life;  for  I  have 
always  set  a  greater  value  on  the  character  of  a  doer  of  good  than  on  any 
other  kind  of  reputation."  In  the  same  letter  is  to  be  found  that  often-told 
anecdote  of  an  interview  he  once  had  with  Doctor  Mather.  This,  too,  that  it 
may  lose  nothing  at  the  writer's  hands,  is  given  in  its  author's  own  words: 
"You  mention  being  in  your  seventy-eighth  year;  I  am  in  my  seventy- 
ninth;  we  are  grown  old  together.  It  is  now  more  than  sixty  years  since 
I  left  Boston,  but  I  remember  well  both  your  father  and  grandfather;  hav- 
ing heard  them  both  in  the  pulpit,  and  seen  them  in  their  houses.  The 
last  time  I  saw  your  father  was  in  the  beginning  of  1724,  when  I  visited 
him  after  my  first  trip  to  Pennsylvania.  He  received  me  in  his  library, 
and  on  my  taking  leave  showed  me  a  shorter  way  out  of  the  house  through 
a  narrow  passage,  which  was  crossed  by  a  beam  over  head.  We  were  still 
talking  as  I  withdrew,  he  accompanying  me  behind,  and  I  turning  partly 
towardshim,  when  he  said,  hastily,  'Stoop,  stoop/'  I  did  not  understand  him 
till  I  felt  my  head  hit  against  the  heam.  He  was  a  man  that  never  missed 
any  occasion  of  giving  instruction,  and  upon  this  he  said  to  me,  '  You  are 
young,  and  have  the  world  before  you;  stoop  as  you  go  through  it,  and  you 
unll  miss  many  hard  thumps.^  This  advice,  thus  heat  into  my  head,  has 
frequently  been  of  use  to  me ;  and  I  often  think  of  it,  when  I  see  pride 
mortified,  and  misfortunes  brought  upon  people  by  their  carrying  their- 
heads  too  high."  This  moral,  so  essentially  good  in  itself,  does  not  need 
the  high  recommendation  of  a  Franklin,  though  but  for  him  it  would  not, 
YOL.   1,^0 
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probably,  bave  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  every  youth  who  has 
learned  or  may  yet  learn  to  read. 

It  may  be  too  much  a  custom  to  dwell  on  the  errors  and  misfortunes  of 
people  while  living;  and  to  err,  on  the  other  hand,  by  making  their  char- 
acters appear  too  well  after  they  have  passed  away ;  especially  if  they  have 
been  sufficiently  conspicuous  in  life  to  require  a  written  memorial  after 
their  decease.  Though  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  had  enemies  while  living,  his 
memory  has  been  pursued  with  more  malignity,  since  his  death,  than  has 
happened  to  that  of  most  men ;  and,  as  is  conceived,  without  suf&cient  rea- 
son, and  which  could  only  be  warranted  by  the  most  undoubted  proofs 
that  he  has  piu-posely  led  his  readers  into  errors,  and  that  he  acted  falsely 
on  the  most  important  occasions;  and  that,  finally,  he  was  too  bad  a  man 
to  make  any  acknowledgment  of  all  this,  though  conscious  of  it,  when  he 
took  bis  final  departure  with  the  messenger  of  his  last  summons. 

The  following  account  of  Dr.  Mather's  death  and  funeral,  is  taken  ver- 
hatvm  from  the  Reiu  England  WeMy  Journal,  of  the  19th  and  26tb  of 
Tebruary,  1728 : 

"Last  Tuesday  in  the  Forenoon,  between  8  and  9  o'clook,  died  here  the  very  Reverend 
COTTON  MATHER,  Doctor  in  Dimnily  of  Olasco,  ani  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  Lou- 
■dan,  Senun-Pastor  of  the  Old  North  Church  in  Boston,  and  an  Overseer  of  flarooi-ti-Con^e; 
^  whose  Death  Persons  of  aU  Rariks  are  in  Concern  and  Sorrow.  He  v/aa  perhaps  the  friiu 
ci^al  OjTiflflien!  of  this  Country,  the  greatest  Scftoto-that  ever  was  bred  in  it.  Bnt  besides  his 
universal  Learning;  his  exalted  Piety  and  extensive  Cftaniy,hi9entertaming  IVi;,  and  singular 
goodness  of  Temper  recommended  him  to  all,  tJiiit  were  Jndges  of  real  and  distingnished  merit. 

"After  having  spent  above  Forty  seven  years  in  the  fdthfu!  and  unwearied  Discharge  of  a 
lively,  zeal ons  and  awakening  Minislry,  and  in  incessant  Endeavors  to  do  good  and  spread 
abroad  the  Glory  of  CHRIST,  he  finished  his  Course  with  a  divine  Composure  and  Joy,  the  day 
affer  his  Birtft  Ony  which  compleated  his  Sixty  Fifth  year;  being  horn  on  Feb,  13,1662-3." 

"  On  Monday  last  the  Remains  of  the  Late  very  Reverend  and  Learned  Dr.  Cotton  Mather, 
who  deceas'd  on  Tuesday  the  13th  Instant,  to  the  great  Loss  and  Sorrow  of  this  Town  and 
Country,  were  very  honourably  interred.  His  Reverend  Colleague  in  deep  Mourning,  with  the 
Brethren  of  the  Church,  walMng  in  a  Body  before  the  Corpse.  The  six  first  Ministers  of  the 
Bosffln  Lecture  supported  thePaU.  Several  Gentlemen  of  the  bereaved  Flock  took  then'  turns 
to  bear  the  Coffin.  After  which  follovifed,  first  the  bereaved  Relatives  in  Mourning;  then 
his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Govemour,  the  Honourable  His  Majesty's  Coancil,  and  House  of 
Representatives;  and  then  a  large  Train  of  Ministers,  Justices,  Merchants,  Scholars  and  otJier 
principal  Inhabitania,  both  Men  and  Women.  The  Streets  were  crouded  with  People,  and 
the  Windows  fill'd  with  son-owful  Spectators,  all  the  way  to  the  Burying  Place:  where  the 
Corpse  was  deposited  in  a  Tomb  belonging  to  the  worthy  Family."  [Oa  Copp's  Hill,  at 
the  noith  end  of  the  town.] 

On  the  Mather  Tomb  are  the  following  inscriptions: 

THI!  REVEREND  r 
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Nobody  vnll  charge  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pkince  with  insincerity  ia  what 
he  has  said  of  his  co-labourers,  and  ^B  says,  "Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  though 
born  and  constantly  residing  in  this  remote  corner  of  America,*  has  yet 
for  near  these  forty  years  made  so  rising  and  great  a  figure  in  the  learned 
world,  as  has  attracted  to  him,  while  alive,  the  eyes  of  many  at  the  furthest 
distance;  and  now  deceased,  can't  but  raise  a  very  general  wish  to  see  the 
series,  and  more  especially  the  domestic  part  of  so  distinguished  a  life 
exhibited.  His  printed  writings,  so  full  of  piety  and  various  erudition,  his 
vast  correspondence,  and  the  continual  reports  of  travellers  who  had  con- 
versed with  him,  had  spread  hia  reputation  into  other  countries.  And 
when,  about  fourteen  years  ago,  I  travelled  abroad,  I  could  not  but  admire 
to  what  extent  his  fame  had  reached,  and  how  inquisitive  were  gentlemen 
of  letters  to  hear  and  know  of  the  most  particular  and  lively  manner,  both 
of  hia  private  conversation  and  public  performances  among  us." 

Dr.  Colman  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  Dr.  Mather,  in  his  Euneral 
Sermon.  "Hia  printed  works,"  he  says,  "will  not  convey  to  posterity, 
nor  give  to  strangers  a  just  idea  of  the  real  worth  and  great  learning  of 
the  man."  To  this,  and  a  great  deal  more  equally  commendatory,  Mr. 
Prince  subscribes  in  these  words:  "Every  one  who  intimately  knew  the 
Doctor  will  readily  assent  to  this  description," 

It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to  produce  an  example  of  industry  equal 
to  that  of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather.  In  one  year,  it  is  said,  he  kept  sixty  fasts 
and  twenty  vigils,  and  published  fourteen  books- — all  this  besides  perform- 
ing his  ministerial  duties;  which  duties  in  those  days  were  something  more 
than  nominal.    He  kept  a  diary,  which  has  been  extensively  used  by  some 

*  This  and  eimiltir  expressions  are  very  common  in  the  New  England  wiiters  of  that  day. 
They  seem  peculiarly  odd  in  our  times,  but  by  another  hundred  nnii  fifty  years  they  may  bu 
viewed  as  something  more  than  odd.  Having  a  few  others  at  hand,  I  will  throw  them  in 
here  as  curiosities  of  those  days: 

Id  these  goings  down  of  the  sun;  Dr.  I.  Matheb,  Brief  Hist., -p.  I.     Pkince,  Pref.  to 
JVrej's  Election  Sermon. 
Remote  American  parts  of  the  Eari^h;  id.  (I.  Mathee)  Praise  oul  of  the  mouih  of  Babes. 
This  remote  Corner  of  the  Earth;  id.  Elect.  Sermon. 
These  dark  Territories ;  id.  Cases  of  Conmence  concerning  Wilchcraft,  45. 
These  Ends  of  the  Earth;  id.  Pref.  to  Loring's  Ser.  at  LeiAjiglon,  (1718.) 
These  parli  Comers  of  the  Earth ;  id.  Prevalency  of  Prayer,  p.  6. 
In  these  Ends  of  the  Earth;  Pbibce,  Pref.  N.  Eng.  Psalm  Book. 
A  desart  Wilderness,  thousands  of  leagues  by  sea;  Johnson  Wond.  Work  Prov. 
In  this  Howling  Desart;  id. 

Beyond  a  dreadful  and  terrible  Ocean  900  leagues  in  length;  id. 
This  far  remote  and  vast  WiWemesa;  id. 
This  Western  End  of  the  World;  id. 

Here  I  will  close  the  extracts — not,  however,  for  want  of  others.  I  am  also  awaro  that 
modern  writers  sometimes  use  similar  expressions,  when  speaking  of  this  country.  Several 
instJinces  oeeur  in  Trumbull's  McFtTigal, 
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of  his  bographers,  but  it  was  not  sought  after  on  this  occasion,  aa  it  is  said  to 
be  scattered  in  different  places !  How  this  happened  the  writer  has  not  been 
informed.  Notwithstanding  he  published  so  many  works,  he  left  nearly 
as  much  unpublished  in  manuscript;  the  principal  part  of  which  is  enti- 
tled, "Biblia  Americana,"  or'"The  Sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  Illustrated."  For  the  publication  of  this  work  proposals  were 
issued  soon  after  its  author  died,  but  nothing  further  seems  to  have  been 
done  about  it.  Of  the  "Biblia  Americana,"  the  Doctor's  son  remarks, 
'■'■That  is  a  work,  the  writing  of  which  is  enough  constantly  to  employ  a 
man,  unless  he  be  a  miracle  of  diligence,  the  half  of  the  three-score  years 
and  ten,  the  sum  of  years  allowed  to  us." 

It  remains  now  to  mention  the  book  by  which  Dr.  Mather  is  best  known, 
the  work  for  which  this  memoir  is  prepared,  and  which  will  make  his 
name  prominent  through  all  coming  time — the  reader's  mind  is  already  in 
advanceof  thepen— theiO(?iV:4i/J.  CBBTSTI  AMERICANA.  This 
was  printed  in  London,  in  1702,  in  a  moderate  sized  folio  volume,  in  double 
column,  the  aggregate  of  its  pages  being  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 
It  is  chiefly  a  collection  of  what  the  author  had  before  printed  on  histor- 
ical and  biographical  subjects.  The  value  of  its  contents  has  been  variouslj' 
estimated.  Some  decrying  it  below  any  value,  while  others  pronounce  it 
"the  only  classic  ever  written  in  America,"  At  the  hazard  of  incurring 
the  charge  of  stupidity,  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  the  writer,  that  it  has  a 
value  between  those  extremes.  But  the  writer  has  sufficiently  expressed  his 
mind  on  the  value  of  the  author's  works  before.  There  have  been  two 
editions  of  the  "MagNalia"  before  the  present ;  the  last  was  printed  at 
Hartford,  in  two  volumes,  octavo,  1820.  Unfortunately,  this  edition  was 
printed  from  a  copy  of  that  in  folio,  which  had  not  the  errata,  and  conse- 
quently abounds  with  all  the  errors  contained  in  the  original  edition.  To 
those  who  do  not  understand  the  matter,  this  printing  an  edition  of  the 
"  Magnalia"  without  correcting  its  errata,  may  seem  to  incur  for  the  pub- 
lisher severe  reprehension.  But  the  truth  appears  to  be,  that  the  copy 
used  in  printing  the  new  edition  had  not  the  complete  errata  attached  to 
it;  and  that,  in  fact,  but  very  few  copies  of  the  original  edition  can  be 
found  to  which  it  is  attached.  Now,  its  rarity  is  accounted  for  in  this  way: 
Dr.  Mather,  living  in  Boston  while  his  work  was  printing  in  London,  could 
make  no  corrections  while  it  was  passing  through  the  press ;  but  when  he 
received  his  copies  afterwards,  he  found  so  many  errors,  that  he  was  induced 
to  print  an  extra  sheet  of  corrections.  This  extra  sheet  may  not  have  been 
struck  off  until  most  of  the  copies  of  the  Magnalia  which  had  been  sent 
to  New  England  were  distributed;  and  thnsthe  rare  occurrence  of  copies 
of  the  Magnalia  containing  the  errata  is  accounted  for;  and  hence  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  last  edition  should  not  be  too  severely  censured.  That  this 
solution  is  correct,  it  might  be  mentioned,  that  out  of  a  great  many  copies 
of  the  folio  edition  imported  by  the  writer  and  others  from  England,  not  one 
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of  them  coQtaiEed  the  errata  in  question.  The  edition  now  given  io  tim  fvh- 
lic,  has  the  advantage  of  being  corrected  ly  Dr.  Mather's  own  errata. 

On  the  last  page  of  the  folio  edition  of  the  Magnolia,  the  following  are  the 
three  concluding  lines: — "EbraTA.  Reader,  Carthagenia  was  of  the  mind, 
that  unto  those  tlvree  things  which  the  ancients  held  impossible,  there  should 
be  added  this  fourth,  to  find  a  book  printed  without  erratas.  It  seems  the 
hands  of  Briareus,  and  the  eyes  of  Argus  will  not  prevent  them."  And  the 
additional  errata,  of  which  mention  hasjustbeen  made,  the  author  thus  pre- 
faces: "The  Holy  Bible  itself,  in  some  of  its  editions,  hath  been  affronted 
with  scandalous  errors  of  the  p'ess-work;  and  in  one  of  them,  they  so 
pnntod  those  words.  Psalms  119,  161,  'Printers  have  persecuted  me,"  kc. 

In  the  hook  which,  before  all  others,  should  be  found  full  and  ample 
materialti  for  a  genealogy  of  Dr.  Mather's  own  family,  a  very  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory  account  only  is  to  be  seen;  yet,  as  deflcient  and  meagre  as 
it  IS,  it  IS  of  great  importance,  as  containing  nothing  upon  the  subject  but 
what  the  author  himself  knew.     That  work  is  entitled,  "The  Life  of  the 

VEST  EeVEEBND  and  LEARNED  CoTTON  MaTHEB,  D,  D.,  End  F.  R.  S.,"  &C,, 

by  his  son  Samuel  Mather,  M.  A.,  published  the  next  year  after  the  death 
of  the  author's  father.  The  sum  of  what  this  book  contains  on  our  imme- 
diate subject,  is  here  condensed  into  a  paragraph,  as  follows: 

After  informing  the  reader  that  his  father  was  born  on  "Thursday,  Feb. 
12,  1662-3,  at  Boston,  in  New  England,"  he  continues,  "  I  have  no  great 
disposition  to  enquire  into  the  remote  antiquities  of  his  family;  nor,  indeed, 
is  it  matter  of  much  consequence  that  in  our  Coat  of  Arms,  we  bear 
Ermine,  Or,  A  Fees,  wavy,  Azure,  three  Lions  rampant;  or;  for  a  Crest, 
on  a  wreath  of  our  Colours  a  Lion  Sedact,  or  on  a  Trunk  of  a  Tree  vert."* 
"His  mother  was  Maria,  the  daughter  of  the  renowned  Mr,  John  Cotton, 
who  was  a  man  of  very  exalted  piety  and  uncommon  learning:  Out  of 
respect  to  this  excellent  man,  he  was  called  Cotton.  His  education  was 
at  the  free  school  in  Boston,  under  the  care,  first,  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Thomp- 
sON,a  man  of  great  learning,  last^  under  the  famous  Mr.  Ezeeiel  Cheevee." 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  graduated,  and  when  eighteen  years  and  one-halij 
received  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  from  the  hands  of  his  own  father,  Dr.  In- 
crease Mather,  who  was  then  President  of  Harvard  College.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  was  married,  and  in  1702  his  wife  died.  In  somewhat 
less  than  a  year  he  married  again,  "one  of  good  sense,  and  blessed, with  a 
complete  discretion,  with  a  very  handsome,  engaging  countenance;  and 

*  This  ie  exactly  as  we  find  it,  and  it  is  not  deemed  neeesaaiy  to  reduce  it  to  more  intelli- 
gible heraldic  language.  We  would  remark,  in  Wiis  connection,  that  the  above  description  of 
the  Arms  of  Mather  lias  scarceiy  any  thing  in  common  with  a  coat  of  arms  given  in  a 
"  M.ather  Genealogy,"  published  by  Mr.  John  Mather,  of  the  Connecticut  branch  of  tha  family, 
in  1848.  The  author  of  that  work  has  not  committed,  himself  hy  giving  a  description  of 
the  Arms  he  has  published.  To  it  we  have  been  indebted,  to  some  extent,  especially  in 
the  l.itcr  generations  of  the  Connecticut  Miithers. 
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one  honorably  descended. and  related,  'twas  Mrs.  Elizabeth  IIubbard, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  JoHN  Clare,  who  had  been  a  widow  four 
years.  He  rejoiced  in  her  as  having  great  spoiV  By  his  third  wife  he  had 
no  issue.  "By  the  two  former  wives  he  had  iifteen  children,  only  two  of 
which  are  living;  one  a  daughter  by  the  first  wife;  the  other,  a  son  by 
the  second;  he  is  the  writer.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  nine  children,  of 
which  but  four  arrived  to  man's  or  woman's  estate.  By  his  second,  two 
children  only  lived  to  grow  up  out  of  six." 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  children  of  Cotton  Mather  by  one  of  those 
children ;  and  although  tliere  were  fifteen,  from  his  account  the  names  of 
Jive  only  are  learned;  nor  have  we  been  able,  from  all  other  sources,  to 
make  out  the  names  of  but  thirteen. 

It  is  said  in  the  "Mather  Genealogy,"  mentioned  in  the  note,  that  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  named  Jerudia,  married  a  Smith  of  Suffiold, 
Ct.,  and  that  she  was  the  grandmother  of  JoHN  Cotton  Smith,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State;  on  the  authority  of  Governor  Smith  himself.  This 
must  be  an.  errof,  if  our  account  of  the  children  be  correct,  because  it  is 
shown  that  the  daughter  named  Jerusba,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  year  1713.  Mr.  Smith  says  his  grand-mother  died  in  Sharon, 
Ct.,  in  1784,  in  her  ninetieth  year;  hence  she  was  born  in  169S^.  Now, 
Cotton  Mather's  daughter  Abigail  was  bom  in  169i;  therefore  it  is  plain, 
we  think,  that  Jerusba  Mather,  who  "married  a  Smith  of  Suffield,"  was 
not  a  daughter  of  Chtton,  but  perhaps  a  daughter  of  AHierton  Mather, 
who  lived  in  Suffield,  and  had  a  daughter  Jerusha.  Cottou  and  Atherton 
were  own  cousins,  and  a  daughter  of  the  latter  would  be  very  likely  to 
name  a  son  after  so  distinguished  a  kinsman  as  Dr.  Mather;  for  Governor 
Smith's  father  was  named  Cotton  Mather  Smith. 

Few  ministers  preached  a  greater  number  of  Funeral  Sermons  than  Dr. 
Mather;  and  when  he  died,  his  cotemporaries  seemed  to  have  vied  with 
each  other  in  performing  the  same  office  for  him.  Several  of  their 
sermons  were  printed.  Some  of  these  with  their  quaint  titles  are  now 
before  us.  Foremost  among  them  appears  that  of  the  excellent  Mr. 
Pbince;  he  entitled  his  "The  Departure  of  Elijah  lamented. — A  Ser- 
mon occasioned  by  the  Great  and  Publick  loss  in  the  Decease  of  the  very 
Reverend  and  Learned  COTTON  MATHER,  D.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  and  Senior 
Pastor  of  the  North  Church  in  Boston.  Who  left  this  Life  on  Feb.  13th, 
1727,  8.  The  morning  after  he  finished  the  LXV.  year  of  his  Age." — 
Fi'om  2  Kings  ii.  12, 13.  The  imprint  of  this  Sermon  is,  "Boston  in  New 
England:  Printed  for  D.  Henchman,  near  the  Brick  Meeting-House  in 
Cornhill.     MDCCXXYHL" 

'ITie  running  title  of  Dr.  Colman's  Sermon  on  the  same  occasion  is,  "  The 
Holy  Walk  and  Glorious  Translation  of  Blessed  ENOGR."  His  text  was 
Gen.  V.  24.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  thing  of  the  kind,  either 
before  or  since,  which,  in  our  judgment,  is  superior  to  this  discourse  of 
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Dr.  Colman;  but,  valuable  as  it  is,  we  cannot  introduce  extracts  from  it 
here.  His  allusion,  however,  to  the  then  past  and  present  state  of  things 
connected  with  his  subject,  is  so  happy  that  we  cannot  overlook  it. 

"Dr.  Mather's  brethren  in  the  Ministry  here,"  he  says,  "are  bereaved 
and  weak  with  him.  God  has  taken  their  father,  aa  well  as  his,  from  their 
heads  this  day.  He  waa  a  Pastor  in  the  town  when  the  eldest  of  the 
present  Pastors  were  but  children,  and  long  before  most  of  them  were 
born.  They  are  weak  indeed  when  he  that  is  now  speaking  to  them  is 
%\\&  first  in  years  among  them,  in  all  respects  else  the  least,"  &c. 

The  Eev.  Joshua  Gee,*  colleague  with  Dr.  Mather,  also  preached  a 
Funeral  Sermon  on  his  departed  friend,  entitled,  "Isbael's  Mourning  for 
Aaron's  Deaihy  In  this  discourse  there  is  the  following  important  note: 
"  Within  a  few  months  past,  we  have  been  called  to  lament  the  deaths  of 
two  such  aged  servants  of  the  Loed.  The  Pev.  Mr.  Samuel  Danforth  of 
Taunton,  who  died  Nov,  14,  And  my  honored  father-in-law,  the  Mr:  Peter 
Thatcher  of  Milton,  who  died  Dec.  17, 1727;  while  the  days  of  mourning 
were  scarce  over  in  this  town  for  my  dearly  beloved  friend  and  brother, 
the  Eev.  Mr.  WUUam  WaJdron,  who  died  Sept.  11,  1727." 

Dr.  Mather's  son,  "Samuel  Mathee,  M.  A.,  and  Chaplain  at  Castle 
William,"  also  preached  a  Funeral  Sermon  on  his  iather's  death.  "The 
Departure  and  Character  of  BlUAH  considered  and  improved,"  was  its 
running  title.  Only  about  five  years  before,  the  deceased  preached  a  ser- 
mon on  the  death  of  his  father;  in  the  title-page  of  which,  instead  of  the 
author's  name,  we  read,  "  By  one  who,  as  a  son  with  s.  father,  served  with 
him  in  the  Gospel. "f 

There  were  other  discourses  on  the  occasion  of  Dr.  Mather's  death,  but 
they  are  not  within  our  reach;  and  if  they  were,  we  have  not  room  even 
for  their  titles. 

Dr.  Mather  died  intestate,  and  the  order  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  distribution  of  his  estate  is  as  follows: — -"One  third  to  his  widow, 
Lydia  Mather;  two  single  shares  or  fourth  parts  to  Samuel  Mather,  Clerk, 
only  surviving  son,  and  one  share  each  to  the  rest  of  his  children,  viz: 
Abigail  Willard,  deceased,  wife  of  Daniel  Willard,  also  deceased,  their 
children  and  legal  representatives,  and  Hannah  Mather,  Spinster."  Dated,' 
25th  May,  1730. 

The  following  items,  illustrative  of  the  history  of  the  Mather  family,  are 
thought  to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  claim  an  insertion  here:  "Peter  Hix 

•  Who  waa  JosKUA  Gee,  who  in  1731  published  a  Ihird  edition  of  "The  Trade  and  Nav. 
igation  of  Great  Britun  Considered,"  &o.?  In  this  work  there  is  much  relative  to  tha 
"American  Plantations," 

f  Whoever  desires  to  be  further  informed  respecting  the  life  and  character  of  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather,  cannot  do  better,  in  our  opinion,  than  to  read  Dr.  Eliot's  notice  of  him  in  his  New 
Bng.  Biographical  Dictionary.  For  neatness,  trnthfulness,  and  elegance,  it  is  nothing'  short 
of  the  superlative  degree.  The  article  in  Dr.  Allen's  Amer.  Biog.  Diet,  is  also  a  good  and 
cimdid  one.    Of  the  more  reuont  and  laboured  lives  of  our  subject,  we  have  not  room  to  speak. 
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of  Dorchester  and  Sarah  bia  wife,  appointed  guardians  to  Katherine  Mather, 
aged  about  five  years,  daughter  of  Joseph  Mather,  yeoman,  late  of  Dor- 
cheater,  deceased.     Dated  9  May,  im5.— Suffolk  Wills,  vol.  XIII.  299." 

"  Petition  of  Samuel  Mather  of  Boston,  Clerk,  praying  the  consideration 
of  the  court  for  the  eminent  and  signal  services  of  his  venerable  and  hon- 
ored grand-father,  with  another  petition  of  sundry  others  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  petitioner's  grand-father." — Jour.  ff.  R.  20  Dec,  1738.  On 
the  29th  Dec.  following,  "The  committee  reported  that,  considering  the 
Sev.  Dr.  Increase  Mather  not  only  served  his  particular  church  faithfully, 
and  the  college  as  their  President  with  honor,  but  the  province  as  an  agent 
in  procuring  the  present  charter,  to  the  good  accepta.nce  of  his  country; 
and  that  his  son,  the  Hev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  and  grand-son,  the  petitioner, 
his  successor  in  the  same  church  and  ministry,  have  not  behaved  them- 
selves unworthy  of  such  an  ancestor,  and  have  never  had  one  foot  of  land 
granted  to  either  of  them,  as  we  can  learn,  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  gratification  of  £200  given  him,  as  is  alleged,  it  may 
be  proper  for  this  court  to  grant  a  farm  of  500  acres,  to  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Dr.  Increase  Mather,  and  report  accordingly." — 1&. 

The  following  year  there  is  this  entry  upon  the  Journal :—"  Petition  of 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  praying  as  entered  the  12th  and  20th  of  Dee. 
last,  and  a  petition  of  Maria  Tifield,  Elizabeth  Bylea,  and  others,  heirs  of 
Dr.  Increase  Mather,  praying  the  consideration  of  the  court  on  account  of 
their  father's  public  services." — ih.  22  June,  1739. 

In  1730,  a  petition  of  Eichard  Mather  and  sundry  other  inhabitants 
of  Suffield  and  Enfield  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  a  tract  of  land  on  "  Houssatunnio  river,"  for  a  township. 
-4h,  1730. 

"  Atherton  Mather  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  appointed  administrator  on  the  estate 
of  bis  sister  Katherine,  late  of  Windsor,  deceased,  intestate,  spinster,  14 
July,  1694  Inventory  presented  by  Atherton  Mather,  19  July,  1694.  Real 
estate  in  Dorchester  to  he  divided  between  the  two  surviving  brothers  and 
the  children  of  her  deceased  brethren,  by  her  brother  Atherton  Mather; 
bia  eldest  brother,  Samuel,  having  refused  the  trust."— :i?w^.  Wills,  vol. 
XIII.  288. 

"We  hear  from  Halifax,  that  Dr.  Thomas  Mather  lately  died  there  of 
a  fever.  He  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mather  of  this  town,  and  sur- 
geon of  the  Provincial  Regiment  in  Nova  Scotia." — Bost.  Ev.  Post,  20th 
Dec.,  1762. 

The  Portrait  of  which  ours  accompanying  this  volume  was  engraved  is  a 
beautiful  mezsotinto,  half  size,  with  the  following  inscription  underneath  it: 

"Cottonns Matherus  S.  Theolo^te  Doctor  Regise  Socicfcitia Londinfinsis  Sooius,  et  Eculcsiie 
apud  Bostonum  Nov-Anglorum  tiuper  Pitepositus. 

MtsXis  SiiK  I^V.  MDCCXXVti. 

P.  Pelham  ad  vivum  pinxit  ab  Origin  Feuit." 
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Although  the  name  of  Mather  has  never  been  so  conspicuous  in  Old  aa 
in  New  England,  yet  there  have  probably  always  existed  persona  of  the 
name  in  that  country  of  good  standing  and  respectability.*  About  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  there  were  the  E«v.  William 
Mather,  of  Dover,  and  the  Eev.  John  Mather  of  Beverley  in  Yorkshire. 
Portraits  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  published — of  the  former  in  1817, 
and  of  the  latter  in  1823.  How  these  persons  stood  related,  or  to  what 
branch  of  the  Mather  family  they  belonged,  we  are  entirely  uninformed, 
nor  have  we  attempted  any  investigations  for  the  family  in  England,  other 
than  we  have  indicated  in  this  article. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  upon  the  Mather  portraits,  that 
that  of  Dr.  Increase  Mather  in  "Palmer's  Calamy's  Nonconformist's 
Memorial,"  is  probably  a  fancy  sketch ;  as  it  has  no  resemblance  whatever 
to  the  original  painting  existing  in  Boston.  There  is  a  painting  of  the 
Eev.  Richard  Mather,  (father  of  Increase)  at  Worcester,  of  undoubted 
authenticity. 

The  name  Mather  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  maOi,  to  mow ;  maihefr,  a 
mower;  as  tnill,  miller,  &o.  The  family,  at  the  time  of  emigration  to  this 
country,  was  not  entitled  to  bear  coat-armour,  being  yeomen,  though  of 
good  estate.  A  branch  of  the  family  in  England  has  lately  had  a  coat  of 
arms  and  crest  granted  them.f  as  follows: 


J.r?w5.— Quarterly  Argent  and  Gules,  four  scythes  counterchanged.:]; 

Crest. — A  demi  husbandman  habited  qnarterly.  Argent  and  Grules,  cap- 
ped the  same,  face  and  hands  ppr.,  holding  in  the  dexter  hand  a  horn  Or, 
in  the  sinister  a  scythe  ppr — Motto  (in  old  English) — i^ouie  tDacUifi. 

*  There  was  an  Alexandev  Mather,  Member  of  Parliamant  from  the  city  of  Norwieli,  B 
Edward  V!.  (1547.) — George  Mather,  Esq.,  resided  near  New  Orleans  in  1784.  He  resided 
there  tweniydJao  years. 

t  The  grant,  according  toBarke,  (Heraldic  Register,  33)  bears  date  Feb.  18, 3847,  and  was 
"To  Thomas  Mather  of  Glyii  Abbot,  Co.  of  Flint,  and  formerly  of  Liverpool,  Esq,,  n 
magistrate  for  the  Co.  of  Flint,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  M.  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool; 
iind  grand-son  of  Daniel  Mather  of  Toxteth  Park,  to  be  borne  by  the  descendants  of  his  late 
father,  and  his  aunt,  Sarah  Mather  of  Toxteth  Pnrk,  spinster,  only  snrviving  aister  of  his 
kte  father."  Ellis  Mather  was  (says  the  foresaid  author)  the  first  settler  in  Toxteth,  de- 
scended from  a,  family  lon^  seated  in  the  parish  of  Radcliffe  and  its  neighbourhood.  They 
held  Toxteth  Park  from  the  time  of  Elizabeth  till  recently. 

X  Reseamhes  of  H.  G.  Somerby,  Esq.,  in  England,  commanioated  to  the  author. 

BOSTON,  Ja.suabv,  IMJ. 
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AN  ATTESTATION 


CEURCH-HISTOEY  OF  IE¥-ENGLABfD. 


It  liath  been  deservedly  esteemed  one  ol  the  great  sni  wondeiful  works  of  God  in  this 
last  age,  tiiat  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirits  of  so  many  thouaaiids  of  his  servsota,  to  leave 
the  pfeosniU  land  of  England,  the  land  of  their  nativiiy,  and  to  transport  themselves,  and 
families,  over  the  ocean  sea,  into  a  desert  land  in  America,  at  the  distance  of  a  ihmisand 
leagues  from  their  own  country;  and  this,  meeriy  on  the  account  of  pure  asid  undejilei 
Religion,  not  knowing  how  they  should  have  their  daily  hread,  but  imsting  in  God  for  tliat, 
m  the  way  of  seeking  Jirst  tie  kingdom  of  Ood,  tend  ike  righiemisness  ihereqf:  And  that  the 
Lord  was  pleased  to  grant  such  a  gracious  presence  of  his  with  them,  and  such  a  blessing 
upon  their  undertakings,  that  within  a  few  years  a  vnlderness  was  subdued  before  them,  and 
80  many  Colonies  planted,  Towns  erected,  and  Churches  settled,  wherein  the  true  and  living 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  is  worshipped  and  served,  in  a  place  where,  time  out  of  mind,  had  been 
nothing  before  but  Heathenism,  Idolatry,  and  Deuil-worship ;  and  that  the  Lord  has  added 
so  many  of  the  blessings  of  Heaven  and  eoi'th  for  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  his  people 
in  these  ends  of  the  earth.  Surely  of  this  work,  and  of  this  time,  it  shall  be  siud,  what  h^i) 
Qod  wrougM  /  And,  this  is  the  Lord's  doings,  it  is  marveUoJis  in  our  eyes .'  Even  so  (O  Loid) 
didst  Sum  lead  thy  people,  to  make  thyself  a  glorious  name !  Now,  one  generation  prtsseik  away, 
and  another  coTneth,  The  Jirst  generation  of  our  fiithera,  that  begim  this  plantation  of  New- 
England,  most  of  them  in  their  middle  age,  and  many  of  them  in  their  declining  years,  who, 
after  they  had  screed  the  will  of  God,  in  laying  the  fmindaiion  (as  we  hope)  of  many  genisra. 
tions,  and  ^ven  an  example  of  Ij'ue  reformed  Religion  in  the  ftnOt  and  order  of  the  gospel, 
according  to  their  beat  light  from  the  words  of  God,  tliey  are  now  gathered  unto  their  fathers. 
There  hath  been  another  generation  succeeding  the  first,  either  of  such  as  come  over  with 
their  parents  very  young,  oi  were  born  in  the  country,  and  these  have  had  the  mana^ng  of 
the  publick  affdrs  for  many  years,  but  are  apparently  passing-  away,  as  their  faOiers  before 
them.  There  is  also  a  third  generation,  who  are  grown  up,  and  begin  to  stand  tbiok  upon 
the  stage  of  action,  at  this  day,  and  these  were  all  bom  in  the  country,  and  may  call  New- 
England  their  mxiive  land.  Now,  in  respect  of  what  the  Lord  hath  done  for  these  genera- 
tions, succeeding  one  another,  we  liave  aboundant  cause  ot  Thanksgiving  to  the  Lord  our 
God,  who  hath  so  increased  and  blessed  this  people,  that  from  a  day  of  small  tilings,  he  baa 
brought  us  to  be,  what  we  now  are.  We  may  setup  anEsENEZEB,  and  say,  "Hitherffl  the 
Lord  hath  helped  us."  Vet  in  respect  of  our  presenl  Mote,  we  have  need  earnestly  to  proj, 
as  we  are  directed,  "  Lot  thy  work  farther  appear  unto  thy  servants,  and  let  thy  beauty  be 
upon  us,  and  thy  glory  upon  our  children;  establish  thou  the  works  of  tliese  our  hands; 
yea,  the  works  of  our  liaiids,  establish  thou  them," 
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For,  if  we  look  on  the  dark  side,  the  Tvumaw.  side  of  thU  woik,  there  is  mnch  of  humaije 
Keakvess,  and  imperfection  hath  appeared  in  aU  that  hath  been  done  by  man,  us  woa  ficknowl- 
edged  by  our  foiher$  before  us.  Neither  was  New-England  ever  without  some  fatherly 
dhastisemenis  froni  God;  shewing  that  He  is  not  fond  of  the  formalities  of  any  people  upon 
Oiirth,  but  expects  the  re(dities  of  praclic(d  Godlijiess,  according  to  our  profession  and 
engagement  unto  hini.i  Much  more  may  we,  the  children  of  such  fathers,  lament  our  grad- 
ual degeneracy  from  tiiat  l^e  and  power  of  GodliTiess,  tliat  was  in  them,  and  the  many 
provMng  errils  that  are  amongst  us;  which  have  moved  our  God  severely  to  witness  against 
U8,  more  than  in  oar  first  times,  by  his  lesser  judgmerUs  going  before,  and  his  greaier  jiidg^ 
menis  following  alter;  he  shot  off  his  wartiirig-fieces  first,  but  hia  murtkering-pi&:es  have 
come  after  tJiem,  in  so  much  as  in  these  oahimitous  times,  the  changes  of  wars  of  Europe 
have  had  such  a  malignant  influence  upon  us  in  America,  that  wo  are  at  this  day  greatly 
dimmished  and  brougU  loiv,  Oirough  oppression,  eviction,  and  sorrow. 

And  yet  if  we  look  on  the  ligbi  side,  the  divine  side  of  tiiia  work,  we  may  yet  see,  thixt 
Hmgloryof  GW  which  was  with  our /a(fters,  is  not  wholly  departed  from  us  their  chUdren; 
there  are  as  yet  many  signs  of  his  gracious  presejice  with  us,  both  in  the  way  of  his  prrm- 
denees,  and  in  the  use  of  his  ordinances,  as  also  in  and  with  the  hearts  and  souls  of  a 
considerable  number  of  his  people  in  Neiv-England,  that  we  may  yet  say,  as  they  did, 
"Thy  name  ia  upon  us,  and  thou  art  in  the  midst  of  us;  therefore,  Lord,  leave  us  not!"  As 
Solomon  prayed,  so  may  we,  "The  Lord  our  God  be  with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  fathers; 
let  him  not  leave  nor  forsake  us;  but  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  his  commandments."  And 
tiien  "  that  he  would  maintain  his  own,  and  his  people's  cause,  at  all  times,  as  the  matter 
may  re^iuire." 

For  the  Lord  Our  God  hath  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  gi'ace,  and  holiness,  contrived  and 
established  His  covenani,  so  as  he  will  be  the  God  of  his  people  and  of  their  seed  with  thcin, 
and  after  them,  in  fteir  generations;  and  in  the  ministerial  dispenaation  of  the  cocenani  nf 
grace,  in,  with,  and  to  his  visible  Church,  He  hath  promised  crnxnant-merdes  on  the 
condition  of  COTCTicni^uJies;  "If  my  people,  who  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble  them- 
selves, and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will  I  hear  their 
prayers,  forgive  their  sins,  and  heal  their  land;  and  mine  eyes,  and  mine  heart,  siiall  be  upon 
them  perpetually  for  good!"  that  so  the  faithfulness  of  God  may  appear  in  all  generations 
for  ever,  that  if  there  be  any  breach  between  the  Lord  and  his  people,  it  shall  appear  plainly 
to  lye  on  his  peopWs  part  And  therefore  he  has  iiiken  care,  that  his  own  dealings  with  his 
people  in  the  course  of  his  providence,  and  their  dealings  with  him  ill  the  ways  of  obedience 
or  disobedience,  should  be  recorded,  and  so  transmitted  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  after- 
ttoies,from  generation  to  generation;  as,  (Esodus  xvil.  14,)  "The  Lord' siad  unto  Moses, 
imie  this  for  amemorialm  a  bo(^;"  and,  (Dcut.  xxxi.  19,)  "Write  ye  tins  song  for  you,  that 
it  may  be  a  witness  for  me  against  the  children  of  Israel;"  and  (Psa.cii.  18,)  "This  and  that 
shall  be  written  for  tlie  generation  to  come,  and  the  people  that  shall  be  created  shall  praise 
the  Lord."  Upon  this  ground  it  was  said,  (inPsal  xliv.  1,)  "We  have  heard  with  onr  ears, 
O  God,  and  om'  fathers  have  told  us,  what  work  thou  didst  in  their  days  in  Umesof  old,how 
thou  easiest  ont  the  Heathen,  and  plantedst  them;"  (so  likewise  in  Psal.  Ixsviii.  v.  3  to  the 
8th).  Upon  tlie  same  account  it  may  be  said,  (Paal.  xlv.  last,)  "I  will  make  thy  name  to  be 
remembered  to  all  generations:"  and  this  is  one  reason  why  the  Lovd  commanded  so  great 
a  part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  written  in  an  historical  way,  that  the  wonderful  works 
of  God  towai'ds  his  church  and  people,  and  then  actmg  towards  him  again,  might  be  known 
unto  all  generations :  and  after  the  scripture-tisne,  so  far  as  the  Lord  in  his  hdi/  vnsdom  hath 
seen  meet,  he  hath  stirred  up  som,e  or  other  to  write  the  actsa^tnonumerds  of  the  church  of 
God  in  all  ages;  especially  since  \h.e  reformation  of  rdigiontrom  anfichristian  darkness,  w:is 
ingorously,  and  in  a  great  measure  successfully,  endeavonred  in  the  foregoing  century,  by 
such  learned  and  pious  persons  as  the  Lord  inclined  and  inabled  thereunto. 

And  therefore  surely  it  hath  been  a  duty  incumbent  upon  the  people  of  God,  in  this  our 
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New-England,  that  there  should  l)e  extant,  a  true  history  of  the  wonderful  works  of  God  in 
the  lute  plantation  of  this  part  of  America:  which  was  indeed  planted,  not  on  tho  account 
of  any  ux/rldly  inlerest,  but  on  a  design  of  enjoying  and  advancing  the  true  reformed  religion, 
in  a  pradjcal  way;  and  also  of  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  it  from  the  begmning  unto  this 
day,  in  granting  sach  a  measure  of  good  success,  so  far  as  we  have  attained:  such  a  worli  as 
this  hath  been  much  desired,  and  long  ex'pected,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  too  long 
delayed  by  us,  and  sometimes  it  hatJi  seemed  a  hopeieaa  thing  ever  to  be  attained,  till  Gcid 
raised  up  the  spirit  of  this  learned  and  pious  person,  one  of  tlie  sons  of  the  coVedge,  and 
one  of  the  ministers  cf  the  (fiW  generation,  to  undertake  tiiis  work.  His  learning  and 
Godliness,  and  mimslerial  abUilies,  were  bo  conspicuous,  that  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
he  was  called  to  bo  a  publioli  preacher  in  Boston,  the  meiro^is  of  the  whole  English 
America;  and  within  a  while  after  that,  he  was  ordained  jKistor  of  the  same  church,  whereof 
his  ov/a  father  was  the  teacher,  and  this  at  the  unanimous  desh'e  of  the  people,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  magistrates,  ministers,  and  cliurches,  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  And 
after  he  had,  for  divers  years,  approved  himself  in  an  exemplary  way,  and  obliged  his 
native  country,  by  publishing  many  useful  treatises,  suitable  to  the  preseia  state  of  Religion 
wnongst  us,  he  set  himself  to  write  the  church-histm/  of  New-England,  not  at  all  omitting 
his  ministerial  employments ;  and  in  the  midst  of  many  difficulties,  teaia,  and  temptations, 
having  made  a  diligent  search,  collecting  of  proper  waterials,  and  selecting  the  choicest 
menwrials,  he  hath,  in  flie  issue,  within  a  few  months,  contrived,  composed,  and  methodised 
the  same  into  this  form  and  frame  which  we  here  see:  so  tiiat  it  deserves  the  name  of, 
The  CHURCirtlisTORY  of  New-Englahd, 

But  as  I  behold  this  exemplary  son  of  New-England,  while  thus  young  and  tender,  at  such 
a  rate  building  the  Temple  of  Qod,  and  in  a  few  months  dispakhing  such  a  piece  of  Tempk- 
work  as  this  ia;  a  work  so  notably  adjusted  and  adorned,  it  brings  to  mind  the  epigram  upon 
young  Borellus: 

"  CiitH  Juveni  tantani  dedit  txperientia  lucem. 
Tale  ut  promat  opus,  quam  dabit  ilia  «em7"* 

As  for  my  self,  having  been,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  now  above  sixty-eiglit  years  in  New. 
England,  and  sen'ed  the  Lord  and  his  people  in  my  weak  measure,  siE/j^eors  in  the  mhjistry 
of  the  gospel,  I  may  now  say,  in  my  gld  age,  I  hai^e  seen  all  thai  the  Lord  hath  dime  for  his 
people  in  New^Bngland,  and  have  known  the  beginning  and  progress  of  these  churches  unto 
this  day ;  and  having  read  over  much  of  this  history,  I  cannot  but  in  the  love  and  fear  of  God 
bear  witness  to  the  truth  of  it;  viz;  That  this  present  chwch-history  of  New-England,  com- 
piled by  Mr.  Cotton  Mather,  for  the  substance,  end,  and  scope  of  it,  is,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
acquainted  therewitiiall,  according  to  tridh. 

The  manifold  advantage  and  vsrfvlness  of  this  present  history,  will  appear,  if  we  consider 
the  great  and  good  ends  unto  which  it  may  he  serviceable;  as, 

First,  That  a  plain  scriptural  duty  of  recording  tlie  works  of  God  unto  after-times,  miiy 
not  any  longer  be  omitted,  but  performed  in  the  best  mannec  we  can. 

Secondly,  That  by  the  manifestation  of  the  truth  of  things,  as  they  have  been  and  are 
amongst  us,  the  misrepresentations  of  New-England  may  be  removed  and  prevented;  for. 
Rectum  esi  siii  et  obliqui  Inde^.-i 

Thirdly,  That  the  true  original  and  design  of  tliis  plantation  may  not  be  lost,  nor  buried 
in  oJ&i'on,  but  known  and  remembered  for  ever,  [Psal.  cxI.  4:  "He  hath  made  bis  wonderful 
works  to  be  remembered."  Paal.  cv.  S;  "Remember  ye  the  mai'vellous  works  which  he 
hatii  done."] 

As  kindles  Ibis  Iramorlal  page,  |  Gloii  in  Uia  broader  lieom  of  0ge! 

+  Thlsgeomeli'tcalioaxini,  if  welayoside  themelaplior,  mBjbeUiuercndsj-ed;  "Tbutb  sei-yea  tbe  Iwofold 
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FouTtMy.  That  God  tniiy  have  tho  glory  of  the  great  and  good  worts  which  he  hath  done 
for  his  people  in  SJiese  ends  of  the  earth,  [As  in  Isaiah  Isiii.  7:  "I  will  mention  the  loving 
kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  according  to  eII  the  great  goodness  und 
mercy  he  has  bestowed  on  us."] 

Fifthly,  That  the  nOTnes  of  such  eminent  persons  as  the  Lord  made  nso  of,  as  inslrumenls 
in  his  hand,  for  the  he^nning  and  carrying  on  of  tins  work,  may  be  embalmed,  luid  pre- 
served, for  the  knowledge  and  imitation  of  posterity;  for  the  memory  of  (l\e  just  is  blessed. 

SixlMy,  That  the  present  generation  may  remember  the  way  wherein  the  Lord  hath  led 
his  people  in  this  toUderness,  for  so  many  years  past,  unto  this  day;  [according  to  that  in 
Deut.  viii  a :  "  Thou  shalt  remembef  all  the  way  wherein  the  Lord  hath  led  thee  in  the  wil- 
derness this  forty  years,  to  humble  thee,  and  to  prove  thee,  and  to  know  what  was  in  thy 
heart,  whether  thou  wouldst  keep  his  commandments  or  no."]  All  considering  persons 
cannot  but  observe,  that  our  wiHerness-condition  hath  been  full  of  himl>ling,  trying,  dis- 
tressing procidences.  We  have  had  our  Massalts  and  Meribahs;  and  few  of  our  churches 
but  have  had  some  remarkable  fours  of  temptation  passing  over  them,  and  God's  end  in  all 
has  been  to  prove  vs,  whether,  according  to,  our  p'ofession,  and  his  expectation,  we  would 
iaep  hie  cmnnumdmenis,  or  twL 

SevenMy,  Tliat  the  generations  to  come  in  New-England,  may  knota  the  Ood  of  ihdr 
fathers,  and  may  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart  and  wUling  mind;  aa  especially  the  first  gen- 
eraiion  did  before  them ;  and  that  they  may  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  mil  forget  his  works, 
but  keep  his  commandments. — (Psal,  IsxviiL  7.) 

Eighthbj,  And  whereas  it  may  be  truly  said,  (as  Jer.  isiii.  31,)  "  That  when  this  people 
began  to  follow  the  Lord  into  this  wilderness,  they  were  holiness  to  tlie  Lord,  and  he 
planted  them  as  a  noble  vine ;"  yet  if,  in  process  of  time,  when  they  are  greatly  ijicreased 
and  muUiplied,  they  should  bo  for  degenerate,  as  to  forget  the  religious  design  of  their 
fathers,  and  forsake  the  holy  ways  of  God,  (as  it  was  said  of  them  in  Hosea  iv.  1 :  "As  they 
were  increased,  so  they  sinned  against  the  Ijjrd;")  and  so  tliat  many  evils  and  troubles  will 
befall  them;  then  this  Book  may  be  for  a  witness  against  them;  and  yet  through  the  mercy 
of  God,  may  be  also  a  means  to  reclaim  them,  and  cause  them  to  return  again  unto  tho  Lord, 
and  his  holy  ways,  that  he  may  return  again  in  mercy  unto  them;  even  unto  the  majiy  thou- 
sands of  New-England. 

Ninthly,  That  the  little  daughter  of  New-Bnglan*in  America,  may  bow  down  herself  to 
her  mother  Bnglnnd^in  Europe,  presenting  this  memorial  unto  her;  assuring  her,  that  though 
by  some  of  her  angry  brethren  she  was  forced  to  make  a  local  secession,  yet  not  a  separation, 
but  hath  always  retained  a  dutiful  respect  to  the  Church  of  Ood  in  England;  and  pving 
some  account  to  her,  how  graciously  tho  Lord  has  dealt  with  herself  in  a,  remote  widlemess, 
and  what  she  has  been  doing  all  this  while;  giving  her  thanks  for  all  tiie  sajyJies  she  has 
received  from  her;  and  because  she  is  yet  in  her  minority,  she  craves  her  faither  blessing 
and  favouT  aa  the  case  may  require ;  being  glad  if  what  is  now  presented  to  her,  may  be  of 
any  use,  to  help  forward  the  union  and  agreement  of  her  brethrert,  which  would  be  some 
satisfiiction  to  her  for  her  undesired  local  distance  from  her  dear  England;  and  finally 
promising  all  that  reverence  and  obedience  which  is  due  to  her  good  mother,  by  virtue  of  the 
Jiflh  commandment.    And, 

Lastly,  This  present  history  may  stand  as  a  monument,  in  relation  to  future  iJmes,  of  a 
fuller  and  bettef  reformation  of  the  Chureh  of  God,  than  it  hatii  yet  appeared  in  the  world. 
For  by  this  Essay  it  may  be  seen,  that  a  farther  practical  rrformatim  than  that  which  began 
at  the  first  coming  out  of  the  darkness  of  Popery,  was  aimed  at,  and  endeavoured  by  a  great 
number  of  voluntary  exiles,  that  came  into  a  vnldemess  for  that  very  end,  that  hence  they 
might  be  free  from  humane  additions  and  inventims  in  the  worship  of  God,  and  might  prac- 
tice the  positive  part  of  divine  institutions,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  How  far  we  hiive 
attfuned  this  design,  may  be  judged  by  this  Bot^.  Bot  we  bespeeh  our  brethren,  of  our 
own  and  of  other  nations,  to  believe  that  we  are  far-from  thinliing  that  we  have  nttiuned  a 
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jxrfecl  reformation.  Oh,  no!  Our  fntlicrs  did  in  their  time  n«knowledge,  there  were  many 
di-fixis  and  imjier/eoiions  in  our  way,  and  yet  we  believe  they  did  as  much  as  could  be 
expected  ftom  learned  and  godly  men  in  their  circumstances;  and  we,  their  successors,  are 
far  short  of  them  in  many  reapecte,  meeting  with  many  difficidties  which  tbey  dU  voi;  nnd 
mmnting  nnder  many  rebukes  from  our  God  which  they  had  no!,  and  irith  trembling  henrts 
observing  the  gradual  declbangs  (hat  are  amongst  us  from  the  holy  ways  of  God;  we  are 
forced  to  cry  out,  and  say,  "liord,  what  will  become  of  these  churches  in  time?  And  what 
wilt  thou  do  for  thy  great  name?"  And  yet,  in  the  mnltitude  of  our  tJioughts  and  fears, 
the  consohtims  of  Ood  refresft  om-  souis,  that  all  those  that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sivcerily 
do  serve  the  Lord,  and  his  people  in  their  generation  (though  they  should  miss  it  in  some 
things)  they  shall  deliver  their  own  souls,  they  ace  accepted  of  the  Lord,  and  &eir  reword 
is  with  kirn;  and  m  the  approaching  days  of  a  hotter  reformatioa,  the  sincere,  though  weak 
endeavours  of  the  sei'vnnta  of  God,  that  went  before  them,  will  be  also  accepted  of  the 
siiinfa  in  those  times  of  greater  light  and  holiness,  that  are  to  come;  and  when  the  Lord 
shall  make  Jerusalem  (or,  the  true  Church  of  God,  and  the  true  ChrislJaji  reli^on)  a  praise 
in  the  earth,  and  the  joy  of  many  generations,  then  the  mistakes  of  tliese  times  will  be  recti- 
fied ;  and  that  which  is  of  Ood  in  any  of  his  churches,  now  in  any  part  of  the  world,  will 
be  owned  and  improved  unto  an  higher  degree  of  yrocticoZ  godliness,  that  shall  continue  for 
many  generations  succeeding  one  another,  which  hiUieilo  hath  been  bo  rare  a  thing  to  be 
found  in  the  world. 

I  shall  now  draw  to  n  conclusion,  with  an  observation  vMeh  hath  visited  ray  thoughts:  that 
the  lord  haUi  blessed  the  family  of  the  Mathers,  amongst  na,  with  a  singular  blessing,  in 
that  no  less  than  ten  of  them,  have  been  accepted  of  him,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  his  people 
in  the  muiiatry  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesua  Christ;  of  whom,  as  the  Apostle  said  in  another 
case,  though  some  are  fdl!enaskep,yettha  greatest  part  remain  laUo  this  day;  I  do  not  know 
the  like  in  our  New-Eugland,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  found  rare  to  parallel  the  same  in  our 
comitries.  Truly  I  have  thought,  it  hath  been  a  reward  of  grace,  with  respect  unto  the 
faithfulness  they  have  exproseed,  in  asserting,  cleaiing,  maintaining,  and  putting  on  for  the 
practice  of  that  great  principle,  of  the  propagation  of  Religion  in  these  Churches,  viz;  3^ 
Covenant-slate,  and  Chureh-fnembership  of  the  Children  bom  in  these  Churches,  together  with 
the  Scripture^'uties  appertiuning  thereunto,  and  that  by  yertue  of  God's  Covenant  of  Grace, 
established  by  God  with  his  people,  and  their  seed  with  them,  and  after  them  in  their  gener. 
Btions.  And  this  has  been  done  especially  by  Mr.  Richard  Mather  the  father,  and  by  Mr. 
Increase  Mather  his  son,  and  by  Mr.  Cotton  Maiher  his  son,  the  author  of  this  present  work. 

I  shall  give  the  reader  the  satisfaction  to  enumerate  this  happy  Dete-  i   rate 

1.  RicttAfiB  Mather,  Teacher  of  the  Church  in  Dorchester. 

2.  Samuel  Mather:  He  was  the  first  Fellow  of  Harvnrd-CoUedge  m  C  mbndgem  New- 
England,  and  the  first  Preacher  at  North-Boston,  where  his  brother  and  his  nephew  ire  now 
his  successors.  He  was  afterwords  one  of  the  Chaplains  in  Magdalen  CoUedge  in  Oxford; 
after  that,  n  senior  FeUoic  of  Trinity-Coll  edge  in  Dublin,  and  Pastor  of  a  Chuich  in  that 
city,  where  he  died. 

3.  Natrasiel  Mather,  which  succeeded  his  brother  Samuel  as  Pastor  of  that  Church 
in  Dublin,  and  is  now  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  London. 

4.  Eleazab  Mather:  He  was  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Northampton  in  New-England,  and 
much  esteemed  in  those  parts  of  the  country:  he  died  when  he  was  but  thirty-two  years  old. 

5.  Increase  Mather;  who  is  known  in  both  Englands.  These  four  were  sons  of 
Richard  Mather. 

6.  Cotton  Mather,  the  author  of  this  history. 

7.  Nathaniel  Mather,  He  died  at  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age;  was  a  Master  of 
Arts;  began  to  preach  in  private.  His  piety  nnd  learning  was  beyond  his  years.  The  His- 
tory  of  his  Life  and  Death  wan  written  by  his  brother,  and  there  have  been  three  editions  of  it 
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18  AN  ATTESTATION  TO  THIS  CHUECH-HISTOEY,  ETC, 

piinted  at  IiOndon.     He  died  here  at  Salem,  mid  over  Wa  Grave  tliore  is  written,  "The 


8.  Samuel  Mather;  he  is  now  a  publiek  prcnclier.  ThcfM;  three  last  mentioned,  nre  tho 
sona  of  iMCHEAaE  Mateeh, 

9.  Samuei.  Matheb,  tlie  son  of  Timothy,  and  grandson  of  Richard  Mathek?  He  is  tho 
piistor  of  a  ehuruh  in  Windsor;  a  pious  and  prudent  man ;  who  has  been  an  happy  instru- 
ment of  uniting  the  churah  and  town,  amongst  whom  there  had  been  great  diviaiona. 

10.  Washam  Mather,  the  son  of  Elbazar  Mather,  and  hy  his  mother  grandson  to 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Warham,  late  pastor  of  the  ehureh  in  Windsor;  he  is  nowalao  a  publiek 
preacher.  Beliold,  an  happy  family,  the  gird  sight  whereof  may  well  inspire  even  an  old 
age  past  eighty  with  jwe(rj  enough  to  add  this: 


0  Nimium  Ditecte  Deo,  Venerande  Mjiheeb, 
Gaudens  tot  Natoe  ChrUtt  namerare  Ministros! 

Det  Delia  ui  taUa  insargant  usque  Miitheri, 

Et  Nati  Nalnnint,  et  qiii  Nasce-ntur  ab  Hits. 

Hm  inter  ttellae  falgcat,  Coltone  Melhere, 

Fair&m  tu  aeqiuiis  vestigia  semper  adorana, 
PImtphorua  oat  aliia!* 

Now  the  Loi'd  our  God,  the  fiiithful  God,  that  keepelh  coiejutnl  (md  mercy  lo  a  ikousaiid 
generations,  with  hia  people ;  let  him  incline  the  heart  of  his  people  of  New-England,  to 
keep  covenant  and  duty  towards  their  God,  to  walk  in  hia  ways,  and  keep  his  comtnand- 
menta,  that  he  may  bring  upon  them  the  bleaaing  of  Abraham,  the  mercy  and  troth  unto 
Jiieob,  the  sure  mercies  of  Itavid,  the  grace  and  peace  tliat  Cometh  from  God  the  Father,  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  that  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  be  in  and  with 
tlieae  thurchea,  from  one  generation  to  another,  until  tlie  second  coming  of  our  Loi-d  and 
Saviuur  Jesus  ChristI     Unto  him  be  glory  and  dominion,  for  ewr  and  ecer.    Amem. 


JOHN  HIGGINSUN. 
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A    PREFATORY    POEM, 


MAGNALIA    CHRISTI    AMERICANA: 
WEITTER  BT  THE  EEV.  ME.  COTTON  MATIIEE, 


Struck  Tciik  huge  love,  at  whit  to  be  poaE«6l, 

I  mniU  deapond,  good  reader,  iu  Ihe  giust ; 

Tot  help  me,  It  at  lei^^b  It  may  be  eiudi 

Wbo  llrat  the  tSumin-i  of  «s  cculk  displny'd? 

Inform  roe,  whence  tbe  itany piopli  came! 

Who  naa  their  thther— Japbel,  Bhem,  or  Cham  ? 

And  how  Ihey  slrnddled  to  Iho  ^niywrfts, 

To  loot  atiolisr  aorld  beyond  the  seaa  ? 

And  when,  niid  why,  and  where  they  laat  broke  gronnd, 

What  risks  Ihey  ran,  wbei«  they  llret  anchm-tng  Ibundl 

TeQmelheir  paU'iaTcbK,prophete,pi^e3la,andkiDgBf 

Kellgion,  mannere,  mouamenlal  things; 

What  charters  had  Ihey?— whal  immiroiliet! 

What  altars,  temples,  eities,  colonlee, 

Did  Uiej  erect  1    Who  were  their  pnhlic  spirits? 


What 
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CM,  what  gloi 
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ey'd 

ne'er  been 

lye 

Ihougsod  more, 

\«s 

bought,  th 

mp, 

and  wring 

and!, 

andplmkmyhair 

nk, 

what  hietffid  ig 

«  hath  done, 

vnixg'sea, 

weiL 

hooka,  sch 

mdct 

Uedgemaybespu 

d. 

ly  flUy  be  compared  t 


*,  who  lei 


Who  hoWly  do  preland  (bnl  who'll  believe  it 
If  Gesesit  were  lost,  they  coidd  retrieve  11 ; 
Tea,  all  Ihe  nund  aril ;  pray  tet  them  try 
On  the  New  World  then-  gift  of  proM«S- 
Pot  b11  of  them,  the  new  tcorl^a  aniipiities, 
SmotherM  hi  everlaalins:  alienee  lies ; 

Than  Ihey  that  Agamemnon  llr'd  before. 
TTie  poor  Americans  ai'e  under  hlame, 
Like  Ihsm  of  old,  that  from  Td-i«^h  came, 
Conjtctar'd  once  to  be  of  Israel's  seed, 
Bnt  no  rff4J>vf  appear'd  lo  prove  ihe  deed: 
And  UlTB  Habojah's  eons,  Ibat  were  pul  by 


stlheirf' 
oi  pQfil  things  to 


And  chiidrei 
Like  IjaBtard: 
And  they  ani 


ind  time's  corroding  ^1 : 
ici,  he  has  bruah'd  off  the  di 

nd'B  religion  of  Ihe  gloss, 
■ic  frsitt  to  Ihe  King  of  kin 


vAbj,  ^nvds,  FaiUt,  Mid  Diaetidine. 
CJua  ProeiiUnces  afe  displayed, 
and  Judgments  are  in  colours  laid ; 
11?  wonderTui  by  aea  and  tand, 
IveE  are  invtd  by  his  pidus  hand. 


er  ihii^  than  gokl ; 


Locks  fast  his  reader,  and  the  time  begiili 
Whilst  tnt  and  Isaming  move  Ihsmselvet 


id  curionaly  bilaylt^  b( 
His  praicklvg,  writijtff. 


Piay  is  bis  toyi,  and  wori  hia  recreation, 

AddicJfd  la  a  awiH  and  lot^  flight. 
Deariy  it  loves  itrtf  air^  and  elo^uenc'. 
And  hates  coi^nt/nent,  sava  lo  truth  and  sentt 
Allow  what  "a  known ;  Ihey  who  write  bisloi 
Write  many  Ihbiga  they  see  with  olhere'  eyes  i 
Tis  fhir,  where  nought  is  Mgn'd,  nor  nndigest 


Why  may  noli  speak 

minoopbilo 

The  sivff  is  troe,  Ihe 

The  woikman's  good, 

Most  piously  daign'd, 

a  publick  e 

NICHOLAS  NOVRB, 
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in  the  Oiiginal  I^dMojl.] 
t>NO    MADERO, 


MAO-ffJILI^ 


A\™ins  aenclomin,  qaoi  Sti-iMs,  cJn™  i 
J«™iM  Cemo  Too ;  Firlnlea  ifclw  m 
CaididKS  int^itt  Tecom,  OiaritaU  refi 
Dtclriaa  Enimitu  Docttt,  Pielate  pjiug 

Doclomin  es  VaVis,  Dinaniii  SpiraMB  R 
De  bine  fimsitis  ^andela  Terlixa  Hare 
JVimn  priEaaffit,  nccnoa  Anagrammata 


Doctornai  JUerilit;  ^pTXnexspralcntaicliia; 

MoTAy  Fids,  cjdtv,  qaoquB  patriBBBre  ttudfbit ; 
GmteK  ojiKB  Ml  Domino,  PfllWffl  MC  VBKB'ii!  noK 
Orii  frjiclifical.    Mr  Fertmutii  Umorem, 
Scribtttdo  VUaa  Gliffpas,  propria  eer^la  cBt. 


idid  readers  can  but  and 


WhoBfl  vlrtnf 
Not  DDly  Id  Iby  booh,  bat  tn  Uiy  mind 
Learned  and  pions,  nith  a  mBalei-^  ej 
Thon  canat  depWui*  learned  pLaty. 

Cbtld  at  THE  LiarhedI  UQble  Is  t 
But  nobler  art  Uioa  es  a  <^ild  of  grace 
Third  of  thy  lino  I  Ihj  berill^e  recsivt 
And  Ihese  propheiic  An^ramH  beliet 


Nor  shall  cair  pride  end  here :  each  future  age 
Shnll  cIidiD  |}ie  honours,  Bparhlins  on  thy  pnge— 
8han  BtlU  revere  tlie  foanders  of  the  StstCi 
Their  wm^lp,  EhiLb,  and  TJrUies  imitate. 
Thy  God  shall  bless  the  labour  of  Ihy  mind— 
Thy  eoimlry's  boon,  a  treasure  to  njankind. 
Thoi^h  hero  thou  writest  others^  lives,  yet  thine 
Shall  glow  respletidont  in  euh  iivlng  line. 


Bcleriatic  se 


aicesbytn 


osingllielol 


by  grave  SDbolaia  wilh  on  enthualaem  which  would  have  dons  honour  to  a  more  dtgntfled  empi 

ymenL    Thcl 

BucceSB  was  generally  Indlflirent ;  and  even  when  (brtunate,  they  cerlidnly  plnmed  Uiemsclves  1 

>o  much  »pon 

ifliaractorB,  laid  Ibit  all  the  -wordH  of  the  Engli^  language  are  composed  of  only  Homiy-sii  lettera. 

Hie  flr^  of  the  foregoing  spechnens,  by  "Nleholaa  Noyes,  TeflChei'  of  the  Chiu'ch  at  Salem, 

will  compare 

hvonribly  with  Its  class.    Out  of  a  LallnisUc  vorsJon  ot  Dur  author^  nnme,  (Cottobos  M.rcB 

DE,)  he  mskea 

Mathm,  both  hemes  of  this  history.    Little  tan  he  e»ld  In  praise  of  his  other  anagianis.    Th 

inot,  wltlioat 

most  unjustifiable  eserelse  of  poetic  Ueenae,  he  fbroed  Into  a  bexanielei-  veree.— TRiKSLiTOK.] 

B  prophet,  hy  his  nioi-e  /amiVto-  arts, 

■y  rise,  they  walk,  Ihej  talk,  look  wondrous  ill 

^h  rtfthem  in  an  orb  of  f^jll  doth  abine, 

liveries  of  f^ory  most  divine. 

len  ancient  names  I  In  thy  pages  met, 

^e  gema  on  Aarmi'B  cosily  breaat-plate  aet, 

(bidks  heaven  'a  open,  while  gt'eat  samls  desc 

wi'eflthe  the  brows  by  which  Iheir  acis  wore  p 
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INTSODUCTOEY    POEMS,    ETC. 


TO  THE  EEVEKEKD  COITOB  MATHEK, 


HISTORY    OF    NEW-ENGLAND. 


That  LeLger  In  your  aocred  chH  did  lie ; 
Nursed  your  ilrfit  rJioughtef  viLh  genLle  beams  i 
And  rai^ht  your  baiid  tilings  past  (o  bring  lo  t 

You  make  retui-D  To  God^s  good  providence : 
ttecoi'ding;  how  Uiat  mighty  band  was  nigbf 
To  trai»  out  patbE  not  known  to  morljil  eye, 


idplao'dt 


did  them 


New-England's  crowns  excelling  Spanish  gold. 
Here  be  run  lessons  set  for  us  lo  read, 
Thai  Dteprtngs  are  ot  Buch  a  goodly  breed. 
Tbe  dead  ones  heie.  so  much  dive  ai'u  mads, 


TiMOTHV  WOODBEIDGE,  Minister  of  Hmtf«id. 


EEVERENDUM   DOMINUM,   D.   COTTONUM   MATHERUM, 


COTTONFS    MATHERUS. 


THE    REVEREND    MR.    COTTON    MATHER, 


AN    INSCRIPTION. 

COTTON     MATHEI 


1    PINBAniC. 
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INTEODUCTORY    POEMS,    ETC. 

TO  THE  LEAMED  ASD  KEVEREKD  MR.  COTTON  MATIIEE, 
ON    HIS    EXCELLENT   MAGHALIA, 


COTTONIUS     MATHERUS. 
le  dead  la  Ihj  rare  pities  rise,  i       But  all  snccemlins  agea  ebi 


1  (peace,  tiUj  JH 
EAW90K,  Pai 


IN   JESU    CHRISTl 
MAG  K  ALIA      AMERICANA, 


FXB  MAGNUM,  D0CT18SIMUMQUE  VIEUM,  D.  COTTONUM  MATHEIiUM, 


lumque  libel,  Uttl  si^re  licet  Jt 

Mtma  dst  Anllqule,  AZmqiic 

Hlo  nihil,  si  nnlta  (modo  tic  bidi  virerej  i.e( 

Dtc,  lot  habepdo  Ileos.  legiKiue  videndo  peril 
Cenlenosque  liros,  celebtea  Tlrhiie,  Slalumqi 

Rea  bona.    Hec  eat  eril,  M  Rege  at  Lege  bt 

Nil  Lex,  nil  So/o",  nil  et  sine  JV^imins  Jt^ma. 
Bit  Dnis  ignutosqne  d™  fugo.    MulW  Po 

Hon  conrers  Deo  Gene  ^mrriaim ;  Musitt 
li^ia,  7'citrpla  Prrce  ~    ' 


,  undo  repletoe   [qne ; 
Sine  lege,  Deoqnt 


uira 


m  tdlomiite  M 
so  putefiKlt  nblquo  locorum. 
irm.  Veterem  Sekola  ait  diepersa 


MuUa  Mem  anperunl,  multotuiD  Exeinpla  docebn 
Flora  quol  0>-b!s  habet  J/oduj  ^rfwimsda,  quol  a 
Et  quot  In  Jmirico.  degunt  iiblcanque  Cdeni. 

Dtqno  yanficUt  quid  erit  tibi  Boacerel  I  luuB 
Speroe  Diabelices.  tiunt  bid  Magitalia  ChriBti. 
No  llmeaa  Umbriun.    Corpus  alno  corpore  apeclrui 

Bceptra  gereua,  ^Indiesque  Terox  ubicunque  Noverc 


h-bia  hBbet,  quffi  dogmata 


lun  MunduB  erll,  vlvst  tun  Fsina  per  Orbem. 
HENIUCUa  SiXliltlS,  Eccleiix  Jfta-Eboractiuie  JUisiater  Bclsicm. 
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ITranBtalion  of  Uio  fwcsouiK,  mnae  6"  Ihis  Editnm.l 
A         POEM, 

THE  MIGHTY  WORKS  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA, 

BT  THAT  GEEAT  AND  MOST  LEARNED  MAN,  MR.  COTTON  MATHER, 


Tke> 


iiidrous  V 


But  whal  God  Aire  bath  wrought,  In  Ibis  out  oga, 
All  shall  behold,  eoiblsioned  oa  IhJ  pnga. 

SlrangB  la  Oij  dnolUng-plnce.    Tby  home  is  whoi 
"Cvaa  Ibought  do  creature  breathed  Uie  vilsl  lur. 
Yet  lhei«  a  mighty  future  <3  bc^un, 
And  men  and  thluga  a  race  of  empire  run. 

Ha  proud  discovery  known  In  ancleut  lore 


Its  llbei'al  tests  no  ban  of  ignorance  fli 

Oa  Indians  or  converted  beiedcs. 

For  HTisdom'e  balls  we  need  not  cross  the  sea: 

Since  Wisdom  ever  honours  toil  Mid  pahis, 
And  hl^  dtgrges  true  merit  always  g^ns, 
Peichance  Philosophy  and  Science  hero 
find  new  secrets  and  a  broador  sphere. 

^  ei:cetd  belief,  and  many  more 


And  then,  like  uld  JEoe! 


soil  of  Italy  and  Spain ; 

)d  kings  [be  sword  ofshiughler  wiiild, 

ir  thrones  aUbrd  u  bnUle-ileM. 


Jieon  of  pagan  gods  in 


His  Christian  temple,  an 


alyellotJHe- 
in  Learning  viae. 


Within  thy  breast  eihaustles 
And  bore  recordest,  as  by  6c 

Among  those  "Mighty  Worl 

Immortal MtTHiml 'Us  tb 

To  Old  World  minds  makes  N 
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A  GEIERAL   INTRODUCTION, 


flicam  Aoc  jfroj'ifi"  ntUitatem  eorum  qui  Lectin   luat  hoc  opus  — Theodteit  " 

{  1.  I WRITB  the  WoNCEHs  of  the  Christian  Reugiom,  flying  from  the  depri*  itiona  of 
Europe,  to  the  Ameiiean  Strand;  and,  naaiated  by  f  he  Holy  Author  of  that  Religion,  I  do 
wiUi  all  conscience  of  Ti'uth,  required  therein  by  Him,  who  is  the  Truth  ituelf,  report  the 
wonderful  displays  of  Hia  infinite  Power,  Wisdom,  Goodness,  and  F^tthfulntss,  wherewith 
His  Divine  Providence  hath  irradiated  an  Indian  Wilderness, 

I  relate  the  Considerable  Matters,  that  produced  and  attended  the  Krst  Settlement  of 
Colonies,  which  have  been  renowned  for  the  degree  of  REPOBMATmN,  professed  and  attained 
by  Evangelical  Ctiurehes,  erected  in  those  ends  of  iJie  earik;  and  a  Field  being  thos  pre- 
pared, I  proceed  unto  a  relation  of  the  Considerable  MaUers  which  have  been  acted  thereupon, 

I  firet  introduce  the  Actors,  that  have  in  a  more  exemplary  manner  served  liiose  Colonies; 
and  give  Remarkable  Occurrences,  in  the  exemplary  Lives  of  many  Magistrates,  and  of 
more  Ministers,  who  so  lived  as  to  leave  unto  Posterity  scampks  worthy  of  everlasting 
remembrance. 

I  add  hereunto,  the  Notables  of  the  only  Protestant  University  that  ever  shone  in  that 
hemisphere  of  the  New  World;  with  particular  instances  of  Criolians,  in  our  Biography, 
provokmg  the  whole  world  with  vertuous  objects  of  emulation, 

I  introduce  then,  the  Actions  of  a  more  emment  importance,  that  have  signalized  those 
Colonies;  whether  the  Establishments,  directed  by  thdt  Synods;  with  a  rich  variety  of 
Synodical  and  Ecclesiastical  Determinations;  or,  the  Disturbances,  with  which  they  have 
been  from  all  sorts  of  temptations  and  euemies  tompestuated;  and  the  Methods  by  which 
they  have  still  weathered  out  each  horrible  tempest. 

And  into  the  midst  of  these  Actions,  I  interpose  an  entire  Book,  wherein  there  is,  with 
all  possible  veracity,  a  Collection  made  of  Memorable  Occurrences,  and  amazing  Judgments 
and  Mercies  befalling  many  particular  persons  among  the  people  of  New-England. 

Let  my  readers  expect  ail  that  I  have  promised  Wiom,  in  this  Bill  if  Fare ;  and  it  may  be 
they  will  find  themselves  entertained  with  yet  many  other  passages,  above  and  beyond  their 
expectation,  deserving  likewise  a  room  in  History;  in  all  which,  there  will  be  nothing  but 
the  Author's  too  mean  way  of  preparing  so  great  entertain inents,  to  reproach  the  Invitation. 

{  2.  The  reader  will  doubtless  desire  to  know,  what  it  was  that 

Inaignet  Fieiale  Viros,  tat  adire  Lalores, 

ImpulcritA 
And  our  History  shall,  on  many  fit  occasions  which  will  be  therein  offered,  endeavour,  with 
ali  historical  fidelity  and  simplicity,  and  with  as  little  offence  as  may  be,  to  satisfy  him.     The 
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sum  of  Ihe  matter  is,  that  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Reformation  in  the  EnglL^ih 
Nation,  there  hath  always  been  a  generation  of  Godly  Men,  desirous  to  pursue  the  Beftum- 
ntjon  of  Religion,  aceordiiig  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Example  of  the  best  Relbmicd 
Churuhcs;  and  answering  the  character  of  Good  Men,  given  by  Josephiia,  in  his  Puriij)lir:iEB 
on  the  words  of  Samuel  to  Sanl,  (^ijJev  'aXX'  #fa;j;flSffBa'flai  xaKus  if'  ia\iTuv  nixi^ovrts, 
^  0  Ti  iJM  noj^^uffj  T-off  ©sou  niKsXiiwriis.  C^hey  think  they  do  nothing  right  in  tlie  ser- 
vice of  God,  but  what  they  do  according  to  the  command  of  God.)  And  there  hiitli  been 
another  generation  of  men,  who  have  slill  employed  the  'power  which  they  have  genehilly 
still  hod  in  their  hands,  not  only  to  atop  the  progress  of  the  desired  Beformntion,  but  iilso, 
with  innumerable  vejcations,  to  persecute  those  that  most  heai'fily  wished  well  unto  it. 
There  were  many  of  the  Eefomiers,  who  joyned  with  the  Reverend  John  Fox,  in  the  cmn- 
flairtls  which  he  then  entred  in  his  Martyrology,  about  the  "baits  of  Popery"  yet  left  in  tlie 
Church;  and  in  his  wishes,  "  God  take  them  away,  or  ease  us  from  tiiem,  for  God  taoivs 
they  be  the  cause  of  much  blindness  and  strife  amongst  menl"  They  zealously  decreed 
the  yoZicy  of  complying  always  with  the  ignorance  and  vajiity  of  tJie  People;  and  cried  out 
earnestly  for  purer  Adtniuistrations  in  the  house  of  God,  and  more  conformity  to  tlie  Laio 
of  Christ  and  jvMmftuc  Christianity:  while  others  would  not  hear  of  going  any  further  th.in 
the  first  Essay  of  Reformation.  'Tis  very  certain,  that  the  first  Reformers  never  intended 
that  what  they  did  should  be  the  absolute  boundary  of  Reformation,  so  that  it  should  be  a 
sin  to  proceed  any  fiuther;  as,  by  their  own  going  beyond  Wicklift,  and  changing  and  grow, 
ing  in  their  own  Models  also,  and  the  confessions  of  Cranmer,  with  the  Scripta  AngSicana 
of  Bucer,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  was  abundantly  demonstrated.  But  nfter  a  fruitless 
expectation,  wherein  the  truest  friends  of  the  Reformation  long  waited  for  to  have  fhitt 
which  Heylin  himself  owns  to  have  been  ihe  design  of  the  first  Reformers,  followed  as  it 
should  have  been,  a  party  very  unjustly  arrogating  to  themselves  the  venerable  name  of 
The  Ckv-Tch  (f  England,  by  numberless  oppressions,  grievously  smote  those  their  Feliow- 
Servanta.  Then  'twas  ihat,  as  our  gi'eat  Owen  hath  espressed  it,  "Multitudes  of  pious, 
peaceable  Protestants,  were  driven,  by  thoir  severities,  to  leave  their  native  country,  and 
seek  a  refuge  for  their  lives  and  liberties,  with  freedom  for  the  worship  of  God,  in  a  wilder- 
ness, in  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

\  3.  It  is  the  History  of  these  Protestants  fJiat  is  here  attempted:  Protestants  that 
highly  honoured  and  affected  the  Church  of  England,  and  humbly  petition  to  be  a  •pari  of 
it-  but  bv  the  mistake  of  a  few  powerful  brethren,  driven  to  seek  a  place  for  the  exercise 
of  the  Protestant  Religion,  according  to  the  light  of  their  consciences,  in  the  desi^rta  of 
Amenci  And  in  this  attempt  I  have  proposed,  not  only  to  preserve  and  secure  the  interest 
ol  Religion  in  liie  Churches  of  that  littie  country  New-Enolanb,  so  far  as  tlie  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  may  please  to  bless  it  for  that  end,  but  also  to  oifer  unto  the  Churches  of  the 
Reformation  abroad  in  the  world,  some  small  Memorials,  that  may  be  serviceable  unto  the 
designs  of  Reformation,  whereto,  I  believe,  they  are  quickly  to  be  awakened.  I  am  far 
from  any  such  boast,  concerning  these  Churches,  ikat  they  have  nW  of  nothing;  I  wish  their 
works  were  more  perfect  before  Ood.  Indeed,  that  which  Austin  called  "the  perfection  of 
Christians,"  is  like  to  be,  until  the  tenn  for  theanti-christian  apostasiebe  expired,  "tlie  per- 
fection of  Churches"  too;  ut  agnoscant  se  mcnquam  esse perfictas.'''  Nevertiieless,  I  perswado 
myself,  that  so  far  as  they  have  attained,  they  have  given  great  examples  of  the  methods  and 
ts  wherein  an  Evangelical  Reformation  is  to  be  prosecuted,  and  of  Ihe  qualifications 
1  tiie  instruments  that  are  to  prosecute  it,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  may  be 
most  likely  to  obstruct  it,  and  tiie  most  likely  Directions  and  Remedies  for  those  obstruc- 
tions. It  may  be,  'tis  not  possible  for  me  to  do  a  greater  service  unto  the  Churches  on  the 
best  Island  of  the  universe,  than  to  give  a  distinct  relation  of  those  great  examples  which 
have  been  occurring  among  Churches  of  exiles,  that  were  driven  out  of  that  Island,  into  an 
horrible  wilderness,  meerly  for  their  being  well-willers  unto  the  Reformation,    When  that 

*  To  ocknoHleilgii  their  impotfoctioiM. 
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blessed  Martyr  Constantiiie  was  carried,  with  other  Martyrs,  in  a  dung-carl,  unto  tlic  place 
of  execution,  he  pleasantly  said,  "Well,  yet  we  are  a  precious  odour  to  God  in  Christ." 
Though,  the  Reformed  Churches  in  the  American  Regions  have,  by  very  injurious  represent- 
Etions  of  their  brethren,  (all  which  they  desire  to  forget  and  forgive!)  been  many  draea 
thrown  into  a  dvng-cart;  yet,  as  they  have  been  a  "precious  odour  to  God  in  Christ,"  ao,  I 
hope,  they  will  be  a  piecious  odour  unto  His  people;  and  not  only  predous,  but  iise/i4  also, 
when  the  History  of  them  shall  come  to  be  considered.  A  ReformaUon  of  the  Church  is 
coming  on,  and  I  cannot  but  thereupon  say,  wilh  the  dying  Cyrus  to  his  children  in  Xeno- 
phon,  'Ex  Twv  ^f<iysysvvr)iJ.ivuv  fiauflausrE,  aurfi  yip  dpi<tm  SiSa<txa\la.  (Learn  from 
the  things  thitt  have  been  done  already,  for  this  is  the  best  way  of  learning.)  The  reader 
hath  here  an  account  of  the  "things  that  have  been  done  already."  Bernard,  upon  that 
ckuse  in  the  Cantielos,  ["O  thou  Mrest  among  women!"]  has  this  ingenious  gloss:  PuU 
ehram,  nan  omnimode  giadenh  sed  pulchram  inter  mulieres  earn  docet;  videlicsi  cum  disline- 
(ioiK,  mftiatua  ex  hoc  amflius  reprimalur,  el  sciat  quid  desit  sibL  *  Thus,  I  do  not  say,  that 
the  Chuwhes  of  New-Engiand  are  the  most  regular  that  can  be;  yet  I  do  say,  and  am  sore, 
that  they  are  very  like  unto  those  that  were  in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity.  And  if  I 
assert  that,  in  the  Reformation  of  the  Church,  the  state  of  it  in  those  first  Ages  is  to  be  not 
a  little  considered,  the  great  Peter  Ramus,  among  others,  has  emboldened  me.  For  when 
the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  the  Miecenas  of  that  great  man,  was  offended  at  him,  for  tummg 
Protestant,  he  replied:  Inter  Opes  Ulas,  quibus  me  dti&sii,  has  eliam  in  ceterrcwm  recordabor, 
quod  Benefiaio  Poessiaca:  Responsionis  tiuB  didici,  de  quindecim  a  Ckrtsto  smadis,  primiim 
■cere  etse  aaveiaa;  Reliqua,  quo  longius  abscederent,  esse  nequiora,  alque  deieriora:  turn  igilw 
cam  Jieret  optio,  Aureum  smculian  dekgH  In  short,  the /fs(  Age  was  the  goMen  Age:  to 
return  unto  that,  will  make  a  man  a  Protestant,  and,  I  may  add,  a  Puritan.  Tis  possible 
that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  carried  some  thousands  of  Reformers  into  the  retttements  of  an 
American  desart,  on  purpose  that,  with  an  opportunity  granted  unto  many  of  his  fdthful 
servants,  to  enjoy  the  precious  liberty  of  their  Ministry,  though  in  the  midst  of  many  tempt- 
ations all  their  days.  He  might  there,  »  them  first,  and  then  %  them,  give  a  specmsn  of 
many  good  things,  which  He  would  have  His  Churches  elsewhere  aspire  and  arise  unto; 
and-  this  being  done,  he  knows  not  whether  there  be  not  all  done,  that  New-England  was 
planted  for;  and  whether  the  Plantation  may  not,  soon  afUr  this,  come  to  itoihing.  Upon 
that  expression  in  the  sacred  Scripture,  "Cast  the  unprofitable  servant  into  outer  darkness," 
it  hath  been  imagined  by  some,  that  the  R^^nes  exiera:  %  of  America,  are  the  Tembne 
exteriores, }  which  the  unprofitable  are  there  condemned  unto.  No  doubt,  the  authors  of 
those  Ecclesiastical  impositions  and  severities,  which  drove  the  English  Christians  into  the 
dark  repons  of  America,  esteemed  those  Christians  to  be  a  very  unprofitable  sort  of  crea- 
tures. But  behold,  ye  European  Churehes,  there  ore  golden  CandlesHolts  [more  tlian  twice 
seven  times  seveni]  in  the  midst  of  this  "outer  darkness;"  unto  the  upright  children  of 
Abraham,  here  hath  arisen  ligU  in  dwkness.  And,  let  us  humbly  speak  it^  it  shall  be  profit- 
able for  you  to  consider  tlie  light  which,  from  the  midst  of  this  "outer  darkness,"  is  now  to 
be  darted  over  unto  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean.  But  we  must  therewithal 
ask  your  Prayers,  that  these  "golden  Candlesticks"  may  not  quickly  be  "removed  out  of 
their  place!" 

J  4.  But  whether  New-England  may  live  any  where  else  or  no,  it  must  live  in  our  History! 

Hkioky,  in  general,  hath  had  so  many  and  mighty  commendations  from  the  pens  of  those 
numberless  authors,  who,  from  Herodotus  to  Howel,  have  been  the  professed  wiiters  of  it, 

t  Among  Ihe  many  tavouta  wilh  whlcb  your  bounly  has  enriched  mo,  I  sSaU  keep  one  In  overlasllng  i-emBni- 
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that  ,1  tenth  part  of  tlicni  transcribed,  would  be  a  farniture  for  a  Polyanlhea  in  folio.*  We, 
that  have  neither  liberty,  nor  occasioD,  to  quote  these  commendations  of  History,  will  con- 
tent ourselves  mth  the  opinion  of  one  who  was  not  much  of  a  professed  historian,  expressed 
in  that  passage,  whereto  all  mankind  subscribe,  Htstoria  est  Testis  lemporum,  Nuntia  velus- 
tatis.  Lux  verilatis,  vila  memorirE,  ma^Ura  t&e.f  But  of  all  History  it  must  be  confessed, 
that  the  palm  is  to  be  given  unto  Church  Histoiyi  wherein  the  dignity,  the  suavity,  and  the 
utility  of  the  subject  is  transcendent.  I  observe,  that  for  the  description  of  tlie  whole 
worid  in  the  Book  of  Genesis,  that  flrst-bom  of  all  historians,  the  great  Moses,  implies  but 
one  or  two  chapters,  whereas  he  implies,  it  may  be  seven  times  as  many  chapters,  in  describ- 
ing that  one  little  Pavilion,  the  Tabernacle.  And  when  I  am  thinking  what  mny  be  the 
reason  of  this  ditference,  methinks  it  intimates  unto  us,  that  the  Church  wherein  the  service 
of  God  is  performed,  is  much  more  precious  than  the  world,  which  was  indeed  created 
for  the  sake  and  use  of  the  Church.  THs  very  certain,  that  the  greatest  entertaiiiments 
must  needs  occur  in  the  History  of  the  people  whom  the  Son  of  God  halh  redeemed  and 
purified  unto  himself,  as  a  peculiar  people,  and  whom  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  supernatural 
operations  upon  their  minds,  does  cause  to  live  like  strangers  in  this  world,  conforming 
themselves  unto  the  Truths  and  Rules  of  his  Holy  Word,  in  expectatjon  of  a  Kingdom, 
whereto  they  shall  be  in  another  and  a  bettei'  World  advanced.  Such  a  people  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  hatii  procured  and  preserved  in  all  ages  visible;  and  the  dispensations  of  his 
wondrous  Providence  towards  this  People,  (for,  "O  Lord,  thou  dost  lift  them  up  and  cast 
them  downl")  their  calamities,  their  deliverances,  the  dispositions  which  they  have  still 
discovered,  and  the  considerable  persons  and  aclians  found  among  them,  cannot  but  afford 
matters  of  admiTatifm  and  admonition,  above  what  any  other  story  can  pretend  unto :  'tis 
nothing  but  Atheism  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  can  perswade  tiiom  otherwise.  Let  any 
person  of  good  sense  peruse  the  History  of  Herodotus,  which,  like  a  river  taking  lise  where 
the  Sacred  Records  of  the  Old  Testament  leave  off,  runs  along  smoothly  and  sweetly,  with 
relations  that  sometimes  perhaps  want  an  apohgy,  down  until  the  Grecians  drive  the  Per- 
sians before  them.  Let  him  then  peruse  Thucydides,  who,  from  acting,  betook  himself  to 
writing,  and  carries  the  ancient  state  of  the  Grecians  down  to  the  twenty-first  year  of  the 
Peloponnesian  wars,  in  a  manner  which  Casanbon  jodges  to  be  Mirandvm  potivs  quam  imi. 
tartdwn.X  Let  him  nest  revolve  Xenophon,  that  "Bee  of  Athens,"  who  continues  a  narrative 
of  Hie  Greek  aifairs  from  the  Peloponnesian  wars  to  Uie  battle  of  Mantinea,  and  gives  tis  a 
C3mis  into  the  bargain,  at  such  a  rate,  that  I^psins  reckons  the  character  of  a  jSuaiits,  Fidus 
el  CiTCTimsjiectus  Scriptor,  j  to  belong  unto  him.  Let  Wm  from  hence  proceed  unto  Dio- 
dorua  Siculus,  who,  beades  a  rich  treasure  of  Egyptian,  Assyrian,  Lybian  and  Grecian,  and 
other  Antiquities,  in  a  phrase  which,  according  to  Photins's  judgment,  is  'iSrapia.  (LoXiara 
•aaitSitS-H,  [of  all  most  becoming  an  historian,]  carries  on  the  thread  begun  by  his  predeces- 
sors, until  the  end  of  the  hundred  and  nineteenth  Olympiad;  and  where  he  is  defective,  let 
it  be  supplied  from  Airianus,  from  Justin,  and  from  Cnrtius,  who,  in  the  relish  of  Colerus,  is 
Quoi'js  melJe  dukior.  \\  Iiet  him  hereupon  consult  Polybios,  and  acquaint  himself  with  the 
birth  and  growth  of  the  Roman  Empire,  as  for  as  'tis  described  in  live  of  the  forty  books 
composed  by  an  author  who,  with  a  learned  Professor  of  History,  is  Prvdens  Scriptw,  ri 
quis  alius.  IT  Let  hira  now  run  over  the  table  of  the  Roman  affairs,  oompendionsiy  given  by 
Lucms  Floms,  and  then  let  him  consider  the  transactions  of  above  three  hundred  years 
reported  by  Dionysius  Halicarnassasus,  who,  if  the  censure  of  Bodin  may  be  taken,  Grmcos 
omnes  el  Lalinos  superdsse  videatitr.**    I*t  him  from  hence  pass  to  Livy,  of  whom  the 

f  Hialary  is  TIma'a  «ilDe»,  tho  mosseni 
guide  of  huTDOQ  Life.^ — Cicmo,  di  OrtUfyrt 

i  Ballier  la  be  admired  Quid  imiluted. 
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famous  critiok  aaya,  Hoc  solum  ing-ejiii(m  {de  Historicis  Loquor)  pypxdus  Rmrumus  par  Imperio 
mo  habuit,  *  and  supply  those  of  his  Decads  that  are  lost,  from  the  beat  fragments  of  anti- 
quity, in  others  (and  especially  Dion  aiwi  Salluat)  that  lead  as  on  still  further  in  our  way. 
Let  him  then  proceed  unto  the  writers  of  the  Cesarean  timciS,  and  first  revohe  Suetonius, 
then  Tacitus,  then  Herodian,  then  a  whole  army  more  of  historians  which  now  tro«d  into 
our  IJbrary;  and  nnto  all  the  rest,  let  him  not  fail  of  adding  the  incomparable  Plutarch, 
whose  books,  they  say,  Theodore  Gaza  preferred  before  any  in  the  world,  next  unto  the 
inspired  ornclea  of  the  Bible :  but  if  the  number  lie  still  too  little  to  satisfie  an  histoncal 
appetite,  let  him  add  Polyhistor  unto  the  number,  and  all  the  Chronicles  of  the  following 
aires.  After  all,  he  must  sensibly  acknowledge  that  the  two  short  books  of  EiclesiastiLal 
lEstory,  written  by  the  evangelist  Luke,  hath  given  us  more  glorious  entertainments  than 
all  these  voluminous  historians  if  they  were  put  all  together.  The  atehievemcnta  of  one 
Paul  particularly,  which  that  evangelist  hath  emblazoned,  have  more  true  glory  in  them,  than 
oil  the  acts  of  those  execrable  plunderers  and  murderers,  and  iiTcsistible  banditti  of  the 
world,  which  have  been  dignified  by  the  name  of  "conquerors."  Tacitus  counted  Ingenivi 
heOa,  acpvgmtiones  uriium,  fiisos  captosqve  reges,^  the  rages  of  war,  and  the  glorions  vio- 
lences, whereof  great  warriors  make  a  wretched  ostentation  to  be  the  noblest  matter  for  an 
historian.  But  there  is  a  nobler,  I  humbly  conceive  in  the  plantii  g  arid  forming  of  Evan, 
gelical  Churches,  and  tiie  temptations,  the  torruptions  the  aftfictions,  which  assault  them, 
and  their  solvations  from  those  assaults  and  the  exemplary  hves  of  those  that  Heaven 
employs  to  be  patterns  of  holiness  and  usefulne^is  upon  C'Uth  and  unto  such  it  is,  that  I 
now  invite  my  readers;  things  in  oompanson  i« hereof  the  subjects  of  many  olhor  Histories 
are  of  as  little  weight  as  the  questions  about  Z  the  list  letter  of  our  Alphabet,  and  whether 
fl'  is  to  be  pronounced  with  an  aspiration,  where  about  whole  volumes  have  been  written, 
and  of  no  more  account  than  the  composure  of  Didymus,  But  for  the  manner  of  my  treat- 
ing this  maiier,  I  must  now  give  some  account  unto  him. 

(  6.  Reader!  I  have  done  the  part  of  an  impariial  historian,  albeit  not  without  all  oeua. 
won  perhaps,  for  the  rule  which  a  worthy  writer,  in  his  Historiea,  gives  to  every  reader, 
Hislorici  legantur  cum  moderaiione  ei  venia,  et  cogiietiir  fieri  mm  posse  vt  in  omnibva  circtim- 
slantiis  sini  lymxi.  J  Polybins  complains  of  those  historians,  who  always  made  either  the 
Carthairenians  brave,  or  the  Romans  base,  or  e  contra,  in  all  their  actions,  as  then  affection 
fo  tl  n  n  p,  rty  led  them.  I  have  endeavoured,  with  all  good  conscience,  to  decline  thi« 
wi  t  m  ly  fo  a  parly,  or  doing  like  the  dealer  In  History,  whom  Luoian  derides,  for 
always  c  II  g  tl  e  captain  of  his  own  party  an  Achilles,  but  of  the  adverse  party  a  Ther- 
s  tes  hi  tdded  unto  the  just  provocations  for  the  complaint  made  by  the  Baron 

Mo  th  t  th  greatest  part  of  Histories  are  but  so  many  panegyrioka  composed  by 
inte  ted  hands,  vhich  elevate  iniquity  to  the  heavens,  like  Palercuius,  and  like  Machiavel, 
who  p  p  se  T  berius  Cesar,  and  Cesar  Borgia,  as  examples  fit  for  imitation,  whereas  true 
Hi  t  y  Id  ba  e  exhibited  them  as  horrid  monsters — as  very  devils,  'Tis  true,  I  am  not 
of  th  }.  n  that  one  winnot  merit  the  name  of  an  impartial  historian,  except  he  wiite 
ba  e  malle  ffi^t  without  all  r^ection;  for  I  can  tell  where  to  find  this  given  as  the  defi- 
nition of  Histoiy,  Historia  est  rervm  geslarum,  eum  laude  out  vituperaiione,  narratia:^  and 
if  T  am  not  altogether  a  Tacitus,  when  verlues  or  vices  occur  to  be  matters  of  I'eflection,  as 
well  as  of  relation,  I  will,  for  my  vindication,  appeal  to  Tacitus  himself,  whom  Ijpsias  calls 
oneof  the  prudenfest  (though  Tertullian,  long  before,  counts  him  one  of  the  iyin^esQ  of  them 
who  have  enriched  the  world  with  Histoiy:  he  says,  Pra:ciptium  mumis  Annalium  rear,  ne 
firtMfes  sHeaniur,  idque  pravis  Dictis,  Faotisque  ex  posterilate  et  h^amia  rnetus  sit.  1|  I  have 
*  In  hlin  alone  <ao  far  as  hLslorLons  are  concerned)  the  Homan  people  found  a  gonina  norUij  of  tbeli'  matoh- 

t  Grent  mat,  Backed  citlsB,  kings  in  fllghl  or  cliidns,  [ereiy  thing. 

%  ReadotB  should  csercJEe  leniency  towmila  hlMorlana,  and  baor  It  in  mind  that  Ihey  Cfainol  Tw  in&llible  In 
9  Hislory  is  the  narration  of  great  tronancUona,  wlUi  awards  of  praise  or  cenauro  lo  the  acinra. 
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not  commended  any  person,  but  when  I  have  reiiHy  judged,  not  only  that  he  deserved  it,  but 
also  that  it  would  ha  a  benefit  unto  posterify  to  know  wherein  he  deserved  it;  and  mj  judg- 
ment of  desert,  hath  not  been  biassed  by  persons  being  of  my  own  particular  judgment,  in 
matters  of  disputation,  nmong  the  Churches  of  God.  I  have  been  as  willing  to  wear  the 
name  of  StTnplicius  Verinus,  throughout  my  whole  undertaking,  as  he  that,  before  me,  hnth 
assumed  it:  nor  am  I  like  Pope  Zachary,  impatient  so  much  as  to  hear  of  any  Antipodes, 
That  spirit  of  a  Schlusselbergius,  who  falls  foul  with  fury  and  reproach  on  nil  who  dilfer 
from  him;  the  spirit  of  an  Heylin,  who  seems  to  count  no  obloquy  too  hard  for  a  reformer; 
Mid  the  spirit  of  those  (folio-writera  there  are,  some  of  them,  in  the  English  uaUon!)  whom 
a  noble  Historian  stigmatizes,  as,  "Those  hot-headed,  passionate  bigots,  from  whom,  'tis 
enough,  if  you  be  of  a  religion  contrary  unto  theirs,  to  be  defamed,  condemned  and  pursued 
with  a  thonsand  calumriies."  IthankHeavenlhateitwitiiallmy  heart.  Buthowcan  the  Hws 
of  the  commendable  be  written  without  commending  them  1  or,  is  that  law  of  History,  given  in 
one  of  the  erainentest  pieces  of  antiquity  we  now  have  in  our  hands,  wholly  antiquated,  Max- 
wtepri^iriiimestHistoritEiLavdemrerum  egregie  gestarum  persequiV*  nor  have  I,  on  the  other 
side,  forbore  to  mention  many  censwahh  things,  even  in  the  best  of  my  friends,  when  the 
things,  in  my  opinion,  were  not  good;  or  so  bore  away  for  Placentia,  in  the  course  of  our 
story,  as  to  pass  by  Verona;  but  been  mindful  of  tlie  direction  which  Polybius  givea  to  the 
historian:  "It  becomes  him  that  writes  an  History,  sometimes  to  extol  enemies  in  his  pi'aises, 
when  theu'  praise  worthy  actions  bespeak  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  reprove  the  best  friends, 
when  their  deeds  appear  worthy  of  a  reproof;  in-as-much  as  History  is  good  for  nothing, 
if  truth  {which  is  the  very  eye  of  the  animal)  be  not  in  it."  Indeed,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  upon  all  accounts,  (and  if  it  have  proceeded  unto  the  degree  of  a  fault,  there  is,  it  may 
be,  something  in  my  temper  and  nature  that  has  betrayed  me  therein,)  to  be  more  sparing  and 
easie,  in  thus  mentioning  of  censurable  tiimgs,  than  in  my  other  liberty:  a  writer  of  Church- 
History  should,  I  know,  be  like  the  builder  of  the  temple,  one  of  the  tribe  of  Naphthali;  and 
for  this  I  will  also  plead  my  Polybius  in  my  excuse:  "It  is  not  tiie  work  of  an  histoiian,  to 
commemorate  the  vices  and  viilanies  of  men,  so  much  as  their  just,  their  fair,  their  honest 
aoliona;  and  the  readers  of  History  get  more  good  by  tiie  objects  of  their  emiihition,  than 
of  tJieir  indignation,"  Nor  do  I  deny  that,  thou^  I  cannot  approve  the  conduct  of  Jose- 
jJius;  (whom  Jerom  not  unjustly  nor  inaptly  calls  "the  Greek  Livy,")  when  he  left  out  of 
his  Antiquities,  the  story  of  the  gdUen  Calf,  and  I  don't  wonder  to  find  Chamier,  and  Rivet, 
and  others,  taxing  him  for  his  partiality  towards  his  counti'y-men;  yet  I  have  left  unmen- 
tioned  some  censurable  occurrences  in  the  story  of  our  Colonies,  as  things  no  less  unuseful 
than  improper  to  be  raised  out  of  the  grave,  whereiu  Oblivion  hath  now  buried  them;  lest  I 
should  have  incurred  the  pasqaii  Ijeatowed  upon  Pope  Urban,  who,  employuig  a  committee 
to  rip  up  the  old  errors  of  his  predecessors,  one  clapped  a  piiir  of  spurs  upon  the  heels  of 
the  statue  of  St.  Peter;  and  a  label  from  the  statue  of  St.  Paul  opposite  thereunto,  upon 
the  bridge,  asked  him,  "Whither  he  was  bound?'  St,  Peter  answered,  "I  apprehend  some 
danger  in  staying  hei'e;  I  fear  they'll  call  me  in  question  for  denying  my  Master."  And  St. 
Paul  replied,  "Nay,  then  I  had  best  be  gone  too,  for  theyll  question  me  also  for  persecuting 
the  Christians  before  my  conversion."  Briefly,  my  pen  shall  reproach  none  tiiat  can  give  a 
good  woi'd  unto  any  good  man  that  is  not  of  their  own  faction,  and  shall  fall  out  with  none 
but  those  that  can  agree  with  no  body  else,  except  those  of  their  own  schism.  If  I  draw 
any  sort  of  men  with  charcoal,  it  shall  be  because  I  remember  a  notable  passage  of  the  best 
Queen  that  ever  was  in  the  world,  our  late  Queen  Mary.  Monsieur  Juvien,  that  ho  might 
justifie  the  Reformation  in  Scotiand,  made  a  vei'y  bhick  representation  of  their  old  Queen 
Mary;  for  which,  a  certain  sycophant  would  have  incensed  oar  Queen  Mary  against  that 
Reverend  person,  saying,  "Is  it  not  a  shame  that  this  man,  without  any  consideration  for 
your  royal  person,  should  dare  to  throw  such  infamous  calumnies  upon  a  Queen,  from 
whom  your  Royal  Highness  is  descended  T'  But  that  excellent  Princess  replied,  "  No,  not 
*  it  ii  History's  Xcaem  prerogiktlTe,  lo  praise  noble  BohlevemeuU. 
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at  all;  is  it  not  enough  that,  by  fulsome  praises,  great  persons  be  lulled  aalecp  all  their 
lives;  but  must  flattery  accompany  them  to  their  very  graves?  How  should  they  fear  the 
judgment  of  posterity,  if  historians  be  not  allowed  to  speak  tlio  truth  after  their  death  t" 
But  whether  I  do  myself  commend,  or  whether  I  give  my  reader  an  opportunity  to  censure, 
I  am  careful  above  all  things  to  do  it  with  troth;  and  as  I  have  considered  the  words  of 
Plato,  Deum  iniigne  et  graviter  ferre,  cum  quis  d  simiUm,  hoc  est,  virMe  pr<cslaniem,  vilu- 
peret,a-iit  liauM  conlTorium:*  so  I  have  had  theNiuth  Commandment  of  a  greater  law-giver 
than  Plato,  to  preserve  my  care  of  Truth  from  first  to  lost.  If  any  mistake  have  been  any 
where  committed,  it  will  be  found  meerly  circwmslanliai,  and  wholly  mvoluniary;  and  let  it 
be  remembered,  tliat  though  no  historian  ever  merited  better  than  the  incomparable  Thuanus, 
yet  learned  men  have  said  of  Us  work,  what  t^iey  never  shall  truly  say  of  ours,  that  it  eon- 
tains  midla  falsissima  et  indigua.f  I  find  Erasmus  himself  mistaking  one  man  for  two, 
when  wriljng  of  the  ancients.  And  even  our  own  Euglish  writers  too  are  often  mistaken, 
and  in  matters  of  a  very  late  importance,  as  Bsl(fir,^nd,Heylin,  and  Puller,  (professed  his- 
torians) tell  OS  that  Richard  Sutton,  a  single  man,  founded  the  Charter-House;  whoress  hia 
name  was  Thomas,  and  he  was  a  married  man.  I  think  I  can  recite  such  mistakes,  it  may 
be  sans  number  occurring  in  the  most  credible  writers ;  yet  I  hope  I  shall  einmnit  none  such. 
But  altliough  I  thus  challenge,  as  my  due,  the  character  of  an  impartial,  I  doubt  I  may  not 
challenge  that  of  an  elegant  historian.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  style  wherein  this  Clmtch- 
History  is  written,  will  please  the  modem  eritiuks;  bat  if  I  seem  to  have  used  awXatfraT)] 
ttvvra^si  ysaipT]g,  i  a  simple,  submiss,  humble  style,  'tia  the  same  that  Ensehiua  affirms  to 
have  been  used  by  Hegeaippua,  who,  as  far  as  we  understand,  was  the  first  author  (after  Luke) 
that  ever  composed  an  entire  body  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  which  he  divided  into  five 
books,  and  entituled,  tj*o(Anj[j,aTa  ruv  ixjikijaiaerixuv  Vfia^soiv.  §  Whereas  others,  it 
may  he,  will  reckon  the  style  embellished  witii  too  much  of  ornament,  by  the  multiplied 
references  to  other  and  former  concerns,  closely  couched,  for  the  observation  of  the  atten- 
tive, in  almost  every  paragraph;  but  I  must  confess,  that  I  am  of  his  mind  who  add,  Sicuti 
sal  modioe  cibis  aspersus  CondU,  et  gratiam  saporis  addit,  ita  si  paatam  aniiquiiatis  admiscu- 
eris,  (h-atio  fi  -ceaustwr.  ||  And  I  have  seldom  aeen  that  way  of  writing  fiiulted,  but  by 
those  who,  for  a  ceitoin  odd  reason,  sometimes  find  fault  that  "the  grapes  ai'e  not  ripe." 
Those  embeilishraenta  (of  which  yet  I  only — Feniom  pro  laude  peto%')  are  not  the  puerile 
apoils  of  Poiyanthea's;  but  I  should  have  asserted  them  to  be  as  choice j7ou«rs  as  most  that 
occur  in  ancient  or  modern  writings,  almost  unavoidably  putting  themselves  into  the 
author's  hand,  while  about  his  work,  if  those  words  of  Ambrose  had  not  a  little  frighted 
lue,  aa  well  as  they  did  Baronius,  TJimrnquemqae  FaUunt  sua  scripta.  **  I  observe  that 
learned  men  have  been  so  terrified  by  tJie  reproaches  of  pedantry,  which  little  sraatlerers  at 
reading  and  learning  have,  by  their  quoting  humours,  brought  npon  themselves,  that,  for  to 
avoid  ail  approaches  towards  that  which  those  feeble  creatures  have  gone  to  imitate,  tiie 
best  way  of  writing  has  been  most  injuriously  deserted.  But  what  shall  we  say?  The  best 
way  of  writing  under  heaven  shall  be  the  worst,  when  Erasmus,  his  monosyllable  tyrant, 
will  have  it  so !  and  if  I  should  have  resigned  my  self  wholly  to  the  Judgment  of  others, 
what  way  of  writing  to  have  taken,  the  story  of  the  two  statues  made  by  Policletus  tells 
me  what  may  have  been  the  issue;  he  contrived  one  of  them  according  to  the  rulea  IJiat 
best  pleased  himself,  and  the  other  according  to  the  fancy  of  every  one  that  looked  upon  his 
work;  the  former  was  afterwai'ds  applauded  by  all,  and  the  hitter  derided  by  those  very  per- 
sons who  had  given  their  directions  for  it.     As  for  such  unaccuracies  as  the  critical  may 
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discover,  Opere  in  hngo^*  I  appeal  to  the  courteous  for  a  favourable  construction  of  them; 
and  certainly  they  will  be  favourably  judgud  of,  when  there  is  considered  the  variety  of  my 
other  imploymenfa;  which  have  kept  me  id  continual  hurries,  I  had  almost  aaid  like  those 
of  the  ninth  sphere,  for  the  few  months  in  which  this  Work  has  been  digesting.  It  was  a 
thing  well  thought,  by  the  wise  designers  of  Chelsey-Colledge,  wherein  able  historians 
were  one  sort  of  persons  to  be  maintained;  that  the  Ronianisia  do  in  one  point  condemn 
the  Protestants;  for  among  the  Romanists,  they  don't  burden  their  Professor  with  any  Par- 
mhml  incumbrojices;  but  among  the  Protestants,  the  very  same  individual  man  must  preav.h, 
catechize,  administer  the  Sacraments,  vMi  the  afflicted,  and  manage  all  the  pai'ts  of  Chnrch- 
discipline;  and  if  any  books  for  the  service  of  Religion  be  vi'ritten,  persona  thus  extreamly 
incumbered!  must  be  the  writers.  Now,  of  all  the  Churches  under  heaven,  there  are  none 
that  expecfa  so  much  varidy  of  service  from  their  Pastors  as  those  of  New-England ;  and  of 
all  the  Churches  in  New-England,  there  are  none  tJiat  require  more  than  those  in  Boston, 
the  mefj'opolia  of  the  English  America;  whereof  one  is,  by  the  Loi-d  Jesus  Chiist,  com- 
mitted unto  the  care  of  the  unworthy  hand  by  whieh  this  History  is  compiled.  Reader, 
give  me  leave  humbly  to  mention,  with  hlra  inTiAly,Anieijaam  dereiPaucadetne.'j;  Con- 
stant sermons,  usually  more  tlian  once,  and  perhaps  three  or  four  times  in  n  week,  and  all 
the  other  duties  of  a  pastoral  vi^tchfulness,  a  very  large  flock  has  all  this  while  demanded 
of  me;  wherein,  if  I  had  been  furnished  with  as  many  heads  as  a  Typheus,  as  many  eyes 
as  an  Argos,  and  as  many  hands  as  a  Briareus,  I  might  have  had  work  enough  to  have 
employed  them  all;  nor  hath  my  station  left  me  free  from  obligations  to  spend  very  much 
time  in  the  Evangelical  service  of  others  also.  It  would  have  been  a  great  sin  in  me  to 
have  omitted,  or  abated,  my  just  cares,  to  fulfil  my  Minislry  in  tliese  things,  and  in  a  manner 
give  my  self  -whoUy  to  them.  All  the  time  I  have  had  for  my  Chureh-Hiatory,  hath  been  per- 
haps only,  or  chiefly,  that  which  I  might  have  taken  else  for  less  profitable  recreations ;  and 
it  hatli  all  been  done  by  snatelies.  My  reader  will  not  find  me  the  person  intended  in  his 
littany,  when  he  says,  LUera  me  ab  humwe  imius  Tiegolii:t  nor  have  I  spent  thirty  years  in 
shaping  this  my  History,  as  Diodorus  Siculns  did  for  his,  [and  yet  both  Bodinus  and  Sigonius 
complain  of  the  (fifaXfi.a/ra  §  attending  it.  But  I  wish  I  could  have  enjoyed,  entirely  for 
this  work,  one  quarter  of  the  httle  more  than  two  years  which  have  rolled  away  since  I 
began  it;  whereas  1  have  been  forced  aometimes  wholly  to  throw  by  the  work  whole  months 
together,  and  then  resume  it,  but  by  a  stolen  hour  or  two  in  the  day,  not  without  some 
hazard  of  incurring  the  tUU  which  Coryat  put  upon  his  History  of  hia  Travels,  "  CrtiMies 
hastily  gobhkd  up  in  fire  months."  Protogenes  bemg  seven  years  in  drawing  a  picture, 
Apelles,  upon  the  sight  of  it,  said,  "The  grace  of  the  work  was  much  allayed  by  the  length 
of  the  time."  Whatever  else  there  may  have  been  to  fake  off  the  "grace  of  the  work" 
now  in  the  reader's  hands,  (whereof  the  pictures  of  great  and  good  men  make  a  consider- 
able part,)  1  am  sure  there  hath  not  been  the  "length  of  the  time"  to  do  it.  Our  English 
JIartyrologer  counted  it  a  sufficient  apology  for  what  meanness  might  be  found  in  the  first 
edition  of  his  "acts  and  monuments,"  that  it  was  "hastily  rashed  up  in  about  fourteen 
months:"  and  I  may  apologize  for  this  collection  of  our  "acta  and  monuments,"  that  I 
should  have  been  glad,  in  the  little  more  than  two  years  which  have  ran  out  since  I  entred 
upon  it,  if  I  could  have  had  one  half  of  "about  fourteen  months"  to  have  entirely  devoted 
thereunto.  But  besides  the  lime,  wliioh  the  daily  services  of  my  own  first,  and  then  many 
other  Churehea,  have  necessarily  called  for,  I  have  lost  abundance  of  precious  time  tlu'Ough 
the  feeble  and  broken  state  of  my  health,  which  hath  unfitted  me  for  hai'd  study;  I  can  do 
nothing  to  purpose  at  lucubrations.  And  yet,  in  tbB  time  also  of  the  two  or  three  yeara  laat 
post,  I  have  not  been  excused  from  the  further  diversion  of  publishing  (though  not  so  many  as 
they  say  Mercurius  Trismegistus  did,  yet)  more  than  a  score  of  other  &oojU,  upon  a  copious 
variety  of  other  subjects,  besides  the  composing  of  several  more,  that  are  not  yet  published. 
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Nor  Is  this  neither  ail  the  tnsk  that  I  have  in  this  while  had  lying  upon  me ;  for  (though 
1  am  very  sensible  of  what  Jerom  aiud,  Non  bene  JU,  quod  occupaiu  Animo  jJ(;*  and  of 
Quintilian's  remark,  iVo«  simul  in  muUa  intendere  Animus  Mum  folest;-\  when  I  applied 
my  mmd  unto  thia  way  of  serving  the  Lord  Jesuk  Christ  in  my  generation,  I  set  upon 
another  and  a  greater,  which  has  had,  I  suppose,  more  of  my  thought  and  hope  than  this,  and 
wherein  there  hath  passed  me,  for  the  most  part.  Nulla  dies  sine  linea.X  I  considered,  that 
all  sort  of  learning  might  be  made  glorioualy  aubservient  unto  the  illustration  of  the  sacred 
Scripture;  and  that  no  prc^essed  comtneiOaries  had  hitherto  given  a  thonsandth  part  of  ho 
much  illustration  unto  i^  as  might  be  given.  I  considered  tJiat  multitudes  of  partkular  texts 
had,  especially  of  later  years,  been  more  notably  illustrated  in  the  scailered  books  of 
learned  men,  than  in  any  of  the  ordinary  commentators.  And  I  considered  that  the  irea- 
mres  of  illTistratim  for  the  Bible,  dispersed  in  many  hundred  volumes,  might  be  fetched  all 
together  by  a  labour  that  would  resolve  to  conquer  all  things ;  and  that  all  the  imfrmements 
which  the  later  ages  have  made  in  the  sciences,  might  be  also,  with  an  inexpressible  pleasure, 
called  in,  to  Christ  the  illustration  of  the  holy  oracles,  at  a  rnte  that  hath  not  been  attempted 
in  the  vulgar  Annotations;  and  that  a  common  degree  of  sense  would  help  a  person,  who 
should  eonvei'se  much  with  these  things,  to  attempt  sometimes  also  an  iUusiraiwn  of  his 
own,  which  might  expect  some  attention.  Certainly,  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  unto  good 
men,  to  have  innumerable  Antiquities,  Jewish,  Chaldee,  Arabian,  Grecian,  and  Roman, 
brought  home  unto  ns,  with  a  sweet  light  reflected  from  them  on  the  word,  which  is  our 
light;  or,  to  have  all  the  Ujpical  men  and  things  in  our  Book  of  Mysteries,  aceomrandated 
with  their  Antitypes:  or,  to  have  many  hundreds  of  rrferences  to  onr  dearest  Lord  Messiah, 
discovered  in  the  writings  which  lestijie  of  Him,  oftner  than  the  most  of  mankind  have 
hitherto  ima^ned  :  or,  to  have  the  histories  of  all  ages,  coming  in  with  punctual  and  snr- 
prising  fuljilmenls  oi  the  divine.  Prophecies,  as  fet  as  they  have  been  hitherto  fulfilled;  mi 
not  mere  corgectures,  but  even  mathematical  and  incontestible  demanstTalions,  given  of 
C3:positions  offered  upon  the  Prophecies,  that  yet  remain  to  be  accomplished:  or,  to  have  in 
one  heap,  thousands  of  those  "remarkable  discoveries  of  the  deep  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,"  whereof  me  or  two,  or  a  few,  sometimes,  have  been,  with  good  success,  accounted 
materials  enough  to  advance  a  person  into  Authorism;  or  to  have  the  ■delicious  oiiriosities  of 
Grotius,  and  Boohart,  and  Mede,  and  Lightfoot,  and  Selden,  and  Spencer,  (ciu'efully  selected 
and  corrected,)  and  many  more  giants  in  knowledge,  all  set  upon  one  Table. 

Travellers  tell  us,  that  at  Florence  tiiere  is  a  rich  table,  worth  a  thousand  crowns,  made 
ot  prei^ioiis  stones  neatly  initnd;  a  table  that  was  fifteen  yeara  in  making,  with  no  less  than 
thirty  men  daily  at  work  npon  it;  oven  such  a  table  could  not  afford  so  rich  entai'fainmenis, 
39  one  that  should  have  the  soul-feasting  thoughts  of  those  learned  men  together  set  upon 
it.  Only  'tis  pity,  that  instead  of  one  poor  foeble  American,  overwhelmed  with  a  thousand 
other  cares,  and  capable  of  touching  this  work  no  otherwise  than  in  a  digi'ession,  there  be 
not  more  than  thirty  men  ddly  imployed  about  it  For,  when  the  excellent  Mr.  Pool  had 
finished  his  laborious  and  immortal  task,  it  was  noted  by  some  considerable  persons,  "That 
wanting  assistance  to  collect  for  him  mmiy  miscellaneous  criticisms,  occasionally  scattered 
in  other  authors,  he  left  many  better  things  behind  him  than  he  found."  And  more  than  all 
this,  our  Essay  is  levelled,  if  it  be  not  anticipated  with  that  Epitaph,  Mag7tis  lamen  excidU 
tmsis.^  Designing  accoiiiingly,  to  ^ve  the  Church  of  God  such  displays  of  his  blessed 
word,  as  may  be  more  entertaining  for  the  rarity  and  novelty  of  them,  than  any  that  have 
hitherto  been  seen  together  in  any  eapnsitimi;  and  yet  such  as  may  be  acceptable  unto  the 
most  judicious,  for  the  demonstrative  truth  of  them,  and  unto  the  most  orthodox,  for  the 
regard  had  unto  the  AnaU^  of  Faith  in  all,  I  have  now,  in  a  few  months,  got  ready  an  huge 

*  Nothing  is  iveU  done,  which  ia  uiiderlaksn  with  a  mind  prloMupLed. 
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number  of  golden  keys  to  open  the  pandeots  of  Heaven,  mid  some  thousands  of  tliai'miiig 
ftiid  curious,  and  singular  notes,  by  the  nem  kelp  whereof,  the  word  of 'Christ  may  run  and  be 
glori^.  If  the  Goi  of  my  l^e  will  please  to  spare  (my  life  my  yet  sinful,  and  slothful, 
and  thereby  forfeited  life!)  as  many  years  longet  as  the  barren  fig-tree  had  in  the  parable, 
I  may  make  unto  the  Church  of  God  an  humble  tender  of  our  BMia  Americana,*  a 
volume  enriched  with  better  things  than  all  the  plate  of  the  Indies;  tet  not  I,  but  the 
Grace  of  Christ  with  me.  My  reader  sees  why  I  commit  the  tkult  of  a  ■!iipimiTia.,i[ 
which  appears  In  the  mention  of  these  minute  passages;  'tis  to  excuse  whaterer  other  fault 
of  inaceuracy  or  inadvertency  may  be  discovered  in  an  History,  which  hath  been  a  sort  of  vSiap- 
sody  made  up  (like  the  piiper  whereon  'tis  written!)  with  many  httle  rags,  torn  from  an 
imploymect  multi&rious  enough  to  overwhelm  one  of  my  small  capacities. 


i  6.  But  shall  I  nrognosticate  thy  fete,  now  that, 

Farve  (sed  invideo)  tiae  me,  liber,  ibU  in  urbem.  § 

Luther,  who  was  himself  owner  of  such  an  heart,  advised  every  historian  to  get  the  Hear! 
of  a  lion;  and  the  more  I  consider  of  liie  provocaUon,  which  this  our  Church-ffistory  must 
needs  ^vo  to  that  roaring  Ijon  who  has,  through  all  ages  hitherto,  been  tearing  the  church 
to  pieces,  the  more  occasion  I  see  to  wish  my  self  a  Cieur  de  lAon.  But  had  not  my  heart 
been  trebly  oak'd  and  brass'd  for  such  encounters  aa  this  our  history  may  meet  withal,  I 
would  have  worn  the  silk-worms  motto,  Ojierilur  dum  operalw,\\  and  have  chosen  to  have 
written  Aiionymonsly ;  or,  as  Claudius  Salmasius  calls  himself  Walo  Messelinus,  as  Ludovi- 
cus  Molinasos  calls  himself  hudvmuciis  CrA\iinus,  as  Carolus  Scribanius  calls  himself  Clams 
Bonarscius,  (and  no  less  men  than  Peter  du  Moulin  and  Dr.  Henry  More,  stile  themselves, 
the  one  Hippolytus  Fronto,  the  other  Franciscus  Pahopolitanus.)  Thus  I  would  have  tried 
whether  1  could  not  have  Anagrammatized  my  name  into  some  concealment;  or  I  would 
have  referred  it  to  be  found  in  the  second  cLipter  of  the  second  Syntagm  of  Sdden  de  Diis 
Syris.     Whereas  now  I  freely  confess, 'tJ3  Cotton  Mathbr  that  has  written  all  these  things; 

Me,  me,  adsam  gai  Bcr^si;  in  me  convcrtiie  feiram.^ 

1  hope  'tis  a  right  work  that  I  have  done;  but  we  are  not  yet  arrived  unto  tlieday,  "wherein 
God  will  bring  eveiy  worlt  into  judgment,"  (the  day  of  the  kingdom  that  was  promised 
unto  David,)  and  a  Son  of  Daiid  hath  as  truly  as  wisely  told  ns,  that  until  the  arrival  of 
that  happy  day,  this  is  one  of  the  vanities  attending  humane  affairs:  "For  a  right  work,  a 
man  shall  be  envied  of  his  neighbour."  It  will  not  bo  so  much  a  surprise  unto  me,  if  I 
should  live  to  see  our  Church-History  vexed  with  ante  mad-iiersions  of  ealumnions  writers, 
as  if  would  have  been  unto  Vir^l,  to  read  his  Bucdicks  reproached  by  the  Anli-bucdka  of 
B  nameless  scribbler,  and  his  Mneids  travestied  by  the  ^neidomasih:  of  CarWIius:  or  Her- 
ennius  taking  pains  to  make  a  collection  of  the  fauUs,  and  Fausfinus  of  the  thefls,  in  his 
incomparable  composures;  yea,  Pliny  and  Seneca  themselves,  and  our  Jerom,  reproaching 
him,  as  a  man  of  no  judgment  nor  skill  in  sciences;  whUe  Posdianus  affirms  of  him,  that  he 
was  himself.  Usque  adeo  invidin:  expers,  ui  si  quid  erudite  dictum  vtsfiMret  allerius,  rum  minus 

*  American  BertpliiroB.  t  EgoliaHcal  aisoiiasion, 
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I  suum  essM.*  How  should  a  book  no  better  kboured  than  this  of  ours,  escape 
Zoilian  oulTiiges  when  in  nil  ages  the  most  exquisite  works  have  been  as  mnch  vilified  as 
Plato's  by  Scaliger,  and  Aristotle's  by  Lactantins^  In  the  time  of  our  K.  Edward  VI.  there 
was  an  order  to  bring  in  all  the  teeth  of  St.  Appollonia,  whicli  tJie  people  of  his  one  king- 
dom carried  about  tliem  for  the  cure  of  the  tooth-aeh;  and  they  were  so  many  that  they 
almost  filled  a  tun.  Truly  Ency  hath  aa  many  ieeOt  as  Madam  ApoUonia  would  have  Iwd, 
if  all  those  pretended  reliques  had  been  really  hers.  And  most  all  these  teeth  be  fastened 
on  thee,  O  my  Bookt  It  may  be  sol  and  yet  the  Book,  when  ground  between  these  leelh, 
will  prove  like  Ignatius  in  the  leelh  at  the  furious  tygers,  "The  whiter  manehet  for  the 
Churches  of  God."  The  greatest  and  fiercest  rage  of  envy,  is  that  which  I  expect  from  those 
Ibomjeams,  whose  religion  is  all  ceremony,  and  whose  charity  is  more  for  them  who  deny 
the  most  essential  things  in  the  ailieles  and  homilies  of  the  Church  of  England,  thiin  for 
the  most  conscientious  men  in  the  world,  who  manifest  their  Ijwng  so,  by  their  dissent  in 
some  little  ceremony;  or  those  persons  whose  hearts  are  notably  expressed  in  those  words 
used  by  one  of  them  ['tis  Howel  in  his  FamiliaT  Letters,  vol.  1.,  sec.  6,  lett.  32,]  "1  rather 
pity,  than  hate,  Turk  or  Infidel,  for  they  are  of  the  same  metal,  and  bear  the  same  stamp 
aa  I  do,  though  the  insoripOons  differ;  if  1  hate  any,  'tis  those  sehismaticks  that  puzzle  the 
sweet  peace  of  our  Church;  so  that  I  could  be  content  to  see  an  Anabaptist  go  to  hell  on  a 
Brownist's  back."  The  writer  whom  I  last  quoted,  hath  given  us  a  story  of  a  young  man 
in  High-Holboum,  who  being  after  hia  death  dissected,  there  was  a  serpent  with  divers  tails 
found  in  the  left  ventricle  of  his  heart.  I  make  no  quesfion,  that  our  Church-History  will 
find  some  reader  disposed  like  that  writer,  with  an  heart  as  full  of  serpent  and  venom  as 
ever  it  ean  hold ;  nor  indeed  will  they  be  able  to  hold,  but  the  tongues  and  pens  of  those 
angry  folks  will  scoai^  me  as  with  scoipions,  and  cause  me  to  feel  (if  I  will  feel)  as  many 
lashes  as  Cornelias  Agrippa  expected  firom  their  brethren,  for  the  book  in  which  he  exposed 
their  vanities.  A  scholar  of  the  great  Jubls  made  once  about  fonrscore  verses,  for  which 
the  Censor  of  Corpus  Christ!  Colledge,  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Maries  reign,  publiukly 
and  ernelly  scoui^d  him,  with  one  lash  for  every  verse.  Now,  in  those  verses,  the  young 
raan'a  prayers  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Chhist  have  tiiia  for  part  of  the  answer  given  to  them; 


Tho  Lord,  behoHi 
Of  my  blesa'd  Tal 


Reader,  I  also  expect  nothing  but  scourges  from  that  generation  to  whom  the  ma     Im 
is  dearer  than  the  Bible:  but  I  have  now  likewise  confessed  another  expectat  on  th  t  si  11 
be  my  consolation  under  a...    They  tell  us,  that  on  the  highest  of  the  Cap  lan  monnt 
in  Spain,  there  is  a  lake,  whereinto  if  you  throw  a  stone,  there  presently  ascends  a  sm  K 
which  forms  a  dense  cloud,  from  whence  issues  a  tempest  of  rain,  hail,  and  ho  r  d  thund 
claps  for  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour.    Our  Church-History  will  be  like  a  atone  cast  nto   1 
lake,  for  the  furious  tempest  which  it  will  raise  among  some,  whose  Ecelesiasb  al  djgn  t 
have  set  thera  as  on  the  top  of  Spanish  mountains.     The  Catholiek  sphit  of    on  ninn    n 
wherewith  'tis  written,  and  the  liberty  which  I  have  taken  to  tax  the  schismati  al    mpos 
tions  and  persecutions  of  a  party  who  have  always  been  as  real  enemies  to  the  Engl   h 
nation  as  to  the  Christian  and  Protestant  interest,  will  certdnly  bring  upon  the  whole  com- 
posure tho  quick  censures  of  that  party  at  the  fiist  cast  of  theff  look  upon  it.    In  the  Duke 
of  Alva's  council  of  twelve  jndges,  there  was  one  Hcssels,  a  Flemming,  who  slept  always 
at  the  trial  of  criminals,  and  when  they  waked  him  to  deliver  his  opinion,  he  nibbed  his 
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erps.  and  cryed,  between  sleeping  and  waking-,  Ad  paiihulum!  Ad  patibuliim.'  "to  the  gn\- 
\o\vB  with  themi"  [And,  by  the  way,  this  blade  was  himself,  at  the  l.ibt,  condemned  unto  the 
gallows  witliont  nn  hearing!]  As  quick  eensufes  must  this  our  labour  expect  from  those 
who  will  not  bestow  waking  thoughts  upon  the  representations  of  Christianity  here  made 
unto  the  world;  but  have  a  sentence  of  death  alwa)^  to  pass,  or  at  least  wish,  upon  those  gen- 
(irous  principles,  without  which,  'tis  impossible  to  maintain  the  Reformation:  and  I  confess 
I  am  very  well  content,  that  this  our  labour  takes  the  fiite  of  those  principles;  nor  do  I  dis- 
sent from  the  words  of  the  excellent  Whitaker  upon  Luther,  "F^Jis;  tile,  qmm  Domtnus  eo 
Jlonore  dignalvs  esl,  lit  Homines  neqaissimos  stios  haberel  inimicos.*  But  if  the  old  epigram- 
matist when  he  saw  guilty  folks  raving  mad  at  hia  lines,  could  say; 

Hoc  volii !   nunc  nobis  carmina  Jioatra  phcent  ;f 

certainly  an  historian  shonld  not  be  displeased  at  it,  if  the  enemies  of  truth  discover  their 
madness  at  the  true  and  free  comraunicaUons  of  his  history;  and  therefore  the  more  stones 
they  throw  at  this  book,  there  will  not  only  be  the  more  proofs  that  it  is  a  tree  which  hath 
good  fruits  growing  upon  it,  but  I  will  build  my  self  a  raonumcnt  with  them,  whereon  shall 
be  inscribed  that  clause  in  the  epitaph  of  the  martyr  Stephen : 

Bxcepit  lapides,  cui  petra  CJirisltis  erat:i 

Albeit  perhaps  the  epitaph,}  which  the  old  monks  bestowed  upon  WicklSiT,  will  be  rather 
endeavoured  for  me,  (if  I  am  thought  worth  one!)  by  the  men  who  will,  wilii  all  posdble 
monkery,  strive  to  stave  off  the  approaching  Reformalion. 

But  since  an  undertaking  of  this  nature  must  thus  encounter  so  much  envy  from  those 
who  are  under  the  power  of  the  qririf  that  works  in  the  ckHdren  of  jinperswadeabkness, 
methinks  I  might  perswade  my  self,  that  it  will  find  another  sort  of  enteiljuament  from  those 
good  men  who  have  a  better  spirit  in  them:  for,  as  the  Apostlo  James  Iiath  noted,  (so  with 
Monsiem'  Claude  I  read  it,)  "llie  spuit  that  is  in  us  lusteth  against  envy;"  and  yet,  even  in 
us  also,  there  will  be  the  Jlesh,  among  whose  works  one  is  envg,  which  will  be  htsiirtg 
against  the  spirit.  All  good  men  will  not  be  satisfied  wltli  every  thing  that  is  here  set 
before  them.  In  my  own  country,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  loose  and  vain  inhabit, 
ants. risen  up,  to  wiiom  the  Congregational  Church-discipline,  which  cannot  live  well  where 
the  power  of  godliness  dyes,  is  become  distasteful  for  the  purity  of  it;  there  is  also  a 
number  of  eminently  godly  persons,  who  are  for  a  larger  way,  and  unto  these  my  Church- 
History  will  give  distaste,  by  the  things  which  it  may  happen  to  utter  in  favour  of  thnt 
Chm'ch-discipline  on  some  few  occasions;  and  the  discoveries  which  I  may  happen  to  make 
of  my  apprehensions,  that  ScriptVTe,  and  reason,  and  antiquilt/  is  for  it;  and  that  it  is  not  for 
from  a  glorious  resurrectioa  But  that,  as  the  famous  Mr.  Butter,  after  thirty  or  forty  ye-irs 
bard  study,  about  the  true  instituted  Church-discipiine,  at  last  not  only  owned,  but  also 
invincibly  proved,  that  it  is  the  coTigregational;  so,  the  farther  tliat  the  unpre/'udiced  studies 
of  learned  men  proceed  in  this  matter,  the  more  generally  the  Congregational  Cliuroh-dis- 
cipline  will  be  pronounced  for.  On  the  other  side,  there  are  some  among  us  who  very 
strictly  profess  the  Congregational  Church-discipline,  but  at  the  same  time  they  have  aii 

'  Happj:  Lnlhetl  wliom  the  Lurd  BigDEilljod  with  tlio  bonour  of  having  the  grealesi  reprobales  foi'  hia  wui-sl 


.  Wa  talte  Ihe  efTasion  alluded  to  by  our  aulhor,  will  the  contffirt,  IWim  Spoed'!  CSronic/e,  [p,  TOO,  ed.  1633,]— 
s  iamoiia  DoctQr,  dying  of  a  palsie,  balh  thte  chtriliiile  EvlBge  Of  JJiilflp*  bestowed  on  him  by  a  Monko :  The 
lla  Instrument,  Charchea  Ensmy,  Peoples  Confusion,  UerelJi*!  Idoll,  Hypoci'ilsa  MiiTonr,  Schlsmoa  Broacher, 
ids  Saner,  Lyes  For^r,  Plaltej'lea  Sinke ;  yt^o  at  bis  death  despaired  liko  Oi^ie,  nnd  strickoD  by  Ibe  horrible 
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unhappy  nanownesa  of  aoul,  by  which  they  confine  tlieii;  vnlae  and  kindness  too  raueli  unto 
tlidt  own  party;  and  unto  those  my  Church-History  will  he  offensive,  because  ray  regard 
unto  ouc  own  declared  principles  does  not  hinder  me  from  giving  the  right  hand  of  feiloivship 
unto  the  valuable  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiist,  who  find  not  our  Church-dlaoipline  as 
yet  agreeable  unto  their  present  understandings  and  illuminations.  If  it  be  thus  in  my  own 
country,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  in  that  whereto  I  send  this  account  of  my  own.  Briefly, 
as  it  hath  been  said,  that  if  all  Episcopal  men  were  like  Archbishop  Usher,  and  nil  Pre^by- 
icrians  like  Stephen  Marshal,  and  all  Iv^ependerUs  like  Jeremiah  Burroughs,  the  wounds  of 
the  Church  would  soon  be  healed;  myessay  to  CMry  that  spirit  through  this  whole  Chureh- 
Hiatoiy,  will  bespeak  wounds  for  it,  from  those  tiiat  are  of  another  spirit.  And  there 
will  aUo  be  in  evei'y  country  those  good  men,  who  yet  have  not  had  the  graee  of  Christ  so 
far  prevailing  in  them,  as  utteriy  to  divest  them  of  that  piece  of  ill-nature  witich  the  Come- 
dian resents,  In  hamine  imper ito,  quo  nil  qwcquam  injiisiius  quia  nisi  quod  ipsefadt,  nil  rede 
factum  puiat.  * 

However,  all  these  things,  and  aji  hundred  more  such  things  which  I  think  of,  are  very 
small  discouragements  for  such  a  service  as  I  have  here  endeavoured.  I  foresee  a  recora- 
penue  which  will  abundantly  swallow  up  alldiseouragementsl  It  may  be  Stmto  the  Philoso- 
pher counted  himself  well  reeompenced  for  his  Ubours,  when  Ptolemy  bestowed  fourscore 
talents  on  him.  It  may  be,  Archimelns  the  poet  counted  himself  well  reeompenced,  when 
Hiero  sent  Mm  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  for  one  little  epigram:  and  Saleius  the  poet 
might  count  himself  well  reeompenced,  when  Vespasian  sent  him  twelve  thousand  and  five 
hundred  philippicks;  and  Oppian  the  poet  might  count  himself  well  reeompenced,  when 
Caracalb  sent  him  a  piece  of  gold  for  every  line  that  he  had  inscribed  unto  him.  As  I  live 
in  a  country  wheie  such  recompences  never  were  in  feshion;  it  hath  no  preferments  for  me, 
and  T  shall  count  that  I  am  well  rewarded  in  it,  if  I  can  escape  without  being  heavily 
reproached,  censured  and  condemned,  for  what  I  have  done:  so  I  Ihank  the  Lord,  I  should 
exceedingly  scorn  all  such  mean  considerations,  I  seek  not  out  for  benefactors,  to  whom 
these  hkbours  may  be  dedicated:  there  is  one  to  whom  all  is  due!  from  him  I  shall  have  ii 
recompence:  and  what  recoropence?  The  recompenee,  whereof  I  do,  with  inexpressible 
joy,  assure  my  self  is  this,  That  these  my  poor  labours  will  certainly  serve  the  Churehes 
and  interests  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  I  think  I  may  say,  that  I  ask  to  live  no  longer 
than  I  count  a  service  unto  tJie  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Churches,  to  be  it  self  a  glorious 
recompence  for  the  doing  of  it.  When  David  was  contriving  to  build  the  house  of  God, 
there  was  that  order  given  from  Heaven  concerning  him,  "Go  (ell  David  my  servant."  Ths 
adding  of  that  more  than  reyal  title  unto  the  name  of  David,  was  a  sufficient  ceeompHn'?e 
for  all  his  contrivance  about  the  house  of  God.  In  our  whole  Church-History,  we  have 
been  at  work  for  the  house  of  the  Loi'd  Jesus  Christ,  [even  that  Man,  who  is  the  Lord  God, 
and  whose  form  seems  on  that  occasion  represented  unto  His  David.]  And  herein  'tis 
teeompence  enough,  that  I  liave  been  a  servant  unto  that  heavenly  Lord.  The  greatest 
hommr,  and  the  sweetest  pkasure,  out  of  heaven,  is  to  serve  our  illustrious  Lord  Jesus 
Ckbist,  who  hath  "loved  us,  and  given  himself  for  us:"  and  unto  whom  it  is  inflnifely 
reasonable  that  we  should  give  our  selves,  and  all  that  we  have  and  are :  and  it  may  be  the 
Angels  in  Heaven,  too,  aspire  not  after  an  higher  felicity. 

Unto  ikee,  therefore,  O  tkou  Son  of  God,  and  King  of  Heaven,  and  Lord  of  all 
things,  vjliom  all  the  glorious  Angels  of  Light  unspeakably  love  to  glorifie;  I 
humbly  offer  up  a  poor  History  of  Churches,  which  own  thee  alone  for  their  Head, 
and  Prince,  and  Law-Giver ;  Churches  which  thou  hast  purchased  with  thy  own 
blood,  and  with  wonderful  dispensations  of  thy  Providence  hitherto  protected  and 
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preserved;  and  of  a  people  which  thou  didst  form,  for  thy  self,  to  shew  forth  thy 
praises,  I  hless  thy  great  Name,  for  thy  inclining  of  me  to,  and  carrying  of  me 
through,  tlie  work  of  this  History:  I  pray  thee  to  sprinkle  the  hook  of  this  History 
with  thy  blood,  and  make  it  acceptable  and  profitable  unto  thy  Churches,  and  serve 
thy  Trutlis  and  Ways  among  thy  people,  by  that  which  thou  hast  here  prepared ; 
for  'tis  THOU  titat  liast  prepared  it  for  them.     Amen. 

Quid  sum  ?    Nil.— Quia 
Quod  staa,  quod  vivo 

•  What  nm  I?    NoOiing.— 8ov(Mdgn  Grace  a] 
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ANTIQUITIES; 


I  FIELD  PREPARED  FOR  CONSIDERABLE  THINGS  TO  BE  ACTED  IHEREfPON. 


THE    IMTROrUCTION. 


It  was  not  long  ago,  as  about  the  middle  of  the  former  century,  that 
ucder  the  influences  of  that  admirable  hero  and  martyr,  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  Gasper  Ooligni,  the  great  Admiral  of  France,  a  noble  and  learned 
knight  called  Villagagnon,  began  to  attempt  the  Settlement  of  some  Colo- 
nies in  America,  (as  it  was  declared)  for  the  propagation  of  that  religion. 
He  sailed  with  several  ships  of  no  small  burthen,  till  he  arrived  at 
Brasile;  where  he  thought  there  were  now  shown  him  quiet  seats,  for  the 
retreat  of  a  people  harraased  already  with  deadly  persecutions,  and  threat- 
ned  with  yet  more  calamities.  Thence  he  wrote  home  letters  unto  that 
glorious  patron  of  the  reformed  churches,  to  inform  him,  that  he  had  now 
a  fair  prospect  of  seeing  those  churches  erected,  multiplied,  and  sheltered 
in  the  southern  regions  of  the  New  World;  and  requested  him,  that 
Geneva  might  supply  them  with  Pastors  for  the  planting  of  such  churches 
in  these  New  Plantations,  The  blessed  Calvin,  with  his  colleagues,  there- 
upon sent  of  their  number  two  worthy  persons,  namely  Kicherius  and 
Quadrigarius,  to  assist  this  undertaking;  and  unto  these  were  joined 
several  more,  especially  Leirus,  and  who  became  a  leader  to  the  rest, 
Oorquillerius,  an  eminent  man,  for  the  cause  of  Christianity,  then  residing 
at  Geneva.  Embarked  in  three  ships,  well  fitted,  they  came  to  the 
American  country,  whither  they  had  been'  invited;  and  they  soon  set  up 
an  evangelical  church  order,  in  those  comers  of  the  earth  where  God  in 
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our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  liad  never  before  been  called  upon.  But  it  was  not 
long  before  some  uahappy  controversies  arose  among  them,  wliich  drove 
tlieir  principal  ministers  into  Europe  again,  besides  those  three  that  were 
murthered  by  their  apostate  Governour,  whose  martyrdom  Lerius  pro- 
cured Crispin  to  commemorate  in  his  history,  but  I  now  omit  in  this  of 
ours,  Ne  me  Cnspini  scrinia  hcU,  compil&sse  ^utes*  and  as  for  the  people 
that  staid  behind,  no  other  can  be  learned,  but  that  they  are  entirely  hst, 
either  in  paganism  or  disaster:  in  this,  more  nnhappy  sure,  than  that  hun- 
dred thousand  of  their  brethren  who  were  soon  after  butchered  at  home, 
in  that  horrible  massacre,  which  then  had  not,  but  since  Lath,  known  a 
parallel.  So  has  there  been  utterly  lost  in  a  little  time,  a  country  intended 
for  a  receptoick  of  Protestant  Churches  on  the  American  Strand.  It  is  the 
most  incomparable  Be  Thou,  the  honourable  President  of  the  Parliament 
at  Paris,  an  Historian  whom  Casaubon  pronounces,  "A  singular  gift  of 
Heaven,  to  the  last  age,  for  an  example  of  piety  and  probity,"  that  is  our 
author,  (besides  others)  for  this  History. 

'Tis  now  time  for  mo  to  tell  my  reader,  that  in  out  age  there  has  been 
another  essay  made  not  by  French,  but  by  English  Protestants,  to  fill 
a  certain  country  in  America  with  Reformed  Churches;  nothing  in  doctrine, 
little  in  disdpUne,  different  from  that  of  Geneva.  Mankind  will  pardon 
me,  a  native  of  that  epuntry,  if  smitten  with  a  just  fear  of  incroaching 
and  ill-bodied  degeneracies,  I  shall  use  my  modest  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  a  country  so  signalized  for  iho  profession  of  the  purest  Religion, 
^nd  foT  the  protection  of  God  upon  it,  iu  that  holy  profession.  I  shall 
count  my  country  hst,  in  the  loss  of  the  primitive  principles,  and  the 
primitive  practices,  upon  which  it  was  at  first  established :  but  certainly 
one  good  way  to  save  that  loss,  would  be  to  do  something  that  the  memory 
of  the  great  things  done  for  us  bg  our  God,  may  not  be  hst,  and  that  the 
story  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  foundation  and  formation  of  this 
country,  and  of  its  preservation  hitherto,  may  be  impartially  handed  unto 
posterity.  This  is  the  undertaliing  whereto  I  now  address  myself;  and 
now,  Grant  me  thy  gracious  assistances,  0  rny  God!  that  in  this  my  under- 
taking  I  may  he  kept  from  every  false  way:  but  that  sincerely  aiming  at  thy 
ghry  in  my  undertaking,  I  may  find  my  labours  made  acceptable  and  profit- 
ahh  unto  thy  Churches,  and  serviceable  unh  the  inierests  of  thy  gospel;  so  let 
my  God  think  upon  me  for  good;  and  spare  me  according  to  the  greatness  of 
thy  mercy  in  the  blessed  Jesus.     Amen. 

•  That  yon  may  not  BUfipecl  ma  ot  IiayLng  tlBed  the  poitrolioa  of  Oitptn.— Hohicb,  Sol.  1, 1.  Tcr.  13). 
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TBNISTI   TANDEJU*    OB,    DISCOVERIES    OF    AMERICA; 

TEKLISG  TO,  AND  ENDING  IN,  DISC0TERIE3  OF  NEW-ENGLAND. 

§  1.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some,  though  'tis  but  an  opinion,  and  but 
of  some  learned  men,  that  when  the  sacred  oracles  of  Heaven  assure  us, 
the  tlmigs  under  the  earth  are  some  of  those,  whose  knees  are  to  bow  in  ike 
name  of  Jesus,  by  those  things  are  meant  the  iohabiUinta  of  America,  who 
are  Antipodes  to  those  of  the  other  hemisphere.  I  would  not  quote  any 
words  of  Lactantius,  though  there  are  some  to  countenance  this  interpret- 
ation, because  of  their  being  so  ungeograpkical:  nor  would  I  go  to 
strengthen  the  interpretation  by  reciting  the  words  of  the  Indians  to  the 
first  white  invaders  of  their  territories,  we  hear  you  are  come  from  under  ilie 
world  to  take  our  world  from,  us.  But  granting  the  uncertainty  of  such  an 
exposition,  I  shall  yet  give  the  Church  of  God  a  certain  account  of  those 
things,  which  in  America  have  been  believing  and  adoring  the  glorious 
name  of  Jesus ;  and  of  that  country  in  America,  where  those  things  have 
been  attended  with  eircnmstances  most  remarkable.  I  can  contentedly 
allow  that  America  (which,  as  the  learned  Nicholas  Fuller  observes,  might 
more  justly  be  called  Oolumbina)  was  altogether  unknown  to  the  peninen 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  the  ages  when  the  Scriptures  were  penned., 
I  can  allow,  that  those  parts  of  the  earth,  which  do  not.  include  America, 
are,  in  the  inspired  writings  of  Luke  and  of  Paul,  stiled  all  Hie  world.  I  can 
allow,  that  the  opinion  of  Torniellus  and  of  Pagius,  about  the  apostles 
preaching  the  gospel  in  America,  has  been  sufficiently  refuted  by  Basna- 
gius.  But  I  am  out  of  the  reach  of  Pope  Zachary's  excommunication.  I 
can  assert  the  existence  of  the  American  Antipodes:  and  I  can  report 
unto  the  European  churches  great  occurrences  among  these  Americans. 
Tet  I  will  report  every  one  of  them  with  such  a  Christian  and  exact 
veracity,  that  no  man  shall  have  cause  to  use  about  any  one  of  them  the 
words  which  the  great  Austin  (as  great  as  he  was)  used  about  the  existence 
of  Antipodes;  it  is  a  fable,  and  nullA  ratione  credendwtn.f 

§  2.  If  the  wicked  one  in  whom  .the  whole  world  lyetJi,  were  he,  who  like 
a  dragon,  keeping,  a  guard  upon  the  spacious  and  mighty  orchards  of 
America,  could  have  such  a  fascination  upon  the  thoughts  of  mankind, 
that  neither  this  balancing  half  of  the  globe  should  be  considered  in 
Europe,  till  a  little  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago,  nor  the  clue  that 
might  lead  unto  it,  namely,  the  Loadstone,  should  be  known,  till  a  Nea- 
politian  stumbled  upon  it,  about  an  hundred  years  before ;  yet  the  over- 
ruling Providence  of  the  gi-eat  God  is  to  be  acknowledged,  as  well  in  the 

*  Huat  Itioii  come  at  last?  t  UUerlj  ini 
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concealing  of  America  for  so  long  a  time,  aa  in  tlie  discovering  of  it,  wlicn 
the  fulness  of  time  was  come  for  tlie  discovery :  for  we  may  count 
America  to  have  been  concealed,  while  mankind  in  the  other  hemisphere 
had  lost  all  acquaintance  with  it,  if  we  may  conclude  it  had  any  from  the 
words  of  Diodorua  Siculus,  that  Phceneeians  were,  by  great  storms,  driven 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  fer  vxstward,  ^*i  o-oXXas  'n\).i^a.s,  for  many  days 
together,  and  at  last  fell  in  with  an  Island  of  prodigious  magnitude;  or 
from  the  words  of  Plato,  that  beyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules  there  was  an 
Island  ia  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  afjin  \i^v^s  xai  Atfias  jisi^uv,  larg&r  tlian  Africa 
and  Asia  put  together:  nor  should  it  pass  without  remark,  that  three  most 
memorable  things,  which  have  born  a  very  great  aspect  upon  humane 
affairs,  did,  near  the  same  time,  namely,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  JiJisentJi, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  arise  unto  the  world:  the  first 
was  the  resurrection  of  liierature;  the  second  was  the  opening  of  America; 
the  third  was  the  Reformation  of  Religion.  But,  as  probably,  the  devil 
seducing  the  first  inhabitants  of  America  into  it,  therein  aimed  at  the 
having  of  them  and  their  posterity  out  of  the  sound  of  the  silver  trumpets 
of  the  Gospel,  then  to  be  heard  through  the  Roman  Empire;  if  the  devil 
had  any  expectation,  that  by  the  peopling  of  America,  he  should  utterly 
deprive  any  Eiiropeans  of  the  two  benefits,  Literature  and  Religion,  which 
dawned  upon  the  miserable  world,  one  just  iefore,  the  other  just  ajier,  the 
first  famed  navigation  hither,  '  tis  to  he  hoped  he  will  be  disappointed  of 
that  expectation.  The  Church  of  God  must  no  longer  be  wrapped  up  in 
Straho's  cloak;  Geography  must  now  find  work  for  a  Ghristiano-graphy  in 
regions  far  enough  beyond  the  bounds  wherein  the  Ghur^  of  God  had, 
through  all  former  ages,  been  circumscribed.  Eenowned  Churches  of 
Christ  must  be  gathered  where  the  Ancients  once  derided  them  that 
looked  for  any  inhalntanis.  The  mystery  of  our  Load's  garments,  made 
four  parts,  by  the  soldiers  that  cast  lots  for  them,  is  to  be  accomplished  in 
the  good  sence  put  upon  it  by  Austin,  who,  if  be  had  known  America, 
could  not  have  given  a  better:  Quadripartita  vestis  Domini  Jesu,  guadri- 
partitam  figuravit  ejus  Ecclesiam,  toto  scilicet,  qui  guatuor  partihus  constat, 
terraruw,  orbe  diffusam.^ 

%  3.  Whatever  truth  may  be  in  that  assertion  of  one  who  writes : 
"If  we  may  credit  any  records  besides  the  Scriptures,  I  know  it  might  be 
said  and  proved  well,  that  this  New  World  was  known,  and  partly 
inhabited  by  Britains,  or  by  Saxons  from  England,  three  or  four  hundred 
years  hefbre  iAe  Spaniards  coming  thither;"  which  assertion  is  demonstrated 
from  the  discourses  between  the  Mexicans  and  the  Spaniards  at  their  first 
arrival;  and  the  Popish  reliques,  as  well  as  British  terms  and  words, 
which  the  Spaniards  then  found  among  the  Mexicans,  as  well  as  from 
undoubted  passages,  not  only  in  other  authors,  but  even  in  the  British 

•  The  piirtiiig  of  tliB  gannont  of  our  Lord  Jesus  inlo  four  piocBB  was  a  type  of  a  like  division  of  Ilia  Otiiiiuh, 
nliich  is  dlstribulfjd  thi-ough  the  foui-  qnnilera  oi  the  slube. 
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iuiiials  also:  nevertheless,  mankind  generally  agree  to  give  unto  Cbris- 
toplier  Columlaus,  a  Genoese,  tlie  honour  of  being  the  first  European  that 
opened  a  way  into  these  parte  of  the  world.  It  was  in  the  year  1492,  that 
this  famous  man,  acted  by  a  most  vehement  and  wonderful  impulse,  was 
carried  into  the  northern  regions  of  this  vast  hemisphere,  which  might 
more  justly  therefore  have  received  its  name  from  him,  than  from  Americus 
Vesputius,  a  Florentine,  who,  in  the  year  1497,  made  a  further  detection 
of  the  more  southern  regions  in  this  continent.  So  a  world,  which  has  been 
one  great  article  among  the  Hes  de^erditte*  of  Pandrollus,  is  no'w  found  out, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  whole  world  have  been  affected  by  the  finding  of  it. 
So  the  Church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  well  compared  unto  a  ship,  is 
now  victoriously  sailing  round  the  globe  after  Sir  Francis  Drake's  renowned 
ship,  called.  The  Victory,  which  could  boast, 

Fnma  ego  Ketivolis  ambiai  carailnis  urtem.t 

And  yet  the  story  about  Columbus  himself  must  be  corrected  from  the 
information  of  De  la  Vega,  that  "  one  Sanchez,  a  native  of  Helva  in  Spain, 
did  before  him  find  out  these  regions."  He  tells  us  that  Sanchez  using  to 
trade  in  a  small  vessel  to  the  Canaries,  was  driven  by  a  furious  and 
tedious  tempest  over  unto  these  western  countries ;  and  at  his  return  he 
gave  to  Colon,  or  Columbus,  an  account  of  what  he  had  seen,  but  soon 
after  died  of  a  disease  he  had  got  on  his  dangerous  voyage.  However, 
I  shall  expect  my  reader,  e'er  long,  to  grant,  that  some  things  done  since 
by  Almighty  God  for  the  English  in  these  regions,  have  exceeded  all.  that 
has  been  hitherto  done  for  any  other  nation :  If  this  New  World  were  not 
found  out  first  by  the  English;  yet  in  those  regards  that  are  of  all  the 
greatest,  it  seems  to  be  found  out  more/or  them  than  any  other. 

I  4.  But  indeed  the  two  Oabots,  father  and  son,  under  the  commission 
of  our  King  Henry  YII.,  entering  upon  their  generous  undertakings  in  the 
year  1497,  made  further  discoveries  of  America,  tlian  either  Columbus  or 
Vesputius ;  in  regard  of  which  notable  enterprizes,  the  younger  of  them 
had  very  great  honours  by  the  Crown  put  upon  him,  till  at  length  he  died 
in  a  good  old  age,  in  which  old  age  King  Edward  VI.  had  allowed  him 
an  honourable  pension.  Yea,  since  the  Cabota,  employed  by  the  King  of 
England,  made  a  discovery  of  this  continent  in  the  year  1497,  and  it  was 
the  year  1498  before  Columbus  discovered  any  part  of  the  continent; 
and  Vesputius  came  a  considerable  time  after  both  of  them;  I  know  not 
why  the  Spaniard  should  go  unrivalled  in  the  claim  of  this  Kew  World, 
which  from  the  Jirst  finding  of  it  is  pretended  unto.  These  discoveries 
of  the  Cabots  were  the  foundation  of  all  the  adventures,  with  which  the 
English  nation  have  since  followed  the  sun,  and  served  themselves  into  an 

•  "The  Catalogue  of  Lost  rAi^s,"— tille  of  0  book. 
Mode  Iho  wide  circuil  of  ihe  mlglily  world," 
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acquaintance  on  the  liitlier  side  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean.  And  now  I  shall 
drown  my  reader  with  myself  in  a  tedioiis  digression,  if  I  enumerate  all 
the  attempts  made  by  a  Willoughby,  a  Probisher,  a  Gilbert,  and  besides 
many  others,  an  incomparable  Rawleigh,  to  settle  English  colonies  in  the 
desarts  of  the  western  India.  It  will  be  enough  if  I  entertain  him  with 
the  History  of  that  English  Settlement,  which  may,  upon  a  thousand 
accounts,  pretend  unto  more  of  true  Enghah  than  all  the  rest,  and  which 
alone  therefore  has  been  called  New-England. 

§  5,  After  a  discouraging  series  of  disasters  attending  the  endeavours 
of  the  English  to  swarm  into  Florida,  and  the  rest  of  the  continent  unto 
the  northward  of  it,  called  Virginia,  because  the  first  white  bom  in  those 
regions  was  a  daughter,  then  born  to  one  Ananias  Dare,  in  the  year  1585, 
the  courage  of  one  Bartholomew  Gosnold,  and  one  captain  Bartholomew 
Gilbert,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  served  them  to  raalce  yet  more  essays 
upon  the  like  designs.  This  captain  Gosnold  in  a  small  bark,  on  May  11, 
1602,  made  land  on  this  coast  in  the  latitude  oiforty-Hiree;  where,  though 
he  liked  the  welcome  he  had  from  the  Salvages  that  came  aboard  him,  yet 
he  disliked  the  weather,  so  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  stand  more 
southward  into  the  sea.  Next  morning  he  found  himself  embayed  within 
a  mighty  head  of  land ;  which  promontory,  in  remembrance  of  the  Codfish 
in  great  quantity  by  him  taken  there,  he  called  Cape-Cod,  a  name  which 
I  suppose  it  will  never  lose,  till  shoals  of  God-fish  be  seen  swimming  upon, 
the  top  of  its  highest  hills.  On  this  Cape,  and  on  the  Islands  to  the  south- 
ward of  it,  he  found  such  a  comfortable  entertainment  from  the  summer' 
fruits  of  the  earth,  as  well  as  from  the  wild  creatures  then  ranging  the  woods, 
and  from  the  wilder  ^ople  now  surprised  into  eourtesie,  that  he  carried 
back  to  England  a  report  of  the  country,  better  than  what  the  spies  once 
gave  of  the  h,nd  fiowing  with  milk  and  honey.  Not  only  did  the  merchants 
of  Bristol  now  raise  a  considerable  stock  to  prosecute  these  discoveries, 
but  many  other  persons  of  several  ranks  embarked  in  such  undertakings; 
and  many  sallies  into  America  were  made;  the  exacter  narrative  whereof 
I  had  rather  my  reader  should  jjuj-cAase  at  the  expenoe  of  consulting  Pur- 
chases Pilgrims,  than  endure  any  stop  in  our  hastening  voyage  unto  the 
History  of  a  New-English  Israel. 

§  6.  Perhaps  my  reader  would  gladly  bo  informed  how  America  came 
to  "h^  first  peopled;  and  if  Homius's  "Discourses,"  Pe  origine  Gentium 
AmericanaruTn,  do  not  satisfle  him,  I  hope  shortly  the  most  ingenious  Dr. 
"Woodward,  in  his  Natural  History  of  tlie  Earth,  will  do  it.  In  the  mean 
time,  to  stay  thy  stomach,  reader,  accept  the  account  which  a  very  sensi- 
ble Russian,  who  had  been  an  officer  of  prime  note  in  Siberia,  gave  unto 
Father  Avril.  Said  he,  "There  is  beyond  the  Obi  a  great  river  called 
Kawoina,  at  the  mouth  whereof,  discharging  it  self  into  the  Frozen  Sea, 
there  stands  a  spacious  Island  very  well  peopled,  and  no  less  considerable 
for  hunting  an  animal,  whose  teeth  are  in  great  esteem.     The  inhabitants 
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go  frequently  upon  the  side  of  the  Frozen  Sea  to  hunt  this  monster;  and 
because  it  requires  gxeat  labour  with  assiduity,  they  carry  their  families 
usually  along  with  them.  Now  it  many  times  happens  that  being  sur- 
prized with  a  thaw,  they  are  carried  away,  I  know  not  whither,  upon 
huge  pieces  of  ice  that  break  off  one  from  another.  For  my  part,  I  am 
perswaded  that  several  of  those  hunters  have  been  carried  upon  these 
floating  pieces  of  ice  to  the  most  northern  parts  of  America,  which  is  not 
far  from  that  part  of  Asia  that  jutia  out  into  the  sea  of  Tartary.  And 
that  which  confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  is  this,  that  the  Americana  who 
inhabit  that  country,  which  advances  farthest  towards  that  sea,  have  the 
same  Physiognomy  as  those  Islanders." — Thus  the  Tayode  of  Smolensko, 
But  all  the  concern  of  this  our  history,  is  to  tell  how  English  ]}^ople  first 
came  into  America;  and  what  English ^eopfe  first  came  into  that  part  of 
America  where  this  History  is  composed.  Wherefore,  instead  of  reciting 
the  many  Adventures  of  the  BngHsh  to  visit  these  parts  of  the  world,  I 
shall  hut  repeat  the  words  of'one  Captain  Weymouth,  an  historian,  as  well 
as  an  undertaker  of  those  Adventures;  who  reports,  "that  one  main  end  of 
all  these  undertakings,  was  to  plant  the  gospel  in  these  dark  regions  of 
America."  How  well  the  most  of  the  English  plantations  have  answered 
this  modn,  end,  it  mainly  becomes  them  to  consider:  however,  I  am  now 
to  tell  mankind,  that  as  for  one  of  these  Enghsh  plantations,  this  was  not 
only  a  main  end,  but  the  sole  end  upon  which  it  was  erected.  If 'they  that 
are  solicitous  about  the  interests  of  the  gospel,\  would  know  what&a.d.  where 
that  plantation  is;  be  it  noted,  that  all  the  vast  country  from  Florida  to 
Nova-Francia,  was  at  first  called  Virginia;  but  this  Virginia  was  distin- 
guished into  North  Virginia  and  South  Virginia,  till  that  famous  Travel- 
ler Captain  John  Smith,  in  the  year  1614,  presenting  unto  the  court  of 
England  a  draught  of  North  Virginia,  got  it  called  by  the  name  of  New- 
England;  which  name  has  been  ever  since  allowed  unto  my  country,  as 
unto  the  most  resembling  daughter  to  the  chief  lady  of  the  European  world. 
Thus  the  discoveries  of  the  country  proceeded  so  far,  that  K.  James  I.  did 
by  his  letters  patents  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  give  and  grant  unto  a  certain  honourable  council  established 
at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  and  order- 
ing, and  governing  of  New-England  in  America,  and  to  their  successors, 
and  assigns,  all  that  part  of  America,  lying  and  being  in  breadth,  fronu 
forty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude,  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  the  forty- 
eighth  degree  of  the  said  northerly  latitude  inclusively;  and  the  length  0% 
and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  all  the  Jirm  lands  from 
sea  to  sea.  This  at  last  is  the  spot  of  earth,  which  the  God  of  heaven  spisd 
out  for  the  seat  of  such  evangelical,  and  ecclesiastical,  and  very  remarkaiiJe 
transactions,  as  require  to  be  made  an  history ;  ftere  'twas  that  our  blessed 
Jest3S  intended  a  resting  place,  must  I  say?  or  only  an  hiding  place-  fbr 
those  reformed  Churches,  which  have  given  him  a  little  aecomplishmeat 
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of  his  eternal  Father's  promise  unto  him;  to  fee,  we  hope,  yet  farther 
accomplished,  of  having  Uie  utmost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possessionf 

§  7.  The  learned  Joseph  Mede  conjectures  that  the  American  Hemi- 
sphere will  escape  the  conflagration  of  the  carOi,  which  we  expect  at  the 
descent  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  Heaven :  and  that  the  people  here 
will  not  have  a  share  in  the  blessedness  which  the  renovated  world  shall 
enjoy,  dnring  the  Hwusand  years  of  holy  rest  promised  unto  the  Church  of 
God:  and  that  the  inhabita&ts  of  these  regions,  who  were  originally 
Scytheans,  and  therein  a  notable  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy,  about  the 
enlargement  of  Japhet,  will  be  the  Gog  and  Magog  whom  the  devil  will 
seduce  to  invade  the  New-Jerusalem,  with  an  envious  hope  to  gain  the 
angelical  circumstances  of  the  people  there.  Allthisis  but  conjecture;  and 
it  may  be  'twill  appear  unto  some  as  little  probable,  as  that  of  the  later 
Pierre  Poiret  in  his  L'CEco^iomy  Divine^  that  by  Gog  and  Magog  are  meant 
the  devils  and  the  damned,  which  he  thinks  will  be  let  loose  at  the  end  of 
the  thousand  years,  to  make  a  furious,  but  a  fruitless  attempt  on  the  glori- 
fied saints  of  the  New-Jerusalem.  However,  I  am  going  to  give  unto  the 
Ohristian  reader  an  history  of  some  feebh  attempts  made  in  the  American 
hemisphere  to  anticipate  the  state  of  the  New-Jerusalem,  as  far  as  the 
unavoidable  vanity  of  human  affairs  and  influence  of  Satan  upon  them 
would  allow  of  it;  land  of  many  worihy  persons  whose  posterity,  if  they 
make  a  sqtmdron  in  the  feets  of  Gog  and  Magog,  will  be  apostates  deserving 
a  room,  and  a  doom  with  the  legions  of  the  grand  apostate,  that  will  deceive 
the  nations  to  that  mysterious  e. 
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PRIMORBIA;*    OR,  THE  VOYAGE  TO  NE¥-E  N  Gl  JMB, 

■WHICH   PRODUCED   THE   TRST   8E1TLEMMT  OE   KEW-PLIMOtJIH ;   ¥ITH  AN  ACCnUNT  OF 
MAUI  EMAHSABIE  AND  JtESIOKABlE  PR0YICESCE3  RELATING  TO  THAT  VOYAGE. 

§  1.  A  NUMBER  of  devout  and  serious  Christians  in  the  English  nation, 
finding  the  Eeformation  of  the  Church  in  that  nation,  according  to  the 
WosD  OF  GfoD,  and  the  design  of  many  among  the  first  Eeformers,  to 
labour  under  a  sort  of  kcpekss  retardation;  they  did,  Anno  1602,  in  the 
north  of  England,  enter  into  a  Covenant,  wherein  expressing  themselves 
desirous,  not  only  to  attend  the  worship  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chirst,  with  a 
freedom,  from  humane  inventions  and  additioTis,  hut  also  to  enjoy,  all  the 
Evangelical  Institutions  of  that  worship,  they  did  like  those  Macedonians, 
that  are  therefore  hy  the  Apostle  Paul  commended,  "give  themselves  up, 
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first  unto  God,  and  then  to  one  another."  These  pious  people  finding  that 
their  brethren  and  neighbours  in  the  Church  of  England,  as  then  established 
hy  law,  took  ofience  at  theao  their  endeavours  after  a  scriptural  reformation; 
and  being  loth  to  live  in  the  continual  vexations  which  they  felt  arising 
from  their  non-conformity  to  things  which  their  consciences  accounted 
superstitious  and  unwarrantable,  they  peaceably  and  willingly  embraced  a 
banishment  into  the  Netherlands;  where  they  settled  at  the  city  of  Leyden, 
about  seven  or  eight  years  after  their  first  combination.  And  now  in  that 
city  this  people  sojourned,  an  Holy  Chuech  of  the  blessed  Jesds,  for  sev- 
eral years  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  John  Eobinson,  who  had  for  his 
help  in  the  government  of  the  Chnrch,  a  most  wise,  grave,  good  man,  Mr. 
WiUiam  Brewster,  the  ruling  elder.  Indeed,  Mr.  John  Eobinson  had  been 
in  his  younger  time  (as  very  good  fruit  bath  sohietimes  been,  before  age  hath 
ripened  it)  soiored  with  the  principles  of  the  most  rigid  separation,  in  the 
maintaining  whereof  he  composed  and  published  some  little  Treatises, 
and  in  the  management  of  the  controversie  made  no  scruple  to  call  the 
incomparable  Dr.  Ames  himself,  Dr.  Amiss,  for  opposing  such  a  degree  of 
s^aration.  But  this  worthy  man  suffered  himself  at  length  to  be  so  far 
convinced  by  his  learned  antagonist,  that  with  a  most  ingenious  retractation, 
he  afterwards  writ  a  little  book  to  prove  the  lawfulness  of  one  thing,  which 
his  mistaken  zeal  had  formerly  impugned  several  years,  even  till  1625,  and 
about  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  own  age,  continued  he  a  blessing  unto  the 
whole  Church  of  God,  and  at  last,  when  he  died,  he  left  behind  him  in  his 
immortal  writings,  a  name  very  much  embalmed  among  the  people  that  are 
best  able  to  judge  of  merit;  and  even  among  such,  as  about  the  matters  of 
Gkurch-disa'pline,  were  not  of  his  perswasion.  Of  such  an  eminent  character 
was  he,  while  he  livedj  that  when  Armenianism  so  much  prevailed,  as  it 
then  did  in  the  low  countries,  those  famous  Divines,  Polyander  and  Festus 
Hommius,  employed  this  our  learned  Robinson  to  dispute  publickly  in  the 
University  of  Leyden  against  Episcopius,  and  the  other  champions  of  that 
grand  ckoak-weed  of  true  OhrisUanity :  and  when  he  died,  not  only  the  Univer- 
sity, and  Ministers  of  the  city,  accompanied  him  to  his  grave,  with  all  their 
accustomed  sokmnities,  but  some  of  the  chief  among  them  with  sorrowful 
resentments  and  expressions  affirmed,  "  That  all  the  Churches  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  had  sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  death  of  this  worthy  man." 
§  2.  The  English  Church  had  not  been  very  long  at  Leyden,  before  they 
found  themselves  encountred  with  many  inconveniences.  They  felt  that 
they  were  neither  for  health,  nor  purse,  nor  language  well  accommodated; 
but  the  concern  which  they  most  of  all  had,  was  for  their  posterity^  They 
saw,  that  whatever  hanks  the  Dutch  had  against  the  inroads  of  the  sea,  they 
had  not  sufficient  ones  against  a.  flood  of  manifold  profaiieness.  They  could 
not  with  fen  years'  endeavour  bring  their  neighbours  particularly  to  any  suit- 
able observation  of  the  Lord's  Day  ;  without  which  they  knew  that  all 
•practical  Religion  must  wither  miserably.  They  beheld  some  of  their  children, 
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bj  the  temptations  of  the  place,  were  especially  given  in  the  licentious  ways 
of  many  young  people,  .drawn  into  dangeroua  extravaganciea.  Moreover, 
they  were  very  loth  to  lose  their  interest  in  the  English  nation;  but  were 
desirous  rather  to  enlarge  their  King's  dominions.  They  found  themselves 
also  under  a  very  strong  disposition  of  zeal,  to  attempt  the  establishment 
of  Congregational  Churches  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  world;  where 
they  hoped  they  should  be  reached  by  the  Eoyal  influence  of  their  Prince, 
in  whose  allegiance  they  chose  to  live  and  die ;  at  the  same  time  likewise 
hoping  that  the  Eccleaiaaticks,  who  had  thus  driven  them  out  of  the  king- 
dom into  a  New  World,  for  nothing  in  the  world  but  their  non-conformity 
to  certain  rites,  by  the  imposers  confessed  indifferent,  would  be  ashamed  ever 
to  persecute  them  with  any  further  molestations,  at  the  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand leagues.  These  reasons  were  deeply  considered  by  the  Church ;  and 
after  many  deliberations,  accompanied  with  the  most  solemn  hmniliations 
and  supplications  before  the  God  of  Heaven,  they  took  up  a  resolution,  under 
the  conduct  of  Heaven,  to  remove  into  America;  the  opened  regions 
whereof  had  now  filled  all  Europe  with  reports.  It  was  resolved,  that  pari 
of  the  Church  should  go  before  their  brethren,  to  prepare  a  place  for  the 
rest;  and  whereas  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  stronger  men  were  to  go 
first,  the  Pastor  was  to  stay  with  the  major,  till  they  should  see  cause  to 
follow.  Nor  was  there  any  occasion  for  this  resolve,  in  any  weariness  which 
the  States  of  Holland  had  of  their  company,  as  was  basely  whispered  by  their 
adversaries ;  therein  like  those  who  of  old  assigned  the  same  cause  for  the 
departure  of  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt:  for  the  magistrates  of  Leyden 
in  their  Court,  reproving  the  Walloons,  gave  this  testimony  for  our  English : 
"These  have  lived  now  ten  years  among  us,  and  yet  we  never  had  any 
accusation  against  any  one  of  them;  whereas  your  quarrels  are  contimial." 
§  3.  These  good  people  were  now  satisfyed,  they  had  as  plain  a  command 
of  Heaven  to  attempt  a  removal,  as  ever  their  fe,ther  Abraham  had  for  his 
leaving  the  Caldean  territorial  and  it  was  nothing  but  such  a  satisfaction 
that  could  have  carried  them  through  such,  otherwise  insuperable  difficult- 
ies, as  they  met  withal.  But  in  this  removal  the  terminus  ad  Quem*  was  not 
yet  resolved  upon.  The  country  of  Guiana  flattered  them  with  the  prom- 
ises of  a  perpetual  Spring,  and  a  thousand  other  comfortable  entertainments. 
But  the  probable  disagreement  of  so  torrid  a  climate  unto  English  bodies, 
and  the  more  dangerous  vicinity  of  the  Spaniards  to  that  climate,  were 
considerations  which  made  them  fear  that  country  would  be  too  hot  for 
them.  They  rather  propounded  some  country  bordering  upon  Virginia; 
and  unto  this  purpose,  they  sent  over  agents  into  England,  who  so  far 
treated  not  only  with  the  Virginia  company,  but  with  several  great  persons 
about  the  Court;  unto  whom  they  made  evident  tlieir  agreement  vnth  the 
Prendh  Beformed  Churches  in  all  things  whatsoever,  exc^t  in  a  few  small  acci- 
dental points;  that  at  last,  after  many  tedious  delays,  and  after  the  loss  of 
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iaa,Qj  Jriends  and  hopes  ia  those  delays,  they  obtained  a  Patent  for  a  quiet 
settlement  in  those  territories;  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  himself 
gave  them  some  expectations  that  they  should  never  be  disturbed  in  that 
exercise  of  Religion,  at  which  they  aimed  in  their  settlement ;  yea,  when  Sir 
Robert  Nanton,  then  principal  Secretary  of  State  unto  King  James,  moved 
liis  Majesty  to  give  way  "that  such  a  people  might  enjoy  their  liberty  of 
conscience  under  his  gracious  protection  in  America,  where  they  woidd 
endeavour  the  advancement  of  hia  Majesty's  dominions,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  interests  of  the  Gospel;"  the  King  said,  "it  was  a  good  and 
honest  motion."  AU  this  notwithstanding,  they  never  made  use  of  that 
Patent :  but  being  informed  of  New-England,  thither  they  diverted  their 
design,  thereto  induced  by  sundry  reasons;  but  particularly  by  this,  that 
the  coast  being  extreamly  well  circumstanced  for  Jhhmg,  they  might  therein 
have  some  immediate  assistance  against  the  hardships  of  their  first  encoun- 
ters.—Their  agents  then  again  sent  over  to  England,  concluded  arikhs 
between  them  and  such  adventurers  as  would  be  concerned  with  them  in 
their  present  undertakings — articles,  that  were  indeed  sufficiently  hard  for 
those  poor  men  that  were  now  to  transplant  themselves  into  an  horrid 
wilderness.  The  diversion  of  their  enterprize  from  the  first  state  and  way 
of  it,  caused  an  unhappy  division  among  those  that  should  have  encour- 
aged it;  and  many  of  them  hereupon  fell  off.  But  the  Eemovera  having 
already  sold  their  estates,  to  put  the  money  into  a  common  stock,  for  the 
welfiire  of  the  whole  ;  and  their  stock  as  well  as  their  iime  spending  so  fast  as 
to  threaten  them  with  an  army  of  straits,  if  they  delayed  any  longer ;  they 
nimbly  dispatcht  the  best  agreements  they  could,  and  came  away  furnished 
with  a  Resolution  for  a  large  Tract  of  Land  in  the  south-west  part  of 
New-England. 

I  4.  All  thin^  now  being  in  some  readiness,  and  a  couple  of  ships,  one 
called  The  SpeedvjeU,  the  other  The  May-Fhwer,  being  hired  for  their 
transportation,  they  solemnly  set  apart  a  day  for  listing  and  prayer; 
wherein  their  Pastor  preached  unto  them  upon  Ezra  viii.  21 :  "I  proclaimed 
a  fast  there,  at  the  river  Ahava,  that'we  might  afflict  our  selves  before 
our  God,  to  seek  of  him  a  right  way  for  us,  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for 
all  OTir  substance." 

After  the  fervent  supplications  of  this  day,  accompanied  by  their  affec- 
tionate friends,  they  took  their  leave  of  the  pleasant  city,  where  they  had 
been  pilgrims  and  strangers  now  for  eleven  years.  Delft-Haven  was  the 
town  where  they  went  on  board  one  of  their  ships,  and  there  they  had 
such  a  mournful  parting  from  their  brethren,  as  even  drovmed  the  Dutch 
spectators  themselves,  then  standing  on  the  shore,  in  tears.  Their  excellent 
pastor,  on  his  knees,  by  the  sea-side,  poured  out  their  muttial  petitions 
unto  God;  and  having  wept  in  one  another's  arms,  as  long  as  the  wind 
p.nd  the  tide  would  permit  them,  they  bad  adieu.  So  sailing  to  Southamp- 
ton in  England,  they  there  found  the  other  of  their  ships  come  from  Lon- 
VoL.  I.— 4 
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don,  with  tTie  rest  of  their  friends  tbat  were  to  be  the  companions  of  the 
voyage.  Let  my  reader  place  the  chronology  of  this  business  on  Jtily  2, 
1620.  And  know,  that  the  feithful  pastor  of  this  people  immediately  sent 
after  them  a  ^wwitwa^  JeHtr;  a  letter  filled  with  holy  counsels  unto  them, 
to  settle  their  ^eace  with  God  in  their  own  consciences,  by  an  exact  repent- 
ance of  all  sin  whatsoever,  that  so  they  might  more  easily  bear  all  the  difl&- 
eulties  that  were  now  before  them ;  and  then  to  maintain  a  good  feo^ce  with 
one  another,  and  beware  of  giving  or  taking  offences;  and  avoid  all  discov- 
eries of  a  touchy  hwmour;  but.use  much  hrotherly  forhearaTice,  [where  by  the 
.way  he  had  this  remarkable  observation:  "In  my  own  experience  few  or 
none  have  been  found  that  sooner  give  offence,  than  those  that  easily  take 
it;  neither  have  they  ever  proved  sound  and  profitable  members  of  societies 
who  have  nourished  this  touchy  humour ;"]  as  also  to  take  heed  of  ^.private 
spirit,  and  all  retiredness  of  mind  in  each  man,  for  Ms  own  proper  advantage; 
and  likewise  to  be  careful,  that  the  lumse  of  God,  which  Uiey  were,  might 
notbe  shakenwith  unnecessary  jMwefti'es  or  (^jpos/iibjis;  which  Letter  after- 
wards produced  most  happy  fiuits  among  them, 

§  5.  On'August  5,  1620,  they  set  sail  from  Southampton;  but  if  it  shall 
as  I  believe  it  will,  afHict  my  reader  to  be  told  what  heart-breaking  disas: 
ters  befell  them,,  in  the  very  beginning  of  their  undertaking,  let  him  glorifie 
God,  who  carried  them  so  well  through  their  greater  affliction. 

They  were  by  bad  weather  twice  beaten  back,  before  they  eame  to  the 
Land's  end.  But  it  was  judged,  that  the  badness  of  the  weather  did  not 
retard  them  so  much  as  the  deceit  of  a  master,  who,  grown  sick  of  the 
voyage,  made  such  pretences  about  the  leakiness  of  his  vessel,  that  they 
were  forced  at  last  wholly  to.  dismiss  that  lesser  ship  from  the  .service. 
Being  now  all  stowed  into  one  ship,  on  the  sixth  of  September  they  put  to 
sea;  but  they  met  with  such  terrible  storms,  that  the  principal  persons  on 
board  had  serious  deliberations  upon  returning  home  again;  however,  after 
long  beating  upon  the  Atlantick  ocean,  they  fell  in  with  the  land  at  Cape 
Cod,  about  the  ninth  of  November  following,  where  going  on  shore  they  fell 
upon  their  knees,  with  many  and  hearty  praises  unto  God,  who  had  been 
Uidr  assurance,  when  they  were  ofar  off  upon  the  sea,  and  was  to  be  further 
eo,  now  that  they  were  come  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

But  why  at  this  Cape?  Here  was  not  the  port  which  they  intended:  this 
was  not  the  land  for  which  they  had  provided.  There  was  indeed  a  most 
wonderful  providmce  of  God,  over  a  pious  and  a  praying  people,  in  this 
The  most  crooked  way  that  ever  was  gone,  even  that  of 
il's  peregrination  through  the  wilderness,  may  be  called  a  ri^ht  way, 
such  was  the  way  of  this  lit:tLe. Israel,  now  going  into  a  wilderness. 

§  6.  Their  design  was  to  have  sat  down  some  where  about  Hudson's 
Eiver;  but  some  of  their  neighbours  in  Holland  having  a  mind  themselves 
to  settle  a  plantation  there,  secretly  and  sinfully  contracted  with  the  master 
of  the  ship,  employed  for  the  transportation  of  these  our  English  exiles,  by 
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a  more  northerly  course,  to  put  a  trick  upon  tliera,  'Twas  in  the  pursuance 
of  this  pht  that  not  only  the  goods,  but  also  the  lives  of  all  on  board  were 
now  hazarded,  by  the  ships  felling  among  the  shoals  of  Cape-Cod;  where 
they  were  so  entangled  among  dangerous  breakers,  thus  late  in  the  year, 
that  the  company,  got  at  last  into  the  Cape-Harbour,  broke  of  t\ieii[  intentions 
of  going  any  further.  And  yet,  behold  the  watchful  providence  of  God 
over  them  that  seek  him  I  thiafaise-dealing  proved  a  safe-dealing  for  the  good 
people  against  whom  it  was  used.  Had  they  been  carried  according  -to 
their  desire  unto  Hudson's  River,  the  Indians  in  those  parts  were  at  this 
time  so  many,  and  so  mighty,  and  so  sturdy,  that  in  probability  all  this, 
little  feeble  number  of  Christians  had  been  massaftred  by  these  bloody 
salvages,  as  not  long  after  some  others  were:  whereas  the  geod  hand  of 
God  now  brought  them  to  a  country  wonderfully  prepared  for  their  enter- 
tainment, by  a  sweeping  mortality  that  had  lately  been  among  the  natives. 
"We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  0  God,  our  fathers  have  told  us,  what 
work  thou  didst  in  their  days,  in  the  times  of  old;  how  thou  dravest  out 
the  heathen  with  thy  hand,  and  plantedst  them ;  how  thou  did'st  afflict  the 
people,  and  cast  them  out!"  The  Indians  in  these  parts  Lad  newly,  even 
about  a  year  or  two  before,  been  visited  .with  such  a  proiiigious  pestUeace, 
as  carried  away  not  a  ientk,  but  nine  part^  of  ten,  (yea,  'tis  said,  nineteen  of 
twenty)  among  them :  so  thatlthe  woods  were  almost  cleared  of  those  per- 
nicious creatures,  to  make  room  for  a  better  growOul  It  is  remarkable,  that  a 
Frenchman  who,  not  long  before  these  transactions,  had'  hj  a  shipwreck 
been  made  a  captive  amongst  the  Indians  of  this  country,  did,  as  the  sur- 
vivers  reported,  just  before  he  dyed  in  their  hands,  tell  those  tawny  pagans, 
"that  God  being  angry  with  them  for  their  wickedness,  would  not  only 
destroy  them  all,  but  also  people  the  place  with  another  nation,  which 
wou;ld  not  live  after  their  brutish  manners."  Those  infidels  then  blasphe- 
mously replyed,  "God  could  not  kill  them;"  which  blasphemous  mistake 
was  confuted  by  an  horrible  and  unusual  plague,  whereby  they  were  con- 
sumed in  such  vast  multitudes,  that  our  first  planters  found  the  land  almost 
covered  with  their  unburied  carcases;  and  they  that  were  left  alive,  were 
smitten  into  awful  and  humble  regards  of  the  English,  by  the  terrors  which 
the  remembrance  of  the  Frenchman's  prophesie  had  imprinted  on  them. 

§  7.  Inexpressible  the  hardships  to  which  this  chosm  generation  was  now 
exposedl  Our  Saviour  once  directed  his  disciples  to  deprecate  a  flight  in 
^winter;  but  these  disciples  of  our  Lord  were  now  arrived  at  a  very  cold 
country,  in  the  beginning  of  a  rough  and  bleak  winter;  the  sun  was  with- 
drawn into  Sagittarius,  whence  he  shot  the  penetrating  arrows  of  cold; 
feathered  with  nothing  but  siwtc,  and  pointed  with  hail;  and  the  days  lefi; 
them  to  behold  tbe_/?'osi-bitteu  and  weaiAer-beaten  fece  of  the  earth,  were 
grown  shorter  than  the  nights,  wherein  they  had  yet  more  trouble  to  get 
shelter  from  the  increasing  injuries  of  the/rosi  and  weather.  It  was  a  relief 
to  those  primitive  believers,  who  were  cast  on  shore  at  Malta,  That  ike  har- 
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harous  people  shoioed  them  no  little  kindness,  because  of  the  present  Tain,  and 
hecause  oflJie  cold.  But  these  believers  in  our  primitive  times,  were  more 
afraid  of  the  iarbarous  people  among  whom  they  were  now  east,  than  they 
were  of  the  r«m  or  coM;  tliese  barbarians  were  at  the  first  so  far  from 
accommodating  them  with  bundles  of  sticks  to  warm  them,  that  they  let  fly 
other  sorts  otsticlcs  (that  ia  to  say,  arrows)  to  wound  them:  and  the  very 
looks  and  shouts  of  those  grim  salvages,  had  not  much  less  of  terroiir  in 
them,  than  if  they  had  been  ao  many  devils.  It  is  not  long  since  I  com- 
pared this  remove  of  our  fathers  to  that  of  Abraham,  whereas  I  must  now 
add,  that  if  our  father  Abraham,  called  out  of  Ur,  had  been  directed  unto 
the  Desarts  of  Arabia,  instead  of  the  landflotoing  with  milk  and  lumey,  the 
h-ial  of  his  faith  had  been  greater  than  it  was;  but  such  was  the  trial  of  the 
faiiti  in  these  holy  men,  who  followed  the  call  of  God  into  desarts  full  of 
dismal  circumstances.  All  this  they  chearfully  underwent,  in  hope  that 
they  should  settle  the  worship  and  order  of  the  gospel,  and  the  Kingdom 
of  our  Lord  J^us  Chrbt  in  these  regions,  and  that  thus  enlarging  the 
dominion,  they  should  thereby  so  merit  the  protection  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, aa  to  be  never  abandoned  unto  any  further  persecutions,  from  any 
party  of  their  fellow  suiy'ects,  for  their  consciencious  regards  unto  the 
Their  proposal  was, 


§  8,  Finding  at  their  first  arrival,  that  what  other  powers  they  had 
were  made  useless  by  the  undesigned  place  of  their  arrival;  tliey  did,  as 
the  liffht  of  nature  it  self  directed  them,  immediately  in  the  harbour,  sign 
an  instrument,  as  a  foundation  of  their  future  and  needful  gov&mment; 
wherein  declaring  themaelves  the  loyal  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  England, 
they  did  combine  into  a  body  politick,  and  solemnly  engage  submission  and 
obedience  to  the  laws,  ordinances,  acts,  constitaiions  and  officers,  that  from 
time  to  time  should  be  thought  most  convenient  for  the  general  good  of 
the  Colony,  This  was  done  on  Nov.  11th,  1620,  and  they  chose  one  Mr, 
John  Carver,  a  pious  and  prudent  man,  their  Governour. 

Hereupon  they  sent  ashore  to  look  a  convenient  seat  for  their  intended 
habitation:  and  while  the  carpenter  was  fitting  of  their  shallop,  sixteen 
men  tendered  themselves,  to  go,  by  land,  on  the  discovery.  Accordingly 
on  Nov.  16th,  1620,  they  made  a  dangerous  adventure;  following  Ave 
Indians,  whom  they  spied  flying  before  them,  into  the  woods  for  many 
miles;  from  whence,  after  two  or  three  days  ramble,  they  returned  with 
some  ears  of  Indian  Corn,  which  were  an  eslicol  for  their  company ;  but 
with  a  poor  and  small  encouragement,  as  unto  any  scituation.  When  the 
shallop  was  fitted,  about  thirty  more  went  in  it  upon  a  further  discovery; 
who  prospered  little  more,  than  only  to  find  a  little  Indian  Corn,  and 
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bring  to  the  company  some  occasions  of  doulDtful  debate,  whether  they 
should  here  fix  their  stakes.  Yet  these  expeditions  on  discovery  had  this 
one  remarkable  smile  of  Heaven  upon  them;  that  being  made  before  the 
snow  covered  the  ground,  they  met  with  some  Indian  Corn ;  for  which 
'twas  their  purpose  honestly  to  pay  the  natives  on  demand;  and  this  Corn 
served  them  for  seed  in  the  Spring  following,  which  else  they  had  not  been 
seasonably  furnished  withal.  So  that  it  proved,  in  effect,  their  deliver- 
ance from  the  terrihh  famine. 

I  9.  The  month  of  November  being  spent  in  many  supplications  to 
Almighty  God,  and  consultations  one  with  another,  about  the  direction  of 
their  course;  at  last,  on  Dec.  6, 1620,  they  manned  the  shallop  with  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  hands,  and  went  out  upon  a  third  discovery.  So  bitterly 
cold  was  the  season,  that  the  spray  of  the  sea  lighting  on  their  cloaths, 
glazed  them  with  an  immediate  congelation;  yet  they  kept  cruising  about 
the  bay  of  Cape-Cod,  and  that  night  they  got  safe  down  the  bottom  of 
the  bay.  There  they  landed,  and  there  they  tarried  that  night;  and 
unsuccessfnlly  ranging  about  all  the  next  day,  at  night  they  made  a  little 
lairicado  of  boughs  and  logs,  wherein  the  most  weary  slept.  The  next 
morning,  after  prayers,  they  suddenly  were  surrounded  with  a  erue  of 
Indians,  who  let  fly  a  shower  of  arrows  among  them;  whereat  our  dis- 
tressed handful  of  English  happily  recovering  their  arms,  which  they  had 
laid  by  from  the  moisture  of  the  weather,  they  vigorously  discharged  their 
mushets  upon  the  Salvages,  who  astonished  at  the  strange  effects  of  such 
dead-doing  things,  as  powder  and  shot,  fied  apace  into  the  woods;  but  not 
one  of  ours  was  wounded  by  the  Indian  arrows  that  flew  hke  hail  about  their 
ears,  and  pierced  through  sundry  of  their  coats;  for  which  they  returned 
their  solemn  thanks  unto  God  their  Saviour;  and  they  called  the  place 
by  the  name  of,  The  First  Encounter.  I^om  hence  they  coasted  along, 
till  an  horrible  storm  arose,  which  tore  their  vessel  at  such  a  rate,  and  threw 
them  into  the  midst  of  such  dangerous  breakers,  it  was  reckoned  little  short 
of  mirack  that  they  escaped  alive.  In  the  end  they  got  under  the  lee  of 
a  small  Island,  where,  going  ashore,  they  kindled  fires  for  their  succour 
against  the  wet  and  cold;  it  was  the  morning  before  they  found  it  was  an 
Island,  whereupon  they  rendered  their  praises  to  Him  that  "hitherto  had 
helped  them;"  and  the  day  following,  which  was  the  Lord's  day,  the  diffi- 
culties now  upon  them  did  not  hinder  them  fi'om  spending  it  in  the  devout 
and  pious  exercises  of  a  saa-ed  rest.  On  the  next  day  they  sounded  the 
harbour,  and  found  it  fit  for  shipping;  they  visited  the  main  land  also, 
and  found  it  accommodated  with  pleasant  fields  and  brooks;  whereof 
they  carried  an  encouraging  report  unto  their  friends  on  board.  So  they 
resolved  that  they  would  here  pitch  their  tents;  and  sailing  up  to  the  town 
of  Plymouth,  [as  with  an  hopeful  prolepsts,  my  reader  shall  now  call  it; 
for  otherwise,  by  the  Indians  'twas  called  Patuxet;]  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  December  they  began  to  erect  the^rs(  Bouse  that  ever  was  in  that 
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memorable  town ;  an  touse  for  the  general  entertainment  of  tlieir  persoiis 
and  estates:  and  yet  it  was  not  long  before  an  unhappy  accident  burnt 
unto  the  ground  their  house,  wherein  some  of  their  principal  persons  then 
lay  sick;  who  were  forced  nimbly  to  fly  out  of  the  fired  house,  or  else 
they  had  been  blown  up  with  the  powder  then  lodged  there.  After  this, 
they  soon  went  upon  the  building  of  more  httle  cottages;  and  upon  the 
settling  of  good  laws,  for  the  better  governing  of  such  as  were  to  inhabit 
those  cottages.  They  then  resolved,  that  until  they  could  be  further 
strengthened  in  their  settlement,  by  the  authority  of  England,  they  would 
be  governed  by  rulers  chosen  from  among  themselves,  who  were  to  proceed 
according  to  the  laws  of  England,  as  near  as  tbey  could,  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  their  government;  and  such  other  by-laws,  as  by  common  con- 
sent should  be  judged  necessary  for  the  circumstances  of  the  Plantation. 

§  10,  If  the  reader  would  know,  how  these  good  people  fared  the  rest 
of  the  melancholy  winter,  let  him  know,  that  besides  the  exercises  of 
Beligion,  with  other  work  enough,  there  was  the  care  of  the  sick  to  take 
up  no  little  part  of  their  time.  'Twas  a  most  heavy  trial  of  their  patience, 
whereto  they  were  called  the  first  winter  of  this  their  piigrimo^e,  and 
enough  to  convince  them  and  remind  them  that  they  were  but  Pilgrims. 
The  hardships  which  they  encountered,  were  attended  with,  and  product- 
ive of  deadly  sicknesses;  which  in  two  or  three  months  carried  off  more 
than  half  their  company.  They  were  but  meanly  provided  against  these 
unhappy  skhnesses;  but  there  died  sometimes  tvx>,  sometimes  Hiree  m  a 
day,  till  scarce ^^/^  of  them  were  left  alive;  and  of  those  fifty,  sometimes 
there  were  scarce  j^i^e  well  at  a  time  to  look  after  the  sick.  Yet  their  pro- 
found submission  to  the  will  of  God,  their  Christian  readiness  to  help  one 
another,  accompanied  with  a  joyful  assurance  of  another  and  better  world, 
carried  them  chearlully  through  the  sorrows  of  this  mortality:  nor  was 
there  heard  among  them  a  continual  murmur  against  those  who  had  by 
unreasonable  impositions  driven  them  into  all  these  distresses.  (AnA  there 
was  ^is^remarkahle ^providence  further  in  the  circumstances  of  this  mOT■fc[?^^, 
that  if  a  disease  had  not  more  easily  fetcht  so  many  of  this  number  away 
to  Heaven,  &  famine  would  probably  have  destroyed  them  all,  before  their 
expected  supplies  from  England  were  arrived.J  But  what  a  Wonder  was 
it  that  all  the  bloody  salvages  far  and  near  did  not  cut  off  this  liitle  rem- 
nant!  If  he  that  once  muzzled  the  lions  ready  to  devour  the  man  of  desires, 
had  not  admirably,  1  had  almost  said,  tniraculovsly  restrained  them,  the.?e  had 
been  all  devoured!  hut  this  people  of  God  were  come  into  a  wilderness  to 
worship  Him;  and  so  He  kept  their  enemies  from  such  attempts,  as  would 
otherwise  have  soon  annihilated  this  poor  handful  of  men,  thus  far  already 
diminished.  They  saw  no  Indians  all  the  winter  long,  but  such  as  at  the 
first  sight  always  ran  away;  yea,  they  quickly  foiind,  that  God  had  so 
turned  the  hearts  of  these  harbarians,  as  more  to  fear,  than  to  lmi6  his  people 
thus  cast  among  them.     This  blessed  people  was  as  a  little  Jioch  of  kids, 
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while  there  were  many  iiationa  of  Indians  left  still  as  kennels  of  wolves 
in  every  corner  of  the  country.  And  jet  the  littk  fiock  suffered  no  damage 
by  those  rapid  wolves!  We  may  and  should  say,  "This  is  the  Lord's 
doing;  'tis  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

But  among  the  many  causes  to  be  assigned  for  it,  one  was  this.  It  was 
afterwards  by  them  confessed,  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  English  in  these 
parts,  the  Indians  employed  their  sorcerers,  whom  they  call  powaws,  lite 
Balaam,  to  curse  them,  and  let  loose  their  demons  upon  them,  to  shipwreck 
them,  to  distract  them,  to  poison  them,  or  in  any  way  to  ruin  them.  All  the 
noted  powaws  in  the  country  spent  three  days  together  in  diabolical  con- 
jurations^  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  devils  against  the  settlement  of 
these  our  English ;  but  the  devils  at  length  acknowledged  unto  them,  that 
they  could  not  hinder  those  people  from  their  becoming  the  owners  and 
masters  of  the  country;  whereupon  the  Indians  resolved  upon  a  good  cor- 
respondence with  our  newcomers;  and  God  convinced  them  that  there 
was  no  enchantment  or  divination  against  such  a  people, 

§  11.  The  doleful  winter  broke  up  sooner  than  was  usual.  But  our 
crippled  planters  were  not  more  comforted  with  the  early  advance  of  the 
Spring,  than  they  were  surprized  with  the  appearance  of  two  Indians,  who 
in  broken  English  bade  them,  welcome  Englishmen!  It  seems  that  one  of 
these  Indians  had  been  in  the  eastern  parts  of  New-England,  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  English  vessels  that  had  been  ioimevlj  fishing  there; 
but  the  other  of  the  Indians,  and  he  from  whom  they  had  most  of  service, 
was  a  person  provided  by  the  very  singular  providence  of  God  for  that 
service. .  A  most  wicked  ship-master  being  on  this  coast  a  few  years  before, 
had  wickedly  spirited  away  more  than  twenty  Indians;  whom  having 
enticed  them  aboard,  he  presently  stowed  them  under  batches,  and  canied 
them  away  to  the  Streights,  where  he  sold  as  many  of  them  as  he  could 
for  Slayes,  This  avaritious  and  pernicious  felony  laid  the  foundation  of 
grievous  annoyances  to  aU  the  English  endeavours  of  settlements,  espe- 
cially in  the  northern  parts  of  the  land  for  several  years  ensuing.  The 
Indians  would  never /ofjei  ox  forgive  this  injury;  but  when  the  English 
afterwards  came  upon  this  coast,  in  their  fishing-voyages,  they  were  still 
assaulted  in  an  hostile  manner,  to  the  killing  and  wounding  of  many  poor 
men  by  the  angry  natives,  in  revenge  of  the  wrong  that  had  been  done 
them;  and  some  intended  Plantations  here  were  hereby  utterly  nipt  in 
the  bud.  But  our  good  God  bo  ordered  it,  that  one  of  the  stoln  Indians, 
called  Squanto,  had  escaped  out  of  Spain  into  England;  where  he  lived 
with  one  Mr.  Slany,  from  whom  he  had  found  a  way  to  return  into  his 
own  country,  being  brought  back  by  one  Mr.  Dermer,  about  half  a  year 
before  our  honest  Plymotheans  were  cast  upon  this  continent.  This  Indian 
(with  the  other)  having  received  much  kindness  from  the  English,  who  he 
saw  generally  condemned  the  man  that  first  betrayed  him,  now  made  unto 
the  English  a  return  of  that  kindness :  and  being  by  his  acquaintance  with 
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tbe  Engliali  language,  fitted  for  a  conversation  with  them,  lie  very  kindly 
informed  them  what  was  the  present  condition  of  the  Indians;  instrticted 
them  in  the  way  of  ordering  their  Com ;  and  acquainted  them  with  many 
other  things,  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  understand.  But  Squauto 
did  for  them  a  yet  greater  benefit  than  aHihis:  for  he  brought  Massasoit,  the 
chief  Sachim  or  Prince  of  the  Indians  within  many  miles,  with  some  scores 
of  his  attenders,  to  make  our  people  a  kind  visit;  the  issue  of  which  visit 
was,  that  Masaasoit  not  only  entred  into  a  firm  agreement  of  peace  with  the 
English,  but  also  they  declared  and  submitted  thcmselvea  to  be  subjects 
of  the  King  of  England;  into  which  peace  and  svhjeciion  many  other 
Sachims  quickly  after  came,  in  the  most  voluntary  manner  that  could  be 
expressed.  It  seems  this  unlucky  Squanto  having  told  his  countrymen 
how  eaaie  it  was  for  so  great  a  monarch  as  K.  James  to  destroy  them  all, 
if  they  should  hurt  any  of  his  people,  he  went  on  to  terrifie  them  with  a 
ridiculous  rhodomantodo,  which  they  believed,  that  this  people  kept  the 
plague  in  a  cellar  (where  they  kept  their  powder),  and  could  at  their  plea- 
sure let  it  loose  to  make  such  havock  among  them,  as  the  distemper  had 
already  made  among  them  a  few  years  before.  Thus  was  the  tongue  of  a, 
dog  made  useful  to  a  feeble  and  sickly  LaaarusI  Moreover,  our  English 
guns,  especially  the  great  ones,  made  a  formidable  report  among  these 
ignorant  Indians ;  and  the  hopes  of  enjoying  some  defence  by  the  English, 
against  the  potent  nation  of  Narraganset  Indians,  now  at  war  with  these, 
made  them  yet  more  to  court  our  friendship.  This  very  strange  disposi- 
tion of  things,  was  extreamly  advantageous  to  our  distressed  planters :  and 
who  sees  not  herein  the  s^e^ial  providence  of  the  God  who  disposelh  all? 


CONAMUR    TESTES    GRAKDIA;* 

OR,  A  EILffiP  ACCOCST  OP  THE  BIPFICnLTIIS,  THE  DELIVERANCES,  AND  OTHEE 

OCCUEKESCIS,  THEOUGH  WHICH  THE  PLANTATION  OP  NEW-PLYMOUTH 

AUEITED  HNTO  THE  CONSISTENCY  OP  A  COIONT, 

§  1,  Setting  aside  the  just  and  great  grief  of  our  new  planters  for  the 
immature  death  of  their  excellent  governour,  succeeded  by  the  worthy 
Mr.  Bradford,  early  in  the  Spring  after  their  first  arrival,  they  spent  their 
summer  somewhat  comfortably,  trading  with  the  Indians  to  the  northward 
of  their  Plantation;  in  which  trade  they  were  not  a  little  assisted  by 
Squanto,  who  within  a  year  or  two  dyed  among  the  English ;  but  before 

■  We  allempt  great  tMngs  wllh  Blender  resonrceB. 
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his  deatli,  desired  them  to  pray  for  him,  Tftat  lie  might  go  to  ike  English- 
man's  God  in  .Heaven.  And  besides  the  assistance  of  Squanto,  they  had 
also  the  help  of  another  Indian,  called  Hobbamok,  who  continued  faithful 
unto  the  English  interests  as  long  as  he  lived;  though  he  sometimes  went 
in  danger  of  his  life  among  his  countrymen  for  that  fidehty.  So  they 
jogged  on  till  the  day  twelvemonth,  after  their  first  ^rival ;  when  there  now 
arrived  unto  them  a  good  number  more  of  their  old  friends  from  Holland, 
for  the  strengthening  of  their  new  Plantation;  but  inasmuch  as  they 
brought  not  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions  with  them,  they  rather  weah- 
ened  it,  than  strengthened  it. 

If  Peter  Martyr  could  magnifie  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  he  reports, 
They  led  a.miserabk  life  for  three  days  toge&er  with  parched  grain  of  maize 
only,  and  that  not  unto  satiety;  what  shall  I  say  of  our  Englishmen,  who 
would  have  thought  a  little  parched  Indian  Com  a  mighty  feast?  But  they 
wanted  it,  not  only  three  days  together;  no,  for  two  or  three  months 
together,  they  had  no  kind  of  Corn  among  them:  such  was  the  scarcity, 
accompanied  with  the  disproportion  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  provisions. 
However,  Peter  Martyr's  conclusion  may  be  ours:  Widi  their  miseries  this 
people  opened  a  viay  to  those  new  lands,  and  afterwards  oilier  men  came  to 
inhabit  t/iem  with  ease,  in  respect  of  the  calamities  which  those  men  have  suffered. 
They  were  indeed  very  often  upon  the  very  point  of  starving ;  but  in  their 
extremity  the  God  of  Heaven  always  furnished  them  with  some  sudden 
reliefe;  either  by  causing  some  vessels  of  strangers  occasionally  to  look  in 
upon  them,  or  by  putting  them  into  a  way  to  catch  fish  in  some  convenient- 
quantities,  or  by  some  other  surprizing  accidents ;  for  which  they  rendered 
unto  Heaven  the  solemn  thanks  of  their  souls.  They  kept  in  such  good 
working  case,  that  besides  their  progress  in  building,  and  planting,  and 
fishing,  they  formed  a  sort  of  a  fort,  wherein  they  kept  a  nightly  watch 
for  their  security  against  any  treachery  of  the  Indians,  being  thereunto 
awakened  by  an  horrible  massacre,  which  the  Indians  lately  made  upon 
several  hundreds  of  the  English  in  Virginia. 

§  2.  In  one  of  the  first  Summers  after  their  sitting  down  at  Plymouth, 
a  terrible  drought  threatened  the  ruin  of  all  their  summer's  husbandry. 
From  about  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle  of  July,  an  extream  hot 
sun  beat  upon  their  fields,  without  any  rain,  so  that  all  their  corn  began  to 
wither  and  languish,  and  some  of  it  was  irrecoverably  parched  up.  In 
this  distress  they  set  apart  a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer,  to  deprecate  the 
calamity  that  might  bring  them  to  fasting  through  famine ;  in  the  morning 
of  which  day  there  was  no  sign  of  any  r&in;  but  before  the  evening  the 
sky  was  overcast  with  clouds,  which  went  not  away  without  such  easie, 
gentle,  and.  yet  plentiful  showers,  as  revived  a  great  part  of  their  decayed 
corn,  for  a  comfortable  harvest.  The  Indians  themselves  took  notice  of 
this  answer  given  from  heaven  to  the  supplications  of  this  devout  people; 
and  one  of  them  said,  "Now  I  see  that  the  EngliskmarCs  God  ia  a  good 
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God;  for  he  hath  heard  you,  and  sent  you  rain,  and  that  without  such 
tempest  and  thunder  as. we  use  to  have  with  our  rain;  which  after  our 
Powwwing  for  it,  breaks  down  the  corn;  whereas  yonr  com  stands  whole 
and  good  etiU ;  surely,  your  God  ia  a  good  God."  The  harvest  which  God 
thus  gave  to  this  pious  people,  caused  tbem  to  set  apart  another  day  for 
solemn  Thanksgiving  to  the  glorious  Hmrer  of  Prayers! 

%  3.  There  waa  another  most  wonderful  preservation  vouchsiifed  by 
God  Unto  this  httle  knot  of  Christians.  One  Mr.  Weston,  a  merchant  of 
good  note,  interested  at  first  in  the  Plymouth  design,  afterwards  deserted 
it;  and  in  the  year  1622  sent  over  two  ships,  with  about  sixty  men,  to 
begin  a  plantation  in  the  Massachuset-Bay.  These  beginners  being  well 
refreshed  at  Plymouth,  travelled  more  northward  unto  a  place  known 
since  by  the  name  of  Weymouth;  where  theae  Westonians,  who  were 
Church  of  MigkiTidrmen,  did  not  approve  themselvea  like  the  Plymotheans, 
a  pious,  honest,  industrious  people;  but  followed  such  bad  courses,  as  bad 
like  to  have  brought  a  ruin  upon  their  neighbours,  as  well  as  themselves. 
Having  by  their  idleness  brought  themselves  to  penury,  they  stole  corn 
from  the  Indians,  and  many  other  ways  provoked  them;  although  the 
Govemour  of  Plymouth  writ  them  his  very  sharp  disapprobation  of  their 
proceedings.  To  satisfie  the  exasperated  Salvages,  divers  of  the  thieves 
were  stockt  and  whipt,  and  one  of  them  at  last  put  to  death  by  this  mis- 
erable company;  which  did  no  other  service  than  to  afford  an  occasion  for 
a  fable  to  the  rogaish  Hudibras,  for  all  accommodation  was  now  too  late. 
The  Indians  far  and  near  entred  into  a  conspiracy  to  cut  off  these  abusive 
English;  and  lest  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  should  revenge  that 
excision  of  their  countrymen,  they  resolved  upon  the  murtber  of  them  also. 
In  pursuance  of  this  plot.  Captain  Standiah,  the  commander  of  the  militia 
of  Plymouth,  lodging  on  a  night  with  two  or  three  men  in  an  Indian 
house,  the  Indiana  proposed  that  they  might  begin  the  execution  of  their 
malice  by  the  assassination  of  the  Captain,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  fallen 
asleep.  Ilowever,  the  watchful  Providence  of  God  so  ordered  it,  that  the 
Captain  could  not  shffp  all  that  night;  and  so  they  durst  not  meddle  with 
him.  Thus  was  the  beginning  of  the  plot  put  by :  but  the  whole  plot 
came  another  way  to  be  discovered  and  prevented,  Massasoit,  the  ^south- 
ern Sachim,  falling  sick,  the  Governour  of  Plymouth  desired  a  couple  of 
gentlemen,  whereof  one  was  that  good  man,  Mr.  Winslow,  to  visit  this 
poor  Sachim :  whom  after  their  long  journey  they  found  lying  at  the  point 
of  death  with  a  erue  of  hellish  Powaws,  using  their  ineffectual  spells  and 
howls  about  him  to  recover  him.  Upon  the  taking  of  some  English  physick, 
he  presently  revived;  and  thus  regaining  his  lost  health,  the  fees  he  paid 
his  English  doctor  were,  a  confession  of  the  plot  among  several  nations  of  Sie 
Indians,  to  destroy  the  English,  He  said,  that  they  had  in  vain  solicited 
him  to  enter  into  that  bloody  combination;  but  his  advice  was,  that  the 
Governour  of  Plymouth  should  immediately  take  off  the  ^principal  actors 
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in  tliia  "business,  whereupon  the  rest  being  terrifyed,  would  soon  desist. 
There  was  a  concurrence  of  many  things  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this 
information ;  wherefore  Captain  Standish  took  eight  resolute  men  with  him 
to  the  Westonian  Plantation ;  where,  pretending  to  trade  with  the  Indians, 
divers  of  the  conspirators  began  to  treat  him  in  a  manner  yery  insolent. 
The  Captain,  and  his  little  army  of  eight  men,  (reader,  allow  them  for 
their  courage  to  be  called  so,)  with  a  prodigious  resolution,  presently  killed 
some  of  the  chief  among  these  Indians,  while  the  rest,  after  a  short  corn- 
bate,  ran  before  him  as  i&sX  as  their  legs  could  carry  them;  nevertheless, 
in  the  midst  of  the  skirmishes,  an  Indian  youth  ran  to  the  English,  dcf-iring 
to  be  with  them;  and  declaring  that  the  Indians  waited  but  for  their  fin- 
ishing two  canoos,  to  have  surprized  the  ship  in  the  harbour,  and  have 
massacred  all  the  people ;  which  had  been  finished,  if  the  Captain  had  not 
arrived  among  them  just  in  the  ?i*ci  o/'iim^  when  he  did:  and  an  Indian 
spy  detained  at  Plymouth,  when  he  saw  the  Captam  return  from  this 
expedition,  with  the  head  of  a  famous  Indian  in  his  hand,  then  with  a  fallen 
and  frighted"  countenance  acknowledged  the  whole  mischief  intended  by 
the  Indians  against  the  Enghsh,  Eeleasing  this  fellow,  they  sent  him  to 
the  Saehim  of  the  Massachusets,  with  advice  of  what  he  must  look  for,  in 
case  he  committed  any  hostility  upon  the  subjects  of  tlie  King  of  England ; 
whereof  there  was  this  effect,  that  not  only  that  Saehim  hereby  terrified, 
most  humbly  begged  for  peace,  and  pleaded  his  ignorance  of  his  men's 
intentions;  but  the  rest  of  the  Indians,  under  the  same  terror,  withdrew 
themselves  to  live  in  the  unhealthful  swamps,  which  proved  mortal  to 
many  of  them.  One  of  the  Westonians  was  endeavouring  to  carry  unto 
Plymouth  a  report  of  the  straits  and  fears  which  were  come  upon  them, 
and  this  man  losing  his  way,  saved  his  life;  taking  a  wrong  track,  he 
escaped  the  hands  of  the  two  Indians,  who  went  on  hunting  after  him; 
however  e're  he  reached  Plymouth,  caie  had  been  aheady  taken  for  these 
wretched  Westonians  by  the  eaihei  and  fuller  communications  of  Massa- 
soit.  So  was  the  peace  of  Plymouth  preserved,  and  so  the  Westonian 
plantation  broke  up,  went  of^  and  came  to  nothmg;  although  'twas  much 
wished  by  the  holy  Eobinson,  that  some  of  the  poor  heathen  had  been 
converted  before  any  of  them  had  been  slaughtered. 

§  4.  A  certain  gentleman  [if  nothing  m  the  following  story  contradict 
thatnarne\  was  employed  in  obtaining  from  the  Giand  OouncU  of  Ply- 
mouth and  England,  a  Patent  m  the  name  of  these  planters  for  a  con- 
venient quantity  of  the  country,  where  the  providence  of  God  had  now 
disposed  them.  This  man,  spealdng  orie  word  for  ihsm,  spake  two  for  Mm- 
self:  and  surreptitiously  procured  the  patent  in  his  own  name,  reserving 
for  himself  and  his  heirs  an  huge  tract  of  the  land;  and  intending  the 
Plymotheans  to  hold  the  rest  as  tenants  under  him.-  Hereupon  he  took 
on  board  many  passengers  with  their  goods;  hut  having  sailed  no  fiirther 
than  the  Downs,  the  ship  sprang  a  leak;  and  besides  this  disaster,  which 
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alone  was  enough  to  have  stopt  the  voyage,  one  strand  of  their  eahle  was 
accidentally  cut ;  hy  which  meana  it  broke  in  a  stress  of  wind ;  and  they 
were  in  extream  danger  of  heing  wrecked  upon  the  sands.  Having  with 
much  cost  recruited  their  loss,  and  encreased  the  number  of  their  passengers, 
they  put  out  again  to  sea;  but  after  they  had  got  halfway,  one  of  the 
saddest  and  longest  storms  that  had  been  known  since  the  days  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  drove  them  home  to  England  again,  with  a  vessel  well  nigh 
torn  to  pieces,  though  the  lives  of  the  people,  which  were  above  an  hun- 
dred, mercifully  preserved.  This  man,  by  all  his  tumbling  backward  and 
forward,  was  by  this  time  grown  so  sick  of  his  patent,  that  he  vomited  it 
up;  he  assigned  it  over  to  the  company,  but  they  afterwards  obtained 
another,  under  the  umbrage  whereof  they  could  now  more  effectually  carry 
on  the  affairs  of  their  new  colony.  The  passengers  went  over  afterwards 
in  another  vessel ;  and  quickly  after  that  another  vessel  of  passengers  also 
arrived  in  the  cotintry :  namely,  in  the  year  1623,  Among  these  passen- 
gers were  divers  worthy  and  usefid  men,  who  were  come  to  seek  the  welfare 
of  this  litde  Israel;  though  at  their  coming  they  were  as  diversly  affected 
as  the  rebuilders  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem :  some  were  grieved  when 
they  saw  how  had  the  circumstances,  of  their  friends  were,  and  others  were 
glad  that  they  were  no  worse. 

%  5.  The  immature  death  of  Mr.  Eobinson  in  Holland,  with  many  ensu- 
ing disasters,  hindred  a  great  part  of  the  English  congregation  at  Leyden 
from  coming  over  to  the  remnant  here  separated  from  Qm/r  brethren.  Hence 
it  was,  that  although  this  remnant  of  that  church  were  blessed  with  an 
elder  so  apt  to  kach,  that  he  attended  all  the  other  works  of  a  minister; 
yet  they  had  not  a  pastor  to  dispense  the  sacraments  among  them,  till  the 
year  1629,  when  one  Mr,  Ealph  Smith  undertook  the  pastoral  charge  of 
this  holy  flock.  But  long  before  that,  namely,  in  the  year  1624,  the 
adventurers  in  England,  with  whom  this  company  held  a  correspondence, 
did  send  over  unto  them  a  minister,  who  did  them  no  manner  of  good; 
but  by  his  treacherous  and  mischievous  tricks,  at  last  utterly  destroyed 
that  correspondence.  The  first  neat  cattle,  namely,  three  heifers  and  a 
bull,  that  ever  were  brought  into  this  land,  now  coming  with  him,  did  the 
land  certainly  better  service  than  was  ever  done  by  Mm,  who  sufficiently 
forgot  that  scriptural  emblem  of  a  minister,  tlie  ox  treading  out  the  com. 
This  minister  at  his  first  arrival  did  caress  them  with  such  extream  showers 
of  affection  and  humility,  that  they  were  very  much  taken  with  him ; 
nevertheless,  within  a  little  while,  he  used  most  malignant  endeavours  to 
make  factions  among  them,  and  confound  all  their  civil  and  sacred  order. 
At  last  there  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  governour  his  letters  home  to  Eng- 
land, filled  with  wicked  and  lying  accusations  against  the  people ;  of  which 
things  being  shamefully  convicted,  the  authority  sentenced  him  to  be 
expelled  the  Plantation,  only  they  allowed  him  to  stay  six  months,  with 
secret  reservations  and  expectations  to  release  him  from  that  sentence,  if 
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he  approved  himself  sound  in  tTie  rcpcntatice  which  he  now  expressed. 
Repentance,  I  say:  for  he  did  now  publictly  in  the  Church  confess  with 
tears,  that  the  censure  of  the  Church  was  less  than  he  deserved;  he  acknowl- 
edged, "That  he  had  slanderously  abused  the  good  people,  and  that  God 
might  justly  lay  innocent  blood  to  his  charge;  for  he  knew  not  what  hurt 
might  have  come  through  his  writings ;  for  the  interception  whereof  he  now 
blessed  God;  and  that  it  had  been  his  manner  to  pick  up  all  the  evil  that 
was  ever  spoken  against  the  people;  but  he  shut  his  ears  and  eyes  against 
all  the  good;  and  that  if  God  should  make  him  a  vagabond  in  the  earth, 
he  were  just  in  doing  so;  and  that  those  three  things,  pride,  vain-ghry,  and 
self-love,  had  been  the  causes  of  his  miscarriages." — These  things  he  uttered 
BO  pathetically,  that  they  again  permitted  him  to  preach  among  them ;  and 
some  were  so  perswaded  of  his  repentance,  that  they  professed  they  would 
fall  down  on  their  knees,  that  the  censure  passed  on  him  should  be  remitted. 
But,  Oh  the  deceitful  heart  of  man!  After  two  months  time,  he  so  notori- 
ously renewed  the  miscarriages  which  he  had  thus  bewailed,  that  his  own 
wife,  through  her  affliction  of  mind  at  his  hypocrisie,  could  not  forbear 
declaring  her  fears,  that  God  would  bring  some  heavy  judgment  upon 
their  fiimily,  not  only  for  these,  but  some  former  wickednesses  by  him 
committed,  especially  as  to  fearful  breaches  of  the  Seventh  Commandment, 
which  he  had  with  an  oath  denied,  though  they  were  afterwards  evinced. 
"Wherefore  upon  the  whole,  being  banished  from  hence,  because  his  resi- 
dence here  was  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  life  of  thiS  mfant-plantatimi ; 
he  went  into  Virginia,  where  he  shortly  after  ended  his  own  life.  Quickly 
after  these  difficulties,  the  company  of  adventurers  for  the  support  of  this 
Plantation,  became  rather  adversaries  to  it;  or  at  least,  a  Be  you  warmed 
and  filled;  a  few  good  words  were  all  the  help  they  afforded  it ;  (/ie?/ broke 
to  pieces,  but  the  God  of  Heaven  still  supported  it, 

§  6.  After  these  many  difdculties  were  thus  a  little  surmounted,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  prosecuted  their  affairs  at  so  vigorous  and  suc- 
cessful a  rate,  that  they  not  only  fell  into  a  comfortable  way,  both  oi plant- 
ing and  of  trading;  but  also  in  a  few  years  there  was  a  notable  number  of 
towns  to  be  seen  settled  among  them,  and  very  considerable  Churches, 
walking,  so  far  as  they  had  attained,  in  the  faiHi  and  order  of  the  Gospel, 
Their  Churches  flourished  so  considerably,  that  in  the  year  1642,  there 
were  above  a  dozen  ministers,  and  some  of  those  ministers  were  stars  of  the 
first  magnitude,  shining  in  their  several  orbs  among  them.  And  as  they 
proceeded  in  the  evangelical  service  and  worship  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
so  ^ey  prospered  in  their  secular  concernments.  When  they  first  began  to 
divide  their  lands,  they  wisely  contrived  the  division  so,  that  they  might 
keep  close  together  for  their  mutual  defence;  and  then  their  condition  was 
very  lite  that  of  the  Romans  in  the  time  of  Eomulus,  when  every  man 
contented  himself  with  two  acres  of  land;  and,  as  Pliny  tells  us,  "It  was 
thought  a  great  reward  for  one  to  receive  a  pint  of  corn  from  the  people 
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of  Rome,  which  corn  they  also  pounded  in  mortars,"  But  since  then  their 
condition  is  marvellously  altered  and  amended;  great  farms  are  now  seen 
among  the  effects  of  this  good  people's  planting;  and  in  their  ^Ajjt^,  from 
the  catching  of  cod,  and  other  fish  of  less  dimentions,  they  are  since  passed 
on  to  the  catching  of  whales,  whose  oil  is  become  a  staple-commodity  of  the 
country ;  whales,  I  say,  whicli  living  and  moving  islands,  do  now  find  a 
way  to  this  coast,  where,  notwithstanding  the  desperate  hazards  run  by  the 
whale-catchers  in  their  thin  whale-boats,  often  torn  to  pieces  by  the  stroaks 
of  these  enraged  monsters ;  yet  it  has  been  rarely  known  that  any  of  them 
have  miscarried.  And  within  a  few  days  of  my  writing  this  paragraph, 
a  cow  and  a  calf  were  caught  at  Yarmouth  in  this  Colony;  the  cow  was 
fifty-five  foot  long,  the  hone  was  nine  or  ten  foot  wide;  a  cart  upon  wheels 
might  have  gone  in  at  the  mouth  of  it;  the  calf  was  twenty  foot  long,  for 
unto  such  vast  calves  the  sea-monsters  draw  forth  their  breasts.  But  so  does 
the  good  God  here  give  his  people  to  suck  the  abundance  of  the  seas! 

§  7.  If  my  reader  would  have  the  religion  of  these  planters  more  exactly 
described  unto  him — after  I  have  toM  him  that  many  hundreds  of  holy 
souls,  having  been  ripened  for  Heaven  under  the  ordinances  of  God  in  this 
Colony;  and  having  lefl  an  example  of  wonderful  prayerfulness,  watchful- 
ness, thankfulness,  usefulness,  ex^t  conscientiousness,  piety,  charity,  wean- 
ednesa  from  the  things  of  this  world,  and  affection  to  the  things  that  are 
above,  are  now  at  rest  with  the  biased  Jesus,  whose  names,  though  not 
recorded  in  Iti'is  book,  are  yet  entered  in  the  Book  of  life ;  and  I  hope  there 
are  still  many  hundrefls  of  their  children,  even  of  the  third  and  fourth 
generation,  resolving  to  "follow  them  as  they  followed  Christ"— I  must 
refer  him  to  an  account  given  thereof  by  the  right  worshipful  Edward 
Winslow,  Esq.,  who  was  for  some  time  the  Govemour  of  the  Colony.  He 
gives  us  to  understand,  that  they  are  entirely  of  the  same  faith  with  the 
reformed  Churches  in  Europe,  only  in  their  Ohureh-govemment  they  are 
endeavourers  after  a  reformation  mare  thorough  than  what  is  in  many  of 
them;  yet  without  any  uncharitable  separation  from  them.  He  gives 
instances  of  their  admitting  to  communion  among  them  the  communicants 
of  the  French,  the  Dutch,  the  Scotch  Churches,  merely  by  virtue  of  their 
being  so ;  and  says,  "  We  ever  placed  a  large  difierence  between  those  that 
grounded  their  practice  on  the  Word  of  God,  though  differing  from  ua  in  the 
exposition  and  understanding  of  it,  and  those  that  hated  such  reformers 
and  reformation,  and  went  on  in  anti-ohristian  opposition  to  it,  and  persecu- 
tion of  it;"  after  which,  he  adds,  "  "Tis  true,  we  profess  and  desire  to  practice 
a  separation  from  the  world,  and  the  works  of  the  world;  and  as  the 
Churches  of  Christ  are  all  saints  hy  calling,  so  we  desire  to  see  the  Grace  of 
God  shining  forth  (at  least  seemingly,  leaving  secret  things  to  God)  in  all 
W6  admit  into  Church  fellowship  with  us,  and  to  keep  off  such  as  openly 
wallow  in  the  mire  of  their  sins,  that  neither  the  holy  things  of  God,  nor 
the  communion  of  saints,  may  be  leavened  or  polluted  thereby.     And  if 
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any  joining  to  us  formerly,  either  when  we  lived  at  Leyden  in  Holland, 
or  since  we  came  to  New-England,  have  with  the  manifestation  of  their 
faith,  and  profession  of  holiness,  held  forth  therewith  separation  from  the 
Church  of  England ;  I  have  divers  times,  both  in  the  one  place,  and  in  the 
other,  heard  either  Mr.  Eobinson  our  pastor,  or  Mr.  Brewster  our  elder, 
stop  them  forthwith,  shewing  them  that  we  required  no  such  thing  at  their 
hands;  but  only  to  hold  forth  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  holiness  in  the  fear  of 
God,  and  submission  to  every  ordinance  and  appointment  of  God." — Thus 
he.  It  is  true  there  have  been  some  varieties  among  this  people,  but  still 
I  suppose  the  hody  of  them  do  with  integrity  espouse  and  maintain  the 
principles  upon  which  they  were  first  established ;  however,  I  must,  without 
fear  of  offending,  express  mjfear,  that  the  leauen  of  that  rigid  thing  they 
call  Brownism,  has  prevailed  sometimes  a  little  of  the  furthest  in  the 
administrations  of  this  pious  people.  Yea,  there  was  an  hour  of  temptation, 
ivherein  the  fondness  of  the  people  for  the  prophecyings  of  Hie  brethren,  as 
they  called  those  exercises;  that  is  to  say,  the  preachments  of  those  whom 
they  called  gijied  hretkren,  produced  those  dicouragemcnta  unto  their  minis- 
ters, that  almost  all  the  ministers  left  the  Colony ;  apprehending  themselves 
driven  away  by  the  insupportable  neglect  and  contempt  with  which  the 
people  on  this  occision  tieated  them  And  this  dark  hour  nfeclipse,  upon 
the  lij}ht  of  the  Gospel,  m  the  churches  of  the  Colony,  continued  until  their 
humiliation  and  refoimation  before  ih.&  great  Sliepherd  of  ths  sheep,  who  hath 
since  then  blessed  them  ivith  a  succession  of  as  worthy  ministers  as  most 
in  the  land  Moreover,  there  has  been  among  them  one  Church  that  have 
guestiffned  and  omitted  the  use  of  infant-baptism,;  nevertheless,  there  being 
many  good  men  among  those  that  have  been  of  this  perswasion,  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have  h^&n  pei  ■"'i  ufed  with  any  harder  means  than  those  of 
kind  'onferenres  to  reclaim  them  There  have  been  also  some  unhappy 
sectaries,  viz:  Quakers  and  Seekers,  and  other  such  Energumens,*  [pardon 
me,  reader,  that  I  have  thought  them  so]  which  have  given  uggly  disturb- 
ances to  these  good-spirited  men  in  their  temple-work;  but  they  have  not 
prevailed  unto  the  subversion  of  the_^rsi  interest. 

Some  little  controversies  likewise  have  now  and  then  arisen  among  them 
in  the  administration  of  their  discipline;  but  Synods  then  regularly  called, 
have  usually  and  presently  put  into  joint  all  that  was  apprehended  out. 
Their  chief  hazard  and  symptom  of  degeneracy,  is  in  the  verification  of 
that  old  observation,  Eeligio  peperit  Dtvitias,  et  Jilia  devoravit  matrem: 
"  Beligion  brought  forth  Prosperity,  and  the  daughter  destroyed  the  mother.'''' 
The  one  would  expect,  that  as  they  grew  in  their  estates,  they  would  grow 
in  the  payment  of  their  quit-rents  unto  the  God  who  gives  them  power  to  get 
wealth,  by  more  liberally  supporting  his  ministers  and  ordinances  among 
them;  the  most  likely  way  to  save  them  from  the  most  miserable  apostacy; 
the  neglect  whereof  in  some  former  years,  began  for  a  while  to  be  pun- 
*  VielLms  of  demoniacal  posaesfion. 
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isheil  with  a  sore  famine  of  the  Word;  nevertheless,  there  is  danger  lest 
the  enchantinefnts  of  this  world  make  them  to  forget  their  en-and  into  the 
wilderness:  and  some  woful  villages  in  the  skirts  of  the  Colony,  beginning 
to  live  without  the  means  of  grace  among  them,  are  still  more  ominous 
intimations  of  the  danger.  May  the  Gx>d  of  New-England  preserve  theoi 
from  BO  great  a  death ! 

§  8,  Going  now  to  take  my  leave  of  this  little  Colony,  that  I  may  con- 
verse for  a- while  with  her  younger  sisters,  which  yet  have  outatript  her  in 
growth  exceedingly,  and  so  will  nowdraw  all  the  streams  of  her  affairs 
into  their  channels,  I  shall  repeat  the  counsel  which  their  fiiithful  Eobin- 
son  gave  the  first  planters  of  the  Colony,  at  their  parting  from  him  in 
Holland,     Said  he,  [to  this  purpose,] 

"Brbtkben:  We  ore  now  quickly  to  part  from  one  another;  and  wiietlicr  I  may  ever  live  to 
Hee  your  faces  on  earth  any  more,  the  God  of  Heaven  only  knows.  But  whether  the  Lord 
have  Eppointed  (Aai  or  no,  I  charge  you  before  God,  and  before  hia  blessed  angels,  that  you 
foUim  me  no  fui'tlier  Umn  you  have  seen  mefoU<m>  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  If  God  reveal  any  thing  to  yon  by  any  other  insframent  of  Ms,  be  aa  ready  to  receive 
it,  as  ever  you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  ministry;  for  I  am  verily  perawaded,  I  am 
very  confident  the  Lord  hath  more  irvlk  yet  to  brealt  forth  out  of  his  holy  Word.  For  my 
part,  1  cannot  sufBciently  bowail  the  condition  of  the  reformed  Churches,  who  are  come  to 
a  period  in  religion;  and  will  go  at  present  no  furHier  than  the  instruments  of  Uieir  iii'at 
Eefonnation.  The  Lutherans  cannot  he  drawn  to  go  beyond  what  Luther  saw;  whatever 
part  of  hia  will  our  good  God  has  impailed  and  revealed  unto  Calvin,  they  will  rather  die 
than  embrace  it  And  the  Calvinista,  you  see,  stick  fast  where  they  wei'e  left  by  (hat  great 
man  of  God,  who  yet  $aie  not  all  Ihings. 

"This  is  a  misery  much  to  be  lamented;  for  though  they  were  'burning  and  shining  lights' 
in  their  times,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  'whole  counsel  of  God;'  but  were  they  now 
Kving,  they  would  be  as  willing  to  embrace  further  light,  as  that  which  they^rs!  reeeivcd. 
I  beseech  you  to  remember  it ;  it  is  an  ardclo  of  your  Church-covenant,  'That  you  will  be 
ready  to  receive  whatever  truth  shall  be  made  known  unto  you  from  the  written  Word  of 
God.'  Remember  ihiA,  snd  every  other  article  of  your  most  sacred  covenant.  But  I  must 
herewithal  exhort  yon  to  take  heed  what  yon  receive  as  truth;  ejiaraine  it,  consider  it,  com- 
pare it  wiHi  the  other  Soiiptures  of  truth,  before  you  do  receive  it.  For  at  is  not  possible 
the  Christian  world  should  come  so  lately  out  of  such  thick  anti-ehristian  darkness,  and  that 
perfedhn  nf  knowledge  should  break  forth  at  once.  I  must  also  advise  you  to  abandon,  avoid 
aiid  shake  off  the  name  of  Brownist;  it  is  a  mere  nick-name,  and  a  brand  for  the  making  of 
Religion,  and  the  professors  of  religion,  odious  unto  the  Christian  world.  Unto  this  end,  I 
should  be  extreamly  glad,  if  some  godly  minister  would  go  with  you,  or  come  to  you,  before 
you  can  have  any  company.  For  there  will  be  no  difference  between  the  imconformiAJe 
ministers  of  England  and  yon,  when  you  come  to  the  practice  of  evangelical  ordinances  out 
of  the  kingdom.  And  I  would  wish  you  by  all  means  to  close  with  the  godly  people  of 
England;  study  urmrt  with  them  in  all  things,  wherein  you  can  have  it  without  sin,  rather 
than  in  the  leaat  measm^e  to  alfeot  a  division  or  separation  from  Uiem.  Neither  would  I 
have  you  loth  to  take  another  pastor  besides  my  self;  in  as  ranch  aa  a  flock  that  hath  two 
shepherds  is  not  thereby  endangered,  but  secured." 

So  adding  some  other  things  of  great  consequence,  he  concluded  most 
affectionately,  commending  his  departing  flock  unto  the  grace  of  God, 
■rhich  now  I  also  do  the  offepring  of  that  holy  ilock. 
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CHAPTSH   IT. 

PAUIO  MAJORAi*  OR,  THE  ESSAYS  AMD  CAUSES 

■ffHICH  PKOBUCED  THJl  SECOUD,  BliT  LAEGESI  COIOKT  OF  SEW-ENGLASD;  AKD  IHB  MAJJHER 
WUEREIN  THE  JDIST  CHUKCH  OP  THIS  JiEff  COIOaY  WAS  GATHEKED. 

§  1.  Words  full  of  emphasis,  are  those  which  my  reader  may  find  writ- 
ten by  a  learned  and  pious  minister  of  the  Church  of  England ;  and  I  hope 
I  may  without  offence  tender  to  the  reader  the  words  of  such  an  author, 

"  Some  nmong  lis  (writes  he)  ave  angry  with.  Calvin  for  ciiUing  humane  rites,  idlerabiks 
Ineptias  ;t  tliey  will  not  at  the  great  day  be  such  unto  the  rigorous  imposera,  who  made  them 
the  terms  of  communion.  How  will  yon  at  that  day  lift  up  yonr  faeea  before  your  Master 
and  your  Judge,  when  he  shall  demand  of  you, 'what  is  become  of  those  his  lambs  which 
you  drove  into  the  wilderness  by  needless  impoatiouBl'" 

The  story  of  the  folka  thus  "driven  into  the  wilderness"  has  hegun  to 
be  related:  and  we  would  relate  it  without  all  intemperate  expressions  of 
our  anger  against  onr  drivers,  before  whom  the  people  must  needs  go,  as 
they  did :  it  becomes  not  an  historian,  and  it  less  becomes  a  Christian,  to  be 
passionate.  Nevertheless,  poein/  may  dare  to  do  something  at  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  which  drove  those  drivers;  and  with  a  few  lines  fetched  from 
the  most  famous  epic  pOem:[:  of  Dr.  Blackmore,  we  will  describe  the  fury. 


The  bloodiest  Ministi 


Wbich  did  aU  hell  wllh  her  dire  lai>ke  uffi'igbt. 


Hugfl  hnlf-gurged  anabos 


erleBnsh 


rshiuig. 


Dlslended  Tnslly  by  a  inigbty  flooi 
Of  Blaugblei''d  saista'  und  CDnelu 
A  IDonaler  BO  deformed,  bq  fierce  ( 


Evvy,  and  Kale,  and  Malice  blnsh'd  to  eee 
ThemBStveB  cclipaei  bj  enob  detbnnlly. 
Her  feoverieh  heat  drinha  down  a  sen  of  blaodj 
Not  oflbe  impiaiia,h\iithGJU3taadg0od: 


ienlli'3  doi*  c 
Her  teeth  and  ct^wB  were  itou,  and  her  breatli, 
Like  BubteiToneBD  damps,  ^re  present  death. 
Flames,  norss  Ibim  bell's,  abot  froni  her  bliwdy  ujes, 
And  "I'ire!  andaword!"  elerdally  She  cries. 
No  cerlf^n  ahape^  no  feature  re^Iiu', 
Ko  llmba  diaEtuct  Lu  tb'  odious  flend  appear. 
Her  squalid,  bloated  boliy  did  arise. 
Swells  wIUl  black  gore,  to  a  prodigious  size : 

It  was  Peesecution;  3.  fury  which  we  consider  not  as  possessing  the 
Church  of  England,  bat  as  inspiring  a  party  which  have  unjustly  chal- 
lenged the  name  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  which,  whenever  the 
Church  of  England  shall  any  more  encourage,  her  fall  will  become  lilce 
that  of  the  house  which  our  Saviour  saw  built  upon  the  sand. 

§  2.  There  were  more  than  a  few  attempts  of  the  English  to  people  and 
improve  the  parts  of  New-England  which  were  to  the  northward  of  New- 
Plymouth;  but  the  designs  of  those  attempts  being  aimed  no  higher  than 


+  Haiinlesa  ijimoineriea. 


itopo^ng.— ViHi 
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the  advancement  of  some  worldly  interests,  a  constant  series  of  disasters  bas' 
confounded  tiem,  until  tliere  was  a  plantation  erected  upon  the  nobler 
designs  of  Christianity;  and  that  plantation,  though  it  has  had  more 
adversaries  than  perhaps  any  one  upon  earth;  yet,  "having  obtained  help 
fi-om  God,  it  continues  to  this  day,"  There  have  been  very  fine  settle- 
ments in  the  north-east  regions;  but  what  is  become  of  them?  I  have 
heard  that  one  of  our  ministers  once  preaching  to  a  congregation  there, 
urged  them  to  approve  themselves  a  religious  people  from  this  considera- 
tion, "that  otherwise  they  would  contradict  the  main  end  of  planting  this 
wilderness;"  whereupon  a  well-known  person,  then  in  the  assembly,  cryed 
out,  "Sir.  you  are  mistaken:  you  think  you  are  preaching  to  the  people 
nt  the  Bay;  our  main  end  was  to  catch  fish."  Truly  'twere  to  have  been 
■wished,  that  something  more  excellent  had  been  the  main  end  of  the  set- 
tlementa  in  that  brave  country,  which  we  have,  even  long  since  the  arrival 
of  that  more,  pious  colony  at  the  Bay,  now  seen  dreadfully  unsettled,  no 
less  than  twice  at  least,  by  the  sword  of  the  heathen,  after  they  had  been 
replenished  with  many  hundreds  of  people,  who  had  thriven  to  many 
thousands  of  pounds ;  and  had  all  the  force  of  the  Bay,  too,  to  assist  them 
in  the  maintaining  of  their  settlements.  But  the  same  or  the  hke  inau- 
spicious things  attended  many  other  endeavours  to  make  plantations  upon 
such  a  main  end  in  several  other  parts  of  our  country,  before  the  arrival 
of  those  by  whom  the  Massachuset  colony  was  at  last  formed  upon  more 
glorious  aims;  all  proving,  like  the  habitations  of  the/oo?wA,  "cursed  before 
they  had  taken  root."  Of  all  which  catastrophes,  I  suppose  none  was  more 
sudden  than  that  of  Monsieur  Finch,  whom  in  a  ship  from  France,  trucks 
ing  with  the  Massachuset-Natives;  those  bloody  salvages,  coming  on  board 
without  any  other  arms,  but  hnives  concealed  under  flaps,  immediately 
butchered  with  aU  his  men,  and  set  the  ship  on  fire.  Yea,  so  many  fatal- 
ities attended  the  adventurers  in  their  essays,  that  they  began  to  suspect 
that  the  Indian  sorcerers  had  laid  the  place  under  some  fascination;  and 
that  the  English  could  not  prosper  upon  such  enchanted  ground,  so  that 
they  were  almost  afraid  of  adventuring  any  more. 

§  3.  Several  persons  in  the  west  of  England,  having  by  fishing-voyages 
to  Cape  Ann,  the  northern  promontory  of  the  Massachuset-Bay,  obtained 
some  acquaintance  with  those  parts ;  the  news  of  the  good  progress  made 
in  the  new  plantation  of  Plymouth,  inspired  the  renowned  Mr.  White, 
minister  of  Dorchester,  to  prosecute  the  settlement  of  such  another  plant- 
ation here  for  the  propagation  of  religion.  This  good  man  engaged  several 
gentlemen  about  the  year  1624,  in  this  noble  design;  and  they  employed 
a  most  religious,  prudent,  worthy  gentleman,  one  Mr.  Roger  Conant,  in 
the  government  of  the  plaee,  and  of  their  affairs  upon  the  place;  but 
through  many  discouragements,  the  design  for  a  while  almost  fell  unto  the 
ground.  That  great  man,  greatly  grieved  hereat,  wrote  over  to  this  Mr. 
Roger  Conant,  that  if  he  and  three  honest  men  more  would  yet  stay  upon 
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the  spot,  lie  would  procure  B,patent  for  them,  and  send  them  over  frievids, 
goods,  provisions,  and  what  was  necessary  to  assist  their  undertakings, 
Mr.  Oonant^  then  looking  out  a  scituation  more  commodious  for  a  iovm, 
gave  his  three  disheartened  companions  to  understand,  that  he  did  believe 
God  would  make  this  land  a  receptacle  for  his  people;  and  that  if  they 
should  leave  him,  yet  he  would  not  stir;  for  he  was  confident  he  should 
not  long  want  company ;  which  confidence  of  his  caused  them  to  abandon 
the  thoughts  of  leaving  him.  Well,  it  was  not  long  hefore  the  Council 
of  Plymouth  in  England  had,  by  a  deed  bearing  date  March  19,  1627, 
sold  unto  some  knights  and  gentlemen  about  Dorchester,  viz:  Sir  Henry 
Eowael,  Sir  John  Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphrey,  John  Endi- 
cott,  and  Simon  Whetcomb,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,-  and  their  associ- 
ates for  ever,  that  part  of  New- England  which  lyes  between  a  great  river 
called  Merrimack,  and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles'  Eiver,  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Massaehuaet-Bay.  But  shortly  after  this,  Mr,  White 
brought  the  aforesaid  honourable  persons  into  an  acquaintance  with  several 
other  persons  of  quality  about  London;  as,  namely,  Sir  Eiohard  Salton- 
stall,  Isaac  Johnson,  Samuel  Adderly,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Oradock, 
George  Harwood,  Increase  Nowel,  Richard  Perry,  Eichard  Bellingham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vassal,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goff,  Thomas 
Adams,  John  Brown,  Samuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutchings,  William  Vassal, 
William  Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcraft.  These  persons  being  associated 
unto  the  former,  and  having  bought  of  them  all  their  interest  in  New- 
England  aforesaid,  now  consulted  about  settling  1:1  plantation  in  that  coun- 
try, whither  such  as  were  then  called  Non-conformists  might,  with  the  grace 
and  leave  of  the  King,  make  a  peaceable  secession,  and  enjoy  the  liberty 
and  the  exercise  of  their  own  perswasions  about  the  worship  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  Whereupon  petitioning  the  King  to  confirm  what  they  had 
thus  purchased  with  a  new  patent,  he  granted  them  one,  bearing  date  from 
the  year  1628,  which  gave  them  a  right  unto  the  soil,  holding  their  titles 
of  lands,  as  of  the  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent,  and  in  common 
soccage.  By  this  Charter  they  were  empowered  yearly  to  elect  their  own 
governour,  deputy-governour  and  magistrates;  as  also  to  make  such  Jaws 
as  they  should  think  suitable  for  the  plantation :  but  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  dependance  upon  England,  they  might  not  make  any  laws  repug- 
nant unto  those  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  oar  of  gold 
or  silver  found  in  the  territory,  belonged  unto  the  crown.  So,  soon  after 
Mr.  Cradock  being  by  the  company  chosen  governour,  they  sent  over  Mr. 
Endicott  in  the  year  1628,  to  carry  on  the  plantation,  which  the  Dorches- 
ter-agents had  lookt  out  for  them,  which  was  at  a  place  called  Nahumkeick. 
Of  which  place  I  have  somewhere  met  with  an  odd  observation,  that  the 
name  of  it  was  rather  Hebrew  than  Indian ;  for  n]nj,  Nalmm,  signifi^ 
comfort,  and  pin,  Kdk,  signifies  an  haven ;  and  our  English  not  only  found 
it  an  Haven  of  Comfort,  but  happened  also  to  put  an  Hebrew  name  upon 
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it;  for  they  called  it  Salem,  for  ihe peace Y/hich.  they  had  and  lioped  in  it; 
and  so  it  is  called  unto  this  day. 

§  4.  An  entrance  heing  thus  made  upon  the  design  of  planting  a  coun- 
try of  English  and  Reformed  Churches ;  they  that  were  concerned  for  the 
plantation,  made  their  application  to  two  non-formists  ministers,  that  they 
would  go  over  to  serve  the  Oaitse  of  God  and  of  Religicn  in  the  beginning 
of  those  Churches.  The  one  of  these  was  Mr,  Higginson,  a  minister  in 
Leicestershire,  silenced  for  his  non-conformity ;  the  other  was  Mr,  Skelton, 
a  minister  of  Lincolnshire,  suffering  also  for  his  non-conformity ;  both  of 
which  were  men  eminent  for  learning  and  virtue,  and  who,  thus  driven  out 
of  their  native  country,  sought  their  graves  on  the  American-Strand, 
whereon  the  Epitaph  might  he  inscribed  that  was  on  Scipio'a:  Ingrata 
Patria,  ne  Morttui  quidem  kcAebis  Ossa.*  These  ministers  came  over  to  Salem 
in  the  summer  of  the  year  1629,  and  with  these  there  came  over  a  consider- 
able number  of  excellent  Christians,  who  no  sooner  arrived,  but  they  set 
themselves  about  the  Church-work,  which  was  their  errand  hither. 

'Tis  true,  there  were  two  other  Clergy-men,  who  came  over  about  the 
same  time;  nevertheless,  there  has  been  very  little  account  given  of  their 
circumstances ;  except  what  a  certain  little  Narrative- writer  has  offered  us, 
by  saying,  "there  were  two  that  began  to  hew  stones  in  the  mountains,  for 
the  building  of  the  temple  here ;  but  when  they  saw  all  sorts  of  stones 
would  not  fit  in  the  building,  the  one  betook  himself  to  the  seas  again  and 
the  other  to  till  the  land;"  for  which  cause,  burying  all  further  mention 
of  them  among  the  rubbish,  in  the  fowndation  of  the  Colony,  we  will  pro- 
ceed with  OUT  story ;  which  is  now  to  tell  ns,  that  the  passage  of  these  our 
pilgrims  was  attended  with  many  smiles  of  Heaven  upon  them.  They  were 
blessed  with  a  company  of  honest  seamen;  with  whom  the  ministers  and 
passengers  constantly  served  God,  morning  and  evening;  reading,  ex- 
pounding and  applying  the  word  of  God,  singing  of  his  praise,  and  S' 
of  his  peace;  to  which  exercises  they  added  on, the  Lord's  day  two  si 
and  a  catechising:  and  sometimes  they  set  apart  an  whole  day  for  fasting 
and  prayer,  to  obtain  from  Heaven  a  good  success  in  their  voyage,  espe- 
cially when  the  weather  was  much  against  them,  whereto  they  had  very 
remarkable  answers;  but  the  seamen  said,  "that  they  believed  these  were 
the  first  sea-fasts  that  ever  were  kept  in  the  world."  At  length,  Per  varies 
Casm,  per  Tot  IHscrimina  .fficrwm,f  they  landed  at  the  haven  of  rest  pro- 
vided for  them. 

§  5.  The  persecuted  servants  of  G-od,  under  the  English  Hierarchy,  had 
been  in  a  sea  of  ice  mingled  wiikfre;  though  the  fire  scalded  them,  yet  such 
cakes  of  ice  were  over  their  heads,  that  there  was  no  getting  out;  but  the 
ice  was  now  broken,  by  the  American  offers  of  a  retreat  for  the  pure  wor- 
shippers of  the  Lord  into  a  wilderness. 
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The  report  of  the  charter  graated  unto  the  governour  and  company  of  the 
Massachuset-Bay,  and  the  entertainment  and  encouragement  which  planters 
began  to  find  in  that  Bay,  came  with  a—Patrias  age,  desere  iSedes^*  and 
caused  many  very  deserving  persons  to  transplant  themselves  and  their 
families  into  New-England.  Gentlemen  of  ancient  and  worshipful  families, 
and  ministera  of  the  gospel,  then  of  great  fame  at  home,  and  merchants, 
husbandmen,  artiflcera,  to  the  number  of  some  thousands,  did  for  twelve 
years  together  carry  on  this  transplantation.  It  was  indeed  a  hanisjiment 
rather  than  a  removal^  which  was  undergone  by  this  glorious  generation, 
and  you  may  be  sure  sufficiently  afflictive  to  men  of  estate,  breeding  and 
conversation.  As  the  hazard  which  they  ran  in  this  undertaking  was  of 
Bucli  extraordinariness,  that  nothing  less  than  a  strange  and  strong  impression 
from  Heaven  could  have  thereunto  moved  the  hearts  of  such  as  were  in 
it:  so  the  expense  with  which  they  carried  on  the  undertaking  was  truly 
extraordinary.  By  computation,  the  passage  of  the  persons  that  peopled 
New-England,  cost  at  least  ninety- five  thousand  pound ;  the  transportation 
of  their  first  small  stock  of  cattle,  great  and  small,  cost  no  less  than  twelve 
thousand  pound,  besides  the  price  of  the  cattle  themselves ;  the  provisions 
laid  in  for  subsistence,  till  tillage  might  produce  more,  cost  forty-five  thou- 
sand pounds;  the  materials  for  their  first  cottages  cost  eighteen  thousand 
pounds;  their  arms,  ammunition  and  great  artillery,  cost  twenty -two  thou- 
sand pounds;  besides  which  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  pounds, 
the  adventurers  laid  out  in  England  what  was  not  inconsiderable.  About 
an  hundred  and  ninety-eight  ships  were  employed  in  passing  the  perils  of 
the  seas,  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  renowned  settlement;  whereof,  by 
the  way,  but  one  miscarried  in  those  perils. 

Briefly,  the  God  of  Heaven  served  as  it  were  a  summons  upon  the  spirits 
of  his  people  in  the  English  nation;  stirring  up  the  spirits  of  thousands 
which  never  saw  the /aces  of  each  other,  with  a  most  unanimous  inclination 
to  leave  all  the  pleasant  accommodations  of  their  native  country,  and  go  over 
a  terrible  ocean,  into  a  more  terrible  desert,  for  the  pure  enjoyment  of  all  his 
ordinances.  It  is  now  reasonable  that  before  we  pass  any  further,  the  feasfms 
of  this  undertaking  should  be  more  exactly  made  known  unto  posterity, 
especially  unto  the  posterity  of  those  that  were  the  undertakers,  lest  they 
come  at  length  to  forget  and  neglect  the  true  interest  of  New-England. 
Wherefore  I  shall  now  transcribe  some  of  them  from  a  manuscript,  wherein 
they  were  then  tendred  unto  consideration. 

GENERAL  COIVSIDERATIOlfS   FOR  THE   PLAMTATIOff  OF  HEW-E JCLAJTD. 

"First,  It  will  be  !i  service  unto  the  Church,  of  great  conseqnenee,  to  carry  the  Gospel 
into  those  parts  of  the  world,  and  rdse  a  bulvxtrk  against  the  kingdom  of  anti-ehrist,  which 
the  Jesuiles  labour  to  rear  up  in  all  parte  of  the  world, 

"  Secandh/,  All  other  Churches  of  Enrope  have  been  brought  under  desolaihnsi  and  it  may 
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be  feared  that  the  like  judgments  are  coming  upon  us;  and  who  knows  hut  God  hath  provided 
this  piajM  to  be  a  refuge  for  many,  whom  he  in«ana  to  save  out  of  the  General  Destnictiiiii. 

"  Thirdly,  The  land  grows  weary  of  her  inhabitants,  insomuch  that  man,  whieh  is  the 
must  precious  of  all  creatures,  is  here  more  vile  and  base  tiian  the  eaith  he  treads  upon: 
children,  neighbours  and  friends,  especially  the  ftior,  are  counted  the  great^t  brndeiis,  wiiivh 
if  thingi  were  liglit  would  be  tlie  chiefest  earthly  blessings, 

"  Fimrthly,  We  are  grown  to  that  intemperance  in  all  excess  of  riot,  as  no  mean  est  .te 
almost  will  suffice  a  man  to  keep  sail  with  hb  equals,  and  lie  that  tails  in  it,  must  live  in 
scorn  and  contempt:  hence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  all  arU  and  trades  are  carried  in  that  dectil- 
ful  manner,  and  unrighteous  course,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  good,  upright  man  to 
minntain  his  constant  charge',  and  live  coinfoi'tably  in  them. 

'^Fifthly,  The  schools  of  learning  and  reli^on  are  so  corrupted,  as  (besides  the  unsup- 
portable  charge  of  education)  most  children,  even  tlie  best,  wittiest,  and  of  the  fiureat  hopes, 
are  perverted,  corrupted,  and  utterly  overthrown,  by  the  multitude  of  evil  examples  luid 
licentious  behaviours  in  these  seminaries. 

"  Sixthly,  The  wkok  earth  is  the  Lord's  garden,  and  he  hath  ^ven  it  to  the  sons  of  Adam, 
to  be  tilled  and  unproved  by  them:  why  then  should  we  stand  starving  here  for  places  of 
habitation,  and  in  the  mean  time  suffer  whole  countries,  as  profitable  .for  the  use  of  man,  to 
lye  waste  without  any  improvements 

"  Seventhly,  What  can  be  a  better  oi"  nobler  work,  and  more  worthy  of  a  Christian,  than 
to  erect  and  support  a  reformed  particnlar  Church  in  its  infancy,  and  unite  our  forces  with 
such  a  company  of  fiiitbful  people,  as  by  a  timely  assistance  may  grow  stronger  and  pros- 
per; but  for  want  of  it,  may  be  put  to  great  hazards,  if  not  be  wholly  niinedT 

"  EighMy,  If  any  such  aa  are  known  to  be  godly,  and  live  in  wealfli  and  prosperity  here, 
shall  forsake  all  this  to  join  with  this  reformed  church,  and  with  it  ran  the  hazard  of  an  hard 
and  mean  condition,  it  will  be  an  example  of  great  use,  both  for  the  removing  of  scandal, 
and  to  give  more  life  unto  the/ot'rft  of  God's  people  in  their  prayers  for  the  plantation,  and 
also  to  encourage  others  to  join  tlic  more  willingly  in  it" 

§  6.  Mr.  Higginson,  and  Mr.  Skelton,  and  other  good  people  that  arrived 
at  Salem,  in  the  year  1629,  resolved,  like  their  father  Abraham,  to  begin 
their  plantation  with  "calling  on  the  nanie  of  the  Lord."  The  great  Mr. 
Hildersham  had  advised  our  first  planters  to  agree  fUlly  upon  their  form 
of  church  govemnient,  before  their  coming  into  Kew-England;  but  they 
had  indeed  agreed  little  further  than  in  this  general  principle,  "that  the 
reformation  of  the  church  waa  to  be  endeavoured  according  to  the  written 
word  of  God."  Accordingly  ours,  now  arrived  at  Salem,  consulted  with 
their  brethren  at  Plymouth,  what  steps  to  take  for  the  more  exact  acquaint- 
ing of  themselves  tvith,  and  conforming  themselves  to,  that  written  word; 
and  the  Plymotheans,  to  their  great  satisfaction,  laid  before  them  what 
warrant,  they  judged,  that  they  had  in  the  laws  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
for  every  particular  in  their  Church-order. 

Whereupon  having  the  concurrence  and  countenance  of  their  deputy- 
governour,  the  worshipful  John  Endicott,  Esq.,  and  the  approving  pres- 
ence of  the  messengers  from  the  church  of  Plymouth,  they  set  apart  the 
sixth  day  of  August,  after  their  arrival,  for  fasting  and  prayer,  for  the  set- 
tling of  a  Church  State  among  them,  and  for  their  making  a  Gonfession  of 
their  Faith,  and  entering  into  an  holy  Covenant^  whereby  that  Ohuich  State 
was  formed. 
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Mr.  Higginson  tlien  became  the  teacher,  and  Mr.  Skelton  the  pastor,  of 
the  church  thua  constituted  at  Salem;  and  they  lived  ystj peaeeably  ia 
Salem  together,  till  the  death  of  Mr,  Higginson,  which  was  about  a  twelve- 
month after,  and  then  of  Mr.  Skelton,  who  did  not  long  survive  him. 
Now,  the  Covenant  whereto  these  Christians  engaged  themselves,  which 
was  about  seven  years  after  solemnly  renewed  among  them,  I  shall  here 
lay  before  all  the  Churches  of  God,  as  it  waa  then  expressed  and  inforced : 

"  We  covenant  loith  our  Lord,  and  one  leiiJi  anolTier  ;  and  we  do  lind  (mr  selves 
in  the  presence  of  God,  to  walk  together  in  all  Ms  ways,  according  as  He  is  pleased 
to  reveal  himself  unto  us  in  his  Messed  word  of  truth;  and  do  explicitly,  in  the 
name  arid  fear  of  God,  ■profess  and  protest  to  walk  asfoUometh,  through  the  power 
and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  We  avouch  the  Lord  to  he  our  God,  and  our  selves  to  be  his  people,  in  the  truth 
and  simplicity  of  our  spirits. 

"  We  give  our  selves  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  word  of  Ms  grace  for  the 
teaching,  ruling  and  sanctifying  of  us  in  matters  of  worship  avd  conversation,  resoh' 
ing  to  cleave  unto  him  alone  for  life  antJ  glory,  and  to  r^ect  all  contrary  ways, 
canons,  and  constitutions  of  men  in  Ms  worship. 

"  We  promise  to  walk  with  our  brethren,  with  all  watchfulness  and  tenderness, 
avoiding  jealousies  and  suspicions,  hack-iitings,  censurings,  provokings,  secret 
risings  of  spirit  against  them ;  hut  in  all  offences  to  follow  the  rule  of  our  Lord 
Jesus,  and  to  hear  and  forbear,  give  and  forgive,  as  he  hath  taught  us. 

"  In  public  or  private,  we  will  willingly  do  nothing  to  the  offence  of  the  church  ; 
hut  willing  to  take  advice  for  our  selves  and  ours,  as  occasion  shall  be  presented. 

"  We  will  not  in  the  congregation  be  forward  either  to  show  our  mint  gifts  and 
parts  in  speaking  or  scrupling,  or  there  discover  the  weakness  or  failings  of  our 
brethren;  but  attend  an  orderly  call  thereunto,  knowing  how  much  the  Lord  may  be 
dishonoured,  and  his  gospel,  and  the  profession  of  it,  slighted  by  our  distempers  and 
weaknesses  in  public. 

"  We  bind  our  selves  to  study  the  advancement  of  {he  gospel  in  all  truth  and 
peace;  hoik  in  regard  of  those  that  are  within  or  without;  noway  slighting  our 
sister  churches,  hut  using  their  counsel,  as  need  shall  he;  not  laying  a  stumnang- 
block  before  any,  no,  not  the  Indians,  whose  good  we  desire  to  promote ;  and  so  to 
converse,  as  we  may  avoid  the  very  appearance  of  evil. 

"  We  do  hereby  promise  to  carry  our  selves  in  all  lawful  obedience  to  those  that 
are  over  M*,  in  Church  or  Commonweallh,  knowing  how  well  pleasing  it  will  he  to 
Ike  Lord,  that  they  should  have  encouragement  in  their  places,  by  our  not  grieving 
their  spirits  through  our  irregularities. 

"  We  resolve  to  approve  our  selves  to  the  Lord  in  our  particular  callings;  shun- 
ning idleness  as  the  bane  of  any  state;  nor  will  we  deal  hardly  or  oppressingly 
with  any,  wherein  we  are  the  Lord's  stewards. 

"Promising  also  unto  our  best  ability  to  teach  our  children  and  servants  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  His  Will,  that  they  may  serve  Him  also;  and  all  lids 
not  by  any  strength  of  our  own,  but  by  the  Lord  Christ :  whose  hlood  we  desire  may 
sprinkle  this  our  Covenant  made  in  his  name." 
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By  this  instrument  was  the  Covenant  of  Grace  explained,  received,  and 
recognized,  by  the  first  Church  in  this  Colony,  and  applied  unto  the  evan- 
gelical designs  of  a  Church-estate  before  the  Lord:  this  instrument  they 
afterwards  "often  read  over,  and  renewed  the  consent  of  their  souls  unto 
every  article  in  it ;  especially  when  their  days  of  humiliation  invited  them 
to  lay  hold  on  particular  opportunities  for  doing  so. — So  you  have  seen 
the  naUviiy  of  the  _^rai  Church  in  the  Massacbuaet-colony, 

§  7.  As  for  the  circumstances  of  admission  into  this  Church,  they  left  it 
very  much  unto  the  discretion  and  faithfulness  of  their  elders,  together 
with  the  condition  of  the  persons  to  be  admitted.  Some  were  admitted 
by  expressing  their  consent  unto  their  confession  and  ccrvenant;  some  were 
admitted  after  their  first  answering  to  questions  about  Religion,  propounded 
tmto  them ;  some  were  admitted,  when  they  had  presented  in  writing  such 
things  as  might  give  saldsfaction  unto  the  people  of  God  concerning  them; 
and  some  that  were  admitted,  orally  addressed  the  people  of  God  in  such 
terms,  as  they  thought  proper  to  ask  their  communion  with;  which  diver- 
sik/  was  perhaps  more  beautiful  than  would  have  been  a  more  pm.ctiliovs 
uniformity;  but  none  were  admitted  without  regard  unto  a  blameless  and 
holy  conversation.  They  did  all  agree  with  their  brethren  of  Plymouth 
in  this  point,  "That  the  children  of  the  faithful  were  Church-members, 
with  their  parents;  and  that  their  baptism  was  a  seal  of  their  being  so;" 
only  before  their  admission  to  fellowship  in  a  particular  Church,  it  was 
judged  necessary  tliat,  being  free  from  scandal,  they  should  be  examined 
by  the  elders  of  the  Church,  upon  whose  approbation  of  their /fiiess,  they 
should  publickly  and  personally  own  the  covenant;  so  they  were  to  be 
received  unto  the  table,  of  the  Lord:  and  accordingly  the  eldest  son  of 
Mr,  Higginson,  being  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  laudably  answering 
all  the  characters  expected  in  a  communicant,  was  then  so  received. 

§  8.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  some  of  the  passengers,  who  came  over 
with  those  of  our  first  Salemites,  obseiTing  that  the  ministers  did  not  use 
the  "Book  of  Common-Prayer"  in  their  administrations;  that  they  admin- 
istered the  baptism  and  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  without  any  unscriptural 
ceremonies;  that  they  resolved  upon  using  discipline  in  the  congregation 
against  scandalous  offenders,  according  to  the  word  of  God ;  and  that  some 
scamdalous  persons  bad  been  denied  admission  into  the  communion  of  the 
Church ;  they  began  (Frankford  fashion)  to  raise  a  deal  of  trouble  here- 
upon. Herodiana,  MaliHa,  nasceniem  persequi  Eeligionem!*  Of  these  there 
were  especially  two  brothers;  the  one  a  lawyer,  the  other  a  merchant, 
both  men  of  parts,  estate  and  figure  in  the  place.  These  gathered  a  com- 
pany together,  separate  from  the  publick  assembly ;  and  there,  the  Common- 
Pray  er-W  or  ship  was  after  a  sort  upheld  among  such  as  would  resort  unto 
them.  The  governour  perceiving  a  disturbance  to  arise  among  the  people 
on  this  oecaaion,  sent  for  the  brothers;  who  accused  the  ministers,  as 
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dqjarting  from  the  orders  of  the  Church  of  Mtgland;  adding,  "That  they 
were  Separatists,  and  would  be  shortly  Anabaptists ;"  but  for  themselves, 
"They  would  hold  unto  the  orders  of  the  Church  of  England."  The 
answer  of  the  ministers  to  these  accusations,  was,  "  That  they  were  neither 
Separatists  nor  Anabaptists;  that  they  did  not  separate  from  the  Chnrck 
of  England,  nor  from  the  ordinances  of  God  there,  but  only  from  the  cor- 
ruptions and  disorders  of  that  Church:  that  they  came  away  from  the 
Common-Prayer  and  Ceremonies,  and  had  suffered  much  for  their  non- 
conformity in  their  native  land;  and  therefore  being  in  a  place  where 
they  might  have  their  liberty,  they  neither  could  nor  would  use  them ; 
inasmuch  as  they  judged  the  imposition  of  these  things  to  be  a  sinful  vio- 
lation of  the  worship  of  God." — The  govemour,  the  council,  the  people, 
generally  approved  of  the  answer  thus  given  by  the  ministers;  but  these 
persons  returned  into  England  with  very  furious  tkreatnings  against  the 
Church  thus  established;  however  the  direatned  folks  have  lived  so  loTig, 
that  the  Church  has  out-lived  the  grand  climacterical  year  of  humane  age ; 
it  is  now  flourishing,  more  than  sixty-three  years  after  its  first  gathering, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  a  most  reverend  and  ancient  person,  even  Mr. 
John  Higginson,  the  son  of  that  excellent  man  who  laid  the  foundations 
of  that  society. 


CHAPTER  ?„ 

PEREGRINI    DEO    CURii;* 


1 1.  The  Govemour  and  Company  of  the  Massachuset-Bay,  then  in 
London,  did  in  the  year  1629,  after  exact  and  mature  debates,  conclude, 
that  it  was  most  convenient  for  the  government,  with  the  charter  of  the 
plantation,  to  be  transferred  into  the  plantation  it  self;  and  an  order  of 
court  being  drawn  up  for  that  end,  there  was  then  chosen  a  new  govem- 
our, and  a  new  deputy-governour,  that  were  willing  to  remove  themselyes 
with  their  families  thither  on  the  first  occasion.  The  govemour  was  John 
Winthrop,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  that  wisdom  and  virtue,  and  those  mani- 
fold, accomplishments,  that  after-generations  must  reckon  him  no  less  a 
glory,  than  he  was  a  patriot  of  the  country.  The  depnty-govemour  was 
Thomas  Dudley,  Esq.,  a  gentleman,  whose  natural  and  acquired  abilitieg, 
joined  with  his  excellent  moral  qualities,  entitled  him  to  all  the  great 

■  BtmngotB  are  peculiar  objei^s  of  God's  care. 
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respects  with  which  his  country  on  all  opportunities  treated  him.  Several 
most  worthy  assistants  were  at  the  same  time  chosen  to  be  in  this  trans- 
portation; moreover,  aeveral  other  gentlemen  of  prime  note,  and  several 
famous  ministers  of  the  gospel,  now  likewise  embarked  themselves  with 
these  honourable  adventurers;  who  equipped  a  fleet  consisting  of  ten  or 
eleven  ships,  whereof  the  admiral  was.  The  Arabella  (so  called  in  honour 
of  the  right  honourable  the  Lady  Arabella  Johnson,  at  this  time  on  board), 
a  ship  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tuns;  and  in  some  of  the  said  ships  there 
were  two  hundred  passengers ;  all  of  which  arrived  before  the  middle  of 
July,  in  the  year  1630,  safe  in  the  harbours  of  New-England.  There  was 
a  time  when  the  British  sea  was  by  Clements,  and  the  other  ancients, 
called  CixsavToe  d^spauTos,  ffie  unpassahh  ocean.  What  then  was  to  be  thought 
of  the  vast  Atlantick  sea,  on  the  westward  of  Britain?  But  this  ocean 
must  now  be  passed!  An  heart  of  stone  must  have  dissolved  into  tears 
at  the  affectionate /arewje?  which  the  govemOur  and  other  eminent  persona 
took  of  their  friends,  at  a  feait'Vf  hich  the  governour  made  for  them,  alittlo 
before  their  going  off;  however,  they  were  acted  by  principles  that  could 
carry  them  through  tears  and  oceans;  yea,  through  oceans  of  tears:  princi- 
ples that  enabled  them  to  leave,  Ihdcia  LimCna,  atque  amaiilem  Larem, 
quemfb  et  parentimi  memoria,  atque  ipsius  (to  use  Stupius'  words)  Infamies 
Rvdimenta  GonfiTmant*  Some  very  late  geographers  do  assure  us,  that 
the  breadth  of  the  Atlantick  sea  is  commonly  over-reckoned  by  sisc,  by 
eigM,  by  ten  degrees.  But  let  that  aea  be  as  narrow  as  they  please,  I  can 
assure  the  reader  the  passing  of  it  was  no  little  trial  unto  those  -worthy- 
people  that  were  now  to  pass  it, 

§  2.  But  the  most  notable  circumstance  in  their  &rewel,  was  their  com- 
posing and  publishing  of  what  they  called,  "The  humble  request  of  his 
Majesties  loyal  subjects,  the  Governour  and  Company  lately  gone  for  New- 
England,  to  the  rest  of  their  brethren  in  and  of  the  Church  of  England; 
for  the  obtaining  of  their  prayers,  and  the  removal  of  suspicions  and  mis- 
constructions of  their  intentions."  In  this  address  of  theirs,  notwithstand- 
ing the  trouble  they  had  undergone  for  desiring  to  see  the  Church  of 
England  reformed  of  several  things,  which  they  thought  its  deformities, 
yet  they  now  called  the  Church  of  England  their  dear  mother;  acknowl- 
edging that  such  7iope  and  part  as  they  had  obtained  in  the  common  salvation 
they  had  sitclced  from  her  breasts ;  therewithal  entreating  their  many  reverend 
fathers  and  hreihren,  to  recommend  them  unto  the  mercies  of  God,  in  their 
eo,nsta,nt  prayers,  as  a  Church  now  springing  out  of  their  own  bowels. 
"You  are  not  ignorant  (said  they)  that  the  Spirit  of  God  stirred  up  the 
Apostle  Paul,  to  make  a  continual  mention  of  the  Church  at  Phihppi  which 
was  a  colony  from  Rome;  let  the  same  spirit,  we  beseech  you,  put  you  in 
mind,  that  are  the  Lord's  remembrancers,  to  pray  for  us,  without  ceasing. 
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■who  are  the  weak  colony  ftom  your  selves."  And  after  sucli  prayers,  they 
concluded,  "What  goodness  you  shall  extend  unto  us,  in  this  or  any  other 
Christian  kin.dneas,  we  your  brethren  in  Christ  shall  labour  to  repay,  in 
■what  duty  we  are  or  shall  be  able  to  perform;  promising  so  iar  as  God 
shall  enable  us,  to  give  him  no  rest  on  your  hehalfs;  wishing  our  heads 
and  hearts  may  be  fountains  of  tears  for  your  everlasting  welfare,  when  we 
shall  be  in  our  poor  cottages  in  the  wilderness,  overshadowed  with  the  spirit 
of  supplication,  through  the  manifold  necessities  and  tribulations,  ■which 
may  not  altogether  unexpectedly,  nor  we  hope  unprofltably,  befal!  us." 

§  3.  Reader,  If  ever  the  cliarity  of  a  right  Christian,  and  enlarged  soul, 
were  examplarily  seen  in  its  proper  expansions,  'twas  in  the  address  which 
thou  hast  now  been  reading;  but  if  it  now  puzzle  the  reader  to  reconcile 
these  passages  ■with  the  principles  declared,  ih.s practices  followed,  and  the  per- 
secutions undergone,  by  these  American  Reibrraers,  let  him  know,  that  there 
was  more  than  one  distinction,  whereof  these  excellent  persons  were  not 
ignorant.  First,  they  were  able  to  distinguish  -  between  the  Church  of 
England,  as  it  contained  the  whole  body  of  Hie  faithful,  scattered  throughout 
the  kingdoms,  though  of  different  perswasions  about  some  rites  and  modes 
in  religion ;  many  thousands  of  whom  our  Nor- Angels  knew  could  comply 
with  many  things,  to  which  our  consciences,  otherwise  enlightened  and  per- 
swaded,  could  not  yield  such  a  compliance  and  the  Church  of  England, 
as  it  was  confined  unto  a  certain  constitution  by  canons,  which  pronounced 
Ijjso  Facto,*  excommunicate  all  those  who  should  affirm  that  the  worship 
contained  in  the  "Book  of  Common-Prayer  and  administrations  of  sacra- 
ments," is  unlawful,  or  that  any  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  are  erroneous,  or 
that  any  of  the  ceremonies  commanded  by  the  authority  of  the  church  might 
not  be  approved,  used  and  subscribed ;  and  which  will  have  to  be  accursed, 
all  those  who  maintain  that  there  are  in  the  realm  arty  other  meeting, 
assemblies  or  congregations  of  the  King's  bom  subjects,  than  such  as  by 
the  laws  of  the  land  are  allowed,  which  may  rightly  challenge  to  them- 
selves the  name  of  true  and  lawful  Churches;  and  by  which  all  those  that 
refuse  to  Icneel  at  the  reception  of  the  sacrament,  and  to  be  present  at  pub- 
lick  prayers,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  church,  about  which  there  are 
prescribed  many  formalities  of  responses,  with  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus, 
are  to  be  denied  the  communion;  and  all  who  dare  not  submit  their  children 
to  be  baptised  by  the  undertaking  of  god-fathers,  and  receive  the  cross  as  a 
dedicating  badge  of  Christianity,  must  not  have  baptism  for  their  children : 
besides  an  et-ccetera  of  how  many  more  impositions!  Again,  they  were 
able  to  distinguish  between  the  Church  of  England,  as  it  kept  the  true 
doctrine  of 'the  Protestant  religion,  with  a  disposition  to  pursue  the  refcrmia- 
Hon  begun  in  the  former  century,  among  whom  we  may  reckon  such  men 
as  the  famous  assembly  of  divines  at  "Westminster,  who  all  but  eight  or  nine, 
md  the  Scots   had  before  then  lived  in  conformity;  and  the  Church  of 
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England,  as  limiting  that  name  unto  a  certain  faction,  who,  together  witli 
a  dwdpUne  very  much  UTiscriptural,  vigorously  prosecuted  the  tripartite  plot 
of  Arminianism  and  conciliation  with  Rome,  in  the  church,  and  unbounded 
prerogative  in  the  state;  who  set  themselves  to  cripple  as  fast  as  they  could 
the  more  learned,  godly,  painful  ministers  of  the  laud,  and  silence  and  ruin 
such  as  could  not  read  a  book  for  sports  on  ffie  Lord's  days;  or  did  but  use 
a  prayer  of  their  own  conceiving,  before  or  after  sermon ;  or  did  but  preacli 
in  an  afternoon-,  as  well  as  in  a  morning,  or  on  a  lecture,  or  on  a  marhet,  or 
in  aniwise  discountenance  old  superstitions,  or  neiu  extravagancies;  and 
who  at  last  threw  the  nation  into  the  lamentable  confusions  of  a  civil  war. 
By  the  light  of  this  distinction,  we  may  easily  perceive  what  Church  of 
England  it  was,  that  our  New -England  exiles  called,  iheir  Mother ;  though 
their  mother  had  been  so  harsh  to  them,  as  to  turn  them  out  of  doors,  yet 
they  highly  honoured  her;  believing  that  it  was  not  so  much  their  mother, 
but  some  of  their  angry  brethren,  abusing  the  name  of  their  mother,  who 
so  harshly  treated  them;  and  all  the  harm  they  wished  her,  was  to  see  her 
put  off  those  ill  trimmings,  which  at  her  first  coming  out  of  the  popish 
Babylon,  she  had  not  fully  so  laid  aside.  If  any  of  those  envious  brethren 
do  now  call  these  dissenters,  as  not  very  long  since  a  great  prelate  in  a 
sermon  did,  itie  bastards  of  the  Glmrch  of  England,  I  will  not  make  the 
return  which  was  made  upon  it  by  a  person  of  quality  then  present;  but 
instead  thereof  humbly  demand,  who  are  the  irmr  sons  to  the  Church  of 
England;  they  that  hold  all  the  fundamentals  of  Christianity  embraced  by 
that  Church,  only  questioning  and  forbearing  a  few  disciplinary  points, 
which  are  confessed  indifferent  by  the  greatest  zealots  for  them;  or  they 
that  have  made  Britain  more  unhabitable  that  the  Torrid  Zone?  for  the 
poor  non-conformists,  by  their  hot  pressing  of  those  indifferencies,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  only  necessaries,  in  the  mean  time  utterly  subverting  the  faith 
in  the  important  points  of  predestination,  free-vnll,  jvstification,  perseverance, 
and  some  other  things,  which  that  Chitrch  requires  all  her  children  to  give 
their  assmit  and  consent  unto?  If  the  former,  then,  say  I,  the  planters  of 
New-England  were  truer  sons  to  the  Chiireh  of  England,  than  that  part  of 
the  church  which,  then  by  their  misemploying  their  heavy  church-keys, 
banished  them  into  this  plantation.  And,  indeed,  the  more  genuine  among 
the  most  conformable  sow  of  the  church,  did  then  accordingly  wish  all  pros- 
perity to  their  New-English  brethren;  in  the  number  of  whom  I  would 
particularly  reckon  that  faithful  man,  Mr.  Edward  Symons,  minister  of 
Eayn  in  Essex ;  who  in  a  Discourse  printed  Anno  1637,  does  thus  express 
himself:  "  Many  now  promise  to  themselves  nothing  but  successive  happi- 
ness at  New-England;  which  for  a  time,  through  God's  mercy,  they  may 
enjoy;  and  I  pray  God,  they  may  a  long  time,  but  in  this  world  there  is 
no  happiness  perpetual."  Nor  would  I  on  this  occasion  leave  unquoted 
some  notable  words  of  the  learned,  witty  and  famous  Dr.  -Fuller,  in  his 
comment  on  Ruth,  page  16:  "Concerning  our  brethren  which  of  late  left 
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this  kingdom  to  advance  a  plantation  in  New-England,  I  think  the  counsel 
best  that  King  Joaah  prescribed  unto  Ama^ah,  ^  Tarry  at  'home?''  yet  as 
for  those  that  are  already  gone,  far  be  it  from  us  to  conceive  them  to  be 
such  to  whom  we  raay  not  say,  God  speed:  but  let  us  pity  them,  and  pray 
for  them.  I  conclude  of  the  two  Englands,  what  our  Saviour  saitb  of  the 
two  wines:  'No  man  having  tasted  of  the  old,  presently  dcsireth  the  new; 
for  he  saith,  the  old  is  better,' " 

§  4.  Being  happily  arrived  at  New-England,  our  new  planters  found  the 
difficulties  of  a  rough  and  hard  wilderness  presently  assaulting  them;  of 
which  the  worst  was  the  siddiness  which  many  of  them  had  contracted  by 
their  other  diiRculties.  Of  those  who  soon  dyed  after  their  first  arrival, 
not  the  least  considerable  was  the  Lady  Arabella,  who  left  an  earthly  par- 
adise in  the  family  of  an  Earldom,  to  encounter  the  sorrows  of  a  wilderness, 
for  the  entertainments  of  a  pure  vJorsMj}  in  the  house  of  &od ;  and  then 
immediately  left  that  wildemess  for  the  Heavenly  po/radise,  whereto  the 
compassionate  Jesus,  of  whom  she  was  a  follower,  called  her.  We  have 
read  concerning  a  noble  woman  of  Bohemia,  who  forsook  her  friends,  her 
plate,  her  house,  and  all;  and  because  the  gates  of  the  city  were  guarded, 
crept  through  the  common-sewer,  that  she  might  enjoy  the  institutions  of 
our  Lord  at  another  place  where  they  might  be  had.  The  spirit  which 
acted  that  noble  woman,  we  may  suppose  carried  this  blessed  lady  thus  to 
and  through  the  hardships  of  an  American  desart.  But  as  for  her  virtu- 
ous husband,  Isaac  Johnson,  Esq., 


His  mourning  for  the  death  of  his  honourable  consort  was  too  bitter  to  be 
extended  a  year;  about  a  month  after  her  death  Am  ensued,  unto  the 
extream  loss  of  the  whole  plantation.  But  at  the  end  of  this  perfect  and 
upright  man,  there  was  not  onlyjseace  but  joy;  and  his  joy  particularly 
expressed  it  self  "that  God  hath  kept  his  eyes  open  so  long  as  to  see  one 
church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gathered  in  these  ends  of  the  earth,  before 
his  own  going  away  to  Heaven."  The  mortality  thus  threatning  of  this 
new  Plantation  so  enlivened  the  devotions  of  this  good  people,  that  they 
set  themselves  by  fasting  and  prayer  to  obtain  from  God  the  removal  of 
it;  and  their  brethren  at  Plymouth  also  attended  the  like  duties  on  their 
behalf:  the  issue  whereof  was,  that  in  a  little  time  they  not  only  had  health 
restored,  but  they  likewise  enjoyed  the  special  directions  and  assistance 
of  God  in  the  further  prosecution  of  their  undertakings. 

§  5.  But  there  were  two  terrible  distresses  more,  besides  that  of  siclcness, 
whereto  this  people  were  exposed  in  the  beginning  of  their  settlement: 
though  a  most  seasonable  and  almost  unexpected  mercy  Jrom  Heaven  still 
rescued  them  out  of  those  distresses.  One  thing  that  sometimes  extreamly 
exercised  them,  was  a  scarcity  of  provisions;  in  which  'twas  wonderful  to 
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see  their  depeiidance  upon  God,  and  God's  mindfulness  of  them.  When  tlie 
parching  droughts  of  the  summer  divers  times  threatned  them  with  an 
Titter  and  a  total  consumption  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  it  was  their  man- 
ner, with  heart-melting,  and  I  may  say,  Heaven-melUng  devotions,  to  fast 
and  pray  before  God ;  and  on  the  very  days  -when  they  pomed  out  the 
water  of  their  tears  before  him,  he  would  shower  doton  the  water  of  his  rain 
upon  their  fields;  while  they  were  yet  speaking,  he  wovM  /tear  them;  inso- 
much that  the  salvages  themselves  would  on  that  occasion  admire  the 
Englishman's  God !  But  the  Englishmen  themselves  would  celebrate  their 
days  of  Thanksgiving  to  him.  When  their  stock  was  liliewise  wasted  so 
far, which  divers  times  it  was,  that  they  were  come  to  the  last  meal  in  the 
barrel,  just  then,  unlooked  for,  arrived  several  ships  from  other  parts  of 
the  world  loaden  with  supphes;  among  which,  one  was  hy  the  hrd-deputy 
of  Ireland  sent  hither,  although  he  did  not  know  the  necessities  of  the 
country  to  which  he  sent  her;,  and  if  he  had  known  them,  would  have 
been  thought  as  unlikely  as  any  man  living  to  have  helpt  them;  in  these 
extremities,  'twas  marvellous  to  see  how  helpful  these  good  people  were  to 
one  another,  following  the  example  of  their  most  liberal  govemour  Win- 
throp,  who  made  an  equal  distribution  of  what  he  had  in  his  own  stores 
among  the  poor,  taking  no  thought  for  to-morrow!  And  how  content  they 
were;  when  an  honest  man,  as  I  have  heard,  inviting  his  friends  to  a  dish 
oiclams,  at  the  table  gave  thanks  to  Heaven,  who  "had  given  them  to 
suck  the  abundance  of  the  seas,  and  of  the  treasures  hid  in  the  sands  I" 

Another  thing  that  gave  them  no  little  exercise,  was  the  fear  of  t/ie 
Indians,  by  whom  they  were  sometimes  alarmed.  But  this  fear  was  won- 
derfully prevented,  not  only  by  intestine  wars  happening  then  to  fall  out 
among  those  barbarians,  but  chiefly  by  the  small-pox,  which  proved  a 
great  plague  unto  them,  and  particularly  to  one  of  the  Princes  in  the  Mas- 
sachuset-Bay,  who  yet  seemed  hopefully  to  be  christianized  before  he  dyed. 
This  distemper  getting  in,  I  know  not  how,  among  them,  swept  them 
away  with  a  most  prodigious  desolation,  insomuch  that  although  the  Eng- 
lish gave  them  all  the  assistance  of  humanity  in  their  calamities,  yet  there 
was,  it  may  be,  not  one  in  ten  among  them  left  ahve;  of  those  _/^  that  lived, 
many  also/et?  from  the  infection,  leaving  the  country  a  meer  Golgotha  of 
unburied  carcases ;  and  as  for  the  rest,  the  English  treated  them  with  all 
the  civility  imaginable;  among  the  instances  of  which  civility,  let  this  be 
reckoned  for  one,  that  notwithstanding  the  patetit  which  they  had  for  the 
country,  they  fairly  purchased  of  the  natives  the  several  tracts  of  land 
which  they  afterwards  ^ossesseol. 

§  6.  The  people  in  the  fleet  that  arrived  at  New-England,  in  the  year 
1630,  left  the  fleet  almost,  as  the  family  of  Noah  did  the  ark,  having  a 
whole  world  before  them  to  be  peopled.  Salem  was  already  supplied  with 
a  competent  number  of  inhabitants;  and  therefore  the  governour,  with 
most  of  the  gentlemen  that  accompanied  him  in  his  voyage,  took  their 
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first  opportunity  to  prosecute  fiirtlier  settlemeats  about  the  bottom  of  the 
Massachiiset-Bay :  but  where-ever  they  eat  down,  they  were  so  mindful  of 
their  errand  into  the  wildcmesa,  that  still  one  of  their  first  works  was  to 
gather  a  church  into  the  covenant  and  order  of  the  gospel.  Mrst,  there  was 
a  church  thus  gathered  at  Charles-town,  on  the  north  side  of  Charles's 
river;  where,  keeping  a  solemn  fast  on  August  27,  1630,  to  implore  the 
conduct  and  blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  ecclesiastical  proceedings,  they 
chose  Mr.  Wilson,  a  moat  holy  and  zealous  man,  formerly  a  minister  of 
Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  to  be  their  teacher ;  and  although  he 
now  submitted  unto  an  ordination,  with  an  imposition  of  such  hands  as 
were  by  the  church  invited  so  to  pronounce  the  benediction  of  Heaven 
upon  him;  yet  it  was  done  with  a  protestation  by  all,  that  it  should  be 
only  as  a  sign  of  hia  election  to  the  charge  of  his  new  flock,  without  any 
intention  that  he  should  thereby  renounce  the  ministry  he  had  received 
in  England.  After  the  gathering  of  the  church  at  Charles-town,  there 
quickly  followed  another  at  the  town  of  Dorchester. 

And  after  Dorchester  there  followed  another  at  the  town  of  Boston, 
which  issued  out  of  Oharies-town;  one  Mr.  James  took  the  care  of  the 
Ohiurch  at  Charl^-town,  and  Mr.  "Wilson  went  over  to  Boston,  where  they 
that  formerly  belonged  unto  Charles-town,  with  universal  approbation- 
became  a  t^isftiici  (7Am)-cA  of  themselves.  To  Boston  soon  succeeded  a  church 
at  Roxbury,  to  Roxbury,  one  at  Lyn ;  to  Lyn,  one  at  Watertown ;  so  that 
in  one  or  two  years'  time  there  were  to  be  seen  seven  Churches  in  thu5 
neighbourhood,  all  of  theri  attending  to  what  the  spirit  in  the  Scripture 
said  unto  them;  all  of  them  golden  candlesticks,  illustrated  with  a  very  sensi- 
ble presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  among  them. 

§  7.  It  was  for  a  matter  of  twelve  years  together,  that  persons  of  all 
ranks,  well  affected  unto  Ghurch-r^ormatvm,  kept  sometimes  dropping,  and 
sometimes  _/2oc^'()J5'  into  New-England,  though  some  that  were  coming  into 
New-England  were  not  suffered  so  to  do.  The  persecutors  of  those  Puri- 
tans, as  they  were  called,  who  were  now  retiring  into  that  cold  country  from 
the  heat  of  their  persecution,  did  all  that  was  possible  to  hinder  as  many  as 
was  possible  firom  enjoying  of  that  retirement.  There  were  many  countei'- 
mands  given  to  the  passage  of  people  that  were  now  steering  of  this  western 
course;  and  there  was  a  sort  of  uproar  made  among  no  small  part  of  the 
nation,  that  this  people  should  not  be  let  go.  Among  those  bound  for  New- 
England,  that  were  so  stopt,  there  were  especially  three  &mous  persons, 
whom  I  suppose  their  adversaries  would  not  have  so  studiously  detained  at 
home,  if  they  had /oreseera  events;  those  were  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  Mr. 
Hambden,  and  Sir  Arthur  Haselrig ;  nevertheless,  this  is  not  the  only 
instance  oS  perseaiMng  oJiurch-mens  not  having  the  spirit  of  prophesy.  But 
many  others  were  diverted  from  an  intended  voyage  hither  by  the  pur« 
providence  of  God,  which  had  provided  other  improvements  for  them ;  and 
of  this  take  one  instance  instead  of  many.     Before  the  woefltl  wars  which 


.A.)' 


.gle 


80  MAGNALIA    GHEI8TI    AMEEICANA; 

broke  forth  in  llie  three  kingdoms,  there  were  divers  gentlemen  in  Scotland, 
who,  being  uneasie  under  the  ecclesiastical  hurdens  of  the  times,  wrote  unto 
New-England  their  enquiries,  Whether  they  might  he  there  suffered  freely, 
to  esercise  their  Presbyterian  church -government?  And  it  was  freely 
answered,  "That  they  might."  Hereupon  they  sent  over  an  agent,  who 
pitched  upon  a  tract  of  land  near  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  whither 
they  intended  them  to  transplant  themselves :  but  although  they  had  so  far 
proceeded  in  their  voyage,  as  to  be  half-seas  through;  the  manifold  crosses 
they  met  withal,  made  them  give  over  their  intentions ;  and  the  providence 
of  God  So  ordered  it,  that  some  of  those  very  gentlemen  were  afterwards  the 
revivers  of  that  well-known  solemn  league  and  covenant  which  had  so  great 
an  influence  upon  the  following  circumstances  of  the  nations.  However, 
the  number  of  those  who  did  actually  arrive  at  New-England  before  the 
year  1640,  have  been  computed  about  four  thousand;  since  which  time  far 
more  have  gone  out  of  the  country  than  have  come  to  it ;  and  yet  the  God 
of  Heaven  so  smiled  upon  the  Plantation,  while  under  an  easie  and  equal 
government,  the  designs  of  Christianity  in  well-formed  churches  have  been 
carried  on,  that  no  history  a^n  paroMel  it.  That  saying  of  Eutropius  about 
Eome,  which  hath  been  sometimes  applied  unto  the  church,  is  capable  of 
Bome  application  to  this  little  part  of  the  church:  Nee  Minor  oh  Exordia, 
iiec  major  IncremenMs  vMa*  Never  was  any  plantation  brought  unto  such  a 
(j^nsiderableness,  in  a  space  of  time  so  inconsiderable  1  an  howling  wildemess 
in  a  few  years  became  a  pleasant  land,  accommodated  with  the  necessaries — 
Jea, -and  the  conveniences  of  humane  life ;  the  gospel  has  carried  with  it  a 
fulness  of  all  other  blessings;  and  (albeit,  that  mankind  generally,  as  fax  as  we 
have  any  means  of  enquiry,  have  increased  in  one  and  the  same  given  pro- 
portion, and  BO  no  more  than  doidiled  themselves  in  about  three  hundred  and 
siixty  years,  in  all  the  past  ages  of  the  world,  since  the  fixing  of  the  present 
period  of  humane  life)  the  four  thousand  first  planters,  in  less  than  flfl,y 
years,  notwithstanding  all  transportations  and  mortalities,  increased  into, 
they  say,  more  than  an  hundred  thousand. 
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OR,  THE  ADDITION  OP  EEYEUAL  OTHEH  COIONIES  TO  THE  FORMEEi  WITH  SOME  OTHEa 
CONSIDERABLES  IN  THE  CONBITIOS  OP  THESE  LATER  COIONIEa 

§  1.  It  was  not  long  before  the  Massachuset  Colony  was  become  like  an 
hive  overstocked  with  hees;  and  many  of  the  new  inhabitants  entertained 
thoughts  of  swarming  into  plantations  extended  farther  into  the  country, 
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The  colony  might  fetch  its  own  description  from  the  dispensations  of  the 
great  God,  unto  his  ancient  Israel,  and  say,  "  0,  Giod  of  Hosts,  thon  hast 
brought  a  vine  out  of  JSnglxmd;  thou  hast  cast  out  the  heathen  and  planted 
it;  thou  preparedst  room  before  it,  and  didst  cause  it  to  take  deep  root,  and 
it  filled  the  land;  the  hills  were  covered  witli  the  shadow  of  it,  and  tlie 
boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly  cedars;  she  sent  out  her  boughs  unto 
the  sea."  But  still  there  was  one  stroak  wanting  for  the  complete  accom- 
modations of  the  description;  to  wit,  "She  sent  forth  her  branches  unto 
the  river;"  and  this  therefore  is  to  be  next  attended.  The  fame  of  Con- 
necticut river,  a  long,  fresh,  rich  river,  (as  indeed  the  name  Connecticut  is 
Indian  for  a  long  river,)  had  made  a  little  Nilus,^  of  it  in  the  expectatioi^ 
of  the  good  people  about  the  Massachuset-bay :  whereupon  many  of  the 
planters  belonging  especially  to  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Dorchester, 
Watertown  and  Eoxbury,  took  up  resolutions  to  travel  an  hundred  miles 
westward  from  those  towns,  for  a  further  settlement  upon  this  famous 
river.  When  the  learned  Fematidius  had  been  in  the  Indies,  he  did  in  his 
preface  to  his  Commentaries  afteriparda  published,  give  this  "account  of  it: 
Deo  sia  vohnte,  prodiiin  remotissinws  usgue  Indos,  tarn  non  avidua  luds  ct 
ghri^,  ut  earn  vere  dixerim,  uUro  elegerim  mei  ipsius  adhitc  viventis  verissijnam 
SepuUuram.f  Reader,  come  with  me  now  to  behold  some  worthy,  and 
learned,  and  genteel  persons  going  to  be  buried  alive  on  the  banks  of  Con- 
necticut, having  been  first  slain  by  the  ecclesiastical  impositions  and  per- 
secutions of  Europe. 

§  2.  It  was  in  the  year  1635,  that  this  design  was  first  formed;  and  the 
disposition  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  with  his  people  now  in 
Cambridge,  to  engage  in  the  design,  was  that  which  gave  most  life  unto 
it.  They  then  sent  their  agents  to  view  the  country,  who  returned  with 
so  advantageous  a  report,  that  the  next  year  there  was  a  great  reinove  of 
good  people  thither;  on  this  remove,  they  that  went  from  Cambridge 
became  a  church  upon  a  spot  of  ground  now  called  Hartford;  they  that 
went  from  Dorchester,  became  a  church  at  Windsor;  they  that  went  from 
Watertown,  sat  down  at  Wethersfield;  and  they  that  left  Eosbury  were 
inchuxched  higher  up  the  river  at  Springfield,  a  place  which  was  after- 
wards found  within  the  line  of  the  Massachuset-eharter.  Indeed,  the  Jirst 
winter  after  their  going  thither,  proved  an  hard  one;  and  the  grievous 
disappointments  which  befel  them,  through  the  unseasonable  freezing  of 
the  river,  whereby  their  vessel  of  provisons  was  detained  at  the  mouth 
o£  the  river,  threescore  miles  below  them,  caused  them  to  encounter  with 
very  disastrous  diffici\Ities.  Divers  of  them  were  hereby  obliged  in  the 
depth  of  winter  to  travel  back  into  the  Bay;  and  some  of  them  were 
frozen  to  death  in  the  journey. 

However,  such  was  their  courage,  that  they  prosecuted  their  Plantation- 
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work  with  speedy  and  blessed  successes;  and  when  bloody  salvages  in 
their  neighbonrhood,  known  by  the  name  of  Pequots,  had  like  to  have 
nipt  the  plantation  in  the  bud,  by  a  cruel  war,  within  a  year  or  two  after 
their  settlement,  the  marvellous  providence  of  God  immediately  extin- 
guished that  war,  by  prospering  the  New-English  arms,  unto  the  utter 
subduing  of  the  quarrclsoine  nation,  and  affrightning  of  all  the  othernatives. 
§  3.  It  was  with  the  countenance  and  assistance  of  their  brethren  in 
the  Massachuset-bay,  that  the  first  Planters  of  Connecticut  made  their 
essays  thus  to  discover  and  cultivate  the  remoter  parts  of  this  mighty 
wilderness;  and  accordingly  several  gentlemen  went  furnished  with  some 
kind  of  commission  from  the  government  of  the  Massachuset-bay,  for  to 
maintain  some  kind  of  government  among  the  inhabitants,  till  there  could 
he  a  more  orderly  settlement.  But  the  inhabitants  q^uickly  perceiving 
themselves  to  be  without  the  line  of  the  Massachueet-charter,  entered  into 
a  combination  among  themselves,  whereby  with  mutual  consent  they 
became  a  body-politick,  and  framed  a  body  of  necessary  laws  and  orders, 
to  the  execution  whereof  they  chose  all  necessary  officers,  very  much, 
though  not  altogether,  after  the  form  of  the  colony  from  whence  they 
iasued.  So  they  jogged  on  for  many  years;  and  whereas,  before  the  year 
164i,  that  worthy  gentleman,  George  Fenwick  Esq.,  did,  on  the  behalf  of 
several  persons  of  quality,  begin  a  plantation  about  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  which  was  called  Say-brook,  in  remembrance  of  those  right  hon- 
ourable persons,  the  Lord  Say  and  the  Lord  Brook,  who  laid  a  claim  to 
the  land  thereabouts,  by  virtue  of  a  patent  granted  by  the  Earl  of  War- 
wiek;  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  that  year  purchased  of  Mr.  Fenwick 
this  tract  of  land.  But  the  confusions  then  embarrassing  the  affairs  of 
the  Enghsh  nation,  kindred  our  GonnecUcoiians  from  seeking  of  any 
further  settlement,  until  the  restoration  of  K.  Charles  II,,  when  they  made 
their  application  to  the  King  for  a  charter,  by  the  agency  of  their  hon- 
ourable governour,  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  the  most  accomplished  son  of 
that  esceUent  person  who  had  been  so  considerable  in  the  foundations 
of  the  Massachuset-colony.  This  renowned  virtmso  had  justly  been  the 
darling  of  New-England,  if  they  had  only  considered  his  eminent  quali- 
ties, as  he  was  a  Christian,  a  gentleman,  and  a  pMlosfypher,  well  worthy  to 
be,  as  he  was,  a  member  of  the  Royal- Society;  but  it  must  needs  fiirther 
endear  his  memory  to  his  country,  that  God  made  him  the  instrument  of 
obtaining  for  them,  as  he  did  from  the  King  of  England,  as  amply  privi- 
ledged  a  charter  as  was  ever  enjoyed  perhaps  by  any  people  under  the 
cope  of  heaven.  Under  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  this  charter 
they  flourished  many  years;  and  many  towns  being  successively  erected 
among  them,  their  churches  had  "rest,  and  walked  in  the  fear  of  God, 
and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

§  4,  The  church-order  observed  in  the  churches  of  Connecticut,  has  been 
the  same  that  is  observed  by  their  sisters  in  the  I 
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this  order  they  lived  exceeding  peaceably  all  the  eleven  years  that  Mr. 
Hooker  lived  among  them.  Nevertheless  there  arose  at  length  some 
unhappy  contests  in  one  town  of  the  colony,  which  grew  into  an  alienation 
that  could  not  be  cured  without  such  a  parting,  and  yet,  indeed,  hardly  so 
kind  a  parting,  as  that  whereto  once  Abraham  and  Lot  were  driven. 
However,  these  little,  idle,  angry  controversies,  proved  occasions  of  enlarge- 
ments to  the  church  of  God;  for  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  chose  a  coUage 
in  a  wilderness,  before  the  moat  beautiful  and  furnished  edifice,  overheated 
with  the  jire  of  contention,  removed  peaceably  higher  up  the  river,  where 
a  whole  county  of  holy  churches  has  been  added  unto  the  number  of  our 


§  5.  But  there  was  one  thing  that  made  this  colony  to  become  very 
considerable;  which  thing  remains  now  to  be  considered.  The  well-lmown 
Mr.  Davenport,  and  Mr.  Eaton,  and  several  eminent  persons  that  came 
over  to  the  Massachuaet-bay  among  some  of  the  first  planters,  were  strongly 
urged,  that  they  would  have  settled  in  this  Bay ;  but  hearing  of  another 
Bay  to  the  south-west  of  Connecticut,  which  might  be  more  capable  to 
entertain  those  that  were  to  follow  them,  they  desired  that  their  friends 
at  Connecticut  would  purchase  of  the  native  proprietors  for  (Sem,  all  the 
land  that  lay  between  themselves  and  Hudson's  Eiver,  which  was  in  part 
effected.  Accordingly  removing  thither  in  the  year  1637,  they  seated 
themselves  in  a  pleasant  Bay,  where  they  apread  themselves  along  the  sea- 
coast,  and  one  might  have  been  suddenly  as  it  were  surprized  with  the  sight 
of  such  notable  towns,  as  first  New-Haven;  then  Guilford;  then  Milford; 
then  Stamford;  and  then  Brainford,  where  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  wor- 
shipped in  churches  of  an  evangelical  constitution;  and  from  thence,  if 
the  enquirer  make  a  salley  over  to  Long-Island,  he  might  there  also  have 
seen  the  churches  of  our  Lord  beginning  to  take  root  in  the  eastern  parts 
of  that  island.  All  this  while  ^\s  fourth,  colony  wanted  the  legal  la-sis  of 
a  charter  to  build  upon;  but  they  did  by  mutual  agreement  form  them- 
selves, into  a  hody-poUlick  as  like  as  they  judged  fit  unto  the  other  colonies 
in  their  neighbourhood;  and  as  for  there  church-order,  it  was  generally 
secundum,  usum  Massachnsettensem.* 

§  6.  Behold,  a  fourth  colony  of  New-English  Christians,  in  a  manner 
stolen  into  the  world,  and  a  colony,  indeed,  constellated  with  many  stars  of 
the  first  magnitude.  The  colony  was  under  the  conduct  of  as  holy,  and  as 
prudent,  and  as  genteel  persons  as  moat  that  ever  visited  these  nooks  of 
America ;  and  yet  these  too  were  tryed  with  very  humbling  circumstances. 

Being  Londoners,  or  merchants  and  men  of  traffick  and  business,  their 
design  was  in  a  manner  wholly  to  apply  themselves  unto  trade;  but  the 
design  failing,  they  found  their  great  estates  sink  so  fast,  that  they  must 
quit^y  do  something.  Whereupon  in  the  year  1646,  gathering  together 
^most  all  the  sttength  which  was  lefl;  them,  they  built  one  ship  more, 


idtyGoogle 


94  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMERICANA; 

■which  they  fraighted  for  England  with  the  beat  part  of  their  tradable 
estates ;  and  sundry  of  their  eminent  persona  embarked  themselves  in  her 
for  the  voyage.  But,  alas  I  the  ship  waa  never  after  heard  of:  she  fomi- 
dred  in  the  sea;  and  in  her  were  lost,  not  only  the  hopes  of  their  future 
trade,  but  also  the  lives  of  several  excellent  peraons,  as  well  as  divers 
iTMnuscripts  of  some  great  men  in  the  country,  sent  over  for  the  service  of 
the  church,  which  were  now  buried  in  the  ocean.  The  fuller  story  of  that 
grievous  matter,  let  the  reader  with  a  just  aatoniahment  accept  from  the 
pen  of  the  reverend  person  who  is  now  the  pastor  of  New-Haven.  I  wrote 
unto  him  for  it,  and  waa  thus  answered : 

"JtETBreEBD  AND  Dear  SiR :  In  complianc*  with  your  desires,  I  now  gire  you  tht  relation 
of  tiiflt  APPARITION  of  a  SHIP  IB  THE  Am,  wliich  I  have  received  from  tlie  most  credible 
jndieioiis,  and  curious  sviiviving  observers  of  it. 

"In  the  year  1647,  besides  much  otlier  ladmg,  s  far  more  rich  treasure  of  passengers,  (live 
or  six  of  which  were  peraons  of  chief  note  and  worth  in  New-Haven)  put  themselves  on 
boarti  a  new  ship,  built  at  Rhode-Island,  of  about  160  tuns;  but  so  walty,  that  tJie  master 
(Iflmberton)  often  sdd  she  would  prove  their  grave.  In  tlie  month  of  January,  cutting 
their  way  through  much  ice,  on  which  they  were  accompanied  with  the  Reverend  Mr.  Daven. 
port,  besides  many  other  friends,  with  many  fears,  as  well  as  prayers  and  tears,  they  set 
s(ul.  Ml'.  Davenport  in  prayer,  with  .an  oljservable  emphasis,  used  these  words:  'Lord,  if 
it  be  thy  pleasure  to  bury  these  our  ftiends  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  they  are  thine:  save 
them.'  The  spring  following,  no  tidings  of  iJiese  friends  arrived  with  the  sliips  from 
Engknd:  New-Haven's  heart  began  to  fail  her:  this  put  the  godly  people  on  much  prayer, 
both  publick  and  prfvate,  'that  the  Lord  would  (if  it  was  his  pleasuce)  let  them  hear  what 
he  had  done  with  their  dear  friends,  and  prepare  them  with  a  suitable  submission  to  his 
Holy  Will,'  In  June  next  ensuing,  a  great  thmider-storm  arose  out  of  the  north-west 
after  which  (the  hemisphere  being  serene)  about  an  hour  before  sun-set,  a  Ship  of  like 
dimensions  with  the  aforesaid,  with  her  canvas  and  colours  abroad  (though  the  wind  north- 
ernly)  appeared  in  the  air  coming  up  from  our  harbour's  mouth,  which  lyes  southward  from 
the  town,  seemingly  with  her  adls  filled  under  a  fr^h  gale,  holding  her  course  north,  and 
oonttnuing  under  observation,  sailing  agauist  the  wind  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour. 

"Many  were  drawn  to  behold  this  great  work  of  God;  yea,  the  very  children  ciyed  out, 
'There's  a  bmve  ship!*  At  length.crowding  up  as  far  as  there  is  usually  water  sufBeiont  for 
snch  a  vessel,  and  so  near  some  of  the  spectators,  as  that  they  imagined  a  man  might  hurl 
a  stone  on  board  her,  her  main4op  seemed  to  be  blown  olf,  but  left  hanging  in  the  shrouds; 
then  her  mir^zert-top ;  then  all  her  masting  seemed  blown  nw.iy  by  the  boaid:  quickly  after 
the  IwSc  brought  unto  a  careen,  she  overset,  and  so  vanished  into  a  smoaky  cloud,  whicli  in 
some  time  dissipated,  leaving,  as  eveiywhcre  else,  a  clear  air.  The  admiring  spectators 
could  distinguish  the  severol  colours  of  each  part^  the  principal  rigging,  and  such  propor- 
tions, as  caused  not  only  the  generality  of  persons  to  say,  'This  was  the  mould  of  their 
ship,  and  thus  was  her  tragick  end,'  but  Mr.  Davenport  also  in  publicit  declared  to  Uiis 
effect,  'That  God  had  condescended,  for  the  quieting  of  their  afflicted  spirits,  this  extraordi- 
nary account  of  his  sovereign  disposal  of  those  foe  whom  so  many  fervent  prayers  were 
made  continually.'     Thus  I  am  Sir,  "Your  humble  servant, 

"James  Piespoht." 

Eeader,  there  being  yet  living  so  many  credible  gentlemen,  that  were 
eye-witnesses  of  this  wonderful  thing,  I  venture  to  publish  it  for  a  thing  as 
undoubted  aa  'tis  wonderful. 


.KubyGoo^Ie 


OE,    THE    HISTORY    OF    HEW-ENGLAHD,  85 

But  let  ua  now  proceed  with  our  story.  Our  colony  of  New-Haven 
apprehended  themselves  disadvantageously  seated  for  the  affairs  of  hus- 
bandry; and  therefore  upon  these  disasters  they  made  many  attempts  of 
removing  into  some  other  parts  of  the  world.  One  while  they  were  invited 
unto  Delaware-bay,  another  while  they  were  invited  unto  Jamaica;  they 
had  offers  made  Ihem  from  Ireland  also,  after  the  wara  there  were  over; 
and  they  entred  into  some  treaties  about  the  city  of  Galloway,  which  they 
were  to  have  had  as  a  small  province  to  themselves.  But  the  God  of 
Heaven  still  strangely  disappointed  ail  these  attempts;  and  whereas  they 
were  concerned  how  their  posterity  should  he  able  to  live,  if  they  must 
make  husbandry  their  main  shift  for  their  living;  that  posterity  of  theirs, 
by  the  good  providence  of  God,  instead  of  coming  to  beggary  and  misery, 
have  thriven  wonderfully;  the  colony  is  improved  with  many  wealthy 
husbandmen,  and  is  become  no  small  part  of  the  best  granary  for  all  Kew- 
England.  And  the  same  good  Providence  has  all  along  so  preserved  them 
from  annoyance  by  the  Indians,  that  although  at  their  first  setting  down 
there  were  few  towns  but  what  wisely  perswaded  a  body  of  Indians  to 
dwell  near  them:  whereby  such  kindnesses  passed  between  them  that 
they  always  dwelt  peaceably  together ;  nevertheless  there  are  few  of  those 
towns  but  what  have  seen  their  body  of  Indians  utterly  extirpated  by 
nothing  but  mortality  wasting  them. 

I  7.  But  what  is  now  become  of  New-Haven  colony?  I  must  answer, 
/( IS  not:  and  yet  it  has  been  growing  ever  since  it  first  was.  But  when 
Connecticut-colony  petitioned  the  restored  King  for  a  Chaetbr,  they  pro- 
cured New -Haven  colony  to  be  annexed  unto  them  in  the  same  charter; 
and  this,  not  without  having  first  the  private  concurrence  of  some  hading 
men  in  the  colony ;  though  the  minds  of  others  were  so  uneasie  about  the 
coalition,  that  it  cost  some  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  Charter  for  the 
colony,  like  Jephtha's  daughter  to  bewail  her  condition,  before  it  could  be 
quietly  complied  withal.  Nevertheless  they  have  lived  ever  since,  one 
cohny,  very  happily  together,  and  the  Ood  of  hve  and  peace  has  remarka- 
bly dwelt  among  them;  however,  these  children  of  God  have  not  been 
without  their  chastisements,  especially  in  the  malignant  fevers  and  agues, 
which  have  often  proved  very  mortal  in  most  or  all  of  their  plantations. 

§  8.  While  the  south-west  parts  of  New-England  were  thus  filled  with 
new  colonies,  the  north-east  parts  of  the  country  were  not  forgotten.  There 
were  ample  regions  beyond  the  line  of  the  Massachuset-patent,  where  new 
settlements  were  attempted,  not  only  by  such  as  designed  a  fishi71g-tTB.de 
at  sea,  or  a  Bever-ivude  on  shore;  not  only  by  some  that  were  uneasie 
under  the  Masaachuaet-govemment  in  a  day  of  temptation,  which  came 
upon  the  first  planters;  but  also  by  some  very  serious  Christians,  who 
propounded  the  enlargement  and  enjoyment  of  our  Lord's  evangelical 
interests  in  those  territories.  The  effect  of  these  excursi(ms  were,  that  sev- 
eral weli-constituted  churches  were  gathered  in  the  province  of  East- 
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Hampshire,  besides  one  or  two  in  the  province  of  Mam,  whereto  were 
added  a  large  number  of  other  congregations,  wherein  weekly  prayers  and 
sermons  were  made,  althongh  the  inhabitanta  belonging  to  those  congrega- 
tions, proceeded  not  so  far  as  to  all  the  ordinances  of  a  more  compleat 
Church-State  among  them.  That  which  contributed  more  than  a  little  to 
the  growth  of  Christianity  in  those  parts  of  New-England,  was  the  appli- 
cation, which  the  people  being  tired  with  many  quarrelsome  circumstances 
about  their  government,  made  unto  the  general  court  of  the  Maasachtiset- 
bay,  to  be  taken  under  their  protection;  which  petition  of  theirs  being 
answered  by  that  general  court,  surely  after  a  more  charitable  and 
accountable  manner,  than  such  authors  as  Ogilby  in  bis  America  have 
represented  it,  [Vos  magis  Historicie,  Leclores,  Credife  wer^i/]*  there  followed 
many  successful  endeavours  to  spread  the  efiects  and  orders  of  the  gospel 
along  that  coast. 

But  thus  was  the  settlement  of  New-England  brought  about;  these 
were  the  ieginnings,  these  the  foundations  of  those  colonies,  which  have 
not  only  enlarged  the  English  empire  in  some  regards  more  than  any  other 
outgoings  of  our  nation,  but  also  afforded  a  singular  prospect  of  churches 
erected  in  an  American  corner  of  the  world,  on  purpose  to  express  and 
pursue  the  Protestant  Eeformation. 


GEAFTEH  ¥IL 

HBCATOMPOlISit  OR,  A  FIELD  WHICH  THE  LORD  HATH  BLESSED, 

A    MAP    OF    THE    COUNTET. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  now  give  the  reader  an  Ecclesiastical  Map  of 
the  country,  thus  undertaken.  Know,  then,  that  although  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  the  blasting  strokes  of  Heaven  upon  the  secular  affairs  of  this 
country  have  been  such,  as  rather  to  abate  than  enlarge  the  growth  of  it; 
yet  there  are  to  be  seen  in  it,  at  this  present  year  1696,  these  Colonies, 
Counties,  and  Congregations. 

IT  The  Numbers  and  Places  of  Hie  Christian  Congregations,  now  leorshippitig  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  several  Colonies  of  New.England,  and  the  Names  of 
the  Ministers  at  this  time  employed  in  the  service  of  those  Congregations. 


I.  In  Plymouth  colony  there  are  three  counties;  and  the  several  con 
s  therein  are  thus  accomodated : 


*  Besdwa.  lalimr  tnul  truOiful  hlBloiituie  tbna  Buch. 
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Jdanllfield, 


Sttlhanjel  atone,  R  C 


tB^rd,  Mr.  Ralph  Hialchei',  Mr-  DeDhrun,  besldos  Indian  chufchga  and  pastors, 

Indian  Paslora.  |     J^acport,  in  Kkode-Jsland,  Mr.  Kalhoniel  Clap,  H.  G. 

II.  In  Masaacliuset  colony  are  four  counties,  and  the  several  congrega- 
tions in  them  are  so  supplied: 


„, , „., ,  H.C, 

i  or  Ihe  SoTUh  cburch,  Mr.  Samnel  Wll\[Brd,  H.  C. 
Beaidea  Uicao,  Ihere  la  In  Ihe  town  a  BQiul]  conkreSBlioD  thai  vorship  God  witb  the  CDremonieB  of  Uie  Chiircb  ur 

lud  n  Fi«aclx  Cdi^fregatiun  oT  Protestant  R  fv         unde    hn  paatoia    are  uf  Mouai  ur  DalUo, 
■intrei,  Mr.  Moses  Flsk,  H.  C 


'  Joaeph  Belcher,  II.  C 
John  Danfonh,  H.C 
John  Norton,  0.  C. 


K  Tbacber,  U.C. 
ebem  all  Waller,  H.  G. 
inu    ToiTOy,H.C. 
«BhDwight,H.a 


Cambridge 

"    William  Braltle,  H  C 

"    Ghniies  Murlan. 

Omcord, 

"    Joseph  Eaelahrook  H 

"    Thomaa Weld, H.C 

"    Gershom  Hohart,  H  G 

"    JohnWhilMng,H  0 

M^baroi^h, 

^«d«VK; 

»    Fmnols  Dean,  and  M   TbotasB 

Mabd^ 

B<:teriv, 

"    Joho  Hale,  H.  C, 

Boiford, 

Bradford, 

"    Zechoriah  Sjmme*,  H  C 

Rotd;, 

GtitesUr, 

mv^ii. 

IpsmicA, 

"    Wm.Hubi™il  and  John  Hog 

Snibv.  y 

Ji-.i  Mlage, 

"    JohnWlfle,H.a      [eri.HC 

Topf   i 

Lyn, 

"    Jeremiah  Shopanl  H  0 

Henh   « 

DecrMlA, 

Mr  John  Winiams'^H  r^  ""^  "" 

T  T 1 

K„dMld, 

ip     gS 

fMfHd, 

fi 

Jladlcy, 

" 

ji  d 

M    Edwa  d  Fayson,  H.  G. 
"    John  H^lDBon,  and  Ifict 
Sam   Pari8,H.C.  [Noyea, 


M    «o  omon  Sloddard,  H.  0. 


"    Ldword  Taylor,  U.  a 
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-  Hancock^  H.  C 


m.  In  Connecticut  colony  there  are  four  counties,  and  the  several  con- 
gregations therein  are  illuminated  by  these  preachers  of  the  gospel: 


Middliuicn, 


'  Tlmolhj  SlavonB,  H.  O. 

'  JeremichHobiirliH.C, 

'  Timolhy  Woudlirid^,  H. 

'  Thomaa  BuckLugham,  H.  < 

'  Noaflinh  Ruaaelr  H.  C. 


Mr.  Dirfly  Woodbric^  H.  C. 
"    JeremiBh  Pack,  H,  C, 


eiilfi'd. 

"    Thgmaa  RugBle-.  II  C 

Ttiirfeld, 

ill^e. 

'^    JoBepl.Web,H  C 

«    Charles  Cbmincej'  H  C 

"    Joseph  Morgan 

REMARKS    UPON    THE    CATALOGUE    OF    PLAMTATIOKS. 

I  1.  There  are  few  towns  to  be  now  seen  in  our  list  but  what  were 
existing  in  this  land  before  the  dreadful  Indian  war,  which  befel  us  twenty 
years  ago;  and  there  are  few  towns  broken  up  within  the  then  Massachu- 
set-line  by  that  war,  hut  what  have  revived  out  of  their  ashes.  Never- 
thelees,  the  many  calamities  which  have  ever  since  been  wasting  of  the 
country,  have  so  nipt  the  growth  of  it,  that  its  later  progress  hath  held  no 
proportion  with  what  was/rom^eSe^Wniji^;  but  yet  with  such  variety,  that 
while  the  trained  companies  of  some  towns  are  no  bigger  than  they  were 
thirty  or  forty  yeara  ago,  others  are  as  big  again. 

I  2.  The  calamities  that  have  carried  off  the  inhabitants  of  our  several 
towns  have  not  been  all  of  one  sort;  nor  have  all  our  towns  had  an  equal 
share  in  any  sort.  Pestilential  sicknesses  have  made  fearful  havock  in  divers 
places,  where  the  sound  perhaps  have  not  been  enough  to  tend  the  sick; 
while  others  have  not  had  one  touch  from  that  angel  of  death.  And  the 
sword  hath  cut  off  scores  in  sundry  places,  when  others,  it  may  he,  have  not 
lost  a  man  by  that  avenger. 

§  3.  'Tis  no  unusual,  though  no  universal  experiment  among  us,  that 
while  an  excellent,  laborious,  illuminating  ministry  has  been  continued  in 
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a  town,  the  place  has  thriven  to  admiration ;  but  ever  since  tliat  man's  time, 
they  have  gone  down  the  wind  in  ail  their  interests.  The  gospel  has 
evidently  been  the  inaking  of  oar  towns,  and  the  blessings  of  the  u]^per  have 
been  accompanied  with  the  blessings  of  the  nether-spnngs.  Memorable  also 
ia  the  remark  of  Slingsby  Bethel,  Esq.,  in  his  most  judicious  book  of  The 
Interest  of  Europe:  "Were  not  the  cold  climate  of  New-England  supplied 
by  good  laws  and  discipline,  the  barrenness  of  that  country  would  never 
have  brought  people  to  it,  nor  have  advanced  it  in  consideration  and  for- 
midableness  above  the  other  English  plantations,  exceeding  it  much  in 
fertility,  and  other  inviting  qualities." 

§  4,  Well  may  Ne*- England  lay  claim  to  the  name  it  wears,  and  to  a 
room  in  the  tcnderest  affections  of  its  mother,  the  happy  Island!  for  as 
there  are  few  of  our  towns  but  what  have  their  name-sa&es  in  England,  so 
the  reason  why  most  of  our  towns  are  called  what  they  are,  is  because  the 
chief  of  the  first  inhabitants  would  thus  bear  up  the  names  of  the  particular 
places  there  from  whence  they  came, 

§  5.  I  have  heard  an  aged  saint,  near  hia  death,  cheerfully  thus  express 
himself:  "Well,  I  am  going  to  heaven,  and  I  will  there  tell  the  faithftil, 
who  are  gone  long  since  from  New-England  thither,  that  though  they  who 
gathered  our  churches  are  all  dead  and  gone,  yet  the  churches  are  still 
alive,  with  aa  numerous  flock  of  Christians  as  ever  were  among  them." 
Concerning  the  most  of  the  churches  in  our  catalogue,  the  report  thus 
carried  unto  heaven,  I  must  now  also  send  through  the  earth;  but  if  with 
as  numerovs,  we  could  in  every  respect  say,  as  graeiavs,  what  joy  unto  all 
the  saints,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  might  be  from  thence  occasioned! 
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THE    BOSTONIAN    EBENEZER. 

SOME  HISTORICAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  STATE  OF  BOSTON, 

THE  CHIEF  TOWN  OF  HEW-EKGLMD,  AUD  OF  THE  ENGLISH  AMERICA. 
SOME    AGREEABLE    METHODS 

FOB  PRESERVING  AND  PROMOTING  THE  GOOD  STATE  OF  THAT,  A3  WELL  AS  ANY  (JTHEK 
TOWN  IN  THE  LIKE  CISCUMSTANOES. 

HUMBLY   OFFERED   BY   A   NATIVE   OF   BOSTON. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BOSTON  RELATED  AID  IMPROVED. 

AT  BOSTON  LECTURE,  1  J).  2  M.,  169B. 

Remarkable  and  meraoralDle  was  the  time,  when  an  army  of  terrible 
destroyers  was  coming  against  one  of  the  chief  towns  in  the  land  of  Israel. 
God  rescued  the  town  from  the  irresistible  fury  and  approach  of  those 
destroyers,  by  an  immediate  hand  of  heaven  upon  them.  Upon  that 
miraculous  rescue  of  the  town,  and  of  the  whole  country,  whose  fate  was 
much  enwrapped  in  it,  there  followed  that  action  of  the  Prophet  Samuel 
which  is  this  day  to  be,  with  some  imitation,  repeated  in  the  midst  of  thee, 
0  Boston,  Aou  helped  of  tiie  Lord. 

Then  Samuel  took  a  slone,  and  set  it  up,  and  called  the  name  of  it  Ebbb-ezeh,  aayiug, 
Hilherw  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.— 1  Sim,  vii.  19. 

The  thankful  servants  of  God  have  used  sometimes  to  erect  monuments 
of  stone,  as  durable  tokens  of  their  thankfulness  to  God  for  mercies 
received  in  the  places  thus  distinguished.  Jacob  did  so;  Joshua  did  so; 
and  Samuel  did  so ;  but  they  so  did  it,  as  to  keep  clear  of  the  transgression 
forbidden  in  Lev.  xxvi.  1 :  "Ye  shall  not  set  up  an  image  of  stone  in  your 
land,  for  to  bow  down  unto  it." 

The  Stone  erected  by  Samuel,  with  the  name  of  Ebenezer,  which  is  as 
much  as  to  say,  a  stone  of  help;  I  know  not  whether  any  thing  might  be 
writ  upon  it,  but  I  am  sure  there  is  one  thing  to  be  now  read  upon  it,  by 
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our  selves,  in  the  text  where  we  find  it;  namely,  thus  much,  "That  a 
people  whom  the  God  of  Heaven  hath  remarkably  helped  in  their  dis- 
tresses, ought  greatly  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  what  help  of  heaven 
they  have  received." 

Now  'tia  not  my  design  to  lay  the  scene  of  my  discourse  as  far  off  as 
Bethear,  the  place  where  Samuel  set  up  his  Ebenezer.  I  am  immediately 
to  transfer  it  into  the  heart  of  Boston,  a  place  where  the  remarkable  help 
received  from  Heaven  by  the  people,  does  loudly  call  for  an  Ebeneaer. 
And  I  do  not  ask  you  to  change  the  name  of  the  town  into  that  of  Help- 
stone,  as  there  is  a  town  in  England  of  that  name,  which  may  seem  the 
English  of  Ebenezer;  but  my  Sermon  shall  be  this  day,  your  Ebenezer, 
if  yon  will  with  a  favourable  and  a  profitable  attention  entertain  it.  May 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  accept  me,  and  assist  me  now  to  glorifie  him  in  the 
town  where  I  drew  ray  first  sinful  breath ;  a  town  whereto  I  am  under 
great  obligations  for  the  precious  opportunities  to  glorifie  him,  which  I 
have  quietly  and  publickly  enjoyed  therein  for  near  eighteen  years 
together.  "0,  my  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen 
me  this  once,  to  speak  from  thee  unto  thy  peoplel" 

And  now,  sirs,  that  I  may  set  up  an  Ebenezer  among  you,  there  are 
these  things  to  he  inculcated. 

I.  Let  us  thankfully,  and  agreeohly,  and  particularly  acknowledge  what 
HELP  we  have  received  from  the  Gx)d  of  Heaven,  in  the  years  that  have 
Touled  over  us.  While  the  blessed  Apostle  Paul  was,  as  it  should  seem, 
yet  short  of  being  threescore  years  old,  how  affectionately  did  he  set  up 
an  Ebenezer,  with  an  acknowledgment  in  Acts  sxvi.  22:  "Having 
obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  to  this  day!"  Our  town  is  now  three- 
score and  eight  years  old;  and  certainly  'tis  time  for  us,  with  all  possible 
affection,  to  set  up  our  Ebenezer,  saying,  "Having  obtained  help  from 
God,  the  town  is  continued  until  almost  the  age  of  man  is  passed  over  itl" 
The  town  hath  indeed  three  elder  sisters  in  this  colony,  but  it  hath  won- 
derfully outgrown  them  all;  and  her  mother,  Old  Boston,  in  England 
also ;  yea,  within  a  few  years  after  the  first  settlement,  it  grew  to  be  The 
Methopolis  of  the  whole  English  America.  Little  was  this  expected 
by  them  that  first  settled  the  town,  when  for  a  while  Boston  was  proverb- 
ially called  Lost-town,  for  the  mean  and  sad  circumstances  of  it.  But,  O 
Boston  I  it  is  because  thou  hast  obtained  help  from  God,  even  from  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  for  the  sake  of  his  gospel,  preached  and  once  prized 
here,  undertook  thy  patronage.  "When  the  world  and  the  church  of  God 
had  seen  twenty-six  generations,,  a  psalm  was  composed,  wherein  that 
note  occurs  with  twenty-six  repetitions:  "His  mercy  endureth  for  ever," 
Truly  there  has  not  one  year  passed  over  this  town,  Ah  Urbe  Condila,* 
upon  the  story  whereof  we  might  not  make  that  note  our  Ebenezer :  "  His 
mercy  endureth  for  ever."     It  has  been  a  town  of  great  i 
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There  have  been  several  years  wherein  the  terrible  famine  hath  terribly 
stared  the  town  in  the  face;  we  have  been  brought  sometimes  unto  the 
last  meal  in  the  barrel;  we  have  cried  out  with  the  disciples,  "We  have 
not  loaves  enough  to  feed  a  tenth  part  of  usl"  but  the  feared  famine  has 
always  been  kept  off;  always  we  liave  had  seasonable  and  suf&cient  sup- 
plies after  a  surprizing  manner  sent  in  unto  ua :  let  the  three  last  years  in 
this  thing  most  eminently  proclaim  the  goodness  of  our  heavenly  Shep- 
herd and  Feeder,  This  has  been  the  fc?p  of  our  God;  because  "his  mercy 
endureth  for  everl"  The  angels  of  death  have  often  shot  the  arrows  of 
death  into  tlie  midst  of  the  town;  the  small-pox  has  especially  fotir  timea 
been  a  great  plague  upon  us:  how  often  have  there  been  bills  desiring 
prayers  for  more  than  an  hundred  sick  on  one  day  in  one  of  our  assem- 
blies? in  one  twelve-month,  about  one  thousand  of  our  neighbours  have 
one  way  or  other  been  carried  unto  their  long  home:  and  yet  we  are,  after 
all,  many  more  than  seven  thousand  souls  of  us  at  this  hour  living  on  the 
spot.  Why  is  not  a  "Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,"  written  on  the  doors 
of  our  abandoned  habitations?  This  hath  been  the  help  of  our  God, 
because  "  his  mercy  endnreth  for  ever."  Kever  was  any  town  under  the 
cope  of  heaven  more  liable  to  be  laid  in  ashes,  either  through  the  care- 
lessness or  through  the  wickedness  of  them  that  sleep  in  it.  That  such 
a  combustible  heap  of  contiguous  bouses  yet  stands,  it  may  be  called  a 
standing  miracle;  it  is  not  because  "the  watchman  keeps  the  city ;  perhaps 
there  may  be  too  much  cause  of  reflection  in  that  thing,  and  of  inspection 
too;  no,  "it  is  from  thy  watchful  protection,  0  thou  keeper  of  Boston, 
who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps."  Ten  times  has  the  fire  made  notable 
ruins  among  us,  and  our  good  servant  been  almost  our  master;  but  the 
ruins  have  mostly  and  quickly  been  rebuilt.  I  suppose  that  many  more 
than  a  thousand  houses  are  to  be  seen  on  this  little  piece  of  ground,  all 
filled  with  the  undeserved  fevoura  of  God.  Whence  this  preservation? 
This  hath  been  the  Jtelp  of  our  God;  because  "his  mercy  endnreth  for 
everl"  But  if  ever  this  town  saw  a  year  of  salvations,  transcendently 
such  was  the  last  year  unto  ua.  A  formidable  French  squadron  hath  not 
shot  one  bomb  into  the  midst  of  thee,  0  thou  munition  of  rocks  !  our  streets 
have  not  run  with  blood  and  gore,  and  horrible  devouring  flames  have 
not  raged  upon  our  substance:  those  are  ignorant,  and  unthinking,  and 
unthankful  men,  who  do  not  own  that  we  have  narrowly  escaped  as  dread- 
ful things  as  Cartbagena,  or  Newfoundland,  have  suffered,  I  am  sure 
our  more  considerate  friends  beyond-sea  were  very  suspicious,  and  well 
nigh  despairing,  that  victorious  enemies  had  swallowed  up  the  town.  But 
"  thy  soul  is  escaped,  0  Boston,  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snare  of  the  fowlers." 
Or,  if  you  will  be  insensible  of  this,  ye  vain  men,  yet  be  sensible  that  an 
English  squadron  hath  not  brought  among  us  the  tremendous  pestilence, 
under  which  a  neighbouring  plantation  hath  undergone  prodigious  desola- 
tions.    Boston,  'tis  a  marvellous  thing  a  plague  baa  not  laid  thee  desolate! 
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Our  deliverance  from  our  friends  has  been  as  fall  of  astonishing  mercy, 
as  our  deliyerance  from  our  foes.  We  read  of  a  certain  city  in  Isa.  xhs. 
18,  called,  "The  city  of  Destruction."  Why  so?  some  say,  because  deliv- 
ered from  destruction.  If  that  be  bo,  then  bast  thou  been  a  city  of 
destruction:  or  I  will  rather  say,  a  city  of  salvation:  and  this  by  the  help 
of  God;  because  "his  mercy  endureth  for  ever."  Shall  I  go  on?  I  will. 
"We  have  not  had  the  bread  of  adversity  and  the  luater  of  affliction,  like 
many  other  places.  But  yet  all  this  while  "our  eyes  have  seen  our 
teachers."  Here  are  several  "golden  candlesticks "  in  the  town.  "Shining 
and  burning  lights"  have  illuminated  them.  There  are  gone  to  shine  in 
an  higher  orh  seven  divines  that  were  once  the  stars  of  this  town,  in  the 
pastoral  charge  of  it;  besides  many  others,  that  for  some  years  gave  ns 
transient  influences.  Churches  flourishing  with  much  love,  and  peace,  and 
many  "comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  have  hitherto  been  oiir  greatest  glory. 
I  wish  that  some  sad  eclipse  do  not  come  ere  long  upon  this  ghry/  The 
dispensations  of  the  gospel  were  never  enjoyed  by  any  town  with  more 
liberty  and  purity  for  so  long  a  while  together.  Our  opportunities  to  draw 
near  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  his  ordinances,  cannot  be  paralleled. 
Boston,  thou  hast  been  lifted  up  to  heaven ;  there  is  not  a  town  upon  earth 
which,  on  some  accounts,  has  more  to  answer  for.  Such,  0  such  has  been 
our  help  from  our  God,  because  "his  mercy  endureth  for  ever," 

n.  Let  us  acknowledge  whose  help  it  is  that  we  have  received,  and 
not "  give  the  glory  of  our  God  unto  another."  Poorly  helped  had  we  been, 
I  may  tell  you,  if  we  had  none  but  humane  help  all  this  while  to  depend 
upon.  The  favours  of  our  superiors  we  deny  not;  we  forget  not  the 
instruments  of  our  help.  Nevertheless,  this  little  ovtcctst  Zion  shall,  with 
my  consent,  engrave  the  name  of  no  MAN  upon  her  Ebenezerl  It  was 
well  confessed  in  Psal,  cviii.  12,  "Vain  is  the  help  of  mani"  It  was  well 
counselled  in  Psal.  cxlvi.  3,  "  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the  son 
of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help," 

Wherefore,  first,  let  God  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Gheist  have  the  glory  of 
bestowing  on  us  all  the  help  that  we  have  had.  When  the  Spirit  of  God 
came  upon  a  servant  of  his,  he  cried  out  unto  David,  in  1  Chron,  xii,  18, 
"Thy  God  helpeth  thee."  This  is  the  voice  of  God  from  heaven  to  Boston 
this  day,  "Thy  God  hath  helped  thee:  thou  hast  by  thy  sin  destroyed  thy 
self,  but  in  thy  God  hath  been  thy  help."  A  great  man  once  building  an 
edifice,  caused  an  inscription  of  this  importance  to  be  written  on  the  gates 
of  it :  "  Such  a  place  planted  me,  such  a  place  watered  me,  and  Caesar  gave 
the  increase."  One  that  passed  by,  with  a  witty  sarcasm,  wrote  under  it, 
Hio  Deus  nihil  fecit;  i.  e.  "God,  it  seems,  did  nothing  for  this  man."  But 
the  inscription  upon  our  Ehenezer,  owning  what  help  this  town  hath  had, 
shall  say,  "Our  God  hath  done  all  that  is  done!"  Say  then,  0  helped 
Boston,  say  as  in  Psal.  cxxi.  2,  "My  help  is  from  the  Lord  which  made 
heaven  and  earth."     Say  as  in  Psal.  xciv.  17,  "  Unless  the  Lord  had  been 
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my  help,  my  soul  had  quickly  dwelt  in  silence."  And  boldly  say,  '"Tis 
only  because  the  Lord  has  been  my  helper,  that  earth  and  hell  have 
never  done  all  that  they  would  unto  me." 

Let  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  praised  as  our  blessed  helper!  that  stone 
which  the  foolish  hiild^s  have  refused,  Ohl  set  up  that  atone;  even  that 
high  rock:  set  l>im  on  high  in  our  praises,  and  say,  that  "(Aa(  is  our  Eben- 
ezer."  'Tis  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  in  his  infinite  compassions  for  the 
town  hath  said,  as  in  Isa.  Ixiii.  5,  "I  \odkedi,  and  there  was  none  to  help; 
therefore  my  own  arm  hath  brought  salvation  unto  it."  It  is  foretold  con- 
cerning the  idolatrous  Roman  Catholicks,  that  together  with  the  Lord  Jesua 
Christ,  they  shall  worship  other  Mauzxim;  that  is  to  say,  other  protectors. 
Accordingly,  all  their  towns  ordinarily  have  singled  out  their  protectors 
among  the  sainte  of  heaven;  such  a  saint  is  entitled  unto  i)a.G patronage  of 
such  a  town  among  them,  and  such  a  saint  for  another :  old  Boston,  by 
name,  was  but  Saint  Botolph's  town.  Whereas  thou,  O  Boston,  shalt  have 
but  ojie protector  in  heaven,  and  that  is  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Oh !  rejoice 
in  him  alone,  and  say,  "  the  Lord  is  my  fortress  and  my  deliverer !"  There 
was  a  song  once  made  for  a  town,  which  in  its  distresses  had  been  helped 
wonderously;  and  the  first  clause  in  that  song,  (yon  have  it  in  Isa.  xxvi. 
1,)  may  be  so  rendered :  "  We  have  a  strong  town ;  salvation  [or  Jesus  the 
Lord,  whose  name  hath  salvation  in  it]  will  appoint  walls  and  bulwarks," 
Truly  what  help  we  have  had  we  will  sing,  '"Tis  our  Jesus  that  hath 
appointed  them."  The  old  pagan  towns  were  sometimes  mighty  solicitous 
to  conceal  the  name  of  the  particular  god  that  they  counted  their  protector, 
Ke  ab  hosUhus  Muocaius,  alid  commigraret.*  But  I  shall  be  far  from  doing 
my  town  any  damage  by  publishing  the  name  of  its  protector;  no,  let  all 
mankind  know,  that  the  name  of  our  protector  is  Jesus  Ohsist:  for 
"among  the  gods  there  is  none  like  unto  thee,  0,  Lord:  nor  is  any  help 
like  unto  thine:  and  there  is  no  rock  like  to  our  God." 

Tea,  when  we  ascribe  the  name  of  helper  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
let  ua  also  acknowledge  that  the  name  is  not  sufiiciently  expressive,  emphat- 
ical  and  significant.  Lactantiua  of  old  blamed  the  heathen  for  giving  the 
highest  of  their  gods  no  higher  a  title  than  that  of  Jupiter,  or  Juvans  pater, 
i  e.  an  helping  faster ;  and  he  saya,  Non  intelligit  Divina  Benejida,  qui  se  a 
Deo  tantummodo  Juvariputat:  (the  kindnesses  of  God  are  not  understood 
by  that  man  who  makes  no  more  than  an  helper  of  him.)  Such  indeed  is 
the  penury  of  our  language,  that  we  cannot  coin  a  more  expressive  name. 
Nevertheless,  when  we  say,  the  Lord  Jesus  Chriot  hath  been  our  helper, 
let  us  intend  more  than  we  express;  "Lord,  thou  hast  been  all  unto  us." 

Secondly,  Let  the  sacrifice  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  most  explicitely 
have  the  glory  of  purchasing  for  us  all  our  help.  What  was  it  that  pro- 
cured an  Ebenezer  for  the  people  of  God?  We  read  in  2  Sam.  viL  9, 
"Samuel  took  a  sucking  lamb,  and  offered  it  a  burnt-offering  wholly  unto 
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the  Lord;  and  Samuel  cried  unto  the  Lord  for  Israel,  and  the  Lord  heard 
bim."  Shall  I  tell  you?  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  that  lamb  of  God ;  and 
he  has  been  a  lamb  slain  as  a  sacrifice ;  and  he  is  a  sacrifice  pleadable  aot 
only  {arpersonSf  but  also  for  peoples  that  belong  unto  him.  To  teach  us 
this  evangelical  and  comfortable  ■mystery,  there  was  a  sacrifice  for  the 
whole  congregation  prescribed  in  the  Mosaic  Pedagogy.  'Tis  notorious 
that  the  sins  of  this  town  have  been  many  sins,  and  mighty  sins;  the  "cry 
thereof  hath  gone  up  to  heaven,"  If  the  Almighty  God  should  from 
heaven  rain  down  upon  the  town  an  horrible  tempest  of  thnderbolts,  as  he 
did  upon  the  cities  "which  he  overthrew  in  his  anger,  and  repented  not," 
it  would  be  no  more  than  our  unrepented  sins  deserve.  How  comes  it 
then  to  pass  that  we  have  had  so  much  help  from  Heaven  after  all  ?  Truly 
the  sacrifice  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  been  pleaded  for  Boston,  and 
&ierrefore  say,  therefwe  it  is  that  the  town  is  not  made  a  sacrifice  to  the  ven- 
geance of  God,  God  sent  help  to  the  town  that  was  the  very  Jieart  and 
life  of  the  land  that  he  had  a  pity  for:  but  why  so?  He  said  in  Isa.  xxxvii. 
35,  "  I  will  defend  this  town,  to  save  it  for  my  servant  David's  sake."  Has 
this  town  been  defended  ?  It  has  been  for  the  sake  of  the  beloved  Jesus  : 
therefore  has  the  daughter  of  Boston  shaken  her  head  at  you,  O  ye  calami- 
ties that  have  been  imperiding  over  her  head.  0,  helped  and  happy  town  1 
thou  hast  had  those  believers  in  the  midst  of  thee,  that  have  pleaded  this 
with  the  gi'cat  God:  "Ahl  Lord,  thou  hast  been  more  honoured  by  the 
sufferings  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  than  thou  couldst  be  honoured  by 
overwhelming  this  town  with  all  the  plagues  of  thy  just  indignation.  If 
thou  wilt  spare,  and  feed,  and  keep,  and  help  this  poor  town,  the  sufferings 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  owned  as  the  prize  of  all  our  help."  'Tis 
this  that  hath  procured  us  all  our  help :  'tis  this  that  must  have  all  our  praise. 
Thirdly,  Let  the  Lord  be  in  a  special  manner  glorified  for  the  ministry 
of  his  good  angels,  in  that  help  that  has  been  ministered  unto  tis.  A  Jacob, 
lying  on  a  stone,  saw  the  angels  of  God  helping  him.  "We  are  setting  up 
an  Ebenezer;  but  when  we  lay  our  heads  and  our  thoughts  upon  the  atone, 
let  us  then  see,  the  angels  of  God  have  helped  us.  When  Macedonia  was 
to  have  some  help  from  God,  an  angel,  whom  the  apostle  in  Acts  xvi.  9, 
saw  habited  like  a  maw  of  Macedonia,  was  a  mean  of  its  being  brought  unto 
them.  There  is  abundant  cause  to  think  that  every  town  in  which  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  worshipped,  hath  an  angel  to  watch  over  it.  The 
primitive  Christians  were  perswaded  from  the;  scriptures  of  truth  to  make 
no  doubt  of  this,  Quod  per  dvitates  distrihuke  sunt  Angelorum  prafecturce.* 
When  the  capital  town  of  Judea  was  rescued  from  an  invasion,  we  read  in 
2  Kings  xix.  35,  "The  angel  of  the  Lord  went  out,  and  smote  the  camp 
of  the  Assyrians."  It  should  seem  there  was  an  angel  which  did  reside 
in,  and  preside  over  the  town,  who  went  out  for  that  amazing  exploit. 
And  is  it  not  likely,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  went  oct  for  to  smite 
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the  fleet  of  the  Assyrians  with  a  sickness,  which  the  last  summer  hindered 
their  invading  of  this  town?  The  angel  of  Boston  was  concerned  for  it! 
Why  have  not  the  destroyers  broke  in  upon  ua,  to  prey  upon  ns  with  sore 
destruction?  'Tis  because  we  have  had  a  wall  of  fire  about  ua;  that  is  to 
say,  a  guard  of  angels;  those  flames  of  fire  have  been  as  a  wall  unto  us. 
It  was  an  angel  that  helped  a  Daniel  when  the  lions  would  else  have 
swallowed  him  up.  It  was  an  angel  that  helped  a  Lot  out  of  the  fires 
that  were  coming  to  consume  his  habitation.  It  was  an  angel  that  helped 
an  Elias  to  meat  when  he  wanted  it.  They  were  angels  that  helped  the 
whole  people  of  God  in  the  wilderness  to  tiieir  daily  bread;  their  manna 
was  angel's  food:  and  is  it  nothing  that  such  angels  have  done  for  this 
town,  think  you?  Oh!  think  not  so.  Indeed,  if  we  should  go  to  thank 
the  angels  for  doing  these  things,  they  would  zealously  say,  "See  thou 
do  it  not!"  But  if  we  thank  their  Lord  and  outs  for  his  employing  them 
to  do  these  things,  it  will  exceedingly  gratifie  them.  Wherefore,  "Bless  ye 
the  Lord,  ye  his  angels ;  and  bless  the  Lord,  0  my  town,  for  those  his  angels" 
III.  Let  the  help  which  we  have  hitherto  had  fi-om  our  God,  encourage 
ua  to  hope  in  him  for  more  help  hereafter  as  the  matter  may  require. 
The  help  that  God  had  given  to  hia  people  of  old  was  commemorated,  as 
with  monumental  pillars,  conveying  down  the  remembrance  of  it  unto 
their  children.  And  what  for?  We  are  told  in  Psal.  Ixxviii.  7,  "That 
tliey  roight  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God."  I 
am  not  willing  to  say  how  much  this  town  may  be  threatned,  even  with 
an  ttUer  extirpation.  But  this  I  will  say,  the  motto  upon  all  our  Ebenezers 
is,  Hope  in  God!  Hope  in  God!  The  use  of  the  former  help  that  we 
have  had  from  God,  should  be  an  hope  for  fature  help  from  him,  that  is 
"a  present  help  in  the  time  of  trouble."  As  in  the  three  first  verses  of 
the  eighty-fifth  Psalm,  sis  times  over  there  occurs,  "Thou  hast,"  "Thou 
hast,"  all  to  losher  in.this,  "Therefore  thou  WII.T  still  do  so,"  0  let  our 
faith  proceed  in  that  way  of  arguing  in  2  Oor.  i.  10,  "The  Lord  hath 
delivered,  and  he  doth  dehver,  and  in  him  we  trust  that  he  will  still 
deliver."  We  are  to-day  writing,  "Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us;" 
let  ua  write  under  it,  "And  we  hope  the  Lord  has  more  help  for  us  in  the 
time  of  need  I"  It  may  be  some  are  purposing  suddenly  and  hastily  to 
leave  the  town  through  their  fears  of  the  straits  that  may  come  upon  it. 
But  I  would  not  have  you  be  too  a\idden  and  hasty  in  your  purposes,  as 
too  many  have  been  unto  their  afw-sorrow.  There  was  a  time  when  people 
were  so  discouraged  about  a  svisist&nce  in  the  principal  town  of  the  Jews, 
that  they  talked  of  plucking  up  stakes,  and  flying  away;  but  the  minister 
of  God  came  to  them,  (and  so  do  I  to  you  this  day!)  saying,  in  Isa.  xxs. 
7,  "I  cried  concerning  this,  their  strength  is  to  sit  still!"  Boston  was  no 
sooner  come  to  some  consistence  threescore  years  ago,  but  the  people  found 
themselves  plunged  into  a  sad  non-plus  what  way  to  take  for  a  sulsistmce. 
Godthen  immediately  put  them  into  a  way,  and  "hitherto  the  Ijord  has 
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helped  us!"  The  town  is  at  this  day  full  of  widows  and  orphans,  and  a 
multitude  of  them  are  very  helpless  creatures.  I  am  astonished  how  they 
live!  In  that  church  whereof  I  am  the  servant,  I  have  counted  the  wid- 
ows make  about  a  sixth  part  of  our  communicants,  and  no  doubt  in  the 
whole  town  the  proportion  differs  not  very  much.  Now  stand  still,  ray 
friends,  and  behold  the  help  of  God!  Were  any  of  these  ever  starved 
yet?  Ko:  these  widows  are  every  one  in  some  sort  provided  for.  And 
let  me  tell  you,  ye  handmaids  of  the  Lord,  you  shall  be  still  provided  for! 
The  Lord,  v/hosQ  family  you  belong  unto,  will  conveniently  and  wonder- 
fully provide  for  you;  if  you  say,  and  OhI  say  of  him,  "The  Lord  is  my 
helper;  I  will  not  fear!" 

What  shall  I  say?  When  Moses  was  ready  to  faint  in  his  prayers  for 
his  people,  we  read  in  Exod.  xvii.  12,  "They  took  a  stone,  and  put  it 
under  him."  Christians,  there  are  some  of  you  who  abound  in  prayers, 
that  the  help  of  God  may  be  granted  unto  the  town;  the  town  is  much 
upheld  by  those  prayers  of  yours.  Now,  that  you  may  not  faint  in  your 
prayers,  I  bring  you  a  stone:  the  stone,  'tis  our  Ebenezer;  or,  the  relation 
of  the  help  that  hitherto  the  Lord  hath  given  us. 

IV.  Let  all  that  bear  public  offick  in  the  town  contribute  aU  the  help 
they  can,  that  may  continue  the  help  of  God  unto  us.  Austin,  in  his  Cbn~ 
^sions,  gives  thanks  to  God,  that  when  he  was  a  helpless  infant,  he  had 
a  nurse  to  help  him,  and  one  that  was  both  able  and  willing  to  help  him. 
Infant-Boston,  thou  hast  those  whom  the  Bible  calls  wwr§w£-/at^s.  Oh, 
be  not  froward,  as  thou  art  in  thy  treating  of  thy  nurses ;  but  give  thanks 
to  God  for  them.  I  forget  my  self;  'tis  with  the  fathers  themselves  that 
I  am  concerned. 

When  it  was  demanded  of  Demosthenes,  what  it  was  that  so  long  pre- 
served Athens  in  a  flourishing  state,  he  made  this  answer:  "The  orators 
are  men  of  learning  and  wisdom,  the  magistrates  do  justice,  the  citizens 
love  quiet,  and  the  laws  are  kept  among  tiiem  all."  May  Boston  flourish 
in  such  happy  order! 

And  first,  you  may  assure  yourselves  that  the  iiinistees  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  among  you  will  be  joyful  to  approve  themselves,  as  the  Book 
of  God  has  called  them,  "The  helpers  of  your  joy."  0,  our  dear  flocks, 
we  owe  you  our  all;  all  our  love,  all  our  strength,  all  our  time;  we  watch 
for  you  as  those  that  must  give  an  account;  and  I  am  very  much  mistaken 
if  we  are  not  willing  to  dw  for  you,  too,  if  called  unto  it.  If  our  Lord 
Jesua  Christ  should  say  to  us,  "  My  servant,  if  you'll  die  to-night,  you  shall 
have  this  reward:  the  people  that  you  preach  to  shall  be  all  converted 
unto  mel"  I  thinlc  we  should  with  triumphing  souls  reply,  "Ah!  Lord, 
then  I'll  die  with  all  my  heart."  Sirs,  we  should  go  away  "rejoycingwith 
joy  unspeakable  and  fall  of  glory,"  I  am  satisfied  that  the  most  furious 
and  foul-mouthed  revder  that  God  may  give  any  of  us  to  be  buffeted 
withal,  if  he  will  but  come  to  sober  thoughts,  he  wUl  say,  That  there  ia 
Vor,  I. -7 
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not  any  one  man  in  the  town,  bnt  the  ministers  wish  that  man  as  well  as 
they  do  their  own  souls,  and  would  gladly  serve  that  man  by  day  or  hy 
night,  in  any  thing  tliat  in  were  possible  to  do  for  bim.  Wherefore,  0  our 
beloved  people,  I  beseech  you.  leave  off,  leave  off  to  throw  stones  at  your 
Bbenezers.  Instead  of  that,  ^ra^/^/OT' ms,  and  "strive  together  with  us  in 
your  prayers  to  God  for  us."  Then  with  the  help  of  Christ  we'll  promise 
you  we  will  set  our  selves  to  observe  what  special  truths  may  be  most 
needful  to  be  inculcated  upon  you,  and  we  will  inculcate  them.  We  will 
set  our  selves  to  observe  the  temptaiwTis  that  beset  you,  the  afflictions  that 
a^ault  you,  and  the  duties  that  are  incumbent  on  you;  and  we  will  accom- 
modate our  selves  unto  them.  We  will  set  our  selves  to  observe  what 
souls  among  you  do  call  for  our  more  particular  addresses,  and  we  will 
address  them  Mthfully,  and  even  travel  in  Urth  for  them.  Nor  will  we 
give  over  praying,  and  fasting,  and  crying  to  our  great  Loed  for  you 
until  we  die.  "Whatever  other  helpers  the  town  enjoys,  they  shall  have 
that  convenience  in  Ezra  v.  2,  "With  them  were  the  prophets  of  God, 
helping  them."  Well,  then,  let  the  rest  of  our  worthy  helpers  lend  an 
helping  hand  for  the  promoting  of  those  things  wherein  the  weal  of  the 
town  is  wrapped  up  1  When  the  Jews  thought  that  a  defiling  thing  was 
breaking  in  among  them,  in  Acts  xxi.  28,  "  They  cried  out,  Men  of  Israel, 
helpl"  Truly  there  is  cause  to  malie  that  cry,  "Men  of  Boston,  hei^l" 
for  ignorance,  and  prophaneness,  and  bad  living,  and  the  worst  things  in 
the  world,  are  breaking  in  upon  us. 

And  now  will  the  Justices  of  the  town  set  themselves  to  consider, 
How  they  may  help  to  suppress  all  growing  vices  among  us  ? 

Will  the  Constables  of  the  town  set  themselves  to  consider,  How  they 
may  help  to  prevent  all  evil  orders  among  us? 

There  are  some  who  have  the  eye  of  the  town  so  much  upon  them,  that 
the  very  name  of  Towks-men  is  that  by  which  they  are  distinguished. 
Sirs,  will  yon  also  consider  how  to  help  the  affairs  of  the  town,  so  as  that 
aU  things  may  go  well  among  us? 

Moreover,  may  not  School-mastbrs  do  much  to  instil  principles  of 
religion  and  civility,  as  well  as  other  points  of  good  education,  into  the 
children  of  the  town?  Only  let  the  town  well  encourage  its  well-deserv- 
ing school- masters. 

There  are  some  officers;  but  concerning  aU,  there  are  these  two  things 
to  be  desired :  First,  it  is  to  be  desired  that  such  of&cers  as  are  chosen  nmong 
us,  may  be  chosen  in  the  fear  of  God.  May  none  bnt  pious  and  prudent 
men,  and  such  as  love  the  town,  be  chosen  to  serve  it.  And,  secondly,  it 
is  to  be  desired  that  officers  of  several  sorts  would  often  come  together  for 
consultation, '  Bach  of  the  sorts  by  themselves,  may  they  often  come  together 
to  consult,  "What  shall  we  do  to  serve  the  town  in  those  interests  which 
are  committed  unto  our  charge?"  Oh!  what  a  deplorable  thing  will  it  be 
for  persons  to  be  entrusted  with  talents,  (your  opportunities  to  serve  the 
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town  are  ao  many  talents!)  and  they  never  seriously  consider,  "What  good 
shall  I  do  with  my  talents  in  the  place  where  God  hath  stationed  me?" 

And  will  the  Rbpebsentativbb  of  the  town  he  considered  among  the 
rfest,  as  entrusted  with  some  siagular  advantages  for  our  help?  The  Lord 
give  you  understanding  in  all  thingsl 

V.  God  help  the  town  to  manifest  all  that  piety,  which  a  town  so  helped 
of  him  is  obliged  unto !  When  the  people  of  God  had  been  carried  by 
his  help  through  their  difficulties,  they  set  up  stones  to  keep  in  mind  how 
he  had  helped  them;  and  something  was  written  on  the  stones:  but  what 
was  written?  see  Josh.  viii.  32,  "Joshua  wrote  upon  the  stones  a  copy  of 
the  law."  Truly  upon  those  Ebenezers  which  we  set  up,  we  should  write 
the  law  of  our  God,  and  recognize  the  obhgations  which  the  help  of  our 
God  has  laid  upon  us  to  beep  it. 

We  are  a  very  unpardonable  town,  il^  after  all  the  help  which  our  God 
has  given  us,  we  do  not  ingenuously  enquire,  "  What  shall  we  render  to 
the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits?"  llender  I  Oh  I  let  us  our  selves  thus  answer 
the  enquiry:  "Lord,  we  will  render  all  possible  and  filial  obedience  unto 
thee,  because  hitherto  thou  hast  helped  us:  only  do  thou  also  help  us  to 
render  that  obedience!"  Mark  what  I  say:  if  there  be  so  much  as  one 
prayerkss  house  in  such  a  town  as  this,  'tis  inexeusablel  How  inexcusable 
then  will  be  all  flagitio^is  outrages  ?  There  was  a  town  ('twas  the  towu 
of  Sodom!)  that  had  been  wonderfully  saved  out  of  the  hands  of  their 
enemies.  But  after  the  help  that  God  sent  unto  them,  the  town  went  on 
to  sin  against  God  in  very  prodigious  instances.  At  last  a  provoked  God 
sent  a  fire  upon  the  town  that  made  it  an  eternal  desolation.  Ah,  Boston, 
beware,  beware,  lest  the  sins  of  Sodom  get  footing  in  theel  And  what 
were  the  sins  of  Sodom?  We  find  in  Ezek.  xvi.  49,  "Behold,  this  was 
the  iniquity  of  Sodom ;  pride,  fulness  of  bread,  and  abundance  of  idleness 
was  in  her;  neither  did  she  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor  and  the 
needy;"  there  was  much  oppression  there.  If  you  know  of  any  scandal- 
ous disorders  in  the  town,  do  all  you  can  to  suppress  them,  and  redress 
them ;  and  let  not  those  that  send  their  sons  hither  from  other  parts  of  the 
world,  for  to  be  improved  in  virtue,  have  caiiae  to  complain,  "That  after 
they  came  to  Boston,  they  lost  what  little  virtue  was  before  budding  in 
them;  that  in  Boston  they  grew  more  debauched  and  more  malignant 
than  ever  they  were  before!"  It  was  noted  concerning  the  femous  town 
of  Port-Koyal  in  Jamaica,  which  you  know  was  the  other  day  swallowed 
up  in  a  stupendous  earthquake,  that  just  before  the  earthquake  the  people 
were  violently  and  scandalously  set  upon  gomg  to  Fortime-ielkrs  upon  all 
occasions:  much  notice  was  taken  of  this  impiely  generally  prevailing 
among  the  people :  but  none  of  those  wretched  Fortune-tellers  could  foresee 
or  forestal  the  direful  catastrophe.  I  have  heard  that  there  are  Fortune- 
tellers in  this  town  sometimes  consulted  by  some  of  the  sinful  inhabitants. 
I  wish  the  town  could  be  made  too  hot  for  theae  dangerous  transgressors. 
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I  am  sure  the  preservation  of  the  town  from  horrendous  earthquakes,  J3 
one  thing  that  bespeaks  our  Ebenezera;  'tia  from  the  merciful  Jielp  of  our 
God  unto  ua.  But  beware,  I  beseech  you,  of  those  provoking  evils  that 
may  expose  us  to  a  plague,  exceeding  all  that  are  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  Deuteronomy.  Let  me  go  on  to  say,  What  I  shall  there 
be  any  bawdy-houses  in  such  a  town  as  this  I  It  may  be  the  neighbours, 
that  could  smoke  them,  and  rout  them,  if  they  would,  arc  loth  to  stir,  for 
fear  of  being  reputed  ill  neighbours.  But  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  are 
ill  neighbours  because  you  do  it  not.  AU  the  neighbours  are  like  to  have 
their. children  and  servants  poisoned,  and  their  dwellings  laid  in  ashes, 
because  you  do  it  not.  And,  Oh!  that  the  drinking-houses  in  the  town 
might  once  come  under  a  laudable  regulation.  The  town  has  an  enormous 
number  of  them;  will  the  haunters  of  those  houses  hear  the  counsels  of 
Heaven?  For  you  that  are  the  town-dwellers,  to  be  oft  or  long  in  your 
visits  of  the  ordinary,  'twill  certainly  expose  you  to  mischie:^  more  than 
ordinary.  I  have  seen  certain  taverns,  where  the  pictures  of  horrible 
devourers  were  hanged  out  for  the  signs;  and,  thought  I,  'twere  well  if 
such  signs  were  not  sometimes  too  significant:  alas,  men  have  their  estates 
devoured,  their  names  devoured,  their  hours  devoured,  and  their  very  souls 
devoured,  when  they  are  so  besotted  that  they  are  not  in  their  element, 
except  they  be  tipling  at  such  houses.  When  once  a  man  is  bewitched 
with  the  ordinary,  what  usually  becomes  of  him?  He  is  a  gone  man; 
and  wheii  he  comes  to  die,  he  will  cry  out,  as  many  have  done,  "Ale- 
houses are  hell-houses!  ale-hoitfes  are  hell-housesi"  But  let  the  owners 
of  those  houses  also  now  hear  our  counsels,  "Oh!  hearken  to  me,  that 
God  may  hearken  to  you  another  day!"  It  is  an  honest,  and  a  lawfid, 
though  it  may  not  be  a  very  dedrabh  employment,  that  you  have  under- 
taken :  you  may  glorifie  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  your  employment  if  you 
wOl,  and  benefit  the  town  considerably.  There  was  a  very  godly  man 
that  was  an  innkeeper,  and  a  great  minister  of  God  could  say  to  that  man, 
in  3  John  2,  "Thy  soul  prospereth."  0  let  it  not  be  said  of  you,  since 
you  are  fiillen  into  this  employment,  "Thy  soul  witherethi"  It  is  thus 
with  too  many :  especially,  when  they  that  get  a  license  perhaps  to  sell 
drink  out  of  doors,  do  stretch  their  license  to  sell  within  doors.  Those 
private  houses,  when  once  a  professor  of  the  gospel  comes  to  steal  a  living 
out  of  them,  it  commonly  precipitates  them  into  an  abundance  of  wretch- 
edness and  confusion.  But  I  pray  God  assist  you  that  keep  ordinaries,  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  God  in  them.  There  was  an  Inn  at  Bethle- 
hem where  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  to  be  met  withal.  Can  Boston 
boast  of  many  such?  Alas,  too  ordinarily  it  may  be  said,  "there  is  no 
room  for  him  in  the  InnI"  My  friends,  let  me  beg  it  of  you,  banish  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness  from  your  houses,  and  then  the  sun  of  right- 
eousness will  shine  upon  them.  Don't  countenance  drunkenness,  revelling, 
and  mis-spending  of  precious  time  in  your  houses;  let  none  have  the  snaves 
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of  death  laid  for  them  in  your  houses.  You'll  say,  "I  shall  starve  thenl" 
I  saj',  "Better  starve  than  sin:"  but  you  shall  not.  It  is  the  word  of  the 
Must  High,  "Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be 
fed.''  And  is  notp^ace  of  conscience,  with  a  little,  better  than  those  riches 
that  will  shortly  melt  away,  and  then  run  like  scalding  metal  down  the 
very  bowels  of  thy  soul? 

What  shall  I  say  more?  There  is  one  article  of  pieti/  more  to  be 
recommended  unto  us  all ;  and  it  is  an  article  which  all  piety  does  exceed- 
ingly turn  upon,  that  is,  the  sanctification  of  the  Lord's  day.  Some 
very  judicious  persons  have  observed,  that  as  "they  sanctify  the  Lord's 
day,  remissly  or  carefully,  just  so  their  affairs  usually  prospered  all  the 
ensuing  week."  Sirs,  you  cannot  more  consult  the  pro.'^perity  of  the  town, 
in  all  its  affairs,  than  by  endeavouring  that  the  Lord's  day  may  be  exem- 
plarily  sanctified.  "When  people  about  Jerusalem  took  too  much  liberty 
on  the  Sabbath,  the  ruler  of  the  town  contended  with  them,  and  said,  "Yo 
bring  wrath  upon  Israel,  by  prophaning  the  Sabbath."  I  fear — I  fear  there 
are  many  among  us,  to  whom  it  may  be  said,  "Ye  bring  wrath  upon  Bos- 
ton, by  prophaning  the  Sabbath."  And  what  wrath?  Ah,  Lord,  prevent 
it !  But  there  is  an  awful  sentence  in  Jer.  xvii.  27,  "If  ye  will  not  hearken 
unto  me,  to  sanctifle  the  Sabbath  day,  then  will  I  kindle  a  fire  on  the  town, 
and  it  shall  devour,  and  shall  not  be  quenched." 

Finally,  Let  the  piety  of  the  town  manifest  it  self  in  a  due  regard  unto 
the  Institutions  of  Him  whose  help  has  httJierto  been  a  shield  unto  us. 
Let  the  ark  be  in  the  town,  and  God  will  bless  the  town  I  I  believe  it  may 
be  found,  that  in  the  mortal  scourges  of  heaven,  whiqh  this  town  has  felt, 
there  has  been  a  discemable  distinction  of  those  that  have  come  up  to 
attend  all  the  ordinances  ol  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  communion  of 
his  churches.  Though  these  have  had,  as  'tis  fit  they  should,  a  share  in 
the  common  deaths,  yet  the  destroying  angel  has  not  had  so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  these  in  his  commission,  as  he  has  had  of  others.  Whether  iJm 
be  so,  or  no,  to  uphold,  and  support,  and  attend  the  ordinances  of  ihe 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  reforming  churches,  this  will  entitle  the  town  to  the 
help  of  heaven;  for,  "Upon  the  glory  there  shall  be  a  defence!"  There 
were  the  victorious  forces  of  Alexander,  that  in  going  backward  and  for- 
ward, passed  by  Jerusalem  without  hurting  it.  Why  so?  Said  the  Lord 
in  Zech.  ix.  8,  "I  will  encamp  about  my  house,  because  of  the  army." 
If  our  God  have  an  hmise  here,  he'll  encamp  about  it.  Nazianzen,  a  famous 
minister  of  the  gospel,  taking  his  farewel  of  Constantinople,  an  old  man 
that  had  sat  under  his  ministry,  cried  out,  "Oh!  my  lather,  don't  you  dare 
to  go  away:  you'll  carry  the  whole  Trinity  with  you  I"  How  much  more 
may  it  be  cried  out,  "  If  we  lose  or  slight  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  forego  the  help  of  all  the  Trinity  with  them  I" 

VI.  Extraordinary  equity  and  chaeity,  as  well  as  pieti/,  well  becomes 
a  town  that  hath  been  by  the  help  of  God  so  extraordinarily  signalized. 
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A  town  marvellously  helped  by  God,  has  this  foretold  concerning  it,  in 
laa.  i.  26,  "Afterward  thou  shalt  be  called,  the  city  of  righteousness,  the 
faithful  city."  May  the  Ebenezers  of  this  town  render  it  a  town,  of  equity, 
and  a  town  of  charity  I  Oh  I  there  should  be  none  but  fair  dealings  in  a 
town  wherewith  Heaven  has  dealt  ao  favourably.  Let  us  deal  fairly  in 
bargains;  deal  fairly  in  taxes;  deal  fairly  in  paying  respects  to  such  as 
have  been  benefactors  unto  the  town.  'Tis  but  equity,  that  they  who 
have  been  old  slanders  in  the  town,  and  both  with  person  and  estate  served 
the  town  unto  the  utmost  for  many  years  together,  should  on  all  proper 
occasions  be  considered.  Tor  charity — -I  may  indeed  speak  it  without  flat- 
tery— ^thia  town  has  not  many  equals  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  from  heaven  wrote  unto  the  good  people  of  a  town  in  the 
lesser  Asia,  [Bev.  ii.  19,]  "I  know  thy  works  and  charity,"  From  that 
ble^ed  Lord  I  may  venture  to  bring  that  message  unto  the  good  people 
of  this  town;  "the  glorious  Lord  of  heaven  knows  thy  works,  0  Boston, 
and  all  thy  charity."  This  is  a  poor  town,  and  yet  it  may  be  said  of 
the  Eostonians,  as  it  was  of  the  Macedonians,  "their  deep  poverty  hath 
abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their  liberality."  0  ye  bountiful  people  of 
God,  all  your  daily  bounties  to  the  needy,  all  your  subscriptions  to  send 
the  bread  of  life  abroad  unto  places  that  are  perishing  in  wickedness,  all 
your  collections  in  your  assemblies  as  often  as  they  are  called  for;  "all 
these  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God!"  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  heaven  hath  beheld  your  helpfulness,  and  readiness  to  every 
good  work;  and  he  hath  requited  it  with  his  helpful  Ebenezers.  It  was 
said,  in  Isa.  xxxii.  8,  "The  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal 
things  he  shall  stand."  There  are  some  in  this  town  that  are  always 
devising  liberal  things,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  lets  the  town  stand  for 
the  sake  of  those  I  Instead  of  exhorting  you  to  augment  your  charity,  I 
will  rather  utter  an  exhortation,  or  at  least  a  supplication,  that  yon  may 
not  abuse  your  charity  by  misapplying  of  it.  I  remember  I  have  read, 
that  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  Pisa  being  asked  why  their  town  so  went, 
as  it  then  did,  unto  decay?— he  fetched  a  deep  sigh,  and  said,  "Our  young 
men  are  too  prodigal,  our  old  men  are  too  affectionate,  and  we  have  no 
punishnaent  for  those  that  spend  their  years  in  idleness."  Ah!  the  last 
etroak  of  that  complaint  I  must  here  sigh  it  over  again.  Idleness,  alas! 
idJmess  increases  in  the  town  exceedingly;  idleness,  of  which  there  never 
came  any  goodness!  idleness,  which  is  a  "reproach  to  any  people,"  We 
work  hard  all  summer,  and  the  drones  count  themselves  wronged  if  they 
have  it  not  in  the  winter  divided  among  them.  The  poor  that  can't  work, 
are  objects  for  your  hberality.  But  the  poor  that  can  work  and  loon't,  the 
best  liberality  to  them  is  to  make  them.  I  beseech  you,  sirs,  find  out  a 
method  quickly,  that  the  idle  persona  in  the  town  may  earn  their  bread ; 
it  were  the  best  piece  of  charity  that  could  be  shown  unto  them,  and  equity 
unto  us  all.     Our  beggars  do  shamefully  grow  upon  us,  and  such  beggars. 
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too,  as  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  hath  expr^sly  ibrbidden  us  to  couii- 
teimnce.  I  have  read  a  printed  sermon  which  was  preached  before  "both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London,  and  the 
Assembly  of  Divines;"  the  greatest  audience  then  in  the  world:  and  in 
that  sermon  the  preacher  had  this  passage:  "I  have  lived  in  a  country 
where  in  seven  years  I  never  sawr  a  beggar,  nor  heard  an  oath,  nor  looked 
upon  a  drunkard."  Shall  I  tell  you  where  that  Utopia  was?  'Twaa  New- 
England  I     But  they  that  go  from  hence  must  now  tell  another  story. 

VIL  May  the  clianges,  and  especially  the  jtidgmenis  that  have  come  upon 
the  town,  direct  us  what  help  to  petition  from  the  "  God  of  our  salvations." 
The  Israelites  had  formerly  seen  dismal  things,  where  they  now  set  up 
their  Ebenezer;  the  Philistines  had  no  less  than  twice  beaten  them  there, 
and  there  taken  from  them  the  Ark  of  God.  Now  we  are  setting  up  our 
Ebenezer,  let  us  a  httle  call  to  mind  some  dismal  things  that  we  have  seen; 
the  Ebenezer  will  go  up  the  better  for  it. 

We  read  in  1  Sam.  vi.  18,  concerning  "the  great  atone  of  Abel."  Some 
say,  that  Adam  erected  that  stone,  as  a  grave-stone  for  his  Abel,  and  wrote 
that  epitaph  upon  it,  "Here  was  poured  out  the  blbod  of  the  righteous 
Abel."  I  know  nothing  of  tliis;  the  names,  I  know,  differ  in  the  original; 
but  as  we  may  erect  many  a  stone  for  an  Ebenezer,  so  we  may  erect  many 
a  great  stone  of  Abel,  that  is  to  say,  we  may  write  mourning  and  soreow 
upon  the  condition  of  the  town  in  various  examples.  Now  from  the  stones 
of  Abel,  we  will  a  little  gather  what  we  should  wish  to  write  upon  the 
stones  of  our  Ebenezer, 

What  clumges  have  we  seen  in  point  of  religion  I  It  was  noted  by  Luther, 
he  "could  never  see  good  order  in  the  church  last  more  than  fiiieen  yea,rs 
together  in  the  purity  of  it."  Blessed  be  God,  religion  hath  here  flourished 
in  the  ^uri'iy  of  it  for  more  ih&^  fifteen  years  together.  But  certainly  the 
power  of  Godliness  is  now  grievously  decayed  among  us.  As  the  prophet 
of  old  exclaimed,  in  Joel  i.  2,  "Hear  this,  ye  old  men,  and  give  ear,  ye 
inhabitants!  has  this  been  in  your  days?"  Thus  may  I  say,  "Hear  this, 
ye  old  men,  that  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  town:  can't  you  remember 
that  in  your  days,  a  prayerful,  a  watchful,  a  fruitful  Christian,  and  a  well- 
governed  family,  waa  a  more  common  sight,  than  it  is  now  in  mir  dm/sP 
Can't  you  remember  that  in  your  days  those  abominable  things  did  not 
show  t/teir  heads,  that  are  now  barefaced  among  us?  Here  then  is  a  petition 
to  be  made  unto  our  God:  "Lord,  help  us  to  remember  whence  we  are 
fallen,  and  to  repent,  and  to  do  the  first  works  I" 

Again,  What  changes  have  we  seen  in  point  o£  mortality?  By  mortality 
almost  all  the  old  race  of  our  first  planters  here  are  carried  off;  the  old 
stock  is  in  a  manner  expired.  We  see  the  fulfilment  of  that  word  in  Eccl. 
i.  i,  "One  generation  passeth  away,  and  another  generation  cometh."  It 
would  be  no  unprofitable  thing  for  you  to  pass  over  the  several  streets,  and 
call  to  mind,  who  lived  here  so  many  years  agof    Why?     In  that  place  lived 
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Buchanone.  "Bu-t,  where  are  thep  now?  Ohl  theyaregone;  theyaregone 
into  that  eternal  world,  whither  we  must  quickly  follow  them.  Here  is 
another  petition  to  be  made  unto  God :  "Lord,  help  us  to  number  our  days, 
and  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom,  that  when  the  places  that  now  know  us, 
do  know  us  no  more,  we  may  begone  into  the  city  of  God!" 

Furthermore,  What  changes  have  we  seen  in  point  of  possessions?  If 
some  that  are  now  rich  were  once  low  in  the  world,  'tis  possible,  more  that 
were  once  rich  are  now  brought  very  low.  Ah!  Boston,  thou  hast  seen  the 
Tanity  of  all  worldly  possessions.  One  fatal  morning,  which  laid  fourscore 
of  thy  dwelling-houses,  and  seventy  of  thy  ware-houses,  in  a  ruinous  heap, 
not  nineteen  years  ago,  gave  thee  to  read  it  in  fiery  characters.  And  an 
huge  j^ei  of  thy  vessels,  which  they  would  make  if  they  were  all  together, 
that  have  miscarried  in  the  late  war,  has  given  thee  to  read  more  of  it. 
Here  is  one  petition  move  to  he  made  unto  our  God:  "Lord,  help  ua  to 
ensure  a  better  and  a  lasting  substance  in  heaven,  and  the  good  part  that 
cannot  be  taken  away." 

In  fine,  how  dreadfully  have  the  young  peiyple  of  Boston  perished  under 
the  jtidgmenis  of  God!  A  renowned  writer  among  the  Pagans  could  make 
this  remark;  there  was  a  town  so  irreligious  and  atheistical,  that  they  did 
not  pay  their  first-fruits  unto  God;  {which  the  Ughi  of  nature  taught  the 
Pagans  to  do!)  and,  says  he,  they  were  by  a  sudden  desolation  so  strangely 
destroyed,  that  there  were  no  remainders  either  of  the  persons,  or  of  tlie 
houses,  to  be  seen  any  more.  Ah,  my  young  fpllis,  there  are  few  first-fruits 
paid  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  among  you.  From  hence  it  comes  to  pass, 
that  the  consuming  wrath  of  God  is  every  day  upon  you.  New-England 
has  been  like  a,  totlering  house,  thevery  foundations  of  it  ha,veheen  shaking; 
but  the  house  thus  oversetting  by  the  whirlwinds  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
hath  been  like  Job's  house:  "It  falls  upon  the  young  men,  and  they  are 
dead !"  The  disasters  on  our  young  folks  have  been  so  multiplied,  that  there 
are  few  parents  among  us  but  what  will  go  with  wounded  hearts  down 
nnto  their  graves:  their  daily  moans  are,  "Ah,  my  son,  cut  off  in  his 
youth!  My  son,  my  son  1"  Behold  then  the  Ae?p  that  we  are  to  ask  of  our 
God;  and  why  do  we,  with  no  more  days  of  prayer  with  fasting,  ask  it? 
"Lord,  help  the  young  people  of  Boston  to  remember  thee  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,  and  satisfie  unto  the  survivors  the  terrible  things  that  have 
come  upon  so  many  of  that  generation." 

And  now  as  Joshua,  having  reasoned  with  hia  people  a  httle  before  he 
died,  in  Josh.  xxiv.  26,  27,  "took  a  great  stone,  and  set  it  up,  and  said  unto 
all  the  people.  Behold,  this  stone  shall  be  a  witness  unto  you,  lest  ye  deny 
your  God;"  thus  we  have  been  this  day  setting  up  a  stone,  even  an 
Ebenezer,  among  you;  and  I  conclude,  earnestly  testifying  unto  you, 
Behold  this  stone  shall  be  a  witness  unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Chcist 
has  been  a  good  Lord  unto  you,  and  if  you  seek  Iiim,  he  will  be  still  found 
of  you ;  but  if  you  forsake  hhn,  he  will  east  you  off  for  ever. 
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TwEHE  to  be  wished  tiiat  there  might  never  be  any  English  translation  of  that  wioked 
iMsition  in  Machiavel,  Non  reqtdri  in  Principe  veram  jnelalem,  sed  sincere  ilUiis  quwidam 
nmbram,  el  simuUationem  Exiermtm.*  It  may  be  there  never  was  any  region  under  lieaven 
happier  than  poor  New-England  hath  been  in  Ma^tratea,  whose  true  piety  was  worthy  to 
be  made  the  acample  of  after-agea. 

Happy  haat  thou  been,  0  land !  in  Mngiatrntes,  whose  disposiKon  to  serve  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  unto  whom  they  atili  considered  themselves  accountable,  answered  the  good  rule  of 
Agapetus, "  Quo  quis  in  Eepubliea  Mi^'orem  JHgnilalis  gradum  adeptiis  est,  eo  Deum  Coia( 
jSu6missiiis.-"t  Magistjates,  whose  disposition  to  serve  the  people  that  chose  them  to  rule 
over  them,  argued  them  sensible  of  that  great  stroak  in  Cicero,  "  Nulla  re  propius  Homines 
ad  Deum  Aceedunt,  qiutm.  mlvie  Hominibus  danda.-l  Ma^strates,  acted  in  their  administrations 
by  the  spirit  of  a  Joshua,  When  the  wise  man  observes  unto  us,  "  That  oppressions  make 
a  wise  man  mad,"  it  may  be  worth  considering,  whether  the  oppressor  Is  not  intended  rather 
than  the  oppressed  in  the  observation.  Tis  very  certain  that  a  disposUion  to  oppress  other 
men,  does  often  make  those  tlmt  are  otherwise  very  uitse  men,  to  forget  the  rules  of  reason, 
and  commit  most  unreasonable  exorbitancies.  Rehoboam  in  some  things  acted  wisely;  but 
this  admonition  of  his  inspired  fether  could  not  restrain  him  from  acting  madly,  when  the 
spirit  of  oppression  was  upon  him.  The  rnlera  of  New-England  have  been  loise  men,  whom 
that  spirit  of  oppresMon  betrayed  not  into  this  madness. 

The  father  of  Themistoclea  djsswading  him  from  government,  showed  him  the  old  oars 
which  the  mariners  had  now  thrown  away  upon  the  sea-shorea  with  neglect  and  contempt; 
and  said,  "That  people  would  certainly  treat  their  old  rulers  with  the  same  contempt" 
But,  reader,  let  us  now  take  up  our  old  oars  with  all  possible  respect,  and  see  whether  we 
cannot  still  make  use  of  thera  tfl  serve  our  little  vessel.  But  this  the  rather,  because  we 
may  with  an  easie  turn  cliangc  the  name  into  that  of  pilots. 

The  word  Giovekbmekt,  properly  signifies  iiis  guidance  of  a  skip:  Tuliy  uses  it  for  that 
purpose;  and  in  Plutarch,  lie  art  of  sleerir^  a  ship,  is,  Ti;^^  ?fw?[pt,rnu.  New-England  is 
a  little  ship,  which  hath  weathered  many  a  terrible  storm ;  and  it  is  but  reasonable  that  they 
who  have  sat  at  the  helm  of  the  ship,  should  be  remembred  iii  the  kisiciry  of  its  deliverances. 

Prudentins  calls  Judges,  "The  great  lights  of  the  sphere;"  Symmachus  calls  Judges, 
"The  better  part  of  mankind."  Reader,  thou  art  now  to  be  entertained  wiUi  the  Lives  of 
Judges  which  have  deserved  that  character.  And  the  Lives  of  those  who  have  been  called 
^>eaking  laws,  will  excuse  our  History  from  coming  under  ihe  observation  made  about  the 
work  of  Homer,  That  the  word  Law,  is  never  so  much  as  once  occuring  in  them.  They 
are  not  written  like  the  Cyrus  of  Xenophon,  like  the  Alexander  of  Curtius,  like  Virgil's 
jEneos,  and  like  Pliny's  TV^an:  but  the  reader  hath  in  everyone  of  them  a  real  and  a  faith- 
ful History.  And  I  please  my  self  with  hopes,  ihat  there  will  yet  be  found  among  the  sons 
of  New-England,  those  yonng  gentlemen  by  whom  the  copies  ^ven  in  this  History  will  be 
written  after;  and  that  saying  of  old  Chauuer  be  remembred,  "To  do  the  genteel  deeds,  that 
makes  the  gentleman." 

'  Tme  ploty  la  auperfluouB  la  a  prince :  it  1b  enough  If  he  uanme  ila  acmhlonce  and  outward  show. 

t  Thu  loftltir  the  station  one  reecbes  hi  the  governmeitt,  Ihe  Imei- Hhnuld  be  his  devullou  to  the  service  of  Gi>d. 

t  Men  approach  nearnt  to  the  character  ot  God  in  doing  good  to  mankind. 
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THE  LIFE  OP  ■WILLIAM  BRADFORD,  ESIJ.,  GOVEENOUK  OF  PLYMOUTH  COLONY, 

Omnium  Somnos  ilUue  vigilantia  dcjendit;  omnium  alium,  illius  Labors  omniam  Delitias,  illius 
Industria;  omnium  vacatianem,  iUiaa  occapaiio^~ 

§  1.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  some  observation,  that  althougli  Yorkshire 
be  one  of  the  largest  shires  in  England ;  yet,  for  all  the  fires  of  martyrdom 
which  were  Mndled  in  the  days  of  Queen  Mary,  it  afforded  no  more  juel 
than  one  poor  Leaf;  namely,  John  Leaf,  an  apprentice,  who  suffered  for 
the  doctrine  of  the  Reformation  at  the  same  time  and  stake  with  the  famous 
John  Bradford,  But  when  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  would  not  admit 
the  Eeformation  of  worship  to  proceed  unto  those  degrees,  which  were 
proposed  and  pursued  by  no  small  number  of  the  faithful  in  those  days, 
Yorkshire  was  not  the  least  of  the  shires  in  England  that  afforded  suffering 
witnesses  thereunto.  The  Churches  there  gathered  were  quickly  molested 
with  such  a  raging  persecution,  that  if  the  spirit  of  separation  in  them  did 
carry  them  unto  a  further  extream  than  it  should  have  done,  one  blameable 
cause  thereof  will  be  found  in  the  extremity  of  that  persecution.  Their 
troubles  made  that  cold  country  too  hot  for  them,  so  that  they  were  under 
a  necessity  to  seek  a  retreat  in  the  Low  Countries;  and  yet  the  watchful 
malice  and  fury  of  their  adversaries  rendred  it  almost  impossible  for  them 
to  find  what  they  sought.  Eor  them  to  leave  their  native  soil,  their  lands 
and  their  friends,  and  go  into  a  strange  place,  where  they  must  hear  foreign 
language,  and  live  meanly  and  hardly,  and  in  other  imployments  than 
that  of  husbandry,  wherein  they  had  been  educated,  tJiese  must  needs  have 
been  such  discouragements  as  could  have  been  conquered  by  none,  save 
those  who  "sought  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  there- 
of."    But  that  which  would  have  made  these  discouragements  the  more 
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unconquerable  unto  an  ordinary  faith,  was  the  terrible  zeal  of  their  ene- 
mies to  guard  all  ports,  and  searcli  all  ships,  that  none  of  them  should  be 
carried  of£  I  will  not  relate  the  sad  things  of  this  kind  then  seen  and 
faU  by  th^  people  of  God ;  but  only  cxemplifie  those  trials  with  one  short 
story.  Divers  of  this  people  having  hired  a  Dutchman,  then  lying  at 
Hull,  to  carry  them  over  to  Holland,  he  promised  faithfully  to  take  them 
in  between  Grimsly  and  Hull;  but  they  coming  to  the  place  a  day  or  two 
too  soon,  the  appearance  of  such  a  multitude  alarmed  the  officers  of  the 
town  adjoining,  who  came  with  a  great  body  of  soldiers  to  seize  upon 
them,  Kow  it  happened  that  one  boat  full  of  men  had  been  carried  aboard, 
while  the  women  were  yet  in  a  bark  that  lay  aground  in  a  creek  at  low 
water.  The  Dutchman  perceiving  the  storm  that  was  thus  beginning 
ashore,  swore  by  the  sacrament  that  he  would  stay  no  longer  for  any  of 
them;  and  so  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind  then  blowing,  he  put 
out  to  sea  for  Zealand.  The  women  thus  left  near  Grimsly- common, 
bereaved  of  their  husbands,  who  had  been  hurried  from  them,  and  forsaken 
of  their  neighbours,  of  whom  none  durst  in  this  fright  stay  with  them, 
were  a  very  rueful  spectacle;  some  crying  £ovfear,  some  shaking  for  cold, 
all  dragged  by  troops  of  armed  and  angry  men  from  one  Justice  to  another, 
till  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  them,  they  even  dismissed  them  to  shift 
aa  well  as  they  could  for  themselves.  But  by  their  singular  affi-ictions,  and 
by  their  Christian  hdiavtows,  the  cause  for  which  they  exposed  themselves 
did  gain  considerably.  In  the  mean  time,  the  men  at  sea  found  reason 
to  be  glad  that  their  families  were  not  with  them,  for  they  were  surprized 
with  an  horrible  tempest,  which  held  them  for  fourteen  days  together,  in 
seven  whereof  they  saw  not  sun,  moon  or  star,  but  were  driven  upon  the 
coast  of  Norway.  The  mariners  often  despaired  of  life,  and  once  with 
doleful  shrieks  gave  over  all,  as  thinking  the  vessel  was  foundred:  but 
the  vessel  rose  again,  and  when  the  mariners  with  sunk  hearts  often  cried 
out,  "We  sink!  we  sinkl"  the  passengers,  without  such  distraction  of 
mind,  even  while  the  water  was  running  into  their  mouths  and  ears, 
would  chearfally  shout,  "Yet,  Lord,  thou  canst  save!  Yet,  Lord,  thou 
canst  save!"  And  the  nJord  accordingly  brought  them  at  last  safe  unto 
their  desired. haven:  and  not  long  after  helped  their  distressed  relations 
thither  after  them,  where  indeed  they  found  upon  almost,  all  accounts  a 
new  world,  but  a  world  in  which  they  found  that  they  must  live  like 
strangers  and  pilgi-ims. 

g  2.  Among  those  devout  people  was  our  William  Bradford,  who  was 
born  Anno  1588,  in  an  obscure  village  called  Ansterfleld,  where  the  people 
were  as  unacquainted  with  the  Bible,  as  the  Jews  do  seem  to  have  been 
with  'part  of  it  in  the  days  of  Josiah;  a  most  ignorant  and  licentious 
■people,  and  Wee  unto  ffieir  priest.  Here,  and  in  some  other  places,  he  had 
a  comfortable  inheritance  left  him  of  his  honest  parents,  who  died  while 
he  was  yet  a  child,  and  cast  him  ou  the  education,  first  of  his  grand 
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parents,  and  then  of  his  uncles,  who  devoted  him,  like  his  ancestors,  niito 
the  affairs  of  husbandry.  Soon  a  long  sickness  kept  him,  as  he  wonld 
afterwards  thankfully  say,  from  the  vanities  of  youth,  and  made  him  the 
fitter  for  what  he  was  afterwards  to  undergo.  When  he  was  about  a 
dozen  years  old,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  began  to  cause  great 
impressions  npon  him;  and  those  impressions  were  much  assisted  and 
improved,  when  he  came  to  enjoy  Mr.  Eichard  Clifton's  illuminating 
ministry,  not  far  from  his  abode ;  he  was  then  also  farther  befriended,  by 
being  brought  into  the  company  and  fellowship  of  such  as  were  then 
called  professors;  though  the  young  man  that  brought  him  into  it  did 
after  become  a  prophane  and  wicked  apostate.  Nor  could  the  wrath  of 
his  uncles,  nor  tJie  scoff  of  his  neighbours,  now  turned  upon  him,  as  one 
of  the  Puritans,  divert  him  from  his  pious  inclinations. 

§  3.  At  last,  beholding  how  fearfully  the  evangelical  and  apostolical 
church-form,  wbereinto  the  churches  of  the  primitive  times  were  cast  by 
the  good  spirit  of  God,  had  been  deformed  by  the  apostacy  of  the  suc- 
ceeding times;  and  what  little  progress  the  Reformation  had  yet  made  in 
many  parts  of  Christendom  towards  its  recovery,  he  set  himself  by  read- 
ing, by  discourse,  by  prayer,  to  learn  whether  it  was  not  his  duty  to  with- 
draw from  the  communion  of  the  parish- assemblies,  and  engage  with  some 
society  of  the  faithful, 'that  should  keep  close  unto  the  written  toord  of 
God,  as  the  ruh  of  their  worship.  And  after  many  distresses  of  mind 
concerning  it,  he  took  up  a  very  deliberate  and  understanding  resolution, 
of  doing  so ;  which  resolution  he  chearfully  prosecuted,  although  the  pro- 
voked rage  of  his  friends  tried  all  the  ways  imaginable  to  reclaim  him 
from  it,  unto  all  whom  his  answer  was ; 

"Were  I  like  to  endanger  my  life,  or  consume  my  estate  by  any  ungodly  conraea,  your 
coanaele  to  me  were  very  sensonaLle;  but  you  know  that  I  have  been  diligent  jind  provi- 
dent in  my  calling,  and  not  only  deairoua  to  augment  whnt  I  have,  but  nlso  to  enjoy  it  in 
your  company;  to  part  from  which  will  be  na  great  a  croas  ns  can  befal  me.  NevcrtheleaB, 
to  keep  a  good  conscience,  and  wall;  in  such  a  way  aa  God  has  prescribed  in  his  Word,  is  a 
thing  which  I  must  prefer  before  you  all,  and  above  life  it  self.  Wherefore,  since  'tia  for  a 
good  cause  that  I  am  like  to  suffer  the  disasters  which  you  lay  before  me,you  have  no  cause 
to  be  either  angry  with  me,  or  sorry  for  me;  yea,  I  am  not  only  willing  to  Jiait  with  every 
tiling  that  is  dear  t«  me  in  this  world  for  this  cauae,  but  I  ant  also  thankful  that  God  has 
given  me  an  heart  to  do,  and  will  accept  mc  so  to  suffer  for  him." 

Some  lamented  him,  some  derided  him,  all  disswaded  him:  neverthe- 
less, the  more  they  did  it,  the  more  fixed  he  was  in  his  purpose  to  seek 
the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  where  they  should  be  dispensed  with  most 
of  the  com'/nanded  pwrity;  and  the  sudden  deaths  of  the  chief  relations 
which  thus  lay  at  him,  quickly  after  convinced  him  what  a  folly  it  hud 
been  to  have  quitted  his  profession,  in  expectation  of  any  satisfaction 
from  them.     So  to  Holland  he  attempted  a  removal, 

§  4.  Having  with  a  great  company  of  Christians  hired  a  ship  to  trans- 
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port  them  for  Holland,  the  master  perfidiously  betrayed  tliem  into  the 
hands  of  those  persecutors,  who  rifled  and  ransacked  their  goods,  and 
clapped  their  persons  into  prison  at  Boston,  where  they  lay  for  a  month 
together.  But  Mr.  Bradford  being  a  young  man  of  about  eighteen,  waa 
dismissed  sooner  than  the  rest,  so  that  within  a  while  he  had  opportunity 
with  some  others  to  get  over  to  Zealand,  through  perils,  both  by  h,nd 
and  sea  not  inconsiderable;  where  he  was  not  long  ashore  ere  a  viper 
Seized  on  his  hand — that  is,  an  officer — who  carried  him  unto  the  magis- 
trates, unto  whom  an  envious  passenger  had  accused  him  as  having  ^t? 
out  of  England.  When  the  magistrates  understood  the  true  cause  of  his 
coming  thither,  they  were  well  satisfied  with  him;  and  so  he  repaired 
joyfully  unto  his  brethren  at  Amsterdam,  where  the  difficulties  to  which 
he  afterwards  stooped  in  learning  and  serving  of  a  Erenchraan  at  the 
working  of  silks,  were  abundantly  compensated  by  the  delight  where- 
with he  sat  under  the  shadow  of  our  Lord,  in  his  purely  dispensed  ordi- 
nances. At  the  end  of  two  years,  he  did,  being  of  age  to  do  it,  convert 
his  estate  in  England  into  money ;  but  setting  up  for  himself,  he  found 
some  of  his  designs  by  the  providence  of  God  frowned  upon,  which  he 
judged  a  corred,ion  bestowed  by  God  upon  him  for  certain  decays  of  inter- 
nal piety,  whereinto  he  had  fallen;  the,  consumption  of  his  estate  he 
thought  came  to  prevent  a  consumption  in  his  virtue.  But  after  he  had 
resided  in  Holland  about  half  a  score  years,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
bore  a  part  in  that  hazardous  and  generous  enterprise  of  removing  into 
New-England,  with  part  of  the  English  church  at  Leyden,  where,  at  their 
first  landing,  his  dearest  consort  accidentally  falling  ov.erboard,  was  drowned 
in  the  harbour;  and  the  rest  of  his  days  were  spent  in  the  services,  and 
the  temptations,  of  that  American  wilderness. 

I  5.  Here  was  Mr.  Bradford,  in  the  year  1621,  unanimously  chosen  the 
governour  of  the  plantation;  the  difficulties  whereof  were  such,  that  if 
he  had  not  been  a  person  of  more  than  ordinary  piety,  wisdom  and 
courage,  he  must  have  sunk  under  them.  He  had,  with  a  laudable  indus- 
try, been  laying  up  a  treasure  of  experiences,  and  he  had  now  occasion 
to  use  it:  indeed,  nothing  but  an  experienced  man  could  have  been  suitable 
to  the  necessities  of  the  people.  The  potent  nations  of  the  Indians,  into 
whose  country  they  were  come,  would  have  cut  them  off,  if  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  his  conduct  had  not  quelled  them ;  and  if  his  prudence,  jus- 
tice and  moderation  had  not  over-ruled  them,  they  had  been  ruined  by 
their  own  distempers.  One  specimen  of  his  demeanour  is  to  this  day 
particularly  spoken  of.  A  company  of  young  fellows  that  were  newly 
arrived,  were  very  unwilling  to  comply  with  the  governour's  order  for 
working  abroad  on  the  publick  account;  and  therefore  on  Christmas-day, 
when  he  had  called  upon  them,  they  excused  themselves,  with  a  pretence 
that  it  was  against  their  conscience  to  worh  such  a  day.  The  governour 
gave  them  no  answer,  only  that  he  would  spare  them  till  they  were  better 
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informed;  but  by  and  by  he  found  them  all  a,\plny  iu  the  street,  sporting 
themselves  with  various  diversions;  whereupon  commanding  the  instru- 
ments of  their  gaines  to  he  taten  from  them,  he  effectually  gave  them  to 
understand,  ^^  That  it  was  against  his  con.'<nence  iknt  (km/  should plai/  whilst 
others  were  at  worh:  and  that  if  they  had  any  devotion  to  the  day,  they 
should  show  it  at  home  in  the  exercises  of  religion,  and  not  in  the  streets 
with  pastime  and  irolicks;"  and  this  gentle  reproof  put  a  final  stop  to  all 
such  disorders  for  the  future. 

I  6.  For  two  years  together  after  the  beginning  of  the  colony,  whereof 
he  was  now  govemour,  the  poor  people  had  a  great  experiment  of  "man's 
not  living  by  bread  alone ;"  for  when  they  were  left  all  together  without 
one  morsel  of  bread  for  many  months  one  after  another,  still  the  good 
providence  of  God  relieved  them,  and  supplied  them,  and  this  for  the 
most  part  out  of  the  sea.  In  this  low  condition  of  affairs,  there  was  no 
little  exercise  for  the  prudence  and  patience  of  the  governour,  who  chear- 
fully  bore  Lis  part  in  all;  and,  that  industry  might  not  flag,  he  quickly 
set  himself  to  settle  ■propriety  among  the  new-planters;  foreseeing  that 
while  the  whole  country  laboured  upon  a  common  stock,  the  husbandry 
and  business  of  the  plantation  could  not  flourish,  as  Plato  and  others 
long  since  dreamed  that  it  would,  if  a  community  were  established.  Cer-. 
tainly,  if  the  spirit  which  dwelt  in  the  old  puritans,  had  not  inspired  these 
new-planters,  they  had  sunk  under  the  burden  of  these  difficulties;  but 
our  Bradford  had  a  double  portion  of  that  spirit. 

§  7,  The  plantation  was  quickly  thrown  into  a  storm  that  almost  over- 
whelmed it,  by  the  unhappy  actions  of  a  minister  sent  over  from  England 
by  the  adventurers  concerned  for  the  plantation;  but  by  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  on  the  conduct  of  the  governour,  they  weathered  out  that  storm. 
Only  the  adventurers  hereupon  breaking  to  pieces,  threw  up  all  their 
concernments  with  the  infant-colony;  whereof  they  gave  this  as  one 
reason,  "That  the  planters  dissembled  with  his  Majesty  and  their  friends 
in  their  petition,  wherein  they  declared  for  a  church-discipline,  agreeing 
with  the  French  and  others  of  the  reforming  churches  in  Europe." 
Whereas  'twas  now  urged,  that  they  had  admitted  into  their  communion 
a  person  who  at  his  admission  utterly  renounced  the  Churches  of  Eng- 
land, (which  person,  by  the  way,  was  tMi  very  man  who  had  made  the 
complaints  against  them,)  and  therefore,  though  they  denied  the  name,  of 
Brownists,  yet  they  were  the  thing.  In  answer  hereunto,  the  very  words 
written  hy  the  governour  were  these : 

"  Wheruaa  you  tax  us  with  dfesembliiig  about  the  JFVcticA  iisdflme,  you  do  U8  wrong,  for 
we  botb  hold  and  practice  the  iiscxpline  of  the  French  and  other  Reformed  Churohea  (aa 
they  have  published  the  same  in  the  Hfmmmy  of  Confesdons)  according  to  oar  means,  in 
effect,  and  substance.  But  whereas  you  would  tie  us  up  to  the  French  discipline  in  every 
drcumstaiice,  you  derogate  from  tiie  liberty  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  Apostle  Paul 
would  have  aoua  to  foUom  him  in  any  thing,  bnt  wher^  he  follows  Christ;  much  Iciss  ought 
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any  Chrialian  or  church  in  the  world  to  do  it.  The  Frencii  may  err,  we  may  err,  and  other 
chunihea  may  err,  and  doubtless  do  in  many  circumstances.  That  honour  therefore  belongs 
only  to  the  iv/aUibk  Word  of  God,  and  pure  Testament  of  CkrUl,  to  be  propounded  and 
followed  iis  the  only  rule  and  pattern  for  dbection  herein  to  all  uhurchea  and  Christians. 
And  it  is  too  great  orrognney  for  any  man  or  church  to  thihk  that  he  or  they  liave  so  sounded 
the  Word  of  God  unto  Uie  bottom,  as  precisely  to  set  dorni  the  church's  disejpluie  without 
error  in  auhatance  or  eireumstahce,  that  no  other  without  blame  may  digreas  or  differ  in  any 
thing  from  Wie  same.  And  it  ia  not  difficult  to  shew  that  the  Reformed  Chui'ches  differ  m 
many  circumstances  among  themselves. 

By  which  worda  it  appears  how  far  he  was  free  from  that  rigid  spirit 
of  separation,  which  broke  to  pieces  the  Separatists  themselves  in  the  Low 
Countries,  unto  the  great  scandal  of  the  reformiag  churches.  Ho  was 
indeed  a  person  of  a  well-tempered  spirit,  or  else  it  had  been  scarce  possible 
for  him  to  have  kept  the  affairs  of  Plymouth  in  so  good  a  temper  for 
thirty-seven  years  together;  in  every  one  of  which  he  was  chosen  their 
governour,  except  the  three  years  wherein  Mr.  Winslow,  and  the  two 
years  wherein  Mr.  Prince,  at  the  choice  of  the  people,  took  a  turn  with  him. 
I  8.  The  leader  of  a  people  in  a  wilderness  had  need  be  a  Mosesj  and 
if  a  Moses  had  not  led  the  people  of  Plymouth  Colony,  when  this  worthy 
person  was  their  governour,  the  people  had  never  with  so  much  unanim- 
ity and  importunity  still  called  him  to  lead  them.  Among  many  instances 
thereof,  let  this  one  piece  of  self-denial  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  him, 
wheresoever  this  History  shall  be  considered:  The  Patent  of  the  Colony 
was  taken  in  his  name,  running  in  these  terms:  "To  Wilham  Bradford, 
his  heirs,  associates,  and  assigns."  But  when  the  number  of  the  freemen 
was  much  increased,  and  many  new  townships  erected,  the  General  Court 
there  desired  of  Mr.  Bradford,  that  he  would  make  a  surrender  of  the 
samB  into  their  hands,  which  he  willingly  and  presently' assented  unto, 
and  confirmed  it  according  to  their  desire  by  his  hand  and  seal,  reserving 
no  more  for  himself  than  was  his  proportion,  with  others,  by  agreement. 
But  as  he  found  the  providence  of  Heaven  many  ways  recompensing  his 
many  acts  of  self-denial,  so  he  gave  this  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of 
the  divine  promises :  "  That  he  had  forsaken  friends,  houses  and  lands  for 
the  sake  of  the  gospel,  and  the  Lord  gave  them  him  again."  Here  he 
prospered  in  his  estate ;  and  besides  a  worthy  son  which  he  had  by  a  for- 
mer wife,  he  had  also  two  sons  and  a  daughter  by  another,  whom  he 
married  in  this  land. 

§  9.  He  was  a  person  for  study  as  well  as  action;  and  hence,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  through  which  he  pa^ed  in  his  youth,  he  attained 
unto  a  notable  skill  in  languages:  the  Dutch  tongue  was  become  almost 
as  vernacular  to  him  as  the  English;  the  French  tongue  he  could  also 
manage;  the  Latin  and  the  Greek  he  had  mastered;  but  the  Hebrew  he 
most  of  all  studied,  "Because,"  he  said,  "he  would  see  with  his  own  eyes 
the  ancient  oracles  of  God  in  their  native  beauty."  He  was  also  well 
skilled  in  History,  in  Antiquity,  and  in  Philosophy ;  and  for  Theology  he 
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became  so  versed  in  it,  that  lie  was  an  irrefragaljle  disputant  against  the 
errors,  especially  those  of  Anabaptism,  wbich  with  trouble  he  saw  rising 
m  his  colony;  wherefore  he  wrote  some  significant  things  for  the  confuta- 
tion of  those  errors.  But  the  crown  of  all  was  his  holy,  prayerful, 
watchful,  and  fruitful  walk  with  God,  wherein  he  was  very  exemplary. 

§  10.  At  length  he  fell  into  an  indisposition  of  body,  which  rendred 
him  unhealthy  for  a  whole  winter;  and  as  the  spring  advanced,  his  health 
yet  more  declined;  yet  he  felt  himself  not  what  he  counted  sick,  till  one 
day;  in  the  night  after  which,  the  God  of  heaven  so  filled  his  mind  with 
ineffable  consolations,  that  he  seemed  little  short  of  Paul,  rapt  up  unto 
the  unutterable  entertainments  of  Paradise.  The  next  morning  he  told 
his  friends,  "That  the  good  Spirit  of  God  had  given  him  a  pledge  of  his 
happiness  in  another  world,  and  the  first-fruits  of  his  eternal  glory;"  and 
on  the  day  following  he  died.  May  9,  1657,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age — ■ 
lamented  by  all  the  colonies  of  New-England,  as  a  common  blessing  and 
father  to  them  all. 

O  mihi  ai  Similia  Contingat  Clausula  VitiB," 

Plato's  brief  description  of  a  governour,  is  all  that  I  will  now  leave  as 
his  character,  in  an 

EPITAPH. 
Nali.Su;  Tpo^os  AyiXiis  nv^puiTiviie.f 


lPtee  n. 


nf,  quid  atilius,  qaid  prasi/itltiuB 


IS  Eligere,  «u?inno  prudentia  et  Virtate  preditoa,  guique  ad 
lion  Jjirgitionib-aa,  led   Virtate  et  Modealia  sibi  partrtt 


§  1.  The  merits  of  Mr  Edward  Winslow,  the  son  of  Edward  Winslow, 
Esq.,  of  Draughtwich,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  obliged  the  votes  of 
the  Plymothean  colony  (whereto  he  arrived  in  the  year  1624,  after  his 
prudent  and  faithful  dispatch  of  an  agency  in  England,  on  the  behalf  of 
that  infant  colony)  to  chnse  him  for  many  years  a  magistrate,  and  for  two 

*  O,  tbHt  lU^^a  end  may  ba  as  aweet  fo  me  1  f  A  Bhepberd-guatdlan  of  his  hiunon  toid. 

t  Amongst  all  auuh  things  os  tend  to  the  elubilitr  nod  happiness  of  a  eommonwealtS,  wh;it  ia  more  aalulary  or 
more  glorlona  than  lo  aaieet  men  for  office  wlio  will  HOquire  renown,  not  by  an  ambilious  chnae  for  honour,  or  by 
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or  three  their  governour.  Travelling  into  the  Low-Con  utries,  lie  fell  lato 
accjuaiiitance  with  the  English  church  at  Leyden,  and  joining  himself  to 
them,  he  shipped  himself  with  that  part  of  them  which  fiist  came  over 
into  America;  from  which  time  he  was  continually  engaged  in  such  extra- 
ordinary actions,  as  the  assistance  of  that  people  to  encounter  their  more 
than  ordinary  difficulties,  called  for.  But  their  puhlick  affairs  then 
requiring  an  agency  of  as  wise  a  man  as  the  country  could  iind  at  White- 
hall for  them,  he  was  again  prevailed  withal,  in  the  year  1635,  to  appear 
for  them  at  the  Council-board ;  and  his  appearance  there  proved  as  affectual, 
as  it  was  very  seasonabk,  not  only  for  the  colony  of  Plymouth,  hut  for 
the  Massachusets  also,  on  very  unportant  accounts.  It  was  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  upon  his  wary  and  proper  applications,  that  the  attempts  of 
many  adversaries  to  overthrow  the  whole  settlement  of  New-England, 
were  themselves  wholly  overthrown ;  and  as  a  small  acknowledgment  for 
his  great  service  therein,  they  did,  upon  his  return  again,  chuae  him  their 
governour.  But  in  the  year  1646,  the  place  of  governour  being  reasaumed 
by  Mr.  Bradford,  the  Massachuset-colony  addressed  themselves  unto  Mr. 
Winslow  to  take  another  voyage  for  England,  that  he  might  there  pro- 
cure their  deliverance  from  the  designs  of  many  troublesome  adversaries 
that  were  petitioning  unto  the  Parliament  against  them ;  and  this  Hercules 
ha^diig  been  from  his  very  early  days  a<?customed  unto  the  crushing  of 
that  sort  of  serpents,  generously  undertook  another  agency,  wherein  how 
many  good  services  he  did  for  New-England,  and  with  what  fidelity,  dis- 
cretion, vigour  and  success  he  pursued  the  interests  of  that  happy  people, 
it  would  make  a  large  history  to  relate— an  history  that  may  not  now  be 
expected  until  the  "resurrection  of  the  just."  After  this  he  returned  no 
more  unto  New-England ;  but  being  in  great  favour  with  the  greatest  per- 
sons then  in  the  nation,  he  fell  into  those  imployments  wherein  the  whole 
nation  fared  the  better  for  him.  At  length  he  was  imployed  as  one  of  the 
grand  commissioners  in  the  expedition  against  Hispaniola,  where  a  disease 
(rendred  yet  more  uneasie  by  his  dissatL'^faction  at  the  strange  miscarriage 
of  that  expedition)  arresting  him,  he  died  between  Domingo  and  Jamaica, 
on  May  8,  1655,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  life,  and  had  his  body  hon- 
ourably committed  unto  the  sea. 

§  2.  Sometimes  during  the  hje,  but  always  after  the  death  of  Governour 
Bradford,  even  until  his  own,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  was  chosen  Govbknour 
of  Plymouth.  He  was  a  gentleman  whose  natural  parts  exceeded  his 
acquired;  but  the  want  and  worth  of  acquired  parts  was  a  thing  so  sensible 
unto  him,  that  Plymouth  never  had  a  greater  Mecjenas  of  learning  in  it: 
it  was  he  that,  in  spite  of  much  contradiction,  procured  revenues  for  the 
support  of  grammar-schools  in  that  colony.  About  the  time  of  Govern- 
our Bradford's  death,  religion  it  self  had  like  to  have  died  in  that  colony, 
through  a  libertine  and  Brownistick  spirit  then  prevailing  among  the 
people,  and  a  strange  disposition  to  discountenance  the  gospel-ministry, 
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by  setting  up  the  "gifts  of  private  brethren"  in  opposition  thereunto, 
The  good  people  being  in  extream  distress  from  the  prospect  which  this 
matter  gave  to  them,  saw  no  way  so  likely  and  ready  to  save  the  churches 
from  min,  as  hy  the  election  of  Mr,  Prince  to  the  place  of  governour; 
and  this  point  being  by  the  gracious  and  marvellous  providence  of  the 
Lord  Jesua  Christ  gained  at  the  next  election,  the  adverse  party  from  that 
very  time  sunk  into  confusion.  He  had  sojourned  for  awhile  at  Eaatham, 
where  a  church  was  by  his  means  gathered;  but  after  this  time  he  returned 
unto  his  former  scituation  at  Plymouth,  where  he  resided  until  he  died, 
which  was  March  29, 1673,  when  he  was  about  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
Among  the  many  excellent  qualities  which  adorned  him  as  governour  of 
the  colony,  there  was  much  notice  taken  of  that  integrily,  wherewith  indeed 
he  was  most  exemplarily  qualified:  whence  it  was  that  as  he  ever  would 
refuse  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  irihe;  so  if  any  person  having  a  case 
to  be  heard  at  Oourt,  had  sent  a  present  unto  his  family  in  hia  ahsence, 
he  would  presently  send  back  the  value  thereof  in  money  unto  the  person. 
But  had  he  been  only  a  private  Christian,  there  would  yet  have  been  seen 
upon  him  those  ornaments  of  prayerfiilTiess,  and  peaceableness,  and  profound 
resignation  to  the  conduct  of  the  Word  pi  God,  and  a  strict  walk  with 
God,  which  might  justly  have  been  made  an  examph  to  a  whole  colony. 

§  3.  Header,  if  thou  wouidest  have  seen  the  true  picture  of  vnsdom,  cour- 
age, and  gene-rosity,  the  successor  of  Mr,  Thomas  Prince  in  the  government 
of  Plymouth  would  have  represented  it.  It  was  the  truly  honourable 
Josiah  Winslow,  Esq.,  the  first  governour  that  was  bom  in  New-England, 
and  one  well  worthy  to  be  an  example  to  all  that  should  come  after  him'; 
a  true  English  gentleman,  and  (that  I  may  say  all  at  once)  the  true  son  of 
that  gentleman  whom  we  parted  withal  no  more  than  two  paragraphs  ago. 
His  education  and  his  disposition  was  that  of  a  gentleman ;  and  his  many 
services  to  his  country  in  the  field,  as  well  as  on  the  bench,  ought  never 
to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  All  that  Homer  desired  in  a  ruler  was  in  the  life 
of  this  gentleman  expressed  unto  the  life;  to  be.  Fortes  in  Hostes,  and 
Bonm  in  Gives*  Though  he  hath  left  an  off-spring,  yet  I  must  ask  for 
one  daughter  to  be  remembred  above  the  rest.  As  of  old,  Epaminondas 
being  upbraided  with  want  of  issue,  boasted  that  he  left  behind  him  one 
daughter,  namely,  the  battel  of  Leuctra,  whichwould  render  him  immortal; 
BO  our  general  Winslow  hath  left  behind  him  his  battel  at  the  fort  of  the 
Narragansets,  to  immortalize  him:  there  did  he  with  his  own  swo^-d  make 
and  shape  s,pen  to  write  his  history.  But  so  large  &  field  of  merit  is  now 
before  me,  that  I  dare  not  give  my  self  the  liberty  to  range  in  it  lest  I  lose 
my  self.    He  died  on  Dec.  18,  1680. 

Jam  Cinis  est,  et  de  tarn  magno  reslat  AcJiilU 
Nencia  quid;  pamam  quod  nan  heae  eompleal  umam.t 
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I  4,  And  what  successor  had  lie?  Metbinks  of  the  two  last  words  in 
the  wonderfal  prediction  of  the  succession,  oracled  unto  King  Henry  VII., 
Leo,  Nullus,*  the  first  wotdd  have  well  suited  the  valiant  "Winslow  of 
Plymouth;  and  the  last  were  to  hare  heen  wished  for  him  that  followed. 


PATBES  COHSCRIPTI;t    OR,  ASSISTENTS. 

The  Gh>VBBN0UH9  of  New-England  have  still  had  "righteonsne^  the 
girdle  of  their  loins,  and  faithfulness  the  girdle  of  their  reins" — that  is  to 
say,  rtgkteom  and  faithful  men  about  them,  in  the  assistance  of  such  magis- 
trates as  were  called  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen  unto  the  administration 
of  the  government,  (according  to  their  charters)  and  made  the  judges  of  tJie 
land.  These  persons  have  been  such  members  of  the  churches,  and  such 
patrons  to  the  churches,  and  generally  been  such  examples  of  courage, 
wisdom,  justice,  goodness  and  religion,  that  it  is  iit  our  Church-History 
should  remember  them.  The  blessed  Apollonius,  who  in  a  set  oration 
generously  and  eloquently  pleaded  the  cause  of  Christianity  before  the 
Eoman  Senate,  was  not  only  a  learned  person,  but  also  (if  Jerom  say  right) 
a  Senator  of  Eome,  The  Senators  of  New-England  also  have  pleaded  the 
cause  of  Christianity,  not  so  much  by  ora/mns,  as  hy  practising  of  it,  and 
by  suffeHiig  for  it.  Nevertheless,  as  the  Sicyonians  would  have  no  other 
epitaphs  written  on  the  tombs  of  their  Kings,  but  only  their  names,  that 
they  might  have  no  honour  but  what  the  remembrance  of  their  actions 
and  merits  in  the  minds  of  the  people  should  procure  for  them ;  so  I  shall 
content  my  self  with  only  reciting  the  names  of  these  worthy  persons,  and 
the  times  when  I  find  them  first  chosen  unto  their  n 


MAGISTKATES   IN  THE  COLONY  OF  HEW-PLYMOUTir. 

The  good  people,  soon  after  their  first  coming  over,  chose  Mr.  William 

Bradford  for  their  governour,  and  added  five  assistents,  whose  names,  I 

suppose,  will  be  found  in  the  catalogue  of  them  whom  I  find  sitting  on 

the  seat  of  judgment  among  them,  in  the  year  1633. 
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Thus  far  we  find  in  a  book  entituled,  New-Engh,nd\?  Memorial  wMoli 
■was  pubiished  by  Mr.  Natbanael  Morton,  tlie  Secretary  of  Plymouth  colony, 
in  tlie  year  1669.     Since  then  there  have  been  added  at  several  times. 


CHAPTER   lY, 

NEHEMIAS    AMERICAMIIS.* 

THE  LIFE  OF  JOHN  WINTHEOF,  ESa,  GOVEitNOE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSET  COIONY, 

Qvicunqac  Ventl  erunt,  Ara  nostra  certe  rum  oleiii. — CicERO.t 

§  1.  Let  Greece  hoast  of  her  patient  Lycurgus,  the  lawgiver,  by  whom 
diligence,  temperance,  fortitude  and  wit  were  made  the  fashions  of  a 
therefore  long-lasting  and  renowned  commonwealth :  let  Rome  tell  of  her 
devont  Numa,  the  lawgiver,  by  whom  the  most  famous  commonwealth 
saw  peace  triumphing  over  extinguished  wax  and  cruel  plunders;  and 
murders  giving  place  to  the  more  mollifying  exercises  of  his  religion. 
Our  New-England  shall  tell  and  boast  of  her  Wintheop,  a  lawgiver  as 
patient  as  Lycurgua,  but  not  admitting  any  of  his  criminal  disorders;  as 
devout  as  Numa,  but  not  liable  to  any  of  hii  heathenish  madnesses ;  a  gov- 
emour  in  whom  the  excellencies  of  Christianity  made  a  most  improving 
addition  unto  the  virtues,  wherein  even  without  Hiosc  he  would  have  made 
&paraMel  for  the  great  men  of  Greece,  or  of  Rome,  which  the  pen  of  a 
Plutarch  has  eternized. 

§  2.  A  stock  of  heroes  by  right  should  afford  nothing  but  what  is  hero- 
ical;  and  nothing  but  an  estream  degeneracy  would  make  any  thing  less 
to  be  expected  from  a  stock  of  Winthrops.  Mr.  Adam  Winthrop,  the  son 
of  a  worthy  gentleman  wearing  the  same  name,  was  himself  a  worthy,  a 
discreet,  and  a  learned  gentleman,  particularly  eminent  for  skill  in  the 
law,  nor  without  remark  for  love  to  the  gospel,  under  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII.,  and  brother  to  a  memorable  favourer  of  the  reformed  reli- 
gion in  the  days  of  Queen  Mary,  into  whose  hands  the  famous  martyr 
Philpot  committed  his  papers,  which  afterwards  made  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  our  inartyr-hoolcs.  This  Mr,  Adam  Winthrop  had  a  son  of  the 
same  name  also,  and  of  the  same  endowments  and  imployments  with  his 
ifether;  and  this  third  Adam  Winthrop  was  the  father  of  that  renowned 
John  Winthrop,  who  was  the  fether  of  New-England,  and  the  founder  of 
a  colony,  which,  upon  many  accounts,  like  him,  that  founded  it,  may  chal- 
lenge the  first  place  among  the  English  glories  of  America,     Our  John 
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WiNTHEor,  thus  born  at  the  jnansion-house  of  his  ancestors,  at  Groton  in 
Saffolk,  on  Juno  12,  1587,  enjoyed  afterwards  an  agreeable  education. 
But  though  he  would  rather  have  devoted  himself  unto  the  study  of  Mr. 
John  Calvin,  than  of  Sir  Edward  Cook;  nevertheless,  the  accomplish- 
mente  of  a  lawyer  were  those  wherewith  Heaven  made  his  chief  oppor- 
tunities to  be  serviceable. 

§  3.  Being  made,  at  the  unusually  early  age  of  eighteen,  a  justice  of 
peace,  his  virtues  began  to  fall  under  a  more  general  observation ;  and 
he  not  only  so  bound  himself  to  the  behaviour  of  a  Christian,  as  to  become 
exemplary  for  a  conformity  to  the  laws  of  Christianity  in  his  own  conver- 
sation, but  also  discovered  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of  those  quali- 
ties which  adorn  an  officer  of  humane  society.  His  justice  was  impartial, 
and  used  the  ballaace  to  weigh  not  the  cash,  but  the  case  of  those  who 
were  before  him:  prosopohtria*  he  reckoned  as  bad  as  idolattia.-f  his  wis- 
dom did  exquisitely  temper  things  according  to  the  art  of  governing,  which 
is  a  business  of  more  contrivance  than  the  seven  arts  of  the  schools;  oyer 
still  went  before  terminer  in  all  his  administrations:  his  courage  made  him 
dare  to  do  right,  and  fitted  him  to  stand  among  the  lions  that  have  some- 
times been  the  supporters  of  the  throne:  all  which  virtues  he  rendred 
the  more  illustriona,  by  emblaaoning  them  with  the  constant  liberality 
and  hospitahty  of  a  gentleman.  This  made  him  the  terror  of  the  wicked, 
and  the  delight  of  the  sober,  the  envy  of  the  many,  but  the  hope  of  those 
who  had  any  hopeful  design  ia  hand  for  the  common  good  of  the  nation 
and  the  interests  of  religion. 

§  i.  Accordingly  when  the  noble  design  of  carrj-ing  a  colony  of  chosen 
people  into  an  American  wilderness,  was  by  some  eminent  persons  under- 
taken, this  eminent  person  was,  by  the  consent  of  all,  chosen  for  the 
Moses,  who  must  be  the  leader  of  so  great  an  undertaking:  and  indeed 
nothing  but  a  Mosaic  spirit  could  have  carried  him  through  the  tempta- 
tions, to  which  either  his  farewel  to  his  own  laud,  or  his  travel  ia  a 
strange  land,  must  needs  expose  a  gentleman  of  hia  education.  Where- 
fore having  sold  a  fair  estate  of  six.  or  saven  hundred  a  year,  he  trans- 
ported himself  with  the  eff'ects  of  it  into  New-England  in  the  year  1630, 
where  he  spent  it  upon  the  service  of  a  femous  plantation,  founded  and 
formed  for  the  seat  of  the  most  reformed  Ghristianity:  and  continued 
there,  conflicting  with  temptations  of  all  sorts,  as  many  years  as  the  nodes 
of  the  moon  take  to  dispatch  a  revolution.  Those  persons  were  never 
concerned  in  a  new  plantation,  who  know  not  that  the  unavoidable  diffi- 
culties of  such  a  thing  will  call  for  all  the  prudence  and  patience  of  a 
mortal  man  to  encounter  therewithal;  and  they  must  be  very  insensible 
of  the  influence,  which  the  just  wrath  of  Heaven  has  permitted  the  devils 
to  have  upon  this  world,  if'  they  do  not  think  that  the  difficulties  of  a 
new  plantation,  devoted  unto  the  evangelical  worship  of  our  Lord  Jesus 

*  Face-WDraliJp,  or  reepect  urpersona.  t  Mol-noraliip. 
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Christ,  must  be  yet  more  than  ordinary.  How  prudently,  how  f 
and  with  how  much  resignation  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  brave  Win 
throp  waded  through  these  difficulties,  let  posterity  consider  with  admi- 
ration. And  know,  that  as  the  picture  of  this  their  governour  was,  after 
bis  death,  hung  up  with  honour  in  the  state-house  of  his  country,  so  the 
wisdom,  courage,  and  holy  zeal  of  his  hfe,  were  an  example  well-worthy 
to.  be  copied  by\all  that  sh.all  succeed  him  in  government. 

§  5.  Were  he  now  to  be  considered  only  as  a  Christian,  we  might 
therein  propose  him  as  greatly  imitable.  He  was  a  very  religious  man; 
and  as  he  strictly  kept  his  hearty  so  he  kept  his  Aouse,  under  the  laws  of 
piety;  there  he  was  every  day  constant  in  holy  duties,  both  morning  and 
evening,  and  on  the  Lord's  days,  and  lectures;  though  he  wrote  not  after 
the  preacher,  yet  such  was  his  attention,  and  such  his  retention  in  hearing, 
that  he  repeated  unto  his  family  the  sermons  which  he  had  heard  in  the 
congregation.  But  it  is  chiefly  as  a  governour  that  he  is  now  to  be 
considered.  Being  the  governour  over  the  considerableat  part  of  New- 
England,  he  maintained  the  figure  and  honour  of  his  place  with  the 
spirit  of  a  true  gentleman ;  but  yet  with  auch  obliging  condescention  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  that  when  a  certain  troublesome  and 
malicioas  calumniator,  well  known  in  those  times,  printed  his  libellous 
nick-names  upon  the  chief  persons  here,  the  worst  nick-name  he  could 
find  for  the  governour,  was  John  Temper-well;  and  when  the  calumnies 
of  that  ill  man  caused  the  Arch-bishop  to  summon  one  Mr.  Cleaves  before 
the  King,  in  hopes  to  get  some  accusation  from  him  against  the  country, 
Mr.  Cleaves  gave  such  an  account  of  the  governour's  laudable  carriage  in 
all  respects,  and  the  serious  devotion  wherewith  prayers  were  both  pub- 
liekly  and  privately  made  for  his  Majesty,  that  the  King  expressed  him- 
self most  highly  pleased  therewithal,  only  sorry  that  so  worthy  a  person 
should  be  no  better  accommodated  than  with  the  hardships  of  America. 
He  was,  indeed,  a  governour,  who  had  most  exactly  studied  that  boot 
which,  pretending  to  teach  politicks,  did  only  contain  three  leaves,  and  but 
one  wm-d  in  each  of  those  leaves,  which  word  was,  Moderation.  Hence, 
though  he  were  a  zealous  enemy  to  all  vice,  yet  his  practice  was  according 
to  his  judgment  thus  expressed:  "In  the  infancy  of  plantations,  justice 
should  be  administered  with  more  lenity  than  in  a  settled  state ;  because 
people  are  more  apt  then  to  transgress;  partly  out  of  ignorance  of  new 
laws  and  orders,  partly  out  of  oppression  of  business,  and  other  straits. 
[Lento  Gradu]*  was  the  old  rule ;  and  if  the  strings  of  a  new  instrument 
be  wound  up  unto  their  heighth,  they  will  quickly  crack."  But  when 
some  leading  and  learned  men  took  offence  at  his  conduct  in  this  matter, 
and  upon  a  conference  gave  it  in  as  their  opinion,  "That  a  stricter  disci- 
pline was  to  be  used  in  the  beginning  of  a  plantation,  than  after  its  being 
with  more  age  established  and  confirmed,"  the  governour  being  readier 
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to  see  his  own  errors  tbaa  ot/ier  men's,  professed  hia  purpose  to  endeavour 
their  satisfaction  witli  less  of  lenity  in  his  administrations.  At  tliat  con- 
ference tliere  were  drawn  up  several  other  articles  to  bo  observed  between 
the  governour  and  the  rest  of  the  magistrates,  which  were  of  this  import: 
"That  the  magistrates,  as  far  as  might  be,  should  aforehand  ripen  their 
consultations,  to  produce  that  unanimity  in  their  pnblick  votes,  which 
might  make  them  hker  to  the  voice  of  God;  that  if  differences  fell  out 
among  them  in  their  publick  meetings,  tbey  should  speak  only  to  the  ease, 
without  any  reflection,  with  all  due  modesty,  and  but  by  way  of  question ; 
or  desire  the  deferring  of  the  cause  to  further  time;  and  after  sentence  to 
imitate  privately  no  dislike;  that  they  should  be  more  familiar,  friendly 
and  open  unto  each  other,  and  more  frequent  in  their  visitations,  and  not 
any  way  expose  each  other's  infirmities,  but  seek  the  honour  of  each 
other,  and  all  the  Court;  that  one  magistrate  shall  not  cross  the  proceed- 
ings of  another,  without  first  advising  with  him ;  and  that  they  should  in 
all  their  appearances  abroad,  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  prevent  all  con- 
tempt of  authority;  and  that  they  should  support  and  strengthen  all 
under  officers.  All  of  which  articles  were  observed  by  no  man  more 
than  by  the  governour  himself, 

§  6.  But  whilst  he  thus  did,  as  our  New-English  Nehemiah,  the  part 
of  a  ruler  in  managing  the  public  affairs  of  our  American  Jerusalem,  when 
there  were  Tobijahs  and  Sanballats  enough  to  ves  him,  and  give  him  the 
experiment  of  Luther's  observation,  Omnis  gw^'  regit  est  tanquam  signum,  in 
quod  omnia  jacula,  &i(an  et  Mundus  diriguni;*  he  jnade  himself  still  an 
exacter  paratkl  unto  that_§;ov:^noiir  of  lBrael^by"^oing  the  part  of  a  neigh- 
bour among  the  distressed  people  of  the  new  plantation.  To  teach  them  the 
frugality  necessary  for  those  times,  he  abridged  himself  of  a  thousand  com- 
fortable things,  which  he  had  allowed  himself  elsewhere :  his  habit  was  not 
that  Bofi  raiment,  which  would  have  been  disagreeable  to  a  wilderness; 
his  table  was  not  covered  with  the  superfluities  that  would  have  invited 
unto  sensualities :  water  was  commonly  hia  own  drink,  though  he  gave 
wine  to  others.  But  at  the  same  time  his  liberality  unto  the  needy  was 
even  beyond  measure  generous;  and  therein  he  was  continually  causing 
"the  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  to  come  upon  him,  and  the 
heart  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  to  sing  for  joyi"  but  none  more  than 
those  of  deceased  Ministers,  whom  he  always  treated  with  a  very  singular 
compassion ;  among  the  instances  whereof  we  still  enjoy  with  us  the  worthy 
and  now  aged  son  of  that  reverend  Higginson,  whose  death  left  his  family 
in  a  wide  world  soon  after  his  arrival  here,  publickly  acknowledging  the 
charitable  Winthrop  for  his  foster-fatJier.  It  was  ofl^entimes  no  small  trial 
unto  his  faith,  to  think  how  a  table  for  the  people  should  be  furnished 
when  they  first  came  into  the  wilderness  I  and  for  very  many  of  the  people 
his  own  good  works  were  needful,  and  accordingly  employed  for  the 

*  A  man  lu  nulhorlly  (s  n  lorgol,  at  which  Sulan  and  Ihe  world  launch  nLl  ihclr  dMis. 
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answering  of  bis  faith.  ladeed,  for  a  while  the  govemour  was  the  Joseph, 
unto  whom  the  whole  body  of  the  people  repaired  when  their  corn  failed 
them ;  and  he  continued  relieving  of  them  with  hia  open-handed  bounties, 
as  long  as  he  had  any  stock  to  do  it  with;  and  a  \ive}jJaitJi  to  see  the 
return  of  the  "bread  after  many  days,"  and  not  starve  in  the  days  that 
were  to  pass  till  that  return  should  be  seen,  ean'ied  him  chearfully  through: 
those  expences. 

Once  it  was  observable  that,  on  February  5,  1630,  wben  he  was  dis- 
tributing the  last  handful  of  the  meal  in  the  barrel  unto  a  poor  man. 
distressed  by  the  "wolf  at  the  door,"  at  that  instant  they  spied  a  ship 
arrived  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  laden  with  provisions  for  them  all.  Yea, 
the  governour  sometimes  made  his  own  private  purse  to  be  the  publick: 
not  by  suclcmg  into  it,  but  by  squee^ng  out  of  it;  for  when  the  publick 
treasure  had  nothing  in  it,  he  did  himself  defray  the  charges  of  the  pub- 
lick.  And  Laving  learned  that  lesson  of  our  Lord,  "that  it  is  better  to 
give  than  to  receive,"  he  did,  at  the  general  court,  when  he  was  a  third 
time  chosen  governour,  make  a  speech  unto  this  purpose:  "That  he  had 
received  gratuities  from  divers  towns,  which  he  accepted  with  much  com- 
fort and  content;  and  he  had  likewise  received  civilities  from  particular 
persons,  which  he  could  not  refuse  without  incivility  in  himself;  never- 
theless, be  took  them  with  a  trembling  heart,  in  regard  of  God's  word, 
and  the  conscience  of  his  own  infirmities;  and  therefore  he  desired  them 
that  they  would  not  hereafter  take  it  ill  if  he  refused  such  presents  for 
the  time  to  come."  "Pwaa  his  custom  also  to  send  some  of  his  family 
upon  errands  unto  the  bouses  of  the  poor,  about  their  meal  time,  on  pur- 
pose to  spy  whether  they  wanted;  and  if  it  were  found  that  they  wanted, 
he  would  make  that  the  opportunity  of  sending  supplies  unto  them.  And 
there  was  one  passage  of  his  charity  that  was  perhaps  a  little  unustial: 
in  an  hard  and  long  winter,  when  wood  was  very  scarce  at  Boston,  a  man 
gave  him  a  private  information  that  a  needy  person  in  the  neighbourhood 
stole  wood  sometimes  from  his  pile ;  whereupon  the  governour  in  a  seeming 
anger  did  reply,  "Doesheso?  ni  take  a  course  with  him ;  go,  call  that  man 
to  me;  I'll  warrant  you  I'll  cure  him  of  stealing,"  When  the  man  came, 
the  governour  considering  that  if  he  had  stolen,  it  was  more  out  of  neces- 
sity than  disposition,  said  unto  him,  "Friend,  it  is  a  severe  winter,  and  I 
doubt  you  are  but  meanly  provided  for  wood ;  wherefore  I  would  have 
you  supply  your  self  at  my  wood-pile  till  this  cold  season  be  over."  And 
he  then  merrily  asked  his  friends,  "Whether  he  had  not  effectually  cured 
this  man  of  stealing  his  wood?" 

§  7,  One  would  have  imagined  that  so  good  a  man  could  have  had  no 
enemies,  if  we  had  not  had  a  daily  and  woful  experience  to  convince  us 
that  goodness  it  self  will  make  enemies.  It  is  a  wonderful  speech  of  Plato, 
(in  one  of  his  books,  De  BepuUica,)  "  For  the  trial  of  true  vertue,  'tis  neces- 
sary that  a  good  man  ftvjSsv  mSi-tCiv,  So^w  s-^^i  tuv  fityi  tw  aSixias ;   Though 
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he  do  no  unjust  thing,  should  suffer  the  infamy  of  the  greatest  injustice." 
The  govemour  had  by  his  unspotted  integrity  procured  himself  a  great 
reputation  among  the  people;  and  then  the  crime  of  popularity  was  laid 
unto  his  charge  by  such,  who  were  willing  to  deliver  him  from  the  danger 
of  having  all  men  speah  well  of  Mm.  Yea,  there  were  persons  eminent 
both  for  figure  and  for  number,  unto  whom  it  was  almost  esamtial  to  dislike 
every  thing  that  came  from  him;  and  yet  he  always  maintained  an  ami- 
cable correspondence  with  them;  as  believing  that  they  acted  according 
to  their  judgment  and  conscience,  or  that  their  eyes  were  held  by  some 
temptation  in  the  worst  of  all  their  oppositions.  Indeed,  his  right  works 
were  so  many,  that  they  exposed  him  unto  the  envy  of  his  neighbours; 
and  of  such^oi^er  was  that  envy,  that  sometimes  he  could  not  stand  hcfore 
it;  but  it  was  by  not  standing  that  he  most  effectually  withstood  it  all. 
Great  attempts  were  sometimes  made  among  the  freemen  to  get  him  left 
out  from  his  place  in  the  government  upon  little  pretences,  lest  by  the  too 
frequent  choice  of  one  man,  the  government  should  cease  to  be  by  choice; 
and  with  a  particular  aim  at  him,  sermons  were  preached  at  the  anniver- 
sary Court  of  election,  to  disswade  the  freemen  from  chusing  one  man 
twice  together.  .This  was  the  reward  of  his  extraordinary  ser'viceableness / 
But  when  these  attempts  did  succeed,  as  they  sometimes  did,  his  profound 
humility  appeared  in  that  equality  of  mind,  wherewith  he  applied  himself 
chearfully  to  serve  the  country  in  whatever  station  their  votes  had  alloted 
for  him.  And  one  year  when  the  votes  came  to  be  numbered,  there  were 
found  six  less  for  Mr.  "Winthrop  than  for  another  gentleman  who  then 
stood  in  competition ;  but  several  other  persona  regularly  tendring  their 
votes  before  the  election  was  published,  were,  upon  a  very  frivolous 
objection,  refused  by  some  of  the  magistrates  that  were  afraid  lest  the 
election  should  at  last  fall  upon  Mr,  Winthrop:  which,  though  it  was 
well  perceived,  yet  such  was  the  self-denial  of  this  patriot,  that  he  would 
not  permit  any  notice  to  be  tahen  of  the  injury.  But  iJiese  trials  were 
nothing  in  comparison  of  those  harsher  and  harder  treats,  which  he  some- 
times had  from  the  frowardness  of  not  a  few  in  the  days  of  their  parox- 
isms; and  from  the  faction  of  some  against  him,  not  much  unlike  that  of 
the  Piaazi  in  Florence  against  the  family  of  the  Medices:  all  of  which 
he  at  last  conquered  by  conforming  to  the  famous  Judge's  motto,  Prudens 
gui  Paiiens*  The  oracles  of  God  have  said,  "Envy  is  rottenness  to  the 
bones;"  and  GuHelmus  Parisiensis  applies  it  unto  rulers,  who  are  as  it 
were  the  bones  of  the  societies  which  they  belong  unto:  "Envy,"  says  he, 
"  is  often  found  among  them,  and  it  is  rottenness  unto  them."  Our  Win- 
throp eneountred  this  m.vy  from  others,  but  conquered  it,  by  being  free 
from  it  himself 

§  8.  Were  it  not  for  the  sake  of  introducing  the  exemplary  skill  of  this 
wise  man,  at  giving  soft  a/nswers,  one  would  not  chuse  to  relate  those 
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instances  of  wrath  which  he  had  sometimes  to  encounter  with;  but  he 
was  for  his  gentleness,  hia  forbearance,  and  longanimity,  a  pattern  so 
worthy  to  be  written  after,  that  something  must  here  be  written  o/it.  He 
seemed  indeed  never  to  speak  any  other  language  than  that  of  Theodosius; 
"If  any  man  speak  evil  of  the  governour,  if  it  be  through  lightness,  'tis  to 
be  contemned ;  if  it  be  through  madness,  'tis  to  be  pitied ;  if  it  be  through 
injury,  'tis  to  be  remitted."  Behold,  reader,  the  "meekness  of  wisdom" 
notably  exemplified!  There  was  a  time  when  he  received  a  very  sharp 
letter  from  a  gentleman  who  was  a  member  of  the  Court,  but  he  delivered 
back  the  letter  unto  the  messengers  that  brought  it,  with  such  a  Christian 
speech  as  this :  "  I  am  not  wilhng  to  keep  such  a  matter  of  provocation  by 
me!'"  Afterwards  the  same  gentleman  was  compelled  by  the  scarcity  (>f 
provisions  to  send  unto  him  that  he  would  sell  him  some  of  his  cattle ; 
whereupon  the  governour  prayed  him  to  accept  what  he  had  sent  for  as  a 
to^^enof  his  good  will;  but  the  gentleman  returned  him  this  answer :  "Sir, 
your  overcoming  of  yourself  hath  overcome  me;"  and  afterwards  gave 
demonstration  of  it.  The  French  have  a  saying.  That  Tin  h<meste  komme, 
est  un  homme  mesh! — a  good  man  is  a  mixt  man;  and  there  hardly  ever 
was  a  more  sensible  m-kctwre  of  those  two  things,  resolution  and  condescention, 
than  in  this  good  man.  There  was  a  time  when  the  court  of  election  being, 
for  fear  of  tumult,  held  at  Cambridge,  May  17,  1637,,  the  sectarian  part  of 
the  country,  who  had  the  year  before  gotten  a  governour  more  unto  their 
mind,  had  a  project  now  to  have  confounded  the  election,  by  demanding 
that  the  court  would  consider  a  petition  then  tendered  before  their  pro- 
ceeding thereunto.  Mr.  Winthrop  saw  that  this  was  only  a  trick  to  throw 
all  into  confusion,  by  putting  off  the  choice  of  the  governour  and  assistents 
until  the  day  should  be  over ;  and  therefore  he  did,  with  a  strenuous  reso- 
lution, procure  a  disappointment  unto  that  mischievous  and  ruinous  con- 
trivance. Nevertheless,  Mr.  Winthrop'  himself  being  by  the  voice  of  the 
freemen  in  this  exigence  chosen  the  governour,  and  all  of  the  other  party 
left  out,  that  ill-aifected  party  discovered  the  dirt  and  7n,ire,  which  remained 
with  them,  after  the  storm  vras  over;  particularly  the  Serjeants,  whose  office 
'twas  to  attend  the  governour,  laid  down  their  halberts ;  but  such  was  the 
condescention  of  this  governour,  as  to  take  no  present  notice  of  this  anger 
and  contempt,  but  only  order  some  of  his  own  servants  to  take  the  hal- 
berts; and  when  the  country  manifested  their  deep  resentments  of  the 
affront  thus  offered  him,  he  prayed  them  to  overlook  it.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  a  compensation  was  made  for  these  things  by  the  doubled  respects 
which  were  from  all  parts  paid  unto.  him.  Again,  there  was  a  time  when 
the  suppression  of  an  antinomian  and  ^amiZisitcai  faction,  which  extreamly 
threatned  the  ruin  of  the  country,  was  generally  thought  much  owing 
unto  this  renowned  man;  and  therefore  when  the  friends  of  that  faction 
could  not  wreak  their  displeasure  on  him  with  ajty  jtoliiwk  vexations,  they 
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Bet-themselvea  to  do  it  by  ecclesiastical  ones  Aecmdmgly  when  a  sentence 
of  banishment  waa  passed  on  the  nngleaders  of  thoae  diaturbauces,  who 

Maria  et  Terras,  delamque  pro}aitdmn, 

Qmspe  ferant  Bapidi,  secant  vertanique  per  Aui  as,* 

many  at  the  church  of  Boston,  who  were  then  that  way  too  much  inclined, 
moat  earnestly  solicited  the  elders  of  that  church,  whereof  the  govemour 
was  a  member,  to  call  him  forth  as  an  offender,  for  passing  of  that  sentence, 
The  elders  were  unwilhng  to  do  any  such  thing;  but  the  governour  under- 
standing the  ferment  among  the  people  took  that  occasion  to  make  a  speech 
in  the  congregation  to  this  effect: 

"  BaETHREN :  Underafaiiding  thiit  some  of  you  have  desired  that  I  should  answer  for  an 
offence  lately  taJten  among  you ;  liad  I  heeri  called  upon  so  to  do,  I  would,  firBt,  hare  ndviaed 
with  the  miniatera  of  the  country,  whether  the  church  had  power  to  call  in  question  the  civil 
cimrt;  and  I  would,  secondly,  have  advised  with  the  rest  of  the  court,  whether  I  might  dis- 
cover theii'  counsels  unto  the  church.  But  though  I  Ssnow  that  the  reverend  elders  of  this 
church,  and  some  otheo,  do  very  well  apprehend  that  the  church  cannot  enquire  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  court;  yet,  for  the  aaliafiiction  of  the  weaker,  who  do  not  apprehend  it, 
1  will  declare  ray  mind  concerning  it.  If  the  church  have  any  such  power,  they  have  it  from 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  hut  the  Lord  Jeaus  Christ  hath  disdairaed  it,  not  only  by  practice, 
but  also  by  precept,  which  we  have  in  bis  gospel.  Matt  xx.  35,  26.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
magistrates,  as  they  are  chwoh'Tmmbers,  are  accountable  unto  the  church  for  their  failings; 
but  that  is  when  they  are  out  of  thdr  calling.  When  Uzziah  would  go  offer  incense  in  the 
tempU,  the  officers  of  the  church  called  him  to  an  account,  and  withstood  him ;  but  when 
Asa  put  the  prophet  in  prison,  the  officers  of  the  church  did  not  call  him  to  an  account  for 
IhaL  If  the  magistrate  shall  in  a  privale  way  wrong  any  man,  the  church  may  call  him  to  an 
account  for  it;  but  if  he  be  in  pursoance  of  a  course  of  justice,  though  the  thing  that  he 
does  be  vf^ust,  yet  he  is  not  accountable  for  it  before  the  church.  Aa  for  my  self,  I  did 
nothing  in  the  causes  of  any  of  the  brethren  but  by  the  advice  of  the  elders  of  the  church. 
Moreover,  in  the  oath  which  1  have  taken  there  is  this  clnuae:  "In  all  cases  wherein  you  are 
to  give  your  vote,  you  shall  do  aa  in  your  judgment  and  conscience  you  shall  aee  to  be  just, 
and  for  the  publick  good."  And  I  am  satisfied,  it  is  most  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  publick  good,  that  there  has  been  such  a  sentence  passed;  yea,  those  brethren  are  so 
divided  from  the  rest  of  the  country  in  their  opiuiona  and  practices,  that  it  cannot  stand  with 
the  publwk  peace  for  thera  to  continue  with  us ;  Abraham  saw  that  Hagar  and  IshmLtel  must 
be  sent  away." 

By  such  a  speech  he  marvellously  convinced,  satisfied  and  molliiicd  the 
uneasie  brethren  of  the  church;  Sic  cunctus  Pelarji  cectdit  Fragor — .f 
And  after  a  little  patient  waiting,  the  differences  all  so  wore  away,  that  the 
church,  meerly  as  a  token  of  respect  unto  the  governour  when  he  had 
newly  met  with  some  hsses  in  his  estate,  sent  him  a  present  of  several 
hundreds  of  pounds.  Once  more  there  was  a  time  when  some  active 
spirits  among  the  deputies  of  the  colony,  by  their  endeavours  not  only  to 
make  themselves  a  Court  of  Judicature,  but  also  to  take  away  the  negative 
by  which  the  magistrates  might  check  their  votes,  had  like  by  over-driving 
to  have  run  the  whole  government  into  something  too  democraticat    And 
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if  tliere  were  a  town  in  Spain  undermined  hy  con&ys,  another  town  in 
lliraee  destroyed  by  moks,  a  third  in  Greece  ranversed  hj  frogs,  a  fourth 
in  Germany  subverted  by  rats;  I  must  on  this  occasion  add,  that  there 
was  a  country  in  America  hke  to  be  confounded  by  a  swine.  A  certain 
stray  sow  being  found,  was  claimed  by  two  several  persons  with  a  elaini 
BO  equally  maintained  on  both  sides,  that  after  six  or  seven  years'  hunting 
the  business  from  one  court  unto  another,  it  was  brought  at  last  into  the 
General  Court,  where  the  final  determination  was,  "that  it  was  impossible 
to  proceed  unto  any  judgment  in  the  case."  However,  in  the  debate  of 
this  matter,  the  negative  of  the  upper-house  upon  the  hwer  in  that  Court  was 
brought  upon  the  stage;  and  agitated  with  so  hot  a  zeal,  that  a  little  rnore, 
and  all  had  been  m  the  fire.  In  these  agitations,  the  governour  was  informed 
that  an  offence  had  been  taken  by  some  eminent  persona  at  certain  passives 
in  a  discourse  by  him  written  thereabout ;  whereupon,  with  his  usual  conde- 
scendency,  when  he  next  came  into  the  General  Court,  he  made  a  speech 
of  this  import: 

"I  understand  tliat  some  have  taken  offence  at  something  that  I  have  lately  written; 
which  offence  I  desire  to  remove  now,  and  begin  thia  year  in.arecouciied  state  with  you  ail. 
As  for  the  matter  of  ray  wiiting,  I  liad  the  coiicuiTenue  of  ray  brethren;  it  is  a  point  of  jutig- 
meut  which  is  not  at  ray  own  disposing.  I  have  e.xamined  it  over  and  over  again  hy  such  light 
as  God  has  given  me,  ftom  the  rules  of  religion,  reason  and  custom;  and  I  see  no  cause  to 
retract  any  thing  of  it:  wherefore  I  must  enjoy  my  liberty  in  that,  as  you  do  your  selves. 
But  for  the  manner,  this,  and  ail  that  was  blaffle-worlhy  in  it,  was  wholly  my  own ;  and 
whatsoever  I  might  alledge  for  my  own  juatiiicafion  therein  before  men,  I  wave  it,  as  now 
setting  ray  self  before  another  Judgment  seat.  However,  what  I  wrote  was  upon  great 
provocation,  and  to  vindicate  my  self  and  others  from  great  aspereion;  yet  that  was  no  suf- 
ficient warrant  for  me  to  allow  any  distemper  of  spirit  in  my  self;  and  I  doubt  I  have  been 
too  prodigal  of  my  brethren's  reputation;  Iraight  liave  maintained  my  cause  without  casting 
any  blemish  upon  otheis,  when  I  made  that  my  conclusion,  'And  now  let  religion  and 
sound  renson  ^ve  judgment  in  the  case;'  it  looked  as  if  1  arrogated  too  much  unto  myself 
and  too  little  to  others.  And  when  I  made  that  profession,  'That  I  would  rnaintain  what 
I  wrote  before  all  the  world,'  though  such  words  might  modestly  be  spoken,  yet  I  perceive 
an  unbeseeming  prUe  of  my  own  heart  breathing  in  thera.  For  these  failings,  I  ask  pardon 
of  God  and  man." 

Sir  ail,  et  dielo  citius  Tamida  JEqtiora  placat, 
Culiectasque  fagat  Nuhes,  Soleinqae  redatit." 

This  acknowledging  disposition  in  the  governour  made  them  all 
acknowledge,  that  he  was  truly  "a  man  of  an  excellent  spirit."  In  fine, 
the  victories  of  an  Alexander,  an  Hannibal,  or  a  Ciesar  over  other  men, 
were  not  so  glorious  as  the  victories  of  this  great  man  over  himself,  which 
also  at  last  proved  victories  over  other  men. 

§  9.  But  the  stormiest  of  all  the  trials  that  ever  befel  this  gentleman, 
was  in  the  year  1645,  when  he  was,  in  titk,  no  more  than  Deputy-govern- 
our  of  the  colony.     If  the  &moua  Oato  were  forty-four  times  called  into 
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judgment,  but  as  often  acquitted ;  let  it  not  be  wondred,  and  if  our  famous 
Winthrop  were  one  time  so.  There  hapning  certain  seditions  and  muti- 
nous practiceiS  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  the  Deputy-govemour,  as  legally 
as  prudently,  interposed  his  authority  for  the  cheeking  of  them :  whereupon 
there  followed  such  an  enefmntraent  upon  the  minds  of  the  deputies  in  the 
General  Court,  that  upon  a  scandalous  petition  of  the  delinquents  unto 
them,  wherein  a  pretended  invasion  made  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people 
was  complained  o^  the  Deputy-governour  was  most  irregularly  called 
forth  unto  an  ignominious  hearing  before  them  in  a  vast  assembly ;  whereto 
with  a  sagacious  hwmilitvde  he  consented,  although  he  shewed  them  how 
he  might  have  refused  it.  The  result  of  that  hearing  was,  that  notwith- 
standing the  touchy  jealonsie  of  the  people  about  their  liberties  lay  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this  prosecution,  yet  Mr.  Winthrop  was  publickly  acquitted, 
and  the  offenders  were  severally  fined  and  censured.  But  Mr.  Winthrop 
then  resuming  the  place  of  Deputy-govemour  on  the  bench,  saw  cause  to 
speak  unto  the  root  of  the  rnatter  after  this  n 


"I  shall  not  now  apeakanythin^  about  the  past  proceedings  of  this  Court,  or  the  persona 
therein  concerned.  Only  1  bless  God  that  I  see  an  issue  of  this  trouWesome  affair.  I  am 
well  satisfie(l  that  I  was  pnblickly  accused,  and  that  I  ani  now  publifkly  acqutUed.  But 
though  I  am  justified  before  raon,  yet  it  may  be  the  Lord  hath  seen  so  much  ami's  in  my 
administration 8,  aa  calls  me  to  be  humbled;  and  indeed  for  me  to  have  been  tJius  charged 
by  men,  is  it  self  a  matter  of  humiliation,  whereof  I  desire  to  make  a  right  use  before  the 
Lord.  If  Miriam's  father  spit  in  her  face,  she  is  Xa  be  ashamed.  But  pve  me  leave,  before 
you  go,  to  say  something  that  may  rectifie  the  opinims  of  many  people,  from  whence  the 
distempers  have  risen  that  have  lately  prevailed  upon  the  body  of  this  people.  The  ques- 
tions that  have  tronbled  the  country  have  been  about  the  avihorUy  of  the  magistracy,  and 
the  liberty  rfthepe(/pk.  Itis  you  who  have  called  us  unto  tMa  office;  but  being  thus  called, 
we  have  our  authority  from  God;  it  is  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  it  hath  the  image  of  God 
stamped  upon  it;  and  the  contempt  of  it  has  been  vindicated  by  God  with  terrible  examples  of 
his  vengeance.  I  entreat  you  to  consider,  tJiat  when  you  chuse  magistrates,  you  take  them 
from  among  your  selves,  'men  subject  nnto  like  passions  with  your  selves.'  If  you  see  our 
infirmities,  reflect  on  your  oum,  and  you  will  not  be  so  severe  censurers  of  ours.  We  count 
him  a  good  servant  who  breaks  not  his  covenant:  the  covenant  between  us  and  you,  is  the 
oath  you  have  taken  of  us,  which  is  to  this  purpose,  'tJiat  we  sliajl  govern  yon,  and  judge 
your  causes,  according  to  God's  laws,  and  our  own,  according  to  our  best  skill.'  As  for  our 
skill,  you  must  run  the  hazard  of  it;  and  if  there  be  an  error,  not  in  the  will,  but  only  in 
akill,  it  becomes  you  to  bear  it.  Not  would  I  have  you  to  mistake  in  the  point  of  your 
own  liberty.  There  is  a  liberty  of  corrupt  nature,  whiuh  is  nfftcted  both  by  men  and  beasfa, 
todo  what  they  list;  and  this  liberty  is  inconsistent  with  authority,  impatient  of  all  restraint; 
by  this  liberty,  Sumus  Ornnes  Deleriores ;  *  lis  the  grand  enemy  of  Inilh  and  feace,  and  all 
the  ordinances  of  God  are  bent  against  it.  But  there  is  a  civil,  a  moral,  a  federal  liberty, 
which  is  the  proper  end  and  object  of  authority;  it  is  a  liberty  for  that  only  which  is  just 
anigood;  for  this  liberty  you  are  to  stand  with  the  hazard  of  your  very  lives;  and  whatso- 
ever crosses  it  is  not  authority,  but  a  distemper  thereof.  Tliis  libertv  is  maintained  in  a 
way  of  subjection  to  authority;  and  the  authority  set  over  you  will  in  all  administrations 
for  your  good  be  quietly  submitted  unto,  by  all  but  such  as  have  a  disposition  to  shake  off  tlie 
yoke,  and  lose  their  true  liberty,  by  their  murmuring  at  the  honour  and  power  of  aiithority." 


*  We  nns  all  Ihe  ivuiw  for  il. 
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The  Spell  that  was  upon  the  eyes  of  the  people  being  thus  dissolved, 
tlieir  distorted  and  enraged  notions  of  things  all  vanished;  and  the  people 
would  not  afterwards  entrust  the  helm  of  the  weather-beaten  hark  in  any- 
other  hands  but  Mr.  Winthrop's  until  he  died. 

§  10.  Indeed,  such  was  the  mixture  of  distant  qualities  in  him,  as  to 
make  a  most  admirable  temper;  and  his  having  a  certain  greatness  of  soul, 
which  rendered  him  grave,  generous,  courageous,  resolved,  well-applied, 
and  every  way  a  gentleman  in  his  demeanour,  did  not  hinder  him  from 
taking  sometimes  the  old  Roman's  way  to  avoid  confusions,  namely, 
Cedendo  ;*  or  from  discouraging  some  things  which  are  agreeable  enough 
to  most  that  wear  the  name  oi  gentlemen.  Hereof  I  will  give  no  instances, 
but  only  oppose  two  passages  of  his  life. 

In  the  year  1632,  the  governour,  with  his  pastor,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  some 
other  gentlemen,  to  settle  a  good  understanding  between  the  two  colonies, 
travelled  as  far  as  Plymouth,  more  than  forty  miles,  through  an  howling 
wilderness,  no  better  accommodated  in  those  early  days  than  the  princes 
that  in  Solomon's  time  saw  "servants  on  horseback,"  or  than  genus  and 
species  in  the  old  epigram,  "going  on  foot,"  The  difficulty  of  the  lualk, 
was  abundantly  compensated  by  the  honourable,  Jirsi  reception,  and  0ien 
dismission,  which  they  found  from  the  rulers  of  Plymouth ;  and  by  the 
good  correspondence  thus  established  between  the  new  colonies,  who  were 
like  the  floating  bottels  wearing  this  motto:  Si  Collidimur  Frangimur.-f 
But  there  were  at  this  time  iu  Plymouth  two  ministers,  leavened  so  far 
with  the  humours  of  the  rigid  separation,  that  they  insisted  vehemently 
upon  the  unlawfulness  of  calling  any  unregenerate  man  by  the  name  of 
"good-man  such  an  one,"  until  by  their  indiscreet  urging  of  this  whimsey, 
the  place  began  to  be  disquieted.  The  wiser  people  being  troubled  at 
these  trifles,  they  took  the  opportunity  of  Governour  "Winthrop's  being 
there,  to  have  the  thing  publickly  propounded  in  the  congregation;  who 
in  answer  thereunto,  distinguished  between  a  theological  and  a  moral  good- 
ness; adding,  that  when  Juries  were  first  used  in  England,  it  was  usual 
for  the  crier,  after  the  names  of  persons  fit  for  that  service  were  called 
over,  to  bid  them  all,  "Attend,  good  men  and  true;"  whence  it  grew 
to  be  a  civil  custom  in  the  English  nation,  for  neighbours  living  by  one 
another,  to  call  one  another  "good  man  such  an  one;"  and  it  was  pity 
now  to  make  a  stir  about  a  civil  custom,  so  innocently  introduced.  And 
that  speech  of  Mr.  Winthrop's  put  a  lasting  stop  to  the  little,  idle,  whim- 
sical conceits,  then  beginning  to  grow  obstreperous.  Nevertheless,  there 
was  one  civil  custom  used  in  (and  in  few  but)  the  English  nation,  which 
this  gentleman  did  endeavour  to  abolish  in  this  country;  and  that  was, 
tfie  tisage  of  drinking  to  one  another.  For  although  by  drinking  to  one 
another,  no  more  is  meant  than  an  act  of  courtesie,  when  one  going  to 
drink,  does  invite  another  to  do  so  too,  for  the  same  ends  with  himself; 
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nerertheless  the  governour  (not  altogether  unlike  to  Cieomenes,  of  whom 
'tis  reported  by  Plutarch,  aijovrj  iSsig  ironjpiou  ^poffEifispi,  Nolerdi  pocxdum  nun- 
quam  prcEhuit^^  considered  the  imperdnency  and  insignificancy  of  this  "usage, 
as  to  any  of  tliose  ends  that  are  usually  pretended  for  it;  and  that  indeed 
it  ordinarily  served  for  no  ends  at  all,  but  only  to  provoke  persons  Ainto 
unseasonable  and  perhaps  unreasonable  drinking,  and  at  last  produce  that 
abominable  healOi-drinking,  which  the  fathers  of  old  so  severely  rebuked 
in  the  Pagans,  and  which  the  Papists  themselves  do  condemn,  when  their 
casuists  pronounce  it,  Peccatum  mortals,  provocare  ad  j^quahs  Calices,  ei 
Nefas  Respondere.\  Wherefore  in  his  own  most  hospitable  house  he 
left  it  off;  not  out  of  any  silly  or  stingy  fancy,  but  mecrly  that  by  his 
example  a  greater  temperance,  with  liberty  of  drinking,  might  be  recom- 
mended, and  sundry  inconveniences  in  drinking  avoided;  and  his  example 
accordingly  began  to  be  much  followed  by  the  sober  people  in  this  country, 
as  it  now  also  begins  among  persons  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  English 
nation  it  self;  until  an  order  of  court  came  to  be  made  against  that 
ceremony  in  drinking,  and  then,  the  old  toont  violently  returned,  with 
a  Nitimur  in  Vetiium.^ 

§  11,  .Many  were  the  afSictions  of  this  righteous  man!  He  lost  much 
of  his  estate  in  a  ship,  and  in  an  house,  quickly  after  his  coming  to  New- 
Eugland,  besides  the  prodigious  expence  of  it  in  the  difficulties  of  his  first 
coming  hither.  Afterwards  his  assiduous  application  unto  the  publick 
affairs,  (wherein  Jpse  se  non  kabuit,  po&tquaw.  BespvMica  sum  Gubematorem 
habere  ccepit)  §  made  him  so  much  to  neglect  his  own  private  interests,  that 
an  unjust  steward  ran  him  £2,500  in  debt  before  he  was  aware;  for  the 
payment  whereof  he  was  forced,  many^ears  before  his  decease,  to  sell  the 
most  of  what  he  had  left  unto  him  in  the  country.  Albeit,  by  the  observ- 
able blessings  of  God  upon  the  posterity  of  this  liberal  man,  his  children 
all  of  them  came  to  fair  estates,  and  lived  in  good  fashion  and  credit. 
Moreover,  he  successively  buried  three  wives;  the  first  of  which  was  the 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Mr.  Forth,  of  Much-Stambridge  in  Essex,  by 
whom  he  had  "wisdom  with  an  inheritance;"  and  an  excellent  son.  The 
second  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Olopton,  of  London,  who  died  with 
her  child,  within  a  very  little  while.  The  third  was  the  daughter  of  the 
truly  worshipful  Sir  John  Tyndal,  who  made  it  her  whole  care  to  please, 
first  God,  and  then  her  husband;  and  by  whom  he  had  four  sons,  which 
survived  and  honoured  their  father.  And  unto  all  these,  the  addition  of  the 
distempers,  ever  now  and  then  raised  in  the  country,  procured  unto  him  a 
very  singular  share  of  trouble;  yea,  so  hard  was  the  measure  which  he 
found  even -among  pious  men,  in  the  teniptations  of  a  wilderness,  that  when 
tlic  thunder  and  lightning  had  smitten  a  wind-mill  whereof  he  was  owner, 
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some  bad  aucli  tilings  in  tbeir  heads  as  publickly  to  reproach  this  chari- 
tableat  of  men  as  if  the  voice  of  the  Almighty  bad  rebuked,  I  know  not 
what  oppression,  which  they  judged  him  guilty  of;  which  things  I  would 
not  have  nientioned,  but  that  the  instances  may  fortifie  the  expectations  of 
my  iest  readers  for  such  afflictions. 

§  12.  He  that  had  been  for  his  attainments,  as  they  said  of  the  blessed 
Macarius,  a  iraiSapinyspm,  {an  old  man,  while  a  young  one,)  and  that  had  in 
his  young  days  met  with  many  of  those  ill  days,  whereof  he  could  say,  he 
had  "little  pleasure  in  them;"  now  found  oM  o^e  in  its  infirmities  advancing 
earlier  upon  him,  than  it  came  upon  his  much  longer-lived  progenitors. 
While  he  was  yet  seven  years  off  of  that  which  wc  call  "  the  grand  climac- 
terical,"  he  felt  the  approaches  of  his  di^olntion ;  and  finding  he  could  say, 

Nna  Habitus,  mm  ipse  Ctilar,  nan  Gressus  Buntie, 
Nun  Species  Eadem,  q-aie  fuii  aaie,  manet  ;* 

He  then  wrote  this  account  of  himself:  "Age  now  comes  upon  me,  and 
infirmities  therewithal,  which  makes  me  apprehend,  that  the  time  of  my 
departure  out  of  this  world  is  not  far  off.  However,  our  times  are  all  in 
the  Lord's  hand,  so  as  we  need  not  trouble  our  thoughts  how  long  of  short 
they  may  be,  but  how  we  may  be  found  faithful  when  we  are  called  for." 
But  at  last  when  Ikat  year  came,  he  took  a  cold  which  turned  into  a  feaver, 
whereof  he  lay  sick  about  a  month,  and  in  that  sickness,  as  it  hath  been 
observed,  that  there  was  allowed  unto  the  serpent  the  "bruising  of  the 
heel;"  and  accordingly  at  the  heel  or  the  close  of  our  lives  the  old  serpmit 
will  be  nibbling  more  than  ever  in  our  lives  before;  and  when  the  devil 
sees  that  we  shall  shortly  be,  "where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling," 
that  widced  one  will  trouble  us  more  than  ever ;  bo  this  eminent  saint  now 
underwent  sharp  conilicts  with  the  tempter,  whose  wrath  grew  great,  as 
the  time  to  exert  it  grew  sh(yrt;  and  he  was  buffeted  with  the  disconsolate 
thoughts  of  black  and  sore  desertions,  wherein  he  could  use  that  sad  rep- 
resentation of  his  own  condition: 


But  it  was  not  long  before  those  clouds  were  dispelled,  and  he  enjoyed 
in  his  holy  soul  the  great  consolations  of  Godl  "While  he  thus  lay  ripen- 
ing for  heaven,  he  did  out  of  obedience  unto  the  ordinance  of  our  Lord, 
send  for  the  elders  of  the  church  to  pray  with  him;  yea,  they  and  the 
whole  ciiuich.  fasted  as  well  ^& prayed  for  him;  and  in  th&,lfast  the  vener- 
able Cotton  preached  on  Psal.  xxxv.  13,  14:  "When  they  were  sick,  I 
humbled  my  self  with  fasting ;  I  behaved  my  self  as  though  he  had  beer 
my  friend  or  brother;  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one  that  mourned  foi 
his  mother:"  fi-om  whence  I  find  him  raising  that  observation,  "The  sick 
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ness  of  one  that  is  to  tis  as  a  friend,  a  brother,  a  mother,  is  a  just  occasion 
of  deep  humbhng  oi.ir  souls  with  fasting  and  prayer;"  and  making  this 
application : 

"Upon  thU  occasion  we  are  now  to  attend  thU  duty  for  a  govemour,  who  has  heen  to  us 
as  a  friend  in  hia  coarisel  for  all  things,  and  help  for  our  bodies  by  phymk,  for  our  estates  by 
law,  and  of  whom  there  was  no  fear  of  his  becoming  am  enemy,  like  the  fiiends  of  David : 
a  govemour  who  lias  been  unto  us  as  a  brother;  not  usurping  authority  over  tlie  uhurch; 
often  speaking  his  advice,  and  often  contradicted,  even  by  young  men,  and  some  of  low 
degree;  yet  not  replying,  but  offering  saljs&ction  also  when  any  supposed  offences  have 
ariisen;  a  govemour  who  has  heen  unto  us  as  a  mother,  parent-like  distributing  his  goods  to 
brethren  and  neighbours  at  his  first  coming;  and  gently  bearing  our  infirmities  without 
taking  notice  of  them," 

Such  a  govemour,  after  be  had  been  more  than  ten  several  times  by  the 
people  chosen  their  govemour,  was  New-England  now  to  lose;  who  hav- 
ing, like  Jacob,  first  left  his  council  and  blessing  with  his  children  gathered 
about  his  bed-side ;  and,  like  David,  "  served  his  generation  by  the  will 
of  God,"  he  "gave  up  the  ghost,"  and  fell  asleep  on  March  26,  1649. 
Having,  like  tlie  dying  Emperour  Valentinian,  this  above  all  his  other 
victories  for  his  triumphs,  Hi^  overcoming  of  himself. 

The  words  of  Josephua  about  Nehemiah,  the  govemour  of  Israel,  we 
will  now  use  upon  this  govemour  of  New-England,  as  his 

'Avijp  'ej-EvFTo  ^pifTos  Tojv  ipuffiv,  xai  S\%a\<i£, 
Kai  *epi  Tag  e]>,iishsis  ^iKtTijixTo.'riis 
MuiifjiErov  aiunou  hutu  kcwkXiitwv,  ra  tuu 

'IfpotfoXufiwv  rsj^ci-* 


CEAPTSH   ?„ 

SUCCESSORS. 

§  1.  One  as  well  acquainted  with  the  matter,  as  Isocratcs,  informs  us, 
that  among  the  judges  of  Areopagus  none  were  admitted,  wXiv  5i  xaXSg 
ysyawrsi,  Kai  tSoXX^iv  apBTilv  iiai  fffJ^poiTuviiu  h  t(J  /3i(j  hSsSiiyfj-Sml  (unless  they 
were  nobly  born,  and  eminently  exemplary  for  a  virtuous  and  a  sober 
life).     The  report  may  be  truly  made  concerning  the  Judges  of  New- 
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England,  though  they  were  not  noUy  horn,  yet  they  were  generally  well 
horn;  and  by  being  eminently  exemplary  for  a  virtuous  and  a  sober  life,  gave 
demonstration  that  they  were  new-hm-n.  Some  account  of  them  ia  now 
more  particularly  to  be  endeavoured. 

We  read  concerning  Saul,  (1  Sam.  xv.  12,)  "He  set  up  himself  a  place." 
The  Hebrew  word,  T,  there  uaed,  signifies  a  monumental  pillar.  It  ia 
accordingly  promised  unto  them  who  please  God,  (Isa.  Ivi.  5,)  "That  they 
shall  have  a  place  and  a  name  in  the  house  of  God;  that  is  to  say,  a  pillar 
erected  for  fame  in  the  church  of  God.  And  it  shall  be  fulfilled  in  what 
shall  now  be  done  for  our  govcrnours  in  this  our  Church-History.  Even 
while  the  Massachusettensians  had  a  Winthrop  for  their  governour,  they 
could  not  restrain  the  channel  of  their  affections  from  running  towards 
another  gentleman  in  their  elections  for  the  year  1634,  particularly  when 
they  chose  unto  the  place  of  governour  Thomas  Dudley,  Esq.,  one  whom, 
after  the  death  of  the  gentleman  above  mentioned,  they  again  and  again 
vote<l  into  the  chief  place  of  government.  He  was  born  at  the  town  of 
Northampton,  in  the  year  1574,  the  only  son  of  Captain  Eoger  Dudley, 
who  being  slain  in  the  wars,  left  this  our  Thomas,  with  his  only  sister, 
for  the  "Father  of  the  orphans"  to  "take  them  up."  In  the  family  of 
the  Earl  of  Northampton  he  had  opportunity  perfectly  to  learn  the  points 
of  good  behaviour;  and  here  having  fitted  hirhself  to  do  many  other  ben- 
efits unto  the  world,  he  next  became  a  clerk  unto  Judge  Nichols,  who 
being  his  kinsman  by  the  mother's  side,  therefore  took  the  more  special 
notice  of  him.  From  his  relation  to  this  judge,  he  had  and  used  an 
advantage  to  attain  such  a  skill  in  the  law,  as  was  of  great  advantage  to 
him  in  the  future  changes  of  his  life;  and  the  judge  would  have  preferred 
him  unto  the  higher  imployments,  whereto  his  prompt  wit  not  a  little 
recommended  him,  if  he  had  not  been  by  death  prevented.  But  before 
he  could  appear  to  do  much  at  the  pen,  for  which  he  was  very  well 
accomplished,  he  was  called  upon  to  do  something  at  the  sword;  for  being 
a  young  gentleman  well-known  for  his  ingenuity,  courage  and  conduct, 
when  there  were  soldiers  to  be  raised  by  order  from  Queen  Ehzabeth  for 
Erench  service,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Eourth,  the  young  sparks 
about  Northampton  were  none  of  them  willing  to  enter  into  the  service, 
until  a  commission  was  given  unto  our  young  Dudley  to  be  their  captain ; 
and  th^n  presently  there  were  fourscore  that  listed  under  him.  At  the 
bead  of  these  he  went  over  into  the  Low  Countries,  which  was  then  an 
academy  of  arms,  as  well  as  arts;  and  thus  he  came  to  furnish  himself  with 
endowments  for  t\iQ  field,  as  well  as  for  the  iench.  The  post  assigned  unto 
him  with  his  company,  was  after  at  the  siege  of  Amiens,  before  which  the 
King  himself  was  now  encamped;  but  the  providence  of  God  so  ordered 
it,  that  when  both  parties  were  drawn  forth  in  order  to  battel,  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  vigorously  set  on  foot,  which  diverted  the  battel  that  was 
Captain  Dudley  hereupon  returned  into  England,  and  settling 


:yGoogIe 


OE,     THE    HISTORY    OF    K  EW-EK  G  L  A  N  D.  Igg 

timself  about  Northampton,  he  married  a  gentlewoman  whose  extraetion 
and  estate  were  considerable;  and  the  scituation  of  his  habitation  after 
this  helped  him  to  enjoy  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Dod,  Mr.  Cleaver,  Mr.  Win- 
ston, and  Mr.  Hildersham,  all  of  them  excellent  and  renowned  men :  which 
pui-ilan  ministry  so  seasoned  his  heart  with  a  sense  of  religion,  that  he  was 
a  devout  and  serious  Christian,  and  a  follower  of  the*  ministers  that  most 
effectually  preached  real  Ghristianity,  all  the  rest  of  his  days.  The  spirit 
of  real  Christianity  in  him  now  also  disposed  him  unto  sober  non-con- 
formity; and  from  this  time,  although  none  more  hated  ihe  fanaticisms 
ajid.  enthusiasms  of  wild  opinionists,  he  became  a  judicious  Dissenter  from 
the  unscriptural  ceremonies  retained  in  the  Chyrch  of  England.  It  was 
not  long  after  this  that  the  Lord  Say,  the  Lord  Compton,  and  other  per- 
sons of  quahty,  made  such  observations  of  him,  as  to  commend  him  unto 
the  service  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  then  a  young  man,  and  newly 
come  unto  the  possession  of  his  earldom,  and  of  what  belonged  thereunto. 
The  grandfather  of  this  noble  person  bad  left  his  heirs  under  vast  entan- 
glements, oat  of  which  his  father  was  never  able  to  extricate  himself;  so 
that  the  difficalties  and  incumbrances  were  now  devolved  upon  this  The- 
ophilus,  which  caused  him  to  apply  himself  unto  this  our  Dudley  for  his 
assistances,  who  proved  so?[ble,  and  careful,  and  faithful  a  steward  unto 
him,  that  within  a  little  while  the  debts  of  near  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
whereinto  the  young  Earl  found  himself  desperately  ingulphed,  were  hap- 
pily waded  through ;  and  by  his  means  also  a  match  was  procured  between 
the  young  Earl  and  the  daughter  of  the  Lord  Say,  who  proved  a  most  vir- 
tuous lady,  and  a  great  blessing  to  the  whole  femily.  But  the  Earl  find- 
ing Mr.  Dudley  to  be  a  person  of  more  than  ordinary  discretion,  he  would 
rarely,  if  ever,  do  any  matter  of  any  moment  without  his  advice ;  but 
some  into  whose  hands  there  fell  some  of  his  manuscripts  after  his  leaving 
of  the  Earl's  family,  found  a  passage  to  this  purpose:  "The  estate  of  the 
Earl  of  Lincoln  I  found  so,  and  so,  much  in  debt,  which  I  have  discharged, 
and  have  raised  the  rents  unto  so  many  hundreds  per  annum;  Gfod  will, 
I  trust,  bless  me  and  mine  in  such  a  manner.  I  can,  as  sometimes  Nehe- 
miah  did,  appeal  unto  God,  who  knows  the  hearts  of  all  men,  that  I  have 
with  integrity  discharged  the  duty  of  my  place  before  him." 

I  had  prepared  and  intended  a  more  particular  account  of  this  gentle- 
man ;  but  not  having  any  opportunity  to  commit  it  unto  the  perusal  of  any 
descended  from  him  (unto  whom  I  am  told  it  will  be  unacceptable  for  me 
to  publish  any  thing  of  this  kind,  by  them  not  perused)  I  have  laid  it  aside, 
and  summed  all  up  in  this  more  general  account. 

It  was  about  nine  or  ten  years  that  Mr.  Dudley  continued  a  steward 
unto  the  Earl  of  Lincoln;  but  then  growing  desirous  of  a  more  private 
life,  he  retired  unto  Boston,  where  the  acquaintance  and  ministry  of  Mr. 
Cotton  became  no  little  satisfaction  unto  him.  Nevertheless,  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln  found  that  he  could  be  no  more  without  Mr.  Dudley,  than  Pha- 
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raoh  witliout  his  Joseph,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  reaitme  his  furnier 
imployment,  until  the  storm  of  persecution  upon  the  non-coDformists 
caused  many  men  of  great  worth  t©  transport  themselves  into  New-Eiig- 
land.  Mr.  Dudley  was  not  the  least  of  the  worthy  men  that  hore  a  purt 
in  this  transportation,  in  hopes  that  in  an  American  wilderness  they  might 
peaceably  attend  and  enjoy  the  pure  worship  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Ciirist. 
When  the  first  undertakers  for  that  plantation  came  to  know  him,  they 
soon  saw  tlud  in  him,  that  caused  them  to  chuse  him  their  deputy-govern om-, 
in  which  capacity  he  arrived  unto  these  eoasta  in  the  year  1630,  and  had 
no  small  share  in  the  distresses  of  that  young  plantation,  whereof  nu 
account,  by  him  written  to  the  Countess  of  Lincoln,  has  been  since  pub- 
lished unto  the  world.  Here  his  wisdom  in  managing  the  most  weighty 
and  thorny  affairs  was  often  signalized;  his  justice  was  a  perpetual  terror 
to  evil-doers:  his  courage  procured  his  being  the  first  major-general  of  the 
colony,  when  they  began  to  put  themselves  into  a  military  figure.  His 
orthodox  piety  had  no  little  influence  unto  the  deliverance  of  the  count]-y 
from  the  contagion  of  the  fainalisHcal  errors,  which  had  like  to  have  over- 
turned all.  He  dwelt  first  at  Cambridge;  but  upon  Mr.  Hooker's  removal 
to  Hartford,  he  removed  to  Ipswich;  nevertheless,  upon  the  importunity 
and  necessity  of  the  government  for  his  coming_  to  dwell  nearer  the  center 
of  the  whole,  be  fixed  his  habitation  at  Eoxbury,  two  miles  out  of  Boston, 
where  be  was  always  at  hand  upon  the  publick  exigencies.  Here  be  died, 
July  31,  1653,  in  the  seventy -seventh  year  of  Ms  age;  and  there  were 
found  after  his  death,  in  his  pocket,  these  lines  of  his  own  composing, 
which  may  serve  to  make  up  what  may  be  wanting  in  the  character 
already  given  him: 


My  Bower  la  nidedf  nnd  ^rawn  old. 
My  dreum  Is  vnnlsb'd,  shndow  's  Bed, 
U;  soul  wllh  ChtiBt,  my  body  desd. 

But  when  I  mention  the  poetry  of  this  gentleman  as  one  of  his  accom- 
plishments, I  must  not  leave  unmentioned  the  fame  with  which  the  poeins 
of  one  descended  from  him  have  been'  celebrated  in  both  Englands,  If 
the  rare  learning  of  a  daughter  was  not  the  least  of  those  bright  things 
that  adorned  no  less  a  Judge  of  England  than  Sir  Thomas  More;  it  must 
now  be  said,  that  a  Judge  of  New-England,  namely,  Thomas  Dudley, 
Esq.,  had  a  daughter  (besides  pther  children)  to  be  a  crown  unto  him. 
Eeader,  America  justly  admires  the  learned  women  of  the  other  hemisphere. 
She  has  heard  of  those  that  were  tutoresses  to  the  old  professors  of  all 
philosophy:  she  hath  heard  of  Hippatia,  who  formerly  taught  the  liberal 
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arts;  and  of  Saroccliia,  who  more  lately  was  very  often  the  moderatris:  ia 
the  disputations  of  the  learned  men  of  Rome:  she  }ias  been  told  of  the 
three  CorinnEes,  which  equalled,  if  not  excelled,  the  moat  celehrated  poets 
of  their  time:  she  haa  been  told  of  the  Empress  Endocia,  who  composed 
poetical  paraphrases  on  divers  parts  of  the  Bible;  and  of  Eoswida,  who 
wrote  the  lives  of  holy  men;  and  of  Pamphilia,  who  wrote  other  histories 
imto  the  hfe:  the  writings  of  the  most  renowned  Anna  Maria  Schurnian 
have  come  over  unto  her.  But  she  now  prays,  that  into  such  catalogues  of 
authoresses  as  Beverovicius,  Hottinger,  and  Voetius  have  given  unto  the 
World,  there  may  be  a  room  now  given  unto  Madam  Ann  Beadstrbet, 
the  daughter  of  our  Governour  Dudley,  and  the  consort  of  our  Governour 
Bradstreet,  whose  poems,  divers  times  printed,  have  afforded  a  grateful 
entertaintuent  unto  the  ingenious,  and  a  monument  for  her  memory  beyond 
the  stateliest  marbles.  It  was  upon  these  poems  that  an  ingenious  person 
bestowed  this  epigram : 


sayont 


es  ODldone 


What  else  might  be  said 
the  ensuing 


n^DH  hath  toLoll;  ei^lpsM  Lbe  jh 

liei'  brlghl  silver  makes  hia  gold  look  dim  t 
aa  his  beams  force  our  pale  lamps  In  niQk, 
eai-Mj  Jirss  withhi  their  Aslies  dirinli. 

of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  reader  shall  construe  f 


§  2.  In  the  year  1635,  at  the  anniversary  election,  the  freemen  of  the 
colony  testified  their  grateful  esteem  of  Mr  John  Haines,  a  worthy  gen- 
tleman, who  had  been  very  serviceable  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  by 
chusing  him  their  governour.  Of  him  in  an  ancient  manuscript  I  find  this 
testimony  given:  "To  him  is  New-England  many  ways  beholden;  had  he 
done  no  more  but  stilled  a  storm  of  dissention,  which  broke  forth  in  the 
beginning  of  his  government,  be  had  done  enough  to  endear  our  hearts 
unto  him,  and  account  that  day  happy  when  he  took  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment into  his  hands."  But  this  pious,  humble,  well-hred  gentleman,  remov- 
ing afterwards  into  Connecticut,  he  took  his  turn  with  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins 
in  being  every  other  year  the  governour  of  that  colony.  And  as  he  was 
a  great  friend  of  peace  while  he  lived,  so  at  his  death  he  entered  into  that 

*  In booltB a  prodiRil, Uiey  auj ;  IncharnclBr  norille  bold; 

A  liying  pjclopadis;  And  of  Ihat  faidi,  boUi  suund  raid  old— 
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peace  which  attends  the  end  of  the  perfect  and  upright  man,  leaving  behind 
him  the  character  sometimes  given  of  a  greater,  though  not  a  better  man, 
(Vespasian)  Bonis  Legihus  muUa  correadt,  sed  exemplo  probix  mfee  plus  effecit 


%  3.  Near  twenty  ships  from  Europe  visited  New-England  in  the  year 
1635,  and  in  one  of  tliem  was  Mr.  Henry  Vane,  (afterwards  Sir  Henry 
Vane,)  an  accomplished  young  gentleman,  whose  father  was  much  against 
his  coming  to  New-England;  but  the  King,  upon  information  of  his  dis- 
position, commanded  him  to  allow  his  son's  voyage  hither,  with  a  consent 
for  his  continuing  three  years  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Although  his 
business  had  some  relation  to  the  plantation  of  Connecticut,  yet  in  the 
year  1636,  the  Maasachuset  colony  chose  him  their  govemour.  And  now, 
reader,  I  am  as  much  a  seeker  for  his  character  as  many  have  taken  him  to 
he  a  seeker  in  religwn,  while  no  less  persons  than  Dr.  Manton  have  not  been 
to  seek  for  the  censure  of  a  wicked  hook,  with  which  they  have  noted  the 
Mystical  Divinity,  in  the  book  of  this  knight,  entituled,  "  The  retired  man's 
Meditations."  There  has  been  a  strange  variety  of  translations  bestowed 
upon  the  Hebrew  names  of  some  animals  mentioned  in  the  Bible :  Kippod, 
for  instance,  which  we  translate  a  bittern,  R.  Salomon  will  have  to  be  an 
owl,  but  Luther  will  have  it  be  an  eagk,  while  Paynin  will  have  it  be  an 
hedge-hog,  but  E.  Kimchi  will  have  it  a  snail;  such  a  variety  of  opinions 
and  resentments  has  the  name  of  this  gentleman  fallen  under;  while  some 
have  counted  him  an  eminent  Christian,  and  others  have  counted  him 
almost  an  heretick;  some  have  counted  him  a  renowned  patriot,  and  others 
an  infamous  traitor.  If  Barak  signifie  both  to  bless  and  to  curse;  and 
EuXoysjvf  be  of  the  same  signilieancy  with  BXa(fipEtJ.siy,:[:  in  such  philology 
as  that  of  Suidas  and  Hesyehias;  the  usage  which  the  memory  of  this 
gentleman  has  met  withal,  seems  to  have  been  accommodated  unto  that 
indifferency  of  signilication  in  the  terms  for  such  an  usage. 

On  the  one  side,  I  find  an  old  New-English  manuscript  thus  reflecting: 

"  His  election  will  remain  as  a  blemish  to  their  judgments  who  did  elect  him,  while  New- 
Eiiglftnd  remains  a  nation;  for  he  coming  from  Old-England,  a  young  rniexperieilued  gen- 
tleman, (and  as  young  in  judgment  as  he  was  in  years,)  by  the  industry  of  some  that  couM 
do  much,  and  thought  by  him  to  play  their  own  game,  was  presently  elected  govemour; 
and  before  he  was  seai'ce  warm  in  his  seat,  began  to  broach  new  tenets ;  and  these  were 
agitated  with  as  much  violence,  as  if  the  welfare  of  New-England  must  have  been  sacrificed 
rriher  than  these  not  take  place.  But  the  wisdom  of  the  state  put  a  period  lo  his  govern- 
ment; necessity  caused  them  to  undo  the  works  of  their  own  hands,  and  leave  us  a  caveat, 
that  all  good  men  are  not  fit  for  government." 

But  on  the  other  side,  the  historian  who  has  printed,  "The  Trial  of  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  Knt.  at  the  King's  Bench,  "Westminster,  June  2,  and  6, 1662, 
with  other  Occasional  Speeches ;  also  his  Speech  and  Prayer  on  the  scaf- 


:yGoogIe 


SIB  HENRY  VAUE. 


:yGoogIe 


„Googlc 


„Googlc 


'-,^\^ 


THE   OBIGINAI.  GRASTEE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


:yGoogIe 


OE,    THE    HISTOEY    OF    NEW-EK  G  L  AND.  I37 

fold,"  has  given  us  in  him  the  picture  of  nothing  less  than  an  keroe.  He 
seems  indeed  by  that  story  to  have  suffered  hardly  enough,  but  no  man 
can  deny  that  he  suffered  bravely:  the  English  nation  has  not  often  seen 
more  of  Boman  (and  indeed  more  than  Roman)  gallantry,  out-facing  death 
in  the  most  pompous  terrours  of  it.  A  great  royalist,  present,  at  his  dec- 
ollation, swore,  "He  died  like  a  prince:"  he  could  say,  "I  bless  the  Lord 
I  am  so  far  from  being  affrighted  at  death,  that  I  find  it  rather  shrink  from 
me,  than  I  from  itl"  He  could  say,  "Ten  thousand  deaths  rather  than 
defile  my  conscience;  the  chastity  and  purity  of  which  I  value  beyond 
all  this  world;  I  would  not  for  ten  thousand  worlds  part  with  the  peace 
and  satisfaction  I  have  in  my  own  heart."  When  mention  was  made  of 
the  difficult  proceeding  against  him,  all  his  reply  was,  "Alas,  what  ado  do 
they  keep  to  make  a  poor  creature  like  his  Saviourl"  On  the  scaffold 
they  did,  by  the  blast  of  trumpets  in  his  face,  with  much  incivility,  hinder 
him  from  speaking  what  he  intended ;  which  incivility  he  aforehand  sus- 
pecting, committed  a  true  copy  of  it  unto  a  friend  before  his  going  thither; 
the  last  words  whereof  were  these : 

"As  my  last  woi'ds,  Heave  this  with  you,  that  as  the  present  storm  we  now  lye  undor, 
and  the  dark  clouds  that  yet  hnDg  over  ihe  refonncd  ehurehea  of  Christ,  (which  bi-c  coming 
thicker  and  thieker  for  n  season)  were  not  unforeseen  by  me  for  many  years  p.ist;  (as  some 
wiitings  of  mine  declare)  so  tlie  coming  of  Christ  in  these  clouds,  in  oi'der  to  a  speedy  and 
sudden  revival  of  his  cause,  ivnd  spreading  his  kingdom  over  theface  of  the  whole  earth,  is 
moat  clear  to  the  eye  of  my  failh,  even  that  faith  in  whicli  1  tUe." 

His  execution  was  June  14,  1662,  about  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age. 

§  4.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  notice  and  respect  of  the  colony 
fell  chiefly  on  Mr,  John  Endicot,  who,  after  many  services  done  for  the 
colony,  even  before  it  was  yet  a  colony,  as  well  as  when  he  saw  it  grown 
into  a  populous  nation,  under  his  prudent  and  equal  government,  expired 
in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  honourably  interred  at  Boston,  March  23, 1665. 

The  gentleman  that  succeeded  Mr.  Endicot  was  Mr.  Richard  Belling- 
ham,  one  who  was  bred  a  lawyer,  and  one  who  lived  beyond  eighty,  well 
esteemed  for  his  laudable  qualities,  but  as  the  Thebans  made  the  statues 
of  their  magistrates  withoyJ:  hands,  importing  that  they  must  be  no  takei-s; 
in  this  fashion  must  be  formed  the  statue  for  this  gentleman;  for  among 
all  his  virtues,  he  was  noted  for  none  more  than  for  his  notable  and  per- 
petual hatred  of  a  h-il)e,  which  gave  him,  with  his  country,  the  reputation 
of  old  claimed  by  Pericles,  to  be,  ipiXoToXic  «  xai  xpifiaruv  xfS\Sffm:  Civitaiis 
Amans  et  ad  pecunias  Invictus*  And  as  he  never  took  any  from  any  one 
living;  so  he  neither  could  nor  would  have  ^iyen  any  to  death;  butinthe 
latter  end  of  the  year  1672  he  had  his  "soul  gathered,  not  with  sinners, 
whose  right  hand  is  full  of  bribes,"  but  with  such  aa  "walk  in  their 
uprightness," 

The  gentleman  that  succeeded  Mr.  Bellingham  was  Mr,  John  Leveret, 
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one  to  whom  tte  affections  of  tlie  freemen  were  signalized,  in  tis  quick 
advances  through  the  lesser  stages  of  office  and  honour  unto  the  highest 
in  the  country;  and  one  whose  courage  had  been  as  much  recommended 
by  martial  actions  abroad  in  his  younger  years,  as  his  wisdom  and  justice 
were  now  at  home  in  his  elder.  The  anniversary  election  constantly  kept 
him  at  the  helm  from  the  time  of  his  first  sitting  there,  until  March  16, 1678, 
when  mortality  having  first  put  him  on  severe  trials  of  his  passive-courage, 
(much  more  dif&cult  than  the  active)  in  pains  of  the  stonA,  released  him. 


PATER  PATRIJEi*  OR,  THE  IIFE  OF  SIMON  ] 


The  gentleman  that  succeeded  Mr.  Leveret  was  Mr.  Simon  Bradstreet, 
the  son  of  a  minister  in  Lincolnshire,  who  was  always  a  non -conformist  at 
home,  as  well  as  when  preacher  at  Middleburgh  abroad.  Him  the  New- 
Englanders,  in  their  addresses  fUll  of  profound  respects  unto  him,  have 
with  good  reason  called,  "The  venerable  Mordecai  of  his  country."  He 
was  born  at  Horbling,  March,  1603.  His  father  (who  was  the  son  of  a 
Suffolk  gentleman  of  a  fine  estate)  waa  one  of  the  first  fellows  in  Immanuel 
Colledge,  under  Dr.  Chaderton,  and  one  afterwards  highly  esteemed  by 
Mr.  Cotton  and  by  Dr.  Preston.  Our  Bradstreet  was  brought  up  at  the 
"grammar-school,  until  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old;  and  then  the  death 
of  his  father  put  a  stop  for  the  present  unto  the  designs  of  his  further 
education.  But  according  to  i)i<i  faith  of  his  dying  father,  that  "he  should 
be  well  provided  for,"  he  was  within  two  or  three  years  after  this  taken 
into  the  religious  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  (the  best  family  of  any 
nobleman  then  in  England,)  where  he  spent  about  eight  years  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  sustaining  successively  divers  offices. 
Dr.  Preston  then  (who  had  been  my  lord's  tutor)  moved  my  lord  that  Mr. 
Bradstreet  might  have  their  permission  to  come  unto  Immanuel  Ooliedge, 
in  the  capacity  of  govemour  to  the  Lord  Rich,  the  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick ;  which  they  granting,  he  went  with  the  Doctor  to  Cambridge, 
who  provided  a  chamber  for  him,  with  advice  that  he  should  apply  him- 
self to  study  until  my  lord's  arrival.  But  he  afterwards,  in  a  writing  of 
his,  now  in  my  hands,  made  this  humble  complaint:  "I  met  with  many 
obstacles  to  my  study  in  Cambridge;  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  had  a  brother 
there,  who  often  called  me  forth  upon  pastimes.  Divers  masters  of  art, 
and  other  scholars  also,  constantly  met,  where  we  spent  most  part  of  the 
afternoons  many  times  in  discourse  to  little  purpose  or  profit;  hut  that 
seemed  an  easie  and  pleasant  life  then,  which  too  late  I  repented."    My 
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Lord  Eicli  not  coming  to  the  University,  Mr.  Bradstreet  returned  after  a 
year  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln's;  and  Mr.  Dudley  then  removing  to  Boston, 
his  place  of  steward  unto  the  Earl  was  conferred  on  Mr.  Bradstreet. 
Afterwards  he  with  much  ado  obtained  the  Earl'a  leave  to  answer  the 
desires  of  the  aged  and  pious  Countess  of  Warwick,  that  be  would  accept 
the  stewardship  of  her  noble  family,  which  as  the  former  he  discharged 
with  an  exemplary  discretion  and  fidelity.  Here  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Dudley,  by  whose  perswasion  he  came  in  company  with  him  to 
New-England,  where  he  spent  all  the  rest  of  his  days,  honourably  serving 
his  ge!ieration.  It  was  counted  a  singular  favour  of  Heaven  unto  l!i  chard 
Chamond,  Esq.,  one  of  England's  worthies,  that  he  was  a  Justice  of  Peace 
near  threescore  yearsj  but  of  Simon  Bradstreet,  Esq.,  one  of  New-Eng- 
land's worthies,  there  can  more  than  this  be  said;  for  he  was  chosen  a 
magistrate  of  New-Englaud  before  New-England  it  self  came  into  New- 
England;  even  in  their  first  gi-eat  voyage  thither,  Aniio  1630,  and  so  he 
continued  annually  chosen;  sometimes  also  their  secretary,  and  at  last 
their  governour,  until  the  colony  had  a  share  in  the  general  shipwreck  of 
charters,  which  the  reign  of  King  ChaVles  II.  brought  upon  the  whole 
English  nation.  Mr.  Joseph  Dudley  was  placed.  Anno  1685,  as  president 
over  the  territory  for  a  few  months,  when  the  judgment  that  was  entred 
against  the  charter  gave  unto  the  late  King  James  II.  an  opportunity  to 
make  what  alterations  he  pleased  upon  the  order  of  things,  under  which 
the  country  had  so  long  been  flourishing.  But  when  the  short  presidents 
ship  of  that  New-English  and  well  accomplished  gentleman,  the  son  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Dudley  above  mentioned,  was  expired,  I  am  not  in  a  disposition 
here  to  relate  what  was  the  condition  of  the  colony,  until  the  revolution 
whereto  their  condition  compelled  them.  Only  I  have  sometimes,  not 
without  amazement,  thought  of  the  representation  which  a  celebrated 
magician  made  unto  Catherine  de  Medicis,  the  Erench  Queen,  whose  impi- 
ous curiosity  led  her  to  desire  of  him  a  magical  exhibithn  of  all  the  Kings 
that  had  hitherto  reigned  in  France,  and  yet  were  to  reign.  The  shapes 
of  al!  the  Kings,  even  unto  the  husband  of  that  Queen,  successively  showed 
themselves,  in  the  enchanted  circle^  in  which  that  conjurer  had  made  his 
invocations,  and  they  took  as  many  tunis  as  there  had  been  years  in  their 
government.  The  Kings  that  were  to  come,  did  then  in  like  manner  suc- 
cessively come  upon  the  stage,  namely,  Francis  11.,  Charles  IX.,  Henry  III., 
Henry  IV.,  which  being  done,  then  two  cardinals,  Eichlieu  and  Mazarine, 
in  red  hats,  became  visible  in  the  spectacle:  but  after  those  cardinals,  there 
entred  wolves,  hears,  tygers  and  lions,  to  consummate  the  entertainment. 
If  the  people  of  New-England  had  not  imagined  that  a  number  of  as 
rapacioits  animals  were  at  last  come  into  their  government,  I  suppose  they 
would  not  have  made  such  a  revolution  as 'they  did,  on  April  18,  1689,  in 
conformity  to  the  pattern  which  the  English  nation  was  then  setting  before 
them.     Nevertheless,  I  have  nothing  in  this  paragraph  of  our  History 
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to  report  of  it,  but  tliat  Mr.  Bradstreet  was  at  this  time  alive;  whose 
paternal  compassions  for  a  country  thus  remarkably  his  own,  would  not 
permit  him  to  decline  his  return  unto  his  former  seat  in  the  government, 
upon  the  unanimous  invitation  of  the  people  thereunto.  It  was  a  remark 
then  generally  made  upon  him,  "  That  though  he  were  then  well  towards 
ninety  years  of  age,  his  intellectual  force  was  hardly  abated,  but  he  retained 
a  vigour  and  wisdom  that  would  have  recommended  a  younger  man  to 
the  government  of  a  greater  colony."  And  the  wonderful  difficulties 
through  which  the  colony  under  his  discreet  conduct  waded,  until  the 
arrival  of  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Phips,  with  a  commission  for  the 
government,  and  a  new  charter  in  the  year  1692,  gave  a  remarkable  dem- 
onstration of  it.  Yea,  this  honourable  Kestor  of  New-England,  in  the 
year  1696,  was  yet  alive;  and  as  Georgius  Leontinus,  who  lived  until  he 
was  an  hundred  and  eight  years  of  age,  being  asked  by  what  means  he 
attained  unto  such  an  age,  answered,  "By  my  not  living  voluptuously;" 
thus  this  excellent  person  attained  his  good  old  age,  in  part,  by  living 
very  temperately.  And  the  New-Englanders  would  have  counted  it  their 
satisfaction,  if,  like  Arganthonius,'  who  had  been  fourscore  years  the  gov- 
ernour  of  the  Tartesaians,  he  might  have  lived  unto  the  age  of  an  hundred 
and  twenty ;  or,  even  unto  the  age  of  Johannes  de  Temporibus,  who  was 
knighted  by  the  Emperour  Charlemaign,  and  yet  was  living  till  the 
Emperour  Conrade,  and  saw,  they  say,  no  fewer  years  than  three  hmidred 
threescore  and  one.^  Though,  "to  be  dissolved  and  be  with  Christ,"  was 
the  satisfaction  which  this  our  Macrobius  himself  was  with  a  weary  soul 
now  waiting  and  longing  for;  and  Christ  at  length  granted  it  unto  him, 
on  March  27, 1697.  Tlien  it  was,  that  one  of  the  oldest  servants  that  God 
and  the  King  had  upon  earth,  drew  his  Jast,  in  the  very  place  where  he 
drew  his  first,  American  breath.  He  died  at  Salem,  in  a  troublesome  time, 
and  entred  into  everlasting  peace.  And  in  imitation  of  what  the  Roman 
orator  said  upon  the  death  of  Crassus,  I  will  venture  to  say,  Fuit  hoc, 
liKtuosum  suis,  Acerhum  Patrice,  Grave  Bonis  Omnibus:  scd  ii  tamen  Bern- 
puUicam  casus  Secuti  stmt,  ut  vnihi  non  Mrepta  Bradstreeto  Vita,  sed  donata 
mors  esse  videatiir.* 

The  epitaph  on  that  femous  lawyer,  Simon  Pistorius,  we  will  now  imploy 
for  this  eminently  prudent  and  upright  administrator  of  our  laws: 
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CEAFTEE  ?L 

smi  ■'hvs,  Td  est,  VIRI  AJilMATI;*    OR  AS.S1STEBT8. 

The  freemen  of  New-England  liad  a  great  variety  of  worthy  men, 
among  wliom  they  might  pick  and  chuae  a  number  of  Magisteates  to  be 
the  assistants  of  their  Governours,  both  in  directing  the  general  affairs 
of  the  land,  and  in  dispensing  of  justice  unto  the  people.  But  they  wisely 
made  few  alterations  in  their  annual  elections;  and  they  thereby  shewed 
their  satisfaction  in  the  wise  and  good  conduct  of  those  whom  tliey  had 
elected.  If  they  called  some  few  of  their  magistrates  from  the  phvxjh  to 
the  hencli,  so  the  old  Romans  did  some  of  their  dictators;  yea,  the  greatest 
kings  in  the  world  once  carried  plough-shares  on  the  top  of  their  scqiters. 
However,  the  inhabitants  of  New-England  never  were  so  unhappy  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Norcia,  a  town  scarce  ten  leagues  from  Rome;  where  they 
do  at  this  day  chuse  their  own  magistrates,  but  use  an  exact  care,  "That 
no  man  who  is  able  to  write,  or  to  read,  shall  he  capable  of  any  share  in 
the  government."  The  magistrates  of  New-England  have  been  of  a  better 
education.  Indeed,  several  deserving  persons,  who  were  joined  as  associ- 
ates and  commissioners  unto  these,  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the 
laws  in  emergencies,  cannot  be  brought  into  our  catalogue;  but  the  nanws 
of  all  our  magistrates,  with  the  tiraes  when  I  find  their  first  advancement 
niito  that  character  are  these : 


Echfuil  pBtry, 

Samnal  Vaasl, 
Hieopblltis  Gulon, 
Thomio  Admns, 

Georgo  IWcrofi, 

John  Pocook, 
ChclBlopher  Cowlson, 


WUIiam  Tjnge, 
Berber!  Pelhaiu, 
Robett  Bridges, 
Francli  WUloughby, 


Jolin  Sicbi 
John  HnlJ, 
Borlholom 


iha  HuKbinson, 
luel  Seurnl, 
ta  Addii^'loii, 
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That  these  names  are  proper  and  worthy  to  be  found  in  our  Chureli- 
Hbtory,  will  be  acknowledged,  when  it  is  considered,  not  only  that  they 
were  the  members  of  Congregational  churches,  and  by  the  members  of 
the  churches  chosen  to  be  the  rulers  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  their 
exemplary  behaviour  in  their  magistracy  was  generally  such  as  to  "adorn 
the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,"  and,  according  to  the  old  Jewish  wishes, 
prohibOwn  est  Momini,  itistar  prindpis  Dominati  super  populum  et  cum  ela- 
tione  Spiritus,  sed,  mqn  niJj?3  cwm  mansvetudine  ae  Timore;^  but  also  that 
their  love  to,  and  zeal  for,  and  care  of  these  churches,  was  not  the  least 
part  of  their  character. 

The  instances  of  their  eoneem  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches  were 
innumerable,  I  will  single  out  but  one  from  the  rest,  because  of  some 
singular  subserviency  to  the  designs  of  our  Church-History,  therein  to  be 
proposed,  I'll  do  it  only  by  transcribing  an  instrument,  published  Arnio 
1668,  in  such  terms  as  these; 

To  the  Eiders  and  Ministers  of  every  ' 
England,  the  Gov, 

"Rbvebehd  and  Beloved  in  the  Loeo;  We  find  in  the  examples  of  holy  Scripture,  that 
mngistratea  have  not  only  extited  and  commanded  all  the  people  under  their  government, 
'to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and  do  the  law  and  commandment,'  (2  Chron.  xiv. 
2,  3, 4;  Ezra  vii.  2S,  26,  27,)  but  aiso  sljri'ed  up  and  sent  forth  the  Levites,  accompanied 
with  other  principal  men,  to 'teach  thegoodkiiowledgeof  the  Lord  throughout  all  the  cities,' 
(3  Chron.  xvii.  6,  7,  8,  9,)  which  endeavours  have  been  crowned  with  the  blussing  of  God. 

"Also  we  find  that  our  brethren  of  the  Congregational  perswaaion  in  England,  have  made 
a  good  profession  in  their  book,  entitnled,  'A  declaration  of  Iheu-f^th  and  order,'  (page  59, 
sect  14,)  where  they  say,  'That  although  pastors  and  teachers  stand  especially  related  unto 
their  pai'ticulai'  churches,  yet  they  ought  not  to  neglett  others  living  within  their  poi'ochial 
bounds;  but  besides  their  constant  public  preachiiig  to  them,  they  ought  to  enquire  after 
thdr  profiting  by  the  worf,  instructing  them  in,  and  pressing  upon  them,  (whether  young 
or  old)  Ihe  gi'eat  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  even  personally  and  partienlariy,  so  far  as  their 
strength  and  time  will  permit.' 

"We  hope  that  sundry  of  you  need  not  a  spur  in  these  things,  but  ai'c  eonscientiooaly 
careful  to  do  your  dnty.  Yet,  forasmuch  as  we  have  cause  to  fear  that  there  is  too  much 
neglect  in  many  places,  notwithstanding  the  laws  long  since  provided  therein,  we  do  tliere- 
fore  think  it  our  duty  to  emit  this  declaration  unto  you,  earnesUy  desiring,  and,  in  the  bowels 
of  our  Lord  Jesus,  requiring  you  to  be  very  diligent  and  careful  to  catechise  and  instruct 
nil  people  (especially  the  youth)  under  your  charge,  in  the  sound  principles  of  Christian 
reli^on;  and  that  not  only  in  publiok,  but  privately  'from  house  to  house,'  as  blessed  Paul 
did;  (Acts  xx.  20,)  or  at  least  three,  four,  or  more  families  meeting  together,  as  time  and 
strength  may  permit;  taking  to  your  assistance  soch  godly  and  grave  persons  as  to  you 
may  seem  most  expedient:  and  also  that  you  labour  to  inform  your  selves  (as  much  as  may 
*  It  1b  forbidden  lo  maa  la  nile  like  a  prince  over  a  people,  and  niUi  a  proud  spirit:  he  ^ould  eiu^cisa 
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be  meet)  how  your  hearers  do  profit  hy  the  word  of  God,  and  how  Ihelv  conversations  do 
agree  (herewith;  and  whether  the  youth  are  taught  to  re:id  the  English  tongue:  taking  all 
occasions  to  apply  SHitable.  exhortations  particularly  unto  thcra,  for  the  rehuke  of  those  that 
do  evil,  and  the  encouragement  of  them  that  do  well. 

"  The  effectual  and  constant  proseculjon  hereof,  we  hope  will  have  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  salvation  of  souls;  to  suppress  the  growth  of  sin  and  profitneness;  to  beget  more  love 
flnd  unity  among  the  people,  and  more  reverence  and  esteem  of  the  ministry:  and  it  will 
assuredly  be  to  the  enki'goment  of  your  crown,  and  reeompence  in  etwunl  glory, 

"Given  at  Boston,  the  10th  of  March,  1663,  by  the  governour  and  council,  and  by  them 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  accordingly. 

"Edward  Rawsoh,  SecreUtry." 


CHAPXEE  YIL 

PIBLICOIA     CHRISTIANUS. 

THE  LITE  OF  EDWARD  IIOPKIKS,  ESa,  GOVERNOE  OE  COMECTICUT  COLONT, 

Superior cs  sitit,  qtii  euperiores  esse,  sciunt.f 

§  1.  When  tlie  .great  God  of  heaven  had  carried  his  "peculiar  people" 
into  a  wilderness,  the  theocracy,  wherein  he  hecame  (as  he  was  for  that 
reason,  stiled)  "the  Lord  of  Hosts,"  unto  them  and  the  four  squadrons  of 
their  army,  was  most  eminently  displayed  in  his  enacting  of  their  Jaws,  his 
directing  of  their  wcsrs,  and  Ms  electing  and  inspiring  of  their  jiw^es.  In 
some  resemblance  hereunto,  when  four  colonies  of  Christians  had  marched 
like  so  many  hosts  under  the  conduct  of  the  good  spirit  of  our  Lord  Jeans 
Christ  into  an  American  wilderneas,  there  were  several  instances  wherein 
that  army  of  confessors  was  under  a  theocracy;  for  their  laws  were  still 
enacted,  and  their  wars  were  still  directed  by  the  voice  of  Cod,  as  far^as 
they  understood  it,  speaking  from  the  oracle  of  the  Scriptures:  and  though 
their  judges  were  still  elected  by  themselves,  and  not  inspired  with  such 
extraordinary  influences  as  carried  them  of  old,  yet  these  also  being  singu- 
larly furnished  and  offered  by  the  special  providence  of  God  unto  the 
government  of  his  ISTew-English  people,  were  so  eminently  acted,  by 
his  graces,  and  his  precepts,  in  the  discharge  of  their  government,  that  the 
blessed  people  were  stiR  sensibly  governed  hy  the  Lord  of  all.  Now,  among 
the  first  judges  of  New-England,  was  Bdwaed  Hopkins,  Esq.,  in  whose 
time  the  colony  of  Connecticut  was  favoured  with  "judges  as  at  first:" 
and  put  under  the  power  of  those  with  whom  it  was  a  maxim,  Oratius  est 
pietatis  Nomen,  quam  potestatis.X 

§  2.  The  descent  and  breeding  of  Mr,  Edward  Hopkins,  (who  was  born 
I  thinii  near  Shrewsbury,  about  the  year  1600,)  first  fitted  him  for  the 
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condition  of  a  Turkey-metchant,  in  London :  where  he  lived  several  years 
in  good  fashion  and  esteem,  until  a  powerful  party  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, then  resolving  not  only  to  sefparate  from  the  communion  of  all  the 
feithfal  that  were  averse  to  certain  confessedly  unscriptural  and  uninsti- 
tuted  rites  in  the  worship  of  Grod,  but  also  to  ^persecute  with  destroying 
severities  those  that  were  nou-eonformists  thereunto,  compelled  a  consider- 
ahle  number  of  good  men  to  seek  a  shelter  among  the  salvages  of  America. 
Among  these,  and  with  his  excellent  father-in-law,  Mr,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
he  came  to  New-England;  where,  then  removing  from  the  Massaehuset- 
bay  unto  Hartford  upon  Connecticut  Eiver,  he  became  a  ruler  and  pillar 
of  that  colony,  during  the  time  of  his  abode  in  the  country, 

§  3.  In  his  government  he  act^uitted  himself  as  the  Solomon  of  his 
colony,  to  whom  "  God  gave  wisdom  and  knowledge,  that  he  might  go  out 
and  come  in  before  the  people;"  and  as  he  was  the  liead^  so  he  was  the 
heart  of  the  people,  for  the  resolution  to  do  well,  which  he  maintained 
among  them.  An  unjust  judge  is,  as  one  says,  "a  cold  fire,  a  dark  sun,  a 
dry  sea,  all  ungood  God,  a  contradictjo  in  adjecio."*  Far  from  such  was  our 
Hopkins;  no,  he  was,  Jixaiov  lij.-^vx'iv,f  a  meer  piece  of  living  justice.  And 
as  he  had  no  separate  interests  of  his  own,  so  be  pursued  their  interests  with 
such  an  unspotted  and  successful  fidelity,  that  they  might  call  him,  as  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin  did  their  leader  in  the  wilderness,  Abidan;  that  is  to 
say,  "  our  father  is  judge."  New-England  saw  little  dawnings,  and  emblems, 
and  earnesii  of  the  day,  "that  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven  shall  be  given  unto  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most 
High,"  when  such  a  saint  as  our  Hopkins  was  one  of  its  governours.  And 
the  felicity  which  a  great  man  has  prognosticated  for  Europe,  "that  God 
will  stir  up  some  happy  governour  in  some  country  in  Christendom,  indued 
with  wisdom  and  consideration,  who  shall  discern  the  true  nature  of  God- 
liness and  Christianity,  and  the  necessity  and  excellency  of  serious  religion, 
and  shall  place  his  honour  and  felicity  in  pleasing  God  and  doing 
and  attaining  everlasting  happiness,  and  shall  subject  all  worldly 
unto  these  high  and  glorious  ends :"  this  was  now  exemplified  in  America. 

§  4.  Most  exemplary  was  his  piety  and  his  charity;  and  while  he  gov- 
erned others  by  the  laws  of  God,  he  did  himself  yield  a  profound  subjection 
unto  those  laws.  He  was  exemplarily  watchful '  over  his  own  behaviour, 
and  made  a  continual  contemplation  oij  and  preparation  for  death,  to  be  the 
character  of  his  life.  It  was  his  manner  to  rise  early,  even  before  day,  to 
enjoy  the  devotions  of  his  closet;  after  which  he  spent  a  considerable  time 
in  reading,  and  opening,  and  applying  the  word  of  God  unto  his  fomily, 
and  then  praying  with  them :  and  he  had  one  particular  way  to  cause 
attention  in  the  people  of  his  family,  which  was  to  ask  any  person  that 
seemed  careless  in  the  midst  of  his  discourse,  "What  was  it  that  I  read 
or  spoke  last?"  whereby  he  habituated  them  unto  such  an  attention,  that 
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they  were  still  usually  able  to  give  a  ready  account.  But  as  for  ids  prayers, 
they  were  not  on\y  frequent,  but  ao  fervent  also,  that  he  frequently  fell  a 
hkeding  at  the  nose  through  the  agony  of  spirit  with  "which  he  laboured 
iu  them.  And  especially  when  imploring  such  spiritual  blessings  as,  "that 
God  would  grant  in  the  end  of  our  lives,  the  end  of  our  hopes,  even  the 
salvation  of  our  souls,"  he  would  be  so  transported,  that  the  observing  and 
judicious  hearers  would  say  sometimes  upon  it^  "Surely  this  man  cannot 
be  long  out  of  heaven,"  Moreover,  in  his  neighbourhood  he  not  only  set 
himself  to  encourage  and  countenance  real  Godliness,  but  also  would  him- 
self kindly  visit  the  Meetings  that  the  reli^ous  neighbours  privately  kept 
for  the  exercises  of  it;  and  where  the  least  occasion  for  contention  was 
offered,  he  would,  with  a  prudent  and  speedy  endeavour,  extinguish  it 
But  th.&  poor  he  so  considered,  that  besides  the  daily  reliels  which  with  his 
own  hands  he  dispensed  unto  them,  he  would  put  considerable  sxims  of 
money  into  the  hands  of  his  friends,  to  be  by  them  employed  as  they  saw 
"  opportuuity  to  do  good  unto  all,  especially  the  household  of  faith."  In 
this  thing  he  was  like  that  noble  and  worthy  English  General,  of  whom 
'tis  noted,  "he  never  thought  he  had  any  thing  but  what  he  gave  away;" 
and  yet,  after  all,  with  much  humility  he  would  profess,  as  one  of  the  most 
liberal  men  that  ever  was  in  the  world  often  would,  "I  have  often  turned 
over  my  books  of  accounts,  but  I  could  never  find  the  great  God  charged 
a  debtor  there. " 

§  5.  But  suffering  as  well  aa  doing  belongs  to  the  compleat  character  of 
a  Christian;  and  there  were  several  trials  wherein  our  Lord  called  this 
eminently  patient  servant  of  his  to  suffer  the  will  of  God.  He  conflicted 
with  bodily  infirmities,  but  especially  with  a  wasting  and  a  bloody  cough, 
which  held  him  for  thirty  years  together.  He  had  been  by  persecutions 
driven  to  cross  an  ocean,  to  which  he  had  in  his  nature  an  antipathy; 
and  then  a  wilderness  full  of  such  crosses  as  attend  the  beginning  of  & 
plantation,  exercised  him.  Nevertheless,  there  was  one  affliction  which 
continually  dropt  upon  him  above  all  the  rest,  and  that  was  this,  he  mar- 
ried a  daughter  which  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Eaton  had  by  a  former 
husband ;  one  that  from  a  child  had  been  observable  for  desirable  qualities. 
But  some  time  after  she  was  married,  she  fell  into  a  distempered  1 
choly,  which  at  last  issued  in  an  incurable  distraction,  with  such  ill-s 
ideas  in  her  brain,  as  use  to  be  formed  when  the  animal  spirits  are  Jired  hy 
irregular  particles,  fixed  with  acid,  bilious,  venemous  ferments  in  the  bleed. 
Very  grievous  was  this  afiliction  unto  this  her  worthy  consort,  who  was  by 
temper  a  very  affectionate  person ;  and  who  now  left  no  part  of  a  tondier 
husband  undone,  to  ease,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  to  cure  the  lamentable 
desolation  thus  come  upon  "the  desire  of  his  eyes;"  but  when  the  pliysi- 
cian  gave  him  to  understand  that  no  means  would  be  likely  to  rcsiore  her 
sense  but  such  as  would  be  also  likely  to  hazard  her  life,  he  replied,  with 
tears,  "  I  had  rather  bear  my  cross  unto  the  end  that  the  Lord'Shall  give  t" 
Vol.  I.— 10 
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but  upon  this  occasion  he  said  unto  Ler  sister,  who,  with  all  the  rest  related 
unto  her,  were  as  dear  unto  him  as  his  own,  "I  have  often  thought,  what 
would  be  the  meaning  of  the  Lord,  in  chastising  of  me  with  so  sharp  a  rod, 
and  with  so  long  a  stroke,"  whereto,  when  she  replied,  "Sir,  nothing  sin- 
gular has,  in  this  case,  befallen  you ;  God  hath  afflicted  others  in  the  like 
way;  and  we  must  he  content  with  our  portion;"  he  answered,  "Sister, 
this  is  among  the  Lord's  rarities.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  tell  what  sore  to 
lay  my  hand  upon :  however,  in  general,  my  sovereign  Lord  is  just,  and 
I  wiU  justifie  him  for  ever:  but  in  particular,  I  have  thought  the  mattor 
might  lye  here:  I  promised  myself  too  much  content  in  this  relation  and 
enjoyment;  and  the  Lord  will  make  me  to  know  that  this  world  shall  not 
aflbrd  it  me."  So  he  wisely,  meekly,  fruitfiiUy  bore  this  heavy  affliction 
unto  his  dying  day;  having  been  taught  by  the  affliction  to  die  daily  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

§  6.  About  Goveniour  Eaton,  his  father-in-law,  he  saw  cause  to  say 
unto  a  sister-in-law,  whom  he  much  valued,  "I  have  oflen  wondred  at 
my  father  and  your  father;  I  have  heard  him  say,  That  he  never  had  a 
repenting,  or  a  repining  thought,  about  his  coming  to  New-England: 
surely,  in  this  matter  he  hath  a  grace  far  out-shining  mine.  But  he  is 
our  fiithcr!  I  cannot  say,  as  he  can,  I  have  had  hard  work  with  my  own 
heart  about  it."  But  upon  the  {leath  of  his  elder  brother,  who  was  warden 
of  the  fleet,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  return  into  England,  that  he  might 
look  after  tlie  estate  which  then  fell  unto  him;  and  accordingly,  after  a 
s  and  a  terrible  voyage,  wherein  they  were  eminently  endan- 
%  accidentally  enkindled  on  the  ship,  as  weU  as  by  toatei;  which 
tore  it  so  to  pieces,  that  it  was  towed  in  by  another  ship,  he  at  length, 
Per  Varios  Camta;  per  tut  Discrimina  Jferum,* 

arrived  there.  There  a  great  notice  was  quickly  taken  of  him:  he  was 
made  warden  of  the  fleet,  commissioner  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  navy 
office,  a  parliament-man;  and  he  was  placed  in  some  other  considerable 
stations:  in  all  which  he  more  than  answered  the  expectations  of  those 
who  took  him  to  he  a  person  eminently  qualified  for  public  service.  By 
these  employments,  his  design  of  returning  to  New-England,  with  which 
he  left  it,  was  diverted  so  far,  that  he  sent  for  his  family;  and  about  the 
time  that  he  looked  for  them,  he  being  advantaged  by  hia  great  places  to 
employ  certain  frigots  for  their  safety  on  the  coast,  by  that  means  had 
them  safely  brought  unto  him.  When  they  were  with  him  in  London, 
one  of  them  told  him  how  much  his  friends  in  New-England  wished  and 
prayed  for  his  return :  and  how  that  passage  had  been  used  in  our  puhlick 
supplications  for  that  mercy,  "Lord,  if  we  may  win  him  in  heaven,  we 
shall  yet  have  him  on  earth:"  but  he  replyed,  "I  have  had  many  thoughts 
about  my  return,  and  my  affections  have  been  bent  very  strongly  that 
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way;  and  tliougli  I  have  now,  blessed  be  God,  received  my  family  here, 
yet  that  shall  be  no  hindrance  to  my  return.  I  will  tell  you,  though  I 
am  little  worth,  yet  I  have  that  love  whieh  will  dispose  me  to  serve  the 
Lord  and  that  people  of  his.  But  as  to  that  matter,  I  incline  to  think 
they  will  not  win  it  in  heaven ;  and  I  know  not  whether  the  terrors  of  my 
dreadful  voyage  hither  might  not  be  ordered  by  the  Divine  Providence  to 
stake  me  in  this  land,  being  in  my  spirit  sufficiently  loth  to  ran  the  hazard 
of  such  another.  I  must  also  say  to  you,  I  mourn  exceedingly,  and  I  fear, 
I  fear,  the  sins  of  New-England  will  ere  long  be  read  in  its  punishments. 
The  Lord  has  planted  that  land  with  a  nobis  vine;  and  blessed  Jiast  ilwu  been, 
0  land,  in  thy  rulers!  But,  alas!  for  the  generality  they  have  not  consid- 
ered how  they  were  to  honour  the  rides  of  God,  in  honouring  of  those 
whom  God  made  rulers  over  them ;  and  I  fear  they  will  come  to  smart  by 
having  them  set  over  them,  that  it  will  be  an  hard  icorJc  to  honour,  and 
that  will  hardly  be  capable  to  manage  their  affairs." 

§  7.  Accordingly  he  continued  in  England  the  rest  of  his  days,  in 
several  places  of  great  honour  and  burden  faithfully  serving  the  nation ; 
but  in  the  midst  of  his  publick  employments  most  exactly  maintaining 
the  zeal  and  watch  of  his  own  private  walk  with  God.  His  mind  kept 
continually  mellowing  and  ripening  for  heaven;  and  one  expression  of 
his  heavenly  mind,  among  many  others,  a  little  before  his  end,  was,  "  How 
often  have  I  pleased  my  self  with  thoughts  of  a  joyful  meeting  with  my 
father  Eaton!  I  remember  with  what  pleasure  he  would  come  down  the 
street,  that  he  might  meet  me  when  I  came  from  Hartford  unto  New- 
Haven:  but  with  how  much  greater  pleasure  shall  we  shortly  meet  one 
another  in  heaven  1"  But  as  an  heavenly  mind  is  oftentimes  a  presagirig 
mind,  so  be  would  sometimes  utter  this  presage  unto  some  that  were  near 
and  dear  unto  him:  "God  will  shortly  take  the  Protector  away,  and  soon 
after  that  you  will  see  great  changes  overturning  the  present  constitution, 
and  sore  troubles  come  upon  those  that  now  promise  better  things  unto 
themselves."  However,  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prediction, 

I  8.  For  the  time  now  drew  near  that  this  Israelite  was  to  die !  He  had 
been  in  his  life  troubled  with  many  fears  of  death;  and  after  he  fell  sick, 
even  when  he  drew  very  near  his  death,  he  said,  with  tears,  "Ohl  pray 
for  me,  for  I  am  in  extream  darkness  I"  But  at  length,  on  a  Lord's  day, 
about  the  very  time  when  Mr.  Caryl  was  publickJy  praying  for  him,  bis 
darkness  all  vanished,  and  he  broke  forth  into  these  expressions:  "Ohl 
Lord,  thou  hast  kept  the  best  wine  until  the  last!  Oh!  friends,  could 
you  believe  this  t  I  shall  be  blessed  for  ever ;  I  shall  quickly  be  in  eternal 
glory.  Now  let  the  whole  world  count  me  vile,  and  call  me  an  hypocrite, 
or  what  they  will,  I  matter  it  not;  I  shall  be  blessed;  there  is  reserved 
for  me  a  crown  of  glory.  Oh!  blessed  be  God  for  Jesus  Christ!  I  have 
heretofore  thought  it  an  hard  thing  to  die,  but  now  I  find  that  it  is  not 
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So.  If  I  miglit  have  my  choice,  I  would  now  chuae  to  die.  Oli!  my 
Lord,  I  pray  thee  send  me  net  baok  again  into  this  evil  world,  I  have 
enough  of  it;  no.  Lord,  now  take  me  to  glory,  and  the  Idngdom  that  ia 
prepared  for  mel"  Yea,  the  standers  by  thought  it  not  possible  for  them 
to  utter,  exactly  after  him,  the  heavenly  words  which  now  proceeded  from 
him;,  and  when  one  of  them  said,  "Sir,  the  Lord  hath  enlarged  your  faith;" 
he  replied,  "!Friend,  this  ia  sense;  the  Lord  hath  even  satisfied  my  sense; 
I  am  sensibly  satisfied  of  everlasting  glory  I"  Two  or  three  daya  he  now 
spent  in  prayers  and  praises,  and  in  inexpressible  joys;  in  which  time, 
when  some  eminent  persons  of  a  very  publick  station  and  imployment 
came  to  visit  him,  unto  them  he  said,  "  Sirs,  take  heed  of  your  hearts  while 
you  are  in  your  work  for  God,  that  there  be  no  root  of  bitterness  within 
you.  It  may  be  pretended  your  desires  are  to  serve  God,  but  if  there  are 
in  you  secret  aims  at  advancing  of  your  selves,  and  your  own  estates  and 
interests,  the  Lord  will  not  accept  your  services  aa  pure  before  him." 

But  at  length,  in  the  month  of  March,  1657,  at  London  he  expired; 
when  being  opened,  it  was  found  that  his  heart  had  been  unaccountably, 
as  it  were,  boiled  and  wasted  in  water,  until  it  was  become  a  little  brittle 
skin,  which,  being  touched,  presently  dropped  in  pieces.  He  had  ofl:en 
wished,  upon  some  great  acconnta,  that  he  might  live  till  the  beginning  of 
this  year;  and  now  when  he  lay  a  dying,  he  said,  "Lord  I  thou  hast  fulfilled 
my  desires  according  to  thy  word,  that  thou  wilt  fulfil  the  desires  of  them 
that  fear  thee." 

Wow,  from  the  tombstone  of  another  eminent  person,  we  will  fetch  what 
shall  here  be  a  proper 
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§  1.  Alternately,  for  the  most  part  every  other  year,  Mr.  Haines,  whom 
we  have  already  mentioned  elsewhere,  took  a  turn  with  Mr.  Hopkins  in 
the  chief  place  of  government  And  besides  these,  (reader,  the  oracle  that 
once  predicted  government  unto  a  ©,  would  now  and  here  predict  it  unto 
a  W,)  there  were  Mr.  Willis,  Mr.  Wells,  and  Mr.  Webster,  all  of  whom  also 
bad  opportunity  to  express  their  liberal  and  generous  dispositions,  and  the 
governing  virtues  of  wisdom,  justice  and  courage,  by  the  election  of  the 
freemen  in  the  colony  before  its  being  united  with  Ncw-Ilavcn,     Had  the 
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surviving  relations  of  these  worthy  men  sent  iu  unto  me  a  tenth  part  of 
the  considerable  and  imi/ahk  things  which  occurred  in  their  lives,  they  might 
have  made  more  of  a  figure  in  this  our  history;  whereas  I  must  now  sum 
up  all,  with  assuring  my  reader,  that  it  is  the  want  of  knowledge  in  me,  and 
not  of  desert  in  theTTi,  that  has  eonflued  us  unto  this  hrevity. 

§  2.  After  the  union  of  Connecticut  with  New-Haven,  there  were  in 
chief  government  Mr.  Leet,  whom  we  have  already  paid  our  dues  unto: 
and  Mr.  Treat,  who  is  yet  living,  a  pious  and  a  valiant  man,  and  (if  even 
Annosa  Qtiercus*  be  an  honourable  thingi)  worthy  to  be  honoured  for  an 
hoary  head  found,  in  the  way  of  righteousness;  besides,  Mr.  Winthrop,  of 
whom  anon,  reader,  expect  a  compleater  history. 
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IHE  LIFE  OP  IHEOPHILUS  EATON,  ESa,  GOVEEKOUK  01  KEW-HAVEK  COLOKY. 

JtiBlitire  Caltor,  Eigidi  Servalor  Honesti, 
In  Covaautie  Buman.X 

%  1.  It  has  been  enquired  why  the  Evangelist  Luke,  in  ih.&  first  sacred 
history  which  he  addressed  unto  his  fellow-citizen,  gave  him  the  title  of 
"  The  most  excellent  Theophilus,"  but  in  the  next  he  used  no  higher  a  stile 
than  plain  Theophilus  I  And  though  seyeral  other  answers  might  be 
given  to  that  enquiry,  'tis  enough  to  say,  that  neither  the  civility  of  Luke, 
nor  nobility  of  Theophilus,  were  by  age  abated ;  but  Luke  herein  considered 
the  disposition  of  Theophilus,  as  well  as  his  own,  with  whom  a  reduced 
age  had  rendered  all  tiUes  of  honour  more  disagreeable  superfluities.  Indeed, 
nothing  would  have  been  more  unacceptable  to  the  governour  of  our  New- 
Haven  colony,  all  the  time  of  his  being  so,  than  to  have  been  advanced 
and  applauded  above  the  rest  of  mankind,  yet  it  must  be' now  published 
unto  the  knowledge  of  mankind,  that  New-England  could  not  of  his  qual- 
ity show  a  more  excellent  person,  and  this  was  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq.,  the 
first  governour  of  that  colony.  Humility  is  a  virtue  whereof  Amyraldus 
observes,  "There  is  not  so  much  as  a  shadow  of  commendation  in  all  the 
pagan  writers."  But  the  reader  is  now  concerned  with  writings  which  will 
commend  a  person  for  humility;  and  therefore  our  Eaton,  in  whom  the 
shine  of  every  virtue  was  particularly  set  off  with  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  humility,  must  now  be  proposed  as  commendable. 

§  2.  'Tis  reported,  that  the  earth  taken  from  the  banks  of  Nilus,  will 
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very  strangely  sympathize  with  the  place  iroin  whence  it  was  taken,  and 
grow  moist  or  dry  according  to  the  increase  and  the  decrease  of  tlie  river. 
And  in  spite  of  that  Popish  lie  which  pretends  to  observe  the  contrary,  this 
thing  has  been  signally  moralized  in  the  daily  observation,  that  the  sons  of 
ministers,  though  betaking  thcmselvea  to  other  employments,  do  ordinarily 
carry  about  with  them  an  holy  and  happy  savour  of  their  ministerial  edu- 
cation. 'Twas  remarkably  exemplified  in  onr  Theophilus  Eaton,  who  was 
born  at  Stony-Stratford  in  Oxfordshire,  the  eldest  son  to  the  feithful  and 
famous  minister  of  the  place.  But  the  words  of  old  used  by  Philostratus 
concerning  the  son  of  a  great  man, ' '  As  for  his  son,  I  have  nothing  else  to  say, 
but  that  he  was  his  son;"  they  could  not  be  used  concerning  our  Theophi- 
lus, who,  having  received  a  good  education  from  his  pious  parents,  did  live 
many  years  to  answer  that  education  in  his  own  piety  and  usefulness. 

§  3.  His  father  being  removed  unto  Coventry,  he  there  at  school  fell 
into  the  intimate  acquaintance  of  that  worthy  John  Davenport,  with  whom 
the  providence  of  God  many  years  after  united  in  the  great  undertaking 
of  settling  a  colony  of  Christian  and  reformed  churches  on  the  American 
strand.  Here  his  ingenuity  and  proficiency  rendered,  him  notable;  and 
so  vast  was  his  rriemary,  that  although  he  wrote  not  at  the  church,  yet 
when  he  came  home,  he  would,  at  his  father's  call,  repeat  unto  those  that 
met  in  his  father's  house,  the  sermons  which  had  been  publickly  preached 
by  others,  as  well  as  his  own  father,  with  such  exactness,  as  astonished 
all  the  neighbourhood.  But  in  their  after  improvements,  the  hands  of 
Divine  Providence  were  laid  across  upon  the  heads  of  Theophiluts  Eaton 
and  John  Davenport;  for  Davenport,  whose  fe,ther  was  the  mayor  of  Cov- 
entry, became  a  minister;  and  Eaton,  whose  father  was  ministfr  of 
Coventry,  contrary  to  his  intentions,  became  a  merchant.  His  parents  were 
very  loth  to  have  complied  with  his  inclinations;  but  their  compliance 
therewithal  did  at  last  appear  to  have  been  directed  by  a  special  fiivour 
of  Heaven  unto  the  fiimily,  when,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  by  this 
means  became  the  Joseph,  by  whom  his  mother  was  maintained  until 
she  died,  and  his  orphan  brethren  and  sisters  had  no  small  part  of  their 
subsistence. 

§  4.  During  the  time  of  his  hard  apprenticeship  he  behaved  himself 
wisely;  and  his  wisdom,  with  God^s  favour,  particularly  appeared  in  his 
chaste  escape  from  the  sna.res  of  a  young  woman  in  the  house  where  he 
lived,  who  would  fain  have  taken  him  in  the  pits  by  the  time  man  cautioned 
against,  and  who  was  herself  so  taken  only  with  his  moat  comely  person, 
that  she  dyed  for  the  love  of  him,  when  she  saw  him  gone  too  far  t 
obtained:  whereas,  by  the  like  snares,  the  apprentice  that  next  s 
him  was  undone  for  ever.  But  being  a  person  herewithal  most  s 
diligent  in  his  business,  it  was  not  long  before  the  maxim  of  the  wise  man 
was  most  literally  accomplished  in  his  coming  to  "stand  before  princes;" 
for  being  made  a  freeman  of  London,  he  applied  himself  unto  the  East- 
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Country  trade,  and  was  publickly  chosen  tlie  deputj-governoiir  of  tlie 
company,  wherein  he  so  acquitted  himself  as  to  become  considerable. 
And  afterwards  going  himself  into  the  East- Country,  he  not  only  became 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  Baltick-sea,  but  also  became  so 
well  improved  in  the  accomplishments  of  a  man  of  business,  that  the  King 
of  England  imployed  him  as  an  ag^it  unto  the  King  of  Denmark.  The 
concerns  of  his  agency  he  so  discreetly  managed,  that  as  he  much  obl%ed 
and  engaged  the  East-Land  company,  (who  in  token  thereof  presented 
his  wife  with  a  bason  and  ewer  double  gilt,  and  curiously  wrought  with 
gold,  and  weighing  above  sixty  pound,)  so  he  found  much  acceptance  with 
the  King  of  Denmark,  and  was  afterwards  used  by  that  prince  to  do  him 
no  little  services.  Nevertheless,  he  kept  his  integrity  amongst  the  tempt- 
ations of  that  court,  whereat  he  was  now  a  resident;  and  not  seldom  had 
he  most  eminent  cause  to  acknowledge  the  benignity  and  interposal  of 
Heaven  for  his  preservations:  once  particularly,  when  the  King  of  Den- 
mark was  beginning  the  King  of  England's  health,  while  Mr,  Eaton,  who 
disliked  such  health-drinkmg,  was  in  his  presence;  the  King  fell  down  in 
a  sort  of  a  fit,  with  the  cup  in  his  hand,  whereat  all  the  nobles  and  court- 
iers wholly  applied  themselves  to  convey  the  King  into  his  chamber,  and 
there  was  no  notice  taken  who  was  to  pledge  his  health;  whereby  Mr. 
Eaton  was  the  more  easily  delivered  from  any  share  in  the  debauch, 

§  5,  Having  arrived  unto  a  fair  estate,  (which  he  vrasjirst  willing  to  do,) 
he  married  a  most  virtuous  gentlewoman,  to  whom  he  had  first  espoused 
himself  after  he  had  spent  three  years  in  an  absence  from  her  in  the  East- 
Country.  But  this  dearest  and  greattet  of  his  temporal  enjoyments  proved 
but  a  temporal  one ;  for  living  no  longer  with  him  than  to  render  him  the 
father  of  two  children,  she  almost  Mlled  him  with  her  own  death;  and  yet 
at  her  death  she  expressed  herself  won dr6us  willing  "to  be  dissolved,  and 
to  be  with  Christ,  from  whom"  (she  said)  "I  would  not  be  detained  one 
hour  for  all  the  enjoyments  upon  earth."  He  afterwards  married  a  pru- 
dent and  pious  widow,  the  daughter  of  the  bishop  of  Chester;  unto  the 
three  former  children  of  which  widow,  he  became  a  most  exemplary,  living 
and  &ithful  father,  as  well  as  a  most  worthy  husband  unto  herself,  by  whom 
he  afterwards  had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  But  the 
second  of  his  children  by  his  latter  wife  dying  some  while  before,  it  was 
not  long  before  his  two  children  by  his  former  wife  were  smitten  with  the 
plague,  whereof  the  elder  died,  and  his  house  thereupon  shut  up  with  a 
"  Lord,  have  mercy  1"  However,  the  Lord  had  this  mercy  on  the  family, 
to  let  the  distemper  spread  no  further ;  and  so  Mr.  Eaton  spent  many  yeara 
a  merchant  of  great  credit  and  fashion  in  the  city  of  London. 

§  6,  At  length  conformity  to  ceremonies  humanely  invented  and  imposed 
in  the  worship  of  God,  was  urged  in  the  Church  of  England  with  so  much 
rigour,  that  Mr.  Davenport  was  thereby  driven  to  seek  a  refuge  from,  the 
storm  in  the  cold  and  rude  corners  of  America.     Mr.  Eatou  1 
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assisted  the  new  Massacliuaet-colony,  as  being  one  of  the  patentees  for  it; 
but  had  no  purpose  of  removing  tliither  himself,  until  Mr.  Davenport, 
under  whose  excellent  ministry  he  lived,  was  compelled  unto  a  share  in 
this  removal;  However,  being  fully  satisfied  in  his  own  conscience,  that 
unlawful  tilings  were  now  violently  demanded  of  him,  he  was  willing  to 
accompany  \ii&  persecuied  pastor  in  the  retreat  from  violence  now  endeav- 
oured, and  many  eminent  Londoners  chearfolly  engaged  with  him  in  this 
undertaking.  Unto  New-England  this  company  of  good  men  came  in  the 
year  1637,  where,  chusing  to  be. a  distinct  colony  by  themselves,  more 
accommodated  unto  the  designs  of  merchandize  than  of  husbandry,  they 
sought  and  bought  a  large  territory  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  covmtry 
for  their  habitations.  In  the  prosecution  hereof,  the  chief  care  was  devolved 
upon  Mr.  Eaton,  who,  with  an  unexampled  patience,  took  many  tedious 
and  hazardous  journies  through  a  desolate  wilderness  full  of  barbarous 
Indians,  until  upon  mature  deliberation  he  pitched  upon  a  place  now 
called  New-Haven,  where  they  soon  formed  a  very  regular  town ;  and  a 
number  of  other  towns  along  the  sea  side  were  quickly  added  thereunto. 
But  by  the  difficulties  attending  these  journies,  Mr.  Eaton  brought  himself 
into  an  cxtream  sickness;  from  which  he  recovered  not  without  a  fistula 
in  his  breast,  whereby  he  underwent  much  affliction.  When  the  cliirurgeon 
came  to  inspect  the  sore,  he  told  him,  "Sir,  I  know  not  how  to  go  about 
what  is  necessary  for  your  cure;"  but  Mr.  Eaton  answered  him,  "God 
calls  you  to  do,  and  me  to  suffer!"  And  God  aecordingly  strengthened 
him  to  bear  miserable  cuttings  and  launcings  of  his  flesh  with  a  most 
invincible  patience.  The  diirurgeon  indeed  7nad6  so  many  wounds,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  cwre  what  he  had  made ;  another,  and  a  better,  hand  was 
necessarily  imployed  for  it;  but  in  the  mean  while  great  were  the  trials 
with  which  the  God  of  heaven  exercised  the  faith  of  this  his  holy  servant, 
§  7.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Davenport  were  the  Moses  and  Aaron  of  the 
Christian  colony  now  erected  in  the  south-west  parts  of  New-England; 
and  Mr.  Eaton  being  yearly  and  ever  chosen  their  governour,  it  was  the 
admiration  of  all  spectators  to  behold  the  discrelion,  the  gravity,  the  equity 
with  which  he  still  managed  all  their  publict  affairs.  He  carried  iu  his 
very  countenance  a  majesty  ■which  cannot  be  described;  and  in  bis  dispen- 
sations of  justice  he  was  a  mirrour  for  the  most  imitable  impartiality,  but 
ungainsayable  authority  of  his  proceedings,  being  awfully  sensible  of  the 
obligations  which  the  oath  of  a  judge  lays  upon  him.  lis  sontphis  tenus 
de  raison  de  garder  Leur  iSermenl,  doubter  mart,  ou  aucuUe  farfeitwre  :'*  and 
hence  he,  who  would  most  patiently  bear  liard  things  offered  nnto  his 
t  in  ^private  cases,  yet  would  never  pass  by  any  publick  affronts  or 
i  offered,  when  he  appeared  under  the  character  of  a  magistrate. 
But  he  still  was  the  guide  of  the  blind,  the  staff  of  the  lame,  the  helper 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  all  the  distressed;  none  that  had  a  good 
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cause  was  afraid  of  coming  before  him;  on  tlie  one  side,  in  his  days  did 
the  righteous  flourish ;  on  the  other  side,  he  was  the  terror  of  evil  doers. 
As  in  his  government  of  the  commonwealth,  ao  in  the  government  of  his 
family,  he  was  prudent,  serious,  happy  to  a  wonder :  and  albeit  he  some- 
times had  a  large  family,  consisting  of  no  less  than  thiriy  persons,  yet  be 
managed  them  with  such  an  even  temper,  that  observers  have  affirmed, 
"They  never  saw  an  house  ordered  with  more  wisdomi"  He  kept  an 
honourable  and  hospitable  table;  but  one  thing  that  still  made  the  enter- 
tainment thereof  the  better,  was  the  continual  presence  of  his  aged  mother ; 
by  feeding  of  whom  with  an  exemplary  piety  till  she  died,  he  ensured  his 
own  prosperity  as  long  as  he  lived.  His  children  and  servants  be  would 
mightily  encourage  unto  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  countenance  their 
addresses  unto  himself  with  any  of  their  enquiries ;  but  when  he  discerned 
any  of  them  sinfully  negligent  about  the  concerns  either  of  their  general 
or  particular  cailings,  he  would  admonish  them  with  such  a  penetrating 
efficacy,  that  they  could  scarce  forbear  falling  down  at  his  feet  with  tears, 
A  wG?-d  of  his  was  enough  to  steer  them  1 

§  8.  So  exemplary  was  he  for  a  Christian,  that  one  who  had  been  a  servant 
unto  him,  could  many  years  after  say,  "Whatever  difficulty  in  my  daily 
walk  I  now  meet  withal,  still  something  that  I  either  saw  or  heard  in  my 
blessed  master  Eaton's  conversation,  helps  me  through  it  all ;  I  have  reason 
to  bless  God  that  ever  I  knew  him !"  It  was  his  custom  when  be  first  rose 
in  a  morning,  to  repair  unto  his  study;  a  study  well  perfumed  with  the 
meditations  and  supplicaiions  of  an  holy  soul.  After  this,  calling  his  famfly 
together,  he  would  then  read  a  portion  of  the  Scripiure  among  them,  and 
after  some  devout  and  useful  reflections  upon  it,  he  would  make  a  prayer, 
not  long,  but  extraordinarily  pertinent  and  reverent;  and  in  the  evening 
some  of  the  same  .exercises  were  again  attended.  On  the  Saturday 
morning  he  would  still  take  notice  of  the  approaching  Sabbath  in  his 
prayer,  and  ask  the  grace  to  be  rcmembring  of  it,  and  preparing  for  it; 
and  when  the  evening  arrived,  he,  besides  this,  not  only  repeated  a  sermon, 
but  also  irafi&"Mc(edlhis  people,  with  putting  of  ^uesii'ww  referring  to  the  points 
of  religion,  which  would  oblige  them  to  study  for  an  answer;  and  if  their 
answer  were  at  any  time  insufficient,  he  would  wisely  and  gently  enlighten 
their  understandings;  all  which  be  concluded  with  singing  of  a  psalm. 
When  the  Lord's  day  came,  he  called  his  family  together  at  the  tihie  for 
the  ringing  of  the  first  bell,  and  repeated  a  sermon,  whereunto  he  added  a 
fervent  prayer,  especially  tending  unto  the  sanctification  of  the  day.  At 
noon  he  sang  a  psalm,  and  at  night  he  retired  an  hour  into  his  closet; 
advising  those  in  his  house  to  improve  the  same  time  for  the  good  of 
their  own  souls.  He  then  called  his  family  together  again,  and  in  an 
obliging  manner  conferred  with  them  about  the  things  with  which  they 
bad  been  entertained  in  the  house  of  God,  shutting  up  all  with  a  prayer 
for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  them  all.     I'or  solemn  days  of  humiliation, 
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or  of  thanksgiving,  he  took  the  same  course,  and  endeavoured  still  to 
make  those  that  belonged  unto  him  understand  the  meaning  of  the  services 
before  them.  He  seldom  used  any  recreations,  but  being  a  great  reader,  all 
the  time  he  could  spare  from  company  and  business,  he  commonly  spent 
in  his  beloved  study;  so  that  he  merited  the  name  which  was  once  given 
to  a  learned  ruler  of  the  Enghsh  nation,  the  name  of  Beauclerk:  in  con- 
versing with  his  friends,  he  was  affable,  courteous,  and  geuerallj  pleasant, 
but  grave  perpetually ;  and  so  cauteloiis  and  circumspect  in  his  discourses, 
and  so  modest  in  his  expressions,  that  it  became  a  proverb  for  incontestable 
truth,  "Governour  Baton  said  it." 

But  after  all,  his  humility  appeared  in  having  always  but  hio  scpectations, 
looking  for  little  regard  aud  reward  from  any  men,  after  he  had  merited  as 
highly  as  possible  by  his  universal  serviceablene^. 

§  9.  His  eldest  son  he  maintained  at  the  CoUedge  until  he  proceeded 
master  of  arts;  and  he  was  indeed  the  son  of  his  vows,  and  a  son  of  great 
hopes.  But  a  severe  catarrh  diverted  this  young  gentleman  from  the  work 
of  the  ministry  whereto  his  father  had  once  devoted  him;  and  a  malignant 
fever  then  raging  in  those  parts  of  the  country,  carried  off  him  with  his 
wife  within  two  or  three  days  of  one  another.  This  was  counted  the  sorest 
of  all  the  trials  that  ever  befel  his  father  in  the  "days  of  the  years  of  his 
pilgrimage ;"  but  he  bore  it  with  a  patience  and  composure  of  spirit  which 
was  truly  admirable.  His  dying  son  looked  earnestly  on  him,  and  said, 
"Sir,  what  shall  we  do?"  Whereto,  with  a  well-ordered  countenance,  he 
replied,  "  Look  up  to  God !"  And  when  he  passed  by  his  daughter,  drowned 
in  tears  on  this  occasion,  to  her  he  said,  "Eemember  the  sixth  command- 
ment: hurt  not  your  self  with  immoderate  grief:  remember  Job,  who  said, 
'  The  Lord  hath  given,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  the  LordI'  You  may  mark  what  a  note  the  spirit  of  God  put  upon  it; 
'in  all  this  Job  sinned  not,  nor  charged  God  foolishly:'  God  accounts  it  a 
charging  of  him  foolishly,  when  we  don't  submit  unto  his  will  patiently." 
Accordingly  he  now  governed  him  self  as  one  that  had  attained  unto  the 
rule  of  "weeping  as  if  we  wept  not;"  for  it  being  the  Lord's  day,  he 
repaired  unto  the  church  in  the  afiemoon^  as  he  had  been  there  in  the/ore- 
moon,  though  he  was  never  like  to  see  his  dearest  sou  alive  any  more  in 
this  world.  And  though  before  the  first  prayer  began,  a  messenger  came 
to  prevent  Mr.  Davenport's  praying  for  the  sick  person,  who  was  now 
dead,  yet  his  affectionate  father  altered  not  his  course,  but  wrote  after  the 
preacher  as  formerly;  and  when  he  came  home  he  held  on  his  former 
methods  of  divine  worship  in  his  family,  not  for  the  excuse  of  Aaron, 
omitting  any  thing  in  the  service  of  God.  In  like  sort,  when  the  people 
bad  been  at  the  solemn  interment  of  this  his  worthy  son,  he  did  with  a 
very  unpassionate  aspect  and  carriage  then  say,  "Friends,  I  thank  you  all 
for  your  love  and  help,  and  for  this  testimony  of  respect  unto  me  and  mine : 
the  Lord  hath  given,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken;  blessed  be  the  name  of 
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the  Lord  I"  Nevertbeleas,  retiring  hereupon  into  the  cliamher  where  his 
daughter  theE  lay  sick,  some  tears  were  observed  falUng  from  him  while 
he  uttered  these  words,  "There  is  a  difference  between  a  sullen  silence  or 
a  stupid  senselessness  under  the  hand  of  God,  and  a  child-like  submission 
thereunto." 

§  10.  Thus  continually  he,  for  about  a  score  of  years,  was  the  glory 
and  pillar  of  New-Haven  colony.  He  would  often  say,  "  Some  count  it  a 
great  matter  to  die  well,  but  I  am  sure  'tis  a  great  matter  to  live  well.  All 
our  care  should  be  while  we  have  our  life  to  use  it  well,  and  so  when 
death  puts  an  end  unto  that,  ifc  will  put  an  end  unto  all  our  care.^."  But 
having  excellently  managed  his  care  to  live  well,  God  would  have  him  to 
die  well,  without  any  room  or  time  then  given  to  take  any  care  at  all ;  for 
he  enjoyed  a  death  svdden  to  every  one  but  himself  I  Ilaving  worshipped 
God  with  his  family  after  his  usual  manner,  and  upon  some  occasion  with 
much  solemnity  charged  all  the  family  to  carry  it  well  unto  their  mistress 
who  was  now  confined  by  sickness,  he  supped,  and  then  took  a  turn  or 
two  abroad  for  his  meditations.  After  that  he  came  in  to  bid  his  wife 
good-night,  before  he  left  her  with  her  watchers ;  which  when  he  did,  she 
said,  "Methinks  you  look  sadl"  Whereto  he  replyed,  "The  differences 
risen  in  the  church  of  Hartford  make  me  so;"  she  then  added,  "Let  ua 
even  go  back  to  our  native  country  again ;"  to  which  he  answered,  "  You 
may,  {and  so  she  did)  but  I  shall  die  here,"  This  was  the  last  word  that 
ever  she  heard  him  speak;  for,  now  retiring  unto  his  lodging  in  another 
chamber,  he  was  overheard  about  midnight  fetching  a  groan;  and  nn-to 
one  sent  in  presently  to  enquire  how  ho  did,  he  answered  the  enquiry 
with  only  saying,  "Veryilll"  and  without  saying  any  more,  befell  "asleep 
in  Jesus,"  in  the  year  1657,  loosing  anchor  from  New-Haven  for  the  better; 

Scdes,  uU  Fata,  Quiclus 


Now  let  his  gravestone  wear  at  least  the  following 


New-Engl*nj)'s  glory,  full  of  warmth  anil  Hghl, 
Stole  away  (and  said  nothing)  in  the  night. 


uiiAirxjliii   A. 


§  1.  When  the  day  arrived  in  the  anniversary  course  for  the  freemen 
of  the  colony  to  elect  another  governour  in  the  place  of  the  deceased 
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iiaton,  Mr.  Davenport  preached  on  that  passage  of  the  divine  oracle,  in 
Josh,  i,  1,  2:  "Now  after  the  death  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  it 
came  to  pass  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  Moses' 
minister,  saying.  Now  arise  thou  and  all  this  people."  The  colony  was 
abundantly  sensible  that  their  Batoh  had  been  a  man  of  a  Mosaic  spirit; 
and  that  while  they  chose  him,  as  they  did  every  year  of  his  life,  among 
thcra  to  be  their  governour,  thoy  could  not  chuse  a  better.  But  they  now 
considered  that  Mr.  Francis  Newman,  who  had  been  for  many  years  the 
secretary  of  the  colony,  was  there  a  minister  to  their  Moses,  as  he  had 
been  otherwise  his  intimate  friend,  neighbour,  companion  and  counsellor. 
For  this  cause  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  freemen  fell  upon  this  gentle- 
man to  succeed  in  the  government.  And  I  shall  here  give  a  saifieient 
history  of  his  government;  which  through  death  was  not  suffered  to  con- 
tinue above  three  or  four  years,  by  only  saying,  "That  he  walked  exactly 
in  the  steps  of  hia  predecessor," 

§  2.  Upon  the  setting  of  Mr.  Francis  Newman,  there  arose  Mr,  Wil- 
liam Lect,  of  whom  let  not  the  reader  be  displeased  at  this  brief  account. 
This  gentleman  was  by  his  education  a  lawyer,  and  by  his  imployment  a 
register  in  the  Bishop's  Court.  In  that  station,  at  Cambridge,  he  observed 
that  there  were  summoned  before  the  court  certain  persona  to  answer  for 
the  crime  of  going  to  hear  sermons  abroad,  when  there  were  none  to  he 
heard  in  their  own  parish  churches  at  home;  and  that,  when  any  were 
brought  before  them  for  fornication  or  adultery,  the  court  only  made  them- 
selves merry  with  their  Peccadillos;  and  that  these  latter  transgressions 
were  as  favourably  dealt  withal,  as  ever  the  vmlf  was  when  he  came  with 
an  auricular  confession  of  his  murders  to  his  brother /oa;  for  absolution: 
but  the  former  found  as  hard  measure  as  ever  the  poor  ass,  that  had  only 
taken  a  straw  by  mistake  out  of  a  pilgrim's  pad,  and  yet  upon  confession, 
was  by  Chancellour  Fox  pronounced  unpardonable.  This  observation 
extreamly  scandalized  Mr.  Leet,  who  always  thought  that  hearing  a  good 
sermon  had  been  a  lesser  fault  than  lying  with  one'a  neighbour's  wife :  and 
had  the  same  resentments  that  Austin  aometimea  had  of  the  iniquity 
which  made  "the  tranagression  of  a  ceremony  more  severely  reprehended 
than  a  transgreasion  of  the  law  of  God;"  but  it  made  an  everlasting  imprea- 
sion  upon  his  heart,  when  the  judge  of  the  court  furiously  demanded  of 
one  then  to  be  censured,  "How  he  durst  be  so  bold  as  to  break  the  laws 
of  the  church,  in  going  from  his  own  parish  to  hear  sermons  abroad?" 
And  the  honest  man  answered,  "Sir,  how  should  I  get  faith  else?  For 
the  apostle  saith.  Faith  comes  by  hearing  the  word  preached;  which  faith 
is  necessary  to  salvation ;  and  hearing  the  word  is  the  means  appointed  by 
God  for  the  obtaining  and  encrcasing  of  it:  and  these  means  I  must  use, 
whatever  I  suffer  for  it  in  this  world."  These  words  of  that  honest  man 
were  blessed  by  God  with  such  an  effect  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Lect,  that  h€ 
presently  left  his  o£ice  in  the  Bishop's  Court,  and  foraaking  that  "  untowarc 
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generation  of  men,"  he  associated  himself  with  such  as  would  go  "hear 
the  word,  that  thej  might  get  faith;"  and  in  hearing,  he  did  happily  get 
the  like  precious  faith.  On  this,  and  for  this,  he  was  exposed  unto  the 
persecution,  which  caused  him  to  retire  into  New-England  with  many 
worthy  ministers  and  other  Christians,  in  the  year  1639.  In  that  country 
he  settled  himself  under  the  ministry  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Whitfield  at 
Guilford,  where,  being  also  chosen  a  magistrate,  and  then  govemour  of 
the  colony;  and  being  so  at  the  juncture  of  time  when  theEoyal  Charter 
did  join  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  he  became  next  unto  Govemour 
Winthrop,  the  deputy-governour  of  the  whole;  and  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Winthrop,  even  until  his  own  death,  the  annual  election  for  about  a 
decade  of  years  together,  still  made  him  governour.  But  in  his  whole 
government  he  gave  continuid  demonstrations  of  an  excellent  spirit,  espeei- 
ally  in  that  part  of  it  where  the  reconciliation  and  the  coalition  of  the 
spirits  of  the  people  under  it  was  to  be  accomplished.  Mr.  Robert  Treat 
is  the  follower  of  his  example,  as  well  as  the  successor  in  his  government. 


HERMES   CHRIST  IAN  US.* 

THE  urn  OF   JOHN  WTNIHHOP,  ESQ ,  OOVEEKOUn  OP  COtfUECTICUT  AND  MEW-HATEN  UNIIED, 

—El  JVds  aliqitod  Nom-nque  Decusque 
Gessimiij  — t 

§  1.  If  the  historian  could  give  that  character  of  the  best  Eoman 
Emperor,  that  he  was  Bonus  a  Bono,  Piiis  a  Pio,X  the  son  of  a  father  like 
himself,  our  history  may  affirm  concerning  a  very  good  Kew-English  gov- 
ernour also,  that  he  was  the  fether  of  a  son  like  himself,  The  proverb  of 
the  Jews  which  doth  observe,  "That  vinegar  is  the  son  of  wine;"  and  the 
proverb  of  the  Greeks,  which  doth  observe,  "  That  the  sons  of  heroes  are 
trespassers,"  has  been  more  than  once  contradicted  in  the  happy  experi- 
ence of  the  New-En  glanders :  but  none  of  the  least  remarkable  contradic- 
tions given  to  it  has  been  in  the  honourable  family  of  our  "Winthrops. 

§  2.  The  eldest  son  of  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  the  governour  of  one 
colony, 'was  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  the  governour  of  another,  in  therefore 
happy  New-England,  born  February  12, 1605,  at  Groton  in  England.  His 
glad  father  bestowed  on  him  a  liberal  education  at  the  university,  first  of 
Cambridge  in  England,  and  then  of  Dublin  in  Ireland;  and  because  travd 
has  been  esteemed  no  little  accomplisher  of  a  young  genUeman,  he  then 
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aecomplialiet]  himself  by  travelling  into  France,  Holland,  Flanders,  Italy, 
Germany,  and  aa  far  as  Turkey  it  self;  in  which  places  he  so  improved  hia 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  all  sorts  of  learned  men,  that  he  returned 
home  equally  a  subject  of  mucli  experience  and  of  great  expectation, 

§  3.  The  son  of  Sdpio  Africanua  proving  a  degenerate  p^son,  the 
^sopU  forced  him  to  pluck  off  a  signet-ring  -which  he  wore  with  his 
father's  fe,c6  engraven  on  it.  But  the  son  of  our  celebrated  Govemour 
Winthropi  was  on  the  other  side  so  like  unto  his  excellent  father  for  early 
wisdom  and  virtue,  that  arriving  at  New-England  with  his  father's  family, 
November  4, 1631,  he  was,  though  not  above  twenty-three  yeara  of  age,  by 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  people,  chosen  a  magistrate  of  the  colony, 
whereof  hia  father  was  the  governour.  For  this  colony  he  afterwards  did 
many  services,  yea,  and  he  did  them  abroad  aa  well  as  at  home ;  very  par- 
ticularly in  the  year  1634,  when  returning  for  England,  he  was  by  bad 
weather  forced  into  Ireland,  where  being  invited  unto  the  house  of  Sir 
John  Clotworthy,  he  met  with  many  considerable  persons,  by  conferring 
with  whom,  the  affairs  of  New- England  were  not  a  little  promoted;  but 
it  was  another  colony  for  which  the  providence  of  Heaven  intended  him 
to  be  such  another /oi/iej-,  as  his  own  honourable  _/a(/ter  had  been  to  this. 

§  4.  In  the  year  1635,  Mr.  Winthrop  returned  unto  New-England,  with 
powers  from  the  Lord  Say  and  the  Lord  Brook  to  settle  a  plantation  upon 
the  Long  River  of  Connecticut,  and  a  commission  to  be  himself  the  gov- 
emour of  that  plantation.  But  inasmuch  as  many  good  people  of  the 
Massachuset-colony  had  just  before  this  taken  possession  of  land  for  a 
new-colony  thereabouts,  this  courteous  and  peaceable  gentleman  gave  them 
no  molestation;  but  having  wisely  accommodated  the  matter  with  them, 
he  sent  a  convenient  number  of  men,  with  all  necessaries,  to  erect  a  forti- 
fication at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  a  lown^  with  a,  fort,  is  now  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Say-Brook;  by  which  happy  action,  the  planters 
further  up  the  river  had  no  small  kindness  done  unto  them;  and  the 
Indians,  which  might  else  have  been  more  troublesome,  were  kept  in  awe. 

§  5,  The  self-denying  gentleman,  who  had  iraployed  his  commission  of 
governour  so  little  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  infant-colony  at  Connecticut, 
was  himself^  ere  long,  by  election  made  governour  pf  that  colony.  And 
upon  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  he  willingly  undertook  another 
voyage  to  England,  on  the  behalf  of  the  people  under  his  government, 
whose  affairs  he  managed  with  such  a  successful  prudence,  that  he  obtained 
a  royal  charter  for  them,  which  incorporated  the  colony  of  New-Haven 
with  them,  and  invested  both  colonies,  now  happily  united,  with  a  firm 
grant  of  privikdges,  beyond  those  of  the  plantations  which  had  been  settled 
before  them.  I  have  been  informed,  that  while  he  was  engaged  in  this 
)n,  being  admitted  unto  a  private  conference  with  the  King,  he 
1  his  majesty  with  a  ring,  which  King  Charles  I.  had  upon  some 
3  given  to  his  grandfather;  and  the  King  not  only  accepted  his 
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present,  but  also  declared,  that  lie  accounted  it  one  of  his  ricJiest  jewels; 
■which  indeed  was  the  opinion  that  New-England  had  of  the  hand  that 
carried  it.  But  having  thus  laid  his  colony  under  everlasting  obligations 
of  gratitude,  they  did,  after  his  return  to  ISfew-England,  express  of  their 
gratitude,  by  saying  to  him  as  the  Israelites  did  unto  Gideon,  "Eule  thou 
over  us,  for  thou  hast  delivered  us,"  chusing  him  for  their  govemour  twice 
seven  years  together, 

I  6.  When  the  govemour  of  Athena  was  a  philosopher— namelj,  Deme- 
trius— the  commonwealth  so  flourished,  that  no  less  than  three  hundred 
brazen  statues  were  afterward  by  the  thankful  people  erected  unto  his 
memory.  And  a  blessed  land  was  New-England,  when  there  was  over  part 
of  it  a  govemour  who  was  not  only  a  Ohrislmn  and  a  gentleman,  but  also 
an  erament  philosopher :  for  indeed  the  government  of  the  stofc  is  then  most 
successfully  managed,  when  the  measures  of  it  are,  by  a  vise  observer,  taken 
from  the  government  of  the  world;  and  very  unreasonable  is  the  Jewish 
proverb,  We  Habites  in  urbe  vbi  caput  urbis  estMedicus:*  but  highly  reason- 
able the  sentence  of  Aristotle,  Uhi  prceses  fuerit  Philosophus,  ihi  Oivitas  erit 
Fmlix;\  and  this  the  rather  for  what  is  truly  noted  by  Thucydides,  Magis- 
tratus  est  Civitatis  Mediims.X  Such  an  one  was  onr  Winthrop,  whose 
genius  and  faculty  for  experimental  philosophy  was  advanced  in  his  travels 
abroad,  by  his  acquaintance  with  many  learned  virtuosi.  '  One  efiect  of 
this  disposition  in  him,  was  his  being  furnished  with  noble  medicines,  which 
he  most  charitably  and  generously  gave  away  upon  all  occasions;  inso- 
much that  where-ever  he  came,  still  the  diseased  flocked  about  him,  as  if 
the  healing  angel  of  Bethesda  had  appeared  in  the  place;  and  so  many 
were  the  nMres  which  he  wrought,  and  the  lives  that  he  saved,  that  if  Scan- 
derbeg  might  boast  of  his  having  slain  in  his  time  two  thousand  men  with 
his  own  hands,  this  worthy  person  might  have  made  a  far  more  desirable 
boast  of  his  having  in  his  time  healed  more  than  so  many  thousands;  in 
which  beneficence  to  mankind,  there  are  of  his  worthy  children,  who  to  this 
day  do  follow  his  direction  and  example.  But  it  was  not  unto  New-Eng- 
land alone  that  the  respects  of  this  accomplished-p/isVosopAer  were  confined. 
For  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  methods  begun  by  tha_t.immortally 
fanaggs advancer  of  learning,  the  most  illustrious  Lord  Chancellour  Bacon, 
a  select  company  of  eminent  persons,  usuing  to  meet  in  the  lodgings  of 
Dr.  WUkins  of  Wadham  Colledge  in  Oxford,  had  laid  the  foundation  of 
1  celebrated  society,  which  by  the  year  1663,  being  incorporated  with  a 
Royal  Charter,  hath  since  been  among  the  glories  of  England,  yea,  and 
)f  ■mankind;  and  their  design  was  to  make  faithful  records  of  all  the  works 
){  nature  or  of  art,  which  might  come  under  their  observation,  and  correct 
rhat  had  heen  false,  restore  what  should  be  true,  preserve  what  should  be 
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rare,  and  render  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  as  well  :aiove  perfect  as  more 
usejul;  and  by  multiplied  experiments  both  of  light  and.  fruit,  advance  the 
empire  of  man  over  the  whole  visible  creation;  it  was  the  honour  of  Mr. 
Winthrop  to  be  a  member  of  this  Soyal  Society.  And  accordingly 
among  the  philosophical  transactions  published  by  Mr.  Oldenburgh,  there 
are  some  notable  communications  from  this  inquisitive  and  intelligent 
person,  whose  insight  into  many  parts  of  the  creation,  but  especially  of 
the  mineral  kingdom,  was  beyond  what  had  been  attained  by  the  most  in 
many  parts  of  America. 

§  7.  If  one  would  therefore  desire  an  exact  picture  of  this  worthy  man, 
the  description  which  the  most  sober  and  solid  writers  of  the  great  pkih- 
sophick  work  do  give  of  those  persons,  who  alone  are  q^ualified  for  the  smiles 
of  Heaven  upon  their  enterprizes,  would  have  exactly  fitted  him.  He 
was  a  studious,  humble,  patient,  reserved  and  mortified  person,  and  one  in 
whom  the  love  of  God  was  fervent,  the  love  of  man  sincere  i  and  he  had 
herewithal  a  certain  extension  of  soitZ,  which  disposed  him  to  a  generous 
behaviour  towards  those  who,  by  learning,  breeding  and  virtue,  deserve 
respects,  though  of  a  perswasion  and  profession  in  religion  very  different 
from  his  own;  which  was  that  of  a  reformed  Protestant,  and  a  New-English 
Puritan.  In  sum,  he  was  not  more  an  a/hptist  in  those  noble  and  secret 
medicines,  which  would  reach  the  roots  of  the  distempers  that  annoy  humane 
bodies,  and  procure  an  universal  rest  unto  the  archceus  on  all  occasions  of 
disturbance,  than  he  was  in  those  Christian  qualities,  which,  appear  npon 
the  cure  of  the  distempers  in  the  minds  of  men,  by  the  effectual  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

§  8.  In  the  year  1643,  after  divers  essays  made  in  some  former  years, 
the  several  colonies  of  New-England  became  in  fact,  as  well  as  name, 
UNITED  COLONIES.  And  an  instrument  was  formed,  wherein  having 
declared,  "That  we  all  came  into  these  parts  of  America  with  the  same 
end  and  aim — -namely,  to  advance  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
enjoy  the  liberties  of  the  gospel  with  purity  and  peace," — it  was  firmly 
agreed  between  the  several  jurisdictions,  that  there  should  yearly  be  chosen 
two  commissioners  out  of  each,  who  should  meet  at  fit  places  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  with  full  powers  from  the  General  Courte  in  each,  to  concert 
and  conclude  matters  of  general  concernment  toi  peace  or  war  of  the  sev- 
eral colonies  thus  confederated.  In  pursuance  of  this  laudable  confederam/. 
this  most  meritorious  govemour  of  Connecticut  colony  accepted  the  trou 
ble  of  appearing  as  a  commissioner  for  that  colony,  with  the  rest  met  a' 
Boston,  in  the  year  1676,  when  the  calamities  of  the  Indian- war  were  dis 
tressing  the  whole  country:  but  here  fidling  sick  of  a  fever,  he  dyed  or 
April  6,  of  that  year,  and  was  honourably  interred  in  the  same  tomb  witl 
his  honourable  father, 

§  9.  His  fether,  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1643,  had  seen  cause  to  write  unt 
him  an  excellent  letter  wherein  there  were  these  among  other  passages: 
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You  are  the  chief  of  two  femiliea ;  I  hod  by  your  mother  three  sons  and  thvee  daughters, 
and  I  had  with  her  a  large  portion  of  outwai'd  estate.  These  now  are  all  gone;  mother 
gone;  brethren  and  sisters  gone;  you  only  are  left  to  see  the  vanity  of  fbese  temporal  thmgs, 
and  learn  wisdom  thereby,  which  may  be  of  more  use  to  yoa,  through  the  Lord's  blessing, 
Uian  all  that  inherilance  which  might  have  befallen  you,  and  for  which  this  may  stay  and 
quiet  your  heart,  'That  God  ia  able  to  give  you  more  than  this;'  and  that  it  being  spent  in 
tlio  fm^erance  of  Ms  work,  wbioh  hath  here  prospered  so  well,  through  his  power  hitherto, 
you  and  yours  may  certwnly  expect  a  liberal  portion  in  the  prosperity  and  blessing  thereof 
hereafter;  and  the  ratiier,  because  it  was  not  forced  from  you  by  a  fether's  power,  but  freely 
resigned  by  your  self,  out  of  a  living  and  filial  respect  unto  me,  and  your  own  readiness 
unto  the  work  it  self.  Prom  whence  as  I  do  often  take  occasion  to  bless  the  Irf>rd  for  you, 
Ko  do  I  also  commend  you  and  yours  to  his  tiitherly  blessing,  for  a  plentiful  reward  to  be 
rendered  unto  you.  And  doubt  not,  my  dear  son,  but  let  your  faiik  be  built  upon  his 
premise  and  faithfulness,  that  as  he  hath  canied  you  hitherto  throagh  many  perils,  and  pro- 
vided liberally  for  yon,  so  he  will  do  for  the  time  to  come,  and  will  never  fail  you,  nor  for- 
sake you. My  son,  the  Lord  knows  how  dear  thou  art  to  me,  and  that  my  eare  has  been 

more  for  thee  than  for  my  self.  But  J  hmio  thy  prosperity  depends  not  on  my  care,  nor  on 
thine  own,  but  upon  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father;  neither  doth  it  on  the  things  of 
this  world,  but  on  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  through  the  merit  and  mediation  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  that  only  which  can  give  as  peace  of  conscience  with  coiitenUtion; 
which  can  as  well  make  our  lives  happy  and  comfortable  in  a  mean  estate,  as  ia  a  gi'eat 
abundance.  But  if  you  weigh  things  aright,  and  sum  up  all  the  turnings  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence together,  you  shall  find  great  advantage. — The  Lord  hath  brought  us  to  a  good  land; 
a  land  where  we  enjoy  outward  peace  and  liberty,  and,  above  all,  the  blessings  of  tlie  gospel, 
without  the  burden  of  impositions  in  matters  of  religion.  Many  thousands  there  are  who 
would  give  great  estates  to  enjoy  our  condition.  labour  therefore,  my  good  son,  to  increase 
our  thankfulness  to  God  for  all  his  mercies  to  thee,  especially  for  that  he  hftth  revealed  his 
everiusting  good-will  to  thee  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  joined  thee  to  the  visible  body  of  his 
ehun!h,  ia  the  fellowship  of  his  people,  and  hath  saved  thee  in  all  thy  travails  abroad  from 
btang  infected  with  the  vices  of  these  countries  where  thou  hast  been,  (a  mercy  vouchsafed 
but  unto  few  young  gentlemen  travellers.)  Let  Tiim  have  the  honour  of  it  who  kept  thee. 
He  it  was  who  gave  Ihee  favour  in  the  eyes  of  all  with  whom  thou  hadst  to  do,  both  by  sea 
and  land;  he  it  was  who  saved  thee  in  all  perils;  and  he  it  ia  who  hath  given  thee  a  gift  in 
understanding  and  art;  and  he  it  is  who  hath  provided  thee  a  blessing  in  marrwge,  a  com- 
fortable help,  and  many  sweet  children;  and  hath  hitherto  provided  liberally  filr  you  all:  and 
therefore  I  would  have  you  to  love  him  again,  and  serve  him,  and  trust  him  for  the  Ume  to 
come.  Love  and  prize  that  word  of  truth,  which  only  makes  known  to  you  tlie  precious 
and  eternal  thoughts  and  councils  of  the  light  inaccessible.  Deny  your  own  wisdom,  Ihat 
you  may  find  his;  and  esteem  it  the  greatest  honour  to  lye  under  the  simplicity  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ  crudfied,  without  which  you  can  never  enter  into  the  secrets  of  his  tabernacle, 
nor  enjoy  those  sweet  things  which  'Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  can  the  heart  of 
man  conceive;'  but  God  hath  granted  unto  some  few  to  know  them  even  in  this  life.  Study 
well,  my  son,  the  saying  of  the  apostle,  'Knowledge  puffeth  up.'  It  is  a  good  gift  of  God, 
but  when  it  lifts  up  the  mind  above  the  cross  of  Christ,  it  is  Uie  pride  of  life,  and  the  high 
way  to  apostacy,  wherein  many  men  of  great  learning  and  hopes  have  perished. — In  all  the 
exercise  of  your  gifts,  and  improvement  of  your  talents,  have  an  eye  to  your  Master's  end, 
more  than  your  own ;  and  to  the  day  of  your  account,  that  you  may  then  have  your  Quietus 
esi,  even  'Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant!'  But  my  last  and  chief  request  to  you 
is,  that  you  be  careful  to  have  your  ckHdren  brought  up  in  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God, 
and  in  the  faith  of  our  Loid  Jesus  Christ.  This  will  give  you  the  best  comfort  of  them, 
and  keep  them  sure  from  any  want  or  miscarriag;e:  and  when  you  part  from  thorn,  it  will  be 
no  small  joy  to  your  soul,  that  you  shall  meet  them  again  in  heaven!" 
Vol.  I.— 11 
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Doubtless,  the  reader  considers  the  historical  passages  in  this  extract 
of  the  letter  thus  recited.  Now,  but  by  making  this  reflection  upon  the 
rest,  that  as  the.  prophetical  part  of  it  was  notably  fulfilled  in  the  estate 
whereto  the  good  providence  of  God  recorered  this  worthy  gentlemaii 
and  bis  family,  so  the  monitory  part  of  it  was  most  exemplarily  attended 
in  his  holy  and  useful  conversation.  I  shall  therein  briefly  sum  up  the 
life  of  a  person  whom  we  shall  call  a  second  unto  none  of  oui  worthies, 
but  as  we  call  him  our  second  Winthrop. 


Abi  Vialor ; 

Et  Luge  plarea  magiairalaa  in  Vno  periisae. 

Redi  Vialor. 

jTonFei'iit,  atd  ad  Calesttm  Socieiatim 

Begm  Mngh  Megiam, 

Vere  Adeplus, 

Ahiit.- 

WiNiHHOFUs,  Non  minor  magnia  Majoribus,* 


iUISTESTS. 

MAGISTRATES   OF   CONNECTICUT   COLOST, 


Roger  Lndlow, 

1830. 

Wlllinm  L 

Jobn  Sleel, 

1030. 

WiUliim  Phelpa, 

1638. 

Henry  W 

1636. 

aeosge  Fe 

1638. 

Ctt 

Thom^WellB, 

leav. 

John  How 

WiLUam  S*ajo. 

NaHhew  Mllchel, 

llenc;  Cla 

Georse  Hull, 

William  Whiling, 

Thomas  T 

John  Mason, 

Gaorge  Wlllia, 

JohnOKd 

John  Websler, 

Slcphen  Goodyoiir,         1637. 


—  Tapp,  imJ,  Bonjara 


Ho  Is  not  dend,  but  has 


Boherl  Trout,  1659. 


ogle 


THE    HISTORY     OP    N  EW-EN  &L  AND. 


While  the  colonies  were  clusters  of  rich  grapes,  which  had  a  blessing  in 
them,  such  leaves  as  these  (which  is,  in  the  proverbs  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
a  name  for  magistrates)  happily  defended  them  from  the  storms  that 
molest  the  world. 

Those  of  the  least  character  among  them,  yet  came  up  to  what  the 
Eomau  commonwealth  required  in  their  magistrates: 

Pi/putus  KamaTOts  delegil  Ufagittratiti,  qaaai  Seipuiliea  Villicos,  in  qtiihis,  si  qua  pricicrea 
eat  An,  facile  patitur;  sin  minus,  viriuie  eoram  et  Intwcenlia  Contentus  est. — Cic.  Okat, 
Pro  Plan* 

*  The  Roman  people  selcclodlhelr  raugialrat^sfiaif  llieyivei«  lobe  fltevoids  of  Lhe  Republic.  Frofli^ency,  iu 
other  depatUnenls,  If  jt  cxistod^  Ibey  gladly  toletattid ;  but  If  such  addlllonal  occonipllBhiiiaDLB  were  lackjug,  Ihej 
were  conteol;  wllii  UiB  virtue  nod  honealy  of  their  public  servanla. 
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PIETAS    IN    PATRIAM.* 


THE  LIFE  OF  HIS  EXCELLEI^CY  SIR  WILLIAM  PHIPS,  M^, 

LATE  CAPT'N-QEKHEAL  ANI)  GnTEENOUlt  IN  CIIIEE  OF  THE  PUOTttXE  0?  THE  MASSACHUSET  BAT. 


Discite  Virtutein  ex  Hoc,  verumque  Lalorem.t 

The  author  of  the  following  nan'ative,  is  a  person  of  such  well-known  integiity,  prudence 
and  veracity,  that  there  is  not  any  cause  to  queslion  the  truth  of  what  he  here  relates.  And 
moreover,  this  writing  of  his  is  adorned  with  a  very  grateful  variety  of  learning,  and  dotli 
contain  snch  surprizing  workings  of  Providence,  as  do  well  deaerve  due  notice  and  observa- 
tion.    On  all  which  accounts,  it  ia  with  just  confidence  recommended  to  the  publick  by 

Nath.  Mather, 
John  Howe, 
jipra  27,  ittw.  Matth.  Mead. 


To  Us  Excellency  tU  Earl  oj  Sellomont,  Baron  of  Coloany  in  Ireland,  General  GonernoitT 
of  tile  PTOvince  of  Maseackusets  in  Nevt  England,  and  the  Frosinces  aanexed. 

May  it  please  tour  Excellency:  The  station  in  which  the  hand  of  the  God  of  heaven 
hath  disposed  his  Majesty's  heart  to  place  your  honour,  doth  so  manifestly  entitle  your 
Lordship  to  this  ensuing  narrative,  that  its  being  thus  presented  to  your  Excellency's  hand, 
is  thereby  both  apolo^ed  for  and  justified.  I  believe  had  the  writer  of  it,  when  he  penned 
if,  had  any  knowledge  of  your  Excellency,  he  would  himself  have  done  it,  and  withal  would 
have  amply  and  publickly  congratulated  the  people  of  New-England  on  account  of  theii 
having  such  a  govemour,  and  yonr  Excellency  on  account  of  your  being  made  governor 
over  them.  For  though  as  to  some  other  things  it  may  possibly  be  a  place  to  some  peraoni 
not  so  desirable,  yet  I  believe  this  character  may  be  justly  given  of  them,  that  they  are  thi 
best  people  under  heaven;  there  being  among  them  not  only  less  of  open  profaneness,  am 
less  of  lewdness,  but  also  more  of  the  serious  profession,  practice,  and  power  of  Chris 
tianity,  in  propoition  to  their  number,  than  is  among  any  other  people  upon  the  face  of  th 
whole  earth,  Not  but  I  doubt  there  are  many  bad  persons  among  them,  and  too  many  dif 
tempered  humours,  perhaps  even  among  those  who  are  truly  good.  It  would  be  a  wondt 
if  it  should  be  otherwise;  for  it  hath  of  late  years,  on  various  accounts,  and  some  ver 
singular  and  nnusnal  ones,  been  a  day  of  sore  temptation  with  that  whole  people.  Neve: 
theless,  as  I  look  upon  it  as  a  favour  from  God  to  those  plantations,  that  he  hath  set  yoi 
Excellency  over  them,  so  I  do  account  it  a  favour  from  God  to  your  Excellency,  that  I 
hath  committed  and  ti-usted  in  your  hand  so  great  a  part  of  his  peculiar  treasure  and  pr 
cious  jewels,  as  are  among  that  people.  Besides,  that  on  other  accounts  the  Loid  Jeai 
bath  more  of  a  visible  interest  in  New-England,  than  in  any  of  the  outgoings  of  the  Englii 
nation  in  America.  They  have  at  their  own  charge  not  only  set  up  schools  of  lower  lear 
ing  up  and  down  the  country;  but  have  also  erected  an  Univemity,  which  hath  been  t! 
happy  nursery  of  many  useful,  learned,  and  excellently  accomplished  persons.  And  moi 
over,  from  them  hath  the  blessed  gospel  been  preached  to  IJie  poor,  barbarous,  sava 
heathen  there;  and  it  hath  taken  such  root  among  them,  that  there  were  lately  fom'-ai 


OR,    THE    HISTOEY    OJT    NEW-EN&XAKD.  \QQ 

twenty  assembliw  in  which  (he  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  was  constantly  called  on,  and  cele- 
brated [n  their  own  language.  In  tliese  things  New-England  outahincth  all  the  colonies  of 
the  English  in  those  goings  down  of  the  sun,  I  Isnow  your  Excellency  will  favour  and 
countenance  theii'  University,  and  also  the  propagating  of  the  gospel  among  the  natives; 
for  the  irterest  of  Christ  in  that  part  of  the  earth  is  much  concerned  in  them.  That  the 
God  of  the  spirits  of  aU  flesh  would  abundantly  replenish  your  Excellency  with  a  suitable 
spirit  for  the  service  to  which  ha  hath  called  yonr  lj>rdship,  that  he  would  g^ve  your  honour 
a  prosperous  voyage  thither,  and  when  there,  make  your  Excellency  a  rich  blessing  to  that 
people,  and  tham  a  rejoicing  to  your  Excellency,  is  the  prayer  of, 

My  Lord,  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Jipril  27,  1697.  NaTH.   MATHEE. 


THE  LIFE  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  WILLIAM  PHIPS,  KNT. 

§  1,  If  sTicb  a  renowned  clijiiiiat  as  Quercetanus,  with  a  wliole  tribe 
of  "labourers  in  the  fire,"  since  that  learned  man,  find  it  no  easie  thing  to 
make  the  common  part  of  mankind  believe  that  they  can  take  a  pkmt  in 
its  more  vigorous  consistence,  and  after  a  due  maceration,  fermentaiion  and 
separation,  extract  the  salt  of  that  plant,  which,  aa  it  were,  in  a  chaos,  invis- 
ibly reserves  the  form  of  the  whole,  with  its  vital  principle;  and,  that 
keeping  the  sail  in  a  glass  hermetically  sealed,  they  can,  by  applying  a  soji 
fire  to  the  glass,  make  the  vegetable  rise  by  little  and  little  out  of  its  ashes, 
to  surprize  the  spectators  with  a  notable  illustration  of  that  resurrection,  in 
the  faith  whereof  the  Jews,  returning  from  the  graves  of  their  friends,  pluck 
up  the  grass  from  the  earth,  using  those  words  of  the  Scripture  thereupon, 
"Your  bones  shall  flourish  like  an  herb:"  'tis  likely,  that  all  the  observa- 
tions of  such  writers  as  the  incomparable  Eorellus,  will  find  it  hard  enough 
to  produce  our  belief  that  the  essential  salts  of  animab  may  be  so  prepared 
and  preserved,  that  an  ingenious  man  may  have  the  whole  ark  of  Noah 
in  his  own  study,  and  raise  the  fine  shape  of  an  animal  out  of  its  ashea  at 
his  pleasure:  and  that,  by  the  like  method  from  the  essential  salts  of 
humane  dust,  a  philosopher  may,  without  any  criminal  necfromancy,  call  Up 
the  shafe  of  any  dead  ancestor  from  the  dust  whereinto  his  body  has  been, 
incinerated.  The  resurrection  of  the  dead  will  be  as  just,  as  great  an  arti- 
cle of  our  creed,  although  the  relations  of  these  learned  men  should  pass 
for  incredible  romances:  but  yet  there  is  an  anticipation  of  that  blessed 
resurrection,  carrying  in  it  some  resemblance  of  these  curiosities,  which  is 
performed,  when  we  do  in  a  book,  as  in  a  glass,  reserve  the  history  of  our 
departed  friends;  and  by  bringing  our  warm  a^ectibns  unto  such  an  history, 
we  revive,  as  it  were,  out  of  their  ashes,  the  true  shape  of  those  friends, 
and  bring  to  a  fresh  view  what  was  memorable  and  imitable  in  them. 
Now,  in  as  much  as  mortality  has  done  its  part  upon  a  considerable  person, 
with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  well  acquainted,  and  a  j^erson  as 
memorable  for  the  wonderful  changes  which  befel  him,  as  imitable  for  his 
virtues  and  actions  under  those  changes;  I  shall  endeavour,  with  the 
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diymistry  of  an  impartial  historian,  to  raise  my  friend  so  far  out  of  his 
ashes,  as  to  shew  him  again  unto  the  world;  and  if  the  character  of  hero- 
ick  virtue  be  for  a  man  to  deserve  well  of  mankind,  and  be  great  in  the 
pvirpose  and  success  of  essays  to  do  so,  I  may  venture  to  promise  my 
reader  such  example  of  heroick  virtue,  in  the  story  whereto  I  in^dte  him, 
that  he  shall  say,  it  would  have  been  little  short  of  a  vice  in  me  to  have 
withheld  it  from  him.  Nor  is  it  any  parUality  for  the  memory  of  my 
deceased  Mend,  or  any  other  sinister  design  whateoever,  that  has  invited 
me  to  this  undertaking;  but  I  have  undertaken  this  matter  irom  a  sincere 
desire  that  the  ever-glorioua  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  have  the  glory  of 
his^w^er  and  goodness,  and  of  his  providence,  in  what  lie  did  for  such  a 
person,  and  in  what  he  disposed  and  assisted  that  person  to  do  for  him. 
Now,  may  he  assist  my  writing,  even  he  that  prepared  the  subject  whereof 
I  am  to  write ! 

§  2.  So  obscure  was  the  original  of  that  memorable  person,  whose  actions 
I  am  going  to  relate,  that  I  must,  in  a  way  of  writing  like  that  of  Pliitarclt^ 
prepare  my  reader  for  the  intended  relation,  by  first  searching  the  archives 
of  antiquity  for  a  parallel.  Now,  because  we  will  not  parallel  him  with 
Eumenes,  who,  though  he  were  the  son  of  a  poor  Carrier,  became  a  gov- 
ernour  of  mighty  provinces;  nor  with  Marius,  whose  mean  parentage  did 
not  hinder  his  becoming  a  glorious  defender  of  his  country,  and  seven 
times  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  ehiefest  city  in  the  universe ;  nor  with 
Iphicrates,  who  became  a  successful  and  renowned  general  of  a  great  peo- 
ple,-  though  his  father  were  a  cobler;  nor  with  Dioclesian,  the  son  of  a 
poor  scrivener;  nor  with  Bonosus,  the  son  of  a  poor  school-master,  who 
yet  came  to  sway  the  scepter  of  the  Eoman  empire;  nor,  lastly,  will  I 
compare  him  to  the  more  late  example  of  the  celebrated  Mazarini,  who, 
though  no  gentleman  by  his  extraction,  and  one  so  sorrily  educated  that 
he  might  have  wrote  man  before  he  could  write  at  all;  yet  ascended  unto 
that  grandeur,  in  the  memory  of  many  yet  living,  as  to  umpire  the  most 
important  affairs  of  Christendom:  we  will  decline  looking  any  further  in 
that  hemisphere  of  the  world,  and  make  the  "hue  and  cry"  througout  the 
regions  of  America,  the  New  World,  which  he  that  is  becoming  the  subject 
of  our  history,  by  his  nativity,  belonged  unto.  And  in  America,  the  first 
that  meets  me  is  Francisco  Pizarrg  who,  though  a  spurious  offspring, 
exposed  when  a  babe  in  a  church-porch,  at  a  sorry  village  of  Navarre, 
and  afterwards  employed  while  he  was  a  boy  in  keeping  of  cattel,  yet,  at 
length,  stealing  into  America,  he  so  thrived  upon  his  adventures  there, 
that  upon  some  discoveries,  which  with  an  handful  of  men  he  had  in  a 
desperate  expedition  made  of  Peru,  he  obtained  the  King  of  Spain's  com- 
mission for  the  conquest  of  it,  and  at  last  so  incredibly  enriched  himself 
by  the  conquest,  that  he  was  made  the  first  Vice-roy  of  Peru,  and  created 
Marquess  of  AnatiUa. 

To  the  latter  and  highest  part  of  that  story,  if  any  thing  Iiindred  his 
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Excellency  Sir  "William  Phips  from  affording  oi  a,  2>arallel,  it  was  not  tKe 
want  either  of  design,  or  of  cburage,  or  of  conduct  in  himself,  but  it  was 
the  fate  o{  a  premature  mortality.  For  my  reader  now  being  satisfied  that 
a  person's  being  obscure  in  his  original  is  not  always  a  just  prejudice  to 
an  expectation  of  considerable  matters  from  him,  I  shall  now  inform  him 
that  this  our  Phips  was  born  February  2,  A.  D.  1650,  at  a  despicable 
plantation  on  tlie  river  of  Kennebeck,  and  almost  the  -farthest  village  of 
the  eastern  settlement  of  New-England.  And  as  the  father  of  that  man 
which  was  as  great  a  blessing  as  England  had  in  the  age  of  that  man  was 
a  smith,  so  a  gun-smitli — namely,  James  Phips,  once  of  Bristol — had  the 
honour  of  being  the  father  to  him  whom  we  shall  presently  see  made  by 
the  God  of  Heaven  as  great  a  blessing  to  New-England  as  that  country 
could  have  had,  if  they  themselves  had  pleased.  His  fruitful  mother,  yet 
living,  had  no  less  than  twenty-six  children,  whereof  twenty-one  were 
sons ;  but  ec[uivalent  to  them  all  was  William,  one  of  the  youngest,  whom 
his  father,  dying,  left  young  with  his  mother,  and  with  her  he  lived, 
"keeping  of  sheep  in  the  wilderness,"  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old; 
at  which  time  he  began  to  feel  some  further  dispositions  of  mind  from  that 
providence  of  God  which  "  took  him  from  the  sheepfolds,  from  following 
the  ewes  great  with  young,  and  brought  him  to  feed  his  people."  Keader, 
enquire  no  further  who  was  his  father?  Thou  shalt  anon  see  that  he  was, 
as  the  Italians  express  it,  "a  son  to  his  own  labours  1" 

§  3.  His  friends  earnestly  solicited  him  to  settle  among  them  in  a  plant- 
ation of  the  east;  but  he  had  an  unaccountable  impulse  upon  his  blind, 
perswading  him,  as  he  would  privately  hint  unto  some  of  them,  "that  he 
was  born  to  greater  matters."  To  come  at  those  "greater  matters,"  his 
first  contrivance  was  to  bind  himself  an  apprentice  unto  a  ship  carpenter 
for  four  years;  in  which  time  he  became  a  master  of  the  trade  that  once, 
in  a  vessel  of  more  than  forty  thousa/nd  tuns,  repaired  the  ruins  of  the  earth ; 
Noah's,  I  mean;  he  then  betook  himself  an  himdred  and  fifty  miles  fur- 
ther a  field,  even  to  Boston,  the  chief  town  of  New-England;  which  being 
a  place  of  the  most  business  and  resort  in  those  parts"  of  the  world,  he 
expected  there  more  eommodiously  to  pursue  the  Sixs  Majorum  et  Melio- 
rum*-~-)iapes  which  had  inspired  him.  At  Boston,  where  it  was  that  he 
now  learned  first  of  all  to  read  and  vmte,  he  followed  his  trade  for  about 
a  year;  and,  by  a  laudable  deportment,  so  recommended  himself;  that  he 
married  a  young  gentlewoman  of  good  repute,  who  was  the  widow  of  one 
Mr.  John  Hull,  a  well-bred  merchant;  but  the  daughter  of  one  Captain 
Koger  Spencer,  a  person  of  good  feahion,  who,  having  suffered  much 
damage  in  his  estate,  by  some  unkind  and  imjust  actions,  which  he  bore 
with  such  patience,  that  for  fear  of  thereby  injuring  the  publick,  he  would 
not  seek  satisfaction,  posterity  might  after.ward  see  the  reward  of  his 
patience,  in  what  Providence  hath  now  done  for  one  of  his  own  'posterity. 
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Within  a  little  while  after  his  marriage,  lie  indented  with  several  persons 
in  Boston  to  build  them  a  ship  at  Sheeps-coat  Eiver,  two  or  three  leagues 
eastward  of  Keiinebeck;  where  having  launched  the  ship,  he  also  pro- 
vided a  lading  of  lumber  to  bring  with  him,  which  would  have  been  to 
the  advantage  of  all  concerned.  But  just  aa  the  ship  was  hardly  finished, 
the  barbarous  Indians  on  that  river  broke  forth  into  an  open  and  cruel 
war  upon  the  English;  and  the  miserable  people,  surprized  by  so  sudden 
a  storm  of  blood,  had  no  refuge  from  the  infidels  but  the  ship  now  finish- 
ing in  the  harbour.  Whereupon  he  left  his  intended  lading  behind  him, 
and,  instead  thereof,  carried  with  him  his  old  neighbours  and  their  fami- 
lies, free  of  all  charges  to  Boston;  so  the  first  action  that  he  did,  after  he 
was  his  own  man,  was  to  save  his  father's  house,  with  the  rest  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, from  ruin;  but  the  disappointment  which  befel  him  from  the 
loss  of  his  other  lading,  plunged  his  affairs  into  greater  embarrassments 
with  such  as  had  employed  him. 

§  4.  But  he  was  hitherto  no  more  than  beginning  to  make  scaffolds  for 
further  and  higher  actions!  He  would  frequently  tell  the  gentlewoman 
his  wife  that  he  should  yet  be  captain  of  a  King's  ship;  that  he  should 
come  to  have  the  command  of  better  men  than  he  was  now  accounted  him- 
self; and  that  he  should  be  owner  of  a  fair  hrick-Jwuse  in  the  Green-lane 
of  North-Boston ;  and  that,  it  may  be,  this  would  not  be  all  that  the  prov- 
idence of  God  would  bring  him  to.  She  entertained  these  passages  with 
a  sufdcient  incredulity;  but  he  had  so  serious  and  positive  an  expectation 
of  them,  that  it  is  not  easie  to  say  what  was  the  m-iginal  thereof.  He  was 
of  an  enterprizing  geniu.s,  and  naturally  disdained  littleness:  but  his  dispo- 
sition for  business  was  of  the  Dutch  mould,  where,  with  a  little  shew  of  wit, 
there  is  as  much  wisdom  demonstrated,  as  can  be  shewn  by  any  nation. 
His  talent  lay  not  in  the  airs  that  serve  chiefly  for  the  pleasant  and  sud- 
den turns  of  conversation ;  but  he  might  say,  as  Themistocles,  "Though 
he  could  not  play  upon  a  fiddle,  yet  he  knew  how  to  make  a  little  city 
become  a  great  one."  He  would  prudently  contrive  a  weighty  undertaking, 
and  then  patiently  pursue  it  unto  the  end.  He  was  of  an  inclination  cut- 
ting rather  like  a  hatchet  than  like  a  rawr;  he  would  propose  very  consid- 
erable matters  to  himself,  and  then  so  cut  through  them,  that  no  difficulties 
could  put  by  the  edge  of  his  resolutions.  Being  thus  of  the  true  temper 
for  doing  of  great  things,  he  betakes  himself  to  the  sea,  the  right  scene  for 
such  things;  and  upon  advice  of  a  Spanish  wreck  about  the  Bahamas,  he 
took  a  voyage  thither;  but  with  little  more  success  than  what  just  served 
him  a  little  to  furnish  him  for  a  voyage  to  England ;  whither  he  went  in 
a  vessel,  not  much  unlike  that  which  the  Dutchmen  stamped  on  their  first 
coin,  with  these  words  about  it:  T^icerhim  quo  Fata  ferant*  Having  first 
informed  himself  that  there  was  another  Spanish  wreck,  whorein  was  lost 
a  mighty  treasure,  hitherto  undiscovered,  he  had  a  strong  impression  upon 
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bis  mjad  that  he  must  be  tlie  diacoverer ;  and  he  made  aucli  repreaentatlons 
of  his  design  at  White-Hall,  that  by  tho  year  1683  he  became  the  captain 
of  a  King's  skip,  and  arrived  at  New-England  commander  of  tho  Algier- 
Rose,  a  frigot  of  eighteen  guns  and  ninety-five  men. 

§  5,  To  relate  all  the  dangers  through  which  he  passed,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  and  all  the  tiresome  trials  of  hia  patience;  as  well  as  of  his  cow 
offe,  while  year  after  year  the  most  vexing  accidents  imaginable  delayed 
the  success  of  his  design,  it  would  even  tire  the  patience  of  the  reader: 
for  very  great  was  the  experiment  that  Captain  Phips  made  of  the  Italian 
observation,  "He  that  cannot  suffer  both  good  and  evil,  will  never  come 
to  any  great  preferment."  "Wherefore  I  shall  supersede  sAl  journal  of  bis 
voyages  to  and  fro,  with  reciting  one  instance  of  his  conduct,  that  showed 
him  to  be  a  persou  of  no  contemptible  capacity.  While  he  was  captain 
of  the  Algier-Eose,  his  men  growing  weary  of  their  unsuccessful  enterprize, 
made  a  mutiny,  wherein  they  approached  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  with 
drawn  swords  in  their  bands,  and  required  him  to  join  with  them  in  run- 
ning away  with  the  ship,  to  drive  a  trade  of  piracy  on  the  South  Seas. 
Captain  Phips,  though  he  had  not  so  much  of  a  weapon  as  an  ox-goad,  or 
a  jaw-bone  in  Lis  hands,  yet,  like  another  Sbamgar  or  Samson,  with  a 
most  undaunted  fortitude,  he  rushed  in  upon  them,  and  with  the  blows 
of  his  bare  h3,nA&,  felkd  majiy  of  them,  and  quell&l  all  the  rest.  But  this 
is  not  the  instance  which  I  intended:  that  which  I  intend  is,  that  (as  it 
has  been  related  unto  me)  one  day  while  his  frigot  lay  careening,  at  a  des- 
olate Spanish  island,  by  the  side  of  a  rock,  from  whence  they  bad  laid  a 
bridge  to  the  slioar,  the  men,  whereof  he  had  about  an  hundred,  went  all 
but  about  eight  or  ten  to  divert  themselves,  as  tbey  pretended,  in  the 
woods;  where  they  all  entred  into  an  ai)ree7iient,  which  they  signed  in  a 
ling,  That  about  seven  o'clock  that  evening  they  would  seize  the  captain, 
and  those  eight  or  ten  which  they  knew  to  be  true  unto  him,  and  leave 
them  to  perish  on  this  island,  and  so  be  gone  away  nnto  the  South  Sea  to 
seek  their  fortane.  WiU  the  reader  now  imagine  that  Captain  Phips,  having 
advice  of  this  plot  but  about  an  hour  and  half  before  it  was  to  be  put  in 
execution,  yet  within  tvx)  hours  brought  all  these  rogues  down  upon  their 
knees  to  beg  for  their  lives?  But  so  it  was  1  for  these  knaves  considel'ing 
that  they  should  want  a  carpenter  with  them  in  their  villanous  expedition, 
sent  a  messenger  to  fetch  unto  them  the  carpenter,  who  was  then  at  work 
upon  the  vessel;  and  nnto  him  they  shewed  their  articles;  telling  him 
what  he  must  look  for  if  he  did  not  subscribe  among  them.  The  carpenter 
being  an  honest  fellow,  did  with  much  importunity  prevail  for  one  half 
hour's  time  to  consider  of  the  matter;'  and  returning  to  work  upon  the 
vessel,  with  a  spy  by  them  set  upon  him,  he  feigned  himself  taken  with  a 
fit  of  the  eholick,  for  the  relief  whereof  he  suddenly  run  unto  the  captain 
in  the  great  cabbin  for  a  dram;  where,  when  be  came,  bis  business  was 
only,  in  brief,  to  tell  the  captain  of  the  horrible  distress  which  he  was 
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fallen  into;  but  the  captain  bid  him  as  briefly  return  to  the  rogues  in  the 
woods,  and  sign  their  articles,  and  leave  htm  to  provide  for  the  rest     The 
carpenter  was  no  sooner  gone  but  Captain  Phips,  calling  together  the  few 
friends  (it  may  be  aeven  or  eight)  that  were  left  him  aboard,  whereof  the 
gunner  was  one,  demanded  of  them,  whether  they  would  stand  by  him 
in  the  extremity  which  he  informed  them  was  now  come  upon  him; 
whereto  they  replied,  "  They  would  stand  by  him,  if  he  could  save  them ;" 
and  he  answered,  "By  the  help  of  God  he  did  not  fear  it."     All  their 
provisions  had  been  carried  ashoar  to  a  tent,  made  for  that  purpose  there; 
about  which  they  had  placed  several  great  guns  to  defend  it,  in  case  of 
any  assault  from  Spaniards,  that  might  happen  to  come  that  way.  Where- 
fore Captain  Phips  immediately  ordered  those  guns  to  be  silently  drawned 
and  turned;   and  so  pulling  up  the  bridge,  he  charged  his  great  guns 
aboard,  and  brought  them  to  bear  on  every  aide  of  the  tent.     By  this  time 
the  army  ofrebeh  comes  out  of  the  woods;  but  as  they  drew  near  to  the 
tent  of  provisions,  they  saw  such  a  change  of  circumstances,  that  they 
cried  out,  "  We  are  betrayed  I"     And  they  were  soon  confirmed  in  it,  when 
they  heard  the  captain  with  a  stern  fury  call  to  them,  "Stand  off,  ye 
wretches,  at  your  perUl"     He  quickly  saw  them  cast  into  a  more  than 
ordinary  confusion,  when  they  saw  Mm  ready  to  fire  his  great  guns  upon 
them,  if  they  offered  one  step  further  than  he  permitted  them:  and  when 
he  had  signified  unto  them  his  resolve  to  abandon  them  unto  all  the  des- 
olation which  they  had  purposed  for  him,  he  caused  the  bridge  to  be  again 
laid,  and  his  men  begun  to  tske  the  provisions  aboard.   When  the  wretches 
beheld  what  was  coming  upon  them,  they  fell  to  very  humble  entreaties; 
and  at  last  fell  down  upon  their  knees,  protesting,' "That  they  never  had 
any  thing  against  him,  except  only  his  unwillingness  to  go  away  with  the 
King's  ship  upon  the  South-Sea  design ;  but  upon  all  other  accounts,  they 
would  chuse  rather  to  live  and  die  with  him  than  with  any  man  in  the 
world;  however,  since  they  saw  how  much  be  was  dissatisfied  at  it,  they 
would  insist  upon  it  no  more,  and  humbly  begged  his  pardon."     And  when 
he  judged  that  he  had  kept  them  on  their  knees  long  enough,  he  having 
first  secured  their   arms,   received   them   aboard;   but  he  immediately 
weighed  anchor,  and  arriving  at  Jamaica,  he  turned  them  off.     Kow,  with 
a  small  company  of  other  men  he  sailed  from  thence  to  Hispaniola,  where, 
by  the  policy  of  his  addre^  he  fished  out  of  a  very  old  Spaniard  (or  Por- 
tuguese) a  little  advice  about  the  true  spot  where  lay  the  wreck  which  he 
had  been  hitherto  seeking,  as  unprosperously  as  the  chymists  have  their 
aariskh  stone:  that  it  was  upon  a  reef  of  shoals,  a  few  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  Port  de  la  Plata,  upon  Hispaniola,  a  port  so  called,  it  seema,  from 
the  landing  of  some  of  the  shipwrecked  company,  with  a  boat  full  of  plate, 
saved  out  of  their  sinking  frigot:  nevertheless,  when  he  had  searched  very 
narrowly  the  spot,  whereof  the  old  Spaniard  had  advised  him,  he  had  not 
hitherto  exactly  lit  upon  it.     Such  thorns  did  vex  his  affairs  while  he 
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was  in  the  Kose-frigot ;  hut  none  of  all  these  things  oould  retund  the  edge 
of  his  expectations  to  find  the  wrecJc;  with  siich  expectations  he  returned 
then  into  England,  that  he  might  there  better  furnish  hhnself  to  prosecute 
a  new  discovery;  for  though  he  judged  he  might,  hy  proceeding  a  little 
further,  have  oome  at  the  right  spot;  yet  he  found  his  present  company 
too  ill  a  crew  to  be  confided  in. 

§  6.  So  proper  was  his  behaviour,  that  the  best  noblemen  in  the  king- 
dom now  admitted  him  into  their  conversation ;  but  yet  he  was  opposed 
by  powerful  enemies,  that  clogged  his  affairs  with  such  demurrages,  and 
suoh  disappointments,  as  would  have  wholly  discouraged  bis  designs,  if 
his  patience  had  not  been  invincible.  "He  who  can  wait,  hath  what  he 
desireth."  Thus  his  indefatigable ^aiiewce,  with  a  proportionable  diligence, 
at  length  overcame  the  difficulties  that  had  been  thrown  in  his  way ;  and 
prevailing  with  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  and  some  other  persons  of  quality, 
to  iit  him  out,  he  set  sail  for  the  fishing-grownd,  which  had  been  so  well 
bai^  half  an  hundred  years  before:  and  as  he  had  already  discovered 
his  capacity  for  business  in  many  consicterable  actions,  he  now  added  unto 
those  discoveries,  by  not  only  providing  all,  but  also  by  inventing  many 
of  the  instruments  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  fishery. 
Captain  Phips  arriving  with  a  ship  and  a  tender  at  Port  de  la  Plata,  made 
a  stout  canoo  of  a  stately  cotton-tree,  so  large  as  to  carry  eight  or  ten 
oars,  for  the  making  of  which  periaxja  (as  they  call  it)  he  did,  with  the 
same  industry  that  he  did  every  thing  else,  imploy  his  own  hand  and  adae, 
and  endure  no  little  hardship,  lying  abroad  in  the  woods  many  nights 
together.  This  periaga,  with  the  tender,  being  anchored  at  a  place  con- 
venient, the  periaga  kept  busking  to  and  again,  but  could  only  discover  a 
reef  of  rising  shoals  thereabouts,  called  "The  Boilers," — which,  rising  to 
be  within  two  or  three  foot  of  the  surface  of  the  sea,  were  yet  so  steep, 
that  a  ship  striking  on  them,  would  immediately  sink  down,  who  could 
say  how  many  fathom,  into  the  ocean  ?  Here  they  could  get  no  other  pay 
for  their  long  peeping  among  the  boilers,  bat  only  such  as  caused  them  to 
think  upon  returning  to  their  captain  with  the  bad  news  of  their  total  dis- 
appointment. Nevertheless,  as  they  were  upon  the  return,  one  of  the 
men  looking  over  the  side  of  the  periaga,  into  the  calm  water,  he  spied  a 
sea  feather,  growing,  as  he  judged,  out  of  a  rock;  whereupon  they  bad  one 
of  their  Indians  to  dive,  and  fetch  this  feather,  that  they  might,  however, 
carry  home  sometliing  with  them,  and  make,  at  least,  as  fair  a  triumph  aa 
Caligula's.  The  diver  bringing  up  the  feather,  brought  therewithal  a  sur- 
prizing story,  that  he  perceived  a  number  of  great  guns  in  the  watery 
world  where  he  had  found  his  feather;  the  repo^-t  pf  which  great  guns 
exceedingly  astonished  the  whole  company,  and  at  once  turned  their  des- 
pondencies for  their  ill  success  into  assurances  that  they  had  now  lit  upon 
the  (rwe  spot  of  ground  which  they  had  been  looking  for;  and. they  were 
fiirther  confirmed  in  these  assurances,  when,  upon  further  diving,  the 
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Indian  fetoht  up  a  sow,  as  they  stiled  it,  or  a  lump  of  silver  wortli  perhaps 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds.  Upon  this  they  prudently  hiioyed  the  place, 
that  they  might  readily  find  it  again ;  and  they  went  back  unto  their  cap- 
tain, whom  for  some  while  they  distressed  with  nothing  but  such  had  news 
as  they  formerly  thought  they  must  have  carried  him:  nevertheless,  they 
so  sHpt  in  the  sow  of  silver  on  one  aide  under  the  table,  where  they  were 
now  sitting  with  the  captain,  and  hearing  him  express  his  resolutions  to 
wait  still  patiently  upon  the  providence  of  God  under  these  disappoint- 
ments, that  when  he  should  look  on  one  side,  he  might  see  that  odd  thing 
before  him.  At  last  he  saw  it;  seeing  it,  he  cried  out  with  some  agony, 
"Whyl  what  is  this?  whence  comes  this7"  And  then,  with  changed 
countenances,  they  told  hira  how  and  where  they  got  it.  "Then,"  said 
he,  "thanks  be  to  God!  we  are  made;"  and  so  away  they  went,  all  hands 
to  work;  wherein  they  had  this  one  further  piece  of  remarkable  prosperity, 
that  whereas  if  they  had  first  fallen  upon  that  part  of  the  Spanish  wreck 
where  the  pieces  of  eight  had  been  stowed  iu  bags  among  the  ballast, 
they  had  seen  a  more  laborious,  and  less  enriching  time  of  it:  now,  most 
happily,  they  first  fell  upon  that  room  in  the  wreck  where  the  bullion 
had  been  stored  up;  and  they  so  prospered  in  this  Tiew  fishery,  that  in  a 
little  while  they  had,  without  the  loss  of  any  man's  life,  brought  up  thirty- 
two  twns  of  silver;  for  it  was  now  come  to  measuring  of  silver  by  tuiw. 
Besides  which,  one  Adderly,  of  Providence,  who  had  formerly  been  very 
helpful  to  Captain  Phips  in  the  search  of  this  wreck,  did,  upon  former 
agreement,  meet  him  now  with  a  little  vessel  here;  and  he,  with  his  few 
hands,  took  up  about  six  tuns  of  silver;  whereof,  nevertheless,  he  made 
BO  little  use,  that  in  a  year  or  two  he  died  at  Bermudas,  and,  as  I  have  heard, 
he  ran  distracted  some  while  before  he  died.  Thus  did  there  once  again 
come  into  the  light  of  the  sun  a  treasure  which  had  been  half  an  hun- 
dred years  groaning  under  the  waters:  and  in  this  time  there  was  grown 
upon  the  plate  a  crust  like  limestone,  to  the  thickness  of  several  inches ; 
which  crust  being. broken  open  by  iron  contrived  for  that  purpose,  they 
knocked  out  whole  bushels  of  rusty  pieces  of  eight  which  were  grown 
thereinto.  Besides  that  incredible  treasure  of  plate  in  various  forms, 
thus  fetched  up,  from  seven  or  eight  fathom  under  water,  there  were  vast 
riches  of  gold,  and^mri?  anAj&web,  which  they  also  lit  upon;  and,  indeed, 
for  a  more  comprehensive  invoice,  I  must  but  summarily  say,  "All  that  a 
Spanish  frigot  uses  to  be  enriched  withal.' '  Thus  did  they  continue  fishing 
till  their  provisions  failing  them,  'twas  time  to  be  gone;  but  before  they 
went,  Captain  Phips  caused  Adderly  and  his  folk  to  swear,  that  they 
would  none  of  them  discover  the  place  of  the  wreck,  or  come  to  the  place 
any  more  till  the  next  year,  when  he  espected  again  to  be  there  himself 
And  it  was  also  remarkable,  that  though  the  sows  came  up  still  so  fast, 
tliat  on  the  very  last  day  of  their  being  there  they  took  up  twenty,  yet  it 
was  afterwards  found,  that  they  had  in  a  manner  wholly  cleared  that  room 
of  the  ship  where  those  massy  things  were  stowed. 
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But  ttere  wa^  one  e:^traordinary  distress  -wbich  Captain  Phips  now 
found  himself  plunged  into:  for  his  men  were  come  out  with  him  upon 
seamen's  wages,  at  so  mueli  per  month;  and  when  they  saw  such  vast 
litters  of  silver  sows  and  pigs,  as  they  called  them,  come  on  hoard  them  at 
the  captain's  call,  they  knew  not  how  to  bear  it,  that  they  should  not  share 
all  among  themselves,  and  be  gone  to  lead  "a  short  life  and  a  merry,"  in 
a  climate  where  the  arrest  of  those  that  had  hired  them  should  not  reach 
them.  In  this  terrible  distress  he  made  his  vows  unto  Almighty  God,  that 
if  the  Lord  would  carry  him  safe  home  to  England  with  what  he  had  now 
given  him,  "to  suck  of  the  abundance  of  the  seas,  and  of  the  treasures  hid 
in  the  sands,"  he  would  for  ever  devote  himself  unto  the  interests  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  of  his  people,  especially  in  the  country  which  he  did 
himself  originally  belong  unto.  And  he  then  used  all  the  obliging  arts 
imaginable  to  make  his  men  true  unto  him,  especially  by  assuring  them 
that,  besides  their  wages,  they  should  have  ample  requitals  made  unto 
them ;  which  if  the  rest  of  his  employers  would  not  agree  unto,  he  would 
himself  distribute  his  own  share  among  them.  Eelying  upon  the  word  of 
one  whom  they  had  ever  found  worthy  of  their  love,  and  of  their  (rust, 
they  declared  themselves  content;  but  still  keeping  a  most  careful  eye  upon 
them,  he  hastened  back  for  England  with  as  much  money  as  he  thought  he 
could  then  safely  trust  his  vessel  withal;  not  counting  it  safe  to  supply 
himself  with  necessary  provisions  at  any  nearer  port,  and  so  return  unto 
the  wreck,  by  which  delays  he  wisely  feared  lest  all  might  be  lost,  more 
ways  than  one.  Though  he  also  left  so  much  behind  him,  that  many  from 
divers  parts  made  very  considerable  voyages  of  gleanings  after  his  Jiarveat; 
which  came  to  pass  by  certain  Bermudians  compelling  of  Adderly's  boy, 
whom  they  spirited  away  with  them,  to  tell  them  the  exact  place  where  the 
wreck  was  to  be  found.  Captain  Phips  now  coming  up  to  London  in  the 
year  1687,  with  near  three  hundred  Oiousand  pounds  sterling  aboard  him,  did 
acquit  himself  with  such  an  exemplary  honesty,  that  partly  by  his  fulfilling 
his  assurances  to  the  seamen,  and  partly  by  his  exact  and  punctual  care  to 
have  his  employers  defrauded  of  nothing  that  might  conscientiously  belong 
unto  them,  he  had  less  than  sixteen  thousand  powTds  left  i^nto  himself;  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  which  honesty  in  him,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  made 
unto  his  wife,  whom  he  never  saw,  a  present  of  a  golden  cup,  near  a  thou- 
sand pound  in  value.  The  character  of  an  honest  man  he  had  so  merited  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  life,  and  especially  in  this  last  act  of  it,  that  this, 
in  conjunction  with  his  other  serviceable  qualities,  procured  him  the  favours 
of  the  greatest  persons  in  the  nation;  and  "he  that  bad  been  so  diligent 
in  his  business,  must  now  stand  before  Kings,  and  not  stand  before  mean 
men."  There  were  indeed  certain  mean  men — ^if  base,  little,  dirty  tricks, 
will  entitle  men  to  meanness — who  urged  the  King  to  seize  his  whole  cargo, 
instead  of  the  tenths,  upon  his  first  arrival;  on  this  pretence,  that  he  had 
not  been  rightly  informed  of  the  trxie  stale  of  the  case  when  he  granted 
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tlie  patent,  under  the  protection  whereof  these  particular  men  had  made 
themselves  masters  of  all  this  mighty  treasure;  but  the  King  replied,  that 
he  had  heen  rightly  informed  ty  Captain  Phipa  of  the  whole  mattei',  as 
it  now  proved;  and  that  it  waa  the  slanders  of  one  then  present  whieh 
had,  unto  his -damage,  hindred  him  from  hearlcning  to  the  information; 
■wherefore  he  would  give  them,  he  said,  no  disturbance;  they  might  keep 
what  they  had  had.  got;  but  Captain  Phips,  he  saw,  was  a  person  of  tliat 
honesty,  fidelity  and  ability,  that  he  should  not  want  his  countenance. 
Accordingly  the  King,  in  consideration  of  the  service  done  by  him,  in 
bringing  such  a  treasure  into  the  nation,  conferred  upon  him  the  honour 
of  knighthood;  and  if  we  now  reckon  him  a  hnight  of  the  golden  fleece,  the 
stile  might  pretend  unto  some  circumstances  that  would  jnstifie  it.  Or 
call  him,  if  you  please,  "the  knight  of  honesty;"  for  it  was  hmiesty  with 
industry  that  raised  him;  and  he  became  a  mighty  river,  without  the  run- 
ning in  of  muddy  water  to  make  him  so.  Keader,  now  make  a  pause,  and 
behold  one  raised  by  God! 

I  7.  I  am  willing  to  employ  the  testimonies  of  others,  as  much  as  may 
be,  to  support  the  credit  of  my  history:  and  therefore,  as  I  have  hitherto 
related  no  more  than  what  there  are  others  enough  to  avouch ;  thus  I  shall 
chuse  the  words  of  an  ingenious  person,  printed  at  London  some  yeai-s 
ago,  to  express  the  sum  of  what  remains,  whose  words  are  these : 

"It  has  alwiiys  been  Sir  William  Pliips'  dispoation  to  seek  the  wealSi  of  Ms  people  with 
ns  great  r.ia\  aiid  un wearied iiess,  aa  our  publicans  use  to  seek  their  ioss  and  ruin.  At  fiist 
it  seocis  fhey  were  in  hopos  to  gaiu  this  gentleman  to  their  poity,  as  thinlting  him  good- 
natured,  and  eaide  to  be  flattered  out  of  his  understanding;  and  the  more,  bec*.use  tJiey  had 
the  advantage  of  some  no  very  good  treatment,  that  Sir  William  had  formerly  met  with 
from  the  people  and  government  of  New-England.  But  Sir  William  soon  shewed  them  that 
what  they  expected  would  be  his  temptation  to  lead  them  into  their  little  trioka,  he  embraced 
aa  a  glorioua  opportunity  to  shew  hia  generosity  and  greatness  of  mind;  for  in  imitation  of 
the  greatest  worthies  tliat  have  ever  been,  he  rather  chose  to  join  in  the  defence  of  his  conn- 
try,  with  some  persona  who  formerly  were  none  of  his  friends,  ton  become  the  head  of  a 
faction,  to  its  ruin  and  desolation.  It  aeema  this  noble  disposition  of  Sir  William,  joined 
with  that  capacity  and  good  suceesa  wherewith  he  hath  been  attended,  in  raising  himself  by 
such  an  occasion  as  it  mjij  be,  all  thmgs  considered,  has  newer  happened  to  any  hefore  Mm, 
makes  these  men  apprehensive; — and  it  must  needs  heighten  Uieir  trouble  to  see  that  he 
neither  hath,  nor  doth  spare  himself,  nor  any  thing  that  is  neai'  and  dear  unto  him,  in  pro- 
moiiag  the  good  of  bis  native  country." 

When  Sir  William. Phips  was,  j^ej-  ardua  et  aspera,*  thus  raised  into  an 
higJier  orb,  it  might  easily  bo  thought  that  he  could  not  be  without  charm- 
ing temptations  to  take  the  way  on  the  left  hand.  But  as  the  grace  of 
God  kept  him,  in  the  midst  of  none  of  the  strictest  company,  unto  which 
his  aifairs  daily  led  him,  from  abandoning  himself  to  the  lewd  vices  of 
gaming,  drinking,  swearing,  and  whoring,  which  the  men  "that  made 
England  to  sin"  debauched  so  many  of  the  gentry  into,  and  he  deserved 
the  salutations  of  the  Roman  poet: 
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ThuB  lie  was.  worthy  to  pass  among  the  instances  of  heroick  vertue  for 
that  humility  that  still  adorned  him:  he  was  raised,  and  tliougli  he  pru- 
dently accommodated  himself  to  the  guaUty  whereto  he  was  now  raised, 
yet  none  could  perceive  him  to  be  lifkd  up.  Or,  if  this  were  not  heroick, 
yet  I  will  relate  one  thing  more  of  him  that  must  certainly  be  accounted 
BO.  He  had,  in  his  own  country  of  New-England,  met  with  provocations 
that  were  enough  to  have  alienated  any  man  living,  that  had  no  more 
than  flesh  and  blood  in  Him,  from  the  service  of  it;  and  some  that  were 
enemies  to  that  country  now  lay  hard  at  him  to  join  with  them  in  their 
endeavours  to  ravish  away  their  ancient  liberties.  But  this  gentleman 
had  studied  another  way  to  revenr/e  himself  upon  his  country,  and  that 
was  to  serve  it,  in  all  its  interests,  with  all  of  his,  even  with  his  estate,  hia 
time,  his  care,  hia  ^friends,  and  his  very  life/  The  old  heathen  vertue  of 
PIETAS  IN  PATEIAM,  OF,  Love  to  one's  country,  he  turned  into  Christian; 
and  so  notably  exemplified  it,  in  all  the  rest  of  his  life,  that  it  will  be  an 
essential  thread  which  is  to  be  now  interwoven  into  all  that  remains  of 
his  history  and  his  character.  Accordingly,  though  he  had  the  offers  of  a 
very  gainful  place  among  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  many  other 
invitations  to  settle  himself  in  England,  nothing  but  a  return  to  New- 
England  would  content  him.  And  whereas  the  charters  of  New-England 
being  taken  away,  there  was  a  governour  imposed  upon  the  territories 
with  as  arbitrary  and  as  treasonable  a  commission,  perhaps,  as  ever  was 
lieard  of — a  commission,  by  which  the  governour,  with  three  or  four 
more,  none  of  whom  were  chosen  by  the  people,  had  power  to  make  what 
laws  they  would,  and  levy  taxes,  according  to  their  own  humours,  upon 
the  people — and  he  himself  had  power  to  send  the  best  men  in  the  land 
more  than  ten  thousand  mdes  out  of  it,  as  he  pleased ;  and  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  power,  the  country  was  every  day  suffering  intollerable  inva- 
sions upon  their  propi-ieties,  yea,  and  the  lives  of  the  best  men  in  the 
territory  began  to  be  practised  upon:  Sir  William  Phips  applied  himself 
to  consider  what  was  the  most  significant  thing  that  could  be  done  by 
him  for  that  poor  people  in  their  present  circumstances.  Indeed,  when 
King  James  offered,  as  he  did,  unto  Sir  William  Phips  an  opportunity  to 
ask  what  he  pleased  of  him.  Sir  William  generously  prayed  for  nothing 
but  this,  "That  New-England  might  have  its^  lost  priviledges  restored." 
The  King  then  replied,  "  Any  thing  but  that!"  Whereupon  he  set  him- 
self to  consider  what  was  the  next  thing  that  he  might  ask  for  the  service, 
not  of  himself  but  of  his  country.  The  result  of  his  consideration  was, 
that  by  petition  to  the  King,  he  obtained,  with  expence  of  some  hundreds 
of  guineas,  a  Patent,  which  constituted  him  the  high-sheriff  of  iftat  country; 
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hoping,  by  liia  deputies  in  that  office,  to  supply  the  country  still  witli 
eonsciencious  juries,  whieli  was  the  only  method  that  the  New-Englanders 
had  left  them  to  secure  any  thing  that  was  dear  unto  them.  Furnished 
with  this  patent,  after  be  bad,  in  company  with  Sir  John  Narborough, 
made  a  second  visit  unto  the  ivrecky  (not  so  advantageous  as  the  former, 
for  a  reason  already  mentioned,)  in  his  way  he  returned  unto  New-Eng- 
land in  the  summer  of  the  year  1688,  able,  after  iive  years'  absence, 
to  entertain  his  lady  with  some  accomplishment  of  his  predictions ;  and 
then  built  himself  a  "  fair  brick,  house"  in  the  very  place  which  we  fore- 
told, the  reader  can  tell  how  many  sections  ago.  But  the  infamous  gov- 
ernment then  rampant  there,  found  a  way  wholly  to  put  by  the  execution 
of  his  patent;  yea,  he  was  like  to  have  had  his  person  assassinated  in  the 
face  of  the  sun,  before  his  own  door,  which,  with  some  further  designs 
then  in  his  mind,  caused  him  within  a  few  weeks  to  take  another  voyage 
for  England. 

§  8.  It  wovild  require  a  long  summer's  day  to  relate  the  miseries  which 
were  come,  and  coming  in  upon  poor^  New -En  gland,  by  reason  of  the 
arbitrary  government  then  imposed  on  them;  a  government  wherein, 
as  old  Wendover  says  of  the  time,  when  strangers  were  domineering  over 
subjects  in  England,  Judida  committebantur  Injustis,  Leges  Exlegibus,  Pax 
Discordantibus,  JustiHa  InjuHosis;*  axtA  foxes  were  made  the  administrators 
of  justice  to  the  pouUrey;  yet  some  abridgment  of  them  is  necessary  for 
the  better  understanding  of  the  matters  yet  before  us.  Now,  to  make 
this  abridgment  impartial,  I  shall  only  have  recourse  unto  a  little  book, 
printed  at  London,  under  the  title  of  "The  Revolution  of  New-England 
Justified;"  wherein  we  have  a  "narrative  of  the  grievances"  under  the 
maleadminiatrations  of  that  government,  written  and  signed  by  the  chief 
gentlemen  of  the  governour's  council ;  together  with  the  sworn  testimo- 
nies of  many  good  men,  to  prove  the  several  articles  of  the  declaration, 
which  the  New-Englanders  published  against  their  oppressors.  It  is  in 
that  hook  demonstrated: 

"That  Hie  governour,  neglecting  the  greater  number  of  his  council,  did  adhere  prindpally 
to  Wie  advice  of  a  few  strangers,  who  were  persons  without  any  interest  in  the  country,  hut 
of  deckred  prejudice  against  it,  and  had  plainly  laid  their  designs  to  make  an  unreasonahle 
projii  of  the  poor  people;  and  four  or  five  persons  had  the  ahsolulo  rule  over  a  territory, 
the  most  considerable  of  any  helonging  to  the  crown. 

That  when  laws  were  proposed  in  the  council,  though  tlie  major  pnit  at  any  time  dissented 
from  them,  yet,  if  the  governour  wore  positive,  there  was  no  fair  counting  tile  numher  of 
counsellors  consenting,  or  dissenting,  bat  the  liiws  were  immedLitely  engrossed,  published 
and  execnted. 

That  this  Junto  made  a  law,  which  prohibited  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  to  meet  about 
their  town  affairs  above  imce  in  a  year;  for  fear,  you  must  note,  of  their  having  iiny  oppiir- 
tonity  to  complain  of  grievances. 

That  they  made  another  law,  requiring  nil  masters  of  vessels,  even  shallops  and  wood- 
boats,  to  give  security  that  no  man  should  he  transported  in  them,  except  Jiis  name  had  been 
•  Ejghla  were  eirttusled  Ig  invniiorB  of  right— Inwa  lo  Ihe  lawless— pooca  lo  jjence-bienkoi  b— oju!  jiietlcp  lo  Iho  unjiisl. 
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so  many  days  posted  up:  whereby  the  pockets  of  a  few  leeches  hod  been  filled  with  fi.es, 
but  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  destroyed;  and  all  attempts  to  obtuin  a  redress  of  these 
things  obstracted;  and  when  this  act  had  been  atreiraously  opposed  in  eouucil  at  Boston, 
they  caiTied  it  as  far  as  New-Yorli,  where  a  crew  of  them  enacted  !t. 

That  without  any  aasembly,  they  levied  on  the  people  a  penny  in  the  pound  of  all  their 
estiites,  and  twenty-pence  per  head  bb  poll-money,  with  a  penny  in  the  pound  for  goods 
imported,  besides  a  vast  excise  on  wine,  rum,  and  other  liquors. 

That  when  among  the  iiihabitanfa  of  Ipswieh,  aomS  of  the  principal  persons  modestly 
gave  reasons  why  they  could  not  chuse  a  coramisaoner  to  tax  the  town,  until  tlie  King 
should  first  be  petitioned  for  the  liberty  of  an  assembly,  they  were  commitl«d  unto  gaol 
for  it,  as  an  "high  misdemeanor,"  and  were  denied  an  habeas  corpus,  and  were  dragged  many 
miles  out  of  their  own  county  to  answer  it  at  a  court  in  Boston ;  where  jurors  were  picltt  for 
the  turn,  Hmt  were  not  freeholders — nay,  that  were  meer  Bojoarnets;  and  when  the  prisoners 
pleaded  the  priviledges  of  Englishmen,  "That  they  should  not  be  taxed  without  their  own 
consent;"  they  were  told,  "That  those  things  would  not  follow  them  to  tJie  ends  of  the 
earth;"  as  it  had  been  before  told  them  in  open  council,  no  one  in  the  council  contradicling 
it,  "You  hav6  no  more  priviledges  left  you  but  this,  that  you  are  not  bought'and  sold  for 
slaves:"  and,  iu  fine,  they  were  ail  fined  severely,  and  laid  under  great  bonds  for  their  good 
behaviour;  besides  all  which,  the  hungry  officers  extorted  fees  from  them  that  amounted 
unto  an  hundred  and  threescore  pounds;  whereas  in  England,  upon  the  like  prosecution,  the 
fees  would  not  have  been  ten  pounds  in  all.  After  which  fashion  the  townsmen  of  many 
other  places  were  also  served. 

That  these  men,  ^ving  out  that  the  chai'tera  being  lost,  all  the  title  that  the  people  had 
nnto  their  lands  was  lost  with  them;  they  began  to  compel  the  people  every  where  to  take 
patents  for  their  lands:  and  accordingly  writs  <f  irttnisixm  were  issued  oot  against  the  chief 
gentlemen  in  the  territory,  by  the  terror  whereof,  many  were  actually  driven  to  petition  for 
patents,  that  they  might  quietly  eiijoy  the  lands  that  had  been  fifty  or  ^xty  years  in  their 
possession;  but  for  these  patents  there  wore  such  exorbitant  prices  demanded,  that  fifty 
pounds  could  not  purchase  for  its  owner  an  estate  wortli  two  hundred,  nor  could  all  the 
money  and  moveables  in  the  territoiy  have  defrayed  the  charges  of  patenting  the  lands 
at  tiie  hands  of  tliese  crocodiles ;  besides  the  considerable  quit-rents  for  the  King.  Yea, 
the  govemour  caused  the  lands  of  particular  persons  to  be  measured  out,  and  ^ven  to  his 
creatures:  and  somo  of  his  council  petitioned  for  the  commons  belon^ng  to  several  towns; 
and  the  agents  of  the  towns  going  to  get  a  uoiunforj;  tvhserx^wa  of  the  inhabitants  to 
maintain  their  title  at  law,  they  have  been  dragged  forty  or  fifty  miles  to  answer  as  criminals 
at  the  next  assizes;  the  officers  in  the  mean  time  extorting  three  pounds  per  man  for 
fetching  them. 

That  if  these  harpies,  at  any  time,  were  a  little  out  of  money,  they  fonnd  ways  to  imprison 
the  best  men  in  the  country;  and  there  appeared  not  the  least  information  of  any  crime 
eshibitpd  against  them,  yet  they  were  put  nnto  intolerable  expences  by  these  greedy 
oppressors,  and  the  benefit  of  an  ftofeiis  corpis  not  allowed  unto  tiiem. 

That  packt  and  pickt  juries  were  commonly  made  use  of  when,  under  a  pretended /(frm  (f 
laiB,  the  trouble  of  some  honest  and  worthy  men  was  aimed  at;  and  these  also  were  hurried 
out  of  their  own  counties  t*  be  tried,  when  juries  for  the  turn  were  not  like  to  be  found 
there.  The  greatest  rigour  being  used  still  towards  the  soberest  sort  of  people,  whilst  in 
the  mean  time  the  most  horrid  enormities  in  the  world,'committed  by  others,  were  overlooked. 

That  the  publiek  ministry  of  tho  gospel,  and  all  schools  of  learning  were  diseountenaneed 
into  the  utmost." 

And  several  more  such  abominable  things,  too  notorious  to  be  denied, 
iven  by  a  Randolphian  impudence  it  self,  are  in  that  book  proved  against 
liat  Tinbappy  government.     Nor  did  that  most  ancient  set  of  the  Phceni- 
VoL.  I.— 12 
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cian  aheplicrds,  ■who  acrued  tlie  government  of  Egypt  into  tkeir  hands,  as 
old  Manethon  tells  us,  by  their  villanies,  during  the  reigns  of  those  tyrants, 
mate  a  shepherd  more  of  an  ahomination  to  the  Egyptians  in  all  after 
sges,  than  these  wolves  under  the  name  of  sh^herds  have  made  the  remem- 
branee  of  their  French  government  an  abomination  to  all  posterity  among 
the  l^ew-Englanders :  a  government,  for  which,  now,  reader,  as  fast  as 
thou  wilt,  get  ready  this  epitaph : 

Nvlla  guiBsita  Scelere  Potentia  divluTna.' 

It  was  under  the  resentments  of  these  things  that  Sir  William  Phipa 
returned  into  England  in  the  year  1688,  in  which  twice  wonderful-year  such 
a  revolution  was  wonderfully  accomplished  upon  the  whole  government 
of  the  English  nation,  that  New-England,  which  had  been  a  specimen  of 
what  the  whole  nation  was  to  look  for,  might  justly  hope  for  a  share  in 
the  general  deliverance.  Upon  this  occasion  Sir  William  offered  his  best 
assistances  unto  that  eminent  person  who  a  little  before  this  revolution 
betook  himself  unto  White-Hall,  that  he  might  there  lay  hold  on  aU 
opportunities  to  procure  some  relief  unto  the  oppressions  of  that  afHictcd 
country.  But  seeing  the  New-EngHsb  affairs  in  so  able  an  hand,  he 
thought  the  best  stage  of  action  for  him  would  now  be  New-England  it 
self;  and  so  with  certain  instructions  from  none  of  the  least  considerable 
persons  at  White-Hall,  what  service  to  do  for  bis  country,  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  1689  he  hastened  back  unto  it.  Before  he  left  London,  a 
messenger  from  the  abdicated  king  tendered  him  the  government  of  New- 
England,  if  he  would  accept  it;  bat  as  that  excellent  attorney  general, 
Sir  William  Jones,  when  it  was  proposed  that  the  plantations  might  be 
i  without  assemblies,  told  the  King  "that  he  could  no  more  grant 
1  to  levy  money  on  his  subjects  there,  without  their  consent 
by  an  assembly,  than  they  could  discharge  themselves  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  English  crown;"  so  Sir  William  Phips  thought  it  his  duty  to 
refuse  a  govemmenl  without  an  assembly,  as  a  thing  that- was  treason  in  the 
very  essence  of  it;  and  instead  of  petitioning  the  succeeding  princes,  that 
bis  patent  for  high  sheriff  might  be  rendered  effectual,  he  joined  in  peti- 
tions, that  New-England  might  have  its  own  old  patent  so  restored,  as  to 
render  ineffectual  that,  and  all  other  grants  that  might  cut  short  any  of  its 
ancient  priviledges.  But  when  Sir  William  arrived  at  New-England,  he 
found  a  new  face  of  things;  for  about  an  hundred  Indians  in  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  country,  had  unaccountably  begun  a  war  upon  the  Englisli  in 
July,  1688,  and  though  the  governour  then  in  the  western  parts  had  imme- 
diate advice  of  it,  yet  he  not  only  delayed  and  neglected  all  that  was 
necessary  for  the  publick  defence,  but  also  when  he  at  last  returned,  he 
manifested  a  most  furious  displeasure  against  those  of  the  council,  and  all 
others  that  had  forwarded  any  one  thing  for  the  security  of  the  inhabit- 
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ants;  while  at  the  same  time  he,  dispatched  some  of  hia  creatures  upon 
secret  errands  unto  Canada,  and  set  at  liberty  some  of  the  most  murder- 
ous Indians  which  the  English  had  seized  upon. 

This  conduct  of  the  governour,  which  is  in  a,  printed  Temonstrance  of 
some  of  the  best  gentlemen  in  the  Council  complained  of,  did  extreamly 
dissatisfie  the  suspicious  people ;  who  were  doubtless  more  extream  in  some 
of  their  suspicions,  than  there  was  an  j  reaZ  occasion  for :  hut  the  governour 
at  length  raised  an  army  of  a  thousand  English  to  conquer  this  hundred 
Indians;  and  this  army,  whereof  some  of  the  chief  commanders  were 
Papists,  underwent  the  fatigues  of  a  long  and  a  cold  winter,  in  the  most 
CaucasEean  regions  of  the  territory,  till,  without  the  killing  of  one  Indian, 
there  were  more  of  the  poor  people  killed  than  they  had  enemies  there 
alive!  This  added  not  a  little  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people,  and  it 
would  much  more  have  done  so,  if  they  had  seen  what  the  world  had  not 
pet  seen  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Irish  Catholicks  unto  the  late  King, 
published  in  the  year  1691,  in  the  "Account  of  the  state  of  the  Protestante 
in  Ireland,  licensed  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,"  whereof  one  article  runs 
in  these  express  terms,  "That  if  any  of  the  Irish  cannot  have  their  lands 
in  specie,  but  money  in  lieu,  some  of  them  may  transport  themselves  into 
America,  possibly  near  New-England,  to  check  the  growing  Independanis 
that  country:"  or  if  they  had  seen  what  was  afterwards  seen  in  a  letter 
&om  K.  James  to  his  Holiness  (as  they  stile  his  foolishness)  the  Pope  of 
Kome;  that  it  was  his  full  purpose  to  have  set  up  Roman-Catholick  religion 
in  the  English  plantations  of  America:  though,  after  all,  there  is  cause  to 
think  that  there  was  more  made  of  the  suspicions  then  flying  like  wild-fire 
about  the  country,  than  a  strong  charity  would  have  countenanced.  When 
the  people  were  under  these/rights,  they  had  got  by  the  edges  a  little  intima- 
tion of  the  then  Prince  of  Orange's  glorious  undertaldng  to  deliver  England 
from  defeated  evils,  which  were  already ^/i  by  New-England;  but  when 
the  person  who  brought  over  a  copy  of  the  Prince's  declaration  was  impris- 
oned for  bringing  into  the  country  a  treasonable  paper,  and  the  governour, 
by  his  proclamation,  required  all  persons  to  use  their  utmost  etideavours 
to  hinder  the  hmding  of  any  whom  the  Prince  might  send  thither,  this  put 
them  almost  out  of  patience.  And  one  thing  that  plunged  the  more  con- 
siderate persons  in  the  territory  into  uneasie  thoughts,  -vra^  tike  faulty  action 
of  some  soldiers,  who  upon  the  common  suspicions,  deserted  their  stations 
in  the  army,  and  caused  their  Mends  to  gather  together  here  and  there  in 
little  bodies,  to  protect  from  the  demands  of  the  governour  their  poor 
children  and  brethren,  whom  they  thought  bound  for  a  bloody  sacrifice; 
and  there  were  also  belonging  to  the  Eose-frigot  some  that  buzzed  sur- 
prising stories  about  Boston,  of  many  mischiefs  to  be  thence  expected. 
WTierefore,  some  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  Boston,  consulting  what 
ivas  to  be  done  in  this  extraordinary  juncture,  they  all  agreed  they  would, 
f  it  were  possible,  extinguish  all  essays  in  the  people  towards  an  insurrea- 
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tiim,  in  daily  hopes  of  orders  from  England  for  their  safety :  but  that  if  the 
country  people,  by  any  violent  motions,  pushed  the  matter  on  so  far  as  to 
make  a  revolution  unavoidable,  then,  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood  by 
an  nngovemed  mobile,  some  of  the  gentlemen  present  should  appeal  at 
the  head  of  the  action  with  a  declaration  accordingly  prepared.  By  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  1689,  things  were  pushed  on  so  far  by  the  people,  that 
certain  persons  first  seized  the  captain  of  the  frigot,  and  the  rumor  thereof 
running  like  lightning  throngh  Boston,  the  whole  town  was  immediately 
in  arms,  with  the  most  unanimous  resolution  perhaps  that  ever  was  known 
to  have  inspired  any  people.  They  then  seized  those  wretched  men,  who 
by  their  innumerable  extortions  and  abuses  had  made  themselves  the 
objects  of  universal  hatred;  not  giving  over  till  the  governour  himself 
was  become  their  prisoner;  the  whole  action  being  managed  without  the 
least  bloodshed  or  plunder,  and  with  as  much  order  as  ever  attended  any 
tumult,  it  may  be,  in  the  world.  Thus  did  the  New-Englanders  assert  their 
title  to  the  common  rights  of  Englishmen ;  and  except  the  plantations  are, 
willing  to  degenerate  from  the  temper  of  true  Englishmen,  or  except  the 
revolution  of  the  whole  English  nation  be  condemned,  their  action  must  so 
far  be  justified.  On  their  late  oppressors,  now  under  just  confinement,  they 
took  no  other  satisfaction,  but  sent  them  over  unto  White-Hall  for  the  justice 
of  the  King  and  Parliament.  And  when  the  day  for  the  anniversary  elec- 
tion, by  their  vacated  charter,  drew  near,  they  had  many  debates  into  what 
form  they  should  cast  the  government,  which  was  till  then  administred  by 
a  "committee  for  the  conservation  of  the  peace,"  composed  of  gentlemen 
whose  hap  it  was  to  appear  in  the  head  of  the  late  action;  but  their  debates 
issued  in  this  conclusion:  that  the  governour  and  magistrates,  which  were 
in  power  before  the  late  -usurpation,  should  resume  their  places,  and  apply 
themselves  unto  the  "conservation  of  the  peace,"  and  put  forth  what  "acts 
of  government"  the  emergencies  might  make  needful  for  them,  and  thus 
to  wait  for  farther  directions  from  the  authority  of  England.  So  was  there 
accomplished  a  revolution  which  delivered  New -England  from  grievous 
oppressions,  and  which  was  most  graciously  accepted  by  the  King  and 
Queen,  when  it  was  reported  unto  their  Majesties.  But  there  were  new 
matters  for  Sir  William  Phips,  in  a  little  while,  now  to  think  upon. 

§  9.  Behold  the  great  things  which  were  done  by  the  sovereign  God, 
for  a  person  once  as  little  in  bis  own  eyes  as  in  other  men's.  All  the  returns 
which  he  had  hitherto  made  unto  the  God  of  his  mercies,  were  but  prelimi- 
naries to  what  remain  to  be  related.  It  has  been  the  custom,  in  the  churches 
of  New-England,  still  to  expect  from  such  persons  as  they  admitted  unto 
constant  communion  with  them,  that  they  do  not  only  publickly  and 
solemnly  declare  their  consent  unto  the  "Covenant  of  grace,"  and  particu- 
larly to  th(^e  duties  of  it,  wherein  s,  particular  church-state  is  more  imme- 
diately concerned,  but  also  first  relate  unto  the  pastors,  and  by  them  untc 
the  brethren,  the  special  impressions  which  the  grace  of  God  has  made 
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upon  their  souls  in  bringing  tliem  to  this  consent.  By  this  custom  and 
caution,  though  they  cannot  keep  hypocrites  from  their  sacred  fellowship, 
yet  they  go  as  far  as  they  can  to  render  and  preserve  themselves  ' '  churches 
of  saints,"  and  they  do  further  very  much  edifie  one  another.  When  Sir 
William  Phipa  w^as  now  returned  unto  his  own  house,  he  began  to  bethink 
himself,  like  David,  concerning  the  liouse  of  the  Ood  who  had  surrounded 
him  with  so  many  favours  in  Tiis  oion;  and  accordingly  he  apphed  himself 
unto  the  North  Church  in  Boston,  that  with  his  open  profession  of  his  hearty 
subjection  to  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  might  have  the 
ordinances  and  priviledges  of  the  gospel  added  unto  his  other  enjoyments. 
One  thing  that  quiekned  his  resolution  to  do  what  might  be  in  this  matter 
expected  from  him,  was  a  passage  which  he  heard  from  a  minister  preach- 
ing on  the  title  of  the  flfty-Srst  Psalm: 

"To  make  a  pnbliek  sind  sin  open  profession  of  repentarce,  is  a  Uiing  not  misbecoming 
tlie  greatest  man  alive.  It  is  an  honour  to  be  found  among  the  repenting  people  of  God, 
though  they  be  in  eircumstaneea  never  so  full  of  suffering.  A  famous  Knight  going  with 
other  Christians  to  be  crowned  with  martyrdom,  observed  that  his  fellow-sufferers  were  in 
chains,  from  which  the  sacriliuers  had,  because  of  his  quality,  excused  him ;  wherenpou  he 
demanded,  that  he  might  wear  chains  as  well  as  they.  'For,'  said  he, 'I  would  bo  a  Knight 
of  that  order  to.'  Tliere  is  among  ourselves  a  repenting  people  of  God,  who  by  their  con- 
fessions at  their  admissions  to  his  table,  do  signalize  their  being  so ;  and  thanks  be  to  God 
that  we  have  so  little  of  suffering  in  onr  ciwumstances.  But  if  any  man  count  huuself 
grown  too  big  to  be  a  Knight  of  Uiat  order,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  will  one  day  be 
ashamed  of  Ihat  man!" 

Upon  this  excitation.  Sir  William  Phips  made  his  address  unto  a  Con- 
gregational-church, and  he  had  therein  one  thing  to  propound  unto  himself, 
which  few  persons  of  his  age,  so  well  satisfied  in  infant-baptism  as  he  was, 
have  then  to  ask  for.  Indeed,  in  the  primitive  times,  although  the  lawful- 
ness of  infant-baptism,  or  the  precept  and  pattern  of  Scripture  for  it,  was 
never  so  much  as  once  made  a  question,  yet  we  find  baptism  was  fre- 
quently delayed  by  persona  upon  several  superstitious  and  unreasonable 
accounts,  against  which  we  have  such  fathers  as  Gregory  Naaianzen, 
Gregory  Nyssen,  Easyl,  Ohrysostom,  Ambrose,  and  others,  employing  a 
variety  of  argument.  But  Sir  William  Phips  had  hitherto  delayed  his 
baptism,  because  the  years  of  his  childhood  were  spent  where  there  was 
no  settled  minister,  and  therefore  he  was  now  not  only  willing  to  attain  a 
good  satjsfiiction  of  his  own  internal  and  practical  Christianity,  before  his 
receiving  that  mark  thereof,  but  he  was  also  willing  to  receive  it  among 
those  Christians  that  seemed  most  sensible  of  the  ionds  which  it  laid  them 
under.  Offering  himself  therefore,  first  unto  the  haptism,  and  then  unto 
the  supper  of  the  Lord,  he  presented  unto  the  pastor  of  the  church,  with 
his  own  hand-writing,  the  following  instrument;  which,  because  of  the 
exemplary  devotion  therein  expressed,  and  the  remarkable  history  which 
it  gives  of  several  occurrences  in  his  life,  I  will  here  faithfully  transcribe 
it,  without  adding  so  much  as  one  word  unto  it 
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"The  first  of  God's  uiiAiii^  me  aensiblo  of  my  sins,  was  in  the  year  1674,  by  hcnrinff 
yoor  father  preach  concerning,  'The  day  of  trouble  near.'  It  pleased  Almighty  Gud  to 
smite  me  witli  a  deep  sence  of  my  miaerafale  condition,  who  had  lived  until  then  in  the 
world,  and  had  done  nothing  for  God.  I  did  then  begm  to  think  'what  I  should  do  to  be 
aavedl'  and  did  bewail  my  youthful  days,  which  I  had  spent  in  vain:  I  did  think  that  I 
would  begin  to  mind  Wie  things  of  God.  Being  then  eometime  under  your  father's  ministry, 
much  troubled  with  my  burden,  tut  thinking  on  that  scripture,  '  Come  unto  me,  you  that 
are  weary  and  heary  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest;'  I  had  some  thoughts  of  drawmg  as 
near  to  the  communion  of  the  LaiA  Jesua  as  I  could;  but  the  ruins  which  the  Indhm  wars 
brought  on  my  affairs,  and  the  entanglements  which  my  following  the  sea  laid  upon  me, 
hindi'ed  my  pursuing  the  welfare  of  my  own  soul  as  I  ought  to  have  dona  At  length  God 
was  pleased  to  smile  upon  my  outward  concerns.  The  various  praviihrtces,  both  merciful 
and  afflictive,  which  attended  me  in  my  travels,  were  sancljfied  unto  me,  to  make  me  acknowl- 
edge God  in  all  my  ways.  I  have  divers  times  been  in  danger  of  my  life,  and  I  have  been 
brought  to  see  that  I  owe  my  life  to  him  that  has  ^ven  a  life  so  often  to  me;  I  thank  God 
ho  hath  brought  me  to  see  my  self  altogether  unhappy  without  an  interest  in  the  Lord  Jesna 
Christ,  and  to  close  heartily  with  him,  desiring  him  to  execute  all  bis  offices  on  my  behalf. 
1  have  now,  for  some  time,  been  under  serious  resolutions  that  I'would  avoid  whatever  I 
should  know  to  be  displeasing  unto  God,  and  that  I  would  'serve  him  all  (lie  days  of  my 
life.'  I  believe  no  man  will  repent  the  service  of  saoh  a  master.  I  find  my  self  unable  to 
keep  sach  resolutions,  but  my  serious  prayers  ore  to  the  Most  High,  that  Tie  would  enable 
me.  God  hath  done  so  much  for  me,  that  I  am  sensible  I  owe  my  self  to  him;  'to  hira 
would  I  give  my  self,  and  al!  that  he  has  given  to  me.'  I  can't  express  his  mercies  to  me. 
But  as  soon  as  ever  God  had  smiled  upon  me  with  a  turn  of  ray  affmrs,  I  had  laid  my  self 
under  the  vows  of  the  Loiii,  'That  I  would  set  my  self  to  serve  his  people  and  churches 
here  unto  the  utmost  of  my  capacity.'  I  have  had  great  offers  made  me  in  England;  but  the 
churches  of  New-England  were  those  which  my  heart  was  moat  aet  upon.  I  knew  that  if 
God  had  a  people  any  whore,  it  was  here:  and  I  resolved  to  rise  and  fall  with  them; 
neglecting  very  great  advant.iges  for  my  worldly  interest,  that  I  might  come  and  enjoy  the 
ordinances  of  the  Lord  Jesus  here.  It  has  been  my  trouble  that,  since  I  came  home,  I  have 
made  no  more  haste  to  get  into  tJie  house  of  God,  where  I  desire  to  be;  especially  having 
heard  so  much  about  tJie  ei/il  of  that  omission.  I  can  do  little  for  God,  but  I  desire  to  wait 
upon  hira  in  his  ordinances,  and  to  live  to  his  honour  and  glory.  My  being  bom  in  a  part 
of  the  country  where  I  had  not  in  my  infancy  enjoyed  the  first  sacrament  of  the  New-Testa- 
ment, has  been  something  of  a  stumbling-block  unto  me.  But  though  I  have  had  prefers 
of  baptism  elsewhere  made  unto  me,  I  resolved  rather  to  defer  it,  until  I  might  enjoy  it  iu 
the  communion  of  these  churches;  and  I  have  had  awful  impressions  from  those  words  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  m  Matth.  viii.  38,  'Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me,  and  of  my  words, 
of  hira  also  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ashamed.'  When  God  had  blessed  rae  with  something 
of  the  world,  I  had  no  trouble  so  greatas  this, 'lest  it  should  not  be  iu  meroy;'  and  I  trembled 
at  nothing  more  than  being 'put  off  with  a  portion  here.'  That  I  may  niake  sure  of  better 
things,  I  now  offer  ray  self  unto  the  communion  of  this  church  of  tiie  Lord  Jesus." 

Accordingly  on  March  23,  1690,  after  lie  had  in  the  congregation  of 
North-Boston  given  himself  up,  "first  unto  the  Lord,  and  then  unto  his 
people,"  he  was  baptized,  and  ao  received  into  the  communion  of  the 
fiiithful  there. 

§  10,  Several  timea,  about,  hefore  and  after  this  time,  did  I  hear  him 
express  himself  unto  this  purpose: 

"I  imve  no  noed  at  all  to  look  after  any  further  advantages  for  my  self  in  this  world;  I 
may  sit  still  at  home,  if  1  will,  and  enjoy  ray  ease  for  the  rest  of  my  life;  bat  I  believe  th.it 
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I  should  offend  God  in  my  doing  so:  for  I  am  now  in  the  prime  of  my  ago  and  strength, 
and,  I  thank  God,  1  can  undergo  hordahip:  ho  only  knows  how  long  I  have  to  live;  but  I 
think  'tis  mj  duty  to  venture  my  life  in  doing  of  gpod,  before  an  useless  old  age  cornea 
upon  me:  wherefore  I  \^ill  now  expose  my  self,  while  I  am  able,  and  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
for  iJie  service  of  my  country;  I  was  born  for  others,  as  well  as  my  self," 

I  say,  many  a  time  have  I  heard  him  so  express  himself;  .iiid  agreeable 
to  thia  generous  disposition  and  resolution  was  all  the  reSt  of  his  life. 
About  this  time  New-England  was  miserably  hriared  in  the  perplexities  of 
an  Indian  war;  and  the  salvages,  in  the  east  part  of  the  country,  issuing 
out  from  their  inaccessible  swamps,  had  for  many  months  made  their  cruel 
depredations  upon  the  poor  Enghsh  planters,  and  surprized  many  of  the 
plantations  on  the  frontiers  into  ruin.  The  New-Englanders  found  that 
while  they  continued  only  on  the  defensive  part,  their  people  were  thinned, 
and  their  treasures  wasted,  without  any  hopes  of  seeing  a  period  put  unto 
the  Indian  tragedies:  nor  could  an  army  greater  than  Xerxes'  have  easily 
come  at  the  seemingly  contemptible  handful  of  tavmies  which  made  all  this 
disturbance;  or  Tamerlain,  the  greatest  conqueror  that  ever  the  world 
saw,  have  made  it  a  business  of  no  trouble  to  have  conquered  them ;  they 
found  that  they  were  like  to  make  no  weapons  reach  their  enswamped 
adversaries,  except  Mr.  Milton  could  have  shown  them  how 

To  have  pludtt  ap  the  bills  vi-itli  all  iheir  load— 
Koeka,  waiers,  woods — and  by  iheir  shaggy  tops, 
Up-lifiiog,  bore  ihera  in  their  hDods,  therewith 
The  rebel  host  to  've  over- whelm' d. 

So  it  was  thought  that  the  English  subjects,  in  these  regions  of  America, 
might  very  properly  take  this  occasion  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the 
French,  and  by  reducing  them  under  the  English  government,  put  an 
eternal  period  at  once  unto  all  their  troubles  from  the  Frenchified  pagans. 
This  was  a  motion  urged  by  Sir  William  Phips  unto  the  General  Court 
of  the  Massachuset-colony ;  and  he  then  made  unto  the  court  a  brave  offsr 
of  his  own  person  and  estate,  for  the  service  of  the  publick  in  their  pres- 
ent extremity,  as  far  as  they  should  see  cause  to  make  use  thereof. 
Whereupon  they  made  a  drst  essay  against  the  French,  by  sending  a  naval 
force,  with  about  seven  hundred  men,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir  William 
Phips,  against  L'Acady  and  Nova  Scotia;  of  which  action  we  shall  give 
only  this  general  and  summary  account:  that  Sir  William  Phips  set  sail 
from  Nantascot,  April  28,  1690,  arriving  at  Port  Boyal,  May  11,  and  had 
the  fort  quickly  surrendered  into  his  hands  by  the  French  enemy,  who 
despaired  of  holding  out  against  him.  He  then  took  possession  of  that 
province  for  the  English  Crown,  and  having  demolished  the  fort,  and  sent 
away  the  garrison,  administred  unto  the  planters  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  he  left  what  order  he  thought  convenient 
for  the  government  of  the  place,  until  further  order  should  be  taken  by 
the  governour  and  council  of  the  Massachuset-colony,  unto  whom  he 
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returned  May  30,  with  an  acceptable  account  of  bis  expedition,  and  accepted 
a  place  among  the  magistrates  of  that  colony,  to  which  the  freemen  bad 
chosen  him  at  their  anniversary  election  two  days  before. 

Thrta  the  country,  once  given  by  King  James  the  First  nnto  Sir  William 
Alexander,  was  now  by  another  Sir  William  recovered  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  French,  who  had  afterwards  got  the  possession  of  it;  and  there  was 
added  unto  the  English  empire  a  territory,  whereof  no  man  can  read  Mon- 
sieur Denys'  ^^Description  Geographique  et  Histori<jue  des  Oostes  de  V  Ame- 
rique  Septsntrionale"'^  but  he  mMBi  reckon  the  conquest  of  a  region  so 
improvable,  for  lumber,  for  fishing,  for  mines,  and  for  furrs,  a  very  con- 
siderable service.  But  if  a  smaller  service  has,  e'er  now,  ever  merited  a 
knighthood.  Sir  William  was  wilhng  to  repeat  his  merits  by  actions  of 
the  greatest  service  possible: 

ffil  Actvm  credens,  ei  quid  super eseet  agendum. i 

§  11.  The  addition  of  this  French  colony  to  the  English  dominion,  was 
no  more  than  a  little  step  towards  a  greater  action,  which  was  first  in  the 
design  of  Sir  William  Fhips,  and  which  was,  indeed,  the  greatest  action 
that  ever  the  New-Englanders  attempted.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
Philistines  had  made  some  inroads  and  assaults  from  the  northward  upon 
the  skirts  of  Goshen,  where  the  Israelites  had  a  residence,  before  their 
coming  out  of  Egypt.  The  Israelites,  and  especially  that  active  colony 
of  the  Ephraimites,  were  willing  to  revenge  these  injuries  upon  their 
wicked  neighbours;  they  presumed  themselves  powerful  and  numerous 
enough  to  encounter  the  Canaanites,  even  in  their  own  country;  and  they 
formed  a  brisk  expedition,  but  came  off  unhappy  losers  in  it;  the  Jewish 
Rabbins  tell  us,  they  lost  no  less  than  eight  thousand  men.  The  time  was 
not  yet  come;  there  was  more  haste  than  good  speed  in  the  attempt;  they 
were  not  enough  concerned  for  the  counsel  and  presence  of  God  in  the 
undertaking;  they  mainly  propounded  the  plunder  to  be  got  among  a 
people  whose  trade  was  that  wherewith  beasts  enriched  them;  so  the 
business  miscarried.  This  history  the  Psalmist  going  to  recite  says,  "I 
will  utter  dark  sayings  of  old."  Now,  that  what  befel  Sir  Wilham  Phips, 
with  his  whole  country  of  New-England,  may  not  be  almost  forgotten 
among  "the  dark  sayings  of  old,"  I  will  here  give  the  true  report  of  a 
very  memorable  matter. 

It  was  Canada  that  was  the  chief  source  of  New-England's  miseries. 
There  was  the  main  strength  of  the  French ;  tJiere  the  Indians  were  mostly 
supplied  with  ammunition ;  ihcTice  i^ued  parties  of  men,  who,  uniting  with 
the  salvages,  barbarously  murdered  many  innocent  New-Englanders,  with- 
out any  provocation  on  the  New-English  part,  except  this,  that  New- 
l  had  proclaimed  King  William  and  Q.  Mary,  which  they  said 
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were  usurpers;  and  as  Cato  could  make  no  speeeli  in  the  senate  witliout 
that  conclusion,  Dehnda  est  Carthago,*  so  it  was  the  general  coaclusion  of 
all  that  argued  sensibly  about  the  safety  of  that  country,  "Canada  must 
be  reduced."  It  then  became  the  coneuiring  resolution  of  all  New-Eng- 
land, with  New- York,  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  Canada  at  once, 
both  by  sea  and  land. 

And  a  fleet  was  accordingly  fitted  out  from  Boston,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  William  Phips,  to  fall  upon  Quebequc,  the  chief  city  of  Canada. 
They  waited  until  August  for  some  stores  of  war  from  England,  whither 
they  bad  sent  for  that  purpose  early  in  the  spring;  but  none  at  last 
arriving,  and  the  season  of  the  year  being  so  far  spent.  Sir  William  could 
not,  without  many  discouragements  upon  his  mind,  proceed  in  a  voyage, 
for  which  he  found  himself  so  poorly  provided.  However,  the  ships 
being  taken  up,  and  the  men  on  board,  his  usual  courage  would  not  permit 
him  to  desist  from  the  enterprize;  but  he  set  sail  from  Hull  near  Boston, 
August  9,  1690,  with  a  fleet  of  thirty-two  ships  and  tenders;  whereof 
one,  called  the  Six  Friends,  carrying  forty-four  great  guns,  and  two  hun- 
dred men,  was  admiral.  Sir  William,  dividing  the  fleet  into  several 
squadrons,  whereof  there  was  the  Six  Friends,  Captain  Gregory  Sugars 
commander,  with  eleven  more  of  the  admiral's  squadron,  of  which  one 
was  also  a  capital  ship,  namely,  The  John  and  Thomas,  Captain  Thomas 
Carter  commander;  of  the  vice-admirals,  the  Swan,  Captain  Thomas  Gil- 
bert commander,  with  nine  more;  of  the  rear-admirals,  the  Amerioa-Mer- 
ehant.  Captain  Joseph  Eldridge  commander,  with  nine  more,  and  above 
twenty  hundred  men  on  board  the  whole  fleet;  he  so  happily  managed 
his  charge,  that  they  every  one  of  them  arrived  safe  at  anchor  before 
Quebeck,  although  they  had  as  dangerous,  and  almost  untrodden  a  path, 
to  take  un^iloted,  for  the  whole  voyage,  as  ever  any  voyage  was  under- 
taken with.  Some  small  French  prizes  be  took  by  the  way,  and  set  up 
English  colours  upon  the  coast,  here  and  there,  as  he  went  along;  and 
before  the  month  of  August  was  out,  he  had  spent  several  daj's  as  far 
onward  of  his  voyage  as  between  the  island  of  Antecosta  and  the  Main. 
Bat  when  they  entred  the  mighty  river  of  Canada,  such  adverse  winds 
eneountred  the  fleet,  that  they  were  three  weeks  dispatching  the  way, 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  gone  in  three  days,  and  it  was  the  fifth 
of  October,  when  a  fresh  breeze  coming  up  at  east,  carried  them  along  by 
the  north  shore,  up  to  the  isle  of  Orleans ;  and  then  haling  southerly  they 
passed  by  the  east  end  of  that  island,  with  the  whole  fleet  approaching 
the  city  of  Quebeck.  This  loss  of  time,  which  made  it  so  late  before  the 
fieet  could  get  into  the  country,  where  a  cold  and  fierce  winter  was  already 
very  far  advanced,  gave  no  very  good  prospect  of  success  to  the  expedition ; 
but  that  which  gave  a  much  ivorse,  was  a  most  horrid  mismanagement, 
which  had,  the  mean  while,  happened  in  th,e  west.     For  a  thousand  Eng- 
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lish  from  New- York  and  Albany,  and  Connecticut,  with  fifteen  hundred 
Indians,  were  to  have  gone  over-land  in  the  west,  and  fallen  upon  Mount- 
Eoyal,  while  the  fleet  was  to  visit  Quebeck  in  the  east;  and  no  expedition 
could  have  been  better  laid  than  this,  which  was  thus  contrived.  But  those 
English  corapaniea  in  the  west,  marching  as  far  as  the  great  I,ake  that  was 
to  be  passed,  found  their  eanoos  not  provided,  according  to  expectation ; 
and  the  Indians  also  were  [howf  God  knows,  and  will  one  day  judge!] 
dissuaded  from  joining  with  the  English;  and  the  army  met  with  such 
discouragements,  that  they  returned. 

Had  this  western  army  done  but  so  much  as  continued  at  the  lake,  the 
diversion  thereby  given  to  the  French  quartered  at  Mount-Koyal,  would 
have  rendred  the  conquest  of  Qaebeck  easie  and  certain;  but  the  govern- 
our  of  Canada  being  mformed  of  the  retreat  made  by  the  western-army, 
had  opportunity,  by  the  cross  winds  that  kept  back  the  fleet,  unhappily 
Jo  get  the  whole  strength  of  all  the  country  into  the  city  before  the  fleet 
could  come  up  unto  it.  However,  none  of  these  difficulties  hindred  Sir 
"William  Phips  from  sending  on  shoar  the  following  summons,  on  Monday 
the  sixth  of  October : 

"  Sir  William  Fh'pa,  Knight,  Gtneral  and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  their  Majesties 
Forces  of  Netc-EnglaTid,  hg  Sea  and  Land,  to  Count  Frontenac,  Lieutenant- General  and 
GeBemojcr  for  the  French  King  at  Canada;  or,  in  his  ahsencc,  to  hia  Deputy,  or  him  or 
them  in  chief  command  at  Quebeck  -• 

"The  war  between  the  crowns  of  England  and  France  doth  not  only  auffitiently  loarranf, 
but  the  destrnetion  made  by  tlie  French  and  Indiana,  under  your  command  and  encourage- 
ment, upon  the  persons  and  estiitea  of  Mieit  Majesties'  subjects  of  New-England,  wiUiont 
provocntion  on  theit  part,  hnlh  put  them  under  the  necessity  of  this  expedition,  for  their 
own  security  and  satisfkition.  And  nlthough  the  cruelties  aud  barbarities  used  against 
them  by  the  French  and  Indiana  might,  upon  the  present  opportunity,  prompt  unto  a  severe 
revenge,  yet,  being  desirous  to  avoid  all  inhumane  and  unchristian-like  actions,  and  to  pre- 
vent bedding  of  blood  as  much  aa  may  be: 

"I,  the  aforesaid  William  Phips,  Knight,  do  hereby,  in  the  niune  and  in  thy  behalf  of  their 
most  excellent  Majesties  Willaim  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of  England,  Seotiand,  Prance 
and  Ireland,  Defenders  of  the  Faith,  and  by  order  of  their  said  Majesties'  government  of  the 
Massaehuaet.colony  in  New-England,  demand  a  present  surrender  of  your  forta  and  castles, 
undemolished,  and  the  King's  and  other  stores,  unimbezzled,  with  a  seasonable  delivery  of 
all  captives;  together  with  a  aurrender  of  all  your  persons  and  estates  to  my  dispose:  npon 
the  doing  whereof  you  may  expect  mercy  from  me,  as  a  Christian,  according'  to  what  shall 
be  found  for  their  Majesties'  service  and  the  subjects'  security.  Which  if  you  refuse  forthwith 
to  do,  I  am  come  provided,  and  am  resolved,  by  the  help  of  God,  in  whom  I  trust,  by  force  of 
arms  to  revenge  all  wrongs  and  injuries  offered,  and  bring  yoa  under  subjection  to  the  crown 
of  England;  and,  when  too  late,  make  you  wish  you  had  accepted  of  the  favour  tendered. 

"Your  answer  positive  in  an  hour,  returned  by  your  own  trumpet,  with  the  return  of  mine, 
is  required,  upon  the  peril  ttiat  will  ensue." 

The  summons  being  delivered  unto  Count  Frontenac,  his  answer  was; 

"  That  Sir  William  Phips  and  those  with  him  were  herelidiS  and  traitors  to  their  King,  and 
had  taken  up  with  that  Usurper  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  had  made  a  revolvtion,  which,  if  il 
had  not  been  made,  New-England  and  the  French  had  been  aHon^;  and  that  no  other  nnswei 
was  to  be  expected  from  him  but  what  should  be  from  the  mouth  of  his  cannon." 
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General  Phipa  now  saw  that  it  must  coat  him  dry  Mows,  and  that  he  must 
roar  his  perswasions  out  of  the  mouths  of  great  gum,  to  make  himself 
master  of  a  city  which  had  certainly  surrendered  it  self  unto  him,  if  he 
had  arrived  but  a  little  sooner,  and  summoned  it  before  the  coming  down 
of  Count  Frontenae  with  all  his  forces,  to  command  the  oppressed  people 
there,  who  would  have  been,  many  of  them,  glader  of  coming  under  the 
English  government.  "Wherefore  oq  the  seventh  of  October,  the  Euglish, 
that  were  for  the  land  service,  went  on  board  the  lesser  vessels,  in  order 
to  land;  among  which  there  was  a  bark,  wherein  was  Captain  Ephraim 
Savage,  with  sixty  men,  that  ran  a-ground  upon  the  north  shoar,  near  two 
miles  from  Quebeck,  and  could  not  get  off,  but  lay  in  the  same  distress 
that  Scffiva  did,  when  the  Britaius  poured  in  their  numbers  upon  the  bark 
wherein  be,  with  a  few  more  soldiers  of  Cffisar's  army  were,  by  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  tide,  left  ashoar;  the  French,  with  Indians,  that  saw  them 
lye  there,  came  near,  and  fired  thick  upon  them,  and  were  bravely  answered ; 
and  when  two  or  three  hundred  of  the  enemy  at  last  planted  a  field-piece 
against  the  bark,  while  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  no  help  could  be  sent 
nnto  his  men,  the  general  advanced  so  far  as  to  level  two  or  three  great 
guns  conveniently  enough  to  make  the  assailants  ily;  and  when  the  flood 
came,  the  bark  happily  got  off,  without  the  hurt  of  one  man  aboard.  But 
so  violent  was  the  storm  of  wind  all  this  day,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  land  until  the  eighth  of  October:  when  the  English,  counting 
every  hour  to  be  a  ti>eek  until  they  were  come  to  battel^  vigorously  got 
ashoar,  designing  to  enter  the  east  end  of  the  city.  The  small-pox  had 
got  into  the  fleet,  by  which  distemper  prevailing,  the  number  of  effective 
men  which  now  went  ashoar,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General 
WaJley,  did  not  amount  unto  more  than  fourteen  hundred ;  but  four  com- 
panies of  these  were  drawn  out  &&forloms,  whom,  on  every  side,  the  enemy 
fired  at;  nevertheless, the  English  rushing  with  a  shout  at  once  upon  them, 
caused  them  to  run  as  fast  as  legs  could  carry  them;  so  that  the  whole 
English  army,  expressing  as  much  resolution  as  was  in  Ctesar's  army, 
when  they  first  landed  on  Britain,  in  spight  of  all  opposition  from  the 
inhabitants,  marched  on  until  it  was  dark,  having  firet  killed  many  of  the 
French,  with  the  loss  of  hut  four  men  of  their  own;  and  frighted  about 
seven  or  eight  hundred  more  of  the  French  from  an  ambuscado,  where 
they  lay, ready  to  fall  upon  them.  But  some  thought  that  by  slaying  in 
8ie  valley,  they  took  the  way  never  to  get  over  the  hill:  and  yet  for  them  to 
stay  where  they  were  till  the  smaller  vessels  came  up  the  river  before 
them,  so  far  as  by  their  guns  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  army  in  their 
getting  over,  was  what  the  council  of  war  had  ordered.  But  the  violence 
of  the  weather,  with  the  general's  being  sooner  plunged  into  the  heat  of 
action  than  was  intended,  hindrcd  the  smaller  vessels  ftom  attending 
that  order.  And  this  evening  a  French  deserter  coming  to  them,  assured 
them  that  nine  hundred  men  were  on  their  march  from  Quebeck  to  meet 


ricM.obyClOOglC 


188  MAGNALIA    CHKISTI    AMESIGANA; 

tliem,  already  passed  a  little  rivulet  tliat  lay  at  the  end  of  the  city,  hut 
seeing  them  land  so  suddenly,  and  so  valiantly  run  down  those  that 
first  encountered  them,  they  had  retreated:  nevertheless,  that  Couut 
B'rontenac  was  come  down  to  Quebeck  with  no  fewer  than  thirty  huiidred: 
men  to  defend  the  city,  having  left  h^i  fifty  soldiers  to  defend  Mount-E«al, 
because  they  had  understood,  that  the  English  army  on  that  side  were 
gone  back  to  Albany.  Notwithstanding  this  dis-spiriting  information, 
the  common  soldiers  did  with  much  vehemeney  "beg  and  pray  that  they 
might  be  led  on;  professing  that  they  had  rather  lose  their  lives  on  the 
spot,  than  fail  of  taking  the  city;  but  the  more  wary  commanders  con- 
sidered how  rash  a  thing  it  would  be  for  about  fourteen  hundred  raw 
men,  tired  with  a  long  voyage,  to  assault  more  than  twice  as  many  expert 
soldiers,  who  were  OalU  in  suo  sterquilinio,  or  "■cocks  growing  on  their 
own  dunghil."  They  were,  in  truth,  now  gotten  into  the  grievous  case 
which  Livy  describes  when  he  says,  IH  grave  est  helium  gerere,  vM  non 
consistsndi  avi  procedendi  locus,  quocwmque  aspexeris  Hostilia  sunt  omnia;* 
look  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  all  was  full  of  hostile  difficuMes.  And, 
indeed,  whatever  popular  clamour  has  been  made  against  any  of  the  com- 
manders, it  is  apparent  that  they  acted  considerately,  in  making  a  pause 
upon  what  was  before  them;  and  they  did  a  greater  kindness  to  their 
soldiers  than  they  have  since  been  thanked  for.  But  in  this  time  General 
Phipa  and  his  men  of  war,  with  their  canvas  wings,  flew  close  up  unto  the 
west-end  of  th^  city,  and  there  he  behaved  himself  with  the  greatest 
bravery  imaginable;  nor  did  the  other  men  of  war  forbear  to  follow  his 
brave  example;  who  never  discovered  himself  more  in  his  element  than 
when,  (as  the  poet  cxpresseth  it,) 

The  slaughter-brei 
In  flames  of  lighii 

He  lay  within  pistol-shot  of  the  enemies'  cannon,  and  beat  them  from 
thence,  and  very  much  battered  the  town,  having  his  own  ship  shot 
through  in  almost  an  hundred  places  with  four-and-twenty  pounders,  and 
yet  but  one  man  was  killed,  and  only  two  mortally  wounded  aboard  him 
in  this  hot  engagement,  which  continued  the  greatest  part  of  that  night 
and  several  hours  of  the  day  ensuing.  But  wondring  that  he  saw  no 
signal  of  any  effective  action  ashore  at  the  east-end  of  the  city,  he  sent 
that  he  might  know  the  condition  of  the  army  there;  and  received  answer 
that  several  of  the  men  were  so  frozen  in  their  hands  and  feet  as  to  be 
disabled  from  service,  and  others  were  apace  falling  sick  of  the  small-pox. 
Whereupon  he  ordered  them  on  board  immediately  to  refresh  themselves, 
and  he  intended  then  to  have  renewed  his  attack  upon  the  city,  in  the 
method  of  landing  his  men  in  the  face  of  it,  under  the  shelter  of  his  great 
guns;  having  to  that  purpose  provided  also  a  considerable  number  of  well 
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shaped  wheel-harrows,  eacli  of  them  carrying  two  Petarraros  apiece,  to 
march  hcfore  the  men,  and  make  the  enemy  fly,  with  as  much  contempt 
as  overwhelmed  the  Philistines,  when  undone  by  foxes  with  torches  in  their 
tails;  (remembred  in  an  anniversary  diversion  every  April  among  the 
ancient  Eomans,  taught  by  the  Phenicians.) 

While  the  measures  to  be  further  taken  were  debating,  there  was  made 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  the  English  having  taken  several  of  the  French 
in  divers  actions,  and  the  French  having  in  their  hands  divers  of  the 
English,  whom  the  Indians  had  brought  captives  unto  them.  The  army 
noTV  on  board  continued  still  resolute  and  courageous,  and  on  fire  for  the 
conq^uest  of  Quebeck;  or  if  they  had  missed  of  doing  it  by  storm,  they  knew 
that  they  might,  by  possessing  themselves  of  the  isle  of  Orleans,  in  a  little 
while  have  starved  them  out.  Incredible  damage  they  might  indeed  have 
done  to  the  enemy  before  they  embarked,  but  they  were  willing  to  preserve 
the  more  undefensible  parts  of  the  country  in  such  a  condition  as  might 
more  sensibly  encourage  the  submission  of  the  inhabitants  unto  the  Crown 
of  England,  whose  protection  was  desired  by  so  many  of  them.  And  still 
they  were  loth  to  play  for  any  lesser  game  than  the  immediate  surrender 
of  Quebeck  it  self.  But  ere  a  ftill  council  of  war  could  conclude  the  next 
steps  to  be  taken,  a  violent  storm  arose  that  separated  the  fleet,  and  the 
snow  and  the  cold  became  so  extream,  that  they  could  not  continue  in 
those  quarters  any  longer. 

Thus,  by  an  evident  hand  of  Heaven,  sending  one  unavoidable  disaster 
after  another,  as  well-formed  an  enterprize  as  perhaps  was  ever  made  by 
the  New-Englanders,  most  happily  miscarried ;  and  General  Phips  under- 
went a  very  mortifying  disappointment  of  a  design  which  his  mind  was, 
as  much  as  ever  any,  set  upon.  He  arrived  November  19,  at  Boston, 
where,  although  he  found  himself,  as  well  as  the  publick,  thrown  into 
very  uneask  circumstances,  yet  he  had  this  to  comfort  him,  that  neither 
bis  courage  nor  his  conduct  could  reasonably  have  been  taxed ;  nor  could 
it  be  said  that  any  man  could  have  done  more  than  he  did,  under  so  many 
emharassments  of  his  business,  as  he  was  to  flght  withal.  He  also  relieved 
the  uneasiness  of  his  mind  by  considering  that  his  voyage  to  Canada 
diverted  from  his  country  an  horribk  tempest  from  an  army  of  Boss-Lopers, 
which  had  prepared  themselves,  as  'tis  affirmed,  that  winter,  to  fall  upon 
the  New-English  colonies,  and,  by  falling  on  them,  would  probably  have 
laid  no  little  part  of  the  country  desolate.  And  he  further  considered 
that,  in  this  matter,  like  Israel  engaging  against  Benjamin,  it  may  be,  we 
saw  yet  but  the  beginning  of  the  matter :  and  that  the  way  to  Canada  now 
being  learnt,  the  foundation  of  a  victory  over  it  might  be  laid  in  what  had 
been  already  done.  Unto  this  purpose  likewise  he  was  heard  sometimes 
applying  the  remarkable  story  reported  by  Bradwardine: 

"There  was  an  hermit,  who,  being  vexed  with  binapliemous  injectioDa  about  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  Divine  Providence,  an  angel  in  humane  shape  invit«d  him  to  ti'avcl  with 
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hitn, 'that  he  mi^ht  see  the  hidden  judgmcntaof  God.'  Lodging  all  nightatthe  house 
of  a  man  who  kindly  entertained  them,  the  angel  took  away  a  valuable  uup  from  their  host, 
at  their  going  away  in  the  morning,  and  bestowed  this  eup  upon  a  very  wicked  man,  with 
whom  they  lodged  the  night  ensuing.  The  third  night  they  were  most  lovingly  treated  at 
the  house  of  a  very  godly  man,  from  whom,  when  they  went  in  tJie  morning,  the  angel, 
meeting  a  servant  of  bis,  threw  him  over  the  bridge  into  the  water,  where  he  was  drowned. 
And  tJie'  fourth,  being  in  lilte  manner  moat  courteously  treated  at  the  house  of  a  very  godly 
man,  the  angel  before  morning  did  unaccomitably  kill  his  only  child.  The  companion  of 
Uie  journey  being  wonderfully  offended  at  these  things,  would  have  left  his  guardian:  but 
the  ange!  then  IhiiB  addressed  him:  'Understand,  now  the  secret  judgments  of  God!  The 
first  man  that  entertained  ns,  did  inordinately  affect  that  cup  which  1  took  from  him;  'twas 
for  the  advantage  of  his  in1«rinur  lliat  I  took  it  away,  and  I  gave  it  unto  the  impious  man, 
as  the  present  reward  of  his  good  works,  which  is  all  the  reward  he  is  like  to  have.  As  for 
om'  third  host,  the  servant  which  I  slew  haa  formed  a  bloody  design  to  have  slain  his  mas- 
ter; but  now,  you  see,  I  have  saved  the  life  of  the  master,  and  prevented  something  of 
growth  unto  the  eternal  punishment  of  the  murderer.  As  for  our  fmirik  host,  before  his 
child  was  bom  unto  him,  he  was  a  very  liberal  and  bountiful  person,  and  he  did  abnndaitce 
of  good  vriWi  his  estate ;  but  when  he  saw  he  was  like  to  leave  such  an  heir,  he  grew  covet- 
ous; wherefo:-e  the  soul  of  the  infant  is  translated  into  paradise,  hut  the  occasion  of  sin  is, 
you  see, mercifully  taken  away  from  the  parent.'" 

Thus  General  Phips,  though  lie  had  been  used  unto  diving  in  his  time, 
would  aay,  "That  the  things  which  had  hefallen  him  in  thia  expedition, 
were  too  deep  to  he  dived  intol" 

§  12,  From  the  time  that  General  Pen  made  his  attempt  upon  Hispaniola, 
with  an  army  that,  like  the  New-English  forces  against  Canada,  miscarried 
after  an  expectation  of  having  little  to  do  hut  to  possess  krA.  plund&i- ;  eveji 
to  this  day,  the  genera!  disaster  which  hath  attended  almost  every  attempt 
of  the  European  colonies  in  America  to  make  any  considerable  encroach- 
ments upon  their  neighbours,  is  a  matter  of  some  close  reflection.  But  of 
the  disaster  which  now  befel  poor  New-England  in  particular,  every  one 
will  easily  conclude  none  of  the  least  consequences  to  have  been  the  extream 
deils  which  that  country  was  now  plunged  into;  there  hsiug  fort}/ thomana 
pounds,  more  or  less,  now  to  he  paid,  and  not  a  penny  in  the  treasury  to 
pay  it  withal.  In  this  extremity  they  presently  found  out  an  expedient, 
which  may  serve  as  an  example  for  any  people  in  other  parte  of  the  world, 
whose  distresses  may  call  for  a  sudden  supply  of  money  to  carry  them 
through  any  important  expedition.  The  general  assembly  first  passed  an 
act  for  the  levying  of  such  a  sum  of  money  as  was  wanted,  within  such  a 
term  of  time  as  was  judged  convenient;  and  this  act  was  a.  fund,  on  which 
the  credit  of  such  a  sum  should  be  rendered  passable  among  the  people. 
Hereupon  there  was  appointed  an  able  and  faithful  committee  of  gentlemen, 
who  printed,  from  copper-plates,  a  just  number  of  bills,  and  flourished, 
indented,  and  contrived  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  counterfeit  any  of  them,  without  a  speedy  discovery  of  the  counterfeit: 
besides  which,  they  were  all  signed  by  the  hands  of  three  belonging  to  that 
committee.     These  bills  being  of  several  sums,  from  two  shillings  to  ten 
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pounds,  did  confess  the  Massachiiset-colony  to  be  endebted  unto  the  person 
in  whose  hands  they  were,  the  sums  therein  expressed;  and  provision 
was  made,  that  if  any  particular  biVs  were  irrecoverably  lost,  or  torn,  or 
worn  by  the  owners,  they  might  be  recruited  without  any  damage  to  the 
whole  in  general.  The  publiok  debts  to  the  sailors  and  soldiers,  now  upon 
the  point  of  mutiny,  (for,  Arma  Tenenti,  Omnia  dat,  qyi  Justa  negat!)*  were 
in  these  bills  paid  immediately:  but  that  further  credit  might  be  given 
thereunto,  it  was  ordered  that  they  should  be  accepted  by  the  treasurer, 
and  al!  officers  that  were  subordinate  unto  him,  in  all  publict  payments, 
at  five  per  cent,  more  than  the  value  expressed  in  them.  The  people 
knowing  that  the  tax-act  would,  in  the  space  of  two  years  at  least,  fetch 
into  the  treasury  as  much  as  all  the  bills  of  credit  thence  emitted  would 
amount  nnto,  were  willing  to  he  furnished  with  bills,  wherein  it  was  their 
advantage  to  pay  their  taxes,  rather  than  in  any  other  specie ;  and  so  the 
sailors  and  soldiers  put  off  their  bills,  instead  of  money,  to  those  with 
whom  they  had  any  dealings,  and  they  circulated  through  all  the  hands 
m  the  colony  pretty  comfortably.  Had  the  government  been  so  settled, 
that  there  had  not  been  any  doubt  of  any  obstruction,  or  diversion  to  be 
given  to  the  prosecution  of  the  tax-act,  by  a  total  change  of  their  affairs, 
then  depending  at  White-IIall,  'tis  very  certain,  that  the  bills  of  credit 
had  been  better  than  so  much  ready  silver;  yea,  the  invention  had  been 
of  more  use  to  the  New-Englanders,  than  if  all  their  copper  mines  had 
been  opened,  or  the  mountains  of  Peru  had  been  removed  into  these  parts 
of  America.  The  Massachuset  bills  of  credit  had  been  like  the  bank  bills 
of  Venice,  where,  though  there  were  not,  perhaps,  a  ducat  of  money  in  the 
bank,  yet  the  bills  were  esteemed  more  than  twenty  per  cent, better  than 
money,  among  the  body  of  the  people,  in  all  their  dealings.  But  many 
people  being  afraid  that  the  government  would  in  half  a  year  be  so  over- 
turned as  to  convert  their  bilb  of  credit  altogether  into  waste  paper,  the 
crerfti  of  them  was  thereby  very  much  impaired;  and  they  who  first  received 
them  could  make  them  yield  little  more  than  fourteen  or  sixteen  shillings 
in  the  pound ;  from  whence  there  arose  those  idle  suspicions  in  the  heads 
of  many  more  ignorant  and  unthinking  folks  concerning  the  use  thereof, 
which,  to  the  incredible  detriment  of  the  province,  are  not  wholly  laid  aside 
unto  this  day.  However,  this  method  of  paying  the  publick  debts  did 
no  less  than  save  the  publick  from  a  perfect  ruin:  and  ere  many  months 
were  expired,  the  .govemour  and  council  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
treasurer  burn  before  their  eyes  many  a  thousand  pounds  worth  of  the  bills 
which  had  passed  about  until  they  were  again  returned  unto  the  treasury; 
but  before  their  being  returned,  had  happily  and  honestly,  without  a  far- 
thing of  silver  coin,  discharged  the  debts  for  which  they  were  intended. 
But  that  which  helped  these  bills  unt6  much  of  their  credit,  was  the  gener- 
ous offer  of  many  worthy  men  in  Boston  to  run  the  risque  of  selling  their 
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goods  reasonalDly  for  them ;  and  of  these  I  think  I  may  say  that  General 
Phips  was  in  some  sort  the  leader ;  who,  at  the  very  beginning,  meexly  to 
recommend'  the  credit  of  tlie  bills  vrnto  other  persons,  cheerfully  laid  down 
a  considerable  quantity  of  ready  money  for  an  equivalent  parcel  of  them. 
And  thus  in  a  little  time  the  country  waded  through  the  terrible  debts  which 
it  was  feUeninto:  in  this,  though  unhappy  enough,  yet  not  so  unhappy  as 
in  the  loss  of 'men,  by  which  the  country  was  at  the  same  time  consumed. 
'Tia  true,  there  was  very  little  blood  spilt  in  the  attack  made  upon  Quebect, 
and  there  was  a  great  hand  of  Heaven  seen  in  it.  The  churches,  upon  the 
call  of  the  government,  not  only  observed  a  general  fast  through  the 
Colony,  for  the  welfare  of  the  army  sent  unto  Quebeek,  but  also  kept  the 
wheel  of  prayer  in  a  continual  motion,  by  repeated  and  successive  agreements 
for  days  of  prayer  with  fasting  in  their  several  vicinities.  On  these  days 
the  ferventest  prayers  were  sent  up  to  the  God  of  armies,  for  the  safety 
and  successof  the  New-English  army  gone  to  Canada:  and  though  I  never 
understood  that  any  of  the  &ithful  did  in  their  prayers  arise  to  any  assu- 
rance that  the  expedition  should  prosper  in  all  respects,  yet  they  sometimes, 
in  their  devotions  on  these  occasions,  uttered  their  perswasion  that  Almighty 
God  had  heard  them  in  t/iis  thing,  "that  the  Jihglish  army  should  not 
fall  by  the  hands  of  the  French  enemy."  Now  they  were  marvellously 
delivered  from  doing  so;  though  the  enemy  had  such  unexpected  advan- 
tages over  them;  yea,  and  though  the  horrid  winter  was  come  on  so  far, 
that  it  is  a  wonder  the  English  fleet,  then  riding  in  the  river  of  Canada, 
fared  any  better  than  the  army  which  a  while  since  besieged  Poland, 
wherein,  of  seventy  thousand  invaders,  no  less  ikan  forty  thousand  suddenly 
perished  by  the  severity  of  the  cold,  albeit  it  were  but  the  month  of 
November  with  them.  Nevertheless,  a  kind  of  camp-fever,  as  well  as  the 
small-pox,  got  into  the  fleet,  whereby  some  hundreds  came  short  of  home. 
And  besides  this  calamity,  it  was  also  to  be  lamented  that  although  the 
most  of  the  fleet  arrived  safe  at  New-England,  whereof  some  v^sels  indeed 
were  driven  off  by  cross  winds  as  far  as  the  "West-Indies  before  such  arrival, 
yet  there  were  three  or  four  vessels  \yhich  totally  miscarried :  one  was  never 
heard  o^  a  second  was  wrecked,  but  most  of  the  men  were  saved  by  another 
in  company ;  a  third  was  wrecked,  so  that  all  the  men  were  either  starved, 
or  drowned,  or  slain  by  the  Indians,  except  one,  which  a  long  while  after 
was  by  means  of  the  French  restored;  and  3.  fourth  met  with  accidents 
which,  it  may  be,  my  reader  will  by  and  by  pronounce  not  unworthy  to 
have  been  related. 

A  brigantine,  whereof  Captain  John  Eainsford  was  commander,  having 
about  threescore  men  aboard,  was  in  a  very  stormy  night,  October  28, 
1690,  stranded  upon  the  desolate  and  hideous  island  of  Antecosta,  an 
island  in  tho  mouth  of  the  mighty  river  of  Canada;  but  through  the 
singular  mercy  of  God  unto  them,  the  vessel  did  not  immediately  stave 
to  pieces,  which,  if  it  had  happened,  they  must  have  one  way  or  anothei 
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quickly  perished.  There  they  lay  for  divers  days,  under  abundance  of 
hitter  weather,  trying  and  hoping  to  get  off  their  vessel ;  and  they  sol- 
emnly set  apart  one  day  for  prayer  with  fasting,  to  obtain  the  smiles  of 
Heaven  upon  them  in  the  midst  of  their  distresses;  and  this  capeciallj, 
that  if  they  must  go  ashoar,  they  might  not,  by  any  stress  of  storm,  lose 
the  provisions  which  they  were  to  carry  with  them.  They  were  at  last 
convinced  that  they  must  continue  no  longer  on  board,  and  therefore,  by 
the  seventh  of  November,  they  applied  themselves,  all  hands,  to  get  their 
provisions  ashoar  upon  the  dismal  island,  where  they  had  nothing  but  a 
sad  and  cold  winter  before  them ;  which  being  accomplished,  their  vessel 
overset  BO  as  to  take  away  from  them  all  expectation  of  getting  off  the 
island  in  it.  Here  they  now  built  themselves  nine  small  chimneylsss  things 
that  they  called  houses;  to  this  purpose  employing  such  boards  and  planks 
as  they  could  get  from  their  shattered  vessel,  with  the  help  of  trees, 
whereof  that  si^uaJid  wilderness  had  enough  to  serve  them;  and  they 
built  a  particular  store-house,  wherein  they  carefully  lodged  and  locked  the 
poor  quantity  of  provisions,  which,  though  scarce  enough  to  serve  a  very 
abstemious  company  for  one  month,  must  now  be  so  stinted  as  to  hold  out 
six  or  seven;  and  the  allowance  agreed  among  them  could  be  no  better 
than  for  one  man,  "two  bisket*,  half  a  pound  of  pork,  half  a  pound  of 
flower,  one  pint  and  a  quarter  of  pease,  and  two  salt  fishes  per  week." 
This  little  handful  of  men  were  now  a  sort  of  commonweaUli,  extraordi- 
narily and  miserably  separated  from  all  the  rest  of  mankind ;  (but  I  believe 
they  thought  little  enough  of  an  Utopia:)  wherefore  they  consulted,  and 
concluded  such  laws  among  themselves  as  they  judged  necessary  to  their 
subsistence,  in  the  doleful  condition  whereinto  the  providence  of  God  had 
cast  them;  now 

— Pcnitus  lota  divisos  Oihe* 

they  set  up  <food  orders,  as  well  as  they  could,  among  themselves;  and 
besides  their  daily  devotions,  they  observed  the  Lord's  days  with  more 
solemn  exercises  of  religion. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  they  began  to  feel  the  more  mortal  effects 
of  the  straits  whereinto  they  had  been  reduced:  their  short  commons, 
their  drink  of  snow-water,  their  hard,  and  wet,  and  smoaky  hdqings,  and 
their  grievous  despair  of  mind,  overwhelmed  '5ome  of  them  at  sui^h  a  late, 
and  so  kwm-stringed  them,  that  sooner  than  be  at  the  pains  to  go  abroad, 
and  cut  their  own  fuel,  they  would  l\e  after  a  sottish  mannei  m  the  cold, 
these  things  quickly  brought  sicknesses  among  them  The  first  of  their 
number  who  died  was  their  dodoi,  on  the  20th  of  Decembei,  and  then 
they  dropt  away,  one  after  another,  till  between  thirty  a,-aA  fa  ty  oi  the 
sixty  were  buried  by  their  disconsolate  fjiends,  whereof  every  one  looked 
still  to  be  the  next  that  should  lay  his  bones  in  that  forsaken  region. 
These  poor  men  did  therefore,  on  Monday,  the  27th  of  January,  keep  a 

■  Separaled  fi-oin  Ihe  whole  wolW. 
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sacred  fast  (as  they  did,  in  some  sort,  a  civil  one,  every  day,  all  this  while) 
tobeseecliof  Almighty  God  that  hia  anger  might  be  turned  from  them,  that 
he  would  not  go  on  to  cut  them  off  in  his  anger,  that  the  extremity  of  the 
season  might  be  mitigated,  and  that  they  might  be  prospered  in  some  essay 
to  get  relief  as  the  spring  should  advance  upon  them ;  and  they  toot  notice 
that  God  gave  them  a  gracious  answer  to  every  one  of  these  petitions. 

But  while  the  hand  of  God  was  killing  so  many  of  this  little  nation 
{and  yet  uncapable  to  become  a  nation,  for  it  was  Ees  unius  ^tatis,  popu- 
lus  virorum!)*  they  apprehended  that  they  must  have  been  under  a  most 
uncomfortable  necessity  to  Mil  one  of  their  company. 

Whatever  penalties  they  enacted  for  other  crimes,  there  was  one  for 
which,  like  that  of  parricide  among  the  anticnts,  they  would  have  prom- 
ised themselves  that  there  should  not  have  been  occasion  for  any  punish- 
ments; and  that  was  the  crime  of  stealing  from  the  common-stock  of  their 
provisions.  Nevertheless  they  found  their  store-hoiise  divers  times  broken 
open,  and  their  provisions  therefrom  stolen  by  divers  unnatural  children 
of  the  Leviatlian,  while  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  preserve  their 
feeble  store-house  from  the  stone-wall-hreaking  madness  of  these  unreason- 
able creatures.  This  trade  of  stealing,  if  it  had  not  been  stopped  by  some 
exemplary  severity,  they  must  in  a  little  while,  by  lot  or  force,  have  come  to 
have  cannihally  devoured  one  another ;  for  there  was  nothing  to  be  done, 
either  at  fishing,  or  fowling,  or  hunting,  upon  that  rueful  island,  in  the 
depth  of  a  frozen  winter;  and  though  they  sent  as  fer  as  they  could  upon 
discovery,  they  could  not  find  on  the  island  any  living  thing  in  the  world 
besides  themselves.  Wherefore,  though  by  an  act  they  made  stealing  to 
be  so  criminal  that  several  did  run  the  gauntlet  for  it,  yet  they  were  not 
fiir  from  being  driven,  after  all,  to  make  one  degree  and  instance  of  it 
capital.  There  was  a  wicked  Irishman  among  them,  who  had  such  a  vora- 
cvms  devil  in  him,  that  after  divers  burglaries  upon  the  store-house,  com- 
mitted by  him,  at  last  he  stole,  and  eai  with  such  a  pamplMgov^  fury,  as  to 
cram  himself  with  no  less  than  eighteen  biskets  at  one  stolen  meal,  and  he  was 
fain  to  have  his  belly  stroked  and  bathed  before  the  fire,  lest  he  should  other- 
wise have  burst.  This  amazing,  and  indeed  murderous  villany  of  the  Irish- 
man brought  them  all  to  their  wit's  ends  how  to  defend  themselves  from  the 
ruin  therein  threatened  unto  them ;  and  whatever  methods  were  proposed, 
it  was  feared  that  there  could  be  no  stop  given  to  his  furacious  exorbi- 
tancies  any  way  but  one;  he  could  not  be  past  stealing,  unless  he  were  past 
eating  too.  Some  think  therefore  they  might  have  sentenced  the  wretch 
to  die,  and  after  they  bad  been  at  pains,  upon  Christian  and  spiritual 
accounts,  to  prepare  him  for  it,  have  esecuted  the  sentence  by  shooting 
him  to  death:  concludingmatterscometo  that  pass,  that  if  (?te)/ had  not  shot 
him,  he  must  have  starved  them  unavoidably.  Such  an  action,  if  it  were 
done,  will  doubtless  meet  with  no  harder  a  censure,  than  that  of  the  seven 


.KubyGoo^Ie 


OE,    THE    IHSTOEY    OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  I95 

Englishmen,  who,  being  in  a  boat  carried  off  to  sea  from  St.  Ohristophera, 
with  but  one  day's  provision  aboard  for  seventeen,  singled  out  some  of  their 
number  by  lot,  and  slew  them,  and  ate  them;  for  which,  when  they  were 
afterwards  accused  of  T/turder,  the  court,  in  consideration  of  the  inevitable 
necessity,  acquitted  them.  Truly  the  inevitable  necessity  of  starving,  without 
such  an  action,  sufficiently  grievous  to  them  all,  will  very  much  plead  for 
what  was  done  (whatever  it  were  I)  by  these  poor  Anlecostians.  And  starved 
indeed  they  must  have  been  for  all  this,  if  they  had  not  contrived  and  per- 
formed a  very  desperate  adventure,  which  now  remains  to  be  related. 
There  was  a  very  diminutive  kind  of  boat  belonging  to  their  brigantine, 
which  they  recovered  out  of  the  wreck,  and  cutting  this  boat  in  two,  they 
made  a  shift,  with  certain  odd  materials  preserved  among  them,  to  lengthen 
it  so  far,  that  they  could  form  a  little  cuddy,  where  two  or  three  men  might 
be  stowed,  and  they  set  up  a  Utile  rnast,  whereto  they  fastened  a  little  sail, 
and  accommodated  it  with  some  other  Utile  circumstances,  'according  to 
their  present  poor  capacity. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  five  of  the  company  shipped  themselves 
upon  this  doughty  fly-boat,  intending,  if  it  were  possible,  to  carry  unto 
Boston  the  tidings  of  their  woeful  plight  upon  Antecosta,  and  by  help 
from  their  friends  there,  to  return  with  seasonable  succours  for  the  rest, 
They  had  not  sailed  long  before  they  were  hemmed  in  by  prodigious 
cakes  of  ice,  whereby  their  boat  sometimes  was  horribly  wounded,  and  it 
was  a  miracle  that  it  was  not  crushed  into  a  thousand  pieces,  if  indeed  a 
ihoitsand  pieces  could  have  been  splintered  out  of  so  minute  a  cocJc-boat 
They  kept  labouring,  and  fearfully  weather-beaten,  among  enormous  rands 
of  ice,  which  would  ever  now  and  then  rub  formidably  upon  them,  and 
were  enough  to  have  broken  the  ribs  of  the  strongest  frigot  that  ever  cut 
the  seas;  and  yet  the  signal  hand  of  Heaven  so  preserved  this  petty  boat, 
that  by  the  eleventh  of  April  they  had  got  a  quarter  of  their  way,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  under  Cape  St.  Lawrence,  having  seen  land  but  once 
before,  and  that  about  seven  leagues  oif,  ever  since.their  first  setting  out; 
and  yet  having  seen  the  open  and  ocean  sea  not  so  much  as  once  in  all  this 
while,  for  the  ice  that  still  encompassed  them.  For  their  support  in  this 
time,  the  little  provisions  they  brought  with  them  would  not  have  kept 
them  alive ;  only  they  killed  seale  upon  the  ice,  and  they  melted  the 
upper  part  of  the  ice  for  drink;  but  fierce,  wild,  ugly  sea-horses  would 
often  so  approach  them  upon  the  ice,  that  the  fear  of  being  devoured 
by  them  was  not  the  least  of  their  exercises.  The  day  following, 
they  weighed  anchor  betimes  in  the  morning,  but  the  norwest  winds 
persecuted  them,  with  the  raised  and  raging  waves  of  the  sea,  which 
almost  continually  poured  into  them ;  and  monstrous  islands  of  ice,  that 
seemed  almost  as  big  as  Antecosta  it  sel^  would  ever  now  and  then  come 
athwart  them.  In  such  a  sea  they  lived  by  the  special  assistance  of  God, 
until,  by  the  thirteenth  of  April,  they  got  into  an  island  of  land,  where 
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they  made  a  fire,  and  killed  some  fowl  and  some  seale,  and  found  some 
goose-eggs,  and  supplied  themselves  with  what  hillete  of  wood  were  neces- 
sary and  carriageable  for  them ;  and  there  they  stayed  until  the  seven- 
teentK  Here  their  boat  lying  near  a  rock,  a  great  sea  hove  it  upon  the 
lock,  so  that  it  was  iipon  the  very  point  of  oversetHni/,  which  if  it  had,  she 
had  been  utterly  disabled  for  any  further  service,  and  they  must  have 
called  that  harbour  by  the  name  which,  I  think,  one  a  little  more  north- 
ward bears,  "the  Cope  without  hope."  There  they  must  have  ended  their 
weary  daysl  But  here  the  good  hand  of  God  again  interposed  for  them; 
they  got  her  off;  and  though  'they  lost  their  compass  in  this  hurry,  they 
sufficiently  repaired  another  defective  one  they  had  aboard.  Sailing  from 
thence,  by  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  they  made  Cape  Brittoon;  when  a 
thick  fog  threw  them  into  a  new  perplexity,  until  they  were  safely  gotten 
into  the  Bay  of  Islands,  where  they  again  wooded,  and  watred,  and  killed 
a  few  fowl,  and  catched  some  fish,  and  began  to  reckon  themselves  as  good 
as  half  way  home.  They  reached  Cape  Sables  by  the  third  of  May,  but 
by  the  fifth  all  their  provision  was  again  spent,  and  they  were  out  of  sight 
of  land;  nor  had  they  any  prospect  of  catching  any  thing  that  lives  in 
the  Atlantiek:  which,  while  they  were  lamenting  one  unto  another,  a  stout 
halibut  comes  up  to  the  top  of  the  water,  by  their  side;  whereupon  they 
threw  out  the  fishing-line,  and  the  iish  took  the  hook;  hut  he  proved  so 
heavy,  that  it  required  the  help  of  several  hands  to  hale  him  in,  and  a 
thankful  supper  they  made  on  it.  By  the  seventh  of  May  seeing  no  land, 
but  having  once  more  spent  all  their  provision,  they  were  again  grown 
almost  wholly  hopeless  of  deliverance,  but  then  a  fishing  shallop  of  Cape 
Ann  came  up  with  them,  fifteen  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  that  cape.  And 
yet  before  they  got  in,  thoy  had  so  tempestuous  a  night,  that  they  much 
feared  perishing  upon  the  rocks  after  all :  but  God  carried  them  into  Boston 
harbour  the  ninth  of  May,  unto  the  greatsurprizcQf  their  friends  that  were 
in  mourning  for  them:  and  there  furnishing  themselves  with  a  vessel  fit 
for  their  undertaking,  they  took  a  course  in  a  few  weeks  more  to  fetch 
home  their  brethren  that  they  left  behind  them  at  Antecosta. 
But  it  is  now  time  for  us  to  return  unto  Sir  William  I 
§  13.  All  this  while  Canada  was  as  much  written  upon  Sir  'WiUiam's 
heart  as  Callice,  they  said  once,  was  upon  Queen  Mary's.  He  needed  not 
one  to  have  been  his  daily  monitor  about  Canada;  it  lay  down  with  him, 
it  rose  up  with  him,  it  engrossed  almost  all  his  thoughts;  he  thought  the 
subduing  of  Canada  to  be  the  greatest  service  that  could  be  done  for  New- 
England,  or  for  the  crown  of  England,  in  America.  In  pursuance  whereof, 
after  he  had  been  but  a  i^yf  weeks  at  home,  he  took  another  voyage  for 
England,  in  the  very  depth  of  winter,  when  sailing  was  now  dangerous; 
conflicting  with  all  the  difficulties  of  a  tedious  and  terrible  passage,  in  a  very 
little  vessel,  which  indeed  was  like  enough  to  have  perished,  if  it  had  no^ 
been  for  the  help  of  hia  generous  hand  aboard,  and  his  fortunes  in  the  bottom 
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Arriving — per  tol  Discn'miim* — at  Bristol,  lie  hastned  up  to  London; 
rLiidmadeliis  appHuations  to  their  Majesties  andtiie  principal  Ministers  of 
State  for  assistance  to  renew  an  expedition  against  Canada,  concluding  his 
representation  to  the  King  with  such  words  as  these: 

"If  youf  Mfljeaty  alwU  grauioualy  plense  to  commission  and  assist  me,  !  am  ready  to  ven- 
ture my  life  ngiiin  in  your  servlcie.  And  I  doaijt  not,  by  tlie  blussing  of  God,  Cunadu  may 
he  lidded  unto  tlic  rest  of  your  dominions,  wliitf\  will  (ill!  tiruuiiiatances  considered)  be  of 
mure  ndvantiige  to  tlic  crown  of  Biigland,  tlinn  all  tlie  territones  in  tjie  West  Indies  are. 

"  Tlie  Ecasons  here  saljiiiaed,  arc  liamiyy  ifffered  unto  yoar  Mnjcsty's  cvntidcratum : 
"First,  The  sntcess  of  this  design  will  gi'entlv  add  tfl  tlie  glory  and  interest  of  the  Eng- 
lish crown  and  nation;  by  the  addition  of  tho  Bever-trude,  and  securing  the  Hudson's  bay 
company,  some  of  whose  fiictories  have  hitcly  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French;  and 
iiu:reiise  of  English  shipping  and  seamen,  by  gaining  the  fishery  of  Newfoundland ;  and  by 
consequence  diminish  the  mmiber  of  French  aeanien,  and  cut  off  a  great  revenue  from  the 
Frencli  crown. 

"  Secundly,  The  cause  of  the  English  in  New-England,  their  failing  in  the  late  attempt 
upon  Canada,  wns  their  waiting  for  a  supply  of  ammunition  fmm  England  until  August; 
tiieir  long  paaange  up  that  river;  the  cold  season  coming  on,  and  Uie  small-pox  and  fevers 
buing  in  the  army  and  fleet,  so  that  they  could  not  atny  fourteen  days  longer;  in  which  time 
probably  they  might  liave  taken  Quebeck ;  yet,  if  a  few  frigots  be  speedily  sent,  they  doubt 
not  of  an  hiippy  success;  tjie  strength  of  tlie  French  being  small,  and  the  plantei's  desirous 
to  be  under  the  English  government. 

"  Thirty,  Tlie  Jcsuites  endeavour  to  seduce  the  Mnquas,  and  other  Indians  (as  is  by  them 
affirmed),  suggesting  the  greatness  of  King  Lewis,  and  the  inability  of  King  Williiim  to  do 
any  thing  against  the  French  in  those  piiits,  thereby  to  engage  them  in  Uieir  interests:  in 
"  hieh,  if  tJiey  should  succeed,  not  only  New-England,  but  al!  onr  American  pUintations, 
ivould  be  cndangercdbjthe  great  increase  of  shipping,  for  the  French  (built  in  New-England 
at  eaaie  rntts)  to  the  iiifluito  diahonour  and  prejudieo  of  the  English  nation." 

But  now,  for  the  snccess  of  these  applicationa,  I  must  entreat  the  patience 
of  my  reader  to  wait  until  we  have  gone  thro'  a  little  more  of  our  history. 

g  14.  The  Eeverend  Increase  Mather  beholding  his  country  of  New- 
England  in  a  very  deplorable  condition,  under  a  governour  that  acted  by 
an  illegal,  arbitrary,  treasonable  commission,  and  invaded  liberti/  and  pro^- 
erty  after  such  a  manner,  as  that  no  man  could  say  anything  was  his  ou>n, 
be  dill,  with  the  encouragement  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  country, 
but  not  without  much  trouble  and  hazard  unto  his  own  person,  go  over  to 
"Whitehall  in  the  summer  of  the  year  168S,  and  wait  upon  King  James, 
with  a  full  rqyresejilaiion  of  their  miseries.  That  King  did  give  him  liberty 
of  access  unto  him,  whenever  he  desired  it,  and  with  many  (/ood  teords 
promised  hini  to  relieve  the  oppressed  people  in  many  msktnces  that  were 
]jroposcd :  but  when  the  revolution  had  brought  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Orange  to  the  throne,  Mr.  Mather  having  the  honour  divers  times  to  wait 
vijion  the  King,  he  still  prayed  for  no  less  a  favour  to  New-England,  than 
the  fall  restoration  of  their  charter-priviledges :  and  Sir  William  Phips 
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tappening  to  be  then  in  England,  very  generously  joined  with  Mr.  Mather 
in  some  of  those  addresses;  whereto  his  Majesty's  answers  were  always 
very  expressive  of  his  gracious  inclinations.  Mr.  Mather,  herein  assisted 
also  by  the  Bight  Worshipful  Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  a  most  hearty  friend  of 
all  such  good  men  as  those  that  once  filled  New-England,  solicited  the 
leading  men  of  both  houses  in  the  Convention-Parliament,  until  a  bill  for 
the  restoring  of  the  charters  belonging  to  New-England,  was  fully  passed 
by  the  Commons  of  England:  but  that  Parliament  being  prorogued,  and 
then  dissolved,  all  that  Sisyphsean  labour  came  to  nothing.  The  disap- 
pointments which  afterwards  most  wonderfully  blasted  all  the  hopes  of 
the  petitioned  restoration,  obliged  Mr,  Mather,  not  without  the  concurrence 
of  other  agents,  now  also  come  &om  New-England,  unto  that  method  of 
petitioning  the  King  for  a  neio  charter,  that  should  contain  more  than  all  the 
priviledges  of  the  old;  and  Sir  William  Phips,  now  being  again  returned 
into  England,  lent  his  utmost  assistance  hereunto. 

The  King  taking  a  voyage  for  Holland  bbfore  this  petition  was  answered : 
Mr,  Mather,  in  the  meanwhile,  not  only  waited  upon  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council,  offering  them 
a  paper  of  "  reasons  for  the  confirmation  of  the  charter-priviledges  granted 
unto  the  Massachuset-colony ;"  but  also  having  the  honour  to  be  introduced 
unto  the  Queen,  he  assured  her  Majesty  that  there  were  none  in  the  world 
better  affected  unto  their  Majesties'  government  than  the  people  of  New- 
England,  who  had  indeed  been  exposed  unto  great  hardships  for  their 
being  so;  and  entreated  that,  since  the  King  had  referred  the  New -English 
affair  unto  the  two  Lord  Chief  Justices,  with  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General,  there  might  be  granted  unto  us  what  they  thought  was  reasonable. 
Whereto  the  Queen  replied,  that  the  request  was  reasonable :  and  that  she 
had  spoken  divers  times  to  the  King  on  the  behalf  of  New-England;  and 
that  for  her  own  part,  she  desired  that  the  people  there  might  not  meerly 
have  justice,  but  favour  done  to  them.  When  the  King  was  returned, 
Mr.  Mather,  being  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  brought  into  the  King's 
presence  on  April  28,  1691,  humbly  prayed  his  Majesty's  favour  to  New- 
England;  urging,  that  if  their  old  charter-priviledges  might  be  restored 
unto  them,  bis  name  would  be  great  in  those  parts  of  the  world  as  long  as 
the  world  should  stand;  adding, 

"Sir:  Your  subjects  there  have  been  willing  to  venture  their  lives,  that  they  may  enlarge 
your  dominiona;  the  expedition  to  Caiinda  was  a  great  and  noble  ucideitaking. 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty,  in  your  great  wisdom  also  to  consider  the  cireumalances  of 
that  people,  as  in  yotir  wisdom  you  have  considered  the  ciivtumstaiiues  of  England  and  of 
Scotland.  In  New-England  they  differ  from  other  planta^ons;  they  are  called  'Congrega- 
tional' and  'Proabyterian,'  So  that  such  a  governor  will  not  suit  with  the  people  of  New- 
England  as  may  be  very  proper  for  other  English  plantations." 

Two  days  after  this,  the  King,  upon  what  was  proposed  by  certain 
Lords,  was  very  inq^uisitive,  whether  he  might,  without  breach  of  law, 
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set  a  governour  over  New-England;  whereto  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and 
some  others  of  the  council,  answered,  that  whatever  might  be  the  merit 
of  the  cause,  inasmuch  as  the  charter  of  New-Englaad  stood  vacated  by 
a  judgment  against  them,  it  was  in  the  King's  power  to  put  them  under 
what /orm  of  government  he  should  think  best  for  them. 

The  King  then  said,  "  That  he  believed  it  would  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people  in  that  colony,  to  be  under  a  governour  appointed  by  him- 
self: nevertheless,  {because  of  what  Mr.  Mather  bad  spoken  to  him,)  he 
would  have  the  agents  of  New-England  nominate  a  person  that  should  be 
agreeable  unto  the  inclinations  of  the  people  there:  and  notwithstanding 
this  he  would  have  charter-privii edges  restored  and  confirmed  unto  them." 

The  day  following,  the  King  begam  another  voyage  to  Holland;  and 
when  the  attorney  general's  draught  of  a  charter,  according  to  what  he 
took  to  be  his  Majesty's  mind,  as  expressed  in  council,  was  presented  at 
the  council-board,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  some  objections  then  made,  pro- 
cured an  order  to  prepare  minutes  for  another  draught,  which  deprived 
the  New-Englanders  of  several  essential  priviledges  in  their  other  charter, 
Mr.  Mather  put  in  his  objections,  and  vehemently  protested,  that  he  would 
sooner  part  with  his  Ufe  than  consent  unto  those  minutes,  or  anything  else 
that  should  infringe  any  liberty  or  privilege  of  right  belonging  unto  his 
country:  but  he  was  answered,  that  the  agents  of  New-England  were  not 
phnipoteniiaries  from  another  sovereign  state;  and  that  if  they  would  not 
submit  unto  the  King's  pleasure  in  the  settlement  of  the  country,  they 
must  "take  what  would  follow." 

The  dissatisfactory  minutes  were,  by  Mr.  Mather's  industry,  sent  over 
unto  the  King  in  Flanders;  and  the  ministers  of  state  then  with  the  King 
were  earnestly  applied  unto,  that  every  mistake  about  the  good  settlement 
of  New-England  might  be  prevented;  and  the  Queen  her  self,  with  her 
own  royal  hand,  wrote  unto  the  king  that  the  charter  of  New-England 
might  either  pass  as  it  was  drawn  by  the  attorney  general,  or  be  deferred 
until  his  own  return. 

But  after  all,  his  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  received  a  signi- 
fication of  the  King's  pleasure  that  the  charter  of  New-England  should 
run  in  the  main  points  of  it  as  it  was  now  granted:  only  there  were  sev- 
eral important  articles  which  Mr.  Mather  by  his  unwearied  solicitatioa 
obtained  afterwards  to  be  inserted. 

There  were  some  now  of  the  opinion,  that  instead  of  submitting  to  this 
new  settlement,  they  should,  in  hopes  of  getting  a  reversion  of  the  judg- 
ment against  the  old  charter,  declare  to  the  ministers  of  state  that  they 
had  rather  have  no  charter  at  all,  than  such  an  one  as  was  now  proposed 
unto  acceptance.  But  Mr.  Mather  advising  with  many  unprejudiced  per- 
sons, and  men  of  the  greatest  abilities  in  the  kingdom,  noblemen,  gentle- 
men, divines  and  lawyers,  they  all  agreed  that  it  was  not  only  a  lawful, 
but,  all  circumstances  then  considered,  a  needful  thing,  and  a  part  of  duty 
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and  ^visdom  to  accept  what  was  now  offered,  and  that  a  peremptory  refusal 
would  not  only  bring  an  inconveniency,  but  a  fatal  and  perhaps  a  final  ruin 
u])on  tbe  country ;  whereof  mankind  would  lay  the  blame  upon  the  agents. 

It  was  argued,  that  such  a  submission  was  no  surrender  of  any  thing; 
that  the  judgment,  not  in  the  court  of  King's-bench,  but  in  chancery  against 
the  old  oharter,  standing  on  record,  the  patent  was  thereby  annihilated ; 
that  all  attempts  to  have  the  judgment  against  tbe  old  charter  taken  off, 
would  be  altogether  in  vain,  as  men  and  things  were  then  disposed. 

It  was  further  argued,  that  the  ancient  charter  of  New-England  was 
in  the  opinion  of  tbe  lawyers  very  defective,  as  to  several  powers,  which 
yet  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  subsistence  of  the  plantations ;  it  gave 
the  government  there  no  more  power  than  the  corporations  have  in  Eng- 
land; power  in  capital  cases  was  not  therein  particularly  expressed. 

It  mentioned  not  an  hmxse  of  deputies,  or  an  (xssembly  of  representatives; 
the  govemour  and  company  had  thereby  (they  said)  no  power  to  impose 
taxes  on  the  inhabitants  that  were  not  freemen,  or  to  erect  courts  of  admi- 
ralty. Without  such  powers  the  colony  could  not  subsist;  and  yet  the 
best  friends  that  New-England  had  of  persons  most  learned  in  the  law, 
professed,  that  suppose  the  judgment  against  tbe  Massachuset-charter  might 
be  reversed,  yet,  if  they  should  again  exert  such  powers  as  they  did  before 
the  Quo  Warranto  against  their  charter,  a  new  writ  of  Scire  Facias  would 
undoubtedly  be  issued  out  against  them. 

It  was  yet  further  argued,  that  if  an  act  of  parliament  should  have 
reversed  the  judgment  against  the  Massachuset-charter,  without  a  grant  of 
some  other  advantages,  the  whole  territory  had  been,  on  many  accounts, 
very  miserably  incommoded:  the  Province  of  Main,  with  Hampshire, 
would  have  been  taken  from  them ;  and  Plymouth  would  have  been 
annexed  unto  New -York;  so  that  this  colony  would  have  been  squeezed 
into  an  atom,  and  not  only  have  been  rendered  insignificant  in  its  trade, 
but  by  having  its  militia  also,  which  was  vested  in  the  King,  taken  away, 
its  insignificancies  would  have  become  out  of  measure  humbling;  whereas 
now,'instead  of  seeing  any  relief  by  act  of  parliament,  they  would  have 
been  put  under  a  govemour,  with  a  commission,  whereby  ill  men,  and  the 
King's  and  country's  enemies  might  probably  have  crept  into  opportuni- 
ties to  have  done  ten  thousand  ill  things,  and  have  treated  the  best  men 
in  the  land  after  a  very  uncomfortable  manner. 

It  was  lastly  argued,  that  by  the  new  charter  'vsyj  great  privileges  were 
granted  unto  New-England;  and  in  some  respects  greater  than  what  they 
formerly  enjoyed.  The  colony  is  now  made  a  province,  and.  their  general 
court  has,  with  tbe  King's  approbation,  as  much  power  in  New-England, 
as  the  King  and  parliament  have  in  England,  They  have  all  English 
liberties,  and  can  be  touched  by  no  law,  by  no  tax,  but  of  their  own 
making.  All  the  liberties  of  their  holy  religion  are  for  ever  secured,  and 
their  titles  to  their  lands,  once  for  want  of  some  forms  of  legal  convey- 
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ance,  contested,  are  now  coniinncd  unto  them.  ]f  an  ill  governour  slionld 
happen  to  be  imposed  on  them,  what  hurt  could  he  do  to  them?  None, 
except  they  themselves  pleased;  for  he  cannot  make  one  counsellor,  one 
j  adge,  or  one  j  ustice,  or  one  sheriff  to  serve  his  turn :  disadvantages  enough, 
one  would  think,  to  discourage  any  ill  governour  from  desiring  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  those  uneasie  regions.  The  people  have  a  negative  upon  all  the 
executive  part  of  the  civil  government,  as  well  as  the  legislative,  which  ia 
a  vast  priviledge,  enjoyed  by  no  other  plantation  in  America,  nor  by  Ire- 
land— no,  nor  hitherto  by  England  it  self.  Why  should  all  of  this  good 
be  refused  or  despised,  because  of  somewhat  not  so  good  attending  it? 
The  despisers  of  so  much  good  will  certainly  deserve  a  censure,  not  unlike 
that  of  Causabon,  upon  some  who  did  not  value  what  that  learned  man 
counted  bighly  valuable:  Via:  illis  oplari  quidquam  pqus  potest,  quani  ut 
fatuitate  sua  Jruantur :* — Much  good  may  do  them  with  their  madness! 
All  this  being  well  considered,  Sir  William  Phips,  who  had  made  so  many 
addresses  for  the  restoration  of  the  old  charter,  under  which  he  had  seen 
his  country  many  years  flourishing,  will  be  excused  by  all  the  world  from 
any  thing  of  a  fault,  in  a  most  unexpected  passage  of  his  life,  which  ia 
now  to  be  related. 

Sir  Henry  Ashurst  and  Mr,  Mather,  well  knowing  the  agreeable  dispo- 
sition to  do  good,  and  the  King  and  his  country  service,  which  was  in  Sir 
William  Phips,  whom  they  now  had  with  them,  all  this  while  prosecuting 
his  design  for  Canada,  they  did  unto  the  council-board  nominate  him  for 
the  GOVERNOUR  of  New-Englaud.  And  Mr.  Mather  being  by  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham  introduced  unto  his  Majesty,  said: 

"Sir;  I  do,  in  the  behalf  of  New-England,  most  humbly  thank  your  Majesty,  in  that 
you  have  been  pleased  by  a  Charter  to  restore  English  Liberties  unto  tliem,  to  confirm  them 
ill  their  properties,  and  to  grant  them  some  peculiur  priviiedges.  I  doubt  not,  but  that  your 
subjects  therp  will  demean  themselves  with  that  dutifnl  uffection  and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty, 
9S  tliat  you  wi!l  see  cause  to  enlai^  your  royal  favours  towanJs  tliem.  And  I  do  moat 
humbly  thank  your  Majesty  in  that  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  leave  unto  those  that  are 
eoneemed  for  New-England  to  nominate  their  Governour, 

"Sir  William  Phips  has  been  accordingly  nominated  by  ua  at  the  Counoil-Board.  He 
bath  done  a  good  service  for  tiie  crown,  by  enlar^iig  your  dominions,  and  reducing  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  your  obedience.  I  know  that  he  will  faithfully  serve  your  Majesty  to  the  utraoat 
of  his  capacity;  and  if  your  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  confirm  him  in  that  plac*,  it  will  be  a 
further  obligation  on  your  sobjecta  there." 

The  effects  of  all  this  was,  that  Sir  William  Phips  was  now  invested 
with  a  commission  under  the  King's  broad-seal  to  be  captaio- general  and 
governour  in  chief  over  the  province  of  the  Massachuset-bay  in  New-Eng- 
land :  nor  do  I  know  a  person  in  the  world  that  could  have  been  proposed 
more  acceptable  to  the  body  of  the  people  throughout  New-England,  and 
on  that  score  more  likely  and  able  to  serve  the  King's  interests  among  the 
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people  there,  under  the  changes  in  some  things  nnaeepptable,  now  brought 
upon  them.  He  had  been  a  Gideon,  who  had  more  than  once  ventured 
his  life  to  save  his  country  from  their  enemies:  and  they  now,  with  uni- 
versal satisfaction  said,  "Thou  shalt  rule  over  us."  Accordingly,  having 
with  Mr.  Mather  kissed  the  King's  hand  on  January  3d,  1691,  he  hastned 
away  to  his  government;  and  arriving  at  New-England  the  14th  of  May 
following,  attended  with  the  Non-such  frigot,  both  of  them  were  welcomed 
with  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  long  shaken  and  sAaiiere*?  country,  whereto 
they  were  now  returned  with  a  settlement  so  fall  of  happy  priviledges. 

§  15.  When  Titus  Flaminina  had  freed  the  poor  Grecians  from  the 
bondage  which  had  long  oppressed  them,  and  the  herald  proclaimed  among 
them  the  articles  of  their  freedom,  they  cried  out,  "  A  saviour  1  a  saviour!" 
with  such  loud  acclamations,  that  the  very  birds  fell  down  from  heaven 
astonished  at  the  cry.  Truly,  when  Mr.  Mather  brought  with  him  unto 
the  poor  New-Englanders,  not  only  a  charter,  which  though  in  divers 
points  wanting  what  both  /te  and  they  had  wished  for,  yet  for  ever  delivers 
them  from  oppressions  on  their  Christian  and  English  liberties,  or  their 
ancient  possessions,  wherein  ruining  vxrits  ofintrusicm  had  begun  to  invatle 
them  all,  but  also  a  govkrnouk  who  might  call  New-England  his  own 
country,  and  who  was  above  most  men  in  it,  full  of  affection  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  country;  the  sensible  part  of  the  people  then  caused  the  sence 
of  the  salvations  thus  brought  them  to  reach  as  far  as  heaven  it  self.  The 
various  little  humours  then  working  among  the  people,  did  not  hinder 
the  great  and  general  court  of  the  province  to  appoint  a  day  of  solemn 
THAKKSGiyiNG  to  Almighty  God,  for  "granting"  (as  the  printed  order 
expressed  it)  "a  safe  arrival  to  his  Excellency  our  Governour,  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Increase  Mather,  who  have  industriously  endeavoured  the 
service  of  this  people,  and  have  brought  over  with  them  a  settlement  of 
government,  in  which  their  Majesties  have  graciously  given  us  distinguish- 
ing marks  of  their  royal  fevour  and  goodness." 

And  as  the  obliged  people  thus  gave  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven,  so 
they  sent  an  address  of  thanks  unto  their  Majesties,  with  other  letters  of 
Oiar^  unto  some  chief  ministers  of  state,  for  the  favourable  aspect  herein 
cast  upon  the  province. 

Nor  were  the  people  mistaken,  when  they  promised  themselves  all  the 
kindness  imaginable  from  this  governour,  and  expected,  "  under  his  shadow 
we  shall  live  eaaie  among  the  heathen:"  why  might  they  not  look  for  lial- 
cyon-days,  when  they  had  such  a  Kkufs-jisher  for  their  governour? 

Governour  Phips  had,  as  every  raised  and  useful  person  must  have,  hia 
envious  enemies;  but  the  palest  envy  of  them  who  turned  their  worst  enmity 
upon  him,  could  not  hinder  them  from  confessing,  "That,  according  to  the 
best  of  his  apprehension,  he  ever  sought  the  good  of  his  country:"  his 
country  quickly  felt  this  on  innumerable  occasions;  and  they  had  it  emi- 
nently demonstrated,  as  well  in  his  promoting  and  approving  the  council's 
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ctoice  of  good  jadges,  justices  and  sheriffs,  which,  being  once  established, 
no  successor  could  remove  them,  as  in  his  urging  the  general  assembly  to 
make  tliemselv€s  happy  by  preparing  a  body  of  good  laws  as  fast  as  tliey 
could,  which  being  passed  by  him  in  hia  time,  could  not  be  nulled  by  any 
other  after  him. 

He  would  often  speak  to  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  aucli 
terms  as  these:  "Gentlemen,  you  may  make  your  selves  as  easie  as  you 
will  for  ever;  consider  what  may  have  any  tendeacy  to  your  welfare;  and 
you  may  be  sure,  that  whatever  bills  you  offer  to  me,  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  interest  of  the  Crown,  I'll  pass  them  readily;  I  do  but  seek 
opportunities  to  serve  you:  had  it  not  been  for  the  sake  of  this  thing,  I 
had  never  accepted  the  government  of  this  province;  and  whenever  you 
have  settled  such  a  body  of  good  laws,  that  no  person  coming  after  me 
may  make  you  uueasie,  I  shall  desire  not  one  day  longer  to  continue  in 
the  government."— Accordingly  he  ever  passed  every  act  for  the  welfare 
of  the  province  proposed  unto  him ;  and  instead  of  ever  putting  them  upoii 
buying  hia  assent  unto  any  good  act,  he  was  much  forwarder  to  give  it, 
than  they  were  to  ask  it;  nor  indeed  had  the  hunger  of  a  salm-y  any  such 
impression  upon  him  as  to  make  him  decline  doing  all  possible  service  for 
the  publick,  while  he  was  not  sure  of  having  any  proportionable  or  hon- 
ourable acknowledgments. 

But  yet  he  minded  the  preservation  of  the  King's  rights  with  as  careful 
and  faithful  a  zeal  as  became  a  good  steward  for  the  crown;  and,  indeed, 
he  studied  nothing  more  than  to  observe  such  a  temper  in  all  things  as 
to  extinguish  what  others  have  gone  to  distinguish — even  the  pernicious 
notion  of  a  separate  interest.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Roman  empire 
was  infested  with  a  vast  number  of  governours,  who  were  infamous  for 
infinite  avarice  and  villany ;  and,  referring  to  this  time,  the  apostle  John 
bad  a  vision  of  "  people  killed  with  the  beasts  of  the  earth." 

But  Sir  William  Phips  was  none  of  those  governours ;  wonderfully  con- 
trary to  this  wretchedness  was  the  happiness  of  New-England,  when  they 
had  Govemour  Phips,  using  the  tenderness  of  a  father  towards  the  people; 
and  being  of  the  opinion,  Ditare  magis  esse  Begiwm  quam  Ditescere,*  that  it 
was  a  braver  thing  to  enrich  the  people,  than  to  grow  rich  himself.  A 
father,  I  said;  and  what  if  I  had  said  an  angel  too?  If  I  should  from 
Clemens  Alesandrinus,  from  Theodoret,  and  from  Jerom,  and  others 
among  the  ancients,  as  well  as  from  Calvin,  and  Bucan,  and  Peter  Martyr, 
and  Cheranitius,  and  Bullinger,  and  a  thousand  more  among  the  moderns, 
bring  authorities  for  the  assertion,  "That  each  country  and  province  is 
under  the  special  care  of  some  angel,  by  a  singular  deputation  of  heaven 
assigned  thereunto; "  I  could  back  them  with  a  far  greater  authority  than 
any  of  them  all.  The  Scripture  it  self  does  plainly  assert  it:  and  hence 
the  most  learned  Grotius,  writing  of  commonwealths,  has  a  passage  to  this 

•  II  iB  more  ttiilj'  princely  to  enrich  Ibaa  lo  be  entioJied. 
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purpose:  His  singulis,  suos  Attribtiios,  esse  Angehs,  ex  Danieie,  magna  con' 
aerisu,  et  Jtidcei  et  Chriatiani  veteres  coUigebant.* 

But  New-England  had  now,  besides  the  gtiardian-angel  who  more  invis- 
ibly intended  its  welfare,  a  govemour  that  became  wondeifully  agreeable 
thereunto,  by  his  whole  imitation  of  such  a  guardian-angel.  He  employed 
his  whole  strength  to  guard  his  people  from  all  disasters  which  threatned 
them  either  by  sea  or  land ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  nothing  remarkably 
disastrous  did  befal  that  people  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  to  the  govern- 
ment, until  there  arrived  an  order  fop  his  leaving  it:  (except  one  thing 
which  was  begun  before  he  entred  upon  the  government:)but  instead 
thereof,  the  Indians  were  notably  defeated  in  the  assaults  which  they  now 
made  upon  the  English,  and  several  French  ships  did  also  very  advan- 
tageously fall  into  hia  hands;  yea,  there  was  by  his  means  a  peace  restored 
unto  the  province,  that  had  been  divers  years  languishing  under  the  hectic 
feaver  of  a  lingring  war. 

And  there  was  this  one  thing  more  that  rendred  his  government  the 
more  desirable:  that  whereas  'tis  impossible  for  a  meer  man  to  govern 
without  some  error,  whenever  this  govemour  was  advised  of  any  error  in 
any  of  his  administrations,  he  would  immediately  retract  it,  and  revoke  it 
with  all  possible  ingenuity ;  so  that  if  any  occasion  of  just  complaint  arose, 
it  was  usually  his  endeavour  that  it  should  not  long  be  complained  of. 

—0,  falicea  nimiuia.  sua  si  Bona,  norint,  Woii-Jned'.t— 

But  having,  in  s. parerdhesis,  newly  intimated  that  his  Excellency,  when 
he  entered  on  his  government,  found  one  thing  that  was  remarkably  dis- 
astrous begun  upon  it;  of  that  one  thing  we  will  now  give  some  account 

Reader,  prepare  to  be  entertained  with  as  prodigious  matters  as  can  be 
put  into  any  history  1  And  let  him  that  writes  the  next  Thawmatographia 
Pneumatica^^  allow  to  these  prodigies  the  chief  place  among  the  wonders. 

§  16.  About  the  time  of  our  blessed  Lord's  coming  to  reside  on  earth, 
we  read  of  so  many  "possessed  with  devUa,"  that  it  is  commonly  thought 
the  nuriAer  of  such  miserable  energumens  was  then  ehcreased  above  what 
has  been  usual  in  other  ages;  and  the  reason  of  that  increase  has  been 
made  a  matter  of  some  enquiry.  Now,  though  the  devils  might  herein 
design  by  preternatural  operations  to  blast  the  -miracles  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  point  they  gained  among  the  blasphemous  Pharisees ;  and 
the  devils  might  herein  also  design  a  villanoua  imitation  of  what  was  com- 
ing to  pass  in  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wherein  God  came 
to  dwell  in  flesh;  yet  I  am  not  without  suspicion,  that  there  may  be  some- 
thing further  in  the  conjecture  of  the  learned  Bartholinua  hereupon,  who 
says,  It  was  Quod  jud<ei  prwter  modum,  Artihus  Magicis  dediti  Dmmonem, 


.KubyGe>ogIe 


OK,    THE    HISTORY    OF    N  EW-ES  G  L  AND.  205 

Advotaverint — the  Jews,  by  tlie  freq^nent  use  of  matjical  tricks,  called  in  the 
devils  among  them. 

It  is  very  certain,  there  were  hardly  any  people  in  the  world  grown 
more  fond  of  sorceries  than  that  unhappy  people:  the  Talmuds  tell  us  of 
the  little  parchments  with  words  upon  them,  which  were  their  common 
amulets,  and  of  the  diarms  which  they  muttered  over  wounds,  and  of  the 
various  enchantments  which  thej  used  agaiast  all  sorts  of  disasters  whatso- 
ever. It  is  affirmed  in  the  Talmuds,  that  no  less  than  twenty-foar  scholars 
in  one  school  were  killed  by  vdtchcraft;  and  that  no  less  than  fourscore 
persons  were  hanged  for  witchcraft  by  one  judge  in  one  day.  The  gloss 
adds  upon  it,  "That  the  women  of  Israel  had  generally  fallen  to  the  prac- 
tice of  witchcrafts;"  and  therefore  it  was  required,  that  there  should  be 
still  chosen  into  the  council  one  skilful .  in  the  arts  of  sorcerers,  and  able 
thereby  to  discover  who  might  be  guilty  of  those  black  arts  among  such 
as  were  accused  before  them. 

Now,  the  arrival  of  Sir  "William  Phips  to  the  government  of  New-Eng- 
land, was  at  a  time  when  a  governour  would  have  had  occasion  for  all 
the  skill  in  sorcery  fbat  was  ever  necessary  to  a  Jewish  Counsellor;  a 
time  when  scores  of  poor  people  had  newly  fallen  under  a  prodigious 
possession  of  devils,  which  it  was  then  generally  thought  had  been  by 
witchcrafts  introduced.  It  is  to  be  confessed  and  bewailed,  that  many 
inhabitants  of  New-England,  and  young  people  especially,  had  been  led 
away  with  little  sorceries,  wherein  they  "did  secretly  those  things  that 
were  not  right  against  the  Lord  their  God;"  they  would  often  cure  hurts 
with  spells,  and  practice  detestable  conjurations  with  sieves,  and  ket/s,  and 
pease,  and  nails,  and  horse-shoes,  and  other  implements,  to  learn  the  things 
for  which  they  had  a  forbidden  and  impious  curiosity.  Wretched  books 
had  stoln  into  the  land,  wherein  fools  were  instructed  how  to  become  able 
fortune-tellers:  among  which,  I  wonder  that  a  blacker  brand  is  not  set  upon 
that  fortune-telling  wheel,  which  that  sham-scribler  that  goes  under  the 
letters  of  S.  B.  has  promised  in  his  '^Delights  for  the  Ingenious,"  as  an 
honest  and  pleasant  recreation:  and  by  these  books,  the  minds  of  many  had 
been  so  poisoned,  that  they  studied  this  finer  witc/tcrafi;  until  'tis  well  if 
some  of  them  were  not  betrayed  into  what  is  grosser,  and  more  sensible 
and  capital.  Although  these  diabolical  divinations  are  more  ordinarily 
committed  perhaps  all  over  the  whole  world,  than  they  are  in  the  country 
of  New-England,  yet,  that  being  a  country  devoted  unto  the  worship  and 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  above  the  rest  of  the  world,  he  signalized 
his  vengeance  against  these  wickednesses,  with  such  extraordinary  dispen- 
sations as  have  not  been  often  seen  in  other  places. 

The  devils  which  had  been  so  played  withal,  and,  it  may  be,  by  some 
few  criminals  more  explicitly  engaged  and  imployed,  now  broke  in  upon 
the  country,  after  as  astonishing  a  manner  as  was  ever  heard  of.  Some 
scores  of  people,  first  about  Salem,  the  centre  and  first-born  of  all  the 
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towns  iQ  the  colony,  and  afterwards  in  several  other  places,  were  arrested 
■with  many  preternatwraX  vexations  upon  their  hodies,  and  a  variety  of  cruel 
torments,  which  were  evidently  inflicted  from  the  dtpmons  of  the  invisible 
world.  The  people  that  were  infected  and  infeated  with  such  daamons,  in 
a  few  days'  time  arrived  unto  such  a  refining  alteration  upon  their  eyes, 
that  they  could  see  their  torinentors:  they  saw  a  devil  of  a  little  stahtre, 
and  of  a  tawny  colour,  attended  still  with  spectres  that  appeared  in  more 
humane  circumstances. 

These-  tormentors  tendred  unto  the  afflicted  a  hook,  requiring  them  to  sign 
it,  or  to  touch  it  at  least,  in  token  of  their  consenting  to  he  listed  in  the 
service  of  the  devil;  which  they  refusing  to  do,  the  spectres  under  the 
command  of  that  bhckman,  as  they  called  him,  would  apply  themselves  to 
torture  them  with  prodigious  molestations. 

The  afSicted  wretches  were  horribly  distorted  and  comnched;  they  were 
pinched  black  and  blue:  pins  would  be  run  every  where  in  their  flesh; 
they  would  be  scalded  until  they  had  blisters  raised  on  them ;  and  a  thou- 
sand other  things  before  hundreds  of  witnesses  were  done  unto  them, 
evidently  preternatural:  for  if  it  were  preternatural  to  keep  a  rigid  fast  for 
nine,  yea,  for  Jijieen  days  together;  or  if  it  were  preternatural  to  have  one's 
hands  /n/ed  close  together  with  a  rcpe  to  be  plainly  seen,  and  then  by  unseen 
Mnds  presently  pulled  up  a  great  way  from  the  earth  before  a  croud  of 
people;  such  preternatural  things  were  endured  by  them. 

But  of  all  the  preternatural  things  which  befel  these  people,  there  were 
none  more  unaccountable  than  those  wherein  the  prestigious  diemons  \;'ould 
ever  now  and  then  cover  the  most  corporeal  things  in  the  world  with  a 
fascinating  mist  of  invidhility.  As  now;  a  person  was  cruelly  assaulted 
by  a  spectre,  that,  she  said,  run  at  her  with  a  spindle,  though  no  body  else 
in  the  room  could  see  either  the  spectre  or  the  spindle;  at  last,  in  her  ago- 
nies, giving  a  snatch  at  the  spectre,  she  pulled  the  spindle  away;  and  it 
was  no  sooner  got  into  her  hand,  but  the  other  folks  then  present  beheld 
that  it  was  indeed  a  real,  proper,  iron  spindle;  which,  when  they  locked 
up  very  safe,  it  was  nevertheless  by  the  d/:mions  taken  away  to  do  farther 


Again,  a  person  was  haunted  by  a  most  abusive  spectre,  which  came  to 
her,  she  said,  with  a  sheet  about  her,  though  seen  to  none  but  her  self. 
After  she  had  undergone  a  deal  of  teaze  from  the  annoyaace  of  the  spectre, 
she  gave  a  violent  snatch  at  the  sheet  that  was  upon  it;  where-from  she 
tore  a  corner,  which  in  her  hand  immediately  was  beheld  by  all  that  were 
present,  a  palpable  corner  of  a  sheet :  and  her  fether,  which  was  now  hold- 
ing of  her,  catched,  that  he  might  ieep  what  his  daughter  had  so  strangely 
seized;  but  the  spectre  had  like  to  have  wrung  his  hand  off,  by  endeav- 
ouring to  wrest  it  from  him;  however,  he  still  held  it,  and  several  times 
this  odd  accident  was  renewed  in  the  fiimily.  There  wanted  not  the  oaths 
of  good  credible  people  to  these  particulars. 


idtyGoogle 


OE,    THE    HISTORY    OF    HEW-ENGLAND.  207 

Also,  it  is  well  known,  that  tliese  wicked  spectres  did  proceed  so  far  as 
to  steal  several  q^uantities  of  money  from  divers  people,  part  of  which 
individual  money  was  dropt  sometimes  oiit  of  the  air,  before  sufficient 
spectators,  into  the  hands  of  the  afflicted,  while  the  spectres  were  urging 
them  to  subscrihe  their  covenant  unth  deatA.  Moreover,  poisons  to  the 
standers-hy,  whoUy  invisibly,  were  sometimes  forced  npon  the  afflicted; 
which  when  they  have  with  much  reluctancy  swallowed,  they  have  swoln 
presently,  so  that  the  common  medicines  for  poisons  have  been  found 
necessary  to  relieve  them:  yea,  sometimes  the  spectres,  in  the  struggles, 
have  so  dropt  the  poisons,  that  the  standers-by  have  smelt  them,  and 
viewed  them,  and  beheld  the  pillows  of  the  miserable  stained  with  them. 

Yet  more:  the  miserable  have  complained  bitterly  of  burning  rags  run 
into  their  forceably  distended  mouths;  and  though  nobody  could  see  any 
such  clothes,  or  indeed  any  fires  in  the  chambers,  yet  presently  the  scalds 
were  seen  plainly  by  every  body  on  the  mouths  of  the  complainers,  and 
not  only  the  smell,  but  the  smoke  of  the  burning  sensibly  filled  the  chambers. 

Once  more:  the  miserable  exclaimed  extreamly  of  branding  irons  heat- 
ing at  the  fire  on  the  hearth  to  mark  them.  'Now,  though  the  standers-by 
could  see  no  irons,  yet  they  could  see  distinctly  the  print  of  them  in  the 
ashes,  and  sm^U  them  too  as  they  were  carried  by  the  not-seen  furies  unto 
the  poor  creatures  for  whom  they  were  intended;  and  those  poor  creatures 
were  thereupon  so  stigmatized  with  them,  that  they  will  bear  the  marks 
of  them  to  their  dying  day.  Nor  are  these  the  tenth  part  of  the  prodigies 
that  fdl  out  among  the  inhabitants  of  New-England. 

Flashy  people  may  burlesque  these  things,  but  when  hundreds  of  the 
most  sober  people  in  a  country  where  they  have  as  much  moHier-wit  cer- 
tainly as  the  rest  of  mankind,  know  them  to  be  trve,  nothing  but  the 
absurd  and  froward  spirit  of  Sadducism  can  question  them.  I  have  not 
yet  mentioned  so  much  as  one  thing  that  will  not  be  justified,  if  it  be 
required  by  the  oaths  of  more  considerate  persons  than  any  that  can  ridi- 
cule these  odd  phcenomena. 

Butthe  worst  part  of  this  astonishing  tragedy  is  yet  behind;  wherein  Sir 
"William  Phips,  at  last  being  dropt,  as  it  were  from  the  machin  of  heaven, 
was  an  instrument  of  easing  the  distresses  of  the  land,  now  "so  darkened 
by  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  There  were  very  worthy  men  upon 
the  spot  where  the  assault  from  hell  was  first  made,  who  apprehended 
themselves  called  from  the  God  of  heaven  to  sift  the  business  unto  the 
bottom  of  it;  and,  indeed,  the  continual  impressions,  which  the  outcries 
and  the  havocks  of  the  afflicted  people  that  lived  nigh  unto  them  caused  on 
their  minds,  gave  no  little  edge  to  this  apprehension. 

The  persons  were  men  eminent  for  wisdom  and  virtue,  and  they  went 
about  their  enquiry  into  the  matter,  as  driven  unto  it  by  a  conscience  of 
duty  to  God  and  the  world.  They  did  in  the  first  place  take  it  for  granted 
that  there  are  wilches,  or  wicked  children  of  men,  who  upon  coverianting 
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with,  and  commissionvng  of  evil  spirits,  are  attended  by  their  ministry  to 
accomplish  the  things  desired  of  them:  to  satisfle  them  in  which  per- 
Bwasion,  they  had  not  only  the  assertiojis  of  the  holy  Scriptures- — assertions 
which  the  witch-advocates  cannot  evade  without  shifts,  too  foolish  for  the 
prudent,  or  too  profane  for  any  honest  man  to  use — and  they  had  not  only 
the  well-attested  relations  of  the  gravest  authors,  from  Bodin  to  Bovet,  and 
from  Binsfieid  to  Bromba!  and  Baxter — to  deny  all  which,  would  be  as 
reasonable  as  to  turn  the  chronicles  of  all  nations  into  romances  of  "Don 
Quixote"  and  the  "Saien  Champions ;"  but  they  had  also  an  ocvlar  demon- 
stration in  one  who,  a  little  before,  had  been  execated  for  witchcraft,  when 
Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  was  the  chief-judge.  There  was  one  whose  magical 
images  were  found,  and  who,  confessing  her  deeds,  (when  a  jury  of  doctors 
returned  her  compos  mentis)  actually  shewed  the  whole  court  by  what  cea-- 
emonies  used  unto  them  she  directed  hev  familiar  spirits  how  and  where  to 
cruciate  the  objects  of  her  malice;  and  the  experiment  being  made  over 
and  over  again  before  the  whole  court,  the  effect  followed  exactly  in  the 
hurts  done  to  the  people  at  a  distance  from  her.  The  existence  of  such 
witches  was  now  taken  for  granted  by  those  good  men,  wherein  so  far  the 
generality  of  reasonable  men  have  thought  tJtey  ran  well;  and  they  soon 
received  the  confessions  of  some  accused  persons  to  confirm  them  in  it:  but 
then  they  took  one  thing  more  for  granted,  wherein  'tis  now  as  generally 
thought  they  went  out  of  the  way.  The  afflicted  people  vehemently  accused 
several  persons  in  several  places  that  the  spectres  which  afflicted  them, 
did  exactly  resemble  them ;  until  the  importunity  of  the  accusations  did 
provoke  the  magistrates  to  examine  them.  When  many  of  the  accused 
came  upon  their  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  divmuiis  then  a  thou- 
sand ways  abusing  of  the  poor  afflicted  people,  ha-l  with  a  marvellous 
exactness  represented  them;  yea,  it  was  found,  that  many  of  the  accused, 
but  casting  their  eye  on  the  afflicted,  the  afflicted,  though  their  faces  were 
never  so  much  another  way,  would  fall  down  and  lye  in  a  sort  of  a  swoon, 
wherein  they  would  continue,  whatever  hands  were  laid  upon  them,  until 
the  hands  of  the  accused  came  to  touch  them,  and  then  they  would  revive 
immediately;  and  it  was  found,  that  various  kinds  oinatural  actions,  done 
by  many  of  the  accused  in  or  to  their  own  bodies,  as  leaning,  bending, 
turning  awry,  or  squeezing  their  hands,  or  the  like,  were  presently 
attended  with  the  like  things  jtrelematurallp  done  upon  the  bodies  of  the 
afflicted,  though  they  were  so  far  asunder,  that  the  afflicted  could  not  at  all 
observe  the  accused. 

It  was  also  found,  that  the  flesh  of  the  afflicted  was  often  hitten  at  such 
a  rate,  that  not  only  the  print  of  teeth  would  be  left  on  their  flesh,  but  the 
very  slaver  of  spittle  too;  and  there  would  appear  just  such  a  set  of  teeth  as 
was  in  the  accused,  even  such  as  might  be  clearly  distinguished  from  other 
peoples.  And  usually  the  afflicted  went  through  a  terrible  deal  of  seem- 
ing difficulties  from  the  tormenting  spectres,  and  must  be  long  waited  on 
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before  they  could  get  a  breathing  space  from  their  tx>rrnents  to  give  in  their 
testimonies. 

Now,  many  good  men  took  up  an  opinion,  that  the  providence  of  God 
would  not  permit  an  innocent  person  to  come  under  auoh  a  spectral  repre- 
sentation; and  that  a  concurrence  of  so  many  circumstances  would  prove 
an  accused  person  to  be  in  a  confederacy  with  the  daemons  thus  afflicting 
of  the  neighbours;  they  judged  that,  except  th^e  things  might  amount 
unto  a  conviction,  it  would  scarce  be  possible  ever  to  convict  a  witch:  and 
they  had  some  •philos<ypliical  schemes  of  witdicrqft,  and  of  the  method  and 
manner  wherein  magical  poisons  operate,  which  further  supported  them  in 
their  opinion. 

Sundry  of  the  accused  persons  were  brought  unto  their  tnal,  while  this 
opinion  was  yet  prevailing  in  the  minds  of  the  judges  and  the  juries,  and 
perhaps  the  most  of  the  people  in  the  country,  then  mostly  suffering ;  and 
though  against  some  of  them  that  were  tried  there  came  in  so  much  otiier 
evidence  of  their  diabolical  compacts,  that  some  of  the  most  Judicious,  and 
yet  vehement  opposers  of  the  notions  then  in  vogue,  publiclily  declared, 
"Had  they  themselves  been  on  the  bench,  they  could  not  have  acquitted 
them;"  nevertheless,  divers  were  condemned,  against  whom  the  dtief 
evidence  was  founded  in  the  spectral  exkibiUone. 

And  it  happening  that  some  of  the  accused  coming  to  confess  them- 
selves guilty,  their  shapes  were  no  more  seen  by  any  of  the  afflicted,  though 
the  confession  had  been  kept  never  so  secret,  but  instead  thereof  the 
accused  themselves  became  in  all  vexations  just  like  the  afflicted;  this  yet 
more  confirmed  many  in  the  opinion  that  had  been  taken  up. 

And  another  thing  that  quickened  them  yet  more  to  act  upon  it^  was, 
that  the  afflicted  were  frequently  entertained  with  apparitions  of  ghoste  at 
the  same  time  that  the  spectres  of  the  supposed  witches  troubled  them; 
which  ghosts  always  east  the  beholders  into  far  more  consternation  than 
any  of  the  spectres;  and  when  they  exhibited  themselves,  they  cried  out 
of  being  murde^-ed  by  the  witchcrafts,  or  other  violences  of  the  persons 
represented  in  the  spectres.  Once  or  twice  these  apparitions  were  seen  by 
others  at  the  very  same  time  that  they  shewed  themselves  to  the  afflicted ; 
and  seldom  were  they  seen  at  all  but  when  something  unusual  and  auspi- 
cious had  attended  the  death  of  the  party  thus  appearing. 

The  afflicted  people  many  times  had  never  heard  any  thing  before  of 
the  persons  appearing  in  ghost,  or  the  persons  accused  by  the  apparitions; 
and  yet  the  accused  upon  examination  have  confessed  the  murders  of  those 
very  persons,  though  these  accused  also  knew  nothing  of  the  apparitions 
that  had  come  in  against  them;  and  the  afflicted  persons  likewise,  mthout 
any  private  agreement  or  collusion,  when  successively  brought  into  a  room, 
have  all  asserted  the  same  apparitions  to  be  there  before  them:  these 
murders  did  seem  to  call  for  an  enquiry. 

On  the  other  part,  there  were  many  persons  of  great  judgment,  piety 
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and  experience,  who  from  tlie  beginning  were  very  much  dissatisfied  at 
these  proceedings;  they  feared  lest  the  devil  would  get  so  far  into  the  faith 
of  the  people,  that  for  the  sake  of  many  ti-ut/is  which  they  might  find  him 
telling  of  them,  they  would  come  at  length  to  believe  all  his  lies;  where- 
upon what  a  desolation  of  names — yea,  and  of  lives  also — -would  ensue,  a 
man  might,  without  much  witehcraft,  be  able  to  prognosticate;  and  they 
feared,  lest  in  such  an  extraordinary  descent  of  wicked  spirits  from  their 
high  places  upon  us,  there  might  such  principles  be  taken  up,  as,  when  put 
into  practice,  would  unavoidably  cause  the  righteous  to  perish  with  Hie  wicked, 
and  procure  the  blood-shed  of  persons  like  the  Gibeonitea,  whom  some 
learned  men  suppose  to  be  under  a  false  pretence  of  witchcraft,  by  Saul 
exterminated. 

However  uncommon  it  might  be  for  guiltless  persons  to  come  under  such 
unaccountable  circumstances,  as  were  on  so  many  of  the  accused,  they 
held  "some  things  there  are,  which,  if  suffered  to  be  common,  would  sub- 
vert government,  and  disband  and  ruin  humane  society,  yet  God  sometimes 
may  suffer  such  things  to  evene,  that  we  may  know  thereby  how  much  we 
are  beholden  to  him  for  that  restraint  which  he  lays  upon  the  infernal 
spirits,  who  would  else  reduce  a  world  into  a  chaos."  They  had  already 
known  of  one  at  tlie  town  of  Grroton  hideously  agitated  by  demU,  who  in 
her  fits  cried  out  much  against  a  very  godly  woman  in  the  town,  and  when 
that  woman  approached  unto  her,  though  the  eyes  of  the  creature  were 
never  so  shut,  she  yet  manifested  a  violent  sense  of  her  approach :  but 
when  the  gracious  woman  thus  impeached,  had  prayed  earnestly  with  and 
for  this  creature,  then,  instead  of  crying  out  against  her  any  more,  she 
owned,  that  she  had  in  all  been  deluded  by  the  devil.  They  now  saw,  that 
the  more  the  affihted  were  hearkened  unto,  the  more  the  number  of  the 
occitsa?  encreased ;  until  at  last  many  scores  were  cried  out  upon,  and  among 
them,  some  who,  by  the  unblameableness — yea,  and  serviceableness — of 
their  whole  conversation,  had  obtained  the  just  reputation  of  good  j>eoph 
among  all  that  were  acquainted  with  them.  The  character  of  the  aiflicted 
likewise  added  unto  tlie  common  distaste;  for  though  some  of  Ihem  too 
were  good  people,  yet  others  of  them,  and  such  of  them  as  were  most 
flippent  at  accusing,  had  a  far  other, character. 

In  fine,  the  country  was  in  a  dreadful  ferment,  and  wise  men  foresaw  a 
long  train  of  dismal  and  bloody  consequences.  Hereupon  they  first 
advised  that  the  afilicted  might  be  kept  asunder  in  the  closest  privacy; 
and  one  particular  person,  (whom  I  have  cause  to  know,)  in  pursuance  of 
this  advice,  offered  himself  singly  to  provide  accommodations  for  any  six  of 
them,  that  so  the  success  of  more  than  ordinary  prayer  with  fasting  might, 
with  patience,  be  experienced,  before  any  other  courses  were  taken. 

And  Sir  William  Phips  arriving  to  his  government,  after  this  ensnaring 
horrible  storm  was  begun,  did  consult  the  neighbouring  ministers  of  the 
province,  who  made  unto  his  Excellency  and  the  council  a  return,  (drawn 
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Tip  at  their  desire  by  Mr.  Mather  the  younger,  as  I  have  heeii  informed) 
wherein  they  declared: 

"We  judge,  that  in  the  proseuution  of  these  and  all  such  itnldicrafis,  there  is  need  of  a 
very  uritical  and  exquisite  caution;  lest  by  too  much  credulity  for  things  received  only  upon 
the  devil's  avilwrUy,  there  be  a  door  opened  for  a  long  train  of  miserable  consequences,  and 
Satan  get  on  advantage  over  us ;  for  we  sliculd  not  be  ignorant  of  hia  devices. 

"As  in  complaints  upon  lOTftAcra/ls,  there  may  he  matters  of  en^iiry,  whiuhdonotaraouiit 
Onto  matters  of  presumption.;  and  there  may  be  matters  of  presumption,  which  yet  may  not 
he  reckoned  matters  of  conuiciion;  so  'tis  neueaaaiy  that  all  proceedings  thereabout  be  ninii- 
aged  with  an  exceeding  tenderness  towards  those  that  may  he  complained  of:  especially  if 
they  have  been  peraona  formerly  of  an  unblemished  reputa^on. 

"When  the  _^rs(  enquiry  is  made  into  the  circumstances  of  such  as  may  lye  under  any  just 
Buspiuion  of  vnlclicrafts,  we  could  wish  that  there  nrny  he  admitted  aa  little  aa  is  possible  of 
Huch  noise,  company,  and  openness  as  may  too  hastily  expose  them  that  are  examined ;  and 
that  there  may  nothing  bo  used  as  a  test  for  the  trial  of  the  suspected,  the  lawfulness  whereof 
may  be  doubted  among  the  people  of  God:  hut  that  the  directions  ^ven  by  such  judicious 
wiiters  as  Perkins  and  Bernard,  be  consulted  in  such  a  case. 

"  Presumptions,  whereupon  persons  may  be  committed,  and  much  more  convictions,  where- 
upon persons  may  be  condemned  as  guilty  of  witchcrafts,  ought  ceitainly  to  bo  more  consider- 
able, than  barely  the  accused  person's  being  represented  by  a  spectre  to  the  afflicted:  inasmuch 
as  it  is  an  undoubted  and  a  notorious  thing,  that  a  dtemon  may,  by  God's  permission,  appear 
oven  to  ill  purposes  in  the  shape  of  an  innocent,  yea,  and  a  virtmtus  man :  nor  can  we  esteem 
aUeralions  made  in  the  sufferers,  by  a  hok  or  touch  of  the  accused,  fo  be  an  infallible  evidence 
of  guilt:  but  frequently  hable  to  be  abused  by  the  dedFs  legerdemains. 

"We  know  not  whether  some  remarkolile  affronts  given  to  the  deoils,  by  our  dis-believing 
of  those  testjmonies  whose  whole  force  and  strength  is  from  them  alone,  muy  not  put  a  period 
unto  Uie  progress  of  a  direful  calamity  begun  upon  us,  in  the  accusalion  of  so  many  persons, 
whereof,  we  hope,  some  are  yet  dear  from  the  great  transgression  laid  unto  their  chai'gc" 

The  ministers  of  the  province  also  being  jealous  lest  this  counsel  should 
not  be  duly  foJlowed,  requested  the  President  of  Harvard-OoUedge  to 
compose  and  publish  (which  he  did)  some  cases  of  conscience  referring  to 
these  difficulties:  in  which  treatise  he  did,  with  demonstrations  of  incom- 
parable reason  and  reading,  evince  it,  that  Satan  may  appear  in  the  shape 
of  an  innocent  and  a  virtuous  person,  to  afflict  those  that  suffer  by  the 
diabolical  molestations:  and  that  the  ordeal  of  the  sight,  and  the  touch,  is  not 
a  conviction  of  a  covenant  with  the  devil,  but  liable  to  great  exceptiona 
against  the  latofidness,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  it :  and  that  either  a  free 
and  fair  confession  of  the  criminals,  or  the  oath  of  tvi-o  credible  persons 
proving  such  things  against  the  person  accused,  as  none  but  such  as  have 
a  familiarity  with  the  devil  can  know,  or  do,  is  necessary  to  the  proof  of 
the  crime.     Thus, 


The  Dutch  and  French  ministers  in  the  province  of  New- York,  having 
hlcewise  about  the  same  time  their  judgment  asked  by  the  Chief  Judge  of 
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that  province,  who  was  then  a  gentleman  of  New-England,  tcey  gave  it 
in  under  their  hands,  that  if  we  believe  no  venefick  vnichcraft,  we  mnat 
renounce  the  Scripture  of  God,  and  the  consent  of  almost  all  the  world; 
but  that  yet  the  apparition  of  a  person  afflicting  another,  is  a  very  itiauffi- 
cient  proof  of  a  witch;  nor  is  it  inconsistent  with  the  holy  and  righteous 
government  of  God  over  men,  to  permit  the  affliction  of  the  neighbours, 
by  devils  in  the  shape  of  good  men;  and  that  a  good  name,  obtained  by  a 
ffood  life,  should  not  he  lost  by  meer  spectral  accusations. 

Now,  upon  a  deliberate  review  of  these  things,  his  Excellency  first 
retrieved,  and  then  pardoned  many  of  them  that  had  been  condemned ;  and 
there  fell  out  several  strange  things  that  caused  the  spirit  of  the  country 
to  run  aa  vehemently  upon  the  acquitting  of  all  the  accused,  as  it  by  mis- 
talce  ran  at  first  upon  the  condemning  of  them.  Some  that  had  been  zeal- 
ously of  the  mind,  that  the  devila  could  not  in  the  shapes  of  good  men 
aiSict  other  men,  were  terribly  confated,  by  having  their  own  shapes,  and 
the  shapes  of  their  most  intimate  and  valued  friends,  thus  abused.  And 
though  more  than  twice  twenty  had  made  such  voluntary,  and  harmonious, 
and  uncontroolable  confessions,  that  if  they  were  all  sAnm,  there  was  therein 
the  greatest  violation  made  by  the  efficacy  of  the  invisible  world,  upon  the 
rules  of  understanding  humane  affairs,  that  was  ever  seen  since  "God  made 
man  upon  the  earth,"  yet  they  did  so  recede  from  their  confessions,  that  it 
was  very  clear,  some  of  them  had  been  hitherto,  in  a  sort  <}{'&  preternatural 
dream,  wherein  they  had  said  of&iemsehes,  they  hww  not  what  themselves. 

In  fine,  the  laat  courts  that  sate  upon  this  thorny  business,  finding  that 
it  was  impossible  to  penetrate  into  the  whole  meaning  of  the  things  that 
had  happened,  and  that  so  many  unsearchable  cheats  were  interwoven  into 
the  conchision  of  a  mysterious  business,  which  .perhaps  had  not  crept  there- 
into at  the  beginning  of  it,  they  cleared  the  accused  as  fast  as  they  tried  them ; 
and  within  a  little  while  the  afflicted  were  most  of  them  delivered  out  of 
their  troubles  also;  and  the  land  had  peace  restored  unto  it,  by  the  "God 
of  peace,  treading  Satan  under  foot."  Erasmus,  among  other  historians, 
does  tell  us,  that  at  a  town  in  Germany,  a  daemon  appeared  on  the  top  of 
a  chimney,  threatned  that  he  would  set  the  town  on  fire,  and  at  length 
scattering  some  ashes  abroad,  the  whole  town  was  presently  and  horribly 
burnt  unto  the  ground. 

Sir  William  Phips  now  beheld  such  daemons  hideously  scattering  fire 
about  the  country,  in  the  exasperations  which  the  minds  of  men  were  on 
these  things  rising  unto ;  and  therefore  when  he  had  well  canvaaed  a  cause, 
which  perhaps  might  have  puzzled  the  wisdom  of  the  wisest  men  on  earth 
to  have  managed,  without  any  envr  in  their  administrations,  he  thought, 
if  it  would  be  any  error  at  all,  it  would  certainly  be  the  safest  for  him  to 
put  a  stop  unto  all  future  prosecutions,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  him  to  do  it. 

He  did  so,  and  for  it  he  had  not  only  the  printed  aaknowledgments  of 
the  New-Englauders,  who  publickly  thanked  him,  "  As  one  of  the  tribe  of 
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Zebulun,  raised  up  from  among  themselves,  and  spirited  as  well  aa  a 
stoned  to  be  the  skers-man  of  a  veasel  befogged  in  the  mare  mortuum  of 
wiichcraji,  who  now  so  happily  steered  her  course,  that  she  escaped  ship- 
wrack,  and  was  safely  again  moored  tinder  the  Cape  of  Cfood  Hope;  and 
cut  asunder  the  Circtean  knot  of  enchantment,  more  diffloult  to  be  dissolved 
than  the  famous  Gordian  one  of  old." 

But  the  Queen  also  did  him  the  honour  to  write  unto  him  those  gracious 
letters,  wherein  her  Majesty  commended  his  conduct  in  these  inexplicohle 
matters;  And  I  did  right  in  calling  these  matters  inexpltcaUe.  For  if, 
after  the  kingdom  of  Sweden  (in  the  year  1669,  and  1670,)  had  some  hun- 
dreds of  their  children  by  night  often  carried  away  by  spectres  to  an  lidlish 
rendexvotis,  where  the  monsters  that  so  spirited  them,  did  every  way  tempt 
them  to  associate  with  them;  and  the  Judges  of  the  kingdom,  after  extra- 
ordinary supplications  to  Heaven,  upon  a  strict  enquiry,  were  so  satisfied 
with  the  confessions,  of  more  than  twenty  of  the  accused,  agreeing  exactly 
unto  the  depositions  of  the  afflicted,  that  they  put  several  scores  of  witches 
to  death,  whereupon  the  confusions  came  unto  a  period;  yet  after  all,  the 
chiefest  persons  in  the  kingdom  would  question  whether  there  were  any 
witchcrafts  at  all  in  the  whole  affair;  it  must  not  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
people  of  New-England  are  to  this  hour  full  of  dovhts,  about  the  steps 
which  were  talten,  while  a  war  from  the  invisible  world  was  terrifying  of 
them ;  and  whether  they  did  not  kill  some  of  their  own  side  in  the  smoke 
and  noise  of  this  dreadful  war.  And  it  will  be  yet  less  wondred  at,  if  we 
consider,  that  we  have  seen  the  whole  English  nation  alarumed  with  a 
plot,  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  upon  good  grounds,  voting  their 
sense  of  it,  and  many  persons  most  justly  hanged,  dravm,  and  quartered,  for 
their  share  in  it;  when  yet  there  are  enough  who  to  this  day  will  pretend 
that  they  cannot  comprehend  how  much  of  it  is  to  be  accounted  credible. 
However,  having  related  these  wonderful  passages,  whereof,  if  the  verudty 
of  the  relator  in  any  one  point  be  contested,  there  are  whole  clouds  of  wit- 
nesses to  vindicate  it,  I  will  take  my  leave  of  the  matter  with  an  wholesome 
caution  of  Lactantius,  which,  it  may  be,  some  other  parts  of  the  world 
besides  New-England  may  have  occasion  to  think  upon:  Efficiunt  Darnio- 
lies,  ut  qwx  non  sunt,  sic  tamen,  quasi  sint,  eonspicienda  Hominibus  exIiibeanL* 

But  the  devils  being  thus  vanquished,  we  shall  next  hear,  that  some  of 
his  most  devoted  and  resembling  children  are  so  too. 

§  17.  As  one  of  the  first  actions  done  by  Sir  William,  after  he  came  to 
the  age  of  doing,  was  to  save  the  lives  of  many  poor  people  from  the  rage 
of  the  diabolical  Indians  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  country,  so  now  he 
was  come  to  the  government,  his  mind  was  very  vehemently  set  upon 
recovering  of  thosq  parts  from  the  miseries  which  a  new  and  a  long  war 
of  the  Indians  had  brought  upon  them.  His  birth  and  youth  in  the  east, 
had  rendered  him  well  known  unto  the  Indians  there;  he  had  hunted 
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and  fished  many  a  weary  day  in  his  cMldhoodwith  them.;  ana  when  those 
rude  salvages  had  got  the  story  by  the  end,  that  "he  had  found  a  ship  full 
of  money,  and  was  now  become  all  one-a-kingi"  they  were  mightily  aston- 
ished at  it:  but  when  they  larther  understood  that  he  was  become  the 
governour  of  New-England,  it  added  a  further  degree  of  consternation  to 
their  astonishment.  He  likewise  was  better  accLuainted  with  the  seitua- 
tion  of  those  regions  than  most  other  men ;  and  he  considered  what  vast 
advantages  might  arise  to  no  less  than  the  whole  English  nation,  from 
the  lumber,  and  fishery,  and  naval-stores,  which  those  regions  might  soon 
supply  the  whole  nation  withal,  if  once  they  were  well  settled  with  good 
inhabitants. 

Wherefore  Governour  Phips  took  the  first  opportunity  to  raise  an  Army, 
with  which  he  travelled  in  person,  under  the  Eaat-Oountry,  to  find  out 
and  cut  off  the  barbarous  enemy,  which  had  continued  for  near  four  years 
together  making  horrible  havock  on  the  plantations  that  lay  all  along  the 
northern  frontiers  of  New-England ;  and  having  pursued  those  worse  than 
Scythian  wolves  till  they  could  be  no  longer  followed,  he  did  with  a  very 
laudable  skill,  and  unusual  speed,  and  with  less  cost  unto  the  crown  than 
perhaps  ever  such  a  thing  was  done  in  the  world,  erect  a  strong  fort  at 
Pemmaquid. 

This  fort  he  contrived  so  much  in  the  very  heart  of  the  country  now 
possessed  by  the  enemy,  as  very  much  to  hinder  the  several  nations  of 
-thfi.liwnies  from  clanning  together  for  the  common  disturbance;  and  his 
design  was,  that  a  sufficient  garrison  being  here  posted,  they  might  from 
thence,  upon  advice,  issue  forth  to  surprize  that  ferocient  enemy.  At  the 
same  time  he  would  fain  have  gone  in  person  up  the  Bay  of  Funda,  with 
a  convenient  force,  to  have  spoiled  the  nest  of  rebellious  Frenchmen,  who, 
being  rendezvouzed  at  St,  Johns,  had  a  yearly  supply  of  ammunition  from 
France,  with  which  they  still  supplied  the  Indians,  unto  the  extream  detri- 
ment of  the  English ;  but  his  friends  for  a  long  time  would  not  permit  him ' 
to  expose  himself  unto  the  inconveniences  of  that  expedition. 

However,  he  took  such  methods,  that  the  Indian  Kings  of  the  East, 
within  a  little  while  had  their  stomachs  brought  down  to  sue  and  beg  for 
a  peace:  and  making  their  appearance  at  the  new-fort  in  Pemmaquid, 
August  11,  1693,  they  did  there  sign  an  instrument,  wherein,  lamenting 
the  miseries  which  their  adherence  to  the  French  counsels  had  brought 
them  into,  they  did  for  themselves,  and  with  the  consent  of  all  the  Indians 
from  the  river  of  Merrimack  to  the  most  easterly  bounds  of  all  the  prov- 
ince, acknowledge  their  hearty  subjection  and  obedience  unto  the  Crown 
of  England,  and  solemnly  covenant,  promise  and  agree,  to  and  with  Sir 
William  Phips,  Captain  General  and  Governour  in  Chief  over  the  province, 
and  his  successors  in  that  place,  "That  they  would  for  ever  cease  all  acts 
of  hostility  towards  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  England,  and  hold  a 
constant  friendship  with  all  the  English.     That  they  would  utterly  aban- 
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don  the  Freuch  interests,  and  not  succour  or  conceal  any  enemy  Indians, 
from  Canada  or  elsewhere,  that  should  come  to  any  of  their  plantations 
within  the  English  territories:  that  all  English  captives,  which  they  had 
among  them,  should  be  returned  with  all  possible  speed,  and  no  ransom 
or  paymeut  be  given  for  any  of  them:  that  their  Majesties'  subjects  the 
English,  now  should  quietly  enter  upon,  and  for  ever  improve  and  enjoy 
all  and  singular  their  rights  of  lands,  and  former  possessions,  within  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  province,  without  any  claims  from  any  Indians  or 
being  ever  disturbed  therein;  that  all  trade  and  commerce,  which  hereafter 
might  be  allowed  between  the  English  and  the  Indians,  should  be  under  a 
regulation  stated  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  as  limited  by  the 
governour  of  the  province,  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  his  Council. 
And  that  if  any  contioversie  hereafter  happen  between  any  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  Indians,  no  private  revenge  was  to  be  taken  by  the  Indians, 
but  proper  applications  to  be  made  unto  his  Majesty's  government,  for 
the  due  remedy  thereof:  submitting  themselves  herewithal  to  be  governed 
by  his  Majesty's  laws." 

And  for  the  manifestation  of  their  sincerity  in  the  svhmission  thus  made, 
the  hypocritiGal  wrdches  delivered  hostages  for  their  fidelity :  and  then  set 
their  marks  and  seals,  no  less  than  thirteen  Sagamores  of  them,  (with  names 
of  more  than  a  Persian  length)  unto  this  instrument. 

The  first  rise  of  this  Indian  war  had  hitherto  been  almost  as  dark  as  that 
of  the  river  Nilua :  'tia  true;  if  any  wild  English  did  rashly  begin  to  provoke 
and  affront  the  Indians,  yet  the  Indians  had  a  fairer  way  to  obtain  justice 
than  by  bloodshed:  however,  upon  the  New-English  revolution^  the  state 
of  the  war  became  wholly  new:  the  government  then  employed  all  possi- 
ble ways  to  procure  a  good  understanding  with  the  Indians;  but  all  the 
English  offers,  kindnesses,  courtesies  were  barbarously  requited  by  them, 
with  new  acts  of  the  most  perfidious  hostility.  Notwithstanding  all  this, 
there  were  still  some  nice  peqiile  that  had  their  scruples  about  the  "justice 
of  the  war;"  but  upon  this  new  submission  of  the  Indians,  if  ever  those 
rattle-snakes  (the  only  ratth-snakes  which,  they  say,  were  ever  seen  to  the 
northward  of  Merimack-river)  should  stir  again,  the  most  scrupulous  per- 
sons in  the.  world  must  own,  that  it  rinM  be  the  most  unexcefptionaile piece  of 
justice  in  the  world  f(yr  to  extinguish  them. 

Thus  did  the  God  of  heaven  bless  the  unwearied  applications  of  Sir 
William  Phips,  for  the  restoring  of  peace  unto  New-England,  when  the 
country  was  quite  out  of  breath  in  its  endeavours  for  its  own  preservation 
from  the  continual  outrages  of  an  inaccessible  enemy,  and  by  the  poverty 
coming  in  so  like  an  armed  man,  from  the  unsucceas fulness  of  their  former 
armies,  that  it  could  not  imagine  how  to  take  one  step  further  in  its  wars. 
The  most  happy  respite  of  peace  beyond  Merimack-river  being  thus  pro- 
cured, the  governour  immediately  set  himself  to  use  all  possible  methods, 
that  it  might  be  "peace  like  a  river,"  nothing  short  oC everlastitig. 
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He  therefore  prerailed  with  two  or  three  gentlemen  to  join  with  hira 
in  sending  a  snpply  of  necessaries  for  life  unto  the  Indians;  until  the  (jen- 
eral  Assembly  could  come  together  to  settle  the  Indian-trade  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  publick,  that  the  Indians  might  not  by  necessity  be  driven 
again  to  become  a  French  propriety;  although  by  this  action,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen themselves  were  great  hsers  in  their  estates,  thus  Ae  himself  declared 
TiKto  the  members  of  tho  General  Assembly,  that  he  wonld  upon  oath  give 
an  account  unto  tliem  of  all  his  own  gains,  and  count  himself  a  gainer, 
if  in  lieu  of  all  they  would  give  him  one  heaver-hat  The  same  generosity 
also  caused  him  to  take  many  a  tedious  voyage,  accompanied  sometimes 
with  his  Mdzis  Achates*  and  very  dear  friend,  kinsman  and  neighbour, 
Colonel  John  Philips,  between  Boston  and  Pemmaquid ;  and  this  in  the 
bitter  weeks  of  the  New-English,  which  is  almost  a  Euasian  winter. 

He  was  a  sort  of  confessor  under  such  torments  of  cold,  as  once  made 
the  martyrdom  of  Muria,  and  others,  commemorated  in  orations  of  the 
ancients;  and  the  snow  and  ice  which  Pliny  calls,  "The  punishment  of 
mountains,"  he  cheerfully  endured,  without  any  ofher  profit  unto  himself, 
but  only  the  pleasure  of  thereby  establishing  and  continuing  unto  the 
people  the  liberty  to  sleep  quietly  in  their  warm  nests  at  home,  while  he 
was  thus  concerned  for  them  abroad.  Non  miki  sed  popuh,  the  motto  of 
the  Emperor  Hadrian,  was  engraved  on  the  heart  of  Sir  William :  not 
FOE  MYSBI-F,  BUT  FOH  MY  PEOPLE ;  or  that  of  Maximin,  Quo  major,  hoc 
Labortosior — the  more  honourable,  the  more  laborious. 

Indeed,  the  restlessness  of  his  travels  to  tho  southern  as  well  as  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  country,  when  the  publick  safety  called  for  his  presence,  would 
have  made  one  to  thinlr  on  the  translation  which  the  King  of  Portugal, 
on  a  very  extraordinary  occasion,  gave  the  fourth  verse  in  the  hundred 
and  twenty-first  Psalm:  "He  will  not  slumber,  nor  will  he  suffer  to  sleep 
the  keeper  of  Israel."  Nor  did  he  only  try  to  cicurale  the  Indians  of  the 
east,  by  other  prudent  and  proper  treatments;  but  he  also  furnished  him- 
self with  an  Indian  preacher  of  the  gospel,  whom  he  carried  unto  the 
eastward,  with  an  intention  to  teach  them  the  principles  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  unteach  them  the  mixt  Paganry  and  Popery  which  hitherto 
diabolized  them.  To  unteach  them,  I  say;  for  they  had  been  taught  by 
the  French  priests  this  among  other  things,  that  the  mother  of  our  blessed 
Saviour  was  a  French  lady,  and  that  they  were  Englishmen  by  whom  our 
Saviour  was  murdered;  and  that  it  was  therefore  Sl  meritorious  thing  to 
destroy  the  English  nation.  The  name  of  the  preacher  whom  the  govern- 
our  carried  with  him,  was  Nahauton,  one  of  the  natives ;  and  because  the 
passing  of  such  expressions  from  the  mouth  of  a  poor  Indian  may  upon 
some  accounts  be  worthy  of  remembrance,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  when 
the  governour  propounded  unto  him  such  a  mission  to  the  eastern  Indians, 
he  replied,  "I  know  that  I  shall  probably  endanger  my  life  by  going  to 
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preacii  the  gospel  among  the  Frenchified.  Indians;  but  I  know  that  it  will 
be  a  service  unto  the  Lord  Jeaua  Christ,  and  therefore  I  will  venture  to  go." 

God  grant  that  hia  behojviour  may  be  in  all  things,  at  all  times,  accord- 
ing to  these  his  expressions!  While  these  things  were  doing,  having  intel- 
ligence of  a  French  man  of  war  expected  at  St.  Johns,  he  dispatched  away 
the  Non-such frigot  thither  to  intercept  him;  nevertheless,  by  the  gross 
negligence,  and  perhaps  cowardice  of  the  captain,  who  had  lately  come  from 
England  with  orders  to  take  the  command  of  her,  instead  of  one  who  had 
been  by  Sir  William  a  while  before  put  in,  and  one  who  had  signalized 
himself  by  doing  of  notable  service  for  the  King  and  country  in  it,  the 
Frenchman  arrived,  unladed,  and  went  away  untouched.  The  governour 
was  extremely  offended  at  this  notorious  deficiency;  it  cast  him  into  a  great 
impatience  to  see  the  nation  so  wretchedly  served;  and  he  would  himself 
have  gone  to  Saint  Johns  with  a  resolution  to  spoil  that  harbour  of  spoilers, 
if  he  had  not  been  taken  off,  by  being  sent  for  home  to  Whitehall,  in  the 
very  midst  of  his  undertakings. 

But  the  treacherous  Indiana  being  poisoned  with  the  French  endianhnenis, 
and  furnished  with  brave  new  coats,  and  new  arms,  and  all  new  incentives 
to  vjar,  by  the  man  of  war  newly  come  in ;  they  presently  and  perfidiously 
fel!  upon  two  English  towns,  and  butchered  and  captived  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  made  a  new  war,  which  the  New-Englandera  know  not 
whether  it  will  end  tmtil  either  Canada  become  an  English  Province,  or 
tliat  state  arrive,  wherein  they  "shall  beat  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
speara  into  pruning-hooks."  And  no  doubt,  the  taking  off  Sir  William 
Fhips  was  no  small  encouragement  unto  the  Indians  in  this  relapse  into 
the  villanies  and  massacres  of  a  new  invasion  upon  the  country. 

§  18.  Reader,  'tis  time  for  ua  to  view  a  little  more  to  the  life,  ihs  picture 
of  the  person,  the  actions  of  whcee  i^e  we  have  hitherto  been  looking  upon. 
Know  then,  that  for  his  exterior,  he  was  one  tall,  beyond  the  common  set 
of  men,  and  tliick  as  well  as  tall,  and  strong  aa  well  aa  thick:  he  was,  in  all 
respecta,  exceedingly  robust,  and  able  to  conquer  such  diificulties  of  diet  and 
oitravd,  as  would  have  killed  most  men  alive:  nor  did  ih.efat,  whereinto  be 
grew  very  much  in  his  later  years,  take  away  the  vigour  of  his  motions. 

He  was  well  aet,  and  he  was  therewithal  of  a  very  comely,  though  a 
very  manly  countenance:  a  countenance  where  any  true  skill  in  physiog- 
nomy would  have  read  the  characters  of  a  generous  mind.  Wherefore 
passing  to  his  interior,  the  very  iirst  thing  which  there  offered  it  self  unto 
observation,  was  a  moat  incomparable  generosity. 

And  of  this,  besides  the  innumerable  instances  which  he  gave  in  his 
usual  hatred  of  dirty  or  little  tricks,  there  was  one  instance  for  which  I 
mtiat  freely  say,  "  I  never  saw  three  men  in  this  world  that  equalled  him : " 
thia  was  hia  wonderfully /oj^wsji^  spirit.  In  the  vast  variety  of  business, 
through  which  he  raced  in  hia  time,  he  met  with  many  and  mighty  inju- 
ries: but  although  I  have  heard  all  that  the  most  venemous  malice  could 
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ver  hiss  at  hia  memory,  I  never  did  kear  unto  tliia  hour  that  he  aid  ever 
once  deliberately  revenge  an  injury. 

Upon  certain  affronts  he  has  made  sudden  returns  that  have  shewed 
choler  enough,  and  he  has  by  bhw,  as  well  aa  by  word,  chastised  incivilities: 
he  was,  indeed,  sufficiently  impatient  of  being  put  upon;  and  when  base 
men,  surprizing  him  at  some  disadvantages  (for  else  few  men  dm-st  have 
done  it)  have  sometimes  drawn  upon  him,  he  has,  without  the  wicked  mad- 
ness of  a  formal  duel,  made  them  feel  that  he  knew  how  to  correct  fools. 
Nevertheless,  he  ever  declined  a  deliberate  revenge  of  a  wrong  done  unto 
him;  though  few  men  upon  earth  have,  in  their  vicissitudes,  been  fur- 
nished with  such  frequent  opportunities  of  revenge  as  Heaven  brought 
into  the  hands  of  this  gentleman. 

Under  great  provocations,  he  would  oommonly  say,  "'Tis  no  matter;  let 
them  alone;  some  time  or  other  they'll  see  their  weakness  and  rashness, 
and  have  occasion  for  me  to  do  them  a  kindness ;  and  they  shall  then  see 
I  have  quite  forgotten  all  their  baseness."  Accordingly,  'twas  remarkable 
to  see  it,  that  few  men  ever  did  Mm  a  mischief  but  those  men  afterwards 
had  occasion  for  him  to  do  them  a  kindness:  and  he  did  the  kindness  with 
as  forgetful  a  bravery,  as  if  the  mischief  had  never  been  done  at  all.  The 
Emperor  Tkeodosiua  himself  could  not  be  readier  to  forgive ;  so  worthily 
did  he  verifle  that  observation: 


In  those  places  of  poioer  whereto  the  providence  of  God  by  several 
degrees  raised  him,  it  still  fell  out  so,  that  before  his  rise  thereunto  he  under- 
went such  things  as  he  counted  very  hard  abuses,  from  those  very  persona 
over  whom  the  Divine  Provideoce  afterwards  gave  him  the  ascendant. 

By  such  triah,  the  wisdom  of  Heaven  still  prepared  him,  as  David 
before  him,  for  successive  advancements;  and  as  he  behaved  himself  with 
a  marvellous  long-suffering,  when  he  was  tried  hjsaaYi  mortifications,  thus 
when  he  came  to  be  advanced,  he  convinced  all  mankind  that  he  had 
perfectly  buried  all  the  old  offences  in  an  eternal  amnesty.  I  was  my  self 
an  ear-witness  that  one  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  hia  behaviour  under  such 
probations  of  his  patience,  did,  long  before  his  arrival  to  that  honour,  say 
unto  him,  "Sir,  forgive  those  that  give  you  these  vexations,  and  know 
that  the  God  of  heaven  intends,  before  he  has  done  with  you,  to  make 
you  the  governour  of  New- Engl  and  I"  And  when  he  did  indeed  become 
the  governour  of  New-England,  he  shewed  that  he  still  continued  a  gov- 
ernour of  himself  in  his  treating  all  that  had  formerly  been  in  ill  terms 
with  him,  with  as  much  favour  a.ad  freedom  as  if  there  had  never  happened 
the  least  exasperations:  though  any  governour  that  kens  Jlobbianism,  can 
easily  contrive  ways  enough  to  wreak  a  spile,  where  he  owes  it. 
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It  was  witli  some  Christian  remark  that  lie  read  the  Pagan  stoiy  of  the 
renowned  Fabius  Maximns,  who,  being  preferred  unto  the  highest  office 
io  the  commonwealth,  did,  through  a  aeal  for  his  country,  overcome  the 
greatest  contempts  that  ai:Ly  person  of  quality  could  have  received. — Min- 
ntius,  the  master  of  the  horse,  and  the  next  person  in  dignity  to  himself, 
did  first  privately  traduce  him,  as  one  that  was  no  soldier,  and  less  poli- 
tician; and  he  afterwards  did,  botli  by  speeches  and  letters,  prejudice  not 
only  the  army,  but  also  the  senate  against  him,  so  that  Minutiua  was  now 
by  an  unpresidented  commission  brought  into  an  equality  with  Fabius. 

All  this  while  the  great  Fabius  did  not  throw  up  his  cares  for  the  com- 
monwealth, but  with  a  wondrous  equality  of  mind  endured  equally  the 
malice  of  the  judges  and  the  fury  of  the  commons;  and  when  Minutius 
a  while  after  was  with  all  his  forces  upon  the  point  of  perishing  by  the 
victorious  arms  of  Hannibal,  this  very  Fabius,  not  listening  to  the  dictates 
of  revenge,  came  in  and  helped  him,  and  saved  bim;  and  so,  by  a  rare 
virtue,  he  made  his  worst  adversaries  the  captives  of  his  generosity. 

One  of  the  antients,  upon  such  an  history,  cried  out,  "If  heathens  can 
do  thus  much  for  the  glory  of  their  name,  what  shall  not  Christians  do 
for  the  glory  of  Heaven!"  And  Sir  William  Phips  did  so  miu!k  more  than 
ihv^  much,  that  besides  his  meriting  the  glory  of  such  a  name,  as  Phip- 
pius  Masimus,  he  therein  had  upon  him  the  symptoms  of  a  title  to  the 
glory  of  heaven,  in  the  seal  of  his  own  pardon  from  God.  Nor  was  this 
generosity  in  his  Excellency  the  Goveknoue  of  New-England,  unac- 
companied with  many  oflier  excellencies;  whereof  thepieti/  of  his  carriage 
towards  God  is  worthy  to  be  first  mentioned. 

It  is  true,  he  was  very  zealous  for  all  men  to  enjoy  such  a  liberty  of  con- 
science as  he  judged  a  native  right  of  naankind;  and  he  was  extreamly 
troubled  at  the  over-hoiling  zeal  of  some  good  men,  who  formerly  took 
that  wrong  way  of  reclaiming  hereticks  by  persecution.  For  this  gener- 
osity, it  may  be,  some  would  have  compared  him  unto  Gallio,  the  gov- 
ernour  of  Achaia,  whom  our  preachers,  perhaps  with  mistake  enough, 
think  to  be  condemned  in  the  Scripture  for  his  not  appearing  to  be  a 
judge  in  matters  which  indeed  fell  not  under  his  cognizance. 

And  I  shall  be  content  that  he  be  compared  unto  that  gentleman; 
for  that  Gallio  was  the  brother  of  Seneca,  who  gives  this  character 
of  him:  "That  there  was  no  man  who  did  not  love  him  too  little,  if 
he  could- love  him  any  more;"  and,  "that  there  was  no  mortal  so  dear 
to  any,  as  he  was  to  all;"  and,  "that  he  hated  all  vices,  but  none  more 
ihan  flattery," 

But  while  the  generosity  of  Sir  William  caused  him  to  desire  a  liberty 
jf  conscience,  his  piety  would  not  allow  a  liherty  of  prophaiwness,  either 
,0  himself  or  others.  He  did  not  affect  any  mighty  shyw  of  devotion; 
md  when  he  saw  any  that  were  evidently  careful  to  make  a  show,  and  eape- 
lially  if  at  the  same  time  they  were  notoriously  defective  in  the  duties  of 
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common  justice  or  goodness,  or  tlie  duties  of  tlie  relations  wherein  God  had 
stationed  them,  he  had  an  extream  aversion  for  them. 

Nevertheless  he  did  show  a  conscientious  desire  to  observe  the  laws  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  his  conversation;  and  he  conscientiously  attended 
upon  the  exercises  of  devotion  in  the  seasons  thereof,  on  lectures,  as  well 
as  on  Lord's  days,  and  in  the  daily  sacriiice,  the  morning  and  evening 
service  of  his  own  family;  yea,  and  at  the  private  meetings  of  the  devout 
people  kept  every  fortnight  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Besides  all  this,  when  he  had  great  works  before  him,  he  would  invite 
good  men  to  come  and  fast  and  pray  with  him  at  his  house  for  the  success 
thereof;  and  when  he  had  succeeded  in  what  he  had  undertaken,  he  would 
prevail  with  them  to  come  and  keep  a  day  of  solemn  thanksgiviv^  with  him. 
His  love  to  Almighty  God,  was  indeed  manifested  by  nothing  more  than 
his  hve  to  those  that  had  the  image  of  God  upon  them;  he  heartily,  and 
with  real  honour  for  them,  loved  all  godly  men;  and  in  so  doing,  he  did 
not  confine  godliness  to  this  or  that  party,  but  wherever  he  saw  the  fear  of 
God,  in  one  of  a  Congregational,  or  Presbyterian,  or  Antipjedobaptist,  or 
Episcopalian  perswasion,  he  did,  without  any  difference,  express  towards 
thera  a  reverent  affection. 

But  he  made  no  men  more  welcome  than  those  good  men  whose  office 
'tis  to  promote  and  preserve  goodness  in  all  other  men ;  even  the  ministers 
of  the  gospel:  especially  when  they  were  such  as  faithfully  discharged 
their  office ;  and  from  these,  at  any  time,  the  least  admonition  or  intimation 
of  any  good  thing  to  be  done  by  him,  he  entertained  with  a  most  obliging 
alacrity.  His  religion,  in  truth,,  was  one  principle  that  added  virtue  unto 
that  vast  courage  which  was  always  in  him  to  a  degree  heroical.  Those 
terrible  nations  which  made  their  descents  from  the  northern  on  the  south- 
em  parts  of  Europe,  in  those  elder  ages,  when  so  to  swarm  out  was  more 
frequent  with  them,  were  inspired  with  a  valiant  contempt  of  life,  by  the 
opinion  wherein  their  famous  Odin  instructed  thera:  "That  their  death 
was  but  an  entrance  into  another  life,  wherein  they  who  died  in  warlike 
actions,  were  bravely  feasted  with  the  god  of  war  for  ever;"  'tis  inex- 
pressible how  much  the  courage  of  those  fierce  mortals  was  fortified  by 
that  opinion. 

But  when  Sir  William  Phips  was  asked  by  some  that  observed  his 
"valiant  contempt  of  death,"  what  it  was  that  made  him  so  little  afraid 
of  dying,  he  gave  a  better  grounded  account  of  it  than  those  Pagans  could : 
hia  answer  was,  "I  do  humbly  believe,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shed  his 
precious  blood  for  me,  by  his  deatli  procuring  my  peace  with  God:  and 
what  should  I  now  be  afraid  of  dying  for?" 

But  this  leads  me  to  mention  the  humble  and  modest  carriage  in  bin 
towards  other  men,  which  accompanied  this  his  piety.  There  were  certaii 
pomps  belonging  to  the  several  places  of  honour  through  which  he  passed 
pomps  that  are  very  taking  to  men  of  little  souk :  but  although  he  rose  fron 
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BO  liUle,  yet  he  discovered  a  marvellous  contempt  of  those  airy  things,  and, 
as  far  as  he  handsomely  could,  he  declined  being  ceremoniously,  or  any 
otherwise  than  with  a  Dutch  modesty,  waited  upon.  And  it  might  more 
truly  he  said  of  him,  than  it  was  of  Ariatides,  "He  was  never  seen  the 
prouder  for  any  honour  that  was  done  him  from  his  countrymen," 

Hence,  albeit  I  have  read  that  complaint,  made  by  a  worthy  man,  "I 
have  often  observed,  and  this  not  without  some  blushing,  that  even  good 
people  have  had  a  kind  of  shame  upon  them  to  acknowledge  their  low 
beginning,  and  used  all  arts  to  hide  it,  I  could  never  observe  the  least  of 
that  fault  in  this  worthy  man;  but  he  would  speak  of  his  own  low  begin- 
ninff  with  as  much  freedom  and  frequency,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid  of 
having  it  forgotten. 

It  was  counted  an  humility  in  King  Agathocles,  the  son  of  a  potter,  to 
be  served  therefore  in  earthen  vessels,  as  Plutarch  hath  informed  us:  it 
was  counted  an  humility  in  Archbishop  Willigis,  the  son  of  a  Wheelright, 
therefore  to  have  wheels  hung  about  his  bed-chamber,  with  this  inscription, 
Secole  UTuh  Verteris,  i.  e.  "Remember  thy  original."  But  such  was  the 
Tiumilily  and  lowliness  of  this  rising  mem/  Not  only  did  he  after  his  return 
to  his  country  in  his  greatness,  one  day,  make  a  splendid  feast  for  the 
ship-carpenters  of  Boston,  among  whom  he  was  willing  at  his  table  to  com- 
memorate the  mercy  of  God  unto  him,  who  had  once  been  a  ship-carpenter 
himself  but  he  would  on  all  occasions  permit,  yea,  studi/  to  have  his  mean- 
jtesses  remembered. 

Hence,  upon  frequent  occasions  of  uneasiness  in  his  government,  he 
would  chuae  thus  to  express  himself:  "Gentlemen,  were  it  not  that  I  am 
to  do  service  for  the  publick,  I  should  be  much  easier  in  returning  unto 
mybroad-as  again!"  And  hence,  according  to  the  affable  eourtesie  which 
he  ordinarily  used  unto  all  sorts  of  persons,  (quite  contrary  to  the  asperity 
which  the  old  proverb  expects  in  the  raised,)  he  would  particularly  when 
sailing  in  sight  of  Kennebeclc,  with  armies  under  his  command,  call  the 
young  soldiers  and  sailors  upon  deck,  and  speak  to  them  after  this  fashion: 
"Young  men,  it  was  upon  that  hill  that  I  kept  sheep  a  few  years  ago;  and 
since  you  see  that  Almighty  God  has  brought  me  to  something,  do  you 
learn  to  fear  G-od,  and  he  honest,  and  mind  your  business,  and  fijllow  no 
bad  courses,  and  you  don't  know  what  you  may  come  tol"  A  temper  not 
altogether  unlike  what  the  advanced  shepherd  had,  when  he  wrote  the 
twenty -third  I'salm ;  or  when  he  imprinted  on  the  coin  of  his  kingdom 
the  remembrance  of  his  old  condition ;  for  Cbristianua  Gerson,  a  Christian- 
ized Jew,  has  informed  us  that  on  the  one  side  of  David's  coin  were  to  be 
seen  his  old  pouch  and  crook,  the  instrument  of  shephejdy^  .on-.the  other 
side  were  enstamped  the  towers  of  Zion. 

In  fine,  our  Sir  "William  was  a  person  of  so  sweet  a  temper,  that  they 
who  were  most  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  would  commonly  pro- 
nounce him,  "The  best  conditioned  gentleman  in  the  world!"    And  by  the 
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continual  discoveries  and  expressions  of  such  a  temper,  he  so  gainecl  the 
hearts  of  them  who  waited  upon  him  in  any  of  hia  expeditions,  that  they 
would  commonly  profess' themselves  willing  still,  "to  have  gone  with  him 
to  the  end  of  the  world." 

But  if  all  other  people  found  him  so  kind  a  neighbour,  we  may  easily 
infer  what  an  husband  he  was  unto  his  lady.  Leaving  unmentioned  that 
virtue  of  hia  chastity,  which  the  prodigious  depravation  brought  by  the 
late  reigns  upon  the  manners  of  the  nation  has  made  worthy  to  be  men- 
tioned as  a  virtue  somewhat  extraordinary,  I  shall  rather  pass  on  to  say, 
that  the  love,  even  to  fondness,  with  which  he  always  treated  her,  was  a 
matter  not  only  of  obsei-viUion,  but  even  of  such  admiration,  that  every  one 
said,  "the  age  aiforded  not  a  kinder  husbandl" 

But  we  miist  now  return  to  our  story. 

§  19.  When  persons  do  by  studies  full  of  curiosilij  seek  to  inform  them- 
selves of  things  about  which  the  God  of  Heaven  hath  forbidden  our  curious 
enquiries,  there  is  a  marvellous  impression,  which  the  dcemons  do  often  make 
on  the  minds  of  those  their  votaries,  abont  the  future  or  secret  matters 
unlawfully  enquired  after,  and  at  last  there  is  also  an  horrible  possession, 
which  those  Falidic  dixmons  do  take  of  them.  The  snares  of  hell,  hereby 
laid  for  miserable  mortals,  have  been  such,  that  when  I  read  the  laws  which 
Angellius  affirms  to  have  been  made,  even  in  Pagan  Home,  against  the 
Vatidnatm-es,^  I  wonder  that  no  English  nobleman  or  gentleman  signalizes 
his  regard  unto  Christianity,  by  doing  what  even  a  Roman  Tully  would 
have  done,  in  promoting  an  Act  of  Parliament  against  that  Paganish 
practice  of  judicial  astrolor/y,  whereoi^  if  such  men  as  Austin  were  now  liv- 
ing, they  would  assert,  "  The  devil  first  found  it,  and  they  that  profess  it 
are  enemies  of  truth  and  of  God." 

In  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  relate  a  wonderful  experience  of  Sir 
William  Phips,  by  the  relation  whereof  something  of  an  antidote  may  be 
given  against  ^poison  which  the  diabolical yJyHfe-^m^rers  xa^  foriune-leUers 
that  swarm  all  the  world  over  may  insinuate  into  the  minds  of  men. 
Long  before  Mi',  Phips  came  to  be  Sir  Williajn,  while  he  sojourned  in 
London,  there  came  into  his  lodging  an  old  mtrolo(/et;  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood; who,  making  some  ohaei-vation  of  him,  though  he  had  small  or 
no  conversation  with  him,  did  (howbeit  by  him  wholly  undesircd)  one  day 
send  him  a  paper,  wherein  he  had,  with  pretences  of  a  rule  in  astrology  for 
each  article,  distinctly  noted  the  most  material  passages  that  were  to  befal 
this  our  Phips  in  the  remainingpart  of  his  life;  it  was  particularly  asserted 
and  inserted,  that  he  should  he  engaged  in  a  design,  wherein,  by  reason 
of  enemies  at  Court,  he  should  meet  with  much  delay ;  that  neverthebrfs 
in  the  fftirtt/seventli  year  of  his  life,  he  should  find  a  miijldy-treasure ;  that 
in  ^&  fmiy-jirst  year  of  his  life,  his  King  should  employ  him  in  as  great  a 
trust  heyond  sea  as  a  subject  could  easily  have;  that  soon  after  this  he  should 
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undergo  an  hard  storm  from  the  endeavours  of  hia  adversaries  to  reproaiih 
him  and  rum,  him;  that  his  adversaries,  though  they  should  go  very 
ntar  gaining  the  point,  should  yet  miss  of  doing  so;  that  he  should  liit 
upon  a  vastly  ricAer  matter  than  any  he  had  hitherto  rnet  withal;  that  he 
should  continue  thirteen  years  in  his  publiok  station,  full  of  action  and  full 
of  hurry;  and  the  rest  of  his  days  he  should  spend  in  the  satisfaction  of 
a  peaceabk  retirement. 

Mr.  Phips  received  this  undesired  paper  with  trouble  and  with  contempt, 
and  threw  it  by  among  certain  loose  papers  in  the  bottom  of  a  trunk, 
where  his  lady  some  years  after  accidentally  lit  upon  it.  His  lady  with 
admiration  saw,  step  after  step,  very  much  of  it  accomplished;  but  when 
she  heard  from  England  that  Sir  William  was  coming  over  with  a  commis- 
sion to  be  governour  of  New-England,  in  that  very  year  of  his  life  which 
the  paper  specified,  she  was  afraid  of  lettiug  it  lye  any  longer  in  the  bouse, 
but  cast  it  into  the  fire. 

Now,  the  thing  which  I  must  invite  my  reader  to  remark  is  this,  that 
albeit  Almighty  God  may  permit  the  devils  k)  predict,  and  perhaps  to  per- 
.form,  very  many  particular  things  to  men,  that  shall  by  such  a  "presump- 
tuous and  unwarrantable  juggle  as  astrology"  (so  Dr.  Hall  sceH  caHa-ilil^ 
or  any  other  divination,  consult  them,  yet  the  deviU  which  foretel  many  true 
things,  do  commonly _^efeZ  some  that  are/a&e,  and,  it  maybe,  propose  by 
the  things  that  are  true  to  betray  men  into  some  fatal  misbelief  and  mis- 
carriage about  those  that  SXQ  false, 

Yery  singular  therefore  was  the  wisdom  of  Sir  William  Phips,  that  as 
he  ever  treated  these  ■prophesies  about  him  with  a  most  priovs  neglect,  so 
when  he  had  seen  all  but  the  two  last  of  them  very  punctually  fulfilled, 
yea,  and  seen  the  beginning  of  a  fulfilment  unto  the  last  hut  one  also,  yet 
when  I  pleasantly  mentioned  them  unto  him,  on  purpose  to  try  whether 
there  were  any  occasion  for  me  humbly  to  give  him  the  serious  advice 
necessary  in  such  a  ease  to  anticipate  the  devices  of  Satan,  he  prevented 
my  advice,  by  saying  to  me,  "Sir,  I  do  believe  there  might  be  a  cursed 
snare  of  Satan  in  those  prophesies:  I  behcve  Satan  might  have  leave  to 
foretel  many  things,  all  of  which  might  come  to  pass  in  the  begianing,  to 
lay  me  asleep  about  such  things  as  are  to  follow,  especially  about  the  main 
chance  of  all;  I  do  not  know  but  I  am  to  die  this  year:  for  my  part,  by 
the  help  of  the  grace  of  God,  I  shall  endeavour  to  live  as  if  I  were  this 
year  to  die."    And  let  the  reader  now  attend  the  eventi 

§  20.  "Tis  a  similitude  which  I  have  learned  from  no  less  a  person  than 
the  great  Easil;  that  as  the  eye  sees  not  those  objects  which  are  applied 
close  unto  it,  and  even  lye  upon  it;  but  wheu  the  objects  are  to  som'e  dis- 
tance removed,  it  clearly  discerns  them;  so  we  have  little  sense  of  the 
good  which  we  have  in  our  enjoyments,  until  God,  by  the  removal  thereof, 
teach  us  better  to  prize  what  we  once  enjoyed.  It  is  true,  the  generality 
Df  sober  and  thinking,  people  among  the  New-Englanders,  did  as  highly 
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value  the  government  of  Sir  William  Phipa  whilst  he  lived,  as  they  do  his 
memory  since  his  death ;  nevertheless,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  "bless- 
ing which  the  country  had  in  his  indefatigable  zeal  to  serve  the  publick 
in  all  its  interests,  was  not  so  valued  as  it  should  have  been. 

It  was  mentioned  long  since  as  a  notorious  fault  in  Old  Egypt,  that  it 
was  Loquax  et  ingeniosa  in  contumeliam  prcefectorum  provinda:  si  guts  forU 
vitavet^t  culpam,  contuvieliam  non  effugit:*  and  New-England  has  been  at 
the  best  always  too  feulty,  in  that  very  character,  "a  province  very  talk- 
ative, and  ingenious  for  the  vilifying  of  its  publick  servants." 

But  Sir  William  Phips,  who  might  in  a  calm  of  the  commonwealth  have 
administered  all  things  with  as  general  an  acceptance  as  any  that  have 
gone  before  him,  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  set  at  helm  in  a  time  as 
full  of  storm  as  ever  that  province  had  seen;  and  the  people  having  their 
spirits  put  into  a  tumult  by  the  discomposing  and  distempering  variety  of 
disasters,  which  had  long  been  rendring  the  time  calamitou^  it  was  natural 
for  them,  as  'tis  for  all  men  &ien,  to  be  complaining;  and  you  may  be  sure, 
the  TuWs  must  in  such  eases  be  always  complained  of,  and  the  chief  com- 
plaints must  be  heaped  upon  those  that  are  commanders  in  chief.  Nor  has 
a  certain  proverb  in  Asia  been  improper  in  America,  "He  deserves  no 
man's  good  word,  of  whom  every  man  shall  speak  well." 

Sir  William  was  very  hardly  handled  (or  tongued  at  least)  in  the  liberty 
which  people  took  to  make  most  unbecoming  and  injurious  reflections 
upon  his  conduct,  and  clamour  against  him,  even  for  those  very  actions 
which  were  not  only  necessary  to  be  done,  but  highly  beneficial  unto  them- 
selves; and  though  he  would  ordinarily  smile  at  their  frowardness,  calling 
it  his  country  pay,  yet  he  sometimes  resented  it  with  some  uneasiness:  he 
seemed  unto  himself  sometimes  almost  as  bad  as  roUed  about  in  Eegulus' 
barrel;  and  had  occasion  to  think  on  the  Italian  proverb,  "To  wait  for 
one  who  does  not  come;  to  lye  a  bed  not  able  to  sleep;  and  to  find  it 
impossible  to  please  those  whom  we  serve;  are  three  griefe  enough  to 
kill  a  man," 

But  as  froward  as  the  people  were,  under  the  epidemical  vexations  of  the 
age,  yet  there  were  very  few  that  would  acknowledge  unto  the  very  last, 
"It  will  be  hardly  possible  for  us  to  see  another  governour  that  shall  more 
intirely  love  and  serve  the  country:"  yea,  had  the  country  had  the  choice 
of  their  own  governour,  'tis  judged  their  votes,  more  than  forty  to  one, 
would  have  still  fallen  upon  him  to  have  been  the  man :  and  the  General 
Assembly  therefore  on  all  occasions  renewed  their  petitions  unto  the  King 
for  his  continuance. 

Nevertheless,  there  was  a  little  party  of  men  who  thought  they  must 
not  "sleep  till  they  had  caused  him  to  fall:"  and  they  so  vigorously  prose- 
cuted certain  articles  before  the  Council-board  at  Whitehall  against  him. 
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that  they  imagined  they  had  gained  an  ord&r  of  his  Majesty  in  Council  to 
Huapend  him  immediately  from  his  government,  and  appoint  a  committee 
of  persons  nominated  by  his  enemies,  to  bear  all  depositions  against  him; 
and  so  a  report  of  the  whole  to  he  made  unto  the  King  and  Couneil. 

But  his  Majesty  was  too  well  informed  of  Sir  "William's  integrity  to 
permit  such  a  sort  of  proeedure ;  and  therefore  he  signified  unto  his  most 
honourable  Council  that  nothing  should  be  done  against  Sir  "William,  until 
he  had  opportunity  to  clear  himself;  and  thereupon  he  sent  his  royal  com- 
mands unto  Sir  "William  to  come  over.  To  give  any  retorting  accounts 
of  the  principal  persons  who  thus  adversaried  him,  would  be  a  thing  so 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Sir  William  Phips  himself,  who  at  bis  leaving  of 
New-England  bravely  declared  that  he  "freely  forgave  them  all;"  and  if 
he  had  returned  thither  again,  would  never  have  taken  the  least  revenge 
upon  them,  that  tlm  alone  would  oblige  me,  if  I  had  no  other  obligations 
of  Christianity  upon  me,  to  forbear  it;  and  it  may  be,  for  some  of  them, 
it  would  be  "to  throw  water  upon  a  drowned  mouse." 

Nor  need  I  to  produce  any  more  about  the  articles  which  these  men 
exhibited  against  him,  than  Hds:  that  it  was  by  mtst  men  believed  that, 
if  he  would  have  connived  at  some  arlnirary  oppressions  too  much  used  by 
some  kind  of  oflicera  on  the  King's  subjects,  j^w  perhaps,  or  none  of  those 
articles  had  ever  been  formed;  and  that  he  apprehended  himself  to  be 
provided  with  a  full  defence  against  them  all. 

Nor  did  his  Excellency  seem  loth  to  have  had  his  case  tried  under  the 
brazen  tree  of  Gariac,  if  there  had  been  such  an  one  as  that  mentioned 
by  the  fabulous  Murtadi,  in  his  prodigies  of  Egypt,  a  tree  which  had  iron 
branches  with  sharp  hooks  at  the  end  of  them,  that  when  any  false  accuser 
approached,  as  the  fabel  says,  immediately  flew  at  him,  and  stuck  in  him, 
until  he  had  ceased  injuring  his  adversary. 

"Wherefore,  in  obedience  unto  the  King's  commands,  he  took  his  leave 
of  Boston  on  the  seventeenth  of  November,  1694,  attended  with  all  proper 
testimonies  of  respect  and  honour  from  the  body  of  the  people,  which  he 
had  been  the  head  unto;  and  with  addresses  unto  their  Majesties,  and  the 
chief  Ministers  of  State  from  the  General  Assembly,  humbly  imploring 
tiiat  they  might  not  he  deprived  of  the  happiness  wliich  they  had  in 
such  an  head. 

Arriving  at  "Whitehall,  he  found  in  a  few  days  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  impotent  rage  of  his  adversaries,  particularly  vented  and  printed  in  a 
villanous  libel,  as  well  as  almost  in  as  many  other  ways  as  there  are  mouths, 
at  which  Fyal  sometimes  has  vomited  out  its  infernal  fires,  he  had  all 
huraaiiie  assurance  of  his  returning  in  a  very  few  weeks  again  the  governom- 
of  New-England. 

"Wherefore  there  were  especially  Iwo  designs,  full  of  service  to  the  whole 
English  nation,  as  well  as  his  own  particular  country  of  New-England, 
which  he  applied  his  thoughts  unto.     First,  he  had  a  new  scene  of  action 
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opened  unto  him,  in  an  opportunity  to  supply  the  Crown  with  all  naval 
storea  at  most  easie  rates,  from  those  eastern  parts  of  the  Massachuset  prov- 
ince, which,  through  the  conquest  that  he  had  made  thereof,  came  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Massaohuset-eharter.  As  no  man  was  more  capable  than 
he  to  improve  this  opportunity  unto  a  vast  advantage,  so  his  inclination  to 
it  was  according  to  his  capacity. 

And  he  longed  with  some  impatience  to  see  the  King  furnished  from, 
his  own  dominions  with  such  floating  and  stately  castles,  those  "wooden- 
walls  of  Great  Britain,"  for  much  of  which  he  has  hitherto  traded  with 
foreign  kingdoms.  Next,  if  I  may  say  next  unto  this,  he  had  an  eye  upon 
Canada ;  all  attempts  for  the  reducing  whereof  had  hitherto  proved  abortive. 

It  was  but  a  few  months  ago  that  a  considerable  fleet,  under  Sir  Francis 
Wheeler,  which  had  been  sent  into  the  West-Indies  to  subdue  Martenico, 
was  ordered  then  to  call  at  New-England,  that  being  recruited  there,  they 
might  make  a  further  descent  upon  Canada;  but  Heaven  frowned'  upon 
that  expedition,  especially  by  a  terrible  sickness,  the  most  like  the  plague 
of  any  thing  that  has  been  ever  seen  in  America,  whereof  there  died,  ere 
they  could  reach  to  Boston,  as  I  was  told  by  Sir  Francis  himself,  no  less 
than  thirteen  hundred  sailors  out  of  twenty-one,  and  no  less  than  eighUen 
hundred  soldiers  out  of  twenty-four. 

It  was  now  therefore  his  desire  to  have  satisfied  the  King  that  his  whole 
interest  in  America  lay  at  stake  while  Canada  was  in  French  hands;  and 
therewithal  to  have  laid  before  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  how  ben- 
eficial an  undertaking  it  would  have  been  for  them  to  have  pursued  the 
Canadian-business,  for  which  the  New-Englanders  were  now  grown  too 
feeble;  their  country  being  too  far  now,  as  Bede  says  England  once  was, 
Omni  Milile  etjioridce  Juventvtts  Alacritate  spoliata.* 

Besides  these  iivo  designs  in  the  thoughts  of  Sir  William,  there  was  a 
third,  which  he  had  hopes  that  the  King  would  have  given  him  leave  to 
have  pursued,  after  he  had  continued  so  long  in  his  government,  as  to  have 
obtained  the  more  general  wtlfare  which  ho  designed  in  the  former  instances. 
I  do  not  mean  the  making  of  New-England  the  seat  of  a  Spanish  trade, 
though  so  vastly  profitable  a  thing  was  likely  to  have  been  brought  about 
by  his  being  one  of  an  honourable  company  engaged  in  such  a  project. 

But  the  Spanish  wreck,  where  Sir  William  had  made  his  first  good 
voyage,  was  not  the  only,  nor  the  rieliest  wreck,  that  he  knew  to  be  lying 
under  the  water*  He  knew  particularly  that  when  the  ship  which  had 
Grovernonr  Boadilla  aboard,  was  cast  away,  there  was,  as  Peter  Martyr 
says,  an  entire  table  of  gold  of  iJiree  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  pound 
weight. 

The  Duke  of  Albermarle's  patent  for  all  such  wrecks  now  expiring.  Sir 
William  thought  on  the  motto  which  is  upon  the  gold  medal,  bestowed 
by  the  late  King,  with  his  Knightliood  upon  him,  Semper  2'iU  pendeat 
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ffamus;*  and  supposing  himself  to  have  gained  sufficient  information  of 
the  right  way  to  snch  a  wreclt,  it  was  his  purpose,  upon  hia  dismission 
from  his  government,  once  more  to  have  gone  unto  his  old  fishing-trade, 
upon  a  mighty  shelf  of  rocks  and  banks  of  sanda  that  lye  where  he  had 
informed  himself. 

But  as  the  prophet  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  in  their  psalm  upon  the  grants 
made  unto  their  people  "by  the  Emperors  of  Persia,  have  that  reflection, 
"Man's  breath  goeth  forth,  he  returns  to  his  earth;  in  that  very  day  his 
thoughts  perish,"  my  reader  must  now  see  what  came  of  all  these  consid- 
erable thoughts.  About  the  middle  of  February,  1694,  Sir  "William  found 
himself  indisposed  with  a  cold,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  hia  chamber; 
but  under  this  indisposition  he  received  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  a  very 
eminent  person  at  Whitehall,  who  upon  sufficient  assurance,  bade  him 
"Get  well  as  fast  as  he  could,  for  in  one  month's  time  he  should  be  again 
dispatched  away  to  his  government  of  New-England. " 

Nevertheless,  his  distemper  proved  a  sort  of  mahgnant  feaver,  whereof 
many  about  this  time  died  in  the  city ;  and  it  suddenly  put  an  end  at  once 
unto  his  days  and  thoughts,  ou  the  eighteenth  of  February ;  to  the  extream 
surprize  of  his  friends,  who  honourably  interred  him  in  the  church  of  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth  a  d  v  th  h  how  much  of  New  England's  happiness  I 
'  I  21.  Althougl  he  has  now  'no  more  a  portion  for  ever  in  any  thing 
that  is  done  under  tl  e  su  yet  justice  requires  that  his  rrmrwry  be  not/or- 
gotten.  I  have  i  ot  ill  th  s  while  said  he  was  fauldess,  nor  am  I  unwilling 
to  use  for  liim  the  vords  vh  ch  Mr.  Calamy  had  in  his  funeral  sermon  for 
the  excellent  Earl  of  Warwick,  "It  must  beconfessed,  lest  I  should  prove 
a  flatterer,  he  had  hia  infirmities,  which  I  trust  Jesus  Christ  has  covered 
with  the  robe  of  his  righteousness:  my  prayer  to  God  is,  that  all  his  infirm- 
ities may  be  buried  in  the  grave  of  oblivion,  and  that  all  his  virtues  and 
graces  may  supervive;"  although  perhaps  there  were  no  infirmities  in  that 
noble  person,  which  Mr.  Calamy  counted  so. 

Nevertheless,  I  must  also  say,  that  if  the  anguish  of  his  publick  fatigues 
threw  Sir  "William  into  any  faults  of  passion,  they  were  hu\.faults  of  passion 
soon  recalled:  and  spots  being  soonest  seen  in  ei-min,  there  was  usually  the 
most  made  of  them  that  could  be,  by  those  that  were  least  yj-ee  themselves. 

After  all,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  been,  by  any  personal  obligations 
or  circumstances,  charmed  into  any  partiality  for  the  memory  of  this 
worthy  man;  but  I  do  here,  from  a  real  satisfaction  of  conscience  concern- 
ing him,  declare  to  all  the  world,  that  I  reckon  him  to  have  been  really  a 
very  worthy  man;  that  few  men  in  the  world,  rising  from  so  mean  an 
anginal  as  he,  would  have  acquitted  themselves  with  a  thousandth  part 
5f  his  capamty  or  integ^-ity;  that  he  left  unto  the  world  a  notable  example 
)f  a  disposition  to  do  good,  and  encountred  and  overcame  almost  invincible 
emptations  in  doing  it. 
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And  I  do  most  solemnly  profess,  tliat  I  have  most  conscientiously 
endeavoured  the  utmost  sincerity  and  veracity  of  a  Christian,  as  well  as 
an  historian,  in  the  history  which  I  have  now  given  of  him.  I  have  not 
written  of  Sir  William  Phipa,  aa  they  say  Xenophon  did  of  Cyrus,  Non 
ad  Historvx  Fidefirt,  sed  ad  Effigiem  veri  imperii:*  what  should  have  been, 
rather  than  what  really  was.  If  the  envy  of  his  few  enemies  be  not  now 
quiet,  I  must  freely  say  it,  that  for  many  weeks  before  he  died,  there  was 
not  one  man  among  his  persoTml  enemies  whom  he  would  not  readily  and 
chearfulSy  have  done  all  the  kind  offices  of  a  friend  unto:  wherefore, 
though  the  gentleman  in  England  that  once  published  a  vindication  of 
Sir  William  Phips  against  some  of  his  enemies,  chose  to  put  the  name  of 
publicans  upon  them,  they  must  in  this  be  counted  worse  than  the  Public- 
ans of  whom  our  Saviour  says,  "They  love  those  that  love  them," 

And  I  will  say  this  farther,  that  when  certain  persons  had  found  the 
sJcull  of  a  dead  man,  as  a  Greek  writer  of  epigrams  has  told  us,  they  all 
fell  a  weeping,  but  only  one  of  the  company,  who  laughed  and  flouted, 
and  through  an  unheard-of  cruelty,  threw  stones  at  it,  which  stones  won- 
derfully rebounded  back  upon  the  face  of  him  that  threw  them,  and 
miserably  wounded  him;  thus,  if  any  shall  be  so  unchristian— yea,  so 
inhumane — as  libellously  to  throw  stones  at  so  deserved  a  reputation  as  this 
gentleman  has  died  withal,  they  shall  see  a,jv£l  rebound  of  all  their  calumnies. 
But  the  name  of  Sir  William  Phips  will  be  heard  honourably  men- 
tioned in  the  trumpets  of  immortal  fame,  when  the  names  of  many  that 
antifathied  him  will  either  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion,  without  any 
sacer  vates\  to  preserve  them;  or  be  remembered,  but  like  that  of  Judas 
in  the  gospel,  or  Pilate  in  the  creed,  with  eternal  infamy. 

The  old  Persians  indeed,  according  to  the  report  of  Agathias,  exposed 
their  dead  friends  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beasts,  believing  that  if  they 
lay  long  unworried,  they  had  been  unworthy  persons;  but  all  attempts  of 
surviving  malice  to  demonstrate  in  that  way  the  worth  of  this  dead  gen- 
tleman, give  me  leave  to  rate  off  with  indignation. 

And  I  must  with  a  like  freedom  say,  that  great  was  the  fault  of  New- 
England  no  more  to  value  a  person  whose  opportunities  to  serve  all  their 
interests,  though  very  eminent,  yet  were  not  so  eminent  as  his  inclinations. 
If  this  whole  continent  carry  in  its  very  name  of  America  an  unaccount- 
able ingratitude  unto  that  brave  man  who  first  led  any  numbers  of  Euro- 
peans thither,  it  must  not  be  wondred  at,  if  now  and  then  a  particular 
country  in  that  continent  afford  some  instances  of  ingratitude:  but  I 
must  believe  that  the  ingratitude  of  many,  both  to  God  and  man,  foi 
such  Jienefits  as  that  country  of  New-England  enjoyed  from  a  governoui 
of  their  own,  by  whom  they  enjoyed,  great  quietness,  with  very  worthy  deedt 
dojie  unto  tliat  nation  by  his  providence,  was  that  which  hastned  the  remova 
of  such  a  benefactor  from  them. 
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However,  as  the  Cypriana  buried  their  friends  in  honet/,  to  whom  they 
gave  gall  when  they  were  born ;  thns  whatever  gall  might  be  given  to  this 
gentleman  while  he  livedj  I  hope  none  will  be  so  base  as  to  put  any  thing 
but  honey  into  their  language  of  him  now  after  his  decease.  And,  indeed, 
since  'tis  a  frei^uent  thing  among  men  to  wish  for  the  presence  of  our  friends, 
when  they  are  dead  and  gone,  whom,  while  they  were  present  with  us,  we 
undervalued;  there  is  no  way  for  na  to  fetch  back  our  Sir  William  Phipa, 
and  make  him  yet  living  with  us,  but  by  setting  up  a  statue  for  him,  aa 
'tis  done  in  these  pages,  that  may  out-laat  an  ordinary  monument. 

Such  was  the  original  design  of  erecting  siatue-s,  and  if  in  Venice  there 
were  at  once  no  less  than  an  hundred  and  sixty-two  marble,  and  twenty- 
three  brazen  statues,  erected  by  the  order,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  pub- 
lick,  in  honour  of  so  many  valiant  soldiers,  who  had  merited  well  of  that 
commonwealth,  I  am  sure  New-England  has  had  those  whose  merits  call 
for  as  good  an  acknowledgment;  and,  whatever  they  did  befoi-e,  it  will  be 
well,  if  after  Sir  William  Phips,  they  find  many  as  meritorious  as  he  to  be 
so  acknowledged. 

Now  I  cannot  my  self  provide  a  better  statue  for  this  memorable  per- 
son, than  the  words  uttered  on  the  occasion  of  his  death  in  a  very  great 
assembly,  by  a  person  of  so  diffused  and  embalmed  a  reputation  in  the 
church  of  God,  that  such  a  character  from  him  were  enough  to  immor- 
talize the  reputation  of  the  person  upon  whom  he  should  bestow  it. 

The  Grecians  employed  still  the  most  honourable  and  considerable  per- 
sons they  had  among  them,  to  make  a  funeral  oration  in  commendation 
of  soldiers  that  had  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  puhlick:  and 
when  Sir  William  Phips,  the  Captain -General  of  New-England,  who  had 
often  ventured  his  life  to  serve  the  publick,  did  expire,  that  reverend  per- 
son, who  was  the  president  of  the  only  University  then  in  the  English 
America,  preached  a  sermon  on  that  passage  of  the  Sacred  writ,  Isa,  Ivii. 
1:  "Merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  considering  that  the  righteous 
are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come ;"  and  it  gave  Sir  WilHam  Phips 
the  following  testimony: 

"This  provJDoe  ia  beheaded,  and  lyes  a  bleeding.  A  Guvehnour  is  taken  away,  wlio  was  a 
merciful  man;  iome  think  too  merciful;  and  if  so,  'tis  beat  erring  on  that  hand;  and  a  right- 
eous man;  who,  when  he  had  great  opportuniUes  of  gaining  by  injustice,  did  refuse  to  do  so. 

"He  was  a  known  friend  unto  the  best  interests  and  unto  the  Churches  of  Gwi:  not 
ashamed  of  owning  them.  No:  how  often  have  I  heard  him  expressing  his  desires  to  be  an 
instrument  of  good  unto  them!  He  was  a  isoalous  lover  of  his  country,  if  any  man  in  the 
worid  were  so:  he  exposed  himself  lo  serve  it;  he  ventored  his  lifeto  save  it;  in  thaUatTixts 
Nehemiah,  a  governour  that  "songht  Die  welfare  of  his  people." 

"He  was  one  who  did  not  seek  to  have  |he  government  oast  upon  him:  no,  but  instead 
thereof,  to  my  knowledge,  he  did  several  times  petition  the  King  that  this  people  might  always 
enjoy  the  'great  privilege  of  chuaing  thdr  own  governour;'  and  I  heard  him  express  his 
desires  that  it  might  be  so  to  seveml  of  the  chief  ministers  of  state  in  the  Court  of  England. 

"He  ia  now  dead,  and  not  capable  of  being'  flattered:  but  this  I  must  testiiie  concerning 
him,  that  though  by  the  providence  of  God  I  have  been  with  him  at  home  and  abroad,  neur 
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at  home  ntid  afar  off,  by  1ii.nd  and  by  sea,  J  necer  sow  Aim  do  any  eml  action,  or  heard  him 
speiA  any  thing  unhecomiiig  a  Christian. 

"  The  ciruumstnncea  of  Ma  death  seem  to  inymiite  the  anger  of  God,  in  that  he  waa  '  in 
the  midst  of  his  days'  removed;  and  I  linow  (though  feiv  did)  that  he  had  great  purposes  in 
his  heai't,  which  probably  would  have  tilien  effect,  if  he  had  lived  a  few  months  longer,  to 
the  great  advantage  of  this  province;  but  now  he  is  gone,  there  is  not  a  man  living  in  the 
world  eapacitat^d  for  those  undertakings;  New-England  knows  not  yet  what  they  have  lost!" 
The  recitation  of  a  testimony  so  great,  whether  for  the  author  or  the  mat- 
ter of  it,  has  now  made  a  statue  for  the  governour  of  New-England,  which 

Nee  poierii  Ferrwn,  nee  tdax  abaUre  vttuataa.* 

And  there  now  remains  nothing  more  for  me  to  do  about  it,  but  only 
to  recite  herewithal  a  well-known  story  related  by  Suidas,  That  an  envious 
man,  once  going  to  pull  down  a  statue  which  had  been  raised  unto  the 
memory  of  one  whom  he  maligned,  lie  only  got  this  by  it,  that  the  statue, 
falling,  knocked  out  his  brains. 

But  Poetry  as  well  as  Histo-ry  must  pay  its  dues  unto  him.  If  Cicero's 
poem,  intituled,  "Qnadng(e,"  wherein  he  did  with  a  poetical  chariot  extol  the 
exploits  of  Ctesar  in  Britain  to  the  very  skies,  were  now  extant  in  the  world, 
I  would  have  borrowed  some  Jlights  of  thai  at  least,  for  the  subject  now  to 
be  adorned.  But  instead  thereof,  let  the  reader  accept  the  ensuing  Elegy. 
DPOS    THE    DEATH    OF    SIR   WILLIAM    PHIPS,    KMT. 


And  lo  Monitlitv  u 


Tbfl  (error  of  oar  fbes,  Ibe  norld'a  rare  story. 
Btlgluid  will  boat  hlni  too,  wbose  liable  nibid 
Irapell'd  tty  Angels,  did  Iboae  treagures  And, 
Loiiff  In  Ihe  boltom  of  ths  oeeim  laid, 
WUeb  bar  tbrea  tanodred  ttaoiuuid  rictaer  nude. 
By  silver  jtl  ns'ar  oankerM,  nor  deHl'd 

Bluce  tUls  brigbt  FbmbuB  ilsltsd  our  Bhonr, 

TbiwB  vmlBb'^Kio;  hnrtsa'd  by  blgodj  aart, 

The  woUbb  FagniiB,  st  bis  dreaded  name. 
Tun'd,  ihmnli  before  bim,  Rod  bis  dogi  beoeine  1 
Fell  Miixas  and  fierce  Dockawandu  foil, 

Ply-blow  Ibe  deaA  pule  Envy :  let  him  not 

SVhUitAV  ever  did?)  exaposblol. 
11  !■  distort  Willi  an  Incbsnlod  eye. 
And  luHehtlt  «UI  make  whsl^  right  eUll  stand  swrr. 
Se  WB8— Ob  Ibat  it  »ss !— hit  fnvlU  we'll  tell, 
Such/imila  an  Ibese  we  Amio,  and  lii'd  tJiem  wbU. 

JuBt  to  au  Injury;  denying  none 
Tbeli  duec ;  bnt  H(^dniriv  olt  hla  own. 

Oond  lo  B  mlniots ;  reaotr'd  (o  dn 
Good  unto  all,  whether  tbay  would  or  no. 
TamBkeaagood,  great,  w&e,  and  all  things  else, 
He  wanted  but  the  giflafttirae^ta. 
On  btm,  vain  Xai,  thy  mlaobieft  cense  lo  throw ; 
Bad,  bnt  alone  In  tliit,  (be  Uati  were  so. 
'    Blont  to  a  prodigy ;  UtIk  trcpaiji 
To  send  baoli  Que5uok4inUeU  once  ag^n. 
Thander,  bta  moalck,  aweeler  than  Ibe  spbrres. 


And  Hercnlns'twelre  loiia  bntp/rosurM  mode. 

Not  pride  ;  Aj>Aer,  and  yet  not  prvader  grown, 
or  par^ona  full ;  ne'er  to  rtnettffe  ftl  all, 

True  lo  bis  mole ;  from  whom  though  often  flown, 

Write  him  not  eAildlesg^  whose  whole  people  wers 

Now  l«st  ungrateFul  bnuulB  we  should  Incur, 

To  Ei^aiid  often  blown,  uid  by  his  Prince 


Mines,  opening  unto  none  but  him,  now  stay 


And  Ifaoil,  rich  table,  wil^  Biidllla  lost, 

In  Ibe  IMr  Galeon,  on  onr  Spanlsb  coast. 

In  weight  time  Iboiuwid  and  three  hnndred  ponnd, 

But  of  pan  masoy  stM,  lye  lAam  not  fbund, 

6a^'ilnao.*<*>  Ud  nuder  the  sfrU  asleep, 

Who  leanisd  wbare  tbou  dcxt  imdw  valtr  fceep. 

But  Uho,  diltf  loser,  poor  Nmw^fiiruLAHii,  apinik 

Thy  dues  to  aunh  ■*  dfil  thy  welftre  aeek, 

The  goTeraour  Ibal  Towed  to  riii  tadfiUl 

WUh  Oik,  Ete  fate  ebows  tnXi  nineral. 

Wdls  now  Ms  epttaph,  twill  be  EiUiK  (mm, 

Both  Englaiida,  Slid  next  ngte,  lell  the  rert. 
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THE  NEW-ENGLISH  HISTORY: 


THE    LIVE  S 


MANY  REVKREND,  LEARNED,  AND  HOLY  DIVINES, 


BT  WHOSE  EVAKGELICAL  MINISTUY  THE  CfiUKOHES  01?  K.  ENGLAND  HAVE  BEEN  ILLUMINATED. 


BY    eOTTOK    MATBEB, 


[I  bear  witness  Uial  a  Chiialitm  here  reliitea  the  truth  conferntng  other  OhriWiuia.] 
TlarriDf  Kara  6ii>ir  iroXinutra^woJi.  'q  §iii(  mis  htcSvav  'u^eX.;.urorc!,  't^  iiroidy^n  j, 
dX>a  irai  irapak\naiit  iirapxiat  Jrpo;  dptriiv. — Sijaeott  Metaphrest.  in  Vilfl  ChrifsostDjia^ 

Hot  only  lixeiiiplara  of  virtue^  bai  rncenlivea  to  It.] 

["1  iim  Irunsported  nllh  a  dfsirs  (okd  yaur  fathers,  whom  I  have  cherished  nnd  b.vfd."] 
ClOKHO,  lie  SencMule. 


HARTFORD; 

31LAS    ANDEUS    &    SON. 


tyGoogle 


„Googlc 


INTROIltJCTION. 


WttAT  was  it  that  obliged  Jerom  to  write  hia  Ijook,  De  Viris  lUnslribas  ?*  It  was  tlie  com- 
mon Rproaeli  of  old  east  upon  the  Cliriatiana,  "Tliat  they  were  all  poor,  weak,  unlearned 
men."  The  sort  of  men  aometime  called  Puritans,  in  the  English  nation  have  been 
reproadied  with  the  same  character;  and  as  a  malignant  Stapletou  counted  the  terms  of  an 
ass,  find  sifool,  good  enough  to  treat  our  incomparahle  Wlutaker  Nc  less  basely  are  the 
best  of  Protestants  often  termed  and  thought,~by  tiie  men  who  know  no  ChtistiaDity  but 
.ceremony.  There  hatli  been  too  much  of  that  envy,  that  Sapienlwr  sis  Socraie,  Doclior 
Avguslimi,  Caiveniaraa  si  modd  dicare,  clam,  vel  proptHam,  mat.  Tarlarii,  Moscis,  AJHs, 
Turcisque  sicvimitil>us,jacebis  execratwr.^  A  wretchedness  often  seen  ra  English;  I  shall 
not  English  it.  This  is  one  thing  that  has  laid  me  under  obhgation  here  to  write  a  bookt 
De  Viris  lUustribus:  in  the  whole  whereof  I  will,  with  a  most  conscientious  and  religious 
regiii'd  of  truth,  save  our  history  from  any  share  in  that  old  complaint  of  Uelehior  Canus, 
Doknler  hx  dico,  mulUt  H  Lasrtio  sewrius  Vitas  Pkiloso^torum  scriptas  esse,  quAm  d  Chris- 
tianis,  Vaas  Chrts!iani>rum:l  the  lives  of  phitosophers  more  truly  written,  than  the  livis  of 
Chrislians. 

Reader,  behold  these  ea^ampte;  admire  and  follow  what  thon  dost  behold  exetivplaryin 
them.  They  are  oftered  unto  Ihe  publick,  with  the  intention  Bometimea  mentioned  by  Greg- 
ory: Vt  qui  Prmceptis  mm  accertdimw,  sallem  Exemplis  inciiemur;  atque  ac  Appeliiu  Recti- 
Ivdiim  nil  sibimens  nostra  di£kile  a  slimel,  qiiod  perfects  peragi  ab  aliis  iyide(:!j  (hat  patterns 
may  have  upon  ns  the  force  which  precepts  have  not. 

If  a  man  were  so  absurd  as  to  form  his  ideas  of  the  primitive  Christians  from  the  mon- 
strous accusations  of  Iheir  adversaries,  he  would  soon  perswade  himself,  that  their  Ood  was 
the  Deus  ChristiamoTim  Anonychii£S,\\  whose  image  was  erected  at  Rome.  And  if  a  man 
should  have  no  other  ideas  of  Wie  Puritan  Christians  in  our  days,  than  what  theJory-p_ens  of 
the  sons  of  Bolsecos  have  given  them,  we  would  think  that  it  was  a  just  thing  to  banjah 
tliem  into  the  cold  swamps  of  the  North-America.  But  when  truth  shall  have  liberty  to 
speak,  it  will  be  known,  that  Christianity  never  was  more  expressed  unto  the  life,  than  in 
the  lives  of  the  persons  that  have  been  thus  reproached  among  ihe  legions  of  the  accuser  of 
the  brethren.  It  speaks  in  the  ensuing  pages!  flere,  behold  them,  of  whom  the  world  was 
not  wortliy,  wandring  in  desarts! 

Arnobius  was  put  upofTftu  apology,  against  our  particular  calumny,  among  the  rest,  "Thiit 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Christians,  a  dog,  tyed  unto  tile  candlestick,  drew  away  the  light, 
whereupon  they  proceeded  unto  the  most  adulterous  confusions  in  the  world."    And  a  great 

•  Ooncocnine  IlluBlrlotis  Men. 

t  Tbough  you  are  wiser  thaa  BDcinlea,  morB  nuoMnpliebed  Itian  Augustine,  if  you  en  ool;  csUed  s  Calvinial, 
seciellj  or  openly,  jou  wLIL  aoon  be  more  execnblj  odious  than  Tarlnre,  MusrovlteB,  Moots,  &aA  hloody  Tutlia. 
t  r  cooteM  with  grief,  that  the  Lives  of  Philosophers  aie  writlEii  by  Laorllua  with  a  (ir  more  slriol  iflherenca 

i  So  that,  tt  not  influonosd  bj  pteoepW,  we  may  be  alfected  by  saunples,  and  that  in  out  seal  for  virtue  we 
mey  eileeni  DoUiiog  too  difficult  fOr  us  to  aehleve,  whlcli  has  ilreBdi  been  eiampliaed  by  olhers. 
1  The  God  without  claws. 
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man  in  his  wriljngs  does  affirm,  "I  have  heard  this  very  thin^,  told  more  than  once,  with  n* 
BmHil  confidence  uoneerning  the  Puritans." 

Reader,  thou  shalt  now  see  what  sort  of  men  they  were:  Zion  is  not  a  city  of  fools.  As 
Ignatius,  in  his  famous  epistles  to  the  Trdlians,  mentioning  their  pastor,  Poljbius,  reports 
him,  "A  man  of  so  good  and  Just  a  reputation,  that  tho  very  Atheists  did  stiuid  in  feiir  of 
him,"  I  hope  our  PoLYEiua,  will  afFord  many  deserving  such  a  character. 

It  was  mentioned  as  the  business  and  blessedness  of  John  Baptist,  "To  turn  the  heirts 
of  the  fathers  to  the  children."  After  a  deal  of  more  ado  about  the  sence  of  the  pas!;ige 
thus  translated,  I  contented  my  self  with  another  translation,  "  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  with  the  children ;"  because  I  find  the  preposition,  're<,  as  well  as  the  prtefix  3,  hi 
Mai.  iv.  6,  whence  the  passage  is  tuken,  to  be  rendred  iidth,  rather  than  to.  The  sence  there- 
fore I  took  to  be,  that  John  should  convert  both  dd  and  young.  But  further  thougiit  liii.th 
offered  unto  me  a  further  gloss  upon  it:  "t*  turn  the  hearts  of  the  lathers  to  iJie  children," 
is  to  turn  the  children  by  putting  the  hearts  of  the/niWs  into  them;  to  give  them  such  hearts 
as  were  in  Abraliara,  and  others  of  their  famous  and  faithful /a;Aers. 

Reader,  the  book  now  in  thy  hands  is  to  manage  the  design  of  a  John  Baptist,  and  convey 
(he  hearts  of  the/aiAers  unto  the  cftiliren. 

Archilocus  being  desirous  to  ^ve  prevailing  and  effectual  adviee  unto  Lycnmbes,  by  an 
elegant  Prompopnia,  brought  in  his  dead  father,  aa  giving  the  advice  he  was  now  writing, 
and  as  it  were  put  his  pen  into  his/o/fter's  hands.  Cicero  being  to  read  a  lecture  of  temper- 
ance and  modesty  unto  Clodin,  raised  up  her  father  Appius  Ciuus  from  the  grave,  and  in  his 
name  delivered  his  directions.  And  now  by  introducing  the  _^Aers  of  New^England,  with- 
out tlie  least  fiction,  or  figure  of  rhetorick,  I  hope  the  plain  history  of  thev  lives  will  he  a 
powerful  way  of  propounding  their  ftitiierly  counsels  to  Hieir  posterity.  A  stroke  with  the 
hand  of  a  dead  man,  has  before  now  been  a  remedy  for  a  malady  Dot  easily  remedied. 
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THE    THIRD    BOOK. 


DE    VIRIS    ILLUSTRIBUS. 

IN  FOUR  PARTS. 


THE    LIVES    OF    NEAR    FIFTY    DIVINES, 

COKSIDERAlilE  !N  THE  CIIUECIIES  OF  KEW-ENGLASD. 
Credunt  de  nohia  qua  non  prabantur,  el  jiBlant  inquiri,  ne  probenluT  non  esse,  sa<E  malant 


Haviks  entertained  my  readers  with  a  more  imperfect  catalogue  "Of 
many  persons  whose,  memories  deserve  to  be  embalmed  in  a  civil  history;" 
1  must  so  far  consider,  that  it  is  an  ecclesiastical  history  which  I  have  under- 
taken, as  to  hasten  unto  a  fuller  and  larger  account  of  thoso  persona  who 
have  been  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  that  fed  the  "flocks  in  the  wilder- 
ness;" and,  indeed,  New-England  having  been  iu  some  sort  an  ecclesias- 
tical country  above  any  in  this  world,  those  men  that  have  here  appeared 
most  considerable  in  an  ecclesiastical  capacity,  may  most  reasonably  chal- 
lenge the  most  consideration  in  our  history. 

Take  then  a  catalogue  of  New-England's  first  ministers,  who,  though 
they  did  not  generally  affect  the  exercise  of  church- government,  as  confined 
unto  classes,  yet  shall  give  me  leave  to  use  the  name  of  classes  in  my  mar- 
shalling of  them. 

'THE   FIRST   CLASSIS, 

It  shall  be  of  such  as  were  in  the  actual  exercise  of  their  ministry  when 
they  left  England,  and  were  the  instruments  of  bringing  the  gospel  into 
this  wilderness,  and  of  settling  churches  here  according  to  the  order  of 
the  gospel. 


OUIBIXT  D'llDn: 


,  ouK  FIRST  GOOD  MEN. 


10,  «  ChD 

11.  "  Thomm  Cobbet, 
IS.    "  Juhn  CoUon,  of 


snJ  Ibe  iMith  of  nhldi 


ogle 
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—  Johm,  of  FaiT^^a. 


»  Ja. 

oesN..J3e,o/A-£Micrr(. 

«  Tl 

omaa  Parker,  0/  JV™itrrB. 

gh  PeLere,  »/  Soicw. 

oma9Peteys,,VSnjr6r»^<i 

"  G 

«rgt,  Phillips,  tfjfa^rts^ 

■■  .f;;^ 

Philips,  0/  J)ti(S«. 
m  Pieraon,  uf  SoMlhajxv 

4,    "   Peter  PruddBn,  0/ J»iV»i-rf 

I(ev,,er,./p;»™uM. 

C.    "    Ezeklel  Rogers,  t/ flasJs. 

7.    "  NMhB 

lei  Rogers,  of  Ipiaich. 

aB.WO,  ^  Sr,«.l.. 

98  Shepnrd,  »f  Oixairiig 

0.    "  Zacha 

■j  Sjmma,  0/  C*«M^rfloB 

SkelUin,-/Si.i™. 

12.    "  Kalph 

SmiUi,  if  Plymmtth. 

Smilh,  0/  (ftfiertfslil 

lSloiie,./i/iii-VorJ. 

S.    "   Nii*o 

u8atreel,»/JVW-Jf™» 

mTh<™pB.n,4fB™Hl 

7.    "    Will 

niWolU«iD,»/.M»7W<* 

naolWamio/Vnt*.™ 

nWnrd,  o/ffBBiJrAJi. 

9.    «  John 

WaniBm,  p/  ff'iWsor. 

10.    " 

Weld,o/7tpiJwii. 

Wheelrighl,./Saiiriu 

TS.    "  Hmrj  WhtlflsM,  ./  G^Ofxrd. 

S.    "   aMBB 

olWhileit.K,»/Z^,». 

Behold,  one  sew/i  more  than  seven  decads  of  persons,  who,  being  devoted 
unto  the  sacred  miflistry  of  our  Lord,  were  the  first  that  enlightened  the 
dark  regions  of  America  with  their  ministry  I  Know,  reader,  that  it  wag 
by  a  particular  diversion  given  by  the  hand  of  Heaven  unto  the  intentions 
of  that  great  man,  Dr.  William  Amea,  that  we  don't  now  find  his  name 
among  the  iirst  in  the  catalogue  of  our  New-English  worthies.  One  of  the 
most  eminent  and  judicious  persons  that  ever  lived  in  this  world,  was 
intentionally  a  New-England  man,  though  not  eventttallt/,  when  iha.tprofound, 
that  sublime,  that  subtil,  that  irrefragable, — yea,  that  angelical  doctor,  was 
designing  to  transport  himself  into  New-England;  but  he  was  Lindred  by 
that  Providence  which  afterwards  permitted  his  widow,  his  children,  and 
his  library,  to  be  translated  hither.  And  now,  "our  fathers,  where  are 
they?  These  prophets,  have  they  lived  for  ever?"  'Twas  the  charge  of 
the  Almighty  to  other  Kings,  "Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
prophets  no  harm?''  But  the  King  of  Terrors,  pleading  an  exemption 
from  that  charge,  has  now  touched  every  one  of  these  holy  men ;  however, 
all  the  harm  it  has  done  unto  tbera,  has  been  to  carry  them  from  this  pres- 
ent evil  world  unto  the  "spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,"  I  may  now 
write  upon  all  these  old  ministers  of  New-England  the  epitaph  which  the 
apostle  hath  left  upon  the  priests  of  the  Old  Testament,  "These  were  not 
suffered  to  continue",  by  reason  of  death ;"  adding  the  clause  which  he  hath 
left  upon  the  patriarchs  of  that  Testament,  "These  all  died  in  faith." 
Wherefore  we  pass  on  to 

THE   SECOND   CLASSIS. 

It  shall  be  of  young  scholars,  whose  education  for  their  designed  ministry 
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Eot  being  finished,  yet  came  over  from  England  with  their  friends,  and 
had.  their  education  perfected  in  this  eountry,  before  the  College  was  come 
UEto  maturity  enough  to  bestow  its  laurels. 

1.  Mv.  Samul  Arnold,  of  Mn^sifictd, 


t.  John 

H]EginBon,iy  Sai™. 

-  Hough,  y  Reading. 

Ruge 

l<!ewtun,<,fjailf^^. 

Thomaa  Thachtr,  0/  Bsstm, 

John 

Woodbrlciga,  of  .Vcaberry. 

^  Of  these  two  sevens,  almost  all  are  gone,  where  to  be  is,  iyfar,  tJie  best  of 
all.  But  these  were  not  come  to  au  age  for  service  to  the  church  of  God, 
before  the  wisdom,  and  prudence  of  the  New-Englaoders  did  remarkably 
Bignifie  it  self^  in  the  founding  of  a  college,  from  whence  the  most  of 
their  congregations  were  afterwards  supplied;  "a  river,  the  streams  whereof 
made  glad  the  city  of  God."  From  that  hour  Old  England  had  more  min- 
isters from  New,  than  our  New-England  had  since  theii  irom  Old;  never- 
theless after  a  cessation  of  ministers  condng  hither  from  Europe,  for  twenty 
years  together,  we  had  another  set  of  tliem,  "coming  over  to  help  us;" 
wherefore  take  yet  the  names  of  two  sevens  more. 
We  will  now  proceed  unto 

THE  THIED  CLA8SIS. 

It  shall  be  of  such  ministers  as  came  over  to  New-England  after  the 

re- establishment  of  the  ^j'scopal-church-government  in  England,  and  the 

perseewfi'oKwhichthenhurricanoed  such  as  were  n  on- confer  mists  unto  that 

establishment. 


It  is  well  known  that,  quickly  afl^r  the  revival  of  the  En^l  1  Hiei 
archy,  those  whose  consciences  did  not  allow  them  to  worsh  [  do  1  1 
some  ways  and  modes  then  by  law  estaUished,  were  pursued  with  a  violence 
which  douhtlesa  many  thousands  of  those  whom  the  Church  of  England, 
in  its  national  constitution,  acknowledges  for  her  sons,  were  to  fai  from 
approving  or  assisting,  that  they  abhorred  it.  What  spirit  acted  the  piitv 
that  raised  this  persecution,  one  may  gitess  from  a  passage  which  I  find  m 
a  book  of  Mr.  Giles  Firmius.  A  lady  assured  him  that  she,  signifying  unto 
a  parliament-man  her  dislike  of  the  "act  of  uniformity,"  when  they  were 
about  it,  and  saying,  "I  see  you  are  laying  a  snare  in  the  gate,"  he  replied, 
"Ay,  if  we  can  find  any  way  to  catch  the  rogues,  we  will  have  themi" 
It  is  well  known  that  near  five-and-twenty  hundred  faithful  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  were  now  silenced  in  one  black  day,  because  they  could  not  com- 
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ply  -with,  some  tiinga,  by  themselves  counted  sinful,  but  by  the  imposera 
confessed  indifferent.  And  it  is  affirmed  that,  by  a  modest  calculation,  this 
persecutiou  procured  the  untimely  death  of  l/iree  thousand  non-conformiata, 
and  the  ruine  of  t/ireescore  tkotisand  farmlies,  within  five-and-twenty  years. 
Many  retired  into  New-England,  that  they  might  have  a  little  rest  at  luion, 
■with  the  flocks  of  our  Lord  in  this  wilderness;  but  setting  aside  some 
eminent  persons  of  a  New-English  original,  which  were  driven  back  out 
of  Europe  into  their  own  country  again,  by  that  storm,  these  few  were 
the  most  of  the  ministers,  that  lied  hither  from  it.  I  will  not  presume  to' 
give  the  reasons  why  no  tiuire;  but  observing  a  glorious  providence  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  moving  the  stars  to  shine  where  they  were  most 
wanted,  I  will  conclude,  lamenting  the  disaster  of  New-England,  in  the 
interruption  which  a  particular  providence  of  Heaven  gave  unto  the 
designs  of  that  incomparable  person  Dr.  John  Owen,  who  had  gone  so  far 
as  to  ship  him  self,  with  intents  to  have  taken  this  country  in  his  way  to 
his  eternal  rest :  it  must  have  been  our  singular  advantage  and  ornament, 
if  we  had  thus  enjoyed  among  us  one  of  the  greatest  Ttien  that  this  last 
age  produced, 

REMARKS, 


I.  All,  or  most,  of  the  ministers  that  make  up  our  two  first  classes,  came 
over  from  England  within  the  two  first  lustres  of  years,  after  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  country.  After  the  year  16iO,  that  part  of  the  Church  of 
England  which  took  up  arms  in  the  old  cause  of  the  "long  Parliament," 
and  which,  among  all  its  parliament-men — commanders,  lord -lieutenants, 
major-generals,  and  sea-captains — had  scarce  any  but  conformists;  I  say, 
that  part  of  the  Church  of  England,  knowing  the  Puritans  to  be  generally 
inclinable  unto  those  principles  of  such  writers  as  Bilson  and  Hooker, 
whereupon  the  Parliament  then  acted ;  and  seeing  them  to  be  generally 
of  the  truest  English  spirit,  for  the  preservation  of  the  English  liberties 
and  properties,  for  which  the  Parliament  then  declared,  (although  there 
were  some  non-conformists  in  the  King's  army  also:)  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  have  the  assistance  of  that  considerable  people.  Whereupon  ensued 
such  a  change  of  times,  that  instead  of  Old  England's  driving  its  best  people 
into  New,  it  was  it  self  turned  into  New.  The  body  of  the  Parliament  and 
its  friends,  which  were  conformists  in  the  beginning  of  that  miserable  waf, 
before  the  war  was  ended,  became  such  as  those  old  n  on -conformists,  whose 
union  with  them  in  political  interests  produced  an  union  in  religious.  The 
Eomanieing  Laudians  miscarried  in  their  enterprise ;  the  Anglicane  church 
could  not  be  carried  over  to  the  Gallicane,  This  was  not  the  first  instance 
of  a  shipwreck  befalling  a  vessel  bound  for  Eome;  nor  will  it  be  the  last: 
a  vessel  bound  such  a  voyage  must  be  shipwrecked,  though  St.  Paul 
himself  were  aboard. 
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II.  The  occasion  upon  wbiclt  these  excellent  ministera  retired  into  an 
horrid  wilderness  of  America,  and  encountred  the  dismal  hardships  of  such 
a  wilderness,  was  the  violent  pecseciitioji  wherewith  a  prevaihng  party  in 
the  Church  of  England  harassed  them.  In  their  own  land  they  were 
hereby  deprived,  not  only  of  their  livings,  but  also  of  their  liberty  to  exer- 
cise their  ministry,  which  was  dearer  to  them  than  their  hvinga— yea,  than 
their  very  lives:  and  they  were  exposed  unto  extreme  sufferings,  because 
they  conscientiously  dissented  from  the  use  of  some  things  in  the  worship 
of  God,  which  they  accounted  sins.  But  I  leave  it  unto  the  consideration 
of  mankind,  viiiether  this  Jbrbidding  of  such  men  to  do  their  duty,  were  no 
ingredient  of  that  iniquity  which,  immediately  upon  the  departure  of  these 
good  men  brought  upon  Great  Britain,  and  especially  upon  the  greatest 
authors  of  this  persecution,  "  a  wrath  unto  the  uttermost,"  in  the  ensuing 
desolations.  All  that  I  shall  add  upon  it  is,  that  I  remember  the  prophet, 
speaking  of  what  had  been  done  of  old  by  the  Assyrians  to  the  land  of 
the  Chaidscans,  uses  an  expression  which  we  translate,  in  laa.  xxiii.  12: 
"He  brought  it  unto  mine:"  but  there  is  a  Punic  word,  Mapatra,  which 
old  Festus  (and  Servius)  affirm  to  signiEy  cottages ;  according  to  Philar- 
gyrius,  it  signifies,  Casus  in  ^remohabitantium:*  now  that  is  the  very  word 
here  used,  nSfla  f  and  the  condition  of  cottagers  in  a  wilderness  is  meant  by 
Ike  ruine  there  spoken  of.  Truly,  such  was  the  ruine  which  the  ceremoni- 
ous persecutors  then  brought  upon  the  moat  conscientious  non-conformists 
unto  their  unscriptural  ceremonies.  But  as  the  "kingdom  of  darkness" 
uses  to  he  always  at  length  overthrown  by  its  own  policy,  so  will  be  at 
last  found  no  advantage  unto  that  party  in  the  Church  of  England,  that  the 
orcfo-sandtwfiojwof  the  churches  by  them  thus  produced,  become  an  history. 

III,  These  ministers  of  the  gospel,  which  were  {without  any  odious  com- 
parison) as  faithful,  painful,  useful  ministers  as  most  in  the  nation,  being 
thus  exiled  from  a  sinful  nation,  there  were  not  known  to  be  left  so  many 
no n -conformist  ministers  as  there  were  counties  in  England :  and  yet  they 
were  quickly  so  multiplied,  that  a  matter  of  twenty  years  after,  there 
could  be  found  far  more  than  twenty  hundred,  that  were  so  grounded  in 
their  no n -conformity,  as  to  undergo  the  loss  of  all  things,  rather  than 
make  shipwreck  of  it.  When  Antioehuscommandedall  the  6ooJa  of  sacred 
Scripture  to  be  burnt,  they  were  not  only  preserved,  but  presently  after 
they  appeared  out  of  their  hidden  places,  being  translated  into  the  Greek 
tongue,  and  carried  abroad  unto  many  other  patrons.  It  was  now  thought 
there  was  effectual  care  taken  to  destroy  all  those  men  that  made  these  books 
the  only  rule  of  their  devotions;  hnt^  behold,  they  presently  appeared  in 
greater  numbers,  and  many  other  nations  began  to  be  illuminated  by  them. 

lY.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  ministers  who  then  visited  these  regions,  were 
either  attended  or  followed  with  a  number  of  pious  people,  who  had  lived 
within  the  reach  of  their  ministry  in  England.     These,  who  were  now  also 

*  CoUi^^  ot  dvfilZara  In  tbe  wUderDess.  t  nosort  lodgn^ 
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become  generally  n on- conformists,  having  found  the  powerful  i 
of  those  good  men's  ministry  upon  their  souls,  continued  their  sincere 
affections  unto  that  ministry,  and  were  willing  to  accompany  it  unto  those 
utmost  "ends  of  the  earth."  Indeed,  the  ministers  of  New-England  have 
this  always  to  recommend  them  unto  a  good  regard  with  the  Crown  of 
England,  that  the  most  flourishing  plantation  in  all  the  American  dominions 
of  that  crown,  is  more  owing  to  ihem  than  to  any  sort  of  men  whatsoever. 

V.  SoMie  of  the  ministers,  and  many  of  the  gentlemen  that  came  over  with 
the  ministers,  were  persons  of  considerable  estates;  who  therewith  chari- 
tably brought  over  msxij  poiyr  families  of  godly  people,  that  were  not  of 
themselves  able  to  bear  the  charges  of  their  transportation ;  and  they  were 
generally  careful  also  to  bring  over  none  but  godly  servants  in  their  own 
families,  who  afterwards,  by  God's  blessing  on  their  industry,  have  arrived, 
many  of  them,  unto  such  plentiful  estates,  that  they  have  had  occasion  to 
think  of  the  advice  which  a  famous  person  gave  in  a  public  sermon  at  their 
first  coming  over:  "You  (said  he)  that  are  servants,  mark  what  I  say:  I 
desire  and  exhort  you  to  be  kind  a  while  hence  unto  your  master's  chil- 
dren. It  won't  be  long  before  you.  that  came  with  nothing  into  the  country, 
will  he  rich  men,  when  your  masters,  having  buried  their  rich  estates  in  the 
country,  will  go  near  to  leave  their  families  in  a  mean  condition;  where- 
fore, when  it  shall  be  well  with  you,  I  charge  you  to  remember  them," 

VL  The  ministers  and  Christians  by  whom  New-England  was  first 
planted,  were  a  chosen  company  of  men;  picked  out  of,  perhaps,  all  the 
counties  in  England,  and  this  by  no  human  contrivance,  but  by  a  strange 
work  of  God  upon  the  spirits  of  men  that  were,  no  ways,  acquainted  with 
one  another,  inspiring  them,  as  one  man,  to  secede  into  a  wilderness,  they 
knew  not  where,  and  suffer  in  that  wilderness,  they  knew  not  what.  It 
was  a  reasonable  expression  once  used  by  that  eminent  person,  the  pre- 
sent lieutenant-go vernour  of  New-England  in  a  very  great  assembly,  "  Giod 
sifted  three  nations,  that  he  might  bring  choice'  grain  into  this  wilderness." 

VII.  The  design  of  these  refugees,  thus  carried  into  the  wilderness,  was, 
that  they  might  there  "sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  their  God:"  it  was,  that 
they  might  maintain  the  power  of  godliness  and  practise  the  evangelical  wor- 
ship of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  without  any  human. 
innovations  and  impositions:  defended  by  charters,  which  at  once  gave 
them  so  far  the  protection  of  their  King,  and  the  election  of  so  many  of 
their  subordinate  rulers  under  him,  as  might  secure  them  the  undisturbed 
enjoyment  of  the  church-order  established  amongst  them,  I  shall  but 
repeat  the  words  once  used  in  a  sermon  preached  unto  the  general  court 
of  the  Massachuset-colony,  at  one  of  their  anniversary  elections: 

"The  question  was  often  put  unto  our  predecessors,  'What  went  ye  out  into  the  wildor- 
resa  tt)  see!'  And  the  answer  to  it  is  not  only  too  excellent,  but  also  too  iiolorious,  to  he 
disssmtled.  I*t  all  mankind  know,  that  we  came  into  the  wilderness,  because  wo  would 
worship  God  without  that  Ejnscopacy,  that  cowmoii^-prayer,  and  those  unwarrantable  ceremo- 
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nies,  with  which  flie  'land  of  our  forefatiiers'  sepukhrea'  has  been  defiled;  we  cmne  hither 
Ijeciiuse  we  would  hu.ve  our  posterity  settled  nnder  the  pure  and  full  dispensaiiona  of  tlio 
gospel;  defended  by  rulers  that  should  be  of  our  selves." 

VIII,  None  of  the  least  concerns  tliat  lay  upon  the  spirits  of  these  reform- 
ers, was  the  condition  of  their  posterity:  for  which  cause,  in  the  iirat  con- 
stitution of  their  churches,  thoy  did  more  generally  with  more  or  less 
ea^ressiveness  take  in  their  children,  as  under  the  churcbwatch  with  them- 
selves. They  also  did  betimes  endeavour  the  erection  of  a  College,  for 
the  training  up  of  a  successive  ministry  in  the  country;  but  because  it 
was  likely  to  be  some  while  before  a  considerable  supply  could  be  expected 
from  the  college,  therefore  they  took  notice  of  the  younger,  hopeful  schol- 
ars, who  came  over  with  their  friends  from  England,  and  assisted  their 
liberal  education;  whereby  being  fitted  for  the  service  of  the  churches, 
they  were  in  an  orderly  manner  called  forth  to  that  service.  Of  these  we 
have  given  you  a  number;  whereof,  I  think,  all  but  one  or  two  are  now 
gone  unto  their  fathers. 

IX.  Of  these  ministers,  there  were  some  few,  suppose  ten  or  a  dozen, 
that  after  divers  years  returned  into  England,  where  they  were  eminently 
serviceable  unto  their  generation;  but  by  far  the  biggest  part  of  them 
continued  in  this  country,  "serving  their  generation  by  the  will  of  God." 
Moreover,  I  find  near  half  of  them  signally  blessed  with  sons,  who  did 
work  for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel ;  yea,  some 
of  them — as  Mr,  Chancy,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Mather— had  (though 
not  like  R.  Jose,  a  wise  man  among  the  Jews,  of  whom  they  report  that 
he  had  eight  song,  who  were  also  celebrated  for  wise  men  among  them; 
yet)  not  less  than^w?-  or  Jive  sons  a  piece  thus  employed:  and  though  Mr, 
Parker,  living  always.s.  single-man,  had  no  children,  yet  he  was  instru- 
mental to  bring  up  no  less  than  twelve  useful  ministers.  Among  the  Jews, 
they  that  have  been  instructed  by  another,  are  called  the  sons  of  their 
instructor.  We  read,  "These  are  the  generations  of  Aaron  and  Moses;" 
when  we  find  none  but  the  sons  of  Aaron  in  the  enumerated  generations. 
But  in  the  Talmud,  it  is  thus  expounded,  Ifos  Aaron  genuit,  Moses  vero 
docuit,  ideoque  ^vs  nomine  censentur.*  (Thus  the  sons  of  Merob  are  called 
the  sons  of  Michael,  as  the  Talmud  judges,  because  by  her  educated.)  And 
on  this  account  no  less  than  twelve  were  the  sons  of  Mr,  Parker.  I  may 
add,  that  some  of  our  ministers,  having  their  sons  comfortably  settled, 
at  or  near  the  place  of  their  own  ministry,  the  people  have  thereby  seen  & 
comfortable  succession  in  the  affairs  of  Christianity;  thus,  the  writer  of 
this  history  hath,  he  knows  not  how  often,  seen  it;  that  his  grandfaOier 
baptized  the  grand-parent,  ]\ia  father  baptized  the^areni,  and  he  himself  has 
baptized  the  children  in  the  same  femily. 

X.  In  the  beginning  of  the  country,  the  ministers  had  their  frequent 
meetings,  which  were  most  usually  after  their  publick   and  weekly  or 

*  Theea  wiTs  bs^l(«n  by  Ajuun,  but  educeted  by  ATobh,  and  Ifaererore  bear  Lbe  name  or  tlje  EaUer. 
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monthly  lectaires,  wherein  they  consulted  for  the  welfare  of  their  churches ; 
nor  bad  they  ordinarily  any  difficulty  in  their  churches,  which  were  not 
in  these  meetings  offered  unto  consideration,  for  their  mutual  direction 
and  assistance;  and  these  meetings  are  maintained  unto  this  dtiy.  The  pri- 
vate Christians  also  had  their  private  meetings,  wherein  they  would  seek 
the  face,  and  sing  the  praise  of  God;  and  confer  upon  some  questions  of 
practical  religion,  for  their  mutual  edification.  And  the  country  still  is 
iuH  of  those  little  meetings ;  yet  they  have  now  mostly  left  off  one  c 
stance,  which  in  those  omi primitive  times  was  much  maintained;  i 
their  concluding  of  their  more  sacred  exercises  with  suppers;  whereof,  I 
sincerely  think,  I  cannot  give  a  better  account  than  TertuUian  gives  of  the 
suppers  among  the  faithful,  in  his  more  primitive  times:  "Therein  their 
spiritual  gains  countervailed  their  worldly  costs;  they  remembered  the 
poor,  they  ever  began  with  prayer  [and  other  devotions] ;  in  eating  and 
drinking  they  relieved  hunger,  but  showed  no  excess.  In  feeding  at  sup- 
per, they  remembered  they  were  to  pray  in  the  night.  In  their  discourse, 
they  considered  that  God  heard  them;  and  when  they  departed,  their 
behaviour  was  so  religious  and  modest,  that  one  would  have  thought  we 
had  rather  been  at  a  sermon  than  at  a  supper."  Our  private  meetings  of 
good  people  to  pray  and  praise  God,  and  hear  sermons,  either  preached 
perhaps  by  the  younger  candidates  for  the  ministry,  (who  here  use  to  form 
themselves,  at  their  entrance  into  their  work,)  or  else  repeated  by  exact 
writers  of  short  hand  after  their  pastors;  and  sometimes  to  spend  whole 
days  in  fasting  and  prayer,  especially  when  atiy  of  the  neighbourhood  are 
iu  afliction,  or  when  the  communion  of  the  Lord's  table  is  approaching; 
those  do  still  abound  among  us;  but  the  meals  that  made  meatings  of  them, 
are  generally  laid  aside.  I  suppose  'twas  with  some  eye  to  whatiie  had 
seen  in  this  country,  that  Mr,  Pirmin  has  given  this  report,  in  a  book 
printed  1681: 

"Plain  mechaniuks  hare  1  known,  well  eatechised,  iind  humble  Christians,  excellent  in 
practiual  piety:  they  kept  their  station,  did  not  iispiie  to  be  preachers,  but  for  ^fts  of  prayer, 
few  clergy-men  must  come  near  them.  I  have  known  seme  of  them,  when  they  did  keep 
their  &sts,  (as  they  did  oflen,)they  divided  the  work  of  prayer;  the  first  begun  with  confes- 
sion; the  second  went  on  with  jje(i(ion  for  themselves;  tiie  third  wilh  petition  for  chureh  and 
kingdom;  Uie  fourth  witii  th^ksgiving ;  every  one  kept  his  own  part,  and  did  not  meddle 
witi  another  part.  Such  excellent  matter,  so  compacted  without  tautologies;  each  of  then; 
for  a  good  time,  about  an  hour,  if  not  more,  a  piece;  to  the  wondering  of  those  which  joinec 
with  tliem.  Here  was  no  reading  of  liturgies:  these  wei'c  old  Jacob's  sons,  they  couU 
wrestle  and  prevMl  with  God." 

XI.  Besides  the  ministers  enumerated  in  the  three  classes  of  our  cata 
logue,  there  might  a  fourth  class  be  offered,  under  the  name  of  anomalie 
of  New- England.  There  have  at  several  times  arrived  in  this  countr 
more  than  a  score  of  ministers  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  who  provei 
either  so  errcmeous  in  their  principles,  or  so  scandalous  in  their  practices 
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or  SO  disagreeable  to  the  church  order  for  which  the  country  was  planted, 
that  I  cannot  well  croud  them  into  the  company  of  our  wort/ms: 


And,  indeed,  I  had  rather  my  Church  History  should  speak  noHiing^  than 
Bpeak  not  well  of  them  that  might  else  be  mentioned  in  it:  being  entirely 
of  Plutarch's  mind,  that  it  is  better  it  should  never  be  said  there  was  such 
a  man  as  Plutarch  at  all,  than  to  have  it  said,  that  he  was  not  an  honest 
and  a  worthy  man.  I  confess,  there  were  some  of  those  persons  whose 
names  deserve  to  live  in  our  book  for  their  pielt/,  although  their  pnrtieular 
opinions  were  such  as  to  be  disstrviceable  unto  the  declared  and  supposed 
interests  of  our  churches.  Of  these  there  were  some  godly  Anabaptists; 
as  namely,  Mr.  Hanserd  Knollys,  (whom  one  of  his  adversaries  called 
Absurd  Knowhss^  of  Dover,  who  afterwards  removing  hack  to  London, 
lately  died  there,  a  good  man,  in  a  good  old  age.  And  Mr.  Miles,  of 
Swansey,  who  afterwards  came  to  Boston,  and  is  now  gone  to  his  rest. 
Both  of  these  have  a  respectful  character  in  the  churches  of  this  wilder- 
iiess.  There  were  also  some  godly-EpiscopaUansf  among  whom  has  been 
commonly  reckoned  Mr.  Blackstone,  who,  by  happening  to  sleep  first  in 
an  hovelj  upon  a  point  of  land  there,  laid  claim  to  all  the  ground  where- 
upon there  now  stands  the  metropolis  of  the  whole  English  America,  until 
the  inhabitants  gave  him  satisfiiction.  This  man  was,  indeed,  of  a  partic- 
ular humour,  and  he  would  n^ever  join  himself  to  any  of  our  churches, 
giving  this  reason  for  it:  "I  came, from  England,  because  I. did' not  like 
i\ielordr-hishops;  but  I  can't  join  with  you,  because  I  would  not  be  under  the 
hrd-bretliren."  There  were  some  likewise  that  fell  into  gross  miscarriages, 
and  the  hunter  of  souls  having  stuck  fh^. darts  of  some  extreme  disorder 
into  those  poor  hearts,  the  whole  flock  pushed  them  out  of  their  society. 
Of  these,  though  there  were  some  so  recovered  that  they  became  true 
penitents;  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  wounds  which  they  received  by  their  faUs 
were  not  in  all  regards  thoroughly  cured,  I  will  choose  rather  to  forbear 
their  names,  than  write  them  witli  any  biota  upon  them.  For  the  same 
jause,  though  I  have  his  name  in  our  catalogue,  yet  I  will  not  say  which 
if  them  it  was  that  for  a  while  became  a  Seeker,  and- almost  a  Quaker, 
ind  seduced  a  great  part  of  his  poor  people  into  his  bewildring  errors;  at 
ast  the  grace  of  God  recovered  this  gentleman  out  of  his  errors,  and  he 
lecame  a  very  good  and  sound  man,  after  his  recovery:  hut,  alasl  it  was 
,  perpetual  sting  unto  his  penitent  souZ,  that  he  could  not  now  reduce  his 
I'audring  flock,  which  he  had  himself  seduced  into  the  most  unhappy 
berrations.  They  wandred  on  obstinately  still  in  their  errors;  and  being 
rrecoverable,  he  was  forced  thereby  unto  a  removal  from  them,  talcing 
he  charge  of  a  more  orthodox  flock,  upon  Long-Island. 
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Nor  know  I  where  better  than  among  these  anrnnalies,  to  mention  one 
Mr,  Lenthal,  whom  I  And  a  minister  at  "Weymouth,  about  the  year  1637. 

He  had  been  one  of  good  report  and  repute  in  England;  whereas,  here, 
he  not  only  had  imbibed  some  Antmomian  weaknesses,  from  whence  he  was 
by  conference  with  Mr.  Cotton  soon  recovered-  but  also  he  set  himself  to 
oppose  the  way  of  gathering  churches.  Many  of  the  common  people  eagerly 
fell  ill  with  him,  to  set  up  a  church  state,  wherein  all  ,the  baptized  might  be 
communicants,  without  any  further  trial  of  them ;  for  which  end  many 
hands  were  procured  unto  an  instrument,  wherein  they  would  have  declared 
against  the  New-England  design  of  church-reformation ;  and  would  have 
invited  Mr.  Lenthal  to  be  their  pastor,  in  opposition  thereunto. 

Mr.  Lenthal,  upon  the  discourses  of  the  magistrates  and  ministers  before 
the  General  Court,  who  quickly  checked  these  disturbances  by  sending 
for  him,  as  quickly  was  convinced  of  his  error  and  evil,  in  thus  disturbing 
the  good  order  of  the  country.  His  conviction  was  followed  with  his  con- 
fession; and  in  open  court  he  gave  under  his  hand  a  laudable  retractation; 
which  retractation  he  was  ordered  also  to  utter  in  the  assembly  at  Wey- 
mouth, and  so  no  further  censure  was  passed  upon  him. 

In  Four  Parts  we  will  now  pursue  the  design  before  us. 
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MEMOIRS  EELATING  TO  THE  LIVES 

OF    TH£   EVER.-MEjaOttABLE 

MB.  JOHN  COTTOPr,  WHO  DIED  U  B.  10  M.  16Hl 
MB.  JOH'n  NORTOH,  \VU0  DIEM  5  D.  3  M.  1663; 
MR.  JOHN  ^VUiSUN,  WUO  DIED  7  D.  6  M.  1667; 
MR,  JOHN  DAVENPORT,  ¥110  DIED  U  D.  1  M.  1670; 

BR.  THOMAS  HOOKER,  WHO  DIED  7  D.  S  M.  1647, 

Pflsior  0/  III,  Ch„rrA  al  Hartfm-d,  MwF.^gla<^ 

PRESERVED    BY   COTTON    MATHER. 

THE  FIRST  PART. 

Forte  nimis  Videor  Laades  Cantare  Meoboh; 
Forte  nimis  cinnes  Videor  celeirare  repostos; 
Nen  iia  me  Facilem  Sine  Vero  Creditc  .'t 

TO    THE    REaDEn, 

That  little  part  of  the  earth  which  this  nge  has  known  hy  the  name  of  New-England,  lias 
been  an  objett  of  very  signal  both_/roums  n,nd/!iii(it(rs  of  Heaven.  Besides  those  "  stars  of 
the  first  magnitude,"  which  did  sometimes  shine,  and  at  lust  sel  in  this  horizon,  there  have 
hcen  several  men  of  renown,  who  were  preparing  and  fully  resolved  to  transport  theraseives 
hither,  bud  not  the  Lord  seen  us  unworthy  of  more  such  mercies.  It  is  still  fresh  in  the 
memoiy  of  many  yet  living,  that  that  great  man,  Dr.  John  Owen,  had  given  order  for  his 
passage  i]i  n  veasel  bound  for  Boston;  being  invited  to  succeed  the  other  famous  Johns,  who 
had  been  burning  and  shining  lights  in  tLit  which  was  the  first  candlestick  set  up  in  iJiis 
populous  town:  hut  a  special  providence  diverted  hira.  Long  before  that.  Dr.  Ames  (whose 
family  and  whose  Hbrary  New-En^and  hasJuB!)  was,  npon  the  wing  for  this  American 
desart:  but  God  then  took  him  to  the  heavenly  Canaan.  Whether  he  left  his  fellow  upon 
earth  I  know  not:  such  itcnteness  of  Jvdgment,  and  affectionate  seal,  as  he  excelled  in,  sel- 
dom does  meet  together  in  ^e  same  person.  I  have  often  thought  of  Mr.  Paul  Bayne,  his 
farewol  words  to  Dr.  Ames,  when  going  for  Holland;  Mr.  Bayne  perceiving  him  to  be  a  man 
of  extruoi-dinary  parts,  "Beware  (siudhe)  of  a  strong  hend  and  a  cold  heart."  It  is  rare  for 
a  scholastical  mt  to  be  joined  wltJi  an  heart  warm  m  religion:  but  in  him  it  was  so.  He  has 
sometimes  said  tliat  he  could  be  willing  to  walk  twelve  miles  on  his  feet,  on  condition  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  preach  a  sermon:  and  he  seldom  did  preach  a  sermon  without 
tears.  When  he  lay  on  his  death-bed,  he  had  such  tastes  of  the  "  flrst-fraits  of  glory,"  as  that 
n  learned  physitian  (who  was  a  Papist)  wondring,  said,  Num  Proleslanles  sic  sotent  mori: 
•  JoTin  Bsplist  iQ  me  wlldrnioas. 
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(is  the  latter  end  of  Protestiints  like  this  man's!)  But  although  some  excellent  persona  have 
by  a  divine  hand  been  Itept  from  coming  into  these  "  endis  of  tJie  earth,"  jet  there  have  been 
Others  who,  whilst  living,  made  this  land  (which  before  thdr  arrival  was  an  hell  of  darkness) 
to  be  a  ptaue  full  of  light  and  glory;  iuuongst  whom  the  cliampions  wiiose  lives  are  here 
described  ai'e  worthy  to  be  reciioned  as  those  that  have  attained  to  (he  first  iliree. 

There  are  many  who  have  (Mid  some  to  good  purpose)  endeavoured  to  collect  the  raerao- 
rable  puasog^s  that  have  occurred  in  the  lites  of  eminent  men,  by  means  whereof  posterity 
hua  had  the  knowledge  of  them.  Hierom  of  old,  wrote  De  Viris  lUustribus:  the  like  has 
been  done  by  Gennadius,  Bpiphanius,  Isidore,  Prochorus,  and  other  ancient  authors.  Of 
later  times,  Schopfius,  his  Academia  Christi;  Mearsius,  his  AtheTia:  Batava:;  Verheiden,  his 
Elogia  Theologormn,  Melchier  Adams,  Lives  <^  Modern  Divines,  have  preserved  the  memo- 
ries of  aome  that  did  worthily,  and  were  in  their  day  famous.  There  are  two  learned  men 
who  have  verv  kt-ely  engaged  in  a  service  of  this  nature,  viz :  Paulus  Freherus,  who  hns 
published  two  volumes  in  folio,  with  the  title  of  Theatrum  virorum  Ertiditiam  clarorum,  ad 
hec  vsque  Temfora.*  He  proceeds  as  far  as  the  year  1680.  The  other  is  Henningus  Wit- 
ten,  who  has  written  Meraoria  Tkedogorum  nnstri  seculi.^  It  is  a  Irite  (yet  a  true)  assertion, 
that  hUtorieat  studies  are  both  profitable  and  pleasant,  Andof  all  histoiical  narratives,  those 
which  give  a  fdthful  account  of  the  lives  of  eminent  saints,  must  needs  he  the  most  edifying. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  sacred  writings  are  historical;  and  a  considerable  port  of  them  is 
taiten  up  in  relating  the  actions,  speeches,  exemplaiy  lives,  and  deaths,  of  such  as  had  been 
choice  instruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  to  promote  his  gloiy  in  the  world.  No  doubt 
but  that  the  commemoration  of  the  remarkable  providences  of  God  towards  his  servants,  will 
be  some  part  of  their  work  in  heaven  for  ever,  that  so  he  may  have  eternal  praises  for  the 
wonders  of  his  grace  in  Christ  towards  them.  It  must  needs  therefore  be,  in  it  self,  a  thing 
pleasing  to  God,  and  a  special  act  of  obedience  to  the  Fifth  Commandment,  t«  endeavour  the 
preservation  of  the  names  and  honour  of  them  who  have  been  fathers  in  Israel.  On  which 
account,  I  cannot  but  rejoice  in  what  is  here  done.  Although  Neiv-England  has  been 
favoured  with  many  faithful  and  eminent  ministers  of  God,  there  are  only  three  of  them  all 
whose  lives  have  been  as  yet  published,  viz :  Mr,  Cotton,  whose  life  was  written  by  his 
immediate  successor,  Mr.  Norton;  and  my  father  Mather,  whose  was  done  by  another  hand, 
and  is  republished  in  Mr.  Sam.  Clark's  last  .volume;  and  Mr.  Eliot,  whose  was  done  by  the 
same  hand  which  did  these,  and  has  been  several  times  reprinted  in  London.  Here  the  reader 
has  presented  to  him^ie  of  them  who  were  amongst  the  chief  of  the /a/fers  in  the  churches 
of  New-England,  The  same  hand  has  done  the  like  oHice  of  love  and  duty  for  many  others 
who  were  the  wortkies  of  New-Bngland,  not  only  in  the  churches,  but  in  the  civil  stale,  whom 
the  Lord  Christ  saw  meet  to  use  as  instruments,  in  planting  the  heavens,  and  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  earth,  in  this  new  world.  If  these  find  a  candid  acceptance,  those  may  pos- 
sibly see  the  light  in  due  time. 

Whether  what  is  herewith  emitted  and  written  by  my  son  be,  as  to  the  manna-  of  it,  well 
performed,  I  have  nothing  to  say,  but  shall  leave  it  unto  others  to  judge,  as  they  shall  see 
cause;  only  as  to  the  mailer  of]  the  history,  I  am  asceilained  that  things  are  truly  related. 
For  although  I  had  little  of  pei'Sonal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cotton,  being  a  child  not  above 
tJiii-teen  years  old  when  he  died,  I  shall  never  forget  the  last  sermon  which  he  preached  at 
Cambridge,  and  his  particular  application  to  the  scholars  there,  amongst  whom  I  was  then  n 
student  newly  admitted;  and  my  relation  to  his  family  since,  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
to  know  many  observable  things  concerning  him.  Both  Bostons  have  reason  to  honour  his 
memory;  and  New-England-Boston  most  of  all,  which  oweth  its  name  and  being  to  him, 
more  than  to  any  one  person  in  the  world ;  he  might  say  of  Boston,  much  what  as  Augustus 
said  of  Rome,  Lateritiam  reperi,  marmoream  reliqui:X  he  found  it  little  better  than  a  wood 
or  wilderness,  but  left  it  a  famous  town  with  two  churches  in  it     I  remember.  Dr.  Ligiit&ol, 
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in  honour  to  his  patron,  Sir  Roland  Cotton,  called  one  of  hia  sons  Cotton;  it  dotli  not  repent 
me  that  I  gave  my  eldest  son  that  name,  in  honour  to  hia  grandfathei'i  and  the  Lord  grant 
that  both  of  UB  nia.y  }te  faliowem  of  Mm,  as  kefoilowed  Christ 

As  for  the  other  lhi:ee  worthies  who  have  taught  the  word  of  God  in  this  place,  thoy  had 
their  peculiar  excellcnciea. 

Mr.  Wilson  (like  John  the  apostle)  did  excel  in  loce;  and  he  was  also  strong  mfailh.  In 
the  time  of  the  Peqnod  war,  he  did  not  only  hope,  but  had  assurance  that  God  would  malte 
the  English  victorious.  He  declared  that  he  was  as  certain  of  it,  as  if  he  had  with  his  eyes 
seen  the  victories  obtiuned;  which  cnme  to  pass  according  to  his  faith.  1  well  remember 
that  I  heard  him  onue  say,  tJiat  when  one  of  his  daughters  was  sick,  and  given  up  as  dead, 
past  recoveiy,  he  desired  Mr.  Cotton  to  pray  with  that  cliild;  "And  (said  he)  whilest  Mr. 
Cotton  was  praying,  I  was  sure  that  child  should  not  then  die,  but  live."  That  daughter  did 
live  to  he  the  mother  of  many  children;  two  of  which  are  now  nseful  ministers  of  Christ: 
and  she  is  still  living,  a  pious  widow,  another  Anna,  "sei-ving  God  day  and  night."  When 
Mr,  Norton  was  called  from  the  chnreh  of  Ipswich  to  Boston,  Mr,  Nathanael  Rogers  (that 
excellent  man,  who  was  son  to  the  famous  Mr.  Rogers  of  Dedliam,  in  Essex,  and  pastor  of 
the  church  of  Ipswich,  in  N.  B.)  opposed  Mr.  Norton's  removal  from  Ipswioh:  some  saying, 
that  Mr.  Wilson  would  by  his  argument,  or  rhetorick,  or  both,  get  Mr.  Norton  from  them  at 
last;  Mr.  Rogers  replied,  "That  he  was  afraid  of  hiafidth  more  than  his  arguments."  Some- 
times he  was  transpoited  with  a  prophetical  afflatus,  of  which  Hiere  were  marvellous  instances. 
His  conversation  was  both  pleasant  and  profitable;  in  titat  he  could  relate  many  memcrrabh 
provifenees,  which  he  himself  had  the  certain  knowledge  of.  Whilst  lam  writing  this,  there 
comes  fo  my  mind  one  very  pleasant,  and  yet  very  serions  story,  which  he  toid  me,  and  I  do 
not  remember  that  ever  I  met  with  it  any  where  but  from  him.  It  was  this:  there  was  one 
Mr,  Siiape,  a  Puritan  minister,  who  was  by  the  Bishops  cast  into  prison  for  his  non-conform- 
ity; when  his  money  was  spent,  the  jailor  was  unkind  to  him;  but  one  day,  as  Mr.  Snape 
was  on  his  knees  at  prayer,  the  window  of  his  chamber  being  open,  he  perceived  sometJiing 
was  thrown  into  his  chamber;  hut  resolved  he  would  finish  iiis  work  with  God  before  he 
would  divert  to  see  what  it  was.  When  he  arose  from  his  knees,  he  saw  a  purse  on  the 
chamber-floor,  which  was  full  of  gold,  by  which  he  could  make  his  keeper  better  natured 
than  he  had  been.    Many  such  passages  could  that  good  man  relate. 

Mr,  Norton  was  one  whose  memory,  I  must  acknowledge,  I  have  peculiar  cause  to  love 
and  honour.  I  was  hia  pupii  several  years.  He  had  a  very  sckolasiical  genius.  In  the  doc- 
trine of  grace  he  was  exceeding  clear;  indeed,  another  Austin.  He  loved  and  admired  Dr, 
Twiss  more  than  any  man  that  this  age  has  produced.  He.has  sometimca  said  to  me,  "Dr. 
Twisa  18  Oram  excepliomi  migor."*  He  was  much  in  prayer:  he  would  very  often  spend 
whole  days  in  prayer,  with  feating  before  the  Lord  alone  in  his  study.  He  kept  a  strict  daily 
watch  over  his  own  heart.  He  was  an  hard  student.  He  took  notice  in  a  private  diary  how 
he  spent  his  time  every  day.  If  hefoandhimself  notaomuchiaclinedtodiligenceand  study 
as  at  other  times,  he  would  reflect  on  his  heart  and  ways,  lest  haply  some  unobserved  sin 
should  provoke  the  Lord  to  pve  him  op  to  a  slothful,  listless  frame  of  spirit.  In  his  diary, 
he  would  sometimes  have  these  words,  iere  desideriiim  ad  siudendum:  Forsan  ex  feccato 
admissoJ\  I  bless  the  Lord  that  ever  I  knew  Mr.  Norton,  and  that  I  knew  so  much  of  him 
as  I  did. 

As  for  Mr.  Davenport,  I  have,  in  a  preface  to  his  sermon  on  the  Canticles,  which  are  tran- 
scribed for  the  press,  and  now  at  London,  ^ven  what  account  I  could  then  obtain,  concerning 
the  remarkable  passages  of  his  life,  I  several  limes  dosh'ed  him  to  imitate  Junius,  and  some 
others,  who  had  written  their  own  lives.  He  told  me  he  did  intend  it:  Xiut  I  could  not  iind 
any  thing  of  fliat  nature  among  his  manuscripts,  when  many  yeaiB  ago  I  had  an  occasion  to 
seek  after  it.     He  was  a  prirvxly  preaeher.     I  have  heard  some  say,  who  knew  hun  in  his 
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younger  years,  that  lie  was  then  very  fervent  and  vehement,  as  to  the  manner  of  his  delivery; 
but  in  his  later  times  he  did  very  much  imitate  Mr.  Cotton,  whom,  in  the  gravity  of  his  coun- 
tenance, he  did  somewhat  resemble.     Sic  Ule  manus,  sic  oraferebat* 

The  reader  will  find  many  observable  things  in  what  is  hero  related  concerning  Mr.  Hooker. 
Yet  great  pity  it  is  that  no  more  can  be  collected  of  the  memorahles  rehitjng  to  so  good  and. 
so  great  it  man  as  lie  was ;  than  whom  Connecticut  never  did,  and  perhaps  never  wHl,  see  a 
greater  person.  Mr.  Cotton,  in  his  preface  to  Mr.  Norton's  answer  to  ApoUonius,  says  of 
Mr.  Hooker,  Doratjuaur  in  Concumibv,s.\  Dr.  Ames  used  to  say,  "He  never  knew  his  equal;" 
there  was  a  great  intimacy  between  them  two.  I  remember  my  father  told  me,  that  Mr. 
Hooker  was  the  author  of  that  iai^  preface  which  is  before  Dr.  Ames,  his  Fresh  Suit  against 
Ceremonies.  He  would  sometimes  say,  "  That  next  to  eonverldrg  grace,  he  blessed  God  for 
his  acquaintance  with  the  principles  and  writings  of  that  learned  man,  Mr.  Alexander  Richard- 
son."   It  was  a  black  day  to  New-England,  when  that  great  light  was  removed. 

There  are  some  who  will  not  be  pleased  that  any  notice  is  taken  of  the  hard  measure 
which  these  escellent  men  had  from  those  persecuting  prelates,  who  were  willing  to  have' 
the  world  rid  of  them.  Bnt  it  is  impossible  to  write  the  history  of  New-England,  and  of  the 
lives  of  them  who  were  the  chief  in  it,  and  yet  be  wholly  silent  in  that  matter.  That  emi- 
nent person,  Dr.  Tillofson  (the  late  Arch-Bishop  of  Canterbuty)  did,  not  above  four  years 
ago,  Bomelimea  express  to  me  his  resentments  of  the  injury  which  had  been  done  to  the 
first  planters  of  New-England,  and  his  great  dislike  of  Arch-Bishop  Liind'a  spirit  towards 
teem.  And  to  my  knowledge  there  are  Bishops  at  this  day  of  the  same  Christian  i^nper  and 
moderation  with  that  great  and  good  man,  lately  dead.  Had  the  Sees  in  England,  fourscore 
years  ago,  been  filled  with  such  Arch-Bishops  and  Bishops  as  those  which  King'  Williora 
(whom  God  grant  long  to  live  and  to  reign)  has  preferred  to  Episcopal  dignity,  there  had 
never  been  a  New-England.  It  was  therefore  necessary  that  it  should  be  otherwise  then, 
than  at  this  day,  that  so  the  gospel,  in  the  power  and  purity  of  it,  might  come  into  these  dark 
corners  afihe  earth,  and  that  here  might  be  seen  a  specimen  of  the  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwells  righteousness,  which  shall  ere  long  be  seen  all  the  world  over,  and 
which  accoi'ding  to  his  promise  we  look  for. 

Inceease  Matheh. 

Sestmi,  A-eir~E«ffIani,  May  IG,  IfiOS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

j  I.  When  the  God  of  Heaven  had  carried  a  nation  into  a  wilderness,  upon  the  designs 
of  a  glorious  reformation,  lie  there  gave  them  a  singular  conduct  of  his  presence  and  spirit, 
In  a  certain  pillar,  which  by  day  appeared  as  a  cloud,  and  by  night  as  a  fire  before  them;  and 
the  report  of  the  respect  paid  by  the  Israelites  unto  this  pillar,  became  so  noised  among  the 
Gentiles,  that  the  pagan  poets  derided  them  on  this  account: 

Nii  prieier  Nvhea  et  cali  Lumen  adarant, 

[Which  is,  I  suppose,  the  true  reading  of  that  famous  verse  in  Juvenal:  iiiid  I  thus  trans- 
late it,] 

Only  ihe  clouds  and  Jlrea  of  Heaven  they  do  worship  si  ell  times. 

Bnt  I  niust  now  observe  unto  my  reader,  that  more  than  a  score  of  years  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  age  which  is  now  expiring,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  a  thousand  wonders  of 
his  providence,  carried  into  an  American  wilderness  a  people  persecuted  for  their  desire  to 
see  and  seek  a,  reformation  of  the  church,  according  to  the  Scripture:  of  which  m.itter  1  can- 
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not  pve  a  briefer,  and  yet  fuller  history,  than  by  reciting  the  meraorable  worda  of  that  great 
Bmn,  Dr.  John  Owen,  who  in  his  golden  book  of  Comnmnionwkk  God,  thus  expresses  it: 


wlUnul  heal'  an  an^d  frwt  AeavBH:  Umy  kuowlba  upvtdoa  Ihemeelvea  woro  (o  toach  the  bqIdU  unly  ^vrhat  ha 
ODininaQd^d  them:^  and  j^p'j  bnow,  how  msay  in  this  very  jmlioiih  in  tbe  daje  Dot  Jong  aiiKV  passed,  yea  how  many 
UtaaiauJti  lell  Uielr  nsliof  styl,  and  went  into  a  vast  and  tiawling  wUdeiTiess,  in  the  ullsniitist  pacts  oT  the  wurld, 
to  teep  their  seals  undaflled  and  chaste  unto  their  Loni  Jeisua,  ua  to  this  of  his  worship  and  iitsUluUone." 

Now,  though  the  reformed  chareh  thua  fled  into  the  wildernes,  enjoyed  not  the  miraculous 
pillar,  vouchsafed  wnto  the  erratick  church  of  Israel,  for  about  forty  years  together;  yet  for 
that  number  of  years  we  enjoyed  many  a  person,  in  whom  the  good  spirit  of  God  gave  a 
conduct  unto  us,  and  mercifully  dispensed  those  directing,  defending,  refreshing  influences, 
which  were  as  necessary  for  us,  as  any  tliat  the  celebrated  pillar  of  cloud,  and  Are,  could 
have  afforded.  The  great  and  good  Shepherd  of  the  church  favoured  his  distressed  flocks 
in  the  wilderness  with  many  pastors  that  were  leurned,  prudent,  and  holy,  beyond  the  common 
rat«s,  and  "men  after  his  own  heiut.;"  and  it  would  be  an  ingratitude  many  ways  pernicious, 
if  the  churches  of  New-England  should  not,  like  those  of  thy  primitive  times,  have  their  rfjp- 
tycks,  wherein  the  memory  of  Wiose  eminent  confessors  may  be  recorded  and  preserved. 

I  2.  Four  or  five  of  those  eminent  persons  are  now  to  have  their  lives  described  unto  us, 
and  offered  unto  the  contemplation  and  imitation,  especially  of  the  generation  which  are  now 
rising  np,  after  the  death  of  Cotton,  and  of  the  elders  that  out-lived  him,  and  had  seen  all 
the  great  works  of  the  Lorf,  which  he  did  for  New-England.  J  saw  a  fearful  degeneracy, 
creeping,  I  cannot  say,  but  rnshing  in  upon  these  churches;  I  saw  to  multiply  continnaliy 
our  dangers,  of  our  losmg  no  small  points  in  oixrjirslfailh,  as  well  as  oar  first  hue,  and  of 
our  giving  up  the  esseniials  of  that  church  order,  which  was  the  v^ry  end  of  Wiese  colonies; 
I  saw  a  visible  shrink  in  all  orders  of  men  among  us,  from  tliat  greatness,  and  Uiat  goodness, 
whieh  was  in  tbe  first  grain  that  our  God  brought  from  three  sifted  kingdoms,  into  this  land, 
wheti  it  was  a  land  not  sown;  that  while  the  Papists  in  Europe  have  grown  better  of  lat« 
years,  by  the  growth  of  Jansenism  among  them,  the  Protestants  have  prodigiously  loaxed 
uK/rse,  for  a  revolt  unto  Peliigianism,  and  Socinlanism,  or  what  is  half  way  to  it,  has  not  been 
more  surprising  to  me,  than  to  see  tiiat  in  America,  while  those  parts  which  were  at  first 
peopled  by  the  r^use  of  the  English  nation,  do  sensibly  amend  in  the  regards  of  sobriety 
and  education,  those  parts  which  were  planted  with  a  more  nobk  vine,  do  so  fast  give  a  pros- 
pect of  aftbrding  only  the  degenerate  plaiiis  of  a  strange  vine.  What  should  be  done  for  the 
stop,  the  turn  of  this  degeneracy?  It  is  reported  of  the  Scytiiians,  who  were,  doubtless,  tlie 
ancestors  of  the  Indians  first  inhabiting  tliese  regions,  tiiat  in  battels,  when  they  came  to 
stand  upon  the  graves  of  their  dead  fathers,  they  would  there  stand  immovable, 'till  they  died 
upon  the  spot:  and,  thonght  I,  why  may  not  such  a  method  now  effectually  engage  the  Enir- 
lish  in  these  regions,  to  aianii/iisJ  in  their/ai(fi  and  their  orifer,  and  in  the  power  ^godliness? 
ni  shew  them  the  graves  of  their  dead  fathers;  and  if  any  of  tlieni  do  retreat  unto  a  contempt 
or  neglect  of  learning,  or  unto  the  errors  of  another  gospel,  or  unto  the  superstitions  of  will- 
woraMp,  or  nnto  a  worldly,  a  selfish,  a  liule  conversation,  they  shall  uiidergo  the  irre^tible 
rebukes  of  their  progenitors,  here  fetched  from  tiie  dead,  for  their  admonition;  and  Pi  1  there- 
withal advertlscmyNew-Englanders,that  if  a  grand-cliild  of  a  Moses  become  an  Idolater,  he 
shall  (as  the  Jews  remark  upon  Judg.  xviii  30J  be  destroyed,  as  if  not  a  Moses,  but  a  Man- 
asseh,  hod  been  his  father.    Beades,  Pbts  Viviiur  Exemplis  qitam  pra:ceptis.'* 

{  3.  Good  men  in  the  Chunih  of  England,  I  hope,  will  not  bo  offended  at  it,  if  the  unrea- 
lonable  impositions,  and  intolerable  persecutions,  of  certain  little-souled  ceremony  mongers^ 
ivhieh  drove  tJiese  woi'thy  men  out  of  their  natJTe  country  into  the  horrid  tliickets  of  Amer- 
ea,  be  in  their  lives  complained  and  resented.  For  distinguishing  between  a  Romanizing 
action  in  the  Church  cf  England,  and  the  true  Protestant  Reforming  Church  of  England. 
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(things  that  are  different  a&ajeii>el  from  a  ]ieytin,  or  a  Grindal  fi'omaLaud!)  the  first  planters 
of  New-England,  Ht  their  first  coming  over,  did  in  a  pnblick  and  a  printed  address  call  the 
Church  of  England  their  dear  nu>tT\er,  desiring  their  friends  therein  to  "  recommend  them  unto 
Uie  mei'cies  of  God,  in  their  constant  prayers,  as  a  Church  now  sprin^iig  out  of  their  own 
bowels;"  nor  did  they  tiiink,  that  it  was  their  jnotherviho  turned  them  out  of  doors,  but  some 
qf  their  angry  brethren,  abusing  the  nam  f  th  m  tl  wh  1  rsl  !j  t  ted  th  m  A 
for  the  Romanizing  facUon  in  the  Ch      h     f  B     1    d        th  t  p  rt\      h  1      g  (  ito- 

gBther  contrary  to  the  desire  of  the  mo  t    m        t  p         s,  by     h  m  th  p    y 

was  made  English)  that  the  reformatio      hid  poLd         jtfrthth      thtit 

essay  of  it  in  the  former  centnry,  did  m  k         t  pt      1      7u>         h      by    II  th  t 

could  not  approve,  subscribe,  and  pract  oe      m  It  t  d      1  (by  th  m    1  t    sed  p      ly 

himane)  inventions  m  the  worship  of  G  d  'sed       dp/  mm         t 

and,  by  the  ill-obtained  aid  of  bitter  Iwtbkth        ans,ddbyfi  dgl 

and  innumerable  violences,  contrary  toth         ymg-iafta/fth        I  my 

thousands  of  the  soberest  people  in  th    k  ijgd  ra        d     h  t      allj  m  d  j  Shb- 

holeiks  as  they  could,  for  the  disoovenng  and  the  extmguishmg  ot  all  real  godlvness,  and 
never  gave  over  prosecuting  their  inportiteytoi,  of  Arminianism,  and  a  eonoiliatjon  with  the 
pafeiarch  of  the  west,  and  arbitrary  government  in  the  state,  until  at  li^  they  threw  nllinto 
the  lamentable  confusions  of  a  civil  war;  the  churches  of  New-England  say,  "Come  not  into 
their  secret,  O  my  soul."  We  dare  not  be  guilty  of  the  schism,  which  we  charge  upon  that 
party  in  the  Church  of  England;  and  if  any  faction  of  men  will  require  the  assent  and  con- 
seTU  of  other  men,  to  a  vast  number  of  disputable  and  unimtilaled  things,  and,  it  mny  be,  a 
malhefnaticaifalseluiod  among  the  first  of  them,  and  utterly  renounce  all  Christian  communion 
■with  all  that  shall  not  give  that  assent  and  consent,  we  look  upon  those  to  he  sepiiratiats; 
uie  dare  not  to  be  so  narrow-spuriied;  the  churches  of  New  England  profess  to  make  only 
the  subslantials  of  the  Christian  rehgion  lo  be  the  terms  of  onr  sacred  fellowship;  we  dare 
make  no  difierence  between  a  Presbyterian,  a  Congregational,  an  Episcopalian,  and  an  Anti- 
ptedo-baptist,  where  their  visible  pkty  makes  it  probable  thot  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has 
received  them.  And  such  reverend  names  as  Hall  and  Kidder,  most  worthy  Bishops  now 
adorning  the  English  Church,  as  well  as  the  names  of  such  reverend  and  excellent  persona, 
among  the  Dissenters,  as  Bates,  Annesly,  How,  Mead  and  Alsop,  (with  many  others,)  are,  on 
(to  score,  together  precious  unto  this  part  of  the  Christian  America,  On  the  other  side,  the 
true  Protestant  Reforming  Church  of  England,  contains  the  whole  "  body  of  the  faithful," 
scattered  through  the  English  dominions,  though  of  different  perswasions  about  some  riles 
and  modes,  and  lesser  points  of  religion:  and  all  the  friends  of  the  last  reformation,  who, 
whether  they  tWnk  there  needs  a  further  prt^ress  in  that  work  or  no,  yet  lu'e  willing  to  make 
the  word  of  God  the  rule  of  their  serving  him,  do  come  under  this  denomination. 

Those  divines  who,  with  Arch-Bishop  Usher  in  the  head  of  tliem,  did  more  than  fitly  years 
ago  give  in  a  paper  touching  the  innovalions  of  doctrine  and  of  discipline  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  make  near  forty  esceptions  against  things  in  the  Liturgy,  were  still  as  good 
members  of  the  church,  as  they  that "  hated  to  be  reformed;"  and  the  assembly  of  divines 
at  Westminster,  which  made  the  catechisms  now  used  among  us,  were  as  genuine  sons  of 
the  church  ailer  they  became  non-conformists,  as  while  they  lived  in  conformity,  which  every 
one  of  them,  except  eight  or  nine,  did  when  they  first  come  together.  One  who  is  at  this 
day  a  Right  Reverend  Bishop,  has,  til  his  Irenicum,  well  expressed  the  sense  which  I  believe 
the  biggest  party  of  ChristiiMis  in  the  realm,  three  to  one,  have  of  those  matters,  which  have 
been,  "the  apples  of  strife"  among  us; 

"l^st  Christ,  who  CBTDC  tu  take  anaythe  insupportable  yoke  of  the  Jewish  ceremonies,  eerlaiiilydid  never 
iDleod  lo  gall  Ibe  necks  of  Uie  disciples  wlUi  aaother  Instead  of  U;  and  it  nould  be  strange  the  church  weald' 
require  moce  tbsn  Chtlet  himself  did,  and  make  more  Ifrnis  of  comniimion,  Chan  our  Saviour  did  of  dlai^pleslilp. 
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And  (Epealdng  of  the  reason  why  our  first  eompilers  of  the 
much  of  the  Popish  service), 


And  if  tliis  ha  the  true  Church  of  England,  give  me  leave  to  any,  the  churches  of  New- 
England  are  no  inconsiderable  part  of  it;  and  that  accordingly  we  may  have  a  room  in  it,  I 
may  safely,  in  the  name  of  them  all,  offer  (as  did  the  renowneij  author  of  our  Martyr-Books, 
when  they  demanded  stiiscnpriora  from  him)  to  subscribe  the  New  Testament. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  if  any  be  displeased  at  my  report  of  the  unjust  iinpositiona  and 
perseculionH,  which  drove  into  America  as  good  Christiiins  and  Protestanis  as  any  (hat 
were  left  behind  them,  it  will  not  be  the  triie  Church  of  England;  for  why  should  that  be 
called  "the  Church  of  England,"  which  has  caused  thousands  of  as  real  and  thorough  Chiis- 
tiana  as  any  upon  earth  to  say,  "It  is  better  to  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  than  with  such 
an  contentious  and  angry  one!"  That  Church  of  EnglaniJ,  which  alone  is  worthy  to  be 
called  so,  will  bewail,  as  I  know  divers  excellent  persons  now  m  the  Episcopal  Sees  have 
done,  the  injuries  offered  unto  our  Puritan  Eithers. 

{  4.  Let  my  reader,  thus  prepared,  now  entertain  himself,  as  far  as  he  pleases,  with  our 
four  Johns,  to  whose  lives  I  have,  upon  the  counsel  and  command  of  an  ever-honoured 
parent,  appendiced  the  life  of  a  famous  Tliomas  in  this  pubHcation;  Johns,  witli  whom, 
among  the  five  or  six  hundred  noted  persons  of  that  name,  celebrated  by  one  historian,  I 
find  not  many  that  were  worthy  to  he  compared;  Johns,  fuller  of  light  and  gnice  and  the 
good  spirit,  than  all  those  four  or  five-and-twenty  of  that  name,  who  have  sat  in  the  chair 
that  pretends  to  infallibility.  And,  if  he  pleases,  let  him  see  that  old  little  observation  con- 
firmed, that  as  the  name  Henry  has  been  happy  in  kings,  Elizabeth  in  queens,  Edward  in 
lawyers,  WiKiom  in  physicians,  Francis  in  scholars,  Robert  in  soldiers  and  state-men,  so 
John  has  been  happy  in  divines.  Even  a  divine  Jehojadah,  when  he  comes  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  must  have  put  upon  him  the  name  of  John  [1  Chron.  vi.  9.] 
But  let  him  consider  these  lives,  as  tendered  unto  the  publick,  upon  an  account  no  less  than 
that  of  keeping  alixe,  as  far  as  this  poor  essay  may  contribute  thereunto,  the  interests  of 
dying  religion  in  our  churches.  I  remember  a  learned  man's  conjecture,  that  [in  1  Tim.  ill. 
15]  it  is  Timothy,  arid  not  the  ckurch,  which  is  called  "The  pillEU'  and  ground  of  Pnith;" 
Bneh  able,  holy,  and  faithful  ministers  as  Timothy  are  the  great  proclaimers  and  preservers 
of  in/ift,  for  the  Church  of  God;  such  were  these  fiimons  Johns  while  they  lived,  and  now  they 
are  dead,  I  have  done  my  endeavour  that  they  may  still  be  such  unto  the  churches,  unto 
whom  I  owe  my  aU.  Til  say  but  tiiis,  the  hist  words  of  the  most  renowned  prebend  of 
Canterbury,  Dr.  Peter  du  Moulin,  who  died  a  very  old  man,  about  eleven  years  .igo,  were, 
"Since  Calvinism  is  cried  down  [Actum  est  de  Rdigione  Ckrisli  apxid  Anglos]  Christianity 
is  in  danger  to  be  lost  in  the  English  nation."  Alluding  to  what  he  said,  about  hisJohn 
Calvin,  I  will  take  leave  in  say  with  respect  unto  our  John  Cotton,  and  the  rest  that  here 
accompanyhim,  "Christianity  will  be  lost  among  lis,  if  their  faith  and  zea!  must  all  be  buried 
with  them;"  which  God  forbid!  as  there  would  be  an  haznid  that  the  early  and  better 
times  of  New-England  would  have  the  true  story  thereof,  within  a  while,  as  irrecoverably 
lost  as  the  story  of  the  world,  relating  to  those  times,  which  Varo  distinguished  unto 
Incogmt  and.  fabulous,  preceding  the  historical,  and  we  should  shortly  have  as  wretched 
narratives  of  the  first  persons  and  actions  in  this  land,  as  Justin  ^ves  of  the  Jews,  when  he 
makes  Moses  the  son  of  their  Joseph,  and  the  sixth  of  their  kings,  or  when  he  mal{es  &em 
expelled  from  Egypt,  because  the  gods  would  not  otherwise  allay  a  plague  that  raged  there; 
or  such  as  are  given  by  Pliny,  when  he  mokes  Moses  a  magician ;  or  Strabo,  that  makes 
hitn  an  Egyptian  priest;  if  no  speei^y  care  be  taken  to  preserve  the  memorables  of  our  fii'.gt 
settlement;  so  I  wish,  the  laudable  principles  and  practices  of  that  first  settlement  may  he 
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kept  from  atterly  being'  lost  in  oui"  apostasies,  hy  tTie  curs  which  is  now  tEilten  thus  to 
preserve  what  was  memoruble  of  Uie  men  that  have  delivered  them  down  untu  us. 

{  6.  Finally;  when  the  apostles  had  set  before  Chriatiaos  tlie  saints  which  were  a  "cloud 
of  witnesses,"  by  imitating  of  whose  exemplary  behaviour  we  might  "enter  into  rest,"  he 
ooneludea  with  a  "looking  uiilo  Jesns,"  or,  according  to  the  emphasis  of  the  oiiginal,  "a 
looking  off  [from  them]  unto  Jesus,"  as  the  incomparably  most  perfeut  of  all.  So  let  my 
reader  do,  when  all  that  was  imitahle  in  the  lives  of  these  worthy  men,  has  had  his  contem- 
plation and  admiration;  they  all  yet  had  their  defeola,  and  therefore,  "look  olf  unto  Jesna," 
joltowing  ihem  no  farther  Uuin  they /olloii>ed  lam.  It  is  a  notable  passage,  [in  Luke  vii.  38,] 
which  we  mis-translate:  "The  least  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  is  greater  than  John."  In  the 
Greek,  what  we  translate,  "The  least,"  is,  "he  that  is  lesser,"  that  is,  "he  that  is  younger." 
[Minor  still  has  been  the  same  with  junior.]  Our  Lord  means  himself,  who  was  lesser, 
that  is,  younger  than  John  his  fore-runner ;  but,  greater  than  he !  Truly,  whatever  was  excel- 
lent in  these  our  Johns,  I  would  pray  that  the  minds  of  all  that  see  it,  may  be  raised  still 
tfl  think  our  precious  Lord  Jesua  Christ  is  greater  than  these  Johns;  all  thetf  excellencies 
are  in  him  transeendantly,  infinitely,  as  they  were  from  him  derived.  High^ thoughts  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  provoked  by  reading  the  descriptions  of  these  his  excellent  servants,  that 
had  in  them  a  little  of  ftim,  and  were  no  farther  excellent  than  as  they  had  so,  will  make  me  an 
abundant  recompenee  for  all  the  difficulties  and  all  the  temptations  with  which  my  wriling;  is 
attended.  And  aa  it  quickens  the  joys  of  my  hastening  death,  when  I  have  through  grace  a 
prospect  of  being  then  in  that  state  whereto  the  spirits  of  these  "just  men  made  perfect" 
are  all  of  them  gathered,  solwould  have  this  now  to  out-do  all  those  joys,  "to  be  with 
Jesus  Christ,"  that  surely  is  by  far  the  best  of  all. 


tjiXiiiTijliii  it, 

COTTONUS  REBIVIVIS)   OR,   THE   LIFE   OF  MR.  JOHN   COTTON. 

In  qao  Lamen  Eeligiams  et  fleuofionts,  Fumas  generatas  ex  Lumine  SdentiiB  non  extinguit, 

ille  perfectus  est:   Sed  Quis  est  Sic,  vt  adoremua  eum? Algaiel,  in  Libro  Statera. 

Heap.  Hic  ESTit 

§  1.  Were  I  master  of  the  pen  wherewith  Palkdiua  embalmed  his  Chrys- 
ostom,  the  Greek  patriark,  or  Posidonins  eternized  his  Austin,  the  Latin 
oracle,  among  the  ancients;  or,  were  I  owner  of  the  quill  wherewith, 
among  the  moderns,  Beza  celebrated  his  immortal  Calvin,  or  Fabius 
immortalized  his  venerable  Beza;  the  merits  of  John  Cotton  would  oblige 
me  to  employ  it,  in  the  preserving  his  famous  memory.  If  Boston  be  the 
chief  seat  of  Kew-England,  it  was  Cotton  that  was  the  father  and  glory 
of  Boston;  upon  which  account  it  becomes  a  piece  of  pureywaii'ce,  that  the 
lifo  of  him,  who  above  all  men  gave  life,  to  his  country,  should  bear  no  little 
figure  in  its  intended  history;  and,  indeed,  if  any  person  in  this  town  or 
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land  had  the  blessedness  which  the  Eoman  historian  long  since  pronounced 
such  even,  "to  do  things  worthy  to  be  writ,. and  to  write  things  .worthy 
to  be  read,"  it  was  he  who  now  claims  a  room  in  our  pages.  If  it  were  a 
comparison  sometimes  made  of  the  reformers,  Pomeraaus  was  a  gram- 
marian, Justus  Jonas  was  an  orator,  Melancthon  was  a  logician,  but  Luther 
was  all:  even  that  proportion,  it  may  without  envy  be  acknowledged,  that 
Ootton  bore  to  the  rest  of  our  New-English  divines;  he  that,  whilst  he 
was  living,  had  this  vertue  extraordinarily  conspicuous  in  him,  "that  it 
was  his  delight  always  to  acknowledge  the  gifts  of  God  in  other  men," 
must,  now  he  is  dead,  have  other  men  to  acknowledge  of  him  what  Eras- 
mus does  of  Jerom,  In  hoo  uno  conjunctum  fuii  et  Eximium,  quicquid  in  aliis 
partim  admiramur.* 

I  2.  There  was  a  good  heraldry  in  that  speech  of  the  noble  Eomanus, 
"It  is  not  the  blood  of  ray  progenitors,  but  my  Christian  profession,  that 
makes  me  noble."  But  our  John  Cotton,  besides  the  advantage  of  his 
Christian  profession,  had  a  descent  from  honourable  progenitors,  to  render 
him  douily  honourable.  His  immediate  progenitors  being,  by  some  injust- 
ice, deprived  of  great  revenues,  his  father,  Mr.  Roland  Cotton,  had  the 
education  of  a  lawyer  bestowed  by  his  friends  upon  him,  in  hopes  of  his 
being  the  better  capacitated  thereby  to  recover  the  estate,  whereof  his 
family  had  been  wronged;  and  so  the  profession  of  a  lawyer  was  that 
unto  which  this  gentleman  applied  himself  all  his  days.  But  our  John 
Cotton,  in  this  happier  than  Austin,  whose  father  was  carefuUer  to  make 
an  orator  than  a  Christian  of  him,  while  his  gracious  mother  was  making 
him  on  greater  aecounts  "a  son  of  her  many  tears,"  had  a  very  pious 
father  in  this  worthy  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  pious  mother,  to  interest  him  in 
the  covenant  of  God,  That  worthy  man  was  indeed  very  singular  in  two 
most  imitable  practices.  One  was,  that  when  any  of  his  neighbours  desir- 
ous to  sue  one  another,  addressed  him  for  council,  it  was  his  manner,  in 
the  most  perswasive  and  obliging  terms  that  could  be,  to  endeavour  a 
recondliation  between  both  parties;  preferring  the  consolations  of  a  peace- 
maker, before  all  the  fees  that  he  might  have  got  by  blowing  up  of  c^yfer- 
ences.  Another  was,  that  every  night  it  was  his  custom  to  examine  himself, 
with  reflections  on  the  transactions  of  the  day  past;  wherein,  if  he  found 
that  he  had  not  either  dcme  good  unto  others,  or  got  good  unto  his  own 
soul,  he  would  be  as  much  grieved  as  ever  the  famous  Titus  was,  when  he 
could  complain  in  the  evening,  AmiH,  Diem  Perdidil^  Of  such  parents 
was  Mr,  John  Cotton  born,  at  the  town  of  Derby,  on  the  fourth  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  1585. 

§  3.  The  religious  parents  of  Mr.  Cotton  were  solicitous  to  have  him 
indued  with  a  learned  as  well  as  a  pious  education ;  and  being  neither  so 
rich,  that  the  Moier  Artis\  could  have  no  room  to  do  her  part,  nor  so  foor 
that  the  Res  angusta  domi^^  should  clog  his  progress,  they  were  well  fitted 

t  Mj  fiiends,  I  bavo  lost  a  clay  1  %  Mulliet  uf  Art,  i.  t,  nMive  etuins,         }  Slrailened  tiroumsloDcei. 
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thereby  to  bestow  aucb  an  education  upon  birn.  His  first  instruction  was 
under  a  good  school-master,  one  Mr  John'^on,  in  the  town  of  Derby; 
whereon  the  intellectual  endowments  uf  all  sorts,  with  which  tbe  God  of 
our  spirits  adorned  him,  so  discovered  themselves,  that,  at  tbe  age  of  tliir- 
teen,  his  proficiency  procured  him  admiasion  into  Trinity- College  in  Cam- 
bridge. Indeed,  tbe  proverb,  "soon  ripe,  soon  rotten,"  has  often  been  too 
hastily  applied  unto  rathe  ripe  wits,  in  young  people;  not  only  (Ecolarapa- 
dius  and  Melanethon,  who  commenced  Batclielours  of  Arts  sX  fourteen  yeitrs 
of  age,  and  Luther,  who  commenced  Master  of  Arts  at  twenty;  but  also 
our  Dr.  Juel  sent  unto  Oxford,  our  Dr  Usher  sent  unto  Dublin,  and  our 
Mr.  Cotton  sent  unto  Cambridge,  all  at  tbe  age  of  thirteen,  do  put  in  a  bar 
to  tbe  universal  application  of  that  proverb.  While  Mr.  Cotton  was  at 
the  university,  his  diligent  head,  with  God's  blessings,  made  him  a  rich 
Bcbolar;  and  bis  generous  mind  found  no  little  nourishment  by  that  labour 
which,  like  tbe  sage  philosopher,  be  found  "sweeter  than  idleness:"  inso- 
much that  bis  being  elected  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  as  the  reward  of  his 
quick  proficiency,  was  diverted  by  nothing  but  this,  that  the  extraordinary 
charges  for  their  great  ball,  then  in  building,  did  put  by  their  election. 
And  there  was  this  remarkable  in  tbe  education  of  this  "chosen  vessel" 
at  tbe  university:  that  while  he  continued  there,  bis  father's  practice  was, 
by  the  special  providence  of  God,  augmented  so  much  beyond  what  it 
bad  been  before,  as  was  enough  to  maintain  him  there ;  upon  which  obser- 
vation Mr.  Cotton  afterwards  would  say,  '"Twas  God  that  kept  me  at  the 
University  1"  Indeed,  some  have  said,  that  the  great  notice  quickly  taken  of 
the  eminency  in  tbe  son,  was  one  reason  why  his  father  not  only  came  to  be 
complimented  on  a!l  sides,  and  Omnes  Omnia  Bona  dicere,  et  laudare  Fortu- 
nas  ejiis,  qui  Filium  haheret  Tali  Ingenio  prceditum,*  but  also  bad  his  clients 
more  than  a  little  multiplied. 

§  4.  Upon  the  desires  of  Emanuel-College,  Mr.  Cotton  was  not  only 
removed  unto  that  College,  but  also  preferred  unto  a  fellowship  in  it;  in 
order  whereunto,  he  did,  according  to  the  critical  and  laudable  statutes  of 
the  house,  go  through  a  very  severe  exnmen  of  bis  fitness  for  such  a 
station ;  wherein  'twas  particularly  remarked,  that  the  Poser  trying  bis 
Hebrew  skill  by  the  third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  a  chipter  which  containing 
more  hard  words  than  any  one  paragraph  of  the  Bil  le  n  ight  therefore 
have  puzzled  a  very  good  Hebrician,  yet  he  made  nothmg  of  it  He  was 
afterwards  the  Head  Lecturer,  the  Dean,  the  Citei^^bist  m  thit  famous 
College;  and  became  a  tutor  to  many  scholars,  who  afteiwaids  proved 
famous  persons,  and  bad  cause  to  bless  God  for  the  iiithful  and  ingenious, 
and  laborious  communicativeness  of  this  their  tutor.  Mere,  all  his  academ- 
ical exercises,  whether  in  disputations  or  in  common  places,  or  whatever 
else  did  so  "smell  of  tbe  lamp,"  that  tbe  wit,  the  strength, the  gravity,  and 
tbe  fulness,  both  of  reason  and  of  reading  in  them,  caused  him  to  be  much 
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admired  by  the  sparkling  wits  of  the  university.  But  one  thing  among 
the  rest,  which  caused  a  great  notice  to  he  taken  of  him  throughout  the 
whole  university,  was  his  funeral  oration  upon  Dr.  Some,  the  Master  of 
Peter  House,  wherein  be  approved  himself  such  a  master  of  Pericl^eaii 
or  Ciceronian  oratory,  that  the  auditors  were  even  ready  to  have  acclaimed. 
Noil  vox  hominem  sonat!*  And  that  which  added  unto  the  reputation  thus 
raised  for  him,  was  an  "  University-sermoD,"  wherein,  aiming  more  to 
preach  self  than  Okrist,  he  used  such  florid  strains,  as  extremely  recom- 
mended him  unto  0w  most,  who  relished  the  tmsdom  of  words  above  the 
words  of  wisdom:  though  the  pompous  eloquence  of  that  sermon  after- 
wards gave  such  a  distaste  unto  his  own  renewed  soul,  that  with  a  sacred 
indignation  he  threw  his  notes  into  the  fire. 

§  5.  Hitherto  we  have  seen  the  life  of  Mr.  Cotton,  while  he  was  not  yet 
alive/  Though  the  restraining  and  preventing  grace  of  God  had  kept 
him  from  such  outbreakings  of  sin  as  defile  the  lives  of  most  in  the  world, 
yet,  like  the  old  man  who  for  such  a  cause  ordered  this  epitaph  to  be  writ- 
ten on  his  grave,  "Here  lies  an  old  man,  who  lived  but  seven  years,"  he 
reckoned  himself  to  have  been  but  a  dead  man,  as  being  "  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God,"  until  he  had  experienced  that  regeneration  in  his  own 
soul,  which  was  thus  accomplished.  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God  had  been 
at  work  upon  his  young  heart,  by  the  ministry  of  that  reverend  and 
renowned  preacher  of  righteousness,  Mr.  Perkins;  hut  he  resisted  and 
smothered  those  convictions,  through  a  vain  perswasion  that,  if  he  became 
a  godly  man,  'twould  spoil  him  for  being  a  learned  one.  Yea,  such  was  the 
secret  enmity  and  prejudice  of  an  unregenerate  soul  against  real  holiness, 
and  such  the  torment  which  our  Lord's  witnesses  give  to  the  consciences  of 
the  earltdy-minded,  that  when  he  heard  the  bell  toll  for  the  funeral  of  Mr, 
Perkins,  his  mind  secretly  rejoiced  in  his  deliverance  from  that  powerful 
ministry,  by  which  his  conscience  had  been  so  oft  beleagurcd :  the  remem- 
brance of  which  thing  afterwards  did  break  his  heart  exceedingly!  But 
he  was,  at  length,  more  eifectually  awakened  by  a  sermon  of  Dr.  Sibs, 
wherein  was  discoursed  the  misery  of  those  who  had  only  a  negative  right- 
eous-ness,  or  a  civil,  sober,  honest  blamelessness  before  men.  Mr,  Cotton 
became  now  very  sensible  of  his  own  miserable  condition  before  God;  and 
the  arrows  of  these  convictions  did  stick  so  fast  upon  him,  that  after  no 
less  than  three  year's  disconsolate  appreheuaions  under  them,  the  grace  of 
God  made  him  a  thoroughly  renewed  Christian,  and  filled  him  with  a 
sacred  joy,  which  accompanied  him  unto  the  fulness  of  joy  for  ever.  For 
this  cause,  as  persons  truly  converted  unto  God  have  a  mighty  and  lasting 
affection  for  the  instruments  of  their  conversion,  thus  Mr  Cotton's  vener- 
ation for  Dr.  Sibs  was  after  this  very  partioulai  and  perpetual:  and  it 
caused  him  to  have  th.^pietu/re  of  that  great  man  in  thit  pirt  of  his  house 
where  he  might  oflenest  look  upon  it.     But  su  the  yoke  of  sore  tempta- 
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tions  and  afflictions  and  long  spiritual  trials,  fitted  him  to  be  an  eminently 
useful  servant  of  God  in  his  generation  1 

§  6,  Some  time  after  this  change  upon  the  soul  of  Mr.  Cotton,  it  came 
unto  his  turn  again  to  preach  at  St.  Maries;  and  because  he  was  to  preach, 
an  high  expectation  was  raised,  through  the  whole  university,  that  they 
should  have  a  sermon,  flourishing  indeed,  with  all  the  karrdng  of  the 
lokoh  university.  Many  diificulties  had  Mr,  Cotton  in  his  own  mind  now 
what  course  to  steer.  On  the  one  side,  he  considered  that  if  he  should 
preach  with  a  scriptural  and  Christian  plainness,  he  should  not  only  wound 
his  own  fame  exceedingly,  but  also  tempt  carnal  men  to  revive  an  old 
cavil,  "that  religion  made  scholars  turn  dunces,"  whereby  the  name  of 
God  might  suffer  not  a  little.  On  the  other  aide,  he  considered  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  preach  with  such  a  plainness,  as  became  the  oracles  of 
God,  which  are  intended  fo  the  conduct  of  men  in  the  paths  of  life,  and 
not  for  theatrical  ostentat  ons  a  1  entertainments,  and  the  Lord  needed 
not  any  sin  of  ours  to  mi  t  h  s  own  glory.  Hereupon  Mr.  Cotton 
resolved  that  he  would  j  re  1  a  j  la  n  sermon,  even  such  a  sermon  as  in 
his  own  conscience  he  thoUf,ht  o  Id  be  most  pleasing  unto  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  and  he  d  ur  el  pra  tically  and  powerfully,  but  very 
solidly  upon  the  plain  doctrine  of  repentance.  The  vain  wits  of  the  uni- 
versity, disappointed  thus,  with  a  more  excellent  sermon,  that  shot  some 
troublesome  admonitions  into  their  consciences,  discovered  their  vexation 
at  this  disappointment  by  their  not  humming,  as  according  to  their  sinful 
and  absurd  custom  they  had  formerly  done;  and  the  Vice- Chancellor,  for 
the  very  same  reason  also,  graced  him  not,  as  he  did  others  that  pleased 
him.  Nevertheless,  the  satisfaction  which  he  enjoyed  in  his  own  faithful 
soul,  abundantly  compensated  unto  him  the  loss  of  any  human  favour  or 
honour;  nor  did  he  go  without  many  encouragements  from  some  doctors, 
then  having  a  better  sence  of  religion  upon  them,  who  prayed  him  to  per- 
severe in  the  good  toay  of  preaching,  which  he  had  now  taken.  But  per- 
haps the  greatest  consolation  of  all  was  a  notable  effect  of  the  sermon  then 
preaehedl  The  famous  Dr.  Preston,  then  a. fellow  of  Queen's  College  in 
Cambridge,  and  of  great  note  in  the  university,  came  to  hear  Mr,  Cotton 
with  the  same  itching  ears  as  others  were  then  led  withal.  For  some  good 
while  after  the  beginning  of  the  sermon,  his  frustrated  expectation  caused 
him  to  manifest  his.  uneasiness  all  the  ways  that  were  then  possible;  but 
before  the  sermon  was  ended,  like  one  of  Peter's  hearers,  he  found  himself 
"pierced  at  the  heart:"  his  heart  within  him  was  now  struck  with  such 
resentments  of  his  own  interior  stale  before  the  God  of  heaven,  that  he 
could  have  no  peace  in  his  own  soul,  till  with  a  wounded  soul  he  had 
repaired  unto  Mr.  Cotton;  from  whom  he  received  those  further  assist- 
ances, wherein  he  became  a  spiritual  father  unto  one  of  the  greatest  meo 
in  his  age. 
§  7.   The  well-disposed  people  of  Boston  in  Lincolnshire,  after  this. 


OK,    THE    III8T0KY    OF    KEW-ENGLAKD.  257 

invited  Mr.  Cotton  to  become  tlieir  minister;  with  which  invitation,  oiit 
of  a  sincere  and  serious  desire  to  serve  our  Lord  in  his  gospel,  after  the 
solcmnest  addresses  to  heaven  for  guidance,  in  such  a  solemn  affair,  he  com- 
plied. At  this  time  the  mayor  of  the  town,  with  a  more  corrupt  party, 
having  procured  another  scholar  from  Cambridge,  more  agreeable  to  them, 
would  needs  have  him  to  preach  before  Mr.  Cotton :  but  the  church-warden 
pretending  to  more  of  intiuence  upon  their  ecclesiastical  matters,  over 
ruled  it.  However,  when  the  matter  came  to  a  vote,  amongst  those  to 
whom  the  right  of  election  did  by  charter  belong,  there  was  an  equi-vote 
for  Mr.  Cotton  and  that  other  person;  only  the  mayor,  who  had  the  cast- 
ing vote,  by  a  strange  mistake,  pricked  for  Mr.  Cotton.  When  the  mayor 
saw  his  mistake,  anew  vote  was  urged  and  granted;  wherein  it  again 
proved  an  equi-vote;  but  the  mayor  most  unaccountably  mistook  again,  as 
he  did  before.  Extreamly  displeased  hereat,  he  pressed  for  a  tJnrd  vote; 
but  the  rest  would  not  consent  unto  it ;  and  so  the  election  fell  upon  Mr. 
Cotton,  by  the  involuntary  cast  of  that  very  hand  which  had  most  opposed 
it.  This  obstruction  to  the  settlement  of  Mr,  Cotton  in  Boston  being  thus 
conquered,  another  followed ;  for  the  Bishop  of  the  Dioeess,  having  under- 
stood that  Mr.  Cotton  was  infected  with  Puritanism,  set  himself  immedi- 
ately to  discourage  his  being  there;  only  he  could  object  nothing,  but, 
"That  Mr.  Cotton  being  a  young  man,  he  was  not  so  fit,  upon  that  score, 
to  be  over  such  a  numerous  and  such  a  factious  people."  And  Mr.  Cotton 
having  learned  no  otherwise  to  value  himself  than  to  concur  with  the 
apprehensions  of  the  Bishop,  intended  therefore  to  return  unto  Cambridge: 
but  some  of  his  friends,  against  his  inclination,  knowing  the  true  loay  of 
doing  it,  3009  charmed  the  Bishop  into  a  declared  opinion  that  Mr.  Cotton 
was  an  honest  and  a  learned  man.  Thus  the  admission  of  Mr.  Cotton 
unto  the  exercise  of  his  ministry  in  Boston  was  accomplished. 

§  8.  Mr.  Cotton  found  the  vnore^acmMe  reception  among  the  people, 
througli  his  own  want  of  internal ^jetfce;  and  because  his  continual  exer- 
cises, from  his  internal  temptations  and  afilictiona,  made  all  people  see,  that 
instead  of  serving  this  or  that  party,  his  cbief  care  was  about  the  salvation 
of  his  oion  soul.  But  the  stirs,  which  had  been  made  in  the  town,  by  the 
Arminian  controversies,  then  raging,  put  him  upon  further  exercises; 
whereof  he  has  himself  given  us  a  narrative  in  the  ensuing  words: 

"When  I  was  first  called  to  Boston  in  Linen  Inaliira,  so  it  was,  that  ftlr.  Baron,  son  of  Dr, 
Boj'on,  (tlie  divinity  readei'  of  Cwmbridge,)  first  broiiclied  tlwt  whiuh  was  tlien  called  Luther- 
anisra,  since  Armiiibiiism;  as  being  indeed  himsElf  learned,  ncute,p!auailile  in  diseourae,  and 
fit  to  insinuate  into  the  hom-ts  of  his  neighboni's.  And  tliongh  he  were  a  physitiiin  by  pro- 
fusion, (.ind  of  good  sltill  in  that  art,)  yet  he  spent  the  greatest  atrengtii  of  his  studies  in 
clearing  and  promoting  the  Arminian  tenets.  Whence  it  eame  to  pass,  that  in  all  the  great 
Teasta  of  the  town,  the  chiefest  discourse  nt  the  table,  did  ordinaiily  fall  upon  Arminian 
loinia,  to  the  great  offence  of  godly  ministers,  both  in  Boston,  and  neighbour-towns.  I 
coming'  among  them,  a  yoting  man,  thought  it  a  part  both  of  modesty  and  prudence  not  to 
ipeak  much  to  tho  points,  at  first,  among  strangers  and  ancients:  until  aftei'wards,  after 
YOL.  I.— 17  ,  .  , 
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liearing  of  many  discourses,  in  public  meetings,  and  much  private  diaconrae  with  the  doctor, 
I  had  learned  at  length  where  all  the  great  sirengih,  of  the  doctur  lay.  '  And  then  observing 
(by  the  strength  of  Christ)  how  to  avoid  such  expressions  as  gave  him  any  advantage  in  the 
expressions  of  odiers,  I  began  publickly  to  preiich,  and  In  private  meetings  to  defend  the  doe. 
trine  of  God's  eternal  election,  before  a\\  foresight  of  good  or  evil,  in  the  cre..tare;  and  the 
redemption,  (ex  gratia)  only  of  liie  elect;  the  effectual  vocation  of  a  sinner,  Per  irresistibilem 
graiia;  vim*,  without  all  respect  of  the  preparation  of  free  will;  and  finally,  the  impossibility 
of  the  fall  of  a  sincere  Ijeliever,  either  totally  or  finally,  from  a  stale  (f  grace.  Hereupon, 
when  the  doctor  had  objected  many  things,  and  heard  my  answers  to  tliose  scruples  whiuh 
he  was  wont  moat  plausibly  to  urge;  presently  aftoi',  our  publick  feasts  and  neighbourly 
meetings  were  silent  from  all  further  debates  about  pre^sltTuiSion,  or  any  of  the  points  which 
depend  thereupon,  and  all  matters  of  religion  were  carried  on  ealmlj'  and  peaceably." 

About  half  a  year  after  Mr.  Cotton  had  been  at  Boston,  thus  usefully 
employed,  he  visited  Cambridge,  that  he  might  then  and  there  proceed 
BateheJlor  of  Divinity,  which  he  did :  and  bis  Goncio  ad  Glerunv\  on  Matt, 
V,  13,  Vos  estis  Sal  Ten-ne^  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  judicious.  Nor 
was  he  less  admired  for  his  very  singular  acutenesa  in  disputation,  when 
he  answered  the  divinity  act  in  the  schools;  wherein  he  had  for  his  oppo- 
nent a  most  acute  antagonist — namely,  Dr.  Chappel — who  was  afterwards 
Provost  of  Trinity-Colledge  in  Dublin;  and  one  unhappily  successful  in 
promoting  the  new  Pelagianism. 

§  9.  Settled  now  at  Boston,  his  dear  friend,  holy  Mr.  Bayns,  recom- 
mended unto  him  a  pious  gentlewoman,  one  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Horrocks,  the 
sister  of  Mr.  James  Horrocks,  a  famous  minister  in  Lancashire,  to  become 
his  consort  in  a  married  estate.  And  it  was  remarkable  that  on  the  very 
day  of  his  wedding  to  that  eminently  vertnoua  gentlewoman,  he  first 
received  that  assurance  of  Grod's  hve  unto  his  own  soul,  by  the  spirit  of 
God,  effectually  applying  his  promise  of  eternal  grace  and  life  unto  him, 
which  happily  kept  with  him  all  the  rest  of  his  days:  for  which  cause  he 
would  afterwards  often  say,  "God  made  that  day,  a  day  of  double  marriage 
to  mel"  The  wife,  which  by  the  favour  of  God  he  had  'aovi  found,  was  a 
very  great  hslp  unto  him,  in  the  service  of  God;  but  especially  upon  this, 
ajnong  many  other  accounts,  that  the  people  of  her  own  sex,  observing 
her  more  than  ordinary  discretion,  gravity,  and  holiness,  would  still  improve 
the  freedom  of  their  address  unto  her,  to  acquaint  her  with  the  exercises 
of  their  own  spirits;  who,  acquainting  her  husband  with  convenient  inti- 
mations thereof,  occasioned  him  in  hia  publick  ministry  more  particularly 
and  profitably  to  discourse  those  things  that  were  of  everlasting  benefit. 

1 10.  After  he  had  been  three  years  in  Boston,  his  careful  studies  and 
prayers  brought  him  to  apprehend  more  of  e»il  remaining  unreformed  in 
the  Church  of  England  than  he  had  heretofore  considered ;  and  from  this 
time  he  became  a  conscientious  non-conformist,  unto  the  uiiscripiuTol  cer- 
emonies and  constitutions  yet  maintained  by  that  church ;  hut  such  was 
his  interest  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that  his  n  on -conformity,  instead  of 
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"being  disturbed,  was  indeed  embraced  by  the  greatest  part  of  tie  town. 
However,  at  last,  complaints  being  made  against  biin  unto  tbe  Bisbop'a 
courts,  he  was  for  a  while  then  put  under  the  circumstances  of  a  silenced 
minister;  in  all  which  while,  he  would  still  give  his  presence  at  tbe  puhUcIe 
sermons,  though  never  at  the  cominon  prayers  of  tbe  conformable.  He  was 
now  offered,  not  only  the  liberty  of  his  ministry,  but  very  gTssA prefermerd 
in  it  also,  if  he  would  but  conform  to  tbe  scrupled  rites,  though  but  in  one 
act,  and  but  for  one  time;  nevertheless,  his  tender  soul,  afraid  of  being 
thereby  polluted,  could  not  in  the  least  comply  with  such  temptations.  A 
stonn  of  many  troubles  upon  him  was  now  gallienng;  but  it  was  very 
strangely  diverted  I  For  that  very  man  who  had  occasioned  this  affliction 
to  him,  now  became  heartily  afflicted  for  bis  own  sin  in  doing  of  it;  and  a 
stedfast,  constant,  prudent  friend;  presenting  eipair  of  gloves  to  a  proctor 
of  an  higher  court,  then  appealed  unto  that  proctor  without  Mr.  Cotton's 
knowledge,  swore.  In  Animam  Domini,^  that  Mr,  Cotton  was  a  confomiabk 
man;  which  things  issued  in  Mr,  Cotton's  being  restored  unto  the  exercise 
of  his  ministry. 

§  11.  Tbe  storm  of  persecidion  being  thus  blown  over,  Mr.  Cotton  enjoyed 
rest  for  many  years.  In  which  time  be  faitlifnlly  employed  his  great 
abilities,  not  in  gaining  men  to  this  or  that  p«rty  of  Christians,  but  in 
acquainting  them  with  the  more  essential  and  substantial  points  of  Chris- 
tianity. In  tbe  space  of  twenty  years  that  he  lived  at  Boston,  on  the 
Lord's  days  in  the  aftei-noons,  he  thrice  went  over  the  hody  of  divinity  in  a 
catechisiiml  way ;  and  gave  tbe  heads  of  his  discourse  to  young  scholars, 
and  others  in  tbe  town,  that  they  might  ans^ve^  to  his  questions  in  tbe 
congregation ;  and  the  answers  he  opened  and  applied  unto  the  general 
advantage  of  the  hearers.  Whilst  he  was  in  this  way  handling  the  sixth 
commandtnent,  the  words  of  God  which  he  uttered  were  so  quick  and  pow- 
erful, that  a  woman  among  his  hearers,  who  bad  been  married  sixteen 
years  to  a  second  husband,  now  in  horror  of  conscience,  openly  confessed 
her  murdering  her  former  husband,  by  poison,  though  thereby  she  exposed 
herself  to  the  extremity  of  being  burned.  In  the  forenoons  of  the  Lord's 
days,  he  preached  over  the  first  six  chapters  in  tbe  Gospel  of  John,  tbe 
whole  book  of  Ecclesiastes ;  the  prophecy  of  Zephaniah;  the  prophecy  of 
Zeehariah,  and  many  other  scriptures.  When  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
administred,  which  was  once  a  month,  he  handled  the  eleventh  chapter  in 
the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  the  thirteenth  chapter  in  the  sec- 
ond book  of  the  Chronicles:  and  some  other  pertinent  paragraphs  of  the 
Bible.  In  his  lectures,  he  went  through  the  whole  first  and  second  Epistles 
of  John;  the  whole  book  of  Solomon's  Song;  the  Parables  of  our  Saviour 
to  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  Matthew.  His  house  also  was  full  of  young 
students ;  whereof  some  were  sent  unto  him  out  of  Germany,  some  out  of 
Holland,  but  most  out  of  Cambridge;  for  Dr.  Preston  would  still  advise 
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liis  near  fledged  pupils,  to  go  live  with  Mr.  Cotton,  that  they  might  be 
fitted  for  publick  service;  insomuch  that  it  was  grown  almost  a  proverb, 
"That  Mr.  Cotton  was  Dr.  Preston's  seasoning  vessel;"  and  of  those  that 
issued  from  this  learned  family,  famous  and  useful  in  their  generation,  the 
well-known  Dr.  Hill  was  not  the  least.  Moreover,  he  kept  a  daily  lecture 
in  his  house,  which,  as  very  reverend  ear-witnesses  have  expressed  it, 
"He  performed  with  mixch  grace,  to  the  edification  of  the  bearers:"  and 
unto  this  lecture  many  pious  people  in  the  town  would  constantly  resort, 
until  upon  a  suspicion  of  some  inoonveniency,  which  might  arise  from  the 
growing  numerousTiess  of  his  auditory,  be  left  it  off.  However,  besidra  bis 
ordinary  lecture  every  Thursday,  he  preached  thrice  more;  every  week, 
on  the  week-days;  namely,  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  on  Saturdays  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  And  besides  these 
immense  labours,  he  was  fi-equently  employed  on  extraordinary  days,  kept 
Pro  Temporis  et  Oausis,*  whereon  he  would  spend  sometimes  no  less  than 
six  hours  in  the  word  and  prayer.  Furthermore,  it  was  his  custom,  once 
a  year,  to  visit  his  native-town  of  Derby,  where  he  was  a  notable  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rale  of  "A  prophet  without  honour  in  his  own  country ;" 
and  by  his  vigilant  cares  this  town  was  for  many  years  kept  supplied  with 
able  and.  faithful  ministers  of  the  gospel.  Thus  was  this  ^ood  man  a  most 
indefatigable  doer  of  good. 

§  12.  The  good  sjnrit  of  God,  so  pleatifully  and  powerfully  accompanied 
the  ministry  of  this  excellent  man,  that  a  great  reformation  was  thereby 
wrought  in  the  town  of  Boston.  Profaneness  was  extinguished,  superstition 
was  abandoned,  religion  was  embraced  and  practised  among  the  lody  of  the 
people;  yea,  the  mayor,  with  most  of  the  magistrates,  were  now  called 
Puritans,  and  the  Satanical  party  was  become  insignificant.  As  to  the 
matter  of  non-confoi'mity,  Mr.  Cotton  was  come  to  forbear  the  ceremonies 
enjoyned  in  the  Church  of  England;  for  which  he  gave  this  account: 

"The  grounds  wei'e  two:  first.  The  significaci/  and  efficacy  put  upon  them,  in  the  prefooe 
to  the  hook  of  Common-Prayer:  That  'they  were  neither  dumb  nor  daik,  hut  apt  to  stir  up 
tiie  dull  mind  of  man,  to  the  remembrance  of  Ma  duty  to  God,  by  some  notable  and  speciiil 
signification,  whereby  he  may  be  edified;'  or  words  to  the  like  puipose.  The  second  was 
the  limitation  of  ehnrch-power,  even  of  the  highest  apostolical  commiaaion,  to  the  'observa- 
tion of  the  commandments  of  Christ,'  Mat  xxviii.  20.  Which  made  it  appear  to  me  utterly 
mikwful  for  any  church-power  to  enjoyn  the  observation  of  indifferent  ceremonies,  which 
Christ  had  not  commanded :  and  all  the  ceremonies  were  alike  destitute  of  the  commandirtenl 
of  Chdat,  though  they  had  been  ind'^erent  otherwise;  which  hideed  others  have  justly 
pleaded  they  were  not." 

But  this  was  not  all :  for  Mr.  Cotton  was  also  come  to  believe,  that  Scrip- 
ture bishops  were  appointed  to  rule  no  larger  a  diocess  than  a  particular 
congregation;  and  that  the  ministers  of  the  Lord,  with  the  heys  of  eccle- 
siastical government,  are  given  by  bim  to  a  congregational  church.     It 
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hence  came  to  pass,  that  our  Iiord.  Jesus  Christ  was  now  worshipped  in 
Boston,  without  the  use  of  the  liturgy,  or  of  those  vestmenis,  which  are  hy 
Zanchy  called  Ibxcra]>iks  Vestes,-*  yea,  the  sign  of  the  cross  was  laid  aside, 
not  only  in  baptism,  but  also  in  the  mayor's  mace,  as  worthy  to  be  made  a 
Nehushtan,  because  it  had  been  so  much  abused  unto  idolatry/.  Aiid  besides 
all  this,  there  were  some  scores  of  pious  people  in  the  town,  who  more 
exactly  formed  themselves  into  an  Evangelical  Church-State,  by  entritig 
into  covenant  with  God,  and  with  one  another,  "to  follow  after  the  Lord, 
in  the  purity  of  his  worship."  However,  the  maiu  bent  and  aim  of  Mr. 
Cotton's  ministry  was,  "to  preach  a  crucified  Christ;"  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Boston  observed,  that  God  blessed  them  in  their  secular  concernments, 
remarkably  the  more,  through  his  dwelling  among  them;  for  many  stran- 
gers, and  some,  too,  that  were  gentlemen  of  good  quality,  resorted  unto 
Boston,  and  some  removed  their  habitations  thither  on  his  account; 
whereby  the  prosperity  of  the  place  was  very  much  promoted. 

§  13.  As  his  desert  of  it  was  very  high,  so  the  respect  which  he  met 
withal  was  far  from  low.  The  best  of  his  hearers  loved  him  greatly,  and 
the  worst  of  them  feared  him,  as  "  knowing  that  he  was  a  righteous  and 
an  holy  man."  Yea,  such  was  the  greatness  of  his  learning,  his  wisdom, 
his  holiness,  that  great  men  took  no  little  notice  of  him.  A  very  honour- 
able person  rode  thirty  miles  to  see  him;  and  afterwards  professed,  "That 
he  had  as  lieve  hear  Mr.  Cotton's  ordinary  exposition  in  his  family,  as 
any  minister's  publick  preaching  that  he  knew  in  England."  Whilst  he 
continued  in  Boston,  Dr.  Preston  would  constantly  come  once  a  year  to 
visit  him,  from  his  exceeding  value  for  Mr.  Cotton's  friendship.  Arch- 
Eishop  Williams  did  likewise  greatly  esteem  him  for  bis  incomparable 
parts;  and  when  he  was  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  he  recommended  Mr. 
Cotton  to  the  royal  favour.  Moreover,  the  Earl  of  Dorchester  and  of 
Lindsey  had  much  regard  unto  him:  which  happened  partly  on  this  occa- 
sion; the  Earl's  coming  into  Lincolnshire,  about  the  dreiuing  of  some 
fenny  grounds,  Mr,  Cotton  was  then  in  his  course  of  preaching  on  Gal. 
ii.  20.  Intending  to  preach  on  the  duties  of  "living  by  faith  in  adversity;" 
but  considering  that  these  noblemen  were  not  much  acquainted  with  affile- 
iions,  he  altered  his  intentions,  and  so  ordered  it,  that  when  they  came  to 
Boston,  he  discoursed  on  the  duties  of  "living  by  feith  in  prosperity." 
when  the  noblemen  were  so  much  taken  with  what  they  heared,  that  they 
assured  him,  if  at  any  time  he  should  want  a  friend  at  court,  they  would 
improve  all  their  interest  for  him.  And  when  Mr.  Cotton  did  plainly, 
but  wisely  admonish  tliem,  of  certain  pastimes  on  the  Lord's  day,  whereijy 
they  gave  some  scandal,  they  took  it  most  kindly  from  him,  and  prom- 
ised a  reformation.  But  none  of  the  roses  cast  on  this  applauded  actor, 
smothered  that  humble,  that  loving,  that  gracious  disposition,  which  was  his 
perpetual  ornament. 
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§  14.  Atlengtli,  doubtless  to  chastise  the  seldom  uneliastised  evils  of 
divisions,  crept  in  among  the  Christians  of  Boston,  it  pleased  the  God  of 
Heaven  to  deprive  them  of  Mr.  Cotton's  ministry,  by  laying  a  tertian 
ague  upon  hira  for  a  year  together.  But  being  invited  unto  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln's,  in  pursuance  to  the  advice  of  his  physicians,  that  he  should 
change  the  air,  he  removed  thither;  and  thereupon  he  happily  recovered. 
Nevertheless,  by  the  same  sickness  he  then  lost  his  excellent  wife;  who 
having  lived  with  him  childless  for  eighteen  years,  went  from  him  now, 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord;  whereupon  he  travelled  further  a  field,  unto 
London,  and  aome  other  places,  whereby  the  recovery  of  his  lost  health 
wag  further  perfected.  About  a  year  afler  this,  he  practically  appeared  in 
opposition  to  Tertullianism,  by  proceeding  unto  a  second  marriagie;  wherein 
one  Mrs.  Sarah  Story,  a  vertuous  widow,  very  dear  to  his  former  wife, 
became  his  consort;  and  by  her  he  had  both  sons  and  daughters. 

§  15.  Although  our  Lord  hath  hitherto  made  the  discretion  and  vigil- 
ancy  of  Mr,  Thomas  Leveret  (afterwards  a  doubly  honoured  elder  of  the 
church,  in  another  land)  the  happy  occasion  of  diverting  many  designs  to 
molest  Mr.  Cotton  for  his  non-conformity,  yet  when  the  sina  of  the  plnce 
had  ripened  it  for  so  dark  a  vengeance  of  heaven  as  the  removing  of  this 
eminent  light,  a  storm  of  persecution  could  no  longer  be  avoided.  A 
debauched  fellow  in  the  town,  who  had  been  punished  by  the  magistrates 
for  his  debaucheries,  contrived  and  resolved  a  revenge  upon  them,  for  their 
justice:  and  having  no  more  effectual  way  to  vent  the  cursed  malice  of 
his  hearty  than  by  bringing  them  into  trouble  at  the  High  Oomraission 
Court,  up  he  goes  to  London,  with  informations  to  that  court,  that  the 
magistrates  did  not  kneel  at  the  sacrament,  nor  observe  some  other  ceremo- 
nies by  law  imposed.  When  some  that  belonged  unto  the  court  signified 
unto  this  informer  that  he  must  pat  in  the  minister's  name:  "Nay,"  (said 
he)  "the  minister  is  an  honest  man,  and  never  did  me  any  wrong:"  but 
it  being  farther  pressed  upon  him,  that  all  his  complaints  would  be  insig- 
nificant, if  the  minister's  name  were  not  in  them,  he  then  did  put  it  in: 
and  letters  missive  were  dispatched  incontinently,  to  convent  Mr.  Cotton 
before  the  infamous  High  Commission  Court  But  before  we  relate  what 
became  of  Mr.  Cotton,  we  will  enquire  what  became  of  his  accuser.  The 
renowned  Mr.  John  Eogers  of  Dedham,  having  been  on  his  lecture  day, 
just  before  his  going  to  preach,  advised  that  Mr.  Cotton  was  brought  into 
this  trouble,  he  took  occasion  to  speak  of  it  in  the  sermon,  with  just 
lamentations  for  it;  and  among  others  he  used  words  to  thia  purpose:  "As 
for  that  man,  who  hath  caused  a  faithful  pastor  to  be  driven  from  his  flock, 
he  is  a  wisp,  used  by  the  hand  of  God  for  the  scowring  of  his  people;  but 
mark  the  words  now  spoken  by  a  minister  of  the  Lord!  I  am  verily  per- 
Bwaded,  the  judgments  of  God  will  overtake  the  man  that  has  done  this 
thing:  either  he  will  die  under  an  hedge,  or  something  else,  more  than 
the  ordinary  death  of  men  shall  befal  him."    Now,  behold,  how  thia  pre- 
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diction  was  accomplialied:  this  miserable  man,  quickly  after  this,  dyed  of 
the  plague,  under  an  hi^gc,  in  Yorkshire;  and  it  was  a  long  time  ere  any 
one  C*>uld  be  found  that  would  bury  him.     This  'tis  to  turn  persecutor. 

§  16.  Mr.  Cotton,  knowing  that  letlsrs  missive  were  out  against  him,  from 
the  High  Commission  Court,  and  knowing  that  if  he  appeared  there,  he 
could  expect  no  other  than  to  be  choaked  with  such  a  perpetual  impris- 
onment as  had  already  murdered  such  men  as  Bates  and  Udal,  he  con- 
cealed himself,  as  well  as  he  could,  from  the  raging  pureevants.  Appli- 
cation was  made,  in  the  mean  time,  to  the  Earl  of  Dorset,  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  his  old  engagement  unto  Mr.  Cotton;  and  the  earl  did  indeed 
intercede  for  him,  until  the  Arch-bishop  of  Canterbury,  who  would  often 
wish,  "OhI  that  I  could  meet  with  Cottonl"  rendred  all  his  intercessions 
both  ineffectual  and  unseasonable.  Hereupon  that  noble  person  sent  word 
unto  him,  that  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  drunkenness,  or  uncleanness,  or 
any  such  lesser /alt,  he  could  have  obtained  his  pardon;  but  inasmuch  as 
he  had  been  guilty  of  non-conformity,  an^  puritanism,  the  crime  was 
unpardonable;  and  therefore,  said  he,  "you  must  fly  for  your  safety." 
Doubtless,  it  was  from  such  unhappy  experiments  that  Mr.  Cotton  afterwards 
published  this  complaint:  "The  ecclesiastical  courts  are  like  the  courts  of 
the  high-priests  and  Pharisees,  which  Solomon  by  a  spirit  of  prophecy 
Etileth,  dens  of  lions,  and  mountains  of  leopards.  And  those  who  have  to 
do  with  them,  have  found  them  markets  of  the  sins  of  the  people,  the  cages 
of  uncleanness,  the  forges  of  extortion,  the  tabernacles  of  bribery,  and  they 
have  been  contrary  to  the  end  of  civil  government,  which  is  the  punish- 
ment of  evil-doers,  and  the  praise  of  them  which  do  well. " 

§  17.  Mr.  Cotton,  therefore,  now,  with  supplications  unto  the  God  of 
Heaven  for  his  direction,  joined  consultations  of  good  men  on  earth ;  and 
among  others,  bo  did,  with  some  of  his  Boston  friends,  visit  old  Mr,  Dod, 
unto  whom  he  laid  open  the  difficult  case  now  before  him,  without  any 
intimation  of  his  own  incUnation,  whereby  the  advice  of  that  holy  maa 
might  have  been  at  all  forestalled.  Mr.  Dod,  upon  the  whole,  said  thus 
unto  him:  "I  am  old  Peter,  and  therefore  muat  stand  still,  and  bear  the 
brunt ;  but  you,  being  young  Peter,  may  go  whether  you  will,  and  ought, 
being  persecuted  in  one  city,  to  flee  unto  another."  And  when  the  Boston 
friends  urged,  "that  they  would  support  and  protect  Mr.  Cotton,  though 
privately;  and  that  if  he  should  leave  them,  very  many  of  them  would 
be  exposed  unto  extreme  temptation:"  he  readily  answered,  "That  the 
removing  of  a  minister  was  like  the  draining  of  a  fish  pond :  the  good  fish 
will  follow  the  water,  but  eels,  and  other  baggage  fish,  will  stick  in  the 
mud."  Which  things,  when  Mr.  Cotton  heard,  he  was  not  a  little  confirmed 
in  his  inclination  to  leave  the  land.  Nor  did  he  forget  the  concession  of 
Cyprian,  that  a  seasonable  flight  is,  in  effect,  "a  confession  of  our  faith:" 
for  it  is  ^profession  that  onrfaitli  is  dearer  unto  us,  than  all  the  mjoi/ments 
from  which  wefy.     But  that  which  is  further  memorable  in  this  matter 


2g4  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEEICANA; 

is,  that  as  tlie  great  God  often  makes  his  truth  to  spread  "by  the  sufferings 
of  them  that  profess  the  truth,  four  hundred  were  converted  by  the  death 
of  one  persecuted  Cecilia:  and  the  Scotch  Bishop  would  leave  ofF  burning 
of  the  feithful,  because  the  smoke  of  Hamilton  infected  aa  many  as  it  blew 
upoD,  Thus  the  silencing  and  removing  of  Mr,  Cotton,  which  was  to  him 
a  thing  little  short  of  martyrdom,  was  an  occasion  of  more  thorough 
repentance  in  sundry  of  his  bereived  people,  who  now  began  to  consider 
that  God,  by  taking  away  their  minister,  was  punishing  their  former 
unfruitftilness  under  the  moat  fruitful  ministry  which  they  had  thus  long 
enjoyed.  And  there  was  yet  another  such  effect  of  the  matter,  which  ia 
now  to  he  related. 

§  18.  To  avoid  them  that  thirsted  for  his  mine,  Mr.  Cotton  travelled 
under  a  changed  name  and  garh,  with  a  full  purpose  of  going  over  for  Hol- 
land; but  when  he  came  near  the  place  where  he  would  have  shipped 
himself,  he  met  with  a  kinsman,  who  vehemently  and  effectually  perswaded 
him  to  divert  into  London.  Here  the  Lord  had  a  work  for  him  to  do, 
which  he  little  thought  of.  Some  reverend  and  renowned  ministers  of 
our  Lord  in  that  great  city,  who  yet  had  not  seen  sufficient  reason  to 
expose  themselves  unto  persecutioTts  for  the  sake  of  non-conformity,  but 
looked  upon  the  imposed  ceremonies  as  indifferent  and  suiferable  trifles, 
and  weighed  not  the  aspect  of  the  second  commandment,  upon  all  tha  parts 
and  means  of  instituted  worship,  took  this  opportunity  for  a  conference  with 
Mr.  Cotton;,  being  perswaded,  that  since  he  was  "no  passionate,  but  a  very 
judicious  man,"  they  should  prevail  with  him  rather  to  conform,  than  to 
leave  his  work  and  his  land.  Unto'the  motion  of  a  conference  Mr.  Cotton 
most  readily  yielded ;  and  first,  all  their  arguments  for  conformity,  together 
with  Mr.  Byfield's,  Mr.  WhateTy's  and  Mr.  Sprint's,  were  produced;  all 
of  which  Mr.  Cotton  answered,  unto  their  wonderful  satisfaction.  Then 
he  gave  his  arguments  for  his  non-conformity,  and  the  reasons  why  he 
ipust  rather  forgo  his  ministry,  or  at  least  his  country,  than  wound  his  con- 
science with  unlawful  compliances;  the  issue  whereof  was,  that  instead  of 
bringing  Mr,  Cotton  back  to  what  he  had  now  forsaken,  he  brought  them 
off  altogether  from  what  they  had  hitherto  practised:  every  one  of  those 
eminent  persons— Dr,  Goodwin,  Mr,  Nye,  and  Mr,  Davenport— now  became 
all  that  ho  was,  and  at  last  leit  the  kingdom  for  their  being  so.  But  Mr, 
Cotton  being  now  at  London,  there  M'ere  three  places  which  offered  them- 
selves to  him  for  his  retreat ;  Holland,  Barbadoes,  and  New-England.  As 
for  Holland,  the  character  and  condition  which  famous  Mr.  Hooker  had 
reported  thereof,  took  off  his  intentions  of  removing  thither.  And  Barba- 
does had  not  near  such  encouraging  circumstances,  upon  the  best  accounts, 
as  New-England ;  where  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  a  more  than  ordinary 
thing  to  be  done  for  his  glory,  in  an  American  wilderness,  and  so  would 
send  over  a  more  than  ordinary  man,  to  be  employed  in  the  doing  of  it. 
Thither,  even  to  that  religious  and  reformed  plantation,  after  the  solemn- 
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eat  applications  to  Heaven  for  direction,  this  great  person  bent  hia  resola- 
tions:  and  letters  procured  from  the  church  of  Boston,  by  Mr.  Winthrop, 
the  governour  of  the  colony,  had  their  influence  on  the  matter. 

1 19.  The  God  that  had  carried  him  through  the /re  of  persecution  was 
now  graciously  with  him  in  his  passage  through  the  loater  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  and  he  enjoyed  a  comfortable  voyage  over  the  "great  and  wide 
sea."  There  were  then  three  eminent  ministers  of  God  in  the  ship; 
namely,  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Stone;  which  glorious  triumvi- 
rate coming  together,  made  the  poor  people  in  the  wilderoesa,  at  their 
coming,  to  say,  that  the  God  of  heaven  had  supplied  them  with  what 
would  in  some  sort  answer  their  three  great  necessities;  Cotton  for  their 
chffiing,  Hooker  for  their  ^^in^,  and  Skme  for  their  huilding:  but  by  one 
or  other  of  these  three  divines  in  the  ship,  there  waa  a  sermon  preached 
every  day,  all  the  while  they  were  aboard;  yea  they  had  three  sermons, 
or  expositions,  for  the  most  part  every  day :  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  the  morning, 
Mr.  Hooker  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Stone  after  supper  in  the  evening.  And 
after  they  had  been  a  month  upon  the  seas,  Mr.  Cotton  received  a  mercy, 
which  God  had  now  for  twenty  years  denied  unto  him,  in  the  birth  of  his 
eldest  son,  whom  he  called  Sea-born,  in  the  remembrance  of  the  never-to- 
he-forgotten  blessings  which  he  thus  enjoyed  upon  the  seas.  But  at  the 
end  of  seven  weeks  they  arrived  at  New-England,  September  3,  in  the  year 
163S ;  where  he  put  a  shore  at  New-Boston,  which  in  a  few  years,  by  the 
smile  of  God — especially  upon  the  holy  wisdom,  conduct,  and  credit  of 
our  Mr.  Cotton — upon  some  a<fcounts  of  growth,  came  to  exceed  Old  Boston 
in  every  thing  that  renders  a  town  considerable.  And  it  is  remarkable 
that  his  arrival  at  New-England,  was  juat  after  the  people  there  had  been, 
by  solemn  fasting  and  prayer,  seeking  unto  God,  that  inasmuch  as  they 
had  been  engaging  to  walk  with  him  in  his  ordinances,  according  to  his 
word,  he  would  mercifully  send  over  to  them,  such  as  might  be  "eyes 
unto  them  in  the  wilderness,"  and  strengthen  them  in  discerning  and  fol- 
lowing of  that  word. 

§  20.  There  were  divers  churches  gathered  in  the  country,  before  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton;  but  upon  his  arrival,  the  points  of  cJmrch-order 
were  with  more  of  exactness  revived,  and  received  in  them,  and  JurOier 
observed  in  such  as  were  gathered  after  them.  He  found  the  whole 
country  in  a  perplexed  and  a  divided  estate,  as  to  their  civil  comtiiuiion,  but 
at  the  publick  desires,  preaching  a  sermon  on  those  words,  (Hag.  ii.  4,) 
"Be  strong,  0  Zerubbabel,  saith  the  Lord;  and  be  strong,  0  Joshua,  son 
of  Josedeeh  the  high-priest;  and  be  strong,  all  ye  people  of  the  land,  saith 
the  Lord,  and  work;  for  I  am  with  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,"  The 
good  spirit  of  God,  by  that  sermon,  had  a  mighty  influence  upon  all  ranks 
of  men,  in  the  infant-plantation;  wl)o  from  this  time,  carried  on  their 
affairs  with  a  new  life,  satisfaction,  ''sxiX  unanimity.  It  was  then  requested 
of  Mr.  Cotton  that  he  would,  from  the  laws  wherewith  God  governed  his 
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ancient  people,  form  an  ahstract  of  such  as  were  of  a  moral  and  a  lasting 
equity;  which  he  performed  as  acceptably  as  judiciously.  But  inasmuch  , 
as  very  much  of  an  Athenian  democracy  was  in  the  mould  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  the  royal  charter  which  was  then  acted  upon,  Mr.  Cotton  effect- 
ually recommended  it  unto  them  that  none  should  he  electors,  nor  elected 
therein,  except  such  as  were  visible  subjects  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  per- 
sonally confederated  in  our  churches.  In  these,  and  many  other  ways,  he 
propounded  unto  them  an  endeavour  after  a  theocracy,  as  near  as  might 
be,  to  that  which  was  the  glory  of  Israel,  the  "peculiar  people." 

But  the  ecclesiastic  constitution  of  the  country  was  that  on  which  he 
employed  his  peculiar  cares;  and  he  was  one  of  those  olive-trees  which 
afforded  a  singular  measure  of  oyl  for  the  illumination  of  our  sanctuary. 

%  21.  "The  churches  now  had  rest^  and  were  edified:  and  there  wei-e 
daily  added  unto  the  churches  those  that  were  to  be  saved."  Nov/,  though 
the  poor  people  were  fed  with  "the  bread  of  adversity,  and  the  waters  of 
affliction,"  yet  they  counted  themselves  abundantly  compensated  by  this, 
that  "their  eyes  might  see  such  teachers"  as  were  now  to  be  seen  among 
them.  The  faith  and  the  order  in  the  churches  was  generally  glorious, 
whatever  little  popular  confusions,  might  in  some  few  places  eclipse  the 
ghry.  But  the  warm  sunshine  will  produce  a  swarm  of  insects;  whilst 
matters  were  going  on  thus  prosperously,  the  cunning  and  malice  of  Satan, 
to  break  the  prosperity  of  the  churches,  brought  in  a  generation  of  hypo- 
crites, who  "crept  in  unawares,  turning  the  grace  of  our  God  into  lasciv- 
iousness."  A  company  of  Antinomian  atid  Familistical  sectaries  were 
strangely  crouded  in  among  our  more  orthodox  planters;  by  the  artifices 
of  which  busie  opinionists  there  was  a  dangerous  blow  given,  first  unto  the 
faith,  and  so  unto  the  peace  of  the  churches.  In  the  storm  thus  raised, 
it  is  incredible  what  obloquy  came  to  be  cast  upon  Mr.  Cotton,  as  if  he 
had  been  the  patron  of  these  destroyers;  merely  because  they,  willing  to 
have  a  "great  person  iu  admiration,  because  of  advantage,"  falsly  used  the 
name  of  this  "  great  person,"  by  the  credit  thereof  to  disseminate  and  dis- 
semble their  errors;  and  because  the  chief  of  them,  in  their  private  con- 
ferences with  him,  would  make  such  fallacious  profession  of  gospel -truths, 
that  his  Christian  and  abused  charity  would  not  permit  him  to  be  so  hasty 
as  many  others  were  in  censuring  of  them.  However,  the  report  given  of 
Mr.  Cotton  on  this  occasion,  by  one  Baily,  a  Scotchman,  in  a  most  scan- 
dalous pamphlet,  called,  "A  Disswasive,"  written  to  cast  an  odium  on  the 
churches  of  New-England,  by  vilifying  him,  that  was  one  of  their  most 
eminentservants,  are  most  horrid  injuries;  for  there  being  upon  the  encour- 
agement of  the  success  which  the  old  Nicene,  Constant! no politan,  Epbesine, 
and  Chalcedonian  councils  had,  in  the  extinguishing  of  several  succeHsiv€ 
heresies,  a  council  now  called  at  Cambridge,  Mr.  Cotton,  after  some  debates 
with  the  Reverend  Assembly,  upon  some  controverted  points  oi  justifica 
Hon,  most  vigorously  joined  with  the  other  ministers  of  the  country  ii 
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against  the  hateful  docinnes,  whereby  tlie  cburcheB  had  bgen 
troubled.  Itideed,  there  did  happen  paroxisms  in  this  hour  of  temptation 
between  Mr.  Cotton  and  some  other  zealous  and  worthy  persons,  which, 
though  they  did  not  amount  unto  the  heat  and  hdghth  of  those  that  hap- 
pened between  Ohrysostom  and  Epiphauius,  or  between  Hieron  and  Euf- 
finua,  yet  they  inclined  him  to  meditate  a  removal  into  another  colony. 
But  a  certain  scandalous  writer,  having  publickly  reproached  Mr.  Cotton 
with  his  former  inclination  to  remove,  there  was  thereby  provoked  his  pub- 
lick  and  patient  answer;  which  being  a  summary  narrative  of  this  whole 
,  I  shall  here  transcribe  it: 


"There  wns  a  generation  of  Familists  in  our  own  and  other  towns,  who,  under  pretence 
of  holding  forth  wliat  I  had  taught,  touching  union  with  Christ,  and  evidencing  that  union, 
did  secretly  vent  sundry  and  dangerous  errors  and  heresies,  denying  all  inherent  righteous- 
neaa,  and  all  evidencing  of  a  good  estate  thereby  in  any  sort,  and  some  of  them  also  denying 
the  hnmorlality  oflhe  soul,  and  the  resvrrectioit  of  Che  body.  When  they  were  questioned  by 
some  brethren  about  those  things,  tJiey  carried  it  as  if  they  had  held  forth  uofhlng  but  what 
Uiey  had  recMved  from  me:  whereof,  when  I  was  advised  to  clear  my  self,  I  pnblickly  preached 
against  those  errors.  Then  said  the  brethren  to  the  erring  party, 'See,  your  teatherdeelares 
himself  cieaily  to  differ  from  you.'  'No  matter,'  (say  the  other)  'what  he  suith  in  puhliek; 
we  understand  him  otherwise,  and  we  know  what  he  saith  to  ua  in  private.'  Yea,  and  I  my 
self  could  not  casOy  believe  Uiat  those  erring  brethren  and  sisters  were  so  corrupt  in  their 
Judginenls  as  they  were  reported;  they  seeming  to  me  forward  Christians,  and  utterly  denying 
any  such  tenents,  or  any  thing  else,  but  what  they  received  from  my  self.  All  which  bred 
in  sundry  of  the  counti-y  ajealousio  that  Iwaa  in  secret  ft  fomenter  of  the  spirit  of  familism, 
if  not  leavened  my  self  that  way.  Which  I  discerning,  it  wrought  in  me  thoughts  (as  it  did 
in  many  other  sincerely  and  godly  brethren  of  our  chuiuh)  not  of  a  separation  from  the 
churches,  hut  of  a  removal  to  New-Haven,  as  being  better  known  to  the  pastor,  and  some 
others  tliere,  thnn  to  aueS  oa  were  at  that  time  jealous  of  me  here.  The  true  ground  whereof 
was  an  inward  loatbness  to  be  troublesome  unto  godly  minds,  and  a  fear  of  the  unprofitiible- 
ness  of  my  ministry  there,  where  my  way  waa  snspected  to  be  doubtful  and  dangerous.  I 
chose  therefore  rather  to  meditate  o  silent  depai'ture  in  peace,  than  by  tarrying  here,  to  make 
way  for  the  breaking  forth  of  iemptations.  But  when,  at  the  Synod,  I  had  discovered  the 
corruption  of  the  judgment  of  the  erring  brethren,  and  saw  their  fraudulent  pretence  of  holding 
foitJi  no  other  tut  what  they  received  from  me,  (when  as  indeed  (hey  plead  for  gross  errors 
contrary  unto  my  judgment,)  I  thereupon  did  bear  witness  against  them;  and  when  in  a 
private  conference  with  some  chief  magistrates  and  elders,  I  perceived  that  my  I'emoval  upon 
such  differences  was  unwelcome  to  them,  and  that  such  points  need  not  to  occasion  any  dis- 
lance  (neither  in  place  nor  in  heart)  amongst  brethren,  I  then  rested  sal^fied  in  my  abode 
amongst  them,  and  so  have  continued,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  unto  this  day." 

'Tia  true,  such  was  Mr.  Cotton's  holy  ingenuity,  that  when  he  perceived 
;he  advantage  which  erroneous  and  heretical  persons  in  his  church  had 
"rom  his  abused  charity  taken  to  spread  their  dangerous  opinions,  before 
le  was  aware  of  them,  he  did  publickly  sometimes  with  tears  bewail  it, 
'That  the  enemy  had  sown  so  many  tares  whilst  he  had  been  asleep." 
Nevertheless,  'tis  as  true,  that  nothing  ever  could  be  haser  than  the  disin- 
renuity  of  those  pamphleteers,  who  took  advantage  hence  to  catch  these 
sars  in  their  venemons   ink  horns,  and  employ  them  for  so  many  hlots 
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upon  the  memory  uf  a  righteous  man,  "worthy  to  he  had  in  everlasting 
remembrance." 

§  22.  When  the  virulent  and  violent  Edwards  had  been  after  a  most 
unchristian  manner  bespattering  the  excellent  Burroughs,  that  reviled 
saint,  in  bis  anawer,  had  that  passage:  "The  extreme  eagerness  of  some 
■  names,  makes  us  to  think  that  God  hath  made  more  use  of 
s  than  we  were  aware  of," — "We  see  by  their  anger,  even  almost 
to  madness,  bent  that  way,  that  they  had  little  hope  to  prevail,  with  all 
their  argument  against  the  cause  we  profess,  till  they  could  get  down  our 
esteem  (sucli  as  it  was)  in  the  hearts  of  the  people." — "But  our  names  are 
not  in  the  power  of  their  tongues  and  pens;  they  are  in  the  hands  of 
God,  who  will  preserve  them  so  far  as  he  hath  use  of  them;  and  farther, 
we  shall  have  no  use  of  them  our  selves."  That  bitter  spirit  in  Baily 
must  for  such  causes  expose  the  name  of  the  incomparable  Cotton  unto 
irreparable  injuries:  for,  from  the  meer  hearsays  of  that  uncharitable 
writer,  hastily  published  unto  the  world,  the  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  Hoorn- 
beck,  not  much  less  against  the  rules  of  charity,  printed  a  short  account 
of  Mr.  Cotton,  whereof  an  ingenious  author  truly  says,  there  was  in  it, 
"  Quot  fere  Verba,  tot  Brrores  famosissimi ;  neque  tantwm,  guot  Capita,  tot 
Oarpenda,  sed  quot  fere  Senteniiarum  pimctula,  tot  Sispungenda"*  That 
scandalous  account,  it  is  pity  it  should  be  read  in  English,  and  greater 
pity  that  ever  that  reverend  person  should  make  it  he  read  in.  Latin ; 
hut  this  itwas:  " COTTONUS,  AojTore  Ordinis  Episcopalis,in  Aliud  Extremum 
prolapsus,  Omnia  plebi  absque  Vinculo  Ecclesiarum  concedebat. — Cottonus 
isie,  primum  in  Anglia,  oiteHus  Longe  Sentential  fuerat,  unde  et  plurimorutn 
Erroi'um  Heresiumgue  Beus,  MaaAmus  Ordinis  istius,  vel  poHus  Ataxias, 
froraptov  extiUt;  hahuitque  secum,  g^iefmadmodum  Montanus  olim  Maximil- 
lAM,  suam  HuTCHiNSOKAM,  de  qva  varia  et  prodigiosa  multa  referunt."j; 
From  these  miserable  historians,  who  would  imagine  what  a  slur  has  been 
abroad  cast  upon  the  name  of  as  holy,  as  learned,  as  orthodox,  and  emi- 
nent a  servant  of  our  Lord,  in  his  Reformed  Churches,  as  was  known  in 
his  agel  Among  the  rest,  it  is  particularly  obser\'abl6  how  a  laborious 
and  ingenious  foreigner,  in  his  "Bibliotkeca  Anghrum  Theohgica,"  having 
in  his  index  mentioned  a  book  of  this  our  Mr,  Cotton,  under  the  stile  of 
"Johannis  Cottoni,  YiaTit^,  Liber  ?7i!.Wssimiw, "J  presently  adds,  "AUm 
Johannes  Cottonus  make  Notes  Bomo:'''%  whereas  'twas  only  by  the  misre 
presentations  of  contentious  and  unadvised  men,  that  John  Cotton,  tht 


*  Almoil  as  ma 
Bh^lera,  but  sur 

jhBP 

"^^™---— 

y  of  bsliig  utterly  eipni 

■ionaeuoughl 
igod,  as  alini; 

«lto°™i 

t  Collon,  drivei 
.otIhflpBlBorili 

■  Vhi 

B  hoimr  of  Iha  EplBcop&I  onl 

herlshod  widely  differen 

r«me,gaveni 

leveiylh 

...t.Google 


OK,    THE    HI8T0EY    OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  269 

expcrimentiil  autlior  of  such  an  useful  book,  must  be  branded  with  a  noU; 
of  infamy.  But  if  the  reader  will  deal  justly,  be  must  join  tbese  gross 
calumnies  upon  Cotton  with  the  fables  of  Luther's  devil,  Zuinglius'  dreams, 
Calvin's  brands,  and  Junius'  cloven  foot.  If  Hoornbeck  ever  saw  Cotton's 
mild,  but  full  reply  to  Baily,  which,  as  the  good  spirited  Beverly  says, 
would  have  been  esteemed  a  sufficient  refutation  of  all  these  wretched 
slanders,  Nisi  Frati-um  quoruTidam  aures  erunt  ad  veritatem,  tanquam  Aspi- 
dum,  obduratcB*  'tis  impossible  to  excuse  his  wrongful  dealings  with  a  ven- 
erable minister  of  our  Lordl  Pray,  sir,  charge  not  our  Cotton  with  an 
Horror  Ordinis  Episcopalis;  until  you  have  chastised  your  friend  Hono- 
rius  Reggius,  that  is  Qeorgivs  Hoi-nius,  for  telling  us,  as  Voetius  quotes  it: 
"Multorum  Animos  Subiit  Jiecordatio  illius,  qvod  Yenerahilis  Seza,  lum  sine 
PropheticE  Spirita,  olim  rescripsit  Knoxo,  EcclesiiB  ScoticcB  Heformatori:  Sicut 
^iscopi  Papatum  pepererunt,  ita  Ooulis  pcene  ipsis  jam  cernitur,  Pseudo-3pis- 
copos^  papains  Reliquias,  Hpicureismum  Terris  Invectttros.  Atgve  hixc  prce- 
mittere  Visum,  ut  eo  manifestiua  esset  Britanniam  diuHus  Episcopoa  non 
potimse/erre,  nisi  in  Papismum  et  Atlieismum  Labi  velhL"\  Charge  not  our 
Cotton  with  an  Omnia  PUbi  absque  Vinculo  Aliarum  Ecclesiarum  concede- 
bat;  until,  besides  the  whole  scope  and  scheme  of  his  ecclesiastical  writ- 
ings, which  allow  no  more  still  unto  the  fratei-niti/,  than  Parker,  Ames, 
Cartwright;  and  advance  no  other  than  that  aristocrasie  that  Beza,  Zan- 
chy,  Whitaker,  Bucer,  and  Blondel  pleaded  for;  you  have  better  construed 
his  words  in  his  golden  preface  to  Norton's  answer  unto  the  Sylloge  Qucss- 
tionum,  "Neqtie  nos  Regimen  proprie  dictum  alibi  quam  penes  Preshyteres 
stahilendum  Gupimus:  Convenimus  arnboin  Subjecto  Megiminis  Eeclesiastici: 
Convenimus  etiam  in  Ikgula  Hegiminis,  ut  Administrenlur  Omnia  Juxia 
Canonem  Sacrarum  Scripturarum:  Gonvenimus  etiam  in  Mne  Begtminis,  til 
Omnia  Transigantur  ad  Edijicationem  EcchsicB,  non  ad  Pompam  aut  Luxum 
Secularem:  Synodos  nos,  una  Volnsoum,  cum  optus  fuerit,  et  Sasciptmus  et 
veneramur.  Quantillum  est,  quod  Restat,  quod  Distal!  Actus  Hegiminis,  quos 
vos  a  Synodis  peragi  Velletis,  eos  a,  Synodis  porrigi  EcclesHs,  et  ab  Ecclesiis, 
ex  Synodali  DiOETHOSEi,  peragi  petermnu,s."X  Charge  not  our  Cotton  with 
an  Ataxias  Promoter  Ectitit,  until  you,  your  self,  Doctor,  have  revoked 
your  own  tivo  concessions,  which  are  all  the  Ataxies  that  ever  could,  with 
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SO  much  as  the  least  pretence,  he  imputed  unto  this  renowned  person: 
"-fifccfesi'a  particularis  qwxUbet  Subjectum  est  Adisqiiatum  et  proprium  pknce 
potestatis  Ecclesiastics;  nee  Congrue  dkitur  ejus  Synodo  D^endentia,  and, 
Neque  enim,  Synodi  in  alias  Ecchsias  poteelatem,  hahent  Iniperantem,  quce 
Superiorum  est,  in  Inf&riores  sibi  Subditos;  Non-Communionis  Sententia  Pot- 
estatem  Summam  denolat."*  Aa  for  the  Gottonus  Plurimorum  Erroru-m, 
ITcBresiumque  Beus,  were  old  Austin  alive,  he  would  have  charged  no 
less  a  crime  than  that  of  sacrikdge  upon  the  man  that  thus,  without  all 
colour,  should  rd>  the  church  of  a  name  which  would  justly  be  dear  unto 
it;  for,  as  the  great  Caryl  hath  expressed  it,  "The  name  of  Cotton  is  as 
au  ointment  poured  forth,"  But  for  the  top  of  all  these  calumnies,  Cottoni 
SutcMnsojia,  instead  of  a  resemblance  to  Montani  McKcimilla,  the  truer 
comparison  would  have  been,  Mulier  ista,  qute  per  Oalumniam  notissiinam 
Ol^iciebatur  Aikanasio;^  all  the  favour  which  that  prophetess  of  Thjatira 
had  from  this  angelical  tnan,  was  the  same  that  the  provoked  Paul  showed 
unto  the  Pythoniss.  In  fine,  the  histories  which  the  world  has  had  of  the 
Kew-Bnglish  churches,  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Cotton,  I  have  some- 
times thought  much  of  a  piece  with  what  we  have  in  the  old  histories  of 
Lyaimachus;  that  when  a  l^rous,  a  scabby  sort  of  people  were  driven  out 
of  Egypt  into  the  wilderness,  there  was  a  certain  man  called  Moses,  who 
counselled  them  to  march  on  in  a  body,  till  they  came  to  some  good  soyl. 
This  Moses  commanded  them  to  be  kind  unto  no  man ;  to  give  had  advice 
rather  than  good,  upon  al!  occasions ;  and  to  destroy  as  many  temples  as 
they  could  find;  so,  after  much  travel  and  trouble,  they  came  to  a  fruitful 
soyl,  where  they  did  all  the  mischief  that  Moses  had  recommended,  and 
built  a  city,  which  was  at  first  called  Hierosyla,  from  the  spoiling  of  the 
temples;  but  afterwards,  to  shun  the  disgrace  of  the  occasion,  they  changed 
it  into  HierosoJyme,  and  bore  the  name  of  Hierosolymitans.  But  thus  must 
a  had  report,  as  well  as  a  good  report,  follow  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Cotton, 
whose  only  fault,  after  all,  was  that  with  which  that  memorable  ancient 
Nazienzen  was  taxed  sometimes;  namely,  the  fault  of  Mansuetude. 

%  2S.  These  clouds  being  thus  happily  blown  over,  the  rest  of  his  days 
were  spent  in  a  more  settled  peace;  and  Mr,  Cotton's  growing  and  spread- 
ing fame,  like  Joseph's  bough,  "ran  over  the  wall"  of  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
unto  such  a  degree,  that  in  the  year  1641  some  great  persons  in  England 
were  intending  to  have  sent  over  a  ship  on  purpose  to  fetch  him  over, 
for  the  sake  of  the  service  that  such  a  man  as  Ite  might  then  do  to  the 
church  of  G-od,  then  travelling  in  the  nation.  But  although  their  doubt 
of  his  willingness  to  remove  caused  them  to  forbear  that  method  of  obtain- 
ing him,  yet  the  principal  members  in  both  houses  of  parliament  wrote 
unto  him,  with  an  opportunity  for  his  return  into  England;  which  had 

*  Each  pKrtlcular  chnreb  Is  a  fit  end  proper  depoBitory  of  plEnary  eoolealoalieaJ  puwer,  nor  an  it  be  ju'lij' 
BtylBd  a  depeiidanoj  of  Ihe  Sjnod.    Nor  Y,me  Bjnoda  any  8ui:b  nilinK  aiillioi'lty  over  the  churchpa  na  a  suptiTior 
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prevailed  -with  him,  if  the  dismal  showers  of  blood,  quickly  after  breaking 
upon  the  nation,  had  not  made  such  afflictive  impressions  upon  him  as  to 
prevent  hia  purpose.  He  continued  therefore  in  Boston  unto  his  dying 
day ;  counting  it  a  great  favour  of  Heaven  unto  him,  that  lie  was  delivered 
from  "the  unsettlednesa  of  habitation,"  which  was  not  among  the  least 
of  the  calamities  that  exercised  the  apostles  of  our  Lord.  Nineteen  years 
and  odd  months  he  spent  in  this  place,  doing  of  good  publickly  and  pri- 
vately, unto  all  sorts  of  men,  as  it  became  "a  good  man  full  of  faith,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Here,  in  an  expository  way,  he  went  over  the  Old 
Testament  once,  and  a  second  time  as  far  as  the  thirtieth  chapter  of  Isaiah ; 
and  the  whole  New  Testament  once,  and  a  second  time  as  far  as  the  elev- 
enth chapter  to  the  Hebrews.  Upon  the  Lord's-days  and  lecture-days,  he 
preached  thorow  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles;  the  prophesies  of  Hsggai  and 
Zechariah,  the  books  of  Ezra,  the  Revelation,  Ecclesiastes,  Canticles, 
second  and  third  Epistles  of  John,  the  Epistle  to  Titus,  both  Epistles  to 
Timothy;  the  Epistle  to  the  Eomans;  with  innumerable  other  scriptures 
oh  incidental  occasions.  Though  he  had  also  the  most  remarkable  facalty, 
perhaps  of  any  man  living,  to  meet  every  remarkable  occasion  with  perti- 
nent reJlecHons^  whatever  kxt  he  were  upon,  without  ever  wandring  out  of 
Bight  from  his  text:  and  it  is  possible  there  might  sometimes  be  a  particu- 
lar operation  of  providence,  to  make  the  works  and  words  of  God  meet  in 
the  ministry  of  his  holy  servant.  But  thus  did  he  "  abound  in  the  works 
of  the  Lord!" 

§  24  At  length,  upon  desire,  going  to  preach  a  sermon  at  Cambridge, 
(which  he  did  on  Is'*  liv  13-  "Thy  children  shall  be  all  taught  of  the 
Lord ;"  and  from  thence  ga\  e  many  excellent  councils  unto  the  students 
of  the  college  there)  he  took  wet  in  his  passage  ovei  the  ferry ;  but  he 
presently  felt  the  effect  of  it,  by  the  failing  of  his  voice  in  sermon-time; 
which  ever  untd  n-jw  had  been  a  cleai,  ncit,  audible  voice,  and  easily 
heard  in  the  mc^t  capacious  auditory  Being  '  found  so  doing,"  as  it  had 
often  been  his  declared  wish,  "That  he  might  not  outlive  his  work  1"  (saying 
upon  higher  principles  than  once  Ourius  Dentatus  did,  Malle  esse  se  Mor- 
tuum,  quam  Vivere:  that  he  had  rather  be  dead,  than  live  dead;  and  with 
Seneca,  ZflUmum  malorum  est  ex  vivorum  Numero  txire,  ante  quam  moria- 
ris:)^  hisillness  went  on  to  an  inflammation  in  his  lungs;  from  whence  he 
grew  somewhat  asthraatical ;  but  there  was  a  complication  of  other  scor- 
biiiic  effects,  which  put  him  under  many  symptoms  of  his  approaching  end. 
On  the  eighteenth  of  November  he  took  in  course,  for  his  text,  the  four 
last  verses  of  the  second  Epistle  of  Timothy,  giving  this  reason  for  his 
insisting  on  so  many  verses  at  once,  "Because  else  (he  said)  I  shall  not 
live  to  make  an  end  of  this  Epistle;"  but  he  chiefly  insisted  on  those 
words,  "Grace  be  with  you  all."  Upon  the  Lord's  day  following,  he 
preached  his  last  sermon  on  Joh.  i.  li,  about  that  "glory  of  the  Lord 
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Jesus  Christ,"  from  the  faith  to  the  iight  whereof  he  was  now  hastening, 
Afler  this,  in  that  study  which  had  been  perjum&i  with  many  such  days 
before,  he  now  spent  a  day  in  secret  humiliations  and  supplicationa  before 
the  Lord;  seeking  the  special  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  great 
work  of  dying,  that  was  now  before  him.  What  glorious  transactions 
might  one  have  heard  passing  between  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  an 
excellent  servant  of  his,  now  coming  unto  him,  if  be  could  have  had  an 
hearing  place  behind  the  hangings  of  the  chamber,  in  such  a  d4y !  But  hav- 
ing fiaished  the  duties  of  the  day,  he  took  his  leave  of  his  beloved  study, 
saying  to  his  consort,  "I  shall  go  into  that  room  no  morel"  And  he  had 
all  along  presages  in  his  heart  that  God  would,  by  his  present  sickness, 
give  him  "an  entrance  into  the  everlasting  Itingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  Wherefore,  "setting  his  house  in  order,"  he  was  now  so  far  from 
unwilling  to  receive  the  mercy  strolce  of  deadi,  as  that  he  was  desirous  to  be 
with  Him,  "with  whom  to  be,  is  by  far  the  best  of  all."  And  although 
the  chief  ground  of  his  readiness  to  be  gone,  was  from  the  unutterably 
sweet  and  rich  entertainments  which  he  did  hy  foretaste  as  well  as  hy  prom- 
ise, know  that  the  Lord  bad  reserved  in  the  heavenly  regions  for  him,  yet 
he  said  it  contributed  unto  this  readiness  in  him,  when  he  considered  the 
saints,  whose  company  and  communion  he  was  going  nnto;  particularly 
Perkins,  Ames,  Preston,  Hildersham,  Dod,  and  others,  which  had  been 
peculiarly  dear  unto  himself;  besides  the  rest,  in  that  general  assembly/. 

§  25.  While  he  thus  lay  sick,  the  magistrates,  the  ministers  of  the 
country,  and  Christians  of  all  sorts,  resorted  unto  him,  as  unto  a  pvhUck 
father,  full  of  sad  apprehensions  at  the  withdraw  of  such  a  puhlick  bless- 
ing; and  the  "gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth,"  while  he 
had  strength  to  utter,  the  profitable  conceptions  of  his  mind,  caused  them 
to  reckon  these  their  visits  the  gainfulest  that  ever  they  had  made.  Among 
others,  the  tlieu  president  of  the  college,  with  many  tears,  desired.of  Mr. 
Cotton,  before  his  departure,  to  bestow  his  blessing  on  him:  sayiiig,  "I 
know,  in  my  heart,  they  whom  you  bless  shall  be  blessed."  And  not  long 
before  his  death,  he  sent  for  the  elders  of  the  church,  whereof  he  himself 
also  was  au  elder;  who  having,  according  to  the  apostolical  direction, 
prayed  over  him,  he  exhorted  them  to  "feed  the  flock  over  which  they 
were  overseers,"  and  increase  their  watch  against  those  declensions  which  he 
saw  the  professors  of  religion  falUng  into:  adding,  "I  have  now,  through 
grace,  been  more  than  forty  years  a  servant  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  have  ever  found  him  a  good  master."  When  his  colleague,  Af  r.Wil- 
son,  took  his  leave  of  bim  with  a  wish  that  God  would  lift  up  the  "light 
of  his  countenance"  upon  him,  be  instantly  replied,  "God  hath  done  it 
already,  brotherl"  He  then  called  for  his  children,  with  whom  he  left  the 
gracious  covenant  of  God,  as  their  never-failing  portion:  and  now  desired 
that  he  might  be  leO,  private  the  rest  of  his  minutes,  for  the  more  freedom 
of  his  applications  unto  the  Lord.     So  lying  speediless  a  few  hours,  he 
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breathed  his  blessed  soul  into  the  bands  of  hia  heavenly  Lord  on  the 
twenty-third  of  December,  1652,  entring  on  tbe  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
own  age:  and  on  the  day— yea,  at  the  hour — of  bis  constant  weekly 
labours  in  the  lecture,  wherein  be  bad  been  so  long  serviceable,  even  to 
all  the  churches  of  New-England.  Upon  Tuesday,  the  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  he  was  most  honourably  interred,  with  a  most  numerous  con- 
course of  people,  and  the  most  grievous  and  solemn  funeral  that  was  ever 
known  periiaps  upon  the  American  strand;  and  the  lectures  in  his  church, 
the  whole  winter  following,  performed  by  the  neighbouring  ministers,  were 
but  so  many  funeral  sermons  upon  the  death  and  worth  of  this  extraor- 
dinary person;  among  which,  the  first,  I  think,  was  preached  by  Mr. 
Eichard  Mather,  who  gave  unto  tbe  bereaved  church  of  Boston  this  great 
character  of  their  incomparable  Cotton:  "Let  us  pray  that  God  would 
raise  up  some  Eleazar  to  succeed  this  Aaron:  but  you  can  hardly  expect 
that  so  iarge  a  portion  of  the  spirit  of  God  should  dwell  in  any  one,  as 
dwelt  in  this  blessed  man!"  And  generally  in  the  other  churches  through 
the  country,  tbe  expiration  of  this  geiieral  blessing  to  them  all,  did  produce 
funeral  sermons  ful!  of  honour  and  sorrow;  even  as  many  mil^  above  an 
hundred,  as  New-Haven  was  distant  from  Massachuset-bay,  when  the 
tidings  of  Mr.  Cotton's  decease  arrived  there,  Mr.  Davenport  with  many 
tears  bewailed  it,  in  a  publick  discourse  on  that  in  2  Sam.  i,  26,  "I  am 
distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan,  very  pleasant  bast  thou  been 
unto  me."   Yea,  they  speak  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  their  lamentations  to  this  day! 

It  is  a  memorable  saying  of  Algazel,  In  qua  Lumen  ReJigionis  ei  Devolio- 
nis,  Fumtis  generatus  ex  Lumine  Scientm  non  extinguit,  tile  perfeclus  est: 
3ed  quia  est  hie,  ut  adm-emus  eum  ?*  Reader,  I  will  show  thee  such  a  man ; 
one  in  whom  the  light  of  leamiiig  aeeompanied  the^re  of  goodness,  met  in 
an  high  degree :  but  thou  shalt  ttt/oj'e  none  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
made  him  such  a  man. 

§  26.  How  vast  a  treasure  of  learning  was  laid  in  the  grave,  which  was 
opened  on  this  occasion,  can  scarce  credibly  and  stifficimtlg  be  related. 
Mr.  Cotton  was  indeed  a  most  universal  schokir,  and  a  living  a>/stein  of  the 
liberal  arts,  and  a  walking  library.  It  would  be  endless  to  recite  all  his 
particular  accomplishments,  but  only  three  articles  of  observation  shall 
be  offered.  First,  for  hb  grammar,  he  had  a  very  singular  skill  in  those 
three  languages,  tbe  knowledge  whereof  was  the  inscription  on  the  cross  of 
our  Saviour,  proposed  unto  the  perpetual  use  of  his  church.  The  Hebrew 
he  understood  so  exactly,  and  so  readily,  that  he  was  able  to  discourse  in  it. 
In  the  Greek  he  was  a  critic,  so  accurate  and  so  well  versed,  that  he  need 
not,  like  Austin,  to  have  studied  in  bis  reduced  age.  Thus,  if  niany  of 
the  ancients  committed  gross  mistakes,  in  their  inleiyreialions  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, through  their  want  of  skill  in  tbe  originals,  Mr.  Cotton  was  better 
qualified  for  an  interpreter.     He  both  wrote  and  spoke  Latin  also  with 
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great  facility;  and  with  a  most  Ciceronian. elegancy,  exemplified  in  one 
published  composure.  Next,  for  his  logic  he  was  conipleatly  furnished 
therewith  to  encounter  the  subtilest  adversary  of  the  truth.  But  although 
he  had  been  educated  in  the  peripatetick  way,  yet,  like  the  other  puritans 
of  those  times,  he  rather  affected  the  Ramaen  discipline;  and  chose  to  fol- 
low the  methods  of  that  excellent  Eamus,  who,  like  Justin  of  old,  was 
not  only  a  philosopher,  but  a  Christian,  and  a  martyr  also;  rather  than  the 
more  empty,  trifling,  aitercative  notions,  to  which  the  worlis  of  the  Pagan 
Aristotle,  derived  unto  us  through  the  mangling  hands  of  the  apostate 
Polphyrie,  have  disposed  his  disciples.  Lastly,  for  his  Theoltxjie,  tliere 
'twas  that  he  had  his  greatest  exlraordinariness,  and  most  of  all,  his  7'exi- 
val  Divinity.  His  abilities  to  expound  the  Scriptures,  caused  him  to  be 
admired  by  the  ablest  of  his  hearers.  Although  his  incomparable  modesty 
would  not  permit  him  to  speak  any  more  than  the  leasi  of  himself,  yet 
unto  a  private  friend  he  hath  said,  "That  he  knew  not  of  any  difScuIt 
place  in  all  the  whole  Bible,  which  he  had  not  weighed,  some  what  unto 
satisfiiction."  And  hence,  though  he  ordinarily  bestowed  much  pains 
upon  his  publick  sermons,  yet  he  hath  sometimes  preached  most  admir- 
ably, without  any  warning  at  all;  and  a  neio  note  upon  a  text  before  him, 
occurring  to  his  mind,  but  just  as  he  was  going  into  the  assembly,  has 
talten  up  his  discourse  for  that  hour,  so  pertinently  and  judiciously,  that 
the  most  critical  of  his  auditors  imagined  nothing  extemporaneous. 
Indeed,  his  library  was  vast,  and  vast  was  his  acquaintance  with  it;  but 
although  amongst  his  readings  he  had  given  a  special  room  unto  the  fcdltcrs, 
and  unto  the  school-men,  yet  at  last  he  preferred  one  Calvin  above  them 
all.  If  Erasmus,  when  offered  a  bishoprick  to' write  against  Ijiither,  could 
answer,  "  There  was  more  divinity  in  a  page  of  Luther,  than  in  all  Thomaa 
Aquinas,"  'tis  no  wonder  that  Salmasius  could  so  venerate  Oalvin  as  to 
say,  "That  he  had  rather  be  the  author  of  that  one  book,  '(^e  Institutions^ 
written  by  Calvin,  than  have  written  all  that  was  ever  done  by  Grotius." 
Even  such  a  Calvinistwas  our  Cotton  1  Said  he,  "I  have  read  the  fathers 
and  the  school-men,  and  Oalvin  too;  but  I  find  that  he  that  has  Calvin, 
has  them  all."  And  being  asked,  why  in  his  latter  days  he  indulged  noc- 
turnal studies  more  than  formerly,  he  pleasantly  replied,  "Because  I  love  to 
sweeten  my  mouth  with  a  piece  of  Calvin  before  I  go  to  sleep." 

§  27.  Indeed,  in  his  common  preaching,  he  did  as  Basil  reports  of 
Ephrem  Syrus,  Plurimum  disiare  a  Mundana  Saptentia:*  and  though  he 
were  a  great  scholar,  yet  ho  did  conacienttously  forbear  making  to  the 
common  people  any  ostentation  of  it.  He  had  the  art  of  concealing  his  art; 
and  thought  with  Sobinus,  Nbn  minus  est  Virtus  Populariter  quam  Argute 
Loqui,\  and  Mr.  Dod,  "That  Latin  for  the  most  part  was  flesh  in  a  ser- 
mon."   Accordingly,  when  he  was  handling  the  deepest  subjects,  a  speech 

•  He  abalaineil  from  dlaplajs  of  worldly  wMom. 
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of  that  import  was  frequent  with  him,  "  I  desire  to  speak  so  as  to  be  under- 
stood by  the  meanest  capacity  I"  And  he  would  sometimes  give  the  same 
reason  for  it,  which  the  great  Austin  gave:  "If  I  preach  more  scholastic- 
ally,  then  only  the  learned,  and  not  the  unlearned,  can  so  understand  as 
to  profit  by  me;  but  if  I  preaeh  plainly,  then  both  learned  and  unlearned 
will  understand  me,  and  so  I  shall  profit  all."  "When  a  golden  key  of  ora- 
tory would  not  so  well  open  a  mystery  of  Christianity,  he  made  no  stick  to 
take  an  iron  one,  that  should  be  less  rhetorical.  You  should  hear  few  terms 
of  art,  few  latinities,  no  exotic  or  obsolete  phrases,  obscuring  of  the  truths 
which  he  was  to  bring  unto  the  people  of  God.  Nevertheless,  his  more 
judicious  and  observing  hearers  could,  by  his  most  untrimmed  sermons, 
perceive  that  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilities.  Hence,  when 
a  Dutchman  of  great  learning  heard  Mr.  Cotton  preach  "at  Boston,  in  Eng- 
land, he  professed,  "That  he  never  in  his  life  saw  such  a  conjunction  of 
learning  and  plainness  as  there  was  in  the  preaching  of  this  worthy  man." 
The  yfoj'!/  of  God,  and  not  his  own  glory,  was  that  at  which  he  aimed  in 
his  labours;  for  which  cause,  at  the  end  of  his  notes,  he  still  inserted  that 
clause,  TibiDomine;  or,  "  For  thy  glory,  OGodI"  I^ot  this  delivery,  though 
it  were  not  like  Farel's,  noisy  and  thundering,  yet  it  had  in  it  a  very  awful 
majesty,  set  off  with  a  natural  and  becoming  motion  of  his  right  hand;  and 
the  Lord  was  in  the  still  voice  at  such  a  rate,  that  Mr.  Wilson  would  say, 
"Mr,  Cotton  preaches  with  such  authority,  demonstration,  and  life,  that 
methinks,  when  he  preaches  out  of  any  prophet  or  apostle,  I  hear  not  him ; 
I  hear  that  very  prophet  and  apostle;  yea,  I  hear  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
himself  speaking  in  my  heart."  And  the  success  which  God  gave  to  these 
plain  labours  of  his  faithful,  humble,  diligent  servant,  was  beyond  what 
most  ministers  in  the  country  ever  did  experience :  there  have  been  few  that 
have  seen  so  many  and  mighty  effects  given  to  the  "travels  of  their  souls." 
§  28.  He  was  even  from  his  youth  to  his  age  an  indefatigable  student, 
under  the  conscience  of  the  apostolical  precept,  "Be  not  slothful  in  busi- 
ness, hut  fervent  in  spirit  serving  the  Lord."  He  was  careful  to  redeem 
his  hours,  as  well  as  his  days;  and  might  lay  claim  to  that  character  of 
the  blessed  martyr,  "Sparing  of  sleep,  more  sparing  of  words,  but  most 
sparing  of  time."  If  any  came  to  visit  him,  he  would  be  very  civil  to 
them,  having  learned  it  as  his  duty,  "To  use  all  gentleness  towards  all  men :". 
and  yet  he  would  often  say  with  some  regret,  after  the  departure  of  a 
visitant,  "  I  had  rather  have  given  this  man  an  handful  of  money,  than 
have  been  kept  thus  long  out  of  my  study :"  reckoning,  with  Pliny,  the 
time  not  spent  in  study,  for  the  most  part,  sweeled  away.  For  which  cause 
he' went  not  much  abroad;  but  he  judged  ordinarily  that  more  benefit  was 
obtained,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  wise  King,  by  conversing  with 
the  dead  [in  books']  than  with  the  living  [in  talks;]  and  that  needless  visits 
do  commonly  unframe  our  spirits,  and  perhaps  disturb  our  comforts.  He 
was  an  early  riser,  taking  the  morning  for  the  Muses ;  and  in  his  latter 
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days  forbearing  a  aupper,  he  turned  his  former  supping-time  ioto  a  read- 
ing, a  thinking,  a  praying-time.  Twelve  hours  iu  a  day  he  commonly 
studied,  and  would  call  that  a  scholar's  day;  resolving  rather  to  wear  out 
with  using  than  with  rusting.  In  truth,  had  he  not  been  of  an  healtliy 
and  hearty  constitution,  and  had  he  not  made  a  careful,  though  not  curi- 
ous diet  serve  him,  instead  of  an  Hippocrates,  his  continued  labour  must 
have  made  his  life,  as  well  as  his  labour,  to  have  been  but  of  a  short  con- 
tinuance. And,  indeed,  the  work  which  lay  upon  him  could  not. have 
been  performed  without  a  labour  more  than  ordinary.  For  besides  his 
constant  preaching,  more  than  once  every  week,  many  cases  were  brought 
unto  him  far  and  near,  in  resolving  whereof,  as  he  took  much  time,  so  he 
did  much  good,  being  a  most  excellent  casuist.  He  was  likewise  very 
deeply  concerned  in  peaceable  and  effectual  disquisitions  of  the  contro- 
versies about  church -government,  then  agitated  in  the  Church  of  God. 
And  though  he  chiefly  gave  himself  to  reading,  and  doctrine,  and  exhort- 
ation, depending  mucli  on  the  ruling  elders  to  inform  him  concerning  the 
state  of  his  particular  flock,  that  he  might  the  better  order  himself  in  "the 
word  and  prayer,"  yet  he  found  his  church-work,  in  this  regard  also,  to 
call  for  no  little  painfulness,  watchfulness,  and  faithfulness. 

§  29.  He  was  one  so  "clothed  with  humility,"  that,  according  to  the 
emphasis  of  the  apostolical  direction,  by  this  livery  his  relation  as  a  dis- 
ciple to  the  lowly  Jesus  was  notably  discovered ;  and  hence  be  was  patient 
ast-d,  peaceable,  even  to  a  proverb.  He  had  a  more  than  common  excellency 
in  that  cool  spirit,  which  the  oracles  of  wisdom  describe  as  "the  excellent 
spirit  in  the  man  of  understanding;"  and  therefore  Mr.  Norton  would 
parallel  him  with  Moses  among  the  patriarchs,  with  Melancthon  among  the 
reformers.  He  was  rather  excessive  than  defective  in  self-denial,  and  had 
the  Nimia  Humilitas,*  which  Luther  sometimes  blamed  in  Staupicius; 
yea,  he  was  at  last  himself  sensible,  that  some  fell  very  deep  into  the  sin 
of  Corah,  through  his  extreme  forbearance,  in  matters  relating  to  his  own 
jtist  righls  in  the  church  of  God.  He  has,  to  a  judicious  friend,  thus 
expressed  himself:  "  Angry  men  have  an  advantage  above  me ;  the  people 
dare  not  set  themselves  against  such  men,  because  they  know  it  wont  be 
born ;  but  some  care  not  what  they  say  or  do  about  me,  because  they  know 
I  wont  he  angry  with  them  again."  One  would  have  thought  the  ingenuity 
of  such  a  spirit  would  have  broke  the  hearts  of  men,  that  had  indeed  the 
hearts  of  men  in  them ;  yea,  that  the  hardest  Jlints  would  have  been  broken, 
as  is  usual,  upon  such  a  soft  bag  of  Cotton/  But,  alas!  he  found  it  other- 
wise, even  among  some  who  pretended  unto  high  attainments  in  Chris- 
tianity. Once  particularly,  an  humorous  and  imperious  brother,  following 
Mr.  Cotton  home  to  his  house,  after  his  publick  labours,  instead  of  the 
grateful  respects  with  which  those  holy  labours  were  to  have  been  encour- 
aged, rudely  told  him  that  his  ministry  was  become  generally  either  dark 
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or  flat:  whereto  this  meek  man,  very  mildly  and  gravely,  made  only  thia 
answer:  "Both,  hrother,  it  may  be,  both:  let  me  have  your  prayers  that 
it  may  be  otherwise."  But  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  man  sick  thus  of 
wanton  singularities,  afterwards  died  of  those  damnable  heresies,  for  which 
he  was  deservedly  excommunicated. — Another  time,  when  Mr.  Cotton  had 
modestly  replied  unto  one  that  would  much  talk  and  crack  of  his  insight 
into  the  revelations:  "Brother,  I  must  confess  my  self  to  want  %A(  in  those 
mysteries,"  The  man  went  home,  and  sent  him  apoundof  candles;  upon 
which  action  this  good  man  bestowed  only  a  silent  smile.  He  would  not 
set  the  beacon  of  his  great  soul  on  Jire  at  the  landing  of  such  a  little  cock- 
boat. He  learned  the  lesson  of  Gregory,  "It  is  better,  many  times,  to  fly 
from  an  injury  by  silence,  than  to  overcome  it  by  replying:"  and  he  used 
that  practice  of  Grynteus,  "To  revenge  wrongs  by  Christian  taciturnity." 
I  think  I  may  not  omit,  on  this  occasion,  to  transcribe  a  remarkable 
passage,  which  that  good  man,  Mr,  Flavel,  reports,  in  a  sermon  on  gospel- 
unity.    His  words  are  these : 

"A  company  of  vain,  winked  men,  having  inflamed  their  blood  in  a  tavern  at  Boston,  and 
seeing  that  reverend,  meek,  and  holy  minister  of  Christ,  Mr.  Cotton,  coming  along  the 
street,  one  of  them  teUs  his  companion,  'I'll  go,  saith  he,  'and  put  a  triuk  on  old  Cotton.' 
Down  he  goes,  and  crossing  his  way,  whispers  these  woi'ds  into  his  ear:  'Cotton,'  said  he, 
'thou  art  an  old  fool,'  Mr.  Cotton  replied,  'I  confess  I  am  so:  the  Loi'd  make  bolh  me  and 
thee  wiser  than  we  ore,  even  wise  unto  salvation.'  He  relates  this  passage  to  his  wicked 
oompanionii,  which  east  a  great  damp  upon  their  sports,  in  the  midst  of  a  froliek." 

And  it  may  pass  for  a  branch  of  the  same  temper  in  him,  that  he 
extremely  hated  all  Alhtrio  Episc<ypacy:  and  though  he  knew,  as  practically 
as  most  men  in  the  world,  "That  we  have  a  call  to  do  good,  as  often  as' we 
have  power  and  occasion;"  yet  he  was  slow  of  apprehending  any  occasion 
at  all,  though  he  might  have  had  never  so  much  power  to  meddle  for 
good,  any  where  but  within  the  sphere  of  his  own  proper  calling.  As 
he  understood  that  Leontius  blamed  Constantine  for  interposing  too  far  in 
eccksiastkal  affairs^  thus  Mr.  Cotton,  on  the  other  side,  had  a  great  aver- 
sion from  engaging  in  any  civil  ones.  He  would  religiously  decline  taking 
into  his  cognisance  all  civil  controversies,  or  umpirages,  and  whatever 
looked  heterogeneous  to  the  calling  of  one  whose  whole  business  'twas 
to  feed  the  flock  of  God.  Nevertheless,  in  the  things  of  God,  of  Christ, 
of  conscience,  his  condescending  temper  did  not  hinder  him  from  the  most 
immoveable  resolution.  He  would  not  so  "follow  peace  with  all  men,"  as  to 
abandon  or  prejudice,  one  jot,  the  interests  of  holiness. 

§  30.  His  command  over  his  own  spirit  was  particularly  observable  in 
his  government  of  his  family,  where  he  would  never  correct  any  thing  in 
a  passion;  but  first,  with  much  deliberation,  shew  what  rule  in  the  holy 
word  of  God  had  been  violated  by  the  fault  lately  committed.  He  was 
indeed  one  that  "ruled  well  his  own  house,"  He  therein  morning  and 
evening  read  a  chapter,  with  a  little  applioatory  exposition,  before  and 
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after  which  he  made  a  prayer;  but  he  was  very  short  in  all,  accounting 
as  Mr.  Dod,  Mr.  Bains,  and  other  great  saints  did  before  him,  "That  it 
was  a  thing  inconvenient  many  ways  to  be  tedious  in  family  duties."  He 
also  read  constantly  a  portion  of  the  Scripture  alone,  and  he  pra3'ed  over 
what  he  read:  prayed,  I  say;  for  he  was  very  much  in  prayer,  a  very 
man  of  prayer;  he  would  rarely  sit  down  to  study,  without  a  prayer  over 
it,  referring  to  the  presence  of  God  accompanying  what  he  did.  It  was  the 
advice  of  the  ancient,  Si  vis  esse  Semper  cum  Deo,  Semper  Ora,  Semper 
Lege:^  and  agreeably  hereunto,  Mr.  Cotton  might  say  with  David,  "Lord, 
I  am  still  with  thee."  But  ho  that  was  with  God  aJl  the  week,  was  more 
intimately  with  him  on  his  own  day,  the  chief  day  of  the  week,  which  he 
observed  moat  conscientiously.  The  Sabbath  he  began  the  evening  before : 
for  which  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  from  evening  to  evening,  he  wrote  argu- 
ments before  his  coming  to  New-England;  and,  I  suppose,  'twas  from  his 
reason  and  practice  that  the  Christians  of  New-England  have  generally 
done  so  too.  When  that  evening  arrived,  he  was  usually  larger  in  his 
exposition  in  his  family  than  at  other  times:  he  then  catechised  his  chil- 
dren and  servants,  and  prayed  with  them,  and  sang  a  psalm;  from  thence 
he  retired  unto  study  and  secret  prayer,  till  the  time  of  his  going  unto  his 
repose.  The  next  morning,  aflei  his  usual  family -worship,  he  betook  him- 
self to  the  devotions  of  his  retirements,  and  so  unto  the  publick.  From 
thence  towards  noon,  h.e  repaited  again  to  the  like  devotions,  not  permit- 
ting the  interruption  of  any  othei  dinner,  than  that  of  a  small  repast 
carried  up  unto  him.  Then  to  the  pubhcL  once  more;  from  whence 
returning,  his  first  work  was  clo3e^prayer,  then  prayer  witli  repetitions 
of  the  sermons  in  the  family.  After  supper,  he  still  sang  a  psalm ;  which 
he  would  conclude  with  uplifted  eyes  and  hands,  uttering  this  doxology — 
"  Blessed  be  God  in  Christ  our  Saviour !"  Last  of  all,  just  before  his  going 
to  sleep,  he  would  once  again  go  into  his  prayerful  study,  and  there  briefly 
recommended  all  to  that  God,  whom  he  served  with  a  pure  conscience. 

But  there  was  one  point  of  Sabbath -keeping,  about  which  it  may  not  be 
unuseful  for  me  to  transcribe  a  passage,  which  I  find  him  writing  to  Mr, 
N.  Eogers,  in  the  year  1630 : 

"  Studying  for  a  sermon  upon  the  Sabbath-day,  so  far  as  it  might  1)0  any  wearis  m  1  b 
to  invention  or  memory,  I  covet  (when  I  can)  willingly  to  prevent  it;  and  w<.uld  th 
attend  unto  the  quiekning  of  my  heart  and  affections,  in  the  meditation  of  wh.  t  I  am  to 
deliver.  My  reason  is,  much  reading,  and  invention,  and  repetition  of  things  to  mm  t 
them  to  memory,  is  a  weariness  to  the  Jhsh  and  spirit  too ;  whereas  the  Sabbath  1  y  d  th 
ratliev  invite  unto  an  holy  reat.  But  yet,  if  God's  providence  have  straitoed  my  tune  in  the 
vfeek  days  before,  by  concurrence  of  other  business,  not  to  be  avoided,  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Lord,  who  allowed  the  piiests  to  employ  their  labour  in  liiUiiig  the  saoritices  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  will  nUow  us  also  to  labour  in  our  callings  on  the  Sabbath,  to  prepare  our  sacriiice  for 
the  people." 


*  If  Ihou  wouWsl  Blwnja  And  Ihywif  in  Uio  sociclj  of  GoJ,  spend  nil  tbino  hours  in  prnjer  BPd  lUiij. 
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These  were  hia  ordinary  Sabbaths:  but  he  also  kept  extraordinary  ones, 
upon  the  just  occasions  for  them.  He  was  in  fasting  often,  and  would 
often  keep  whole  days  by  himself;  wherein  he  would  with  solemn  humil- 
iations and  supplications,  implore  the  wanted  mercies  of  Heaven ;  yea,  he 
would  likewise  by  himself  keep  whole  days  of  thanksgiving  unto  the  Lord : 
besides  the  many  days  of  this  kind  which  he  celebrated  in  publick  assem- 
blies with  the  people  of  God.     Thus  did  this  man  of  G-od  continuiilly. 

§  81.  Without  liberality  and  liospitaUty,  he  had  been  really  as  unde- 
serving of  the  character  of  "a  minister  of  the  gospel,"  as  the  sacrilegious 
niggardliness  of  the  people  does  often  endeavour  to  make  ministers  uncap- 
able  of  answering  that  character.  But  Mr.  Cotton  was  most  exemplary 
for  this  virtue ;  wherein  there  are  of  hia  childreu  that  have  also  learned  of 
him.  The  stranger  and  the  needy  were  still  entertained  at  hia  table,  Epis- 
copaliter  et  Senigne,*  as  was  the  phrase  instructively  used,  for  a  charitable 
entertainment  of  old.  It  might  be  said  of  him,  as  once  it  was  of  the 
generous  Corinthian,  Semper  aliquis  in  Gottoni  Domo  :\  he  was  ever  shewing 
of  kindness  to  some-body  or  other.  What  Posidonius  relates  of  Austin, 
and  what  Peter  Martyr  affirms  of  Eucer,  was  very  true  of  our  Cotton; 
"  His  house  was  like  an  inn,  for  the  constant  entertainment  which  he  gave 
upon  the  account  of  the  gospel."  And  he  would  say,  "If  a  man  want 
an  heart  for  this  charity,  it  is  not  fit  such  a  man  should  be  ordained  a 
minister:"  consenting  therein  to  the  great  canonist,  Hospitalitas  usque  adeo 
JCpiscopis  est  necessaria,  ut  si  ah  ea  inventantur  alitmi,  Jure  prohibenbiir  ordi- 
nari-X  While  he  lived  quietly  in  England,  he  was  noted  for  hia  bountiful 
disposition,  especially  to  ministers  driven  into  England  by  the  storms  of 
persecution,  then  raging  in  Germany:  for  which  cavme  Libingus,  Saumer, 
Tolner,  and  others  of  the  German  sufferers,  in  their  accounts  of  him, 
would  stile  him,  Fautor  Doctissimus,  Clarissimus,  Fidelissimus,  plurimumgue 
Honorandus.%  It  was  remarkable  that  he  never  omitted  inviting  unto  hia 
house  any  minister  travelling  to  or  through  the  town,  but  only  that  one 
man  who  perfidiously  betrayed  Mr.  Hildersham,  with  his  non-conformist 
associates,  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  And  after  he  came  to  New- 
England,  he  changed  not  his  mind  with  his  air;  but  with  a  Quantum  ex 
Qitanthllo  !\  continued  his  beneficence  upon  all  occasions,  though  his  abilities 
for  it  were  much  diminished;  which  brings  to  mind  a  most  memorable 
story.  A  little  church,  whereof  the  worthy  Mr.  White  was  paator,  being 
by  the  strange  and  strong  mahce  of  their  prevailing  adversaries,  forced  of 
Barmudaa  in  much  misery,  into  a  desart  of  America,  the  report  of  their 
distresses  came  to  their  fellow -sufferers,  though  not  alike  sufferers,  at  New- 
England.     Mr.  Cotton  immediately  applied  himself  to  obtain  a  collection 
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for  the  relief  of  those  distressed  saints ;  and  a  collection  of  about  £700 
was  immediately  obtained,  whereof  two  hundred  was  gathered  in  that  one 
church  of  Boston,  where  there  was  no  man  who  did  exceed,  and  but  one 
man  who  did  equal,  this  "deviser  of  liberal  things,"  in  that  contribution. 
But  behold  the  wonderful  providence  of  GrodI  This  contribution  arrived 
unto  the  poor  people  on  the  very  day  after  they  had  been  brought  unto  a 
personal  division  of  the  little  meal  then  left  in  the  barrel ;  upon  the  spend- 
ing whereof,  they  could  foresee  nothing  but  a  lingering  death;  and  on 
that  very  day  when  their  pastor  had  preached  unto  them  upon  that  moat 
suitable  text,  Psal.  xxiii,  1:  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want." 

§  32.  The  reader  that  is  inquisitive  afl:er  the  •prosopography  of  this  great 
man,  may  be  informed,  that  he  was  a  clear,  fair,  sanguine  complexion,  and 
like  David  of  a  "ruddy  countenance."  He  was  rather  hw  than  tall,  and 
rather  fat  than  lean,  but  of  a  becoming  mediocrity.  In  his  younger  yeara 
his  hair  was  brown,  but  in  his  latter  years  as  white  as  the  driven  snow. 
In  his  countenance  there  was  an  inexpressible  sort  of  majesty,  which  com- 
manded reverence  from  all  that  approached  him:  this  Cotton  was  indeeil 
the  Cato  of  his  age,  for  his  gravity;  but  had  a  glory  with  it  which  Cato 
had  not.  I  cannot  indeed  say,  what  they  report  of  Hilary,  that  "serpents 
were  not  able  to  look  upon  him;"  nevertheless,  it  was  commonly  observed, 
that  the  worser  sort  of  serpents  would,  from  the  awe  of  his  presence  keep 
in  their  poisons.  As  the  keeper  of  the  inn  where  he  did  use  to  lodge, 
when  he  came  to  Derby,  would  profanely  say  to  his  companions,  that  he 
wished  Mr,  Cotton  were  gone  out  of  his  house;  for  "he  was  not  able  to 
swear  while  that  man  was  under  his  roof;"  so  other  wicked  persons  could 
not  show  their  wickedness  whilst  this  holy  and  righteous  man  was  in  the 
company.  But  the  exacter  picture  of  him  is  to  be  taken  from  his  printed 
works,  whereof  there  are  many,  that  "praise  him  in  the  gates,"  though 
few  of  them  were  printed  with  his  own  knowledge  or  consent. 

We  will  mention  a  catalogue  of  his  works,  because  (as  it  was  said  of 
Calvin's), 

Chara  quibus  fueral  Cotloni  Vila,  lalorum 
Gratiar  tjuadem  Viia  perenma  eril* 

The  children  of  New-England  are  to  this  day  most  usually  fed  with  his 
excellent  catechism,  which  is  entituled,  ''Milk  for  £<d)es." 

His  well-known  sermons  on  the  First  Epistle  of  John,  in  folio,  have  had 
their  acceptance  with  the  church  of  God ;  though  being  preached  in  his 
youth,  and  not  published  by  himself,  there  are  some  things  therein  which 
he  would  not  have  inserted. 

There  are  also  of  his  abroad,  sermons  on  the  thirteenth  of  the  Revela- 
tions, and  on  the  vials,  and  on  Bev.  xx.  5,  6,  and  2  Sam,  vii.,  last  in  quarto. 

As  also,  a  savory  treatise,  entituled,  "  The  Way  of  Life."    The  reverend 
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prefacer  wLereto  saith,  "  Ever  since  I  bad  any  knowledge  of  this  juclicious 
author,  I  have  looked  upon  him  as  one  intrusted  with  as  great  a  part  of 
the  church's  treasure,  as  any  other  whatsoever." 

Several  volumes  of  his  expositions  upon  Ecclesiastes  and  Canticles,  arc 
also  published  in  octavo. 

As  likewise,  "A  Treatise  of  the  New  Covenant:"  which  being  only  a 
posthumous  piece,  and  only  notes  written  after  him,  is  accordingly  to  be 
judged  of. 

And  there  have  seen  the  light,  an  answer  to  Mr,  Ball,  about  forms  of 
prayer.  A  discourse  about  the  grounds  and  ends  of  infant-hwptiam.  A 
discourse  about  singing  of  psalms,  proving  it  a  gospel-ordinance.  An 
"Ahtract  of  laws"  in  Christ's  kingdom,  for  civil  government,  A  treatise 
about^the  holiness  of  church-members;  proving  that  visible  saints  are  the 
matter  of  a  church.  Another  discourse  upon  things  indifferent,  proving 
that  no  church -govern  ours  have  power  to  impose  indiffei-ent  things  upon 
the  eonaeienees  of  men.  Add  hereto,  the  way  of  the  churches  in  New- 
England:  and  that  golden  discourse  of  ^^The  Keys  of  tJie  Kingdom  of 
Heaven:"  in  a  written  copy  whereof,  yet  in  our  bands,  there  were  some 
things  which  were  never  printed,  maintaining  that,  in  the  government  of 
the  ehurcb,  authority/  ia  peculiar  to  the  elders  only;  and  answering  all  the 
Brownistical  arguments  to  th^  contrary.  But  whereas  there  may  occur  a 
passage  in  his  book  of  "  The  'iWai/  of  the  Churches,"  which  may  have  in  it 
a  little  more  of  the  Morelliiii...,teng^, reader,  'twas  none  of  Mr.  Cotton's; 
Mr.  Cotton  was  troubled  when  he  saw  such  a  passage,  in  an  imperfect  copy 
of  his  writings,  exposed  unto  the  world,  under  his  name,  against  his  will: 
and  be  took  an  opportunity,  in  the  most  publick  manner,  to  declare  as 
much  unto  the  world. 

He  was  also  sometimes  put  upon  writing  yet  more  ^?em/ca%.  Indeed 
there  was  one  occasion  of  so  writing,  which  be  declined  meddling  withal; 
and  that  was  this:  Mr.  Cotton  having  in  his  younger  years,  written  to  a 
private  friend  some  things,  tending  (at  his  desire)  to  clear  the  doctrine  of 
reprobates  from  the  exceptions  of  the  Arminians;  and  this  manuscript  fall- 
ing into  Dr.  Twiss'  hand,  that  learned  man  published  it,  with  bis  own  con- 
futation of  certain  passages  in  it,  which  did  not  agree  so  well  with  the 
doctor's  own  Supralapsarian  scheme.  Now  when  Mr.  Cotton  saw  himself 
reviled  for  this  cause  by  Baily,  as  being  Pelagian,  be  only  made  this  meek 
reply;  "I  hope  God  will  give  me  opportunity  ere  long  to  consider  of  this, 
the  doctor's  labour  of  love.  I  bless  the  Lord,  who  has  taught  me  to  be 
willing  to  be  taught'of  a  far  meaner  disciple  than  such  a  doctor,  whose 
scholastical  acuteness,  pregnancy  of  wit,  solidity  of  judgment,  and  dex- 
terity of  argument,  all  orthodox  divines  do  highly  honour,  and  whom  all 
Arminians  and  Jesuites  do  fall  down  before,  with  silence.  God  forbid  I 
should  shut  my  eyes  against  any  light  brought  to  me  by  him.  Only  I  desire 
I  may  not  be  condemned  as  a  Pelagian  or  Arminian  before  I  be  heard." 
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Moreover,  Mr.  Cawdry  fell  hard  upon  him;  to  whom  he  prepared  an 
answer,  which  was  afterwards  published  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Owen.  But 
besides  these,  he  was  twice  compelled  unto  some  other  Eristical  writings: 
once  in  answer  to  Baily;  another  time  in  answer  to  Williams:  in  both  of 
which,  like  Job,  he  "turned  the  books  which  his  adversaries  had  written 
against  him,  into  a  crown,"  I  believe  never  any  meer  man,  under  such 
open  and  horrid  injuries  as  these  two  reporters  heaped  upon  Mr,  Cotton, 
did  unswer  with  more  Christian  patience:  his  answers  are  indeed  a  pattern 
for  all  answerers  to  the  world's  end.  But  it  was  particularly  remarkable 
that,  in  this  matter,  certain  persons,  who  bad  fallen  under  the  censures  of 
the  civil  authority  in  the  country,  singled  out  Mr,  Cotton  for  the  object  of 
their  displeasure,  although  he  had,  most  of  all  men,  declined  interesting 
himself  in  the  actions  of  the  magistrate,  and  had  also  done  more  than  all 
men  to  obtain  healing  and  favour  for  those  ungrateful  delinquents.  How- 
ever, the  venomous  tongues  all  this  while  only  licked  a  file,  which  made 
themselves  to  bleed;  his  _;ame,  like  the  _;fife,  remained  invulnerable;  and 
if  Mr.  Cotton  would,  from  his  own  profitable  experience,  have  added 
another  book  unto  this  catalogue,  it  might  have  been  on  the  subject  han- 
dled by  Plutarch,  De  Capienda  ex  HosUhvs  Utilitate*  This  is  the  Elenchtis 
of  Mr.  Cotton's  published  writings;  wheupon  we  might  make  this  conclusion : 

Digna  Ltgi  Scribia,  Facia  et  DignUsima  ScriU  ; 
Seripta  prohatil  Doeium,  Te,  Factn,  probum.t 

§  33.  The  things  which  have  been  related,  cause  us  to  account  Mr.  Cot- 
ton an  extraordinary  person. 


Miila.1  cnz!  Stadiia,  naUtuafoe  lAibBribas :  una,  Tk  nax  vnai  erm,  3td  Jaulti;  MXlUu  tn  una, 

JUsita  LabiTUius  Scrtbenda,  Midta  Dnemdo, 

These  were  some  of  the  lines  which  the  renowned  Bulkly  justly  wept 
upon  his  grave.  Yea,  we  may,  on  as  many  aecounts  as  these  days  will 
allow,  reckon  him  to  have  been  a  "prophet  of  the  Lord:"  and  when  we 
have  entertained  ourselves  with  a  memorable  demonstration  of  it,  in  one 
surprizing  and  stupendious  article  of  our  Church-History,  we  will  put  a 
period  unto  this  part  of  it. 

At  the  time  when  some  unhappy  persons  were  just  going  from  hence 
to  England,  with  certain  petitions,  which  had  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 

*  The  Hrt  uf  prufltliig  by  enmlly. 
t  Thou  Ttrileal  what  ia  worthy  lo  lie  read,  I    Thy  woiils  win  Ltaming'a  honours  for  thy  liend  i 

%  Hia  gin»  were  bonnteoua,  and  he  used  IhBoi  wall ;  In  swift  sneeession  sped  thy  lollBomB  hours; 

Hl>  lBl«nt  halh  made  many  Tor  his  Lord.  Tby  tsbonrs  could  be  borne  by  none  but  Ihce. 
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good  order  of  things  in  both  church  and  state,  then  settling  among  us, 
Mr.  Cotton  ui  the  ordinary  course  of  hia  lectures,  on  the  Canticles,  preached 
on  Cant.  ii.  15:  "Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes,  which  destroy  the 
vines."  Having  thence  observed,  "That  when  God  has  delivered  hia 
church  from  the  dangers  of  the  persecuting  bear  and  ly on,  then  there  were 
foxes  that  would  seek  by  policy  to  undermine  it;"  and,  "that  all  those 
who  go  by  a  fox-like  policy  to  undermine  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  shall  be  taken  and  overtaken  by  his  judgments;"  he  came  at  length, 
to  his  applicaiion,  where,  with  a  more  than  ordinary  majesty  and  fervency, 
he  after  this  manner  expressed  himself: 

"First,  Let  such  as  live  in  this  country  take  heed,  liow  they  go  aliout  in  any  indirect  way 
or  course  to  prejutlice  tlie  chnvches  of  the  Lord  Jesua  Christ  in  the  land,  or  the  govemment 
of  the  land.  If  you  do,  the  'keeper  of  Ismel,  who  neither  elumbereth  nor  sleepeth,'  will 
not  take  it  Tvell  at  your  hands.  He  that  brought  this  people  hitiier,  and  preserved  them 
from  the  rage  of  persecution,  and  made  this  wilderness  an  hiding-place  for  them,  whilst  he 
was  chastising  our  nation,  with  the  other  nations  round  about  it,  and  has  manifested  his 
grscious  presence  in  the  midst  of  these  his  'golden  candlestiolts,'  and  secured  ns  from  the 
plots  of  the  iate  Archbishop,  and  his  confederates  abroad,  and  from  the  plots  of  the  heathen 
here  at  home;  there  is  do  question  but  He  will  defend  us  from  the  underminings  of  false 
brethren,  and  soch  as  are  joined  with  them.  Wherefore  let  such  Itnow,  that  this  is,  in  many 
respects,  Jmmanuel'a  land,  and  they  shall  not  prosper  that  rise  up  agwnst  it,  bat  shall  be 
taken  every  one  of  them  in  the  snares  they  lay  for  it.  This  I  speak  as  a  poor  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  according  to  the  ukh4  of  his  grace  nwvbefore  us!  But  in  the  second  place,  whereas^ 
many  of  our  brethren  are  going  to  England,  let  me  direct  a  word  unto  ihem  also.  I  desire 
the  gracious  presence  of  our  God  may  go  with  you,  and  his  angels  guard  you,  not  only  from 
the  dangers  of  (he  seas,  while  you  are  Uiereupon,  but  also  from  the  errors  of  the  iiwes,  when 
you  arrive.  Nevertheless,  if  there  be  any  among  you,  ray  brethren,  as  'tjs  reported  there  are, 
that  have  a  petition  to  prefer  nnto  the  IKgh  Court  of  Parliament,  that  may  conduce  to  the 
distraction  and  annoyance  of  the  peace  of  our  churches,  and  the  weakening  the  government 
of  the  land  where  we  live,  let  such  know,  the  Lord  will  never  suffer  them  to  prosper  in  their 
Bubtil,  malicious,  desperate  undertakings  against  his  people,  who  are  as  tender  unto  him  as 
the  'apple  of  his  eye.'  But  if  there  be  any  such  among  you,  who  are  to  go,  I  do  exhort 
you,  and  I  would  advise  you  in  the  fear  of  God,  that  when  the  terrors  of  the  Almighty  shall 
beset  the  vessel  wherein  you  are,  when  the  heavens  shalJ  frown  upon  you,  and  the  billows 
of  the  sea  shall  swell  above  you,  and  the  dangers  of  death  shill  threaten  you,  as  I  am  \enly 
perswaded  they  will,  I  would  have  you  then  to  '  consider  your  ways  I  will  not  gi\  o  the 
counsel  that  was  taken  concerning  Jonas,  to  east  such  a  person  into  the  sea  God  lorbid' 
but  I  counsel  such  to  come  then  unto  a  resolution  in  themselves  to  dtaisl  fiom  their  enkr 
prizes,  and  cast  their  pelilions  inlo  the  sm.  It  may  be  that  hardness  of  heart  and  stoutness 
of  spirit  may  cause  you  to  persist,  and  yet  in  merey  to  some  gracious  persons  imong  j  ou 
the  Lord  may  deliver  the  ship  from  utter  destruction  for  their  snkes  But  the  Lord  hath 
further  judgments  in  store;  he  is  the  God  of  the  lajid  as  well  as  of  the  sea  I  speak  thi^ 
^o  as  an  unworOiy  prophet  of  the  Lord!" 

These  things  were  then  uttered  by  a  person  that  was  as  little  of  an 
enthusiast  as  most  men  in  the  world.     Now  attend  the  event  1 

That  ship,  after  many  stresses  of  weathei  m  the  hirbour,  puts  out  to 
sea;  but  at  sea  it  had  the  terriblest  passage,  perhaps,  that  e\er  wis  heaid 
of;  the  maiioers  not  being  able  to  take  any  obserwtion  of  eithei  sun  or 
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star  for  seven  hundred  leagues  together.  Certain  well  disposed  persona 
aboard,  now  calling  to  mind  the  words  of  Mr.  Cotton,  thought  it  necessary 
to  admonish  the  persons  who  were  carrying  over  the  malignant  papers 
against  the  country ;  and  some  of  those  papers  were  by  them  thereupon 
given  to  the  seamen,  who  immediately  cut  them  in  pieces  and  threw 
them  over.  The  storm  forthwith  abated;  however,  there  afterwards  came 
up  new  storms,  which  at  last  hurried  the  ship  among  the  rocks  of  Scilly; 
where  they  yet  received  a  deliverance,  which  most  of  them  that  considered 
it,  pronounced  miraculous.  "When  the  rude  Cornish  men  saw  how  mirac- 
ulously the  vessel  had  escaped,  they  said,  "  God  was  a  good  man  to  save 
them  so!"  but  the  most  instructed  obliged  passengers  kept  a  day  of  sol- 
emn Thanksgiving  to  God;  in  which  even  the  profanest  persons  on  board, 
under  the  impression  of  what  had  happened,  then  bore  a  part.  However, 
the  corn-fields  in  New-England,  still  stood  undisturbed,  notwithstanding 
the  various  names  affixed  unto  the  imks  of  petitions  against  their  liberties. 
For,  as  Mr.  Cotton  elegantly  expressed  it,  "  God  then  rocqued  three  nations, 
vjith  shaking  dispensations,  that  he  might  procure  some  rest  unto  his 
people  in  this  wilderness  I" 

§  34.  This  was  Mr.  Cotton '.  what  more  he  was,  let  these  lines,  taking 
no  license  but  from  the  real  truth,  delineate: 

UPOM   THE   TOMB   OF   THE   MOST   REVEREMD   MR.  JOHN   COTTOM, 


Ab  a  diBoipJe,  at  hiA  «cj 


Though  not,  as  Moeeb,  riuUant 
WhDEEh  glory  dazzellM  Lhe  behi 
Vet  BO  divinely  beautined,  you 
He  bad  been  born  and  bred  np 


m  Itava  and  eovcri  orelernlty  I 

A  mim  uf  mighl.  at  heavenly  eloquence, 

Aa  if  Apolloa  were  reviv'd  In  him, 

Or  he  had  learned  of  a  eeraphtm ! 

Spate  MOBS  toKgtttt  in  one :  one  voice  and  genM 

WronghlimjaftdjoiTojc/fwand  cr-^deitci : 

ll^t,  rent  before  him,  MM  reeeiv'd  Ibeir  eight 

SouIb  UvdPd  lo  Iha  dunghlU,  stood  uprighl  .- 

lufernal  furia  bttnt  wllb  rage  to  aee 

Their  pKaonMa  capUe'd  inlo  liisrt): 

A  Jtar  that  In  out  eoBtera  England  rose, 

Thence  hutryM  by  the  btasi  of  atapid  foes, 

Dropkt  not  his  daz'ling  fervent  maueiicea : 

There  be  wenl  Aii=»,  and  i>p  lo  heaven  for  rest. 

Nor  ti-om  himself,  whilst  living,  doth  he  yaty, 

Where  IB  bis  scpalchn  is  hard  to  say, 

(ThpJr  haarts,  I  mean,  whom  ho  balh  left  behind 

In  them)  his  sacred  rellquea,  now,  enahrtoM. 
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§  35.  Three  aona  and  three  daughters  was  this  renowned  "  walker  with 
God  "  biessed  withal. 

Ilia  eldest  son  did  spend  and  end  hia  days  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel, 
at  Hampton :  being  esteemed  a  thorough  scholar,  and  an  able  preacher ; 
and  though  hia  name  were  Sea-born,  yet  none  of  the  lately  revived  heresies 
were  more  abominable  to  him,  than  that  of  hia  name-sake,  Pelagius  [or, 
Morgan]  of  whom  the  witness  of  the  ancient  poet  is  true: 

Fsstifero  Vomait  coluber  Sermons  Brilonnus* 

His  second  son  was  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  at  Plymouth ;  and  one  by 
whom  not  only  the  English,  but  also  the  Indians  of  America,  had  the 
"glad  tidings  of  salvation"  in  their  own  language  carried  unto  them. 

Of  his  two  younger  daughters,  the  first  was  married  unto  a  merchant 
of  good  fashion,  whose  name  was  Mr.  Egginton;  but  she  did  not  long 
survive  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  as  that  child  also  did  not  survive  many 
years  after  the  drnt/i  of  her  mother.  The  next  is  at  this  time  living  the 
consort  of  one  well  known  in  both  Englands,  namely  Increase  Mather, 
the  President  of  Harvard  CoUedge,  and  the  teacher  of  a  church  in  Boston. 

The  youngest  of  his  sons,  called  Roland,  and  the  eldest  of  his  daughters, 
ealJed  Sarah,  both  of  them  died  near  together,  of  the  small-pox,  which 
was  raging  among  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  in  the  winter  of  the  year 
1649.  The  death  of  those  two  lovely  children,  required  the  faith  of  an 
Abraham,  in  the  heart  of  their  gracious  father;  who  indeed  most  exem- 
plarily  expressed  what  was  required.  On  this  occaaion,  I  find,  that  on  a 
spare  leaf  hia  almanack,  he  wrote  in  Cfreek  tellers  these  English  verses; 

IN  SARAM.f 
Farewell  dear  daughter  Soi'a,  now  Ihou'rt  ^110,  d    I       Wei's  iiis  last  wonia  thou  apak^Bt  to  me  aloiw. 

IN  KOLANDUM.;|: 


IN  UTBUMQUE,§ 


Whei-ein  our  blessiugs  elnnd. 

But  he  has  at  this  day  five  grandsons,  all  of  them  employed  in  the 
publick  service  of  the  gospel;  whereof,  let  the  reader  count  him  the 
meanest,  that  is  the  writer  of  this  history ;  and  accept  further  one  little 
piece  of  history,  relating  hereunto. 

The  gathering  of  the  second  church  in  Boston,  was  evidently  very 


mueli  to  the  disadvantage  of  Mr.  Cotton,  in  many  of  his  interests.  Bat 
he  was  a  John,  who  reckoned  his  joy  fulfilled  in  this,  that  in  his  own 
decrease  the  interests  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  increase;  and  there- 
fore, with  an  exemplary  self-denial,  divesting  himself  of  all  carnal  respects, 
he  set  himself  to  encourage  the  foundation  of  that  church,  out  of  respect 
unto  the  service  and  worship  of  our  common  Lord.  Now,  it  has  pleased 
the  Lord  so  to  order  it,  that,  many  years  after  his  decease,  that  self-denial 
of  his  holy  servant,  has  turned  unto  some  account,  in  the  opportunities 
which  that  very  church  has  given  unto  Ms  children  to  glorify  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  conduct  of  it:  his  son-in-law  has  been  for  more  than  thrice 
ten  years,  and  his  grandson  for  more  than  twice  seven  years,  the  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  in  that  very  church,  accommodated  with  happy  opportunities, 
"to  serve  their  generation," 

EPITAPniTJM. 

JOHANNES   COTTONUS, 


IfOBTOSUS   HO\ORATUS,t   THE   IIFE   OF   MB.  JOHN    NORTON. 

§  1.  There  was  a  famous  JrAn  whose  achievements  are  by  our  Lord 
emblaJioned  in  those  terms:  "He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,"  In 
the  tabernacle  of  old,  erected  by  the  order  and  for  the  worship  of  God, 
there  were  those  two  things,  a  candlestick  and  an  altar;  in  the  one  a  light 
that  might  never  go  out,  in  the  other  a_/[re  that  might  never  be  extin- 
guished; and  yet  such  an  affinity  between  these,  that  there  was  a^re  in  the 
light  of  the  one,  and  a  light  in  the  fire  of  the  other.  Such  a  mixture  of 
hQ\hfail}t  and  love  should  be  in  those  that  are  employed  about  the  service 
of  the  tabernacle:  and  though  the  tabernacle  erected  for  our  Lord  in  this 
wilderness,  had  many  such  "  burning  and  shining  lights,"  yet  among  the  chief 
of  them  is  to  he  reckoned,  that  John  which  we  had  in  our  blessed  Norton. 

g  2.  He  was  born  the  sixth  of  May,  160$,  at  Starford  in  Hartford  shire ; 
descended  of  honourable  ancestors.  In  his  early  childhood  he  discovered 
a  ripeness  of  wit,  which  gave  just  hopes  of  his  proving  extraordinary; 
and  under  Mr,  Strange  in  the  school  of  Bunningford,  he  made  such  a 
proficiency,  that  he  could  betimes  write  good  Latin,  with  a  more  than 
common  elegancy  and  invention.     At  fourteen  years  of  age,  being  sent 
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unto  Peter-liouse,  he  staid  there  till  after  hia  taking  of  his  first  degree; 
where  a  Bomisli  emissary,  taking  a  curious  and  exact  observation  of  his 
notable  accomplishments,  used  all  the  methods  he  could  think  of  to  have 
seduced  him  over  unto  the  Bomish  irreligion :  but  God  intending  him  to  he 
a  ^Ihr  in  hia  own  temple,  mercifully  prevented  his  hearkening  unto  any 
temptations  to  become  a  support  unto  the  tower  of  Babel, 

§  3.  In  his  youth  he  was  accustomed  unto  some  youthful  vanities;  espe- 
cially unto  card-playing;  an  evil  which  he  did  first  ponder  and  reform 
upon  a  serious  admonition,  which  a  servant  of  his  father's  gave  unto  him. 
When  he  came  to  consider  that  a  foi  is  a  solemn  appeal  unto  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  even  by  the  rudest  Gentiles  counted  a  sacred  thing,  he  thought 
^aX playing  with  it,  was  a  breach  of  the  Third  Commandment  in  the  laws 
of  our  God;  it  should  be  used,  he  thought,  rather  prayerfully  than  spoff- 
fully.  lie  considered,  that  the  Papists  themselves  do  not  allow  these 
games  in  ecclesiastical  persons,  and  the  fathers  do  reprove  them  with  a 
vehement  zeal  in  all  sorts  of  persons.  He  considered,  that  when  the 
Eoman  empire  became  Christian,  severe  edicts  were  made  against  these 
games,  and  that  our  Protestant  reformers  have  branded  them  with  an  infam- 
ous character;  wherefore,  inclining  now  to  follow  "whatsoever  things  are 
of  a  good  report,"  he  would  no  longer  meddle  with  games  that  had  so 
much  of  a  scandal  in  them. 

§  4  An  extreme  disaster  befalling  his  father's  estate,  he  left  the  Uni- 
versity, and  became  at  once  usher  to  the  school,  and  curate  in  the  church 
at  Starford :  where,  a  lecture  being  maintained  by  a  combination  of  sev- 
eral godly  and  able  ministers,  he  on  that  occasion  fell  into  acquaintance 
with  several  of  them ;  especially  Mr  Jeremiah  Dyke,  of  Epping,  by  whose 
ministry  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  gave  him  a  discovery  of  his  own  manifold 
sinfulness  and  wretchedness  in  an  unregenerate  state,  and  awakened  him 
unto  such  a  self-examination,  as  drove  him  to  a  sorrow  little  short  of  despair ; 
but  after  some  time,  the  same  Holy  Spirit  enabled  him  to  receive  the 
Christ  and  grace,  tendered  in  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  with  an  unspeak- 
able consolation.  Whereupon,  he  thought  himself  concerned  in  that  advice 
of  heaven,  "When  thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren!" 

§  5.  Having  before  this  been  well  studied  in  the  tongues  and  arts,  he  was 
the  better  fitted  for  the  higher  studies  of  divinity ;  whereto  he  now  wholly 
addicted  himself:  and  being  in  his  own  happy  experience  acquainted  with 
faidi,  and  repentance,  and  holiness,  he  did  from  that  experience  now  make 
lively  sermons  on  those  points  unto  his  hearers.  He  soon  grew  eminent  in  his 
ministry ;  setting  off  the  truths  he  delivered,  not  only  with  such  ornaments 
of  laconic  and  well-contrived  expression  as  made  him  worthy  to  be  called 
"the  master  of  sentences,"  but  also  with  such  experimental  passages  of  devo- 
tion, as  made  him  admired  for  "a  preacher  seeking  out  acceptable  words." 
§  6.  His  accomplishments  rendered  him  as  capable  of  preferments,  as 
most  in  his  age;  but  preferments  were  then  so  clogged  with  troublesome 
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tind  scmplesome  impositions,  that  Mr,  Korton,  as  well  as  otlier  conscien- 
tious young  ministers,  his  contemporaries,  declined  medling  with  them. 
His  aversttm,  and  indeed  antipathy  to  Arminianiam  (after  he  was,  as  Erad- 
wardin  speaks,  Oratice  Radio  Visitatus,)*  and  his  dislike  of  the  ceremonies, 
particularly  hindered  him  from  a  considerable  benefice,  whereto  his  unkle 
might  have  helped  him.  Dr.  Sibs  also,  the  master  of  Katharine  Ilall,  in 
Cambridge,  taken  with  his  abilities,  did  earnestly  solicite  him,  io  have 
accepted  of  a  fellowship  in  that  College;  but  his  conscience  being  now 
satisfied  in  the  unlawfulness  of  some  things  then  required  in  order  there- 
unto, would  not  permit  him  to  do  it,  Oa^  a'feJJe'Jli^once  a  grpat  prelate  at 
court,  how  it  came  to  pass,  that  such  a  preacher^  (an  ancient  chaplain 
there,)  a  wise,  grave,  holy  man,  did  not  risef — meaning  by  way  of  prefer- 
ment: the  prelate  answered  him,  "Truly,'Tet  me  tell  you,  that  I  verily 
think  he  never  will  rise  until  the  resurrection."  Truly,  let  me  now  tflll 
the  world,  that  such  were  the  principles  of  Mr.  Norton,  there  was  no  like- 
lihood of  his  rising  in  this  world,  as  things  then  went  in  the  world. 
Wherefore  he  contented  himself  with  a  more  private  life,  as  chaplain  iu 
two  Knights'  house,  at  High  Lever  in  Essex,  namely,  Sir  William  Mash- 
am's;  there  waiting,  till  God  might  furnish  him  with  unexceptabU  oppor- 
tunities for  his  more  publick  preaching  of  the  gospel.  But,  generally, 
all  those  who  had  any  taste  of  his  ministry,  had  a  very  high  opinion  of 
it;  nor  was  there  any  man  in  that  part  of  the  country  more  esteemed 
than  lie  was,  for  all  sorts  of  excellencies;  insomuch,  that  when  he  came 
away,  an  ancient  minister  said,  "He  believed  there  was  not  more  grace 
and  holiness  left  in  all  Essex,  than  what  Mr.  Norton  had  carried  with  him." 

§  7.  His  natural  temper  had  a  tincture  of  choler  in  it ;  ■  but  as  the  sowrest 
and  harshest  fruits  become  the  most  pleasant,  when  tempered  with  a  due 
proportion  of  sweetness  added  thereunto,  so  the  grace  of  God  sweetned  the 
disposition  of  this  good  man,  into  a  most  affable,  courteous,  and  complais- 
ant behaviour,  which  rendered  him  exceeding  amiable.  Indeed,  when  the 
apostle  speaks  of  the  spirit,  and  srnd,  and  iody,  being  sanctified,  some  do  by 
spirit  understand  the  natural  temper  or  humour;  and  accordingly  the  spmi 
of  this  quick  man  being  sanctified,  he  became  a  mau  of  an  excellent  spirit. 

%  8.-  Vast  was  the  treasure  of  learning  in  this  reverend  man.  He  was 
not  only  a  most  accurate  grammarian,  which  is  abundantly  manifested  by 
his  printed  works  in  divers  languages;  but  an  universal  scholar:  never- 
theless, 'twas  as  a  school-man  that  he  showed  himself  the  most  of  a  scholar. 
He  accounted  that  the  excellency  of  a  scholar,  lay  more  in  distinctness 
of  jiidgment,  than  in  elegancy  of  language;  and  therefore,  though  he  had 
a  neater  style  than  most  other  men,  yet  he  was  desirous  to  furnish  him- 
self (Ki^M(79ia7ii,f  rather  than  ad  pompam.X  Hence,  having  intimately 
acquainted  himself  with  the  subtilties  of  scholastic  divinity,  he  made  all 
to  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  of  grace,  unto  which  he  made  all  the 

•  Vlslled  by  a  benm  of  nivine  erace.  t  For  bnllle.  t  I"oi-  iJiow. 
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spoils  of  the  schools   gloriously  subservient.     He  was  a  most 
preacher,  and  the  true  follower  of  Dr.  Sibs ! 

§  9.  But  let  his  excellencies  have  been  what  they  will,  there  was  in  those 
days  a  set  of  men  resolved  that  the  church  of  Crod  should  lose  the  benefit 
of  all  those  excellencies,  except  the  person  which  had  them  could  comply 
with  certain  uninstituted  rites  in  the  worship  of  God;  which  our  Mr. 
Norton  could  not;  and  it  was  that  which  made  him  ours.  This  drove 
him  to  the  remote  regions  of  America,  where  he  hoped,  as  well  he  might, 
that  there  would  never  be  done  so  unreasonable  a  thing,  as  to  obstruct 
that  evangelical  worship  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  sake  whereof 
those  regions  have  been  added  unto  the  English  dominions.  Wherefore 
in  the  year  1634:,  having  married  a  gentlewoman  both  of  good  estate  and 
of  good  esteem,  he  took  shipping  for  New-England,  acompanied  in  the 
same  ship  with  the  famous  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard. 

§  10.  In  the  road  betwixt  Harwich  aud  Yarmouth,  be  very  narrowly 
escaped  a  terrible  shipwrack:  for  by  the  vehemency  of  a  storm  all  their 
anchors  gave  way,  so  that  they  were  driven  within  a  cable's  length  of 
the  sands;  but  yet  the  anclwr  of  their  hope  in  God,  held  fast  unto  the  last. 
Mr.  Shepard  having  taken  the  mariners  above  decks,  Mr.  Norton  took  the 
passengers  between  decks,  and  each  of  them  with  their  company,  applied 
themselves  unto  fervent  prayer,  whereto  the  Almighty  God  gave  a  present 
answer  in  their  wonderful  deliverance.  After  this  tempest,  which  disap- 
pointed their  voyage  to  New-England  for  that  season,  Mr.  Norton  returned 
unto  his  friends  in  Essex,  where  Mr,  Dyke  welcomed  him,  as  one  come  from 
the  dead;  professing  to  him,  "That  he  would  have  given  many  pounds 
for  such  a  tryal  of  his  faith,  as  this  his  friend  had  newly  met  withal." 

§  11.  The  next  year  Mr.  Norton  renewed  bis  voyage  to  New-England; 
but  intervening  accidents  made  it  very  late  in  the  year  before  he  could  begin 
the  voyage :  and  so,  coming  upon  the  American  coast  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, they  encountred  with  another  very  terrible  storm,  which  lasted  eight- 
and-forty  hours  with  great  extremity,  and  had  broken  the  vessel  to  pieces,  if 
it  bad  not  had  a  strength  more  than  ordinary.  One  wave  remarkably  washed 
some  of  the  sea-men  overboard  on  one  side,  and  then  threw  them  in  again  on 
the  other :  and  so  vehement  was  the  storm,  that  they  were  forced  at  length  to 
undergird  the  ship  with  the  cable,  that  they  might  keep  her  sides  together. 
But  within  ten  days  after  this,  tbey  were  brought  safe  into  Plymouth  harbour, 

§  12.  There  had  been  some  overtures  between  him  and  Mr.  Winslow, 
the  agent  of  Plymouth,  now  on  board  with  him,  about  his  accepting  of  a 
5ettlement  in  that  plantation;  and  the  people  of  Plymouth  now  eourte- 
:>usly  and  earnestly  invited  him,  accordingly  to  continue  with  them. 
Nevertheless,  the  state  of  things  in  the  Massaehuset-eolony,  was  more 
igreeable  unto  him ;  and  the  church  of  Ipswich  made  their  speedy  appli- 
jations  unto  him,  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  them.  This 
lis  deliberation  with  bis  friends  in  the  bay  what  course  to  steer. 
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§  13.  While  he  sojourned  in  his  unsettled  state  at  Boston,  lie  came  into 
acq^uaintance  with  the  ministers  thereahouts,  who  entertained  him  with  a 
very  high  opinion  of  him;  especially  Mr.  Mather  of  Dorchester,  who, 
though  of  longer  standing  than  he,  yet  consulted  him  as  an  oracle,  in 
matters  of  greatest  consequence  unto  him ;  and  found  him  so  accomplished 
and  experienced  a  person,  that  he  maintained  a  most  valnahle  friendship 
with  him  to  the  last.  Yea,  though  he  were  yet  a-  young  man,  and  short 
of  thirty,  when  he  first  came  into  the  country,  yet  the  magistrates  of  ihe 
colony  soon  became  so  sensible  of  hia  abilities,  as  to  mate  use  of  him  in 
some  of  their  most  arduous  affairs.  And  there  happened  several  occa- 
sions to  try  the  scholastick  eminencies  whereto  he  was  arrived ;  one  of 
which  was,  when  there  was  in  these  parts  a  French  friar,  who  found  in 
Mr,  Norton  a  Protestant  equal  to  his  own  school-men,  and  well  acquainted 
with  them  all.  Indeed,  there  was  in  him  the  union  of  twa  excellencies) 
which  do  not  always  meet.  It  was  the  character  of  Horteasius,  that  he 
was  weak  in  writing,  and  yet  able  to  speak:  it  was  the  character  of  Aber- 
icus,  that  he  was  weak  in  speech,  and  yet  able  in  writing:  but  our  Norton 
was  in  both  of  these  a  very  able  person. 

§  14.  It  was  the  church  of  Ipswich  that  our  Lord  gave  so  rich  a  thing 
as  his  eminent  servant  Norton:  but  besides  the  constant  labours  of  this 
holy  and  fruitful  man,  in  that  particular  church,  he  there  did  several  great 
services  of  a  more  extensive  influence  to  the  whole  Church  of  God; 
whereof  one  waa  this :  Gulielmus  ApoUonii,  at  the  direction  of  the  divines 
in  Zealand,  in  the  year  1644,  sent  over  to  New-England  a  number  of 
questions,  relating  to  our  way  of  church -government;  whereto  the  minis- 
ters of  New-England  unanimously  imposed  upon  Mr.  Norton  the  task  of 
drawing  up  an  answer,  which  he  finished  in  the  year  1645,  and  it  was,  I 
suppose,  the  first  Latin  hook  that  ever  was  written  in  this  country.  What 
satisfaction  it  gave,  may  be  gathered,  not  only  from  the  attestations  of  Dr. 
Goodwin,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr,  Sympson,  thereunto;  but  also  from  the  expressions 
of  Dr.  Hornbeok,  who  frequently  magnifies  the  reason,  and  the  candour 
of  our  New-English  divine,  even  in  those  points  wherein  he  does  himself 
dissent  from  him.  Nor  is  it  amiss  to  add  the  words  in  DxJliiUerV  Church- 
History,  hereupon;  which  are:  "Of  all  the  authors  I  have  perused  con- 
cerning these  opinions,  none  to  me  was  more  informative  than  Mr.  John 
Norton,  one  of  no  less  learning  than  modesty,  in  his  answer  to  ApoUonius, 
pastor  in  the  church  of  Middleburgh." 

§  15.  It  will  do  no  hurt  for  me  to  repeat  one  passage  on  this  occasion, 
which  to  me  seemed  worthy  of  some  remark.  While  Mr.  Norton  was 
deeply  engaged  in  writing  his  Latin  account  of  our  church-discipline 
some  of  his  more  accurate  and  judicious  hearers  imagined  that  his  publici 
sermons  wanted  a  little  of  that  exactness  which  did  use  to  attend  them 
whereof  one  said  something  to  that  Mr.  Whiting  whom  I  may  well  cal 
the  angel  in  the  church  of  Lyn.     Mr.  Whiting  hereupon,  in  a  very  r^ 
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ful  and  obliging  manner,  spoke  to  Mr.  Norton,  saying,  "  Sir,  there  are  some 
of  your  people  who  think  that  the  services  wherein  you  are  engaged  for 
all  the  churches,  do  something  take  off  the  edge  of  the  ministry,  wherein 
you  should  serve  your  own  pttrticular  church;  I  would  entreat  you,  sir, 
to  consider  this  matter ;  for  our  greatest  work  ia  to  preaeh  the  gospel  unto 
that  flock  whereof  we  are  overseers."  Our  great  and  good  man  took  the 
excellent  oyl  of  this  intimation  with  the  kindness  which  became  such  a 
man,  and  made  it  serviceable  unto  his  holy  studies. 

§  16.  Another  considerable  service,  which  then  called  for  the  studies 
of  this  excellent  man,  was  the  advising,  modelling,  and  recommending 
the  Platform  of  Ghurch-BiscipUne,  agreed  by  a  Synod  at  Cambridge,  in  the 
year  1647.  Into  that  Platform  he  would  fain  have  had  inserted  certain 
propositions  concerning  the  watch  which  our  churches  are  to  have  over  the 
children  born  in  them;  which  propositions  were  certainly  the  first  principles 
of  New-England ;  only  the  fierce  oppositions  of  one  eminent  person  caused 
him  that  was  of  a,peacecihh  temper  to  forbear  urging  them  any  farther;  by 
which  means,  when  those  very  propositions  came  to  be  advanced  and 
embraced  in  another  Synod,  more  than  twice  seven  years  after,  many 
people  did  ignorantly  count  them  novelties.  Moreover,  when  the  Synod 
first  assembled,  it  was  a  thing  of  some  unhappy  consequence  that  the 
church  of  Boston  would  not  send  any  messengers  unto  it:  but  Mr.  Norton 
preaching  the  next  lecture  there,  wherein  he  handled  the  nature  of  counsils, 
and  the  poioer  of  civil  magistrates  to  call  such  assemblies,  and  the  duty  of 
the  churches  in  regarding  their  advice,  the  church  of  Boston  were  there- 
withal so  satisfied,  as  to  testifie  their  communion  with  the  rest  of  the 
churches,  by  sending  three  messengers  to  accompany  their  elders  now  in 
the  Synod.  And  when  the  result  of  the  Synod  came  to  try  its  acceptance 
in  the  churches,  he  did  his  part,  especially  in  his  own,  with  a  prudent 
and  pious  diligence  to  obtain  it;  which  was  happily  accomplished. 

§  17.  There  was  yet  one  comprehensive  service  more,  which  this  learned 
man  here  did  for  the  church  of  God;  and  that  was  this:  a  gentleman  of 
New-England  had  written  a  book,  entituled,  '^The  Meritorious  Price  of 
Man's  SedempUon:;"  wherein  he  pretends  to  prove,  "That  Christ  suffered 
not  for  us  those  unutterable  torments  of  God's  wrath,  which  are  commonly 
called  heU-torments,  to  redeem  our  souls  from  them:  and  that  Christ  bore 
not  our  sins  by  God's  imputation,  and  therefore  also  did  not  bear  the  curse 
of  the  law  for  them."  The  Greneral  Court  of  the  colony,  concerned  that 
the  glorious  truths  of  the  gospel  might  be  rescued  from  the  confusions 
whereinto  the  essay  of  this  gentleman  had  thrown  them,  and  afraid  lest 
the  church  of  God  abroad  should  suspect  that  New-England  allowed  of 
such  exhorbiiant  aberrations,  appointed  Mr.  Norton  to  draw  up  an  answer 
to  that  erroneous  treatise.  This  work  he  peformed  with  a  most  elaborate 
and  judicious  pen,  in  a  book  afterwards  published  under  the  title  of  "J. 
ZHsciission  of  that  great  point  in  Divinity,  TUE  suIteeings  OF  Cubist  :  and 
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ihe  Questions  about  Ms  Active  and  Passive  Righteousness,  and  the  Imputation 
thereof. "  In  that  the  true  principles  of  tbe  gospel  are  stated  with  so  much 
demonstration,  as  is  indeed  unanswerable.  The  great  assertion  therein 
explained  and  maintained,  is,  (according  to  the  express  words  of  the 
reverend  author,)  "  That  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  God-man,  and  Mediator, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  bis  own  voluntary  consent,  fully 
obeyed  the  law,  doing  the  command  in  a  way  of  works,  and  suffering  the 
essential  punishment  of  the  curse,  in  a  way  of  obedient  satisfaction  unto 
divine  justice,  thereby  exactly  fulfilling  the  first  covenant:  which  active 
and  passive  obedience  of  his,  together  with  his  original  righteousness,  as  a 
surety,  God,  of  his  rich  grace,  actually  imputeth  unto  believers:  whom, 
upon  the  receipt  thereof,  by  the  grace  offaitli,  be  declareth  and  accepteth,  as 
perfectly  righteous,  and  acknowledgeth  them  to  have  a  right  unto  eternal  life" 
And  in  every  clause  of  this  position,  the  author  expressed  not  his  own 
sence  alone,  but  the  sence  of  all  the,  churches  in  the  country;  in  testimony 
whereof,  there  published  at  the  end  of  the  book  an  instrument  signed  by 
five  considerable  names.  Cotton,  Wilson,  Mather,  Symmes,  and  Tompson, 
who  in  the  name  of  others,  declare,  "  As  they  believe,  they  do  also  profess, 
that  the  obedience  of  Christ  to  the  whole  law,  which  is  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness, is  the  matter  of  our  justification:  and  the  imputation  of  our  sins  to 
Christ  (and  thereupon  his  suffering  the  sence  of  Qm  wrath  of  Ood,  upon  him 
for  our  sin)  and  the  imputation  of  his  obedience  and  sufferings  to  us,  are 
ihe  formal  cause  of  our  justification:  and  that  they  who  deny  this,  do  now 
take  away  both  of  these,  both  matter  andfc^rm  of  onr  justification,  which  is 
the  life  of  OUT  souls  and  of  our  religion,  and  therefore  called  the  jmtification 

ofW" 

This  being  the  primitive  doctrine  of  justification,  among  the  churches 
of  New-England  the  things  that  were  judged  opposite  hereunto,  in  the 
renowned  Richard  Baxter's  "Aphorisms  of  Justification,"  did  then  give  a 
great  and  just  offence  unto  the  faithful  in  this  country:  yea,  they  looked 
upon  many  things  in  his  writings,  to  be,  as  Photius  has  it,  upon  some 
things  in  Clemens  Alexandrinus ;  that  is  to  say,  things  expressed,  st'  iyug, 
not  safely  and  soundly;  albeit,  the  other  more  practical  and  savory  books 
of  that  holy  man,  were  highly  valued  in  these  American  regions;  and  not 
a  few  have  here  blessed  God  for  him  and  for  his  labours.  And  as  in  those 
elder  days  of  New-England,  the  esteem  which  our  churches  had  for  that 
eminent  man,  did  not  hinder  them  from  rejecting  that  new  covenant  of 
works,  with  which  they  thought  he  confounded  that  most  important  article, 
upon  the  notions  whereof  the  church  either  stands  or  falls:  thus  it  is  a 
grief  of  mind  unto  our  churches  at  this  day,  to  find  that  great  and  good 
man,  in  some  of  his  last  works,  under  the  blinding  heat  of  his  indignation 
against  some  which  we  also  account  unjustifidble,  yea,  dangerous  opinions 
and  expressions  of  Dr.  Crisp,  reproaching  some  of  the  most  undoubted 
points  in  our  common  faith.     We  read  him  unaccountably  enumerating 
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among  errors,  which,  he  saya,  have  "corrupted  Cliriatiaiiity,"  and  "sub- 
verted the  gospel,"  such  thiogs  as  these: 

"  They  f^gn,  Ihat  God  made  a  covenant  with  Adam,  that  if  he  stood,  God  would  continue 
him  and  iiis  posterity;  snd  if  he  fell,  God  would  talte  it,  as  if  all  his  posterity  then  person- 
ally sinned  in  him. Feigning  God  to  make  Adam,  not  only  the  natural  father  and  root 

of  mankind,  but  also  arbitnif  ily,  a  conslituled  representer  of  nil  the  persons  that  should  spring 
iroDi  him.  Whence  they  infei',  that  Christ  was  by  God's  imposition,  and  his  own  sponsion, 
made  the  legal  represeiiiiUive  person  of  eveiy  one  of  the  elect,  taken  singularly:  so  that  what 
he  did  for  them,  God  reputeth  them  to  have  done  by  him.  Hereby  they  falaly  make  the 
person  of  the  Mediator,  to  be  the  Ugal  person  of  the  sinner. 

"They^/iwg'e  a  law,  that  God  never  made,  that  aaith,  'Thou  or  thy  surety  sliall  obey  per- 
fectly, or  die." 

"They  feign  God  to  have  made  an  eternal  covenant  with  his  Son. 

"They/eigji  Christ  to  have  made  such  an  esxhange  wifh  the  elect,  as  that,  having  taken 
all  HiMr  sins,  he  halh  ^ven  them  all  Ms  rig'hteousness;  not  only  thej^if  ofii,  but  the  thing 

"They  say  that,  by  the  imputation  of  Chiist's  righteousness,  habitual  and  actual,  we  are 
judged  peifictlyjusu 

''They  talk  of  jjislijicalimi  in  meer  ignorant  confusion. They  say,  that  to  jmiifie  is 

not  to  make  righteoiis,  but  tojiidge  rigMeous. 

"They  err  grosly,  saying,  that  by  [faiih  ijnputed for  righteousness]  and  [our  being  justijied 
byfaitli]  is  not  meanf^  the  act,  or  habit  of  failli,  but  the  object,  Christ's  rigltieousnsss:  not 
slicking  thereby  to  turn  such  texts  into  worse  than  nonsence. 

[All  these  are  Mr.  Baxter's  words,  in  bis  '^D^ence  of  Christ,"  chap.  II.] 
These  tliiags,  which  our  churches  with  amazement  behold  Mr.  Baxter 
tlxus  iiz\].mg  fictions,  fais^oods,  forgeries,  ignorant  confusions,  and  gross  errors, 
were  defended  by  Mr.  Norton,  as  the  "faith  once  delivered  unto  the  saints:" 
nor  do  our  churches  at  this  day  consider  them,  as  any  other,  than  "glori- 
ous truths  of  the  gospel;"  which,  aa  they  were  maintained  by  Mr,  Norton. 
So  two  divines,  which  were  the  scholars  of  Mr.  Norton,  well  known  in 
both  Englands,  Nathanael  and  Increase  Mather,  {Fratrum  duke  Par;)* 
and  a  third,  a  worthy  minister  of  the  gospel,  Mr.  Samuel  Willard,  now 
living  in  the  same  house  from  whence  Mr.  Norton  went,  unto  "that  not 
made  with  hands,"  have  in  their  printed  labours  most  accurately  expressed 
them  and  confirmed  them.  Hence,  although  as,  on  the  one  side,  I  have 
this  passage  of  Mr.  Baxter's  in  a  letter  from  him,  written  but  a  few  months 
before  he  died,  "I  am  as  zealous  a  lover  of  the  New-England  churches  as 
any  man,  according  to  Mr.  Norton's  and  the  Synod's  model:"  so,  on  the 
other  side,  the  memory  of  Mr.  Baxter  is  on  many  accounts  zeahushj  hved 
among  the  churches  of  New-England,  yet  espousing  the  principles  for 
their  establishment,  wherein  Mr,  Norton  had  appeared:  nevertheless,  inas- 
much as  Mr.  Baxter,  just  before  his  entrance  into  his  "everlasting  rest," 
ret^uested  of  my  parent,  then  in  London:  "Sir,  if  you  know  of  any  errors 
in  any  of  my  writings,  I  pray  you  to  confute  them  after  I  am  dead."     I 
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thouglit  it  not  amiss  to  regard  so  far  the  gospel-truths  oi'jttstijkalion  at  this 
day  labouring,  ss  to  take  occasion  &om  the  mention  of  Mr.  Norton's  book, 
to  say,  that  in  that  one  booli  of  his,  there  is  a  confutation  of  Mr.  Baxter, 
who  seems  to  oppose  those  things,  which  the  churches  of  New-Enghxod 
judge  cannot  be  denied  without  corrupting  of  Christianity,  and  svhvertiruj 
of  the  gospel.  But  waving  any  further  mention  of  the  book,  I  cannot  leave 
Unmentioned  a  couple  of  passages  in  the  preface  of  it,  which  is  dedicatory 
to  the  General  Court  of  the  Massachuset  colony.  One  is  this:  "I  appeal 
to  any  competently  judicious  and  sober-minded  man,  if  the  denial  of  ruk 
in  the  Presbytery,  of  a  decisive  voice  in  the  Synod,  and  of  the  power  of 
the  magistrate  in  matters  of  religion,  do  uot  in  this  point  translate  the 
Papal  power  unto  the  brotherhood  of  every  congregation."  Another  is  thL'i ; 
"You  have  been  among  the ^rs(o/^ma^imfes,  which  have  approved  and 
practised  the  Congregational  way;  no  small  favour  from  God,  nor  honour 
to  your  selves,  with  the  generation  to  come,  when  that  shall  appear  to  be 
the  way  of  Christ." 

%  18.  But  we  say  nothing  of  Norton,  if  we  don't  speak  of  an  orihorhx 
evaTigelist.  Being  himself  such  an  one,  he  digested  the  subtleties  of  the 
school-men  into  solid  and  wholesome  Christianity,  which  he  published  in 
a  treatise  entituled,  "Th^  Orthodox  Evangelist  f  wherein  he  handles  the 
abstruse  points  of  the  existsnce  and  svisistence,  and  effidence  of  God,  and 
the  person  of  Christ,  and  the  methods  of  the  Spirit  in  uniting  us  to  him ; 
and  the  doctrine  o{  justification,  with  the  future  and  happy  state  of  the 
saints;  all  in  such  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Cotton  saw  cause  to  say  in  his  pre- 
face to  this  treatise,  "Clusters  of  ripe  grapes  passing  under  the  press,  are 
fit  to  be  transported  unto  all  nations;  thus,  such  gifts  and  labours  passing 
under  the  press,  may  be  fitly  communicated  to  all  churches.  The  physi- 
cians do  speak,  there  are  Pillulce  sine  Quibus  esse  nolo;*  so  there  are  Libelli 
sine  quibus,  'some  books,'  iStne  quibus  esse  noh,~f  and  this  is  one  of  them." 
This  book  he  dedicated  unto  his  own  church,  in  Ipswich;  and  in  the  close 
of  his  dedication,  I  cannot  forget  this  emphatical  passage:  "You  are  our 
glory  and  joy:  forget  not  the  emphasis  in  the  word,  our:  ministers,  com- 
pared with  other  Christians,  have  little  to  joy  in  in  this  world:  it  is  not 
with  the  ministers  of  the  present,  as  with  the  ministers  of  late  times;  nor 
with  your  exiles,  as  with  some  others.  Let  this  our,  or  if  you  please  your 
condition,  for  therein  you  have  been  both  partakers  with  us  and  sup- 
porters of  us,  be  your  provocation."  Thus,  and  more  than  thus  usefuil, 
was  this  Bradwardin  of  New-England,  while  Ipswich  had  him, 

§19.  When  Cotton,  that  "man  of  God,"  lay  sick  of  the  sickness  whereof 
he  died,  his  church  desired  that  he  would  nominate  and  recommend  a  tit 
person  to  succeed  him;  and  he  advised  them  to  apply  themselves  unto 
Mr,  Norton,  hoping  that  the  church  of  Ipswich,  being  accommodated  with 
such  another  eminent  person  as  Mr.  Eogers,  would,  out  of  respect  unto 

•  PiH»  whlcb  1  do  uot  like  u.  be  withoul.  f  Bugka  I  cannol  diapenw  with. 
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the  general  good  of  all  the  people  of  God  throughout  the  land,  so  far 
deny  themselves,  as  to  dismiss  him  from  themselves.  That  which  gave 
encouragenvent  unto  this  business,  was  not  a  dream  of  Mr.  Cotton's,  though 
it  was  indeed  a  strange  thing,  that  Mr.  Cotton  in  his  illness,  being  solicit- 
ous what  counsel  to  give  unto  bis  church,  he  dreamed  that  he  saw  Mr. 
Norton  riding  unto  Boston,  to  succeed  him,  upon  a  whU&  horse,  in  circum- 
Btanees  that  were  exactly  ailerwarda  accomplished;  and  when  Mr.  Wilson, 
with  his  ilock,  saw  the  thing  accomplished,  it  caused  them  to  look  upon 
Mr.  Norton,  almost  with  the  same  eye  that  old  Narcissus,  with  the  church 
at  Jerusalem,  did  upon  Alcsander,  when  upon  the  warning  of  a  voice 
from  heaven,  to  take  him,  whom  they  should  so  find,  they  found  him  out 
of  the  city,  provided  for  them.  But  it  was  a  design  which  Mr.  Norton 
had  of  returning  for  England;  a  design  which  be  bad  so  laid  before  bis 
people,  as  to  obtain  their  grant,  that  if  upon  staying  a  twelvemonth  longer 
among  them,  there  did  occur  no  occasion  for  him  to  alter  his  purposes, 
they  would  not  oppose  his  going.  Now  when  the  agents  of  the  churob  at 
Boston  made  this  motion  to  the  church  of  Ipswich,  there  was  much  debate 
aboutit;  wherein  at  length  an  honest  brother  made  this  proposal;  "Breth- 
ren, a  case  in  some  things  like  to  this  was  once  that  way  determined ;  '  we 
will  call  the  damsel,  and  enquire  at  her  mouth:'  wherefore  I  propose,  that 
our  teacher  himself  be  enquired  o^  whether  he  be  inclined  to  go?"  They 
then  put  that  question  to  Mr,  Norton  himself,  who  being  troubled  at  the 
offer  of  the  question  unto  him,  answered,  "That  if  they  judged  such  rea- 
sons as  caused  his  removal  from  Europe  into  America,  now  called  for  bis 
removal  from  Ipswich  to  Boston,  he  should  resign  himself;  but  he  could 
not  be  active."  However,  at  length,  they  consented  that  he  should  for 
the  present  go  sojourn  at  Boston,  to  try  and  see  how  far  the  will  of  God 
about  this  matter,  might  be  afterwards  discovered;  but  after  Mr.  Norton 
was  gone,  mapy  of  the  people  fell  into  a  very  unreasonable  indisposition 
towards  Mr,  Eogers,  as  if  he  had  not  been  active  enough,  although  he  had, 
indeed,  been  as  active  as  he  well  couid  be  to  retain  bis  eollegue  among 
tbem.  The  melancholly  temper  of  Mr,  Eogers  felt  so  deep  an  impression 
from  those  paroxisms,  and  murmurings  of  the  people,  that  it  is  thought  his 
end  was  thereby  hastned;  but  the  church,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Rogers, 
renewing  their  demands  of  Mr.  Norton's  return,  a  council  was  upon  that 
occasion  called;  which  council  advised  Ipswich  to  grant  Mr.  Norton  a  fair 
dismission  unto  tbe  service  of  Boston,  and  in  Boston,  of  all  New-England. 
Ilowever,  divers  lesser  councils,  that  were  successively  called  on  this  occa- 
sion, could  not  comfortably  procure  this  dismission,  till  at  last  the  govem- 
our  and  magistrates  of  the  colony  called  a  council  for  this  end;  in  their 
order  for  which,  they  intimate  their  concern  lest,  while  the  two  churches 
were  contending  which  of  them  should  enjoy  Mr.  Norton,  they  should 
both  of  them,  and  the  whole  country  with  them,  lose  that  reverend  person, 
by  his  prosecuting  his  inclination  to  remove  into  England.    Hereupon 
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such  a  dismission  could  not  be  denied ;  but  now  Boston  joyfully  receiving 
Mr,  Norton,  Ipswich  applied  themselves  unto  Mr.  Gobbet,  who  afterwards 
continued  a  rich  blessing  among  them.  And  Mr.  Norton  did  indeed  the 
part  of  a  surviving  brother  for  Mr.  Cotton,  in  raising  up,  or  at  least  keep- 
ing up  the  name  of  that  great  man,  by  publishing  a  most  elegant  account 
of  his  life,  part  whereof  was  al^erwards  transcribed  by  Sam.  .Clark  into 
his- collections. 

§  20.  Mr.  Norton  being  now  transplanted  into  that  garden  which  our 
Lord  had  in  Boston,  did  there  bring  forth  much  of  tiia,t  fruit  whereby  the 
"Heavenly  Father  was  glorified."  There  he  preached,  he  wrote,  he  prayed, 
and  maintained  without  any  prelatical  Episcopacy,  a  cars  of  all  the  churches. 
And  New-England  being  a  country  whose  interests  were  most  remarkably 
and  generally  enwrapped  in  its  ecclesiastical  circumstances,  there  were 
many  good  offices,  which  Mr.  Norton  did  for  the  peace  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, by  his  wise  counsels  upon  many  occasions,  given  to  its  counsellors.  In 
truth,  if  he  had  never  done  any  thing,  but  that  one  thing  of  preventing 
by  his  wise  interposition,  the  acts  of  hostility  which  were  like  to  pass 
between  our  people,  and  the  Dutch  at  Manhatoes,  that  alone  were  well 
worth  his  coming  into  the  station  which  he  now  had  at  Boston.  But  the 
service  which  now  most  signalized  him,  was,  his  agency  at  Wliite-hall ; 
for  it  being  found  necessary  to  address  the  restored  King;  the  worshipful 
Simon  Bradstreet,  Esq.  and  this  reverend  Mr.  John  Norton,  were  sent 
over  as  agents  from  the  colony,  with  an  address  unto  his  Majesty ;  wherein 
there  were,  among  others,  the  following  p 


"We  supplicate  your  Mnj'eaty  for  your  gfacious  protection  of  ua,  in  the  contiiiunnce  both 
of  our  civil,  and  of  our  religious  liberties;  according  to  the  grantees'  known  end  of  suing 
for  the  patunt,  conferred  upon  this  plantiition  by  youi'  royal  Either.  'Oar  liberty  to  walk  in 
the  faith  of  Uie  gospel,  with  all  good  conscience,  according  to  the  order  of  the. gospel,'  was 
the  cause  of  our  transporting  our  selves,  with  oar  wives,  oar  little  ones,  and  our  sabslance, 
^m  that  pleasant  land,  over  the  Atlontiek  Ocean,  into  the  Tast  wilderness;  choosing  rather 
the  pure  Scripture-worship,  with  a  good  conscience,  in  this  remote  wildernesa,  than  the  plea- 
Bures  of  England,  with  submissiona  to  the  impositions  of  the  then  so  disposed,  and  so  fer 

prevailing  hierarchy,  which  we  could  not  do  without  an  evil  conscience." "We  are  not 

seditious  as  to  the  interests  of  Casar,  nor  sohiamatical  as  to  tJio  matters  of  relipon.    We 

distinguish  between  churches,  and  their  irapuriliea." "We  conldnot  live  without  the  puS- 

lick  worship  of  God,  nor  be  permitted  the  public  worship,  without  such  a  ^e  of  subscription 
and  cm^ormity,  as  we  could  not  consent  unto  without  sin.  That  we  might,  therefore,  enjoy 
divine  worship,  free  from  human  mixtures,  without  ofTence  to  God,  man,  and  our  own  con- 
Bciencea,  we,  with  leave,  but  not  without  (ears,  departed  from  our  country,  kindred,  and 
fathers'  houses,  into  this  Patmos." 

It  was  in  February,  1661-2,  that  they  began  their  voyage,  and  it  was 
in  September  following  that  they  returned :  Mr,  Norton's  place  being  the 
mean  time  supplied  by  the  neighbouring  ministers,  taking  of  their  turns. 
And  by  ih^r  hands  the  country  received  the  King's  letters,  wherein  he 
signified,  that  the  espressions  of  their  loyalty  and  affection  to  him,  were 
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very  acceptable,  and  that  confirming  to  them  their  privileges,  he  would 
cherish  them  with  all  manner  of  encouragement  and  protection. 

§  21.  Such  has  been  the  jeqlaus  disposition  of  our  New-Englanders  about 
their  dearly  bought  ^inui^es,  and  such  also  has  been  the  various  under- 
standing of  the  people  about  the  extent  of  those  privileges,  that  of  all  the 
agents  which  they  have  sent  over  unto  the  Court  of  England,  for  now 
forty  years  together,  I  know  not  any  one  who  did  not,  at  his  return,  meet 
with  some  very  froward  entertainment  among  his  country-men :  and  there 
may  be  the  wisdom  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God,  as  well  as  the  malice 
of  the  evil  one,  acknowledged,  in  the  ordering  of  such  temptations.  Of 
these  temptations,  a  considerable  share  fell  to  Mr,  Norton;  concerning 
whom  there  were  many  who  would  not  stick  to  say,  that  "  he  had  laid  the 
foundation  of  ruine  to  all  our  liberties;"  and  bis  melancholly  mind  ima- 
gined that  his  best  Mends  began  therefore  to  look  av^ry  upon  him, 

§  22.  In  the  spring  before  bis  going  for  England,  he  preached  an  excel- 
lent sermon  unto  the  representatives  of  the  whole  colony,  assembled  at 
the  Court  of  Election,  wherein  I  take  particular  notice  of  this  passage ; 
"Mosea  was  the  meekest  man  on  earth,  yet  it  went  ill  with  Moses,  'tis  said, 
for  their  sakes.  How  long  did  Moses  live  at  Meribah?  Sure  I  am,  it 
killed  him  in  a  short  time ;  a  man  of  as  good  a  temper  as  could  be  expected 
from  a  meer  man;  I  tell  you,  it  will  not  only  kill  the  people,  but  it  will 
quickly  kUI  Moses  too ! "  And  in  the  spring  after  his  return  from  England, 
be  found  his  own  observation  in  himself  too  much  exemplified.  It  was 
commonly  judged  that  the  smotJiered  griefs  of  his  mind,  upon  the  unkind 
reamhn^nts  which  he  thought  many  people  bad  of  his  faithful  and  sincere 
endeavours  to  serve  them,  did  more  than  a  little  hasten  his  end;  an  end 
whereat  John  Norton  went,  according  to  the  anagram  of  his  name  into 
HONNOK.  But  he  had  the  privilege  to  enter  into  immortality,  without  such 
a  formal  and  feeling  death,  as  the  most  of  mot  tab  encounter  with;  for 
though  in  ikeforeTwon  of  April  5, 1663,  it  was  his  design  to  have  preached 
in  the  afternoon,  he  was  that  afternoon  taken  with  a  sudden  lypoihymie, 
which  presently  and  easily  carried  him  away  to  those  glories,  wherein 
the  "weary  are  at  rest;"  but  it  was  a c^arZ.  rt(!/A(  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  bad  upon  the  noise  of  his  death,  eveiy  corner  of  the  town  was 
filled  with  lamentations,  which  left  a  character  upon  that  night,  unto  this 
day  not  forgotteni  His  dearest  neighbour,  Mr.  Eiohard  Mather,  wept  over 
him  at  his  funeral,  which  was  on  the  next  lecture  day,  a  sermon  most 
agreeable  to  the  occasion;  and  the  son  of  his  fellow-traveller,  Mr,  Thomas 
Shcpard,  was  one  of  the  many  who  bestowed  their  elegies  upon  him; 
using  tftis,  among  his  other  strokes: 


Tliey  m1|;bi  Lo  tchool  a^ 
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Whicli  lines  accompanied  with  Mr.  Wilson's  aiiagrammatising  of  JoHAN- 
KES  KoETOHUS  into  Nonne  is  Ilonoratus?*  will  give  him  hia  deserved 
character, 

§  23.  He  that  shall  read  the  tragical  romancea,  written  lay  that  brazen- 
faced lyar  Bolsecus,  concerning  the  deaths  of  sach  men  as  Calvin  and 
Beza,  or  such  monstrons  writings  as  those  of  Tympins,  Cochleus,  Genebard,  . 
and  eome  others,  who  would  bear  the  world  in  hand,  that  Luther  and 
CEcolampadius  learned  the  Protestant  religion  of  the  ^vil,  and  were  at 
last  killed  by  him ;  and  that  Bncer  had  his  guts  pulled  out  and  cast  about 
by  the  devil;  will  not  wonder  if  I  tell  him  that,  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Norton,  the  Quakers  published  a  libel,  by  them  called,  "A  Representation 
to  King  and  Parliament;''^  wherein,  pretending  to  report  some,  "  remarkable 
judgments  upon  their  persecutors,"  they  insert  this  passage:  "  John  Norton, 
chief  priest  in  Boston,  by  the  immediate  power  of  the  Lord,  was  smitten, 
and  as  he  was  sinking  down  by  the  fire-side,  being  under  just  judgment, 
he  confessed  tte  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him,  and  so  he  died;" — 
Which  they  mention  as  &  judgment  upon  a.  persecutor.  Whereas,  the  death 
of  this  good  man  was  attended  with  no  circumstances  but  what,  unto  a 
good  man,  might  be  eligible  and  comfortahh,  and  circumstanced  far  otherwise 
than  it  was  by  those  revilers  represented.  But  it  was  necessary  for  that 
enchanted  people  thus  to  revenge  themselves  upon  one  who,  amongst 
his  other  services  to  the  church  of  God,  already  mentioned,  had,  at  the 
desire  of  the  General  Court,  written  a  book,  entituled,  "  The  Heart  of  New- 
England  rent  at  ike  Blasphemies  of  the  Present  Generation;  or,  a  Brief  Tract- 
ate concerning  ike  Doctrine  of  the  Quakers:"  which  doctrine  was  in  this  tract- 
ate solidly  confuted.  And  perhaps,  it  had  been  better  if  this  had  been  all 
the  confulution ;  which  I  add,  because  I  will  not,  I  cannot  make  my  self 
a  vindicator  for  all  the  seiien'ijiss  with  which  the  zeal  of  some  eminent  men 
bath  sometimes  enraged  and  increased,  rather  than  reclaimed  those  miserable 
hereticks:  but  wish  that  the  Quakers  may  be  tieited  as  Queen  Elisabeth 
directed  the  Lord  President  of  the  Noith  to  treat  the  Papists;  when  she 
advised  him  to  convince  them  with  aigument,  rather  than  suppress  them 
with  violence;  to  that  purpose  using  of  the  words  of  the  prophets,  Nolo 
Mortem  Peccatoris.\ 

§  24.  Not  long  after  his  death,  his  friends  published  three  sermons  of 
his,  which  for  the  circumstances  of  them  could  have  been  entituled, 
"These  were  the  last  wOrds  of  that  servant  of  the  Lord  "  The  first  of 
the  sermons,  was  the  last  sermon  which  he  preached  at  the  Court  of  Elec- 
tion at  Boston,  It  is  on  Jer.  x.,  17,  entituled,  "Sion  the  Out-cast  healed 
of  her  Wounds:"  and  there  are  two  or  three  pisbiges  in  it,  which  I  cannot 
but  recommend  unto  the  peculiar  consideration  of  the  present  generation : 

"To  differ  ftora  our  oi'tliCHiox,  pioua,  and  leJirne<i  brethren,  la  snch.  an  affliption  to  a  Cliris. 
tian  and  an  ingenuous  spirit,  as  nothing  but  lo\e  to  the  truth  could  arm  a  man  of  poaee 
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against.    Our  profession  being  in  n  way  differing  from  these  and  those,  it  ci 
our  walking  be  very  cnutelous,  and  that  it  be  without  ^ving  nny  just  offence." 

Agiiin. — "In  matters  of  state  and  church,  let  it  be  shown  that  we  are  hia  disciples,  who 
S[ud,  'give  unt«  Ctasar  Ihe  things  that  are  CEesttr"s,and^ve  unto  God  the  things  that  are 
God's;'  and  in  matters  of  religion,  let  it  be  known,  that  we  are  for  reformation,  and  not 
for  separation." 

Once  more.— ^' I  may  say  thus  much  (and  pardon  my  speech)  a  more  yielding  ministry 
unto  the  people  than  ours'  1  believe  is  not  in  the  world.  1  beseech  you,  let  not  Caesav  be 
killed  in  the  senate,  after  he  hath  conquered  In  the  feld.  Let  us  acknowledge  the  order  of 
the  eldership  in  our  churches,  in  thmr  way,  and  the  order  of  oouneils  in  their  way,  duely 
backed  and  encouraged:  without  which  experience  will  vritness  that  these  churches  cannot 
long  consist." 

The  second  of  the  sermons,  was  the  last  sermon  which  he  preached  on 
the  Lord'a  day.  It  is  on  Joh.  xiv.  3,  entituled,  "  The  Believer's  Gonsolation 
in  the  rememhrance  of  his  Heavenly  Mansion,  prepared  /w  hiin  hy  Christ." 

The  third  of  the  sermons  was  the  last  sermon  which  he  preached  on 

hia  lecture.     It  is  on  Heb,  viii.  5,  entituled,  "  The  Hvangelical  Worshipper, 

he  prescription  and  sovereignty  of  iScripiure  Patt&Ti." 

I  25.  The  three  sermons  thus  published  as  the  last,  or  the  dropt  mantle 
of  this  Eliaa,  are  accompanied  with  the  translation  of  a  letter,  which  was 
composed  in  Latin  by  Mr.  Norton,  and  subscribed  by  more  than  forty 
of  the  miniaters,  on  this  occasion.  The  famous  John  Dury  having,  from 
the  year  1635,  been  most  indefatigahly  labouring  for  a  pacification  between 
the  reformed  churches  in  Europe,  communicated  his  design  to  the  minis- 
ters of  New-England,  requesting  their  concurrence  and  countenance  unto 
his  generous  undertaking.  In  answer  to  him,  this  letter  was  written ; 
and  there  are  one  or  two  passages  which  I  chuse  to  transcribe  from  it, 
because  as  well  the  spirit  of  our  Norton,  as  the  story  of  oitr  country, 
is  therein  indigitated: 

"  Redeunt  in  Memoriam,  et  rcdeunt  quidem  non  sine  Sanetiori  Si/mpaihia,  Beatce 
iUa.  Anhnm,  Melancthonis  et  Parei  NTN  EJY  AFIOIS,  Uc  inter  Reformatos,  Ule 
inter  Evangelicos,  Vir  Consummatissimus,  Quorum.  Alter  Haganoam  iter faeiens, 
ila  Ingemuit: 

"  Vixitttus  m  &/BBdis,  etjam  tarrrieiaar  in  illis. 

'^  Alter  Vera,  Super  Erislica  Eucharislica  Meditahundus,  in  Jubc  Verba  Erupit, 
Defessua  sum  Disputando,  Nimirtua,  illis  Judicihus,  Orandum  fotius  quam — 
Disputandum ;  Vivendura,  non  Litigandum.  Forsitan  et  Consilia  Pacis,  qute,  Stim- 
ulanti  recenli  Ira  liaetenus,  minus  grata  fuere,  tdriusqtte  partis  Theologi  Riieis  diu- 
turnioribus  aUquando  fessi  et  Suhacti,  iRqjds  ardmis  Suseipere,  non  molests  ferant : 
Mure  pacificum  Aquis  Meribanis,  Loi^o  Serum,  usu  Edocti,  (mteferentes." 

"We  may  here  call  to  mind,  and  not  without  some  sacred  sympathy,  those  blessed  souls, 
Melancthon  and  Pareus,  now  among  the  blessed — the  one  no  less  famous  awaag  ihe  Reformed, 
than  the  other  among  the  Eiwigeiicfcs.  Of  these,  the  one  going  towards  Hsganoa,  with  Mghs 
uttered  fheso  words: 

"  In  Synods  hilherlo  we  lived  have, 
And  now  in  them,  relurn  unto  ihe  grave. 
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"The  other  seriously  meditating  on  the  controversy  of  tlie  Euuharist,  brake  forth  into 
these  words:  'lam  weary  with  disputing,'  Thus,if  iftese  might  be  judges,  we  ought  rather 
tofit-a^than  dispute,  and  study  to  live  ratiisi  thtm  contend.  And  perhaps  the  divines  of  eitiier 
part,  after  they  hiire  heen  wearied  and  brolce  in  their  spirits  with  daily  and  continual  oonton. 
tion,  will  more  readily  accept  of  the  'counsels  of  peace,'  which  hitherto  iiave  beenlcss  scoept- 
ablo,  while  the  sense  of  a?ig-er  iias  been  spurring 'of  them:  after  they  have  been  taught  by 
long  use,  they  may  prefer  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Soa,  before  those  of  Meribaii." 

"  Gratias  agitnus  Domino  Dureo,  cut  Josephi  Longe  terra  manque  a  fratribus 
Distantis,  jneminisse  Cordifuil:  Qui  nos  Misellos,  in  Cillicio,  Cillicio  autem  ipsi 
confidimua  Evangelico  Militantes,  favi  Auspicato  Nuncio  invisere  dignalus  est : 
Qui  Novam  Angliam,  quasi  parliculam  dliquam  FimbritB  Veslimenti  Aronici, 
unguento  priediviti  delibutam,  in  Album  Syncretismi  Longe  celeberrimi  adscribere 
non  adspernatur  :  Qui  porro  Litteris  ad  Syncretismum  horiaiorus,  suhnde  nohig 
Ansam  prabuit  Testimonium  hoc,  quale  quale,  perhibendi  Commvnioniit  nostras  fra- 
temce,  cum  universa  ColtoHe  Protestantium,jMem  Jesu  Ckristiprojitentium,  Ivgenue 
enimjatemur,  tranquilla  lam  quum  erani  Omnia,  nee  Signora  Minanlta  signts  ad- 
hue  nobis  conspiciehantur ;  quippe  quibtts,  Episcopis,  ilia  Tempestale  Rerum  Dom- 
inia,publico  Mirdsterio  Defungi,  needum  Sacrisfrui,  sine  Subscnptione  et  conform- 
itftte,  {ut  loqvi  solent)  ulque  adeo  Hamanarum  Adinventionum  in  Divinis  Commix- 
Hone,  mm  Liceret,  et  satius  visum  est,  vel  in  Longinquas,  et  IncuUas  Terrarvm 
Oras,  Cultus  purions  Ergo  coneessisse,  qmm  Oneri  Hierarchico,  cum  Rerum 
Omnium  Affiuentia,  Conscienliis  autem  Dispendio,  succubuisse.  At  patriamfitgi- 
endo,  nos  Ecclesiarum  Evangeliearum  C<mimunioni  Nuncium  misisse,  hoc  vera  est 
quodfdenler  et  Sancle  pemegamus." 

"Wegive  thanlis  to  Mr.  iJwry  into  whoso  heart  it  came  to  remember  Joseph  sejtarate  from 
lis  breiherea  at  so  great  a  distance  both  by  sea  and  land:  and  who  hath  vouchsafed  with  so 
comfortable  a  message  to  visit  us  poor  people,  cloiithcd  in  saekchUi,  for  our  warfare;  yet,  as 
we  trust,  the  sackchih  of  the  gospel:  who  hath  not  refused  to  put  New-England  as  part  of 
the  skirt  of 'Aaron's  garment,'  upon  which  hath  descended  some  of  the  'precious  oyl,'  into 
the  catalogue  of  the  so  much  famed  'agreement;'  and  who  hath  by  his  letter  exhorting  to 
such  agreement  ^ven  us  an  occasion  to  bring  in  this  testimony,  such  as  it  is,  for  our 'broth- 
erly communion' with  the  whole  company  of  Protestants  professing  the  faith  of  Chdst  Jesus, 
For  we  must  ingenuously  confess,  that  then,  when  all  things  were  quiet,  and  no  threatning 
.  signs  of  war  appeared,  seeing  we  could  not  be  permitted  by  the  Bishops  at  tliat  time  prevail, 
ing  to  perform  tiie  office  of  the  ministry  in  publick,  nor  yet  to  enjoy  the  holy  ordinances, 
without  subscription  and  conformity  (as  they,  were  wont  to  speak)  nor  without  the  mixture 
of 'humane  inventions'  with  'divine  institutions,'  we  chose  rather  to  depart  into  the  remote 
and  unknovra  parts  of  the  earth,  for  the  sake  of  a  purer  worMp,  than  to  ly  down  under  the 
Hierai'chy  in  the  lAundaace  of  all  things,  but  with  pre/«iJ!ice  of  conscience.  But  that  in  flying 
from  our  country,  we  should  renounce  communion  with  sueh  churches  as  profess  tho  gospel, 
is  a  thing  which  we  confidently  and  solemnly  deny," 

"  Quoseunque  apud  Catus,  per  Universum  Evangelicorum  chorum,  Fundamenta. 
lia  Dootrinse  et  Essentialia  Ordriiis,  Vigeant,  quamvis  in  plerisque  ControversiEe 
Theologicfe  Apicibus  nobiscum  juxta  minus  Sentiant,  illos  tamen  ad  unum  Omnes 
pro  Fratibua  agnoscimus,  Usque  catera  pacijicis,  et  Ordinate  incedentibus,  AEXIAS 
KOINtlNIAS  in  Domino  porrigere  paratissimos  nos  esse  kisce  palam/acimus." 

"In  whatever  assemblies  amongst  the  whole  company  of  those  that  profess  the  gospel, 
the  fundamentals  of  doctrine,  and  essentials  of  order,  are  maintained,  though  in  many  nice- 
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ties  of  controTevaial  divinity  they  are  nt  loss  agreement  with  us,  we  do  hereby  make  it  mnn. 
ifest,  that  we  do  acltnowledge  them  all  and  every  one  for  brethren,  ^nd  that  we  shall  be 
ready  to  ^ve  unto  them  the  right  hand  of  followaliip  in  the  Lord,  if  in  other  things  they  be 
peaceable,  and  walk  orderly." 

§  28.  This  was  our  Norton!  and  we  might  iiave  given  yet  a  fuller 
account  of  him,  if  we  could, have  seentbe-JJiajy,  .w.)lic]i.he  kept  of,  his 
^ih/  walk.  However,  he  was  well  known  to  be  a  great  example  of  holi- 
ness, watchfulness,  and  extraordinary  wisdom;  and  though  he  left  no  chil- 
dren, yet  he  has  a  hettsr  name  than  that  of  sons  and  of  daughters.  Moreover, 
there  was  one  considerable  part  of  ministerial  vmrk,  wherein  he  not  only 
went  beyond  most  of  his  age,  but  also  proved  a  leader  unto  ras,ny  followers. 
Though  the  -ministers  of  New-England  counted  it  unlawful  for  them, 
ordinarily,  to  perforin  their  ministerial  acts  of  solemn  and  publick  pray&r 
by  reading  or  using  any  "forms  of  prayer"  composed  by  oilier  persons  for 
them;  they  reckoned  "an  ability  to  express  the  case  of  a  congregation  in 
prayer,"  to  be  a  ministerial  gift,  which  our  Lord  forbids  his  ministers  to 
neglect;  they  supposed  that  a  minister  wbo  should  only  read  "forms  of 
sermons"  composed  for  him,  would  as  truly  discharge  the  duty  of  preach- 
ing, as  one  that  should  only  read  such  "forms  of  prayers,"  would  the 
duty  of  p-aying,  in  it:  they  could  not  find  that  any  humane  "forms  of 
prayers"  were  much  used  in  any  part  of  the  church,  until  about  ^^^wr 
hundred,  years  after  Christ,  nor  any  made  for  more  than  some  single  prov- 
ince, until  six  hundred  years;  nor  any  imposed  until  eight  hundred,  when 
all  manner  of  "ill-formed  things"  began  to  be  found  in  the  temple  of  God; 
nevertheless,  very  many  of  our  greatest  ministers,  in  our  more  early  times, 
did  not  use  to  expatiate  with  such  a  significant  and  admirable  variety  in 
their  prayers  before  their  sermons,  as  many  of  our  later  times  have  attained 
unto;  nor  indeed  then  did  they,  nor  still  do  we,  count  all  "forms  of  prayer" 
simply  unlawful..  But  the  more  general  improvemente  and  expressions 
of  "the  gift  of  prayer,"  in  our  ministers  have  since  been  the  matter  of 
observation;  and  particularly  Mr.  Norton  therein  was  truly  admirable  I 
It  even  transported  the  souls  of  his  hearers  to  accompany  him  in  bis 
devotions,  wherein  Ms  graces  would  make  wonderful  salleys  into  the  vast 
field  oi  entertainments,  and  acknowledgements,  with  which  we  are  furnished 
in  the  new-covenant,  for  o\i.T  prayei-s.  I  have  heard  of  a  godly  man  in  Ips- 
wich, who,  after  Mr.  Norton's  going  to  Boston,  would  ordinarily  travel  on 
foot  from  Ipswich  to  Boston,  which  is  about  thirty  miles,  for  nothing  but 
the  weekly  lecture  there ;  and  he  would  profess,  "  That  it  was  worth  a  great 
journey,  to  be  a  partaker  in  one  of  Mr,  Norton's  prayers.  This  pattern 
of  prayer  in  Mr.  Norton,  had  some  influence  upon  it,  that  since  his  time, 
our  ^u^ite  have  been  fuller  than  ever  of  "experimental  demonstrations," 
that  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  may  on  all  occasions  present  their  suppli- 
cations before  God,  in  the  discharge  of  their  ministry,  with  more  pertinent, 
more  aifecting,  more  expanded  enlargements,  than  any  form  could  afford 
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unto  them.  New-England  can  show,  even  young  TQinisters,  who  never  did 
in  all  things  repeat  one  prayer  twice  over,  in  that  part  of  their  ministry 
wherein  we  are  "first  of  all,  to  make  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions, 
and  thanksgivings;"  and  yet  sometimes,  for  much  more  than  an  hour 
together,  they  pour  out  their  souls  unto  the  Almighty  God  in  such  a  fer- 
vent, copious,  and  yet  proper  manner,  that  their  most  critical  auditora,  can 
complain  of  nothing  disagreeable,  but  profess  themselves  extreamly  edifyed. 
But  our  praying  Norton,  who,  while  he  was  among  us,  "prayed  with 
the  tongue  of  ajigels;"  is  now  gone  to  "praise  with  the  angels"  for  ever. 


JOHANNES   NORTONUS. 

QuUfueraU  Ultra  si  quaras. 


MEIHORIA  WIISONIA,  THE  LIFE   OF  MR,  JOHS  WILSON. 

§  1.  Such  is  the  natural  tendency  in  humane  minds  to  poetry,  that  as 
'tis  observed,  the  Boman  historian,  in  the  very  first  line  of  bis  history,  fell 
upon  a  verse, 

Urbsm  Romam,  In  Frincipio  Beges  So6uere;t 

So  the  Eoman  orator,  though  a  very  mean  poet,  yet  making  an  oration 
for  a  good  one,  could  not  let  his  first  sentence  pass  him,  without  a  perfect 
hexameter. 

In  Qua  me  non  Ivficior,  mediocriter  Esse.  X 

If,  therefore,  I  were  not  of  all  men  the  most  unpoetical,  my  reader  might 
now  expect  an  entertainment  altogether  in  verse;  for  I  am  going  to  write 
the  life  of  that  New-English  divine,  who  had  so  nimble  a  faculty  of  putting 
his  devout  thoughts  into  verse,  that  he  signalized  himself  by  the  greatest 
frequency,  perhaps,  that  ever  man  used,  of  sending  jioeww  to  all  persons,  in 
all  places,  on  all  occasions ;  and  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  greater  accounts, 
was  a  David  unto  the_^ocAs  of  our  Lord  in  the  wilderness: 
Quicquid  tetitalat  Dicere,  Versus  erat:^ 

Wherein,  if  the  curious  relished  the  piety  sometimes  rather  than  the 
poetry,  the  capacity  of  the  most,  therein  to  be  accommodated,  must  be  con- 
sidered. But  I  intend  no  further  account  of  this  matter  than  what  is  given 
by  his  worthy  son,  (reprinting  at  Boston  in  the  year  1680,  the  verses  of  his 
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fether  upon  his  famous  deliveranoea  of  tlie  Englisli  nation,  printed  at  Lon- 
don, as  long  ago  as  the  year  1626,)  whose  words  are,  "  What  volumes  hath 
he  penned,  for  the  help  of  others,  in  their  several  changes  of  condition  I 
How  was  his  heart  full  of  good  matter!  And  his  verses  past,  like  to  the 
handkerchiefs  carried  from  Paul  to  uphold  the  disconsolate,  and  heal  their 
wounded  soulsl"  For  indeed  this  is  the  least  thing  that  we  have  to 
relate  of  that  great  saint;  and,  accordingly,  it  is  under  a  more  considerahle 
character  that  I  must  now  exhibit  him,  even  as  a  father  to  the  infent 
colonies  of  New-England. 

§  2.  Mr.  John  Wilson,  descending  from  eminent  ancestors,  was  born  at 
Windsor  in  the  wonderful  year  1588,  the  third  son  of  Dr.  William  Wilson, 
a  prebend  of  St  Paul's,  of  Rochester  and  of  Windsor,  and  rector  of  Cliff: 
having  for  his  mother  a  neece  of  Dr.  Edmund  Grindale,  the  most  worthily 
renowned  Arch-Bishop  of  Canterbury.  His  exact  education  under  hig 
parents,  which  betimes  tinged  him  with  an  aversation  to  vice,  and,  above 
all,  to  the  very  shadow  of  a  lye,  fitted  him  to  undergo  the  further  educa- 
tion which  he  received  in  Eton  Colledge,  under  Udal  (and  Langley)  whom 
now  we  may  venture,  after  poor  Tom  Tusser,  to  call,  "  the  severest  of  men." 
Here  he  was  most  remarkably  delivered  twice  from  drowning;  but  at  his 
book  he  made  such  proficiency,  that  while  he  was  the  kast  boy  in  the 
school,  he  was  made  a  propositor;  and  when  the  Duke  of  Biron,  embas- 
sador from  the  French  King  Henry  IV.  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  visited  the 
school,  he  made  a  Latin  oration,  for  which  the  Duke  bestowed  three  angels 
upon  biin.  After  four  years'  continuance  at  Eton,  he  was  removed  unto 
Cambridge,  between  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  year  of  his  age;  and 
admitted  into  King's  Colledge  in  the  year  1602,  When  he  came  to  stand 
for  a  fellowship  in  that  Colledge,  his  antipathy  to  some  horrid  wickedness, 
whereto  a  detestable  wretch  that  had  been  accLuainted  with  him  would 
have  betrayed  him,  caused  that  malicious  wretch  by  devised  and  accursed 
slanders  to  ruin  so  far  the  reputation  of  this  chast  youth  with  the  other 
fellows,  that  had  not  the  Provost,  who  was  a  serious  and  a  reverend  person, 
interposed  for  him,  he  had  utterly  lost  his  priviledge;  which  now  by  the 
major  vote  he  obtained.  But  this  afSiction  put  him  upon  many  thoughts 
and  prayers  before  the  Lord. 

§  3.  He  had  hitherto  been,  according  to  his  good  education,  very  civilly 
and  soberly  disposed:  but  being  by  the  good  hand  of  Grod  led  unto  the 
ministry  of  snch  holy  men  as  Mr,  Bains,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Chaderton,  he 
was  by  their  sermons  enlightened,  and  awakened  unto  more  solicitous 
enquiries  after  "the  one  thing  yet  lacking  in  him."  The  serious  disposi- 
tions of  his  mind  were  now  such,  that  besides  his  pursuance  after  the 
works  of  repentance  in  him  self,  he  took  no  little  pains  to  pursue  it  in 
others;  especially  the  malefactors  in  the  prisons,  which  he  visited  with  a 
devout,  sedulous,  and  successful  industry.  Nevertheless,  being  forestalled 
with  prejudices  against  the  Puritans  of  those  times,  as  if  they  had  held  he 
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knew  not  well  what  odd  tilings,  he  declined  their  acquaintance;  although 
his  good  conversation  had  made  him  to  be  accounted  one  of  them  himself. 
Until  going  to  a  bookseller's  shop,  to  augment  his  well-furnished  library,  he 
lighted  upon  that  famous  book  of  Mr.  Richard  Rogers',  called,  "  Tlie  Seven 
Ih-eatises;"  which  when,  he  had  read,  he  so  affected,  not  only  the  matter, 
but  also  the  author  of  the  book,  that  he  took  a  journey  unto  Wethersfleld, 
on  purpose  to  hear  a  sermon  from  that  Boanerges.  When  he  had  heard 
the  heavenly  passages  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  that  worthy  man,  privately 
as  well  aa  publickly,  and  compared  therewithal  the  writings  of  Green- 
ham,  of  Dod,  and  of  Pent,  especially,  'TAe  Pathway  ia  Heaven.^''  written 
by  the  author  last  mentioned,  he  saw  that  they  who  were  nicknamed 
Puritans,  were  like  to  be  the  desirablest  companions  for  one  that  intended 
his  own  everlasting  happiness;  and  pursuant  unto  the  advice  which  he 
had  from  Dr.  Ames,  be  associated  himself  with  a  pious  company  in  the 
university;  who  kept  their  meetings  in  Mr.  Wilson's  chamber,  for  prayer, 
fasting,  holy  conference,  and  the  exercises  of  true  devotion. 

§  4.  But  now  perceiving  many  good  men  to  scruple  many  of  the  riles 
practised  and  imposed  in  the  Church  of  England,  he  furnished  himself 
with  all  the  books  that  he  could  find  written  on  the  case  of  conformity, 
both  pro  and  con,  and  pondered  with  a  most  conscientious  deliberation 
the  arguments  on  both  sides  produced.  He  was  hereby  so  convinced  of 
the  evil  in  conformity,  that  at  length,  for  his  observable  omission  of  cer- 
tain uninstituted  ceremonies  in  the  worship  of  God,  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
then  visiting  the  university,  pronounced  upon  him  the  sentence  of  Qidn- 
denum;  that  is,  that  besides  other  mortifications,  be  must  within  fifteen 
days  have  been  expelled,  if  he  continued  in  his  offence.  His  father  being 
hereof  advised,  with  all  paternal  affection,  wrote  unto  him  to  conform; 
and  at  the  same  time  interceded  with  the  Bishop,  that  he  might  have  a 
quarter  of  a  year  allowed  him;  in  which  time,  if  he  could  not  be  reduced, 
he  should  then  leave  his  fellowship  in  the  Colledge,  Hereupon  he  sent  him 
unto  several  Doctors  of  great  fame,  to  get  his  objections  resolved ;  but  when 
much  discourse  and  much  writing  had  passed  between  them,  he  was  rather 
the  more  confirmed  in  his  principles  about  church-reformation.  Wherefore 
his  father,  then  diverting  him  from  the  designs  of  the  ministry,  disposed 
him  to  the  inTis  of  court;  where  he  fell  into  acquaintance  with  some  young 
gentlemen,  who  associated  with  him  in  constant  exercises  of  devotion: 
to  which  meetings  the  repeated  sermons  of  Dr.  Gouge  were  a  continual 
entertainment:  and  here  it  was  that  he  came  into  the  advantageous  knowl- 
edge of  the  learned  Scultetus,  chaplain  to  the  Prince  Palatine  of  the  Rhine, 
then  making  some  stay  in  England. 

I  5.  When  he  had  continued  three  years  at  the  inns  of  court,  his  father 
discerning  his  disposition  to  be  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  permitted  his 
proceeding  Master  of  Arts,  in  the  university  of  Cambridge:  but  advised 
him  to  address  another  colledge  than  that  where  he  had  formerly  met  with 
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difficulties.  Dr.  Carey,  who  was  tlien  Vice-clianeellor,  understanding  his 
former  circumstaaces,  would  not  admit  him  without  suhscript-ion ;  but  he 
refused  to  subscribe.  la  this  distress  he  repaired  unto  his  father,  at  whose 
house  there  happened  then  to  be  present  the  Countess  of  Bedford's  chief 
gentleman,  who  had  business  with  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  university.  And  this  noble  person,  upon  the  information  which 
that  gentleman  gave  him  of  the  matter,  presently  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Vice-chancellor,  on  the  behalf  of  our  young  "Wilson;  whereupon  he 
received  his  degree,  and  continued  a  while  after  this  in  Emanuel-Oolledge ; 
from  whence  he  made  frequent  and  useful  visits  unto  his  friends  in  the 
counties  adjoining,  and  became  further  fitted  for  his  intended  service.  But 
whde  he  was  passing  under  these  changes,  he  toot  up  a  resolution  which 
lie  thus  expressed  before  the  Lord:  "That  if  the  Lord  would  grant  him  a 
liberty  of  conscience,  with  purity  of  worship,  he  would  he  content,  yea, 
thankful,  though  it  were  at  the  furthermost  end  of  the  world."  A  most 
prophetical  resolution  1 

I  6.  At  length,  preaching  his  first  sermon  at  Newport,  "he  set  his  hand 
unto  that  plough,  from  whence  he  never  afterwards  looked  back:"  not 
very  long  after  which,  his  father  lying  on  his  death-bed,  he  kneeled,  in 
his  turn,  before  him  for  his  Uessing,  and  brought  with  him  for  a  share  in 
that  blessing,  the  vertuous  young  gentlewoman,  the  daughter  of  the  Lady 
Mansfield,  (widow  of  Sir  John  Mansfield,  master  of  the  Minories,  and  the 
Queen's  surveyor)  whom  he  designed  afterwards  to  marry:  whereupon 
the  old  gentleman  said,  "Ah,  John,  I  have  taken  much  care  about  thee, 
such  time  as  thou  wast  in  the  university,  because  thou  wouldest  not  con- 
form; I  would  fain  have  brought  thee  to  some  higher  preferment  than 
thou  hast  yet  attained  unto:  I  see  thy  conscience  is  very  scrupulous,  con- 
cerning some  things  that  have  been  observed  and  imposed  in  the  Church: 
nevertheless,  I  have  rejoiced  to  see  the  grace  and  fear  of  God  in  thy  heart; 
andseeingthouhast  kept  a  good  conscience  hitherto,  and  walked  according 
to  thy  light,  so  do  still;  and  go  by  the  rules  of  God's  holy  word:  the 
Lord  bless  thee,  and  her  whom  thou  hast  chosen  to  be  the  companion  of 
thy  iifel"— Among  other  places  where  he  now  preached,  Moreclake  was 
one;  where  hia  non-conformity  exposed  him  to  the  rage  of  persecution; 
but  by  the  friendship  of  the  Justice — namely.  Sir  William  Bird,  a  kins- 
man of  his  wife — and  by  a  mistake  of  the  informers,  the  rage  of  that 
storm  was  moderated, 

§  7.  After  this  he  lived  as  a  chaplain  successively  in  honourable  and 
religious  famili^;  and  at  last  was  invited  unto  the  house  of  the  most  pious 
Lady  Scudamore.  Here  Mr.  "Wilson  observing  the  discourse  of  the  gentry 
at  the  table,  on  the  Lord's  day,  to  be  too  disagreeable  unto  the  devout 
frame  to  be  maintained  on  such  a  day,  at  length  he  zealously  stood  up  at 
the  table,  with  words  to  this  purpose:  "I  will  make  bold  to  speak  a  word 
or  two:  this  is  the  Lord's  holy  day,  and  we  have  been  hearing  his  word, 
Vol.  L— 20  (  -  I 
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and  after  the  word  preached,  every  one  should  think,  and  speak  about 
such  things  as  have  been  delivered  in  the  name  of  God,  and  not  lavish 
out  the  time  in  discoursea  about  hawks  and  hounds,"  Whereupon  a  gentle- 
man then  present  made  this  handsome  and  civil  answer:  "Sir,  we  deserve 
all  of  ua  to  be  thus  reproved  by  you;  this  is  indeed  the  Sabbath-day,  and 
we  should  surely  have  better  discourse:  I  hope  it  will  be  a  warning  to 
US."  Notwithstanding  this,  the  next  Lord's  day,  the  gentry  at  the  table 
were  at  theiv  old  notes ;  which  caused  Mr.  Wilson  again  to  tell  them,  "That 
the  hawks  which  they  talked  of,  were  the  birds  that  picked  up  the  seed 
of  the  word,  after  the  sowing  of  it;"  and  prayed  them,  "That  their  talk 
might  be  of  such  things  as  might  sanctiiie  the  day,  and  edifle  their  own 
souls;"  which  caused  the  former  gentleman  to  renew  his  former  thankful- 
ness for  the  admonition.  But  Mr.  Leigh,  the  lady's  husband,  was  very 
angry;  whereof  when  the  lady  advised  Mr.  Wilson,  wishing  him  to  say 
something  that  might  satisfie  him,  he  replied,  "Good  madam,  I  know  not 
wherein  I  have  given  any  just  offence;  and  therefore  I  know  of  no  satis- 
faction that  I  owe:  your  ladyship  has  invited  me  to  preach  the  good  word 
of  God  among  you;  and  so  I  have  endeavoured  according  to  my 
ability:  now  such  discourse  as  this,  on  the  Lord's  day,  is  profane  and 
disorderly:  if  your  husband  like  me  not,  I  will  ho  gone."  When  the 
lady  informed  her  husband  how  peremptory  Mr.  Wilson  was  in  this 
matter,  he  mended  his  countenance  and  carriage;  and  the  effect  of 
this  reproof  was,  that  unsuitable  discourse,  on  the  Lord's  day,  was  cured 
among  them, 

§  8.  Removing  from  this  family,  after  he  had  been  a  while  at  Henly, 
he  continued,  for  three  years  together,  preaching  at  four  places  by  turns, 
which  lay  near  one  another,  on  the  edges  of  Suffolk — namely,  Bumsted, 
Stoke,  Clare,  and  Candish.  Here  some  of  Sudbury  happening  to  hear 
him,  they  invited  him  to  succeed  the  eminent  old  Mr.  Jenkins,  with  which 
invitation  he  cheerfully  complied,  and  the  more  cheerfully  because  of  hia 
opportunity  to  he  near  old  Mr.  Eichard  Rogers,  from  whom  afterwards, 
when  dying,  he  received  a  blessing  among  his  children;  yea,  to  encourage 
his  acceptance  of  this  place,  the  very  reader  of  the  pariah  did  subscribe, 
with  many  scores  of  others,  their  desires  of  it;  and  yet  he  accepted  not 
the  pastoral  charge  of  the  place,  without  a  solemn  day  of  prayer  with 
festing,  (wherein  the  neighbouring  ministers  assisted)  at  hia  election:  great 
notice  was  now  taken  of  the  success  which  God  gave  unto  his  labours  in 
this  famous  town;  among  other  instances  whereof,  one  was  this:  a  trades- 
man much  given  to  stealing,  as  well  as  other  profane  and  vicious  practices, 
one  day  seeing  people  flock  to  Mr,  Wilson's  lecture,  thought  with  hunaelf, 
"Why  should  I  tarry  at  home  to  work,  when  so  many  go  to  hear  a  ser- 
mon?" Wherefore,  for  the  sake  of  company,  he  went  unto  the  lecture 
too;-  but  when  became,  he  found  asernion,  aa  it  were,  particularly  directed 
unto  himself,  on  Eph,  iv.  28:  "Let  him  that  hath  stole,  steal  no  more;" 
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and  such  was  the  impression  thereof  upon  his  heart,  that  from  this  time 
he  became  a  changed  and  pious  man. 

I  9,  But  if  "they  that  will  live  godlily,  must  suffer  persecution,"  a 
peculiar  share  of  it  must  fall  upon  them  who  are  zealous  and  useful  instru- 
ments to  make  others  live  so.  Mr,  Wilson  bad  a  share  of  this  persecution; 
and  one  A — n,  was  a  principal  author  of  it.  This  A— n  had  formerly 
been  an  apprentice  in  London,  where  the  Bishops  detained  him  some  years, 
tinder  an  hard  imprisonment,  because  he  refused  the  oath  ex  qffldo,  which 
was  pressed  upon  him,  to  tell  "Whether  he  had  never  heard  his  master 
pray  against  the  Bishop?" 

The  charity  of  well-disposed  people  now  supported  him,  till  he  got 
abroad,  recommended  by  his  hard  sufferings,  unto  the  good  affections  of 
the  Puritans,  at  whose  meetings  he  became  so  conversant,  and  thereupon 
such  a  forward  and  zealous  professor,  that  at  length  he  took  upon  him, 
under  the  confidence  of  some  Latinity,  whereof  he  was  owner,  to  be  a  sort 
of  preacher  among  them  This  man  would  reverence  Mr.  Wilson  as  his 
father,  and  yet  upon  the  provocation  of  seeing  Mr.  Wilson  more  highly 
valued  and  honoured  than  himself,  he  not  only  became  a  conformist  him- 
sellj  but  also,  as  apostates  use  to  be,  a  malignant  and  violent  persecutor 
of  those  from  whom  he  had  apostatized  By  his  means  Mr,  Wilson  was 
put  into  trouble  in  the  Einhop'a  couits,  fiom  whence  his  deliverance  was 
at  length  obtained  by  certain  powerful  mediators.  And  once  by  his  tricks, 
the  most  noted  pursivant  of  those  times  was  employed  for  the  seizing  of 
Mr.  Wilson ;  but  though  he  seized  upon  many  scores  of  the  people  coming 
from  the  lecture,  he  dismissed  the  rest,  because  he  could  not  meet  with 
Mr.  Wilson  himself,  who  by  a  special  providence  went  out  of  his  direct 
way,  to  visit  a  worthy  neighbour,  and  so  escaped  this  mighty  hunter. 

Afterwards  an  eminent  lady,  happening  innocently  to  maltc  some  com- 
parisons between  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Wilson  and  one  Dr.  B.  of  B.,  the 
angry  Doctor  presently  applied  himself  unto  the  Bishop  of  London,  who 
for  a  while  suspended  him.  And  when  that  storm  was  over,  he,  with  sev- 
eral other  worthy  ministers,  came  to  be  wholly  silenced  in  another,  that 
was  raised  upon  complaints  made  by  one  Mr.  Bird,  unto  the  Bishop  of 
Norwich  against  them.  Concerning  this  ill  Bird,  there  happened  one  pas- 
sage hereupon,  which  had  in  it  something  extraordinary.  Falling  very 
sick,  he  had  the  help  of  a  famous  and  skilful  physician,  one  Dr.  Duke  of 
Colchester;  who  having  left  his  patient,  in  his  opinion,  safely  recovered, 
gave  Mr.  Wilson  a  visit,  with  an  account  of  it.  "Recovered!"  says  Mr. 
Wilson;  "you  are  mistaken  Mr.  Doctor;  he's  a  dead  man!"  The  Doctor 
answered,  "If  ever  I  recovered  a  sick  man  in  my  life,  that  man  is  recov- 
ered." But  Mr.  Wilson  replied,  "No,  Mr.  Doctor,  he's  a  dead  man;  he 
shall  not  live:  mark  my  words!"  The  doctor  smiled;  but  for  all  that, 
before  they  parted,  the  news  was  brought  them  that  the  man  was  dead 
indeed,  and  "the  Lord  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executed." — 
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But  at  last  Mr.  Wilson  obtained  from  the  truly  noble  Earl  of  Wafwiok, 
to  sign  a  letter,  which  the  Earl  bid  himself  to  draw  up,  unto  the  Bishop, 
on  his  behalf;  by  the  operation  of  which  letter,  his  liberty  for  the  exercise 
of  his  ministry  was  again  procured.  This  Bishop  was  the  well-known 
Dr.  Harsnet,  who  a  little  while  after  this,  travelling  northward,  ujjori 
designs  of  mischief  against  the  reforming  pastors  and  Christians  there,  cer- 
tain ministers  of  the  south  set  apart  a  day  for  solemn  fasting  and  prayer, 
to  implore  the  help  of  Heaven  against  those  designs;  and  on  that  very 
day  he  was  taken  with  a  sore  and  an  odd  fit,  which  caused  him  to  stop  at 
a  blind  house  of  entertainment  on  the  road,  where  he  suddenly  died. 

1 10,  At  last,  "being  persecuted  in  one  country,  he  must  flee  into 
another."  The  plantation  of  a  New-English  colony  was  begun ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  with  some  of  his  neighbours,  embarked  themselves  in  the  fleet, 
which  came  over  thither  ia  the  year  1630,  where  he  applied  himself  with 
all  the  vigour  imaginable,  to  encourage  the  poor  people,  nuder  the  diffi- 
culties of  their  new  plantation.  This  good  people  buried  near  two  hundred 
of  their  number,  within  a  quarter  of  a  year  after  their  first  landing ;  which 
caused  Mr.  Wilson  particularly  to  endeavour  their  consolation,  by  preach- 
ing on  Jacob's  not  being  disheartned  by  the  death  of  his  nearest  friends 
ia  the  way,  when  God  had  called  him  to  remove.  And  how  remarkably, 
perhaps  I  might  say,  excessivdy  liberal  he  was,  in  employing  his  estate  for 
the  relief  of  the  needy,  every  such  one  so  beheld  him,  as  to  reckon  bim 
"the  fether  of  them  all:"  yea,  the  poor  Indians  themselves  also  tasted  of 
his  hounty.  If  it  were  celebrated,  as  the  glory  of  Bellarmine,  that  he  would 
sell  his  goods,  to  convert  them  into  alms  for  the  poor;  yea,  that  Quadam 
die  proprium  Atramentartum  Argenteolum,  ut  ditaret  Jnopes,  inter  figniyra 
ohligavit:*  our  Mr.  Wilson,  though  a  greater  disclaimer  of  merit  than  Bel- 
larmine was,  not  only  in  his  writings,  but  on  his  death-bed  it  self,  yet  came 
not  behind  Bellarmine  for  the  extension  of  his  charity.  To  give  instances 
of  his,  even  over-doing  liberality,  would  be  to  do  it  injuries;  for  indeed 
they  were  innumerable:  he  acted  as  if  the  primitive  agreement  of  having 
"all  things  in  common,"  had  been  of  all  things  the  most  agreeable  unto 
him.  I  shall  sum  up  all,  in  the  lines  of  an  elegant  elegy,  which  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Bache,  an  ingenious  merchant,  made  upon  him,  at  his  death: 

,  Chrlsl,  and  ealnls,  sccepl,  bnl  Wilson  tent  It. 
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Was  CbrlsllM  loo,  all 


But  he  was  most  set  upon  the  main  business  of  this  new. plantation: 
which  was,  "to  settle'  and  enjoy  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  worship 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  according  to  his  own  institutions;"  and  accordingly. 
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he,  with  the  goveriiour,  and  others  that  came  with  him  on  the  same  account 
combined  into  a  church-state,  with  all  convenient  expedition. 

§  11.  Mr.  Wilson's  removal  to  New-England  was  rendred  the  more 
difficult,  by  the  indisposition  of  his  dearest  consort  thereunto;  but  he 
hoping,  that  according  to  a  dream  which  he  had  before  his  coming  hither, 
"That  he  saw  here  a  little  temple  rising  out  of  the  ground,  which  by 
degrees  increased  into  a  very  high  and  large  dimensions,"  the  Lord  had  a 
temple  to  build  in  these  regions;  resolved  never  to  be  discouraged  from 
his  undertaking.  Wherefore  having  first  sent  over  an  encouraging  account 
of  the  good  order,  both  civil  and  sacred,  which  now  began  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  plantation,  he  did  himself  return  into  England,  that  he  might 
further  pursue  the  effect  thereof:  and  accordingly  he  made  it  his  business, 
where-ever  he  came,  to  draw  as  many  good  men  as  be  could  into  this 
country  with  him.  His  wife  remained  unperswadable,  till  upon  prayer 
with  fasting  before  the  Almighty  turner  of  hearts,  he  received  an  answer, 
in  her  becoming  willing  to  accompany  him  over  an  ocean  into  a  wilderness. 
A  very  sorrowful  parting  they  now  had  from  their  old  friends  in  Sndbury, 
but  a  safe  and  quick  passage  over  the  Atlantick ;  and  whereas  the  church 
of  Boston,  observing  that  he  arrived  not  at  the  time  expected,  had  set 
apart  a  day  of  humiliation  on  his  behalf  his  joyful  arrival  before  the  day 
caused  them  to  turn  it  into  a  day  of  Hianksgiving.  But  Mrs.  Wilson  being 
thus  perswaded  over  into  the  difficulties  of  an  America^  desart,  I  have 
heard  that  her  kinsman,  old  Mr.  Dod,  for  her  consolation  under tlibse  dif- 
ficulties, did  send  her  a  present  with  an  advice,  which  he  had  in  it,  some- 
thing of  curiosity.  He  sent  her,  at  the  same  time,  a  brass  counter,  a  silver 
crovm,  and  a  gold  jacobus;  all  of  them  severally  wrapped  up;  with  this 
instruction  unto  the  gentleman  who  carried  it:  that  he  should  first  of  all 
deliver  only  the  counter,  and  if  she  received  it  with  any  shew  of  discontent, 
he  should  then  take  no  further  notice  of  her ;  but  if  she  gratefully  resented 
that  small  thing,  for  the  sake  of  the  hand  it  came  from,  he  should  then  go 
on  to  deliver  the  silver,  and  so  the  gold:  but  withal  assume  her,  "  That  such 
would  be  the  dispensations  of  God  unto  her,  and  the  other  good  people 
of  New-England:  if  they  would  be  content  and  thankful  with  such  little 
things  as  God  at  first  bestowed  upon  them,  they  should,  in  time  have  silver 
and  gold  enough.  Mrs.  Wilson  accordingly,  by  her  cheerful  entertainment 
of  the  least  remembrance  from  good  old  Mr,  Dod,  gave  the  gentleman 
occasion  to  go  through  with  his  whole  present,  and  the  annexed  advice ; 
which  hath  in  a  good  measure  been  accomplished, 

§  12.  It  was  not  long  before  Mr,  Wilson's  return  to  England  once  more 
was  obliged  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  whose  will,  because  it  bequeathed 
a  legacy  of  a  thousand  pounds  unto  New-England,  gave  satisfaction  unto 
our  Mr.  Wilson,  though  it  was  otherwise  injurious  unto  himself.  A 
tedious  and  winter-voyage  he  now  had;  being  twice  forced  into  Ireland, 
where  first  at  Galloway,  then  at  Kingsale,  afterwards  at  Bandon-Bridge, 
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he  occasionally,  but  vigorously  and  succesafiilly,  served  the  kiagdom  of 
God.  At  last  he  got  safe  among  his  old  friends  at  Sudbury;  according  to 
the  prediction  which  he  bad  let  fall  in  his  former  farewel  unto  them:  "It 
may  be  John  Wilson  may  come  and  see  Sudbury  once  again."  From 
whence,  visiting  Mr,  Nathanacl  Rogers  at  Assington,  where  he  arrived 
before  their  morning  prayers;  Mr.  Bogera  asked  him  to  say  something 
upon  the  chapter  that  was  read,  which  happened  then  to  be  the  first  chapter 
in  the  first  book  of  Chronicles ;  and  from  a  paragraph  of  meer  proper  names, 
that  seemed  altogether  barren  of  any  edifying  matter,  he  raised  so  many 
fruitful  and  useful  notes,  that  a  pious  person  then  present,  amazed  thereat, 
could  have  no  rest  without  going  over  into  America  after  him.  Having 
dispatched  his  affairs  in  England,  he  again  embarked  for  New-England,  in 
company  with  four  ministers  and  near  two  hundred  passengers,  whereof 
some  were  persons  of  considerable  quality :  but  they  had  all  been  lost  by 
a  large  leak  sprang  in  the  ship,' if  God  had  not,  on  a  day  of  solemn  fasting 
and  prayer,  kept  on  board  for  that  purpose,  mercifully  discovered  this 
dangerous  leak  unto  them. 

§  13.  That  Phceiiix  of  his  age.  Dr.  Ames,  would  say,  "That  if  he  might 
have  his  option  of  the  best  condition  that  he  could  propound  ulito  him- 
self on  this  side  heaven,  it  would  be,  that  he  might  be  the  teacher  of  a 
congregational  church,  whereof  Mr,  Wilson  should  be  the  pastor,"  This 
happiness,  this  priviledge,  now  had  Mr.  Cotton  in  the  church  of  Boston. 
But  Satan,  envious  at  the  prosperity  of  that  flourishing  church,  raised  a 
storm  of  Antinomian,  and  Familiatieal  errors,  which  had  like  to  have 
thrown  all  into  an  irrecoverable  confusion,  if  the  good  God  had  not 
remarkably  blessed  the  endeavours  of  a  Synod;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  for  a 
while,  met  with  hard  measure  for  his  early  opposition  to  those  errors, 
until,  by  the  help  of  that  Synod,  the  storm  was  weathered  out.  At  the 
beginning  of  that  assembly,  after  much  discourse  against  the  unscriptural 
enSiusiasms,  and  revelations,  then  by  some  contended  for,  Mr,  Wilson  pro- 
posed, "You  that  are  against  these  things,  and  that  are  for  the  spirit  and 
the  word  together,  hold  up  your  hands  I"  And  the  multitude  of  hands 
then  held  up,  was  a  comfortable  and  encouraging  introduction  unto  the 
other  proceedings.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  assemhly,  a  catalogue  of  the 
en-ors  to  he  condemned  was  produced;  whereof  when  one  asked,  "What 
shall  be  done  with  them?"  the  wonted  zeal  of  Mr,  Wilson  made  this 
blunt  answer,  "Let  them  go  to  the  devil  of  hell,  from  whence  they  came." 

In  the  midst  of  these  temptations  also,  he  was  by  a  lot  chosen  to  accom- 
pany the  forces,  then  sent  forth  upon  an  expedition  against  the  Pequod 
Indians;  which  he  did  with  so  much  faith  and  joy,  that  he  professed  him- 
self "as  fully  satisfied  that  God  would  give  the  English  a  victory  over 
those  enemies,  as  if  he  had  seen  the  victory  already  obtained."  And  the 
whole  country  quickly  shared  with  him  in  the  consolations  of  that  remark- 
able victory. 
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§  14.  In  the  wilderness  lie  met  witli  his  difficulties;  for  besides  tlie  loss 
of  houses,  divers  times  \ij  fire,  which  yet  he  bore  with  such  a  cheerful  sub- 
mission, that  once  one  that  met  him  on  the  road,  informing  of  him,  "  Sir, 
Ihave  sad  news  for  you;  while  you  have  been  abroad,  your  house  is  burnt;" 
his  first  answer  was,  "Blessed  be  God:  he  has  burnt  this  house,  because 
he  intends  to  give  me  a  better."    (Which  accordingly  came  to  pass.) 

He  was  also  put  upon  complying  with  the  inclinations  of  his  eldest  son 
to  travel;  who  accordingly  travelled,  first  into  Holland,  then  into  Italy, 
where  he  proceeded  a  doctor  of  physick,  and  so  returned  into  England, 
excellently  well  adorned  with  all  the  accomplishments  of  a  most  pious 
and  useful  gentleman.  But  this  worthy  person  died  about  the  year  1658. 
And  this  hastned  the  death  of  his  mother,  ere  the  year  came  about ;  which 
more  than  doubled  the  grief  of  his  father.  And  these  afflictions  were  yet 
further  embittered  by  the  death  of  his  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Sogers,  in 
child-bed  with  her  first  child;  at  whose  interment,  though  he  could  not 
but  express  a  deal  of  sorrow,  yet  he  did  it  with  so  much  patience,  that  "In 
token,"  he  said,  "of  his  grounded  and  joyful  hopes,  to  meet  her  again  in 
the  morning  of  the  resurrection,  and  of  his  willingness  to  resign  her  into 
the  hands  of  him  who  would  make  all  things  work  together  for  good," 
he  himself  took  the  spade,  and  threw  in  the  first  shovelful  of  earth  upon 
her.  And  not  long  after,  he  buried  three  or  four  of  his  grand  children  by 
another  daughter,  Mrs.  Danforth  (yet  living  with  her  worthy  son-in-law, 
Edward  Bromfield,  Es^'.iQ  Boston)  whereof  one  lying  by  the  walls,  on  a 
day  of  publick  thanksgiving,  this  holy  man  then  preached  a  most  savoury 
sermon  on  Job  i.  21 :  "  The  Lord  hath  given,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
away :  blessed  be  the  came  of  the  Lord."  The  next  child,  although  sa 
weakly  that  all  despaired  of  its  life,  his  prophetical  grand-father  sait^ 
"Call  him  John;  I  believe  in  God,  he  shall  live,  and  be  a  prophet  taip, 
and  do  God  service  in  his  generation!"  which  is,  at  this  day,  fuliilledl  in 
Mr.  John  Danforth,  the  present  pastor  to  the  church  of  Dorchester.  En- 
countring  with  such,  and  many  other  exercises,  his  years  rolled  awi^,  tiU 
he  had  served  New-England,  three  years  before  Mf.  Cotton's  coming  OKCr, 
twenty  years  with  him;  ten  years  with  Mr.  Norton,  s.n.Afour  years  afteahim. 

§  15.  In  his  younger  time,  he  had  been  used  unto  a  more  meiHodical. 
way  of  preaching,  and  was  therefore  admired  above  many,  by  no.  less. 
auditoi-s  than  Dr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Burroughs,  and  Mr.  Bridge,  wieui  liiey 
travelled  from  Cambridge  into  Essex,  on  purpose  to  observe  the  mini&ters, 
in  that  county;  but  after  he  became  apasto?-,joined  with  such  illuminating 
teacliers,  lie  gave  himself  a  liberty  to  preach  more  after  the  primitive  man- 
ner; without  any  Ai&'&iKt  propositions,  but  chiefly  in  ex^iortaUons.  and,  adhO'- 
fdtions,  and  good  wholesome  councils,  tending  to  excite  good  laoJiions.  m 
the  minds  of  his  hearers;  (but  upon  the  same  texts  that  were  cbctrinaUy 
handled  by  his  colleague  instantly  before:)  and  yet  sometimes  fcispastosal 
discourses  had  such  a  spirit  in  them,  that  Mr.  Shephard  would  say,  "-Me- 
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ihinks  I  hear  an  apostle,  when  I  hear  this  man :"  yea,  even  one  of  hia 
ex-lempore  sermons  has  been  since  hia  death  counted  worthy  to  be  publbhed 
unto  the  world.  The  great  lecture  of  Boston,  being  disappointed  of  him 
that  should  have  preached  it,  Mr,  Wilson  preached  that  lecture  on  a  text 
occurring  in  the  chapter  that  had  been  read  that  morning  in  his  family, 
Jer.  xxix,  8:  "Neither  hearken  to  your  dreams,  which  you  cause  to  be 
dreamed ;"  from  whence  he  gave  a  seasonable  warning  unto  t^e  people 
against  the  dreams,  wherewith  sundry  sorts  of  opinionists  have  been 
endeavouring  to  seduce  them.  It  was  the  last  Boston  lecture  that  ever  he 
preached,  (November  16, 1665,)  and  one  who  writ  after  him,  in  short  hand, 
about  a  dozen  years  after  published  it.  But  his  last  sermon  he  preached 
at  Eoxbury  lecture,  for  his  most  worthy  son-in-law  Mr.  Danforth ;  and 
after  he  had  read  hia  text,  which  was  in  the  beginnings  and  conclusions  of 
sundry  of  the  last  psalms,  with  a  seraphieal  voice,  he  added,  "If  I  were 
sure  this  were  the  last  sermon  that  ever  I  should  preach,  and  these  the 
last  words  that  ever  I  should  speak,  yet  I  would  still  say,  Hallelujali,  Hal- 
hlujali!  praise  ye  Hie  Lord!"  Thus  he  ended  his  ministry  on  earth,  thug 
he  hegan  his  possession  of  heaven  with  Hallelujahs, 

§  16.  Indeed,  if  the  picture  of  this  good,  and  therein  great  man,  were  to 
be  exactly  given,  great  zeal,  with  great  love,  would  be  the  two  principal 
strokes  that,  joined  with  orthodoxy,  should  make  up  his  pourtraiture.  He 
had  the  zeal  of  a  Phineas,  I  had  almost  said  of  a  seraphim,  in  testifying 
against  every  thing  that  he  thought  offensive  unto  God.  The  opinionists, 
which  attempted  at  any  time  to  debase  the  Scripture,  or  confound  the 
order,  embraced  in  our  churches,  underwent  the  most  pungent  animadver- 
sions of  this  his  devout  zeal;  whence,  when  a  certain  assembly  of  people, 
which  he  approved  not,  had  set  up  in  Boston,  he  charged  all  his  family 
that  they  should  never  dare  so  much  as  once  to  enter  into  that  assembly ; 
"I  charge  you,"  said  he,  "that  you  do  not  once  go  to  hear  them;  for 
whatsoever  they  may  pretend,  they  will  rob  you  of  ordinances,  rob  you 
of  your  soula,  rob  you  of  your  God."  But  though  he  were  thus  like  John, 
a  Son  of  Thunder  against  seducers,  yet  he  was  like  that  blessed  and  beloved 
apostle  also,  all  made  up  of  love.  He  was  full  of  affection,  and  ready  to 
help  and  relieve  and  comfort  the  distressed;  his  house  was  renowned  for 
hospitality,  and  his  purse  was  continually  emptying  it  self  into  the  handa 
of  the  needy:  from  which  disposition  of  love  in  him,  there  once  happened 
this  passage;  when  he  was  beholding  a  great  muster  of  soldiers,  a  gentle- 
man then  present  said  unto  him,  "Sir,  I'll  tell  you  a  great  thing;  here's  a 
mighty  body  of  people,  and  there,  is  not  seven  of  them  all  but  what  loves 
Mr.  Wilson ;"  but  that  gracious  man  presently  and  pleasantly  replied,  "  Sir, 
I'll  tell  yoti  as  good  a  thing  as  that:  here's  a  mighty  body  of  people,  and 
there  is  not  so  much  as  one  of  them  all  but  Mr.  Wilson  loves  him."  Thus 
he  did,  by  his  own  example,  notably  preach  that  lesson  which  a  gentle- 
man found  in  the  anagram,  of  his  name,  Wish  no  one  ill:  and  thus  did  he 
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eontinue,  to  do  every  one  good,  until  Ms  death  gave  the  same  gentleman 
occasion  thus  to  elegize  upon  him : 

Now  may  celestial  apiriis  sing  yet  higher, 
Since  one  mere 'a  added  to  their  sacred  quire; 
Wilsoa  the  holy,  whose  good  name  doth  still. 
In  language  sweet,  bid  us  [Wish  no  ill,} 

§  17.  He  was  one  that,  consulting  not  only  his  own  edification,  but  the 
encouragement  of  the  ministry,  and  of  religion,  with  an  indefatigable  dili- 
gence visited  the  congregations  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  at  their  weekly 
lectures,  until  the  weaknesses  of  old  age  rendered  him  uncapable.  And 
it  was  a  delightful  thing  then  to  see,  upon  every  recurring  opportunity,  a 
large  company  of  Christians,  and  even  magisiraies  and  ministers  among 
them,  and  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  head  of  them,  visiting  the  lectures  in  all  the 
vicinage,  with  such  heavenly  (discourses  on  the  road,  as  caused  the  hearts 
of  the  disciples  to  bum  within  them:  and  indeed  it  was  remarked,  that 
though  the  Christiana  then  spent  less  time  in  the  shop,  or  JieM,  than  they 
do  now,  yet  they  did  in  botli  prosper  more.  But  for  Mr.  Wilson,  I  am 
saying,  that  a  Jecture  was  a  treasure  unto  him ;  he  prized  it,  he  sought  it, 
until  old  age  at  length  brought  with  it  a  McAwess,  which  a  long  while  con- 
fined him.  In  this  illness  he  took  a  solemn  farewel  of  the  ministers,  who 
had  their  weekly  meetings  at  his  hospitable  house,  and  were  now  come 
together  from  all  parts,  at  the  anniversary  eleeiion  for  the  government  of 
the  colony.  They  asked  him  to  declare  solemnly  what  he  thought  might 
he  the  sins  which  provoked  the  displeasure  of  God  against  the  country. 
Whereto  his  answer  was,  "I  have  long  feared  several  sins;"  whereof,  one, 
he  said,  was  Gorahism;  "That  is,  when  people  rise  up  as  Corah  against 
their  ministers,  as  if  they  took  too  much  upon  them,  when  indeed  they  do 
but  rule  for  Christ,  and  according  to  Christ ;  yet  it  is  nothing  for  a  brother 
to  stand  up  and  oppose,  without  Scripture  or  reason,  the  word  of  an  elder, 
saying  [T  am  not  satisfied  I]  and  hence,  if  he  do  not  like  the  administration, 
(be  it  baptism  or  the  like,)  he  will  turn  his  back  upon  God  and  bis  ordi- 
nances, and  go  away.  And  for  our  neglect  of  baptising  the  children  of 
the  church,  those  that  some  call  grand-children,  I  think  God  is  provoked 
by  it.  Another  sin  (said  he)  I  take  to  be  the  making  light  of,  and  not 
subjecting  to  the  authority  of  Synods,  without  which  the  churches  cannot 
long  subsist." 

§  18.  Afterwards,  having  solemnly  with  prayer,  and  particularly  and 
very  prophetically  blessed  his  relations  and  attendants,  he  now  thus  com- 
forted himself,  "  I  shall  ere  long  be  with  my  old  friends.  Dr.  Preston,  Dr. 
Sibs,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Gouge,  Dr.  Ames,  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Norton,  my  Inns 
of  Court  friends,  and  my  consort,  children,  grand- children  in  the  Idngdom 
of  God,"  And  when  some  then  present  magnified  God,  for  making  him 
a  man  of  such  use,  and  lamented  themselves  in  their  own  loss  of  him,  he 
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replied,  "Alas,  alas!  use  no  such  words  concerning  me:  for  I  liave  been 
an  unprofitable  servant,  not  worthy  to  be  called  a  servant  of  the  Lord : 
but  I  must  say,  'The  Lord  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  I'  and  I  must  say, 
'Let  thy  tender  mercies  come  unto  me,  0  Lord,  even  thy  salvation  accord- 
ing to  thy  word.' "  The  evening  before  he  died,  his  daughter  asked  him, 
"Sir,howdo  yon  do?"  He  held  up  his  hand,  andsaid,  "Vanishing  things! 
vanishing  things!"  but  he  then  made  a  most  affectionate  prayer,  with  and 
for  his  friends;  and  so  quietly^^^f  asleep  on  August  7, 1667,  in  the  seventy- 
ninth  year  of  hia  age.  Thus  expired  that  reverend  old  man:  of  whom, 
when  he  left  England,  an  eminent  personage  said,  "New-England  shall 
flourish,  free  from  all  general  desolations,  as  long  as  that  good  man  liveth  in 
it!"  which  was  comfortably  accomplished.  He  was  interred  with  more  than 
ordinary  solemnity ;  and  hia  neighbour  Mr.  Bichard  Mather  of  Dorchester, 
thereat  lamented  the  publick  loss  in  his  departure,  with  a  sermon  upon  Zech. 
i.  5 ;  "Your  fathers,  where  are  they,  and  the  prophets,  do  they  live  for  ever?" 

§  19,  Being  a  man  of  ;pray&r,  he  was  very  much  a  man  of  God;  and  a 
certain  prophetical  afflatus,  which  often  directs  the  speeches  of  such  men, 
did  sometimes  remarkably  appear  in  the  speeches  of  this  holy  man.  In- 
stances thereof  have  been  already  given,  A  few  more  shall  now  be  added. 
Beholding  a  young  man  extraordinarily  dutiful,  in  all  possible  ways  of 
being  serviceable,  unto  hia  aged  moffim;  then  weak  in  body,  and  poor  in 
estate,  he  declared  unto  some  of' his  family  what  he  had  beheld;  adding 
therewithal,  "I  charge  you  to  take  notice  of  what  I  say;  God  will  cer- 
tainly hless  that  young  man;  John  Hull  (for  that  was  his  name)  shall 
grow  rich,  and  live  to  do  God  good  service  in  bis  generation!"  It  came  to 
pass  accordingly  that  this  exemplary  person  became  a  very  rich,  as  well 
as  emphatically  a  good  man,  and  afterwards  died  a  magistrate  of  the  colony. 
When  one  Mr.  Adams,  who  waited  on  him  from  Hartford  unto  Weathers- 
field,  was  followed  with  the  news  of  his  daughter's  being  fallen  suddenly 
and  doubtfully  sick,  Mt.  Wilson,  looking  up  to  heaven,  began  mightily 
to  wrestle  with  God  for  the  life  of  the  young  woman:  "Lord,"  said  he, 
"  wilt  thou  now  take  away  thy  servant's  child,  when  thou  seest  he  is  attend- 
ing on  thy  poor  unworthy  servant  in  most  Christian  kindness?  Oh!  do  it 
not!"  And  then,  turning  himself  about  unto  Mr.  Adams,  "Brother,"  said 
he,  "I  trust  your  daughter  shall  live;  I  believe  in  God  ahe  shall  recover 
of  this  sickness!"  And  so  it  marvellously  came  to  pass,  and  she  is  now 
the  fruitful  mother  of  several  desirable  children. 

A  Pequot-Indian,  in  a  canoo,  was  espied  by  the  English,  within  gun- 
shot, carrying  away  an  English  maid,  with  a  design  to  destroy  her  or  abuse 
her.  The  soldiers  fearing  to  kill  the  maid  if  they  shot  at  the  Indian, 
asked  Mr.  Wilson's  counsel,  who  forbad  them  to  fear,  and  assured  them 
"God  will  direct  the  bullet!"  They  shot  accordingly;  and  killed  the 
Indian,  though  then  moving  swiftly  upon  the  water,  and  saved  the  maid 
free  from  all  harm  whatever. 
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Upon  tlie  death  of  tlie  firat  and  only  eLild  (being  an  infant)  of  his 
daughter  Mrs.  Danforth,  he  made  a  poem,  wherein  there  were  these  hnes 
among  the  rest: 


What  if  they  pai  t  wiih  Iheif  beloved  one,  Second,  Ihird,  fourth— sup 

Ttieli'  fli'sl  begiAleo  o»d  UieLr  mdg  aan  ? 

What's  thts  lo  Uiat  whicli  J-alher  Abrnm  snffoi-'d, 

When  his  own  hands  hts  ptUy  darlinff  oiFer'd? 

Lire  present,  and  Ida  hope  or  future  bliss? 

And  behold,  as  if  that  he  had  been  a  Yates,  in  both  senses  of  it,  a  poet 
and  a  prophet^  it  pleased  God  afterwards  to  give  his  daughter  a  second  a 
third,  and  a  fourth  child,  and  then  to  take  them  all  away  at  once,  even  in 
one  fortnight's  time;  but  afterwards  happily  to  make  up  the  loss. 

Once  passing  over  the  ferry  unto  a  lecture,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  he  took  notice  of  a  young  man  in  the  boat,  that  worded  it  very 
unhandsomely  unto  his  aged  father:  whereat  this  faithful  seer,  being  much 
troubled,  said  unto  him,  "Young  man,  I  advise  you  to  repent  of  your 
undutiful,  rebellious  carriage  towards  your  father;  I  expect  else  to  hear 
that  God  has  cut  you  off  before  a  twelve-month  come  to  an  end!"  And 
before  this  time  expired,  it  came  to  pass  that  this  unhappy  youth,  going  to 
the  southward,  was  there  hacked  in  pieces  by  the  Pequod  Indians. 

A  company  of  people  in  this  country,  were  mighty  hot  upon  a  project 
of  removing  to  Providence,  an  island  in  the  West-Indies ;  and  a  venerable 
assembly  of  the  chief  magistrates  and  ministers  in  the  colony  was  addressed 
for  their  council  about  this  undertaking;  which  assembly  laid  before  the 
company  very  weighty  reasons  to  disswade  them  from  it.  A  prime  ring- 
leader in  that  business  was  one  Venncr,  a  cooper  of  Salem,  the  mad  blade 
that  afterwards  perished  in  a  nonsensical  uproar  which  he,  with  a  crew  of 
Bedlamites,  possessed  like  himself  made  in  London.  This  Venner,  with 
some  others,  now  stood  up  and  said,  "That  notwithstanding  what  had  been 
offered,  they  were  clear  in  their  call  to  remove:"  whereupon  Mr.  Wilson 
stood  up,  and  answered,  "Ay,  do  you  come  to  ask  council  in  so  weighty 
a  matter  as  this,  and  to  have  help  from  an  ordinance  of  God  in  it?  and 
are  you  aforehand  resolved  that  you  will  go  on?  Well,  you  may  go,  if 
you  will;  but  you  shall  not  prosper.  What!  do  you  make  a  mock  of 
God's  ordinance?"  And  it  came  to  pass  accordingly;  the  enterprize  was 
not  long  after  dashed  in  pieces;  and  Tenner's  precipitating  impulses,  after- 
wards carried  him  to  a  miserable  end. 

A  council  sitting  at  a  town,  where  some  ecclesiastical  differences  called 
for  the  assistances  of  the  neighbours  to  compose  them,  there  was  one  man 
observed  by  Mr.  Wilson,  to  be  extreamly  pervei^e,  and  most  unreasonably 
troublesome  and  mischievous  to  the  peace  of  the  church  there;  whereupon 
Mr.  Wilson  told  the  council  he  was  confident^  "That  the  jealousy  of  God 
would  set  a  mark  upon  that  man,  and  that  the  ordinary  death  of  men 
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should  not  befal  him."     It  happened  shortly  after  that  the  man  was  bai 
barously  butchered  by  the  salvages! 

While  Mr.  Wilson  was  minister  of  Sudbury  in  England,  there  was 
noted  person  who  had  been  absent  for  some  while  among  the  T 
This  man  returning  home,  offered  himself  to  the  communion;  • 
Mr.  Wilson,  in  the  open  assembly,  spoke  unto  him  after  this  manner: 
"  Brother,  you  here  present  yourself  as  if  you  would  partake  in  the  Holy 
Supper  of  the  Lord.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  what  you  have  done  in 
withdrawing  your  self  from  our  communion,  and  how  you  have  been  much 
conversant  for  a  considerable  while  with  the  Papists,  whose  religion  is 
antichristian.  Therefore,  though  we  cannot  so  absolutely  charge  you,  God 
knows,  who  is  the  searcher  of  all  hearts ;  and  if  you  have  defiled  your  self 
with  their  worship  and  way,  and  not  repented  of  it,  by  offering  to  partake 
at  this  time  in  the  Holy  Supper  with  us,  you  will  eat  and  drink  your  own 
damnation ;  but  if  you  are  clear,  and  have  nothing  wherewith  to  charge 
your  self,  you  your  self  know,  upon  this  aceount  you  may  receive."  The 
man  did  then  partake  at  the  Lord's  table,  professing  his  innocency.  But, 
as  if  the  devil  had  entered  into  him,  he  soon  went  and  hanged  himself. 

In  the  circumstances  of  his  own  children,  he  saw  many  effects  of  an 
extraordinary  faiih. 

His  eldest  son,  Edmund,  while  travelling  into  the  countries  which  the 
bloody  Popish  inquisition  has  made  a  clime  too  torrid  for  a  Protestant, 
■was  extreamly  exposed :  but  the  prayers  of  the  young  gentleman's  contin- 
ually distressed  father,  for  him,  were  answered  with  signal  preservations. 
When  he  was  under  examination  by  the  inquisitors,  a  friend  of  the  chief 
among  them  suddenly  a,rrived;  and  the  inquisitor  not  having  seen  this 
friend  for  many  years  before,  was  hereby  so  diverted  and  mollified,  that 
he  carried  the  young  Mr.  Wilson  to  dinner  with  him;  and,  though  he  had 
passed  hitherto  unknown  by  his  true  name,  yet  this  inquisitor  could  now 
(iall  him,  to  his  great  surprize,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  report 
unto  him  the  character  of  his  father,  and  his  father's  industry  in  serving 
the  hereticks  of  New-England.  But  that  which  I  here  most  of  all  design, 
is  an  account  of  a  thing  yet  more  memorable  and  unaccountable.  For,  at 
another  time,  his  father  dream't  himself  transported  into  Italy,  where  be 
saw  a  beautiful  person  in  the  son's  chamber,  endeavouring  with  a  thousand 
enchantments  to  debauch  him;  whereupon  the  old  gentleman  made,  and 
was  by  his  bed-fellow  overheard  making,  first,  prayers  to  Gfod  full  of  agony, 
and  then  warnings  unto  his  tempted  son,  to  beware  of  defiling  himself  with 
the  "daughter  of  a  strange  god."  Now,  some  considerable  while  after 
this,  the  young  gentleman  writes  to  his  father,  that  on  such  a  night  (which 
was  upon  enquiry  found  the  very  same  night)  a  gentlewoman  had  caressed 
him,  thus  and  so,  (just  according  to  the  vision,)  and  that  his  chastity  had 
been  conquered,  if  he  had  not  been  strongly  possessed  with  a  sense  of 
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Lis  father's  ^ra^ers  over  him,  and  warni-ngs  unto  him,  for  his  escape  from 
the  pits,  whereinto  do  fall  the  "abhorred  of  the  Lord," 

His  other  son,  John,  when  a  child,  fell  upon  his  head  from  a  loft  four 
stories  high,  into  the  street;  from  whence  he  was  taken  up  for  dead,  and 
so  battered  and  bruised  and  bloody  with  his  fall,  that  it  strucli  horror  into 
the  beholders;  but  Mr.  Wilson  bad  a  wonderful  return  of  his  prayers  in 
the  recovery  of  the  child,  both  unto  life  and  unto  sense;  insomuch,  that  be 
continued  unto  old  age,  a  faithful,  painful,  useful  minister  of  the  gospel; 
and  but  lately  went  from  the  service  of  the  cburcb  in  Medfield,  unto  the 
glory  of  the  church  triumphant. 

After  Mr.  Wilson's  arrival  at  New-England,  his  wife,  who  bad  left  off 
bearing  of  children  for  many  years,  brought  him  another  daughter ;  which 
lamh  was  indeed  unto  him  as  a  daughter;  and  he  would  present  her  unto 
other  ministers,  for  their  blessing,  with  great  affection,  saying,  "This  is 
my  Few-England  tokenl"  But  this  child  fell  sick  of  a  malignant  fever, 
wherein  she  was  gone  so  far,  that  every  one  despaired  of  her  life ;  except 
her  father,  who  called  in  several  ministers,  with  other  ChristiauB,  unto  a 
Jitst  on  that  occasion;  and  bearing  the  prayers  of  Mr,  Cotton  for  her,  found 
his  heart  so  raised,  that  be  confidently  declared,  "While  I  heard  Mr.  Cot- 
ton at  prayer,  I  was  confident  the  chOd  should  livel"  And  the  child 
accordingly  did  live;  yea,  she  is  to  this  day  alive,  a  very  "holy  woman, 
adorned  like  them  of  old  time,  with  a  spirit  of  great  price!" 

The  blessings  pronounced  by  Mr,  Wilson,  upon  many  persons  and  affairs, 
were  observed  so  prophetical,  and  especially  bis  death-bed  blessings  upon 
his  children  and  grand-children  were  so,  that  the  most  considerable  persons 
in  the  country  thought  it  not  much  to  come  from  far,  and  bring  their  chil- 
dren with  them,  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  patriarchal  benedictions.  For 
which  cause,  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  in  an  elegy  upon  him  at  his  death, 
pathetically  thus  expi 


Or  of  Elljati's  ot  EllBh&'a  deeds,  The  people,  vMch  the;  Jn^^ed  Iheil  l&ppilHSa, 

Would  svitelj  ear,  l^el'  "P'ril  "nd  poiner  was  LLb,  So  did  we  oouol  it  worth  our  pil^mage 

And  thipk  Lhcre  were  a  J^etejupsychotis.  I  Unto  bim  for  his  bles&ing,  \a  his  uge. 

These  were  extraordinary  passages;  many  of  them  are  things  which 
ordinary  Christians  may  more  BRfelj  ponder  and  wonder,  than  ea^ect  in  our 
days  I  though  sometimes  great  reformers,  and  great  sigferers,  mimt  be  signal- 
ized with  them,  I  know  very  well  what  Livy  says,  Datur  hoc  Venia 
Andquitaiis,  vt  miscendo  Humana  Divinis,  Primordia  Urhium  Augustlora 
faciat:*  but  I  have  been  far  from  imposing  the  least  faik  upon  the  world 
in  reporting  auch  extraordinary  passages  of  Mr,  Wilson,  or  any  other  great 
confessor,  by  whom  the  beginnings  of  this  country  were  made  illustrious; 
there  are  witnesses  enough  yet  living  of  them. 
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§  20.  There  is  a  certain  little  sport  of  wit,  in  anagrammaUzing  the  names 
of  men ;  which  was  used  aa  long  ago  at  least  as  the  days  of  old  Lycophron : 
and  which  sometimes  has  afforded  reflections  very  monitory,  as  Abtedixis 
by  his  just  admirers  changed  into  Seduliias;^  or  very  characterising,  aa 
Benatus  Cartesius,  by  his  disciples  turned  into,  Tu  sets  res  N'aturcE,~f  or  very 
satirical,  as  when  Satan  ruleth  me,  was  found  in  the  transposed  name  of  a 
certain  active  persecutor:  and  when,  Lo,  a  damned  crew,  was  found  in  the 
name  of  one  that  made  a  figure  among  the  Popish  plotters  against  the 
nation.  Yea,  'tis  possible  that  they  who  aifect  such  grammatical  curiosities, 
will  be  willing  to  plead  a  prescription  of  much  higher  and  elder  antiquity 
for  them;  even  the  temwidir-oj-matapi^,  with  which  the  Jews  do  criticise 
upon  the  oracles  of  the  Old  Testament.  "There,"  they  say,  "you'll  find 
the  anagram  of  our  first  father's  name  Haadam,  to  express  AdamaJi,  the 
name  of  the  earth,,  whence  he  had  his  original."  An  anagram  of  a  good 
signification,  they'll  show  you  [Gen.  vi.  8,]  and  of  a  lad  one  [Gen,  xxxviii, 
7,]  in  those  glorious  oracles;  and  they  will  endeavour  to  perewade  you, 
that  Maleachi  in  Exodus  is  anagrammatically  expounded  Michael,  in  Daniel. 
But  of  all  the  anagramniatizers  that  have  been  trying  ih^iv  fancies,  for  the 
two  thousand  years  which  have  run  out,  since  the  days  of  Lycophron — 
yea,  or  for  the  more  than  five  thousand,  since  the  days  of  our  first  father 
— I  believe  there  never  was  man  that  made  so  many,  or  so  niwMy,  as  our 
Mr.  Wilson;  who,  together  with  his  qaick  turns,  upon  the  names  of  his 
fiiends,  would  ordinarily  fetch,  and  rather  than  lose,  would  even  force 
devout  instructions  out  of  his  anagrams.  As  once,  upon  hearing  my 
iather  preach  a  sermon  about  "the  glories  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Mr, 
Wilson  immediately  gave  him  that  anagram  upon  his  name,  Orescentius 
Ma1kerus,\  anagr.  En!  Ohristus  Merces  tua:%  so  there  could  scarcely  occur 
the  name  of  any  remarkable  person,  at  least,  on  any  remarkable  occasion 
unto  him,  without  an  anagram  raised  thereupon ;  and  he  made  this  poet- 
ical and  peculiar  disposition  of  his  ingenuity  a  subject  whereon  he  grafted 
ihow/hts  far  more  solid,  and  solemn,  and  useful,  than  the  stock  it  self. 
Wherefore  methoughts,  it  looked  like  a  piece  of  injustice  that  his  own 
funeral  produced  (among  the  many  poems  afterwards  printed)  no  more 
anagrams  upon  his  name,  who  had  so  often  thus  handled  the  names  of 
others;  and  some  thought  the  Muses  looked  very  much  dissatisfied,  when 
they  saw  these  lines  upon  his  hearse : 


JOHN   WILSON. 

^nff^r,— JOHN    WILSON. 

Oh! 
Thr 

change  it  not:   no  sweeter  name  or  thing, 
oughout  the  world,  wiihin  our  ears  shall  ring 

There  was  a  little  more  of  humour  in  the  fancy  of  Mr,  Ward,  the  well- 
known  "simple  cobler  of  Agawam,"  as  that  witty  writer  stiled  himself, 
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who,  observing  tlie  great  hospitality  of  Mr.  "Wilson,  in  conjunction  with 
his  meta-grammattsing  temper,  said,  "  That  the  anagram  of  Jons  WiLSON 

was,  I  PRAT,  COME  IN:  YOU  ABE  HEARTILY  WELCOME." 

To  make  up  this  want,  I  might  conclude  the  l^  of  this  good  man  with 
an  anagram  which  he  left  on  and  for  himself  i 


1  Tota  Satua.t 

§  21.  But  it  is  to  the  la^t  place  in  our  history  of  this  worthy  man,  that 
I  reserve  that  part  of  his  character  which  lay  in  his  disposition  to  allot 
unto  himself  the  last  place  among  all  worthy  men ;  for  his  low  opinion  of 
himself,  was  the  top  of  all  his  other  excellencies.  His  humility  not  only 
caused  him  to  prefer  the  meanest  of  his  brethren  above  himself,  but  also 
to  comply  with  the  meanest  opportunities  of  being  serviceable.  He  might 
justly  be  reckoned  the  name's  sake  of  that  John,  the  Bishop  of  Alexandria, 
who  was  called  not  only  Johannes  Eleemosynarius,^  but  also  Humilis  Johan- 
nes.\  Hence  'twas,  that  when  his  voice  in  his  age  did  so  fail  him,  that  his 
great  congregation  could  be  no  longer  cdiiied  by  his  publick  labours,  he 
cheerfully  and  painfully  set  himself  to  do  all  the  good  that  he  could  by 
his  private  visits;  and  such  also  as  he  could  not  reach  with  sermons,  he 
often  found  with  verses:  hence 'twas  that  when  that  plea  was  used  with 
the  church  of  Ipswich,  to  resign  Mr.  Norton  unto  the  church  of  Boston, 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cotton;  because  it  was  said,  "Let  him  that  hath 
two  coats,  give  to  him  that  hath  none:"  and  a  person  of  quality  replied, 
"Boston  hath  one,"  [meaning  Mr.  Wilson:]  this  good  man  answered, 
"Who?  mel  lam  nothingl"  Yea,  hence  'twas,  that  when  malefactors 
had  been  openly  scourged  upon  the  just  sentence  of  authority,  he  would 
presently  send  for  them  to  his  house,  and  having  first  expressed  his  bounty 
to  them,  he  would  then  bestow  upon  them  such  gracious  admonitions  and 
exhortations,  as  made  them  to  become,  instead  of  desperate,  remarkably 
penitent.  Indeed,  I  know  not  whether  his  humility  might  not  have  some 
excess,  in  some  instances,  charged  upon  it;  at  least  once,  when  he  had  prom- 
ised unto  a  neighbouring  minister  to  preach  a  sermon  for  him,  and  after 
his  promise  came  in  season  to  that  minister,  saying,  "Sir,  I  told  you. that 
I  would  preach  for  you,  but  it  was  rashly  done  of  me;  I  have  on  my  knees 
begged  the  pardon  of  it  from  the  Lord ;  that  I  should  offer  thus  to  deprive 
his  people  of  your  labours,  which  are  so  much  better  than  any  of  mine 
can  be:  wherefore,  sir,  I  now  come  seasonably  to  tell  you  that  I  shall  fail 
you  I"  And  accordingly,  there  was  no  perswading  of  him  to  the  contrary. 
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But  from  the  like  humility  it  was,  that  a  good  kinsman  of  his,  who 
deserves  to  live  in  the  same  story,  as  he  now  lives  in  the  same  heaven 
with  him — namely,  Mr.  Edward  Bawaon,  the  honoured  secretary  of  the 
Massachuset  colony — coald  not  by  all  his  entreaties  perswade  him  to  let  his 
picture  be  drawn;  but  still  refusing  it,  he  would  reply,  "What I  such  a 
poor  vile  creature  as  I  ami  shall  my  picture  be  drawn?  I  say,  no;  it 
never  shalll"  And  when  that  gentleman  introduced  the  limner,  with  all 
things  ready,  vehemently  importuning  him  to  gratilie  so  far  the  desires  of 
his  friends,  as  to  sit  a  while,  for  the  taking  of  his  effigies,  no  importunity 
could  ever  obtain  it  from  him.  However,  being  bound  in  justice  to  employ 
my  hand  for  the  memory  of  that  porson„hy-whoseh.an!i.I,was_.njy.self-bap- 
tised,  I  have  made  an  essay  to  draw  bis  picture,  by  this  account  of  his 
life;  wherein  if  I  have  missed  of  doing  to  the  life,  it  might  be  made  up 
with  several  expressive  passages,  which  I  find  in  elegies  written  and 
printed  upon  his  death:  whereof  there  were  many  composed,  by  those 
whose  opinion  was  well  signified  by  one  of  them: 


But  waving  the  rest,  let  the  following  poem,  never  before  printed,  offer 
some  odours  for  the  reader's  farther  entertainment: 

SOME  OFTEES  TO  MBALM  THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  TETfLY  EK7T,  AND  RENOWKED  JOHN  WHSOS, 


MlOHT  Aaion'j  rod  (suBh/uHsrois  majQ't  ha  dry) 

Had  we  the  cosily  »i»i««.-{(K, 

Bui  bniaeh  the  rodi,  'livoiiU  guah  pare  it':gy. 

What  -s  left  we'd  spei.d  on  this  Nsw-Eiiglish  Knox 

True  Knox,  ail'd  with  that  great  ryormcr's  gince, 

And  loil  Ibe  nmld  Ihe  great  Saint  Wilson'e  praise. 

In  iTKii's  just  cause  "fearing  no  roortnl's  face." 

Christ's  Bori,  it  was  hta  i./iH-Chrisfa  e&areh,  his  car 

And  so  great  with  him  bla  least  brethren  «ere. 

Not  heal  nor  cold— not  rain,  or  frost,  or  snow- 

That  could  forego  skUi,  pelf,  and  lift  bealde, 

Could  hinder,  but  he'd  to  their  swibom  go ; 

Aaron's  bells  chimed  fl-om  fhr,  he'd  run,  and  then 

They  prea'd  lo  aes,  ond  hear,  and  felt  his  duirw^. 

nis  rBTlah'd  soul  echa'i  Amex,  ^msnl 

The  world  at  once  cotx  bat  on«  Phtenix  show  0 

He  trayere'd  oft  the  fierce  Allonllok  sea. 

For  <™a  a  Paul,  Capbns  for  iMi,  for  Uvi 

Bat,  PeHms  0/  confessors,  'Iwaa  for  thee. 

A  John,  inBpir'd  bj  Ihe  cmleaUal  doTB. 

nil  voyage  lands  him  on  the  wished  ^ore, 

Abram'B  Hue  son  for /ail* ;  and  in  his  «b( 

From  whence  ihie  father  ivHl  return  no  more, 

A„gds  oft  bud  their  talAa  and  ciMmt. 

To  sit  the  jBoitratar  of  thy  sages. 

But  lell  his  leoi  for  thee  to  afler  agfa, 

So  htTDbli,  that  alike  on  '*  charity. 

His  care  to  guide  bis  JUtck  and  feed  his  Iambi, 

Wrought  <ilrM(i-««;  with  Kl>-a£l  riiiii 

By  Toards,  vprka,  prufeTE,  pttUMi,  ainie,  and  anagram 

Pardon  lhlB/EH(l ;  hia  great  HTmesa  iss  lien. 

Those  aTUtgrajnSj  in  which  be  mode  lo  slarl 

HeM  trade,  for  heaven,  with  all  he  came  a  near ; 

Oul  ormeor  iwlhitiga,  b;  crealiti^  art. 

His  mau,  clolhei,,  cmA,  he'd  alill  for  Mxlurci  sond 

Whole  M7^  of  counsel;  did  to  niolssunfohl 

Coiialgn'd,  ptr  Brother  Lfaarua,  his  Mend. 

Barnes,  till  Uiey  lessons  gave  richer  thim  gold, 

Jltighty  in  prayir,  his  hands  uplifled  reaeli'd 

And  every  angle  so  eiaclly  Jij, 

Mercj'shigh  throne,  and  Ibanee  strange  bounllea  fetch'd 

n  should  oat-shbie  the  biighlest  salar  roy. 

Once  and  ogiun,  end  oft;  so  felt  by  all, 

Who  weep  his  dealJi,  as  a  deparUng  Piml. 

Sacred  his  verse,  wilt  wilb  a  eher^b'e  quill ; 

Ml—yea,  haplte'd  with  tears,  lol  chUdnn  coma 

But  Ihoso  wing'd  chorlafers  of  Zhjn-hUl, 

(Tkcir  haplism  he  raalnlidn'd  1)  nnlo  his  [wnH. 

Plcawd  with  the  Koits,  cali'd  him  a  pEirt  lo  bear 
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Thinking  what  epitaph  I  should  offer  unto  the  grave  of  this  worthy 
man,  I  callecl  unto  mind  the  fittest  in  the  world,  which  was  directed  for 
him,  immediately  upon  his  death  by  an  honourable  person,  who  still  con- 
tinues the  same  lover,  as  well  as  instance,  of  learning  and  vertue,  that  he 
was  when  he  then  advised  them  to  give  Mr,  Wilson  this 

EPITAPH. 

And  now  abides  faith,  hope,  nnd  charity, 
But  charity's  the  gteolest  of  the  ihtee. 

To  which  this  might  be  added,  from  another  hand : 

Aurea,  qaiB  (obalupea  referent!)  Primieva  Vetustai 
Condidit  Arcana,  Scecula  Apo^tolicB., 
Officiis  Danisqite  itiiem  Sanctisaimas  Hetoa, 
WlLSONUS  taeilU  FrBtvIil  ex  Teneiris.* 


CHAFTEH   I?. 

PITRITANISMUS  NOV-AN(JLI0ANGS;+  THE  EIFE  OF  MR.  JOHN 
BiVEMPORT. 

§  1.  A  noted  author  of  more  than  twice  seven  treatises,  and  chaplain 
to  two  successive  Queens  of  England,  was  that  Christopher  Davenport, 
whose  assumed  name  was,  Franciscus  &  Sanda  Glara.X  And  in  Mr.  Eush- 
worth's  collection  of  speeches,  made  in  the  celebrated  parliament,  1640, 
I  find  Sir  Benjamin  Eudjard  using  these  words:  "Sancta  Clara  hath 
published,  that  if  a  Synod  were  held,  N<m  inteTTmxtis  PwWfajiis-—' setting 
Puritans  aside'— -our  articles  and  their  religion  would  soon  be  agreed. 
They  have  so  brought  it  to  pass,  that  under  the  name  of  Puritans,  all  our 
religioQ  is  branded.  Whosoever  squares  his  actions  by  any  rule,  either 
divine  or  humane,  he  is  a  Puritan; — whosoever  would  be  governed  by 
the  King's  laws,  he  is  a  Puritan"  Whether  this  account  of  matters 
be  allowed  or  no,  there  was,  though  not  a  brother,  (as  a  certain  woodden, 
historian,  in  his  Atlienix  Oxonie)wes,%  has  reported,)  yet  a  kinsman  of  that 
Sancta  OUra,  who  was  among  the  most  eminent  Puritans  of  those  days: 
and  this  was  our  holy  and  famous  Mr,  John  Davenport:  one  of  whom  I 
may,  on  many  accounts,  use  the  eulogy,  with  which  the  learned  still  mention 
Salmasius,  Vir  nunquam  satis  Laudatus,  nee  Temere  sine  Laude  nominandm.\ 

§  2.  Mr,  John  Davenport  was  bom  at  Coventry,  in  the  year  1597,  of 

•  The  nniaent  Bpostollc  Age  of  Gold,  I  Oar  Wilson,  csbI  in  apoalolLo  monld, 

Obsoured  so  sndljr  ^a  the  mlsta  of  T^ino,  |  Seeras  lo  reBtoro  in  all  ila  prlaUne  prime. 

t  New-EnglBod  PurllBnlsm.  }  Frmids  of  St.  Clsir.  !  OxfOtd  AUieliH. 

)  A  man  never  yet  praised  enoUBh,  and  never  to  be  nsmeil  wilhout  pctSaa. 

Vol.  I.— 21 
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wortliy  parents;  a  father  who  was  mayor  of  the  city,  and  a  pious  mother, 
who,  having  lived  just  long  enough  to  devote  him,  as  Hannah  did,  her  Sam- 
uel, unto  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  left  him  under  the  more  immediate 
care  of  Heaven  to  fit  him  for  that  service.  The  grace  of  God  sanctified 
him  with  good  principles,  while  he  had  not  yet  seen  two  sevens  of  years 
in  an  evil  loorld;  and  by  that  age  he  had  also  made  such  attainments  in 
learning,  as  to  be  admitted  into  Brasen-Nose  Colledge,  in  Oxford.  From 
thence,  when  he  was  but  nineteen  years  old,  he  was  called  unto  publick 
and  constant  preaching  in  the  city  of  London,  as  an  assistant  unto  another 
divine;  where  his  notable  accomplishments  for  a  minister,  and  his  cour- 
agious  residence  with,  and  visiting  of  his  flock,  in  a  dreadful  plague-time, 
caused  much  notice  to  be  quickly  taken  of  him.  His  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  he  took  not,  until,  in  course,  he  was  to  proceed  Batchellor  of 
Divinity :  and  then  with  universal  approbation,  he  received  both  of  these 
laurels  together, 

§  3.  This  pious  man  was  both  an  hard  student  and  a  great  preacher. 
His  custom  was  to  sit  up  very  late  at  his  lucubrations;  whereby,  though 
he  found  no  sensible  damage  himself,  and  never  felt  his  head  ach,  yet  his 
counsel  was,  that  other  students  would  not  follow  his  example.  But  the 
effects  of  his  industry  were  seen  by  all  men,  in  his  approving  himself 
upon  all  occasions,  an  universal  scholar.  As  for  the  sermons  wherewith 
he  fed  the  church  of  God,  he  ivrote  them  for  the  most  part  more  largely 
than  the  most  of  ministers;  and  he  spoke  them  with  a  gravity,  an  energy, 
an  acceptable ness,  whereto  few  ministers  ever  have  arrived:  indeed,  !iis 
greatest  enemies,  when  they  heard  him,  would  acknowledge  him  to  be 
among  "the  best  of  preachers."  The  ablest  men.  about  London  were  his 
nearest  friends ;  among  whom  he  held  a  very  particular  correspondence 
mth  Dr.  Preston:  he,  when  he  dyed,  left  his  notes  with  Mr.  Davenport, 
by  him  to  be  published;  and  accordingly,  with  Dr.  Sibs,  you'll  find  Mr. 
Davenport  signing  some  of  their  dedications. 

§  4.  About  the  year  1626,  there  were  several  eminent  persons,  among 
whom  were  two  Doctors  of  Divinity,  with  two  other  divines,  and  four 
lawyers,  whereof  one  the  King's  Serjeant  at  law,  and  four  citi'zens,  whereof 
one  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  engaged  in  a  design  to  procure  a  purchase 
of  impropriations,  and  with  the  profits  thereof  to  maintain  a  constant,  able, 
and  painful  ministry  in  those  parts  of  the  Idngdom  where  there  was  most 
want  of  such  a  ministry.  The  divines  concerned  in  this  design,  were  Dr. 
Gouge,  Dr.  Sibs,  Mr.  Offspring,  and  our  Mr.  Davenport;  and  such  an 
incredible  progress  was  made  in  it,  that  it  is  judged  all  the  impropviaiions 
in  England  would  have  been  honestly  and  easily  recovered  unto  the  imme- 
diate service  of  the  reformed  religion.  But  Bishop  Laud,  looking  with  a 
jealous  eye  on  this  undertaking,  least  it  might  in  time  give  a  secret  growth 
to  non-conformit)/,  he  obtained  a  bill  to  be  exhibited  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  by  the  King's  Attorney-General,  against  the  Feoffees  that  had 
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the  management  of  it.     Upon  this  occasion,  I  firifl  this  greit  man  writing 
in  his  great  Bible  the  ensuing  passages 

"Feb.  11,  1632.    Tho  business  of  the  feoffees  being  to  be  hetrd  the  tUrd  tune  at  the 
Exchequer,  I  projed  earnestly  that  God  would  asaist  our  counsullors  m  opening'  the  case, 
and  be  pleased  to  grant,  that  they  might  get  no  aivanfjige  against  us   to  pui  ish  us  as  evil 
doers;  promising  to  observe  what  answer  he  gave     Whiih  seeing  he  hith  gitiouily  done, 
wid  delivered  me  from  the  thing  I  feared,  I  record  to  these  ends: 
"  I.  To  be  more  industrious  in  my  family. 
"  2.  To  check  my  untbankfulness. 
"3.  To  quicken  my  self  to  thankfulness. 

"4.  To  awaken  my  self  to  more  watchfulness  for  the  time  to  coiije,  in  'remem- 
brance of  hia  mercy.' 
"Which  I  beseech  the  Lord  to  grant;  upon  whose  faithfulness  m  his  covenant  I  cast  my 
self,  to  be  made  faithful  in  my  covenant.  John  Davesfokt." 

The  issue  of  the  business  was  this:  the  court  condemned  their  proceed- 
,inga  as  dangerous  to  the  church  and  state;  pronouncing  the  gifts,  feoff- 
ments, and  contrivances,  made  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  to  be  illegal,  and  so 
dissolved  the  same,  confiscating  their  money  unto  the  King's  use.  Yet 
the  criminalpari  referred  unto,  was  never  prosecuted  in  the  star-chaviber  ; 
because  the  design  was  generally  approved,  and  multitudes  of  discreet  and 
devout  men  extreamly  resented  the  mine  of  it. 

§  5.  It  happened  that  soon  after  this,  the  famous  Mr.  John  Cotton  was 
fijlen  under  such  a  storm  of  persecution  for  his  non-conformity,  as  made 
it  necessary  for  him  to  propose  and  purpose  a  removal  out  of  the  land; 
whereupon  Mr.  Davenport,  with  several  other  great  and  good  men,  consid- 
ering the  eminent  learning,  prudence,  and  holiness  of  that  excellent  per- 
son, could  be  at  no  rest  until  they  had  by  a  solemn  conference  informed 
themselves  of  what  might  move  him  to  such  a  resolution.  The  issue  of 
the  conference  was,  that  instead  of  their  disawading  him  from  exposing 
himself  to  such  sufferings  as  were  now  before  him,  he  convinced  iliem  of 
the  truth  in  the  cause  for  which  he  suffered;  and  they  became  satisfied 
both  of  the  evil  in  sundry  matters  of  worship  and  order  imposed  upon  them, 
and  of  the  duty  which  lay  upon  them,  in  their  places  to  endeavour  the 
reformation  of  things  in  the  church,  according  to  the  word  of  God.  Mr, 
Davenport's  inclination  to  non-conformity,  from  this  time,  fell  under  the 
notice  and  anger  of  his  diocesan;  who  presently  determined  the  marks  of 
his  vengeance  for  him :  of  which  being  seasonably  and  sufficiently  adver- 
tised, he  convened  the  principal  persons  under  his  pastoral  charge  in  Cole- 
man-street,  at  a  general  vestry,  desiring  them  on  this  occasion  to  declare 
what  they  would  advise ;  for  acknowledging  the  right  which  they  had  in 
him  as  their  pastor,  he  would  not  by  any  danger  be  driven  from  any  service 
which  they  should  expect  or  demand  at  his  hands ;  but  he  would  imitate 
the  example  of  Luther,  who,  upon  letters  from  the  church  of  Wittenberg, 
&om  whence  he  had  withdrawn  for  his  security,  upon  the  direction  of  the 
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Duke  of  Saxony,  returned  unto  tlie  couragious  exercise  of  bis  ministry. 
Upon  a  serious  deliberation,  they  discharged  his  comdentiotis  obligation, 
by  agreeing  with  him  that  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  resign ;  but  although 
he  now  hoped  for  something  of  a  quiet  life,  his  hope  was  disappointed; 
for  he  was  continually  dogged  by  raging  busie  pursuivants,  from  whom 
he  had  no  safety  but  by  retiring  into  IloUand. 

§  6.  Over  to  Holland  he  went,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1636,  where 
the  messengers  of  the  church,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Paget,  met  him  in 
his  way  to  Amsterdam,  inviting  him  to  become  the  colleague  of  their  aged 
pastor.  But  Mr.  Davenport  had  not  been  long  there,  before  his  indispo- 
sition to  the  promiscuous  baptising  of  children,  concerning  whom  there 
was  no  charitable  or  tolerable  testimony  of  their  belonging  to  Christian 
parents,  was  by  Mr,  Paget  so  improved  against  him,  as  to  procure  him  the 
displeasure  of  the  Dutch  classes  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  contention  on 
this  occasion  proceeded  so  far,  that  though  the  Dutch  ministers  had  under 
their  hands  declared :—"  We  desire  nothing  more,  than  that  Mr.  Daven- 
port, whose  eminent  learning  and  singular  piety  is  much  approved  and 
commended  of  all  the  English  our  brethren,  may  be  lawfully  promoted 
unto  the  ministry  of  the  English  church:  we  do  also  greatly  approve  of 
his  good  zeal  and  care,  of  his  having  some  precedent  private  examination 
of  the  parents  and  sureties  of  children  to  be  baptised  in  the  Christian 
religion,"  Yet  the  matter  could  not  be  accommodated ;  Mr.  Davenport 
could  not  be  allowed,  except  ho  would  promise  to  baptise  the  children  of 
such  whose  parents  and  sureties  were,  upon  examination,  found  never  so 
much  unckristianized,  ignorant,  or  scandalous.  He  therefore  desisted  from 
his  publick  ministry  in  Amsterdam  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1635, 
contenting  himself  to  set  up  a  catechetical  exercise  in  the  family,  where  he 
sojourned  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  days,  an  hour  after  the  publick 
sermons  were  over.  But  some  considerable  number  of  people,  at  length, 
resorting  to  this  exercise,  a  jealousie  was  pretended  by  his  adversary,  that 
the  design  of  it  was  to  promote  such  secte  as,  indeed,  the  chief  design  of  it 
was  to  prevent;  and  upon  this  pretence  he  was  hindered,  even  from  this 
lesser  opportunity  of  doing  service  also.  The  fuller  story  of  these  uncom- 
fortable and  unreasonable  brangles,  the  reader  may  And  in  an  Apohgetioal 
Discourse  of  Mr.  Davenport's,  published  for  his  own  vindication ;  whereiri 
he  does  with  a  leaxned  pen  handle  several  points  much  controverted  in 
the  reformed  churches,  and  shew  himself  a  divine  well  studied  in  the  con- 
troversies of  the  present  and  the  former  ages.  But  the  upshot  of  all  was, 
that  he  returned  back  to  London;  where  he  told  his  friends,  "That  he 
thought  God  carried  him  over  into  Holland,  on  purpose  to  bear  witness 
against  ^a&i  promiscuous  baptism,  which  at  least  bordered  very  near  upon 
a  profiination  of  the  holy  institution." 

§  7,  He  observed,  that  when  a  re^rmaiibnofthe  church  has  been  brought 
about  in  any  part  of  the  world,  it  has  rarely  been  afterwards  carried  on 
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any  one  step  further  than  the  first  reformm-s  did  succeed  in  their  first 
ertdeavowrs ;  he  observed  that  as  easily  might  the  ark  have  been  removed 
from  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  where  it  first  grounded,  as  a  people  get  any 
ground  in  reformation,  after  and  beyond  \h.s  first  remove  of  the  reformers. 
And  this  observation  quickned  him  to  embark  in  a  design  of  reformation, 
wherein  he  might  have  opportunity  to  drive  things  in  the  first  essay,  as 
near  to  the  precept  and  pattern  of  Scripture,  as  they  could  be  driven.  The 
plantation  of  New-England  afforded  him  this  opportunity,  with  the  chief 
undertakers  whereof  he  had  many  consultations,  before  he  had  ever  taken 
up  any  purpose  of  going  himself  into  that  part  of  the  world;  and  he  had, 
indeed,  a  very  great  stroke  in  the  encouraging  and  enlivening  of  that  noble 
undertaking.  He  was  one  of  those  by  whom  the  patent  for  the  Massaehu- 
set  colony  was  procured;  and  though  his  ruims  were  not  among  the  pai- 
entees,  because  he  himself  desired  it  might  be  omitted,  lest  his  enemy,  the 
Bishop  of  London,  then  of  the  King's  privy  council,  should  upon  his 
account  appear  the  more  fiercely  against  it;  yet  his  purse  was  in  it,  hia 
time  was  in  it,  and  he  contributed  unto  it  all  manner  of  assistances:  this 
he  did  before  his  going  to  Holland.  And  while  ho  was  in  Holland,  he 
received  letters  of  Mr.  Cotton  from  the  country  whereto  he  had  thus  been 
afiUher;  telling  him,  "That  the  order  of  the  churches  and  the  common- 
wealth was  now  so  settled  in  New- England,  by  common  consent,  that  it 
brought  into  his  mind  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwells 
righteousness."  Wherefore,  soon  after  his  return  for  London,  he  shipped 
himself,  with  several  eminent  Christians,  and  their  families,  for  New-Eng- 
land; where,  by  the  good  hand  of  Goo  upon  them,  they  arrived  in  tlie 
summer  of  the  year  1637. 

%  8.  Mr.  Cotton  welcomed  Mr.  Davenport,  as  Moses  did  Jethro,  hoping 
that  he  would  be  "as  eyes  unto  them  in  the  wilderness,"  For  by  the 
cunning  and  malice  of  Satan,  all  things  in  this  New-English  wilderness 
were  then  surprised  into  a  deal  of  confusion,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Anti- 
nomian  opinions  then  spread  abroad ;  but  the  learning  and  wisdom  of  this 
■worthy  man  in  the  Synod,  then  assembled  at  Cambridge,  did  contribute 
more  than  a  little  to  dispel  the  fascinating  mists  which  had  suddenly  dis- 
ordered all  our  affairs.  Having  done  his  part  in  that  blessed  tvorh,  (as  we 
have  elsewhere  more  fully  related)  he,  with  his  friends,  who  were  more  fit 
for  Zebulon's  ports  than  for  Issaehar's  tents,  chose  to  go  farther  westward; 
where  they  began  a  plantation  and  a  colony,  since  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  New-Haven;  and  endeavoured,  according  to  his  understanding, 
a  yet  stricter  conformity  to  the  word  of  God,  in  settling  of  all  matters,  both 
civil  and  sacred,  than  he  had  yet  seen  exemplified  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  There  the  famous  church  of  New-Haven,  as  well  as  the  other 
neighbouring  towns,  enjoyed  his  ministry,  his  discipline,  his  government, 
and  his  universal  direction  for  many  years  together:  even  till  afl«r  the 
restoration  of  King  Charles  IL  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  were  by  o 
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charter  incorporated.  And  here,  with  what  holiness,  with  what  wakhjuln^'^s, 
with  what  usejulness  he  discharged  his  ministry,  it  is  worthy  of  a  remem- 
brance among  all  that  would  propose  unto  themselves  a  worthy  exampU. 
Nevertheless,  all  that  I  shall  here  preserve  of  it,  is  this  one  article :  A 
young  minister  once  receiving  of  wise  and  good  councils  from  this  good 
and  wise  and  great  man,  he  received  this  among  the  rest,  "That  he  should 
be  much  in  ejaculatory prayer ;  for,  indeed,  ejacnlatory  prayers,  as  arrows 
in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man,  so  are  they,  happy  is  the  man  that  has  Iiis 
quiver  full  of  theml"  And  it  was  believed,  by  some  curious  observers, 
that  Mr.  Davenport  himself  was  well  used  unto  that  saored  skill  of  "  wal  Ic- 
ing with  God,"  and  "having  his  eyes  ever  towards  the  Lord,"  and  "beigg 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long,"  by  the  use  of  ejaculatory  prayers, 
on  the  innumerable  occasions  which  every  turn  of  our  lives  does  bring  for 
those  devotions.  He  was  not  only  constant  in  more  settled,  whether  social 
or  secret  prayers,  but  also  in  the  midst  of  all  besieging  incumbrances,  tying 
the  wishes  of  his  devout  soul  unto  the  arrows  of  ^acuhtory  prayers,  he 
would  shoot  them  avt  iy  unto  the  heavens,  from  whence  he  still  expected  a1! 
his  help.    "\Tith  such  a  gl(yry,  with  such  a  defence,  was  New-Haven  blessed  1 

§  9.  Bixt  hia  mflufnces  were  not  confined  unto  his  own  colony  of  New- 
Haven;  the>  were  extended  as  far  as  his  general  and  generous  care  of  all 
the  churches  could  earrj  him.  And  hence,  I  find  him  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, expressing  his  good  affections  unto  the  Irenio  designs  and  studies, 
which  were  in  those  days  managing  by  some  great  men,  for  the  restoring 
of  communion  among  the  divided  churches  of  the  reformation.  Perhaps 
I  cannot  give  an  exacter  character  of  this  eminent  person's  disposition, 
than  by  my  transcribing  and  my  translating  of  a  few  passages  in  a  letter 
to  the  famous  Dury,  by  him  composed,  and  by  the  rest  of  the  ministers  in 
bis  colony  subscribed : 

"Flagrante  Schisniatia  Tncendio,  Ecclesias,  quas  oporiehat  Arclissimo  Pads  et 
Unitaiis  Vinculo  CoUigari,  miseras  in  secl-as  tnvisa  Deo  Laoerabat  Erinnys;  usque 
adeo  ut  qui  mtituam  contra  communes  Hosles  opem  conferrent,  proh  dolor!  am- 
certafiones  Midianiticas  invieem  agunt;  Sicul  enim  Juvenes,  quos  ad  Dimicandum 
Abnerus  Prowcahat,  se  matuis  Vulneribus  Covfecerunt ;  sic,  quomndam  Vitio,qui 
partes  potius  agunt  male  Disputantium,  quam  bene  Evangel  izantium,  Jurgia,  Lites, 
Animorwm  Dhiortia,  Schismata  et  Scandala,  in  Ecclesiis  Evioigelicis  Suhoriuntur, 
non  sine  gram  Injirmorutn  Offendiculo,  nee  sine  summo  bonorum  omnium  1 
n  Evangelicis  Veriialis  Oblectamento." 


"While  the  fire  of  schism  has  been  raging,  the  hatful  fury  has  miserably  toro  to  piccca 
the  churches  tlmt  should  havti  been  held  together  in  the  strictest  bonds  of  love  and  unity; 
insomuch  tliat  they  who  should  have  united  for  mutual  help  against  the  common  enemy, 
alas,  have  even  fallen  upon  one  another,  ns  in  the  day  of  Midian.  As  the  young  men,  upon 
the  provoeatjon  of  Abner,  wounded  one  anoiher  to  death;  thus,  by  the  fault  of  some,  who 
do  the  part  rather  of  bad  wranglers  than  of  good  preachers,  there  do  iu'ise  in  the  reformed 
churches  those  broils,  and  strifes,  and  animosities,  and  schisms,  and  scandals,  which  oifund  the 
weak  and  afflict  the  good,  and  ore  no  little  satisfaction  to  the  enemies  of  gospeUmlk." 
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"JTufK  Vera,  Fostquam  Custps  Israelis,  Deus  Pacis,  dedil  in  Corda  lot  Ecdesi- 
arum  et  Magistratuum,  ut  Yulnerihtis  istis  Medicinam  faciendum  esse,  Necessarium 
Judic&rint,  En!  Bonorum  omnium  Animi,  in  Spem  erecli,  Malorum  isiorum  Sal- 
ntarem  Clausulam  Expectant,  et  Votis  intimis,  Patrem  Misericordiarum  VoMscnm 
invocant,  ut  Spiritus  stti  Gratia,  Secundum  Verbum  Suutn,  ConsUia  et  aeliones 
Servorum  Suorum  dirigere,  ad  SancU  Nominis  Sui  Gloriam  dignetur." 

"But  now  that  the  'Keeper  of  Israel,'  the  'God  of  peace,'  hath  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
many  churches  and  rulers,  to  apprehend  it  neeessiiry  that  a  cure  should  be  sought  for  these 
wounds,  l>ehold!  the  minds  of  all  good  men  do  with  a  rdsed  hope  expect  an  happy  close  of 
these  mischiefs;  and  with  most  heai'ty  prayers  do  beseech  the  Father  ef  Mercies,  that  ho 
would,  by  the  groue  of  his  Spirit,  according  to  his  word,  please  to  direct  the  counsels  and 
actions  of  his  servants,  for  the  glory  of  his  own  holy  name." 

"Recte  quidemfecisti,  Reverende  Prater  Durree,  quod  nos  etiam  in  eodem  Vohis- 
cum  Corpore,  Sub  eodem  Capile  Jesu  Chrisl.o,  Constitulos,  ad  Negoiium  hoc,  in 
Sanctorum  Communione  Promovendum,  frateme  invit&sti," 

"  You  have  done  right  well,  reverend  brother,  in  that  you  have,  after  a  brotherly  manner, 
unf«  the  promoting  of  this  affiiir,  in  the  cBiJimMnioji  of  sotos  Invited  us,  who  belong  to  the 
same  mystical  body  with  your  selves,  under  one  head,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

"  Dica  Tero  non  est  Orthodoxis  impingenda,  quasi  Optatissima  illi  Paci,  qua 
inter  Scissas  Evangelioas  Ecclesias  qutsrilur,  Offendiculum  posuerint  el  remoram, 
qui.  Necessitate  Postulante,  ea  utuntnr  Libertate  Refutandi  Errores,  quarn  Pax  non 
debet  impedire:   adeoque  suo  Exemplo  fulur.am  pacem  prtemuniunt,  a  VitHs  in 

Excessu  positis." "  Quippe  quod  sincere  de  Erroribus  Judicare,  el  Errores 

tamen  in  Fratribus  In/irmis  Tolerare,  Utrumque  Judicamus  esse  ApostoKc<e  Doc- 
trtJUB  Consonum,  Toleratio  Vera  Fratrum  Infrmonim,  non  debet  esse  adsgue 
Redargutione,  Sed  lantum  absque  Rejectione." 

"  Nevertheless,  "tis  not  to  be  made  an  ai'ticle  of  complaint  against  the  orthodox,  as  if  they 
would  liinder  or  delay  the  peace  desired  so  much  among  the  reformed  ohuTches,  liecausc  they 
do,  as  necessity  fehall  call  for  it,  use  that  Uherly  ot  refuting  errors,  which  peace  ought  to  be 
no  bar  unto ;  and  by  their  example,  would  rescue  the  future  peace  from  the  extremes  where- 
with it  would  be  rendred  faulty." ^'For  we  reckon  that  as  well  to  judge  what  things  are 

errors,  as  to  bear  with  such  errors  in  weaker  brethren,  are  both  of  them  agreeidjle  to  what 
we  have  been  taught  by  the  apostles.  The  tokratum  of  our  erroneous  brethren  shoidd  not 
be  without  rebvking,  but  it  should  be  without  r^ecting  of  those  brethren." 

§  10.  It  is  a  notable  expression,  and  a  wonderful  concession  of  that 
great  Cardinal  Bellermine,  the  last  Goliah  of  the  Eomish  Philistines: 
Ecdesia  ex  Jntentione  Fideks  iantam  Colligit,  et  si  nosset  Impios  et  incredulos, 
eos aut  nunquam adiniUeret,  aut  easu  Admissos  Exduderet:  "The  church"  (he 
says)  "inlentionaUy  gathers  only  true  believers,  and  if  she  knew  who  were 
ttncked  and  faithless,  either  she  would  not  admit  them  at  all,  or,  if  they  were 
accidentall;/  admitted,  she  woiild  exclude  them."  Oar  Davenport,  conceiving 
it  a  shame  that  any  Protestant  should  protest  for  less  churdi  purity  than 
what  the  confessions  of.  a  learned  Papist  allowed,  ere  he  was  aware,  to  be 
contended  for,  did  now  at  New-IIaven  mate  church  puritt/  to  be  one  of  his 
greatest  concernments  and  endeavours.  It  was  his  declared  principle,  that 
more  is  required  of  men,  in  order  to  their  being  members  of  aivwistiittfeii 

Heated  CyV^iOOylL 


328  MAGNALIA    CHRISTI    AMERICANA; 

church,  than  that  they  profess  the  Christian  faith,  and  ask  the  visible  seah 
of  the  covenant  in  the  fellowship  of  the  church;  all  which  may  be  done 
by  persons  notoriously  scandalous  in  their  lives,  from  whom  the  command 
is,  "turn  away;"  but  only  such  persons  may  be  received  as  members  of 
B.  particular  church,  who  (according  to  Matt,  xvi.  18,  19,)  make  auch  a 
publick  profession  of  the'iT  faith,  as  the  church  may,  in  charitable  discre- 
tion, judge  has  blessedness  annexed  unto  it,  and  such  as  flecb  and  blood 
hath  not  revealed.  In  pursuance  of  this  principle,  he  was,  like  his  dear 
friend,  that  great  man,  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  perswaded,  "that  (as  he 
speaks)  there  are  many  rules  in  the  word,  whereby  it  is  meet  for  us  to 
judge  who  are  saints;  by  which  rules  those  who  are  betrusted  to  receive 
men  unto  ordinances  in  churches,  are  to  be  guided,  and  so  to  separate 
between  the  precious  and  the  unclean,  as  the  priests  of  old  were  enabled 
and  commanded  by  ceremonial  differences,  which  God  then  made  to  typifie 
the  like  discrimination  of  persons."  And,  therefore,  making  the  marks  of 
a  repenting  and  a  believing  soul,  given  in  the  word  of  God,  the  rules  of 
his  tryala,  he  used  a  more  than  ordinary  exactness  in  trying  those  that 
were  admitted  unto  the  communion  of  the  church:  indeed,  so  very  thor- 
oughly, and,  I  had  almost  said,  severely  strict,  were  the  terms  of  his  com- 
munion, and  so  much,  I  had  well  nigh  said,  overmuch,  were  the  golden 
snuffers  of  the  sanctuary  employed  by  him  in  his  exercise  of  discipline 
towards  those  that  were  admitted,  that  be  did  all  that  was  possible  to 
render  the  renowned  church  of  New-Haven  like  the  New-Jerusalem ;  and 
yet,  after  all,  the  Lord  gave  him  to  see  that  in  this  world  it  was  impossible 
to  see  a  c/mrch  state,  whereinto  there  "enters  nothing  which  defiles."  This 
great  man  hath  himself,  in  one  of  hia  own  treatises,  observed  it:  "The 
ofBcers  and  brethren  of  the  church  are  but  men,  who  judge  by  the  outward 
appearance.  Therefore  their  judgment  is  fallible,  and  hath  deceived;  as 
we  see  in  the  judgment  of  the  apostles,  and  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  con- 
cerning Ananita  and  Sapphira ;  and  in  that  of  Philip  and  the  church  in 
Samaria,  concerning  Simon  Magus.  Their  duty  is  to  proceed  as  far  as  men 
may,  by  rule,  with  due  moderation  and  gentleness,  to  try  them  who  offer 
themselves  to  fellowship,  whether  they  be  believers  or  not ;  refusing  known 
hypocrites:  though  when  they  have  done  all  they  can,  close  hypocrites 
will  creep  in."  And  now  I  might  entertain  my  reader,  I  hope,  with  a 
profitable,  I  am  sure  with  a  very  prodigious  history:  I  will  on  this  occa- 
sion relate  most  "horrible  things  done  in  the  land;"  which  this  good  man 
saw,  to  confirm  his  own  observation :  but  I  will  take  a  fitter  occasion  for  it. 
§  11.  After  this,  the  remaining  days  of  this  eminent  person  were  worn 
away  under  the  unhappy  temptations  of  a  wilderness.  It  so  hapjjened 
that  the  most  part  of  the  first  church  in  Boston,  the  metropolis  of  the 
colony,  out  of  respect  unto  his  vast  abilities,  had  applied  themselves  unto 
him,  to  succeed  those  famous  lights,  Cotton,  and  Norton,  and  Wilson,  who 
having  from  that  "  golden  candlestick  "  illuminated  the  whole  country, 
were  now  gone  to  shine  in  an  higher  orb.     His  removal  from  New-Haven 
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waa  clogged  with  many  temptatio^a  difficulties;  (for,  Miraculi  instar,  viloe 
Iter  SI  hnguin^  sine  Offensione  Percurrere:*)  but  he  broke  through  them  all, 
in  expectation  to  do  what  he  judged  would  be  a  more  comprehensive  service 
unto  the  churches  of  New-England,  than  could  have  been  done  by  him 
in  his  now  undistinguished  colony.  On  this  occasion,  if  I  should  mention 
that  lamentable  observation  of  old  Epiphanius,  who  says,  "I  have  known 
some  confessors,  who  delivered  up  their  body  and  their  spirit  for  the  Lord, 
and,  persevering  in  confession  and  charity,  obtained  great  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  their  faith,  and  excelled  in  piety,  humanity,  and  religion,  and 
were  continual  in  fastings,  and  in  a  word,  flourished  in  vertue:  and  these 
very  men  were  blemished  with  some  vice,  as  either  they  were  prone  to 
reproach  men,  or  would  swear  profanely,  or  were  over  talkative,  or  were 
prone  to  anger,  or  got  gold  and  silver,  or  were  defiled  with  some  such  filth : 
which  nevertheless  detract  not  from  the  just  praises  of  their  vertue." — 
I  must  add  upon  it,  that  Mr.  Davenport  was  a  confessor  flourishing  in 
vertue,  upon  whom  they  that,  upon  the  score  of  his  removal,  were  most 
of  all  dissatisfied  at  him,  would  not  yet  charge  those  unhappy  blemishes: 
and  if  any  good  men,  in  the  sifiiTig  times,  did  count  him  either  too  straight, 
or  too  high,  in  some  of  his  apprehensions;  nevertheless,  these  things  also 
detract  not  from  the  just  praises  of  his  vertue. 

§  12.  So  rich  a  treasure  of  the  best  gifts  as  was  in  our  Davenport,  was 
well  worth  coveting  by  the  considerahlest  church  of  the  land.  He  was  a 
most  incomparable  preacher,  and  a  man  of  more  tban  ordinary  accom- 
plishments; a  prince  of  preachers,  and  worthy  to  have  been  a  preacher  to 
princes:  he  had  been  acquainted  with  great  men,  and  great  things,  and 
was  great  himself,  and  had  a  great  fame  abroad  in  the  world;  yea,  now  he 
was  grown  old,  like  Mosca  his  "  force  was  not  abated."  And  the  character 
which  I  remember  that  old  pagan  historian,  Diodorus  the  Sicilian,  gave 
of  our  Moses,  every  body  was  ready  to  give  of  our  Davenport,  "He  was  a 
man  of  a  great  soul,  and  very  powerful  in  his  hfe,"  But  his  removal  did 
seem  too  much  to  verifle  an  observation,  by  the  famous  Dr.  Tuckney  thus 
expressed;  "It  is  ill  transplanting  a  tree  that  thrives  in  the  soil;"  for 
accepting  the  call  of  Boston-Church,  in  the  year  1667,  that  church,  and 
the  world,  must  enjoy  him  no  longer  than  till  the  year  1670:  when  on 
March  15,  aged  seventy  two  years,  he  was  by  apoplexy  fetched  away  to  that 
glorious  world,  where  the  spirits  of  Cotton  and  Davenport  are  together  in 
heaven,  as  their  bodies  are  now  in  one  tomb  on  earth. 

§  13.  His  constant  and  various  employments  otherwise,  would  not  permit 
him  to  leave  many  printed  effects  of  his  judicious  industry,  besides  those 
few  already  mentioned:  although  he  were  so  close  and  bent  a  student,  that 
the  rude  Pagans  themselv-es  took  much  notice  of  it,  and  the  Indian  salv- 
ages in'the  neigbourhood  would  call  him,  "So  big  study  man."  Only  there 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  faithful  a  savoury  treatise  of  his,  entituled,  "  The 
Saints'  Anchor-Ebld;"  in  the  preface  whereof,  a  Duumvirate  of  renowned 

*  It  would  ben  miraclo  if  oue  sbonld  tnakeaulODgaJournerorUfeirllfaoDtencoinileringeainestunibUns-slOBe. 


Hcs,.ot,Ck)ogle 


330  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEEICANA; 

men;  to  wit,  Mr.  Hook,  and  Mr,  Caryl,  give  this  attestation:  "As  toucHng 
the  author  of  this  Treatise,  in  whose  heart  the  text  was  written  lay  the 
finger  of  God,  before  the  discourse  was  penned  by  his  own  hand ;  his  piety, 
learning,  gravity,  experience,  judgment,  do  not  more  commend  him  to  all 
that  know  him,  than  this  work  of  his  may  commend  it  self  to  them  that 
read  it."  The  Christian  faith  has  also  been  solidly  and  learnedly  main- 
tained by  hira,  in  a  discourse  long  since  published,  for  the  "demonstration 
of  our  blessed  Jesus,  to  be  the  true  Messias."  Nor  would  I  forget  a  sermon 
of  his  on  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3,  at  the  anniversary  court  of  election  at  Boston, 
1669,  afterwards  published.  Among  the  many  which  he  hath  preiixed 
unto  the  books  of  other  authors,  I  know  not  whether  his  excellent  epistle 
before  Mr.  Scudder's  "Daily-walk,"  may  not,  for  the  worth  of  it,  be  reck- 
oned it  self  a  hook,  as  the  book  it  self  was  the  directory  of  his  own  dailj/ 
waUc.  Moreover,  there  is  published  a  treatise  of  his  under  this  title,  "  The 
Power  of  Congregational  Churches  f  in  the  preface  whereof  Mr.  Nathanael 
Mather,  (at  this  time  the  worthy  and  well-known  Pastor  of  such  a  church 
in  the  city  of  London,)  has  these  very  significant  expressions  concerning 
him:  "Certain  it  is,  the  principles  held  forth  in  this  treatise  cost  the  rev- 
erend author  not  only  many  sufferings,  but  also  many,  very  many  sad 
searchings,  and  much  reading  and  study,  on  set  purpose,  accompanied  with 
manifold  prayers  and  cries  to  the  Father  of  Lights,  for  light  therein.  After 
all  which,  he  was  more  confirmed  in  them,  and  attained  to  such  comfort- 
able clearness  therein,  as  bore  him  up  with  much  inward  peace  and  satis- 
faction, under  all  his  affiictions,  on  the  account  of  his  perswasion  in  these 
points.  And  so  perswaded,  lived,  and  so  died  this  grave  and  serious 
spirited  man."  There  is  likewise  published,  "A  Discourse  ahout  Civil 
Government,  in  a  Hew  Plantation,  whose  design  is  Religion:'"  in  the  title 
page  whereof  the  name  of  Mr.  Cotton  is,  by  a  mistake,  put  for  that  of  Mr. 
Davenport.  And  there  was  lately  transcribed  for  the  press,  from  hia 
notes,  a  large  volume  of  accurate  and  elaborate  sermons,  on  the  whole 
book  of  Canticles.  But  the  death  of  the  gentleman  chiefly  concerned  in 
the  intended  impression,  proved  the  death  of  the  impression  it  self. 

§  14.  To  conclude;  there  will  be  but  an  unjust  account  given  of  the 
things  preached  and  written  by  this  reverend  man,  if  we  do  not  mention 
one  singular  favour  of  Heaven  unto  him.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  the 
earliest  of  the  primitive  times,  the  faithful  did,  in  a  literal  sense,  believe 
the  "second  coming"  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  rising  and  reigning 
of  the  saints  with  him,  a  thousand  years  before  the  "rest  of  the  dead  live 
again;"  a  doctrine  which,  however,  some  of  later  years  have  counted  it 
Iteretical;  yet,  in  the  days  of  Irenffius,  was  questioned  by  none  but  such 
as  were  counted  hereticks,  'Tis  evident,  from  Justin  Martyr,  that  this 
doctrine  of  the  Chiliad  was  in  his  days  embraced  among  all  orthodox  Chris- 
tians; nor  did  this  kingdom  of  our  IJord  begin  to  be  doubted  until  the 
kingdom  of  antichrist  began  to  advance  into  a  considerable  figure;  and 
then  it  fell  chiefly  under  the  reproaches  of  such  men  as  were  fain  to  deny 
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the  divine  authority  of  the  boot  of  Revelation,  and  of  the  second  Epistle 
of  Peter.  He  is  a  stranger  to  antiquity  wlio  does  not  find  and  own  the 
ancients  generally  of  the  perswasion,  which  is  excellently  summed  up  in 
those  words  of  Lactantius:  Vemet  Summt  et  maximi  Dd  Mliua.  Verum 
ille,  cum  deleverit  injustitiam,  Judidumque  maximum  fecerit,  ac  Justos,  qui  a 
Principio  fuerunt,  ad  vitam,  Mestauraverit,  Milk  Annoa  inter  Homines  Versa- 
hitur,  eosque  JiisUsdmo  Im'peria  reget.^  Nevertheless,  at  last  men  came, 
not  only  to  lay  aside  the  modesty  expressed,  by  one  of  the  first  considerable 
Anti-Millenaries— namely,  Jerom — when  he  said,  Qucb  licet  non  sequamur, 
tame/t  condemnare  non  possumus,  eo  quod  multi  Yirorum  Eccledasticorum  et  ■ 
Martynim,  isla  dixerint;f  but  also  with  violence  to  persecute  the  millenary 
tmih  as  an  heretical  pravity.  So  the  mystery  of  our  Iiord's  "appearing  in 
his  kingdom,"  lay  buried  in  Popish  darkness,  till  the  light  thereof  had  a 
fresh  davm,  since  the  antichrist  entred  into  the  last  half  time  of  the  period 
allotted  for  him ;  and  now,  within  the  last  few  sevens  of  years,  as  things 
grow  nearer  to  accomplishment,  learned  and  pious  men,  in  great  numbers 
every  where,  come  to  receive,  explain,  and  maintain  the  old  faith  about  it. 
But  here  was  the  special  favour  of  Heaven  to  our  Davenport,  that  so  many 
years  ago,  when  in  both  Englands  the  true  notion  of  the  Chiliad  was 
hardly  apprehended  by  as  many  divines  of  note  as  there  are  mouths  of 
NiUis,  yet  this  worthy  man  clearly  saw  into  it,  and  both  preached  and 
wrote  those  very  things  about  the  future  state,  and  coming  of  the  Lord,  the 
calling  of  the  Jews,  and  the  first  and  second  resurrection  of  the  dead,  which 
do  now  of  late  years  get  more  ground  against  the  opposition  of  the  other- 
vjise  minded,  and  find  a  kinder  entertainment  among  them  that  "search 
the  Scriptures:"  and  whereof  he  afterwards,  when  he  was  an  old  man, 
gave  the  world  a  little  taste,  in  a  judicious  preface  before  a  most  learned 
and  nervous  treatise,  composed  by  one  that  was  then  a  young  man,  about 
"the  mystery  of  the  salvation  of  Israel."  Even,  then,  so  long  ago  it  was, 
that  he  asserted,  "A  personal,  visible,  powerful,  and  glorious  coming  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  judgment,  long  before  the  end  of  the  world." 
But  thus  we  take  our  leave  of  tliis  renowned  man,  and  leave  him  rest- 
ing in  hope  to  stand  in  his  lot  at  that  end. 

EPITAPHIUM. 

JOHANNES  DAVENPORTDS; 

In  PoTtum  Delatus. 

Vivus,  Nov-Angliie,  ac  Ecelcsiie  OraaiBentom, 

Mmiaas,  UtriusqaeTfiste  Decideriain.t 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WESTERN   CHURCHES; 
OR,  THE  LIFE  OF  MR.  THOMAS  K0I3KEB, 

D  PASTOE  OF  HARTFOSD  CHURCH,  AND  HILAR  OP  COKNECTICUI  COIOSY, 


ESSAYED  BY  COTTON  MATHEE. 


TO   THE   CHURCHES   ID   THE   COLOMY   OF   COMffKCTICUTi 

Although  tlic  providence  of  Heaven,  whereby  the  bounds  of  people  are  set,  hath  carried 
you  so  far  westward,  thut  some  hu,ve  pleasantly  said,  "the  last  conflict  with  antichrist  must 
be  in  your  colony ;"  yet,  I  believe,  you  do  not  reckon  your  selves  removed  beyond  the  reach 
of  templathn  and  comtplion.  "Tfis  a  great  work  that  you  have  done,  lor  our  Lord  Jesua 
Christ,  in  forming  a  colony  of  evangelical  churches  for  hira,  where  Satan  alone  had  reigned 
without  controul  in  all  former  ages;  but  your  incomparable  Hooker,  who  was  one  of  the 
greatest  in  the  foundation  of  that  work,  was  in  his  day  well  aware  that  Satan  would  make 
all  the  haste  he  could,  unhappily  to  get  all  buried  in  the  degeneracies  of  ignorance,  world- 
liness,  and  profanity.  To  advise  you  of  your  dangers,  and  uphold  the  life  of  religion  among 
you,  I  presume  humbly  to  lay  before  you  the  life  of  that  excellent  man,  who,  for  learning, 
wisdom,  and  religion,  was  a  pattern  well  worthy  of  perpetual  consideration.  Having  served 
my  own  province  with  the  history  of  no  less  thaii  four  famous  Johns,  all  fetched  from  one 
church,  I  was,  for  certain  special  causes,  unwilling  to  have  it  compliuned,  as  once  it  was  of 
the  disciples,  "Thomas  was  not  with  them:"  wherefore  I  was  willing  to  make  this  appendix 
unto  that  history,  confessing  that  through  want  of  informaUon  I  have  underdone  in  this, 
more  than  in  any  part  of  the  composure;  yet  so  done,  that  I  hope  the  good  hand  of  the 
Lord,  whom  !  have  designed  therein  to  glorifle,  will  make  what  is  done  to  be  neither  unac- 
ceptable nor  unprofitable  unto  his  people.  Cotton  Mathbe. 


^wtfTvif  TWi)  'ExxXiitfiuv  ^tfiTvj^iwv.f     The  Life  of  Mr,  Thomas  IIookes. 

§  1.  When  Toxaris  met  with  his  countryman  Anacharais  in  Athens,  he 
gave  him  this  invitation,  "Gome  along  with  me,  and  I  will  shew  thee  at 
once  all  the  wonders  of  Grreeee :"  wherenpon  he  shewed  him  Solon,  as  the 
person  in  whom  there  centered  all  the  glories  of  that  city  or  country.  I 
shall  now  invite  my  reader  to  behold  at  once  the  "  wonders"  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  it  is  in  one  Thomas  Hooker  that  he  shall  hehold  them :  even  in 
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that  Hooker,  whom  a  worthy  writer  would  needs  call  "Saint  Hooker," 
for  the  same  reason,  (he  said)  and  with  the  sajae  Jreedom  that  Latimer  wonld 
speak  of  Saint  Bilaey,  in  his  commemorations.  'Tia  that  Hooker,  of  whom 
I  may  venture  to  say,  that  the  famous  Ilomaniat,  who  wrote  a  book.  Be 
Trihis  7'homis;  or,  Of  Three  TAomiM's— meaning  Thomas  the  Apostle, 
Thomas  Becket,  and  Sir  Thomas  More — did  not  a  thousandth  part  so  well 
sort  bis  Thomas's,  as  a  New-Euglander  might,  if  he  shonld  write  a  book, 
De  Dvobus  Thomte:  or  Of  Two  Thomas'a;  and  with  Thomas  the  Apostle, 
joya  our  celebrious  Thomas  Hooker:  my  one  Thomas,  even  our  apostolical 
Hooker,  would  in  just  balances  weigh  down  two  of  Stapelton's  rebellious 
Archbishops  or  bigoted  Lord  Chancellors.  'Tis  he  whom  I  may  call,  as 
Theodoret  called  Ireu£ens,  "  The  light  of  the  western  churches." 

§  2.  This  our  Hooker  was  born  at  Marfield,  in  Leicestershire,  about  the 
year  1586,  of  parents  that  were  neither  unable  nor  unwilling  to  bestow 
upon  him  a  liberal  education;  whereto  the  early  and  lively  sparkles  of 
wit  observed  in  him  did  very  much  encourage  them.  His  natural  temper 
was  cheerful  and  courteous;  but  it  was  accompanied  with  such  a  sensible 
grandeur  of  mind,  as  caused  his  friends,  without  the  help  of  astrology,  to 
prognosticate  that  he  was  born  to  be  c&nsiderahle.  The  influence  which 
be  had  upon  the  reformation  of  some  growing  abuses,  when  he  was  one 
of  the  proctors  in  the  university,  was  a  thing  that  more  eminently  signal- 
ized him,  when  his  more  pubhck  appearance  in  the  world  was  coming  on: 
which  was  attended  with  an  advancement  unto  a  fellowship  in  Emanuel 
CoUedge,  in  Cambridge ;  the  students  whereof  were  originally  designed 
for  the  study  of  divinity. 

%  3.  With  what  ability  and  fidelity  he  acquitted  himself  in  his  fellowship, 
it  was  a  thing  sensible  unto  the  whole  university.  And  it  was  while  he 
was  in  this  employment  that  the  more  effectual  grace  of  God  gave  him  the 
experience  of  a  true  regeneration.  It  pleased  the  spiW(  of  Q-od  very  pow- 
erfully to  break  into  the  soul  of  this  person  with  such  a  sense  of  his  being 
exposed  unto  the  just  iff-aiA  of  Heaven,  as  filled  him  with  most  unusual 
degrees  of  horror  and  anguish,  which  broke  not  only  his  rest,  but  his 
heart  also,  and  caused  him  to  cry  out,  "While  I  suffer  thy  terrors,  0  Lord, 
I  am  distracted  1"  While  he  long  had  a  soul  harassed  with  such  distresses, 
he  had  a  singular  help  in  the  prudent  and  piteous  carriage  of  Mr.  Ash, 
who  was  the  Sizer  that  then  waited  upon  him;  and  attended  him  with 
such  discreet  and  proper  compassions,  aa  made  liim  afterwards  to  respect 
him  highly  all  his  days.  He  afterwards  gave  this  account  of  himself, 
"That  in  the  time  of  his  agonies,  he  could  reason  himself  to  the  rule,  and 
xtnclude  that  there  was  no  way  but  submission  to  God,  and  lying  at  the 
bot  of  his  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  waiting  humbly  there,  till  he  should 
Jease  to  perswade  the  soul  of  his  fav;our:  nevertheless,  when  he  came  to 
ipply  this  rule  nnto  himself  in  his  own  condition,  his  reasoning  would  fail 
lira,  he  was  able  to  do  nothing,"    Having  been  a  considerable  while  thus 
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troubled  with  suc"h  impressions  for  the  "spirit  of  bondage,"  as  were  to  fit 
him  for  the  great  services  and  enjoyments  wliieh  God  intended  him,  at 
length  he  received  the  "spirit  of  adoption,"  with  well-grounded  perawa- 
sions  of  his  interest  in  the  new  covenant.  It  became  his  manner,  at  hia 
lying  down  for  sleep  in  the  evening,  to  single  out  some  certain  promise  of 
God,  which  he  would  repeat  and  ponder,  and  keep  his  heart  close  unto  it, 
until  he  found  that  satisfaction  of  soul  wherewith  he  could  say,  "I  will 
lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep;  for  thou,  0  Lord,  makest  me  dwell  in 
assurance."  And  he  would  afterwards  counsel  others  to  take  the  same 
course;  telling  them,  "That  the  promise  was  the  boat  which  was  to  carry 
a  perishing  sinner  over  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

§  4.  Mr.  Hooker  being  now  well  got  through  the  siarm  of  soul,  which 
had  helped  him  unto  a  most  experim^al  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  way  of  employing  and  applying  those  truths,  he  was 
willing  to  serve  the  Church  of  God  in  the  ministry,  whereto  he  was 
devoted.  At  his  first  leaving  of  the  university,  he  sojourned  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Drake,  a  gentleman  of  great  note,  not  far  from  London ;  whose 
worthy  consort  being  visited  with  such  distresses  of  soul  as  Mr.  Hooker 
himself  had  passed  through,  it  proved  an  unspeakable  advantage  unto 
both  of  them  that  he  had  that  opportunity  of  being  serviceable ;  for  indeed 
he  now  had  no  swperiour,  and  scarce  any  equal,  for  the  skill  of  treating  a 
troubled  soul.  When  he  left  Mr.  Drake's  family,  he  did  more  publickly 
and  frequently  preach  about  London;  and  in  a  little  time  he  grew  famous 
for  his  ministerial  abilities,  but  especially  for  his  notable  faculty  at  the 
wise  and  fit  management  of  wvunded  spirits.  However,  he  was  not  ambi- 
tious to  exercise  his  rainisti-y  among  the  great  ones  of  the  world,  from 
whom  the  most  of  preferment  might  be  expected;  but  in  this,  imitating 
the  example  and  character  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  of  whom  'tis  noted  that, 
according  to  the  prophesie  of  Isaiah,  by  him,  "The  poor  had  the  gospel 
preached  unto  them;"  he  chose  to  be  where  great  numbers  of  tJie  poor 
might  receive  the  gospel  from  him. 

§  5.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Mr.  Hooker  grew  into  a  most  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Rogers  of  Dedham;  who  so  highly  valued  him  for 
his  multifarious  abilities,  that  he  used  and  gained  many  endeavours  to  get 
him  settled  at  Colchester;  whereto  Mr.  Hooker  did  very  much  incline, 
because  of  its  being  so  near  to  Dedham,  where  he  might  enjoy  the  labours 
and  lectures  of  Mr.  Rogers,  whom  he  would  sometimes  call,  "The  prince 
of  all  the  preachers  in  England."  But  the  providence  of  God  gave  an 
obstruction  to  that  settlement;  and,  indeed,  it  was  an  observation  which 
Mr,  Hooker  would  sometimes  afterwards  use  unto  his  friends,  "That  the 
providence  of  God  often  diverted  him  from  employment  in  such  places  as 
he  himself  desired,  and  still  directed  him  to  such  places  as  he  had  nc 
thoughts  of."  Accordingly,  Chelmsford  in  Essex,  a  town  of  great  cou' 
course,  wanting  one  to  "break  the  bread  of  life"  unto  them,  and  hearing 
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the  fame  of  Mr.  Hooker's  powerful  ministry,  addressed  him  to  Ijecome 
their  lecturer;  and  he  accepted  their  offer  about  the  year  1626,  becoming 
not  only  their  lecturer,  but  also  on  the  Lord's  days  an  assistant  unto  one 
Mr,  Mitchel,  the  incumbent  of  the  place,  who,  though  he  were  a  smaller, 
yet  being  a  godly  person,  gladly  encouraged  Mr.  Hooker,  and  lived  with 
him  in  a  most  comfortable  amity. 

I  6.  Here  his  lecture  was  exceedingly  frequented,  and  proportionably 
succeeded;  and  the  light  of  his  ministry  shone  through  the  whole  county 
of  Essex.  There  was  a  rare  mixture  of  pleasure  and  profit  in  his  preach- 
ing; and  his  hearers  felt  those  penetrating  impressions  of  his  ministry 
upon  their  souls  which  caused  them  to  reverence  him,  as  "a  teacher  sent 
from  God,"  He  had  a  most  excellent  faculty  at  the  applications  of  his 
doctrine;  and  he  would  therein  so  touch  the  consciences  of  his  auditors, 
that  a  judicious  person  would  say  of  him,  "  He  was  the  best  at  an  use  that 
ever  he  heard."  Hereby  there  was  a  great  reformation  wrought,  not  only 
in  the  town,  but  in  the  adjacent  country,  from  all  parts  whereof  they  came 
to  "hear  the  wisdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  in  his  gospel,  by  this 
worthy  man  dispensed:  and  some  of  great  quality  among  the  rest,  would 
often  resort  from  far  to  his  assembly ;  particularly  the  truly  noble  Earl  of 
Warwick,  whose  countenance  of  good  ministers  procured  more  prayers 
to  God  for  him  than  most  noble-men  in  England. 

When  he  first  set  up  his  lecture,  there  was  more  profaneness  than  devo- 
tion in  the  town;  and  the  multitude  of  inns  and  shops  in  the  town  pro- 
duced one  particular  disorder,  of  people's  filling  the  streets  with  unsuitable 
behaviour,  after  the  publick  services  of  the  Lord's  day  were  over.  But 
by  the  power  of  his  ministry  in  publick,  and  by  the  prudence  of  his  car- 
riage in  private,  he  quickly  cleared  the  streets  of  this  disorder,  and  the 
Sabbath  came  to  be  very  visibly  sanctifled  among  the  people. 

§  7.  The  joy  of  the  people  in  this  light  was  "but  for  a  season,"  The 
conscientious  n on- conformity  of  Mr,  Hooker  to  some  rites  of  the  church 
of  England,  then  vigorously  pressed,  especially  upon  such  able  and  use- 
ful ministers  as  were  most  likely  to  be  laid  aside  by  their  scrupling  of 
those  rites,  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  lay  down  his  ministry  in  Chelms- 
ford, when  he  had  been  about  four  years  there  employed  in  it.  Hereupon, 
at  the  request  of  several  eminent  persons,  he  kept  a  school  in  his  own- 
hired  house,  having  one  Mr.  John  Eliot  for  his  usher,  at  little  Baddow, 
not  far  from  Chelmsford ;  where  he  managed  his  charge  with  such  discre- 
tion, with  such  authority,  and  such  efficacy,  that,  able  to  do  more  with  a 
word  or  a  look  than  most  other  men  could  have  done  by  a  severer  disci- 
pline, he  did  very  great  service  to  the  church  of  God,  in  the  education  of 
such  as  aflerwards  proved  themselves  not  a  little  serviceable.  I  have  in 
my  hands  a  manuscript,  written  by  the  hands  of  our  blessed  Eliot, 
wherein  he  gives  a  very  great  account  of  the  little  academy  then  main- 
tained in  the  house  of  Mr.  Hooker;  and,  among  other  things,  he  says; 
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"To  this  place  I  was  called,  through  the  infinite  riches  of  God's  mercy  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  my  poor  soul :  for  here  the  Lord  said  unto  my  dead  soul, 
live;  'and  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  I  do  live,  and  I  shall  lire  for  everl 
When  I  came  to  this  blessed  family  I  then  saw,  and  never  before,  the 
power  of  godliness  in  its  lively  vigour  and  efficacy." 

§  8.  While  he  continued  thus  in  the  heart  of  Essex,  and  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  there,  he  signalized  his  usefulness  in  many  other  instances. 

The  godly  ministers  round  about  the  country  would  have  recourse 
unto  him,  to  he  directed  and  resolved  in  their  difficult  cases;  and  it  was  by 
his  means  that  those  godly  ministers  held  their  monthly  meetings,  foi  fasting 
and  prayer,  and  profitable  conferences.  'Twaa  the  effect  of  his  (misultations, 
also,  that  such  godly  ministers  came  to  be  here  and  there  settled  in  several 
parts  of  the  country;  and  many  others  came  to  be  better  established  in 
some  great  pointe  of  Christianity,  by  being  in  his  neighbourhood  and 
acquaintance.  He  was  indeed  a  general  blessing  to  the  church  of  God! 
But  that  which  hindred  his  taking  hia  degree  of  Batahelhr  in  Divinity,  must 
also,  it  seems,  tinder  his  being  a  preacher  of  Divinity,  namely,  bis  being 
a  non-confprmist  unto  some  things,  whereof  true  divinity  could  not  approve. 
And  indeed  that  which  made  the  silencing  of  Mr.  Hooker  more  unac- 
countable, was,  that  no  less  than  seven- and -forty  conformable  ministers  of 
the  neighbouring  towns,  understanding  that  the  Bishop  of  London  pre- 
tended Mr.  Hooker's  ministry  to  be  injurious  or  offensive  to  them,  sub- 
scribed a  petition  to  the  Bishop  for  hia  continuance  in  the  ministry  at 
Chelmsford;  in  which  petition,  though  he  was  of  a  perswasion  so  diiferent 
from  them,  yet  they  testifie,  in  so  many  words,  "  That  they  esteem  and 
know  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker  to  be  for  doctrine,  orthodox ;  for  life 
and  conversation,  honest;  for  disposition,  peaceable,  and  in  no  wise  turbu- 
lent or  factious,"  And  yet  all  would  not  avail:  Bonus  vir  Hookerus, 
sed  idea  malm,  quia  Puritanus.* 

I  9.  The  ground-work  of  his  knowledge  and  study  of  the  arts,  was  in 
the  tables  of  Mr.  Alexan.der.Ilichardson,  whom  he  closely  followed,  admir- 
ing him  for  a  man  of  transcendent  ability,  and  a  most  exalted  piety; 
and  would  say  of  him,  "  That  he  was  a  master  of  so  much  understanding, 
that,  like  the  great  army  of  Gideon,  he  was  too  many  to  be  employed  in 
doing- what  was  to  be  done  for  the  church  of  God."  This  most  eminent 
Richardson  leaving  the  university,  lived  a  private  life  in  Essex,  whither 
many  students  in  Cambridge  resorted  unto  him,  to  he  illuminated  in  the 
abstruser  parts  of  learning;  and  from  him  it  was  that  the  incomparable 
Doctor  Ames  imbibed  those  principles,  both  in  philosc^hy  and  in  divinity, 
which  afterwards  not  only  gave  clearer  methods  and  measures  to  all  the 
liberal  arts,  but  also  fed  the  whole  church  of  God  with  the  choicest 
marrow.  Nevertheless,  this  excellent  man,  as  he  lived,  so  he  died  in  a 
most  retired  obscurity;  but  so  far  as  a  metempsyehosis  was  attainable,  the 
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soul  of  bim — I  mean  the  notious,  the  accomplishments,  the  dispositions  of 
that  great  soul— transmigrated  into  our  most  Richardsonian  Hoofcer, 

%  10.  As  his  person  was  thus  adorned  with  a  well-grounded  learning, 
80  his  preaching  was  notably  set  off  with  a  liveliness  extraordinary:  inso- 
much that  I  cannot  give  a  /idler,  and  yet  briefer  description  of  him,  than 
that  which  I  find  given  of  BucWltzeri-that -pattern  of  ,j?reac^ers,  before 
him:  Vivida  tn  eo  omnia  fuerunt,  vivida  wx,  vividi  oeult,  vividcB  manus, 
gestus  omnes  vividi:*  he  W(m  aii  that  he  was,  and  he  did  all  that  he  did, 
unto  the  life!  He  not  only  had  that  which  Quintilian  calls,  "A  natural 
moveablenesa  of  soul,"  whereby  the  distinct  images  of  things  would  come 
so  nimbly,  and  yet  so  fitly  into  his  mind,  that  he  could-  utter  them  with 
fluent  expressions,  as.  the  old  orators  would  usually  ascribe  unto  a  special 
assistance  of  Heaven,  [Deum  tunc  Adfuisse,  veteres  Oratores  aid>anty[  and 
counted  that  men  did  therein  THElos  legein,  or  speak  divinely;  but  the 
rise  of  this  fluency  in  him,  was  the  divine  relish  which  he  had  of  the  things 
to  be  spoken,  the  sacred  panting  of  his  holy  soul  after  the  glorious  objects 
of  the  invisible  world,  and  the  true  neal  of  religion  giving  fire  to  hia  dis- 
courses. Whence,  though  the  ready  and  noisy  performances  of  many 
preachers,  when  they  are,  as  Plato  speaks,  theatrou  westoi,  or  full  of 
the  tJieatre,  acting  to  the  height  in  the  publick  for  their  applause,  may  be 
ascribed  unto  very  mechanical  principles ;  yet  the  vigour  in  the  ministry  of 
our  Hooker,  being  raised  by  a  "coal  from  the  altar"  of  a  most  real  devo- 
tion, touching  his  heart,  it  would  be  a  wrong  unto  the  good  Spirit  of  our 
God,  if  he  should  not  be  acknowledged  the  author  of  it.  That  Spirit 
accordingly  gave  a  wonderful  and  unusual  success  Unto  the  ministry 
wherein  he  breathed  so  remarkably.  Of  that  success  there  were  many 
instances ;  hut  one  particularly  I  find  mentioned  in  Clark's  examples,  to 
this  purpose;  A  profane  person,  designing  therein  only  an  ungodly  diver- 
sion and  merriment,  said  unto  his  companions,  "  Come,  let  us  go  hear  what 
that  bawling  Hooker  will  say  to  us;"  and  thereupon,  with  an  intention  to 
make  sport,  unto  Chelmsford  lecture  they  came.  The  man  had  not  been 
long  in  the  church,  before  the  quick  and  powerful  word  of  God,  in  the  mouth 
of  liis  faithful  Hooker,  pierced  the  soul  of  him ;  he  came  out  with  an 
awakened  and  a  distressed  soul,  and  by  the  further  blessing  of  God  upon 
Mr.  Hooker's  ministry,  he  arrived  unto  a  tnie  conversion;  for  which  cause 
he  would  not  afterwar<ls  leave  that  blessed  ministry,  but  went  a  thousand 
leagues  to  attend  it  and  enjoy  it.  Another  memorable  thing  of  this  kind, 
was  this;-  it  was  Mr.  Hooker's  manner  once  a  year  to  visit  his  native 
county ;  and  in  one  of  those  visits,  he  had  an  invitation  to  preach  in  the 
great  church  of  Leicester,  One  of  the  chief  burgesses  in  the  town  much 
apposed  his  preaching  there;  and  when  he  could  not  prevail  to  hinder 
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it,  he  set  certain  fidhrs  at  wort  to  disturb  him  m  the  church  porch  or 
chureh-yard.  But  such  was  the  vivacity  of  Mr  Hooker,  as  to  proceed  in 
what  he  was  about,  without  either  the  damping  of  his  mind,  or  the  drown- 
ing of  his  voice;  whereupon  the  man  himself  went  unto  the  church  door 
to  over-hear  what  he  said.  It  pleased  God  so  to  accompany  some  words 
uttered  by  Mr.  Hooker,  as  thereby  to  procure,  first  the  attention  and  then 
the  conviction  of  that  wretched  man;  who  then  came  to  Mr  Hookei  with 
a  penitent  confession  of  his  wickedness,  and  became  indeed  so  penitent 
a  convert,  as  to  be  at  length  a  sincere  jtfo/asso)- and  jprac'i'e/  of  the  godliness 
whereof  he  had  been  a,  persecutor. 

I  11.  The  spiritual  court  sitting  at  Chelmsford,  about  the  year  1630,  had 
not  only  silenced  Mr.  Hooker,  but  also  bound  him  over  in  a  bond  of  fifty 
pound  to  appear  before  the  high  commission,  which  he  could  not  now  attend, 
because  of  an  ague  then  upon  him.  One  of  his  hearers— namely,  Mr.  Nash, 
a  very  honest  yeoman,  that  rented  a  great  farm  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
at  Much-Waltham — was  bound  in  that  sum  for  his  appearance ;  but  as  Paul 
was  advised  by  bis  friends  that  he  would  not  venture  into  the  theatre  at 
Ephesus,  thus  Mr.  Hooker's  friends  advised  him  to  forfeit  his  bonds,  rather 
than  to  throw  him  self  any  further  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  Where- 
fore, when  the  day  for  his  appearance  came,  his  honest  surety  being  reim- 
bursed by  several  good  people  in  and  near  Chelmsford,  sent  in  the  forfeited 
sum  into  the  court;  and  Mr,  Hooker  having,  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
a  courteous  and  private  recess  provided  for  his  family  at  a  place  called  Old 
Park,  for  which  I  find  the  thanks  of  Dr.  Hill  afterwards  publickly  given 
in  hia  dedication  of  Mr.  Fenner's  treatise  about  impenitency,  he  went  over 
to  Holland.  In  his  passage  thither,  he  q^uickly  had  occasion  to  discover 
himself,  when  they  were  in  eminent  hazard  of  shipwreck  upon  a  shelf  of 
sand,  whereon  they  ran  in  the  night;  but  Mr.  Hooker,  like  Paul,  'with  a 
remarkable  confidence,  assured  them  that  they  should  be  preserved ;  and 
they  had  as  remarkable  a  deliverance.  I  have  also  heard  that  when  he  fled 
fix)m  the  pursevants,  to  take  his  passage  for  the  Low-Countries,  at  his  last 
parting  with  some  of  his  friends,  one  of  them  said,  "Sir,  what  if  the  wind 
should  not  be  fair,  when  you  come  to  the  vessel?"  Whereto  he  instantly 
replied,  "Brother,  let  us  leave  that  with  Him  who  keeps  the  wind  in  the 
hollow  of  hia  hand :"  and  it  was  observed  that,  although  the  wind  was  cross 
until  he  came  aboard,  yet  it  immediately  then  came  about  fair  and  fresh, 
and  he  was  no  sooner  under  sail,  but  the  officer  arrived  at  the  sea-side,  hap- 
faly  too  lato  now  to  come  at  him ;  which  minds  me  of  what  befel  Dr.  Good- 
win, not  long  after.  That  great  man  lay  wind-bound  in  hourly  suspicions 
that  the  pursevants  would  stop  hia  voyage,  and  seize  his  person  before  the 
wind  would  favour  his  getting  away  for  Holland.  In  this  distress,  humbly 
praying  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  a  more  propitious  wind,  he  yet  said, 
"Lord,  if  thou  hast  at  this  time,  any  poor  servant  of  thine  that  wanta  this 
wind  more  than  I  do  another,  I  do  not  ask  for  the  changing  of  it;  I  sub' 
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niit  unto  it."    And  immediately  the  wind  eame  about  unto  the  right  point, 
aad  carried  him  clear  from  hia  pursuers. 

§  12.  Arriving  in  Holland,  he  was  iavited  unto  a  settlement  with  old 
Mr.  Paget ;  but  the  old  man  being  secretly  willing  that  Mr.  Hooker  should 
not  accept  of  this  invitation,  he  contrived  many  ways  to  render  him  sus- 
pected unto  the  dassis  on  a  suspicion  that  he  favoured  the  Brownists;  unto 
whom  he  had,  indeed,  an  extream  aversion.  The  misunderstandings  oper- 
ated so  far  as  to  occasion  Mr.  Hooker's  removal  from  Amsterdam;  not- 
withstanding he  had  so  fully  expressed  himself  when,  in  hia  answer  to  one 
of  Mr.  Paget'a  CLuestiooa,  he  declared  in  these  words,  "  To  separate  from 
the  faithful  assemblies  and  churches  in  England,  as  no  churches,  is  an  error 
in  judgment,  and  sin  in  practice,  held  and  maintained  by  the  Brownists; 
and  therefore  to  communicate  with  them  in  their  opinion  or  practice  is 
sinful  and  utterly  unlawfnl,  and  cite  should  be  taken  to  prevent  offence, 
either  by  encouraging  them  m  their  way,  or  by  drawing  others  to  a  further 
approbation  of  that  way  than  is  meet  '  Going  from  Amsterdam,  he  went 
unto  Delft;  where  he  was  mo'.t  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Forbs,  an  aged  and 
holy  Scotch  minister,  undei  whcse  ministry  many  English  merchants  were 
then  settled.  The  text  whereon  he  first  preached  at  his  coming  thither, 
was  Phii,  i.  29,  "To  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  believe,  but  also  to  suffer;" 
and  after  that  sermon  Mr.  Forbs  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enjoy  the 
fellowship  of  Mr.  Hooker  in  the  work  of  the  gospe! ;  which  he  did  for 
about  the  space  of  two  years ;  in  all  which  time  they  lived  so  like  brethren, 
that  an  observer  might  say  of  them,  as  they  said  of  Basil  and  Naaianzen, 
"They  were  but  one  soul  in  two  bodies;"  and  if  they  had  been  for  any 
little  while  asunder,  they  still  met  with  such  friendly  and  joyful  congratu- 
lations, as  testified  a  most  affectionate  satisfaction  in  each  other's  company. 
§  13.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  he  had  a  call  to  Rotterdam;  which  he 
the  more  heartily  and  readily  accepted,  because  it  renewed  his  acquaint- 
ance with  his  invaluable  Dr.  Ames,  who  had  newly  left  hia  place  in  the 
Frisian  University.  With._bim  he  spent  the  residue  of  his  time  in  Hol- 
land, and  assisted  him  in  composing  some  of  his  discourses,  which  are, 
"His  Fresh  Suit  against  the  Gei-emonies :"  for  such  was  the  regard  which 
Dr.  Ames  had  for  him,  that  notwithstanding  his  vast  ability  and  experi- 
ence, yet,  when  it  came  to  the  narrov)  of  any  question  about  the  instituted 
worsfdp  of  Qod,  he  would  still  profess  himself  conquered  by  Mr.  Hooker's 
reason ;  declaring  that,  "  though  he  had  been  acquainted  with  many  scholars 
of  divers  nations,  yet  he  never  met  with  Mr.  Hooker's  equal,  either  for 
preaching  or  for  disputing."  And  such  was  the  regard  which,  on  the  other 
side,  he  had  for  Dr.  Ames,  that  he  would  say,  "If  a  scholar  was  but  well 
studied  in  Dr.  Ames  his  Medulla  Theologice,^  and  Casus  ConsdentiiK,-]'  so  as  to 
understand  them  thoroughly,  they  would  make  him  (supposing  him  versed 
in  the  Scriptures)  a  good  divine,  though  he  had  no  more  books  in  the 
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world."  But  having  tarried  in  Holland  long  enougli  to  see  tlie  state  of 
religion  in  the  churches  there,  he  became  satisfied  that  it  was  neither  eligible 
for  Aim  to  tarry  in  that  coantry,  nor  convenient  for /jwyrieiirfs  to  he  invited 
thither  aft«r  him,  I  have  at  this  time  in  my  hands  his  letter  from  Rotter- 
dam to  Mr.  Cotton,  wherein  are  these  words: 

"The  state  of  these  provinces,  to  my  weak  eye,  seems  wonderfiiUy  ticklish  and  niiserable. 
For  the  better  part,  heart  reli^on,  they  content  themselves  with  very  forma,  tJiough  much 
blemished;  but  the  power  of  godliness,  for  oug-ht  I  ean  see  or  hear,  they  know  not;  and  if 
it  were  thoroughly  pressed,  T  fear  least  it  will  be  fiercely  opposed.  My  ague  yet  holds  me; 
the  ways  of  God's  providence,  wherein  he  has  walked  towards  me,  in  this  long  time  of  my 
sickness,  and  wherein  I  have  drawn  forth  many  wearyish  houra,  under  his  Almighty  hund 
(blessed  be  his  name)  together  with  pursuits  and  btinishment,  which  have  waited  upon  me, 
as  one  wave  follows  another,  have  driven  me  to  rvn  amazement:  his  paths  being  too  secret 
and  past  finding  out  by  snch  an  ignorant,  worthless  worm  as  my  self  I  have  looked  over  my 
heart,  «nd  life,  according  to  my  measure;  aimed  and  guessed  as  well  as  I  could;  and  entreated 
his  Majesty  to  make  known  his  niiud,  wherein  1  missed;  and  yet  metliinks  I  cannot  spell  out 
readily  the  purpose  of  his  proceedings;  which  I  confess  have  been  wonderful  in  miseries,  and 
more  than  wonderful  in  mercies  to  mo  and  mine," 

"Wherefore,  about  this  time,  understanding  that  many  of  his  friends  in 
Essex  were  upon  the  wing  for  a  imldemess  in  America,  where  they  hoped 
for  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  and  practise  the  ^ure  woraAip  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  churches  gathered  according  to  his  direction,  he  readily  answered 
their  invitation  to  accompany  them  in  this  undertaking.  Dr.  Ames  had 
a  design  to  follow  Mr.  Hooker;  but  he  died  soon  after  Mr,  Hooker's 
removal  from  Rotterdam.  However,  his  widow  and  children  afterwards 
came  to  New-England;  where,  having  her  house  burnt,  and  being  reduced 
unto  much  poverty  and  affliction,  the  charitable  heart  of  Mr.  Hooker  (and 
others  that  joined  with  him)  upon  advice  thereof,  comfortably  provided 
for  them, 

1 14.  Returning  into  England  in  order  to  a  further  voyage,  he  was 
quickly  scented  by  the  pursevants,  who  at  length  got  so  far  up  with  him 
as  to  knock  at  the  door  of  that  very  chamber  where  he  was  now  discours- 
ing with  Mr.  Stone,  who  was  now  become  his  designed  companion  and 
assistant  for  the  New-English  enterprize,  Mr.  Stone  was  at  that  instant 
smoking  of  tobacco,  for  which  Mr.  Hooker  had  been  reproving  him,  as 
being  then  used  by  few  persons  of  sobriety;  being  also  of  a  sudden  and 
pleasant  wit,  he  slept  unto  the  door,  with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth,  and  such 
an  air  of  speech  and  look,  as  gave  him  some  credit  with  the  officer.  Tlie 
officer  demanded.  Whether  Mr.  Hooker  were  not  there?  Mr.  Stone  replied 
with  a  braving  sort  of  confidence,  "  What  Hooker?  Do  you  mean  Hooker 
that  lived  once  at  Chelmsford!"  The  officer  answered,  '"Yes,  hel"  Mr. 
Stone  immediately,  with  a  diversion  like  that  which  once  helped  Athana- 
sius,  made  this  true  answer,  "If  it  be  he  you  look  for,  I  saw  him  about 
an  hour  ago,  at  such  an  house  in  the  town ;  you  had  best  hasten  thither 
after  him."     The  officer  took  this  for  a  sufficient  account,  and  went  his 
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wfiy;  but  Mr.  Hooker,  upon  this  intimation,  concealed  himself  more  care- 
fully and  securely,  till  he  went  on  board  at  the  Downs,  in  the  year  1633, 
the  ship  which  brought  him,  and  Mr.  Cotton,  and  Mr.  Stone  to  New-Eng- 
land: where  none  but  Mr,  Stone  was  owned  for  a  preacher,  at  their  first 
coming  aboard;  the  other  two  delaying  to  take  their  turns  in  the  pnblick 
worship  of  the  ship,  till  they  were  got  so  far  into  the  main  ocean,  that 
they  might  with  safety  discover  who  they  were. 

§  15.  Amongst  Mr.  Fenner's  works,  I  find  some  imperfect  and  shattered, 
and  I  believe,  injurious  notes  of  a  farewel  sermon  upon  Jer.  xiv.  9,  "We 
are  called  by  thy  name,  leave  us  not:"  which  farewel  sermon  was  indeed 
Mr.  Hooker's,  at  his  leaving  of  England.  There  are  in  those  fragments 
of  a  sermon,  some  very  pathetical  and  most  prophetkal  passages,  where 
some  are  these: 

"It  is  not  gold  and  prosperity  which  makes  God  to  be  our  God;  there  is  more  gold  in  the 
West-Indies  than  there  is  in  ali  Christendom;  but  it  is  God's  ordinances  in  the  yertue  of 
(hem,  that  show  the  presence  of  God." 

Again,  "Is  not  England  ripe?  Is  she  not  weary  of  God!  Nay,  sho  is  fed  fat  for  the 
slaughter." 

Otiue  more,  "England  hath  seen  hei'  best  days,  and  now  evil  days  are  befalling  us," 

"And,  tliou,  England,  which  hast  been  lifted  up  to  heaven  with  means,  shall  be  abased 
and  brought  down  to  hell;  foe  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been  done  in  Ihee,  had  been 
done  in  India  or  Turkey,  they  would  have  repented  ere  this." 

These  passages  I  quote,  that  I  may  the  more  effectually  describe  the 
apprehensions  with  which  this  worthy  man  took  hi&fareicd  of  his  native 
country. 

But  there  is  one  strange  passage  in  that  sermon,  that  I  know  not  what 
well  to  ihinh  of;  and  yet  it  is  to  be  tkoughl  of,  I  remember,  'tis  a  passage 
in  the  life  of  the  reverend  old  Elackerby,  who  died  in  the  year  1648, 
"  That  he  would  often  say  it  was  very  probable  the  English  nation  would 
be  sorely  punbhed  by  the  French :  and  that  he  believed  Popery  would 
come  in,  but  it  would  not  last,  nor  could  it  recover  its  former  strength." 
The  notable  fulfilment  which  that  passage  hath  seen,  would  carry  one  to 
consider  the  unaccountable  words  which  our  Hooker  uttered  in  his  farewel 
sermon.  'Tis  very  likely  that  the  scribe  has  all  along  wronged  the  sermon ; 
but  the  words  now  referred  unto,  are  of  this  purport,  "That  it  had  been 
told  him  from  God,  that  God  will  destroy  England,  and  lay  it  waste ;  and 
that  the  people  shoold  be  put  nnto  the  sword,  and  the  temples  burnt,  and 
many  houses  laid  in  ashes,"  Long  after  this,  when  he  lived  at  Hartford 
in  New-England,  his  friends  that  heard  that  sermon,  having  the  news  of 
the  miseries  upon  England,  by  the  civil  wars,  brought  unto  them,  enquired 
of  him,  "Whether  this  were  not  the  time  of  God's  destroying  England, 
whereof  he  had  spoken?"  He  replied,  "No;  this  is  not  the  time;  there 
will  be  a  time  of  respite  after  these  wars,  and  a  time  wherein  God  will  fur- 
ther try  England;  and  England  will  further  sin  against  him,  and  shew  an 
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antipathy  against  the  government  of  the  Lord  Jesua  Christ  in  his  church; 
his  royal  power  in  the  governing  thereof  will  be  denied  and  rejected. 
There  wilt  therefore  a  time  come,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  jilciiJ 
his  own,  and  his  own  cause,  and  the  cause  of  them  who  have  suffered  fur 
their  fidelity  to  her  institutions:  he  will  plead  it  in  a  more  dreadful  way, 
and  break  the  nation  of  England  in  pieces,  like  a  potter's  vessel.  Then 
a  man  shall  be  precious  as  the  gold  of  Ophir;  but  a  small  remilant  sliall 
be  left:  and  afterward  God  will  raise  up  churches  to  himself,  after  his  own 
heart,  in  his  own  time  and  way,"  God  knows  what  there  may  bo  in  this 
prediction. 

§  16.  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Cotton  were,  for  their  different  genius,  the 
Luther  and  Melancthon  of  New-England;  at  their  arrival  unto  which  coun- 
try, Mr.  Cotton  settled  with  the  church  of  Boston,  but  Mr.  Hooker  with 
the  church  of  New-Town,  having  Mr.  Stone  for  his  assistant.  Inexpres- 
sible now  was  the  joy  of  Mr.  Hooker,  to  find  himself  surrounded  with  his 
friends,  who  were  come  over  the  year  before,  to  prepare  for  his  reception ; 
with  open  arms  he  embraced  them,  and  uttered  these  words,  "Now  I  live, 
if  you  stand  fast  in  the  Lord."  But  such  multitudes  flocked  over  to  New- 
England  after  them,  that  the  plantation  of  New-Town  became  too  straight 
for  them;  and  it  was  Mr.  Hooker's  advice  that  they  should  not  incur  the 
danger  of  a  Sitna,  or  an  Esek,  where  they  might  have  a  Kehoboth.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  month  of  June,  1636,  they  removed  an  hundred  miles 
to  the  westward,  with  a  purpose  to  settle  upon  the  delightful  banks  of 
Connecticut  Eiver:  and  there  were  about  an  hundred  persons  in  the  first 
company  that  made  this  removal;  who  not  being  able  to  walk  above  ten 
miles  a  day,  took  up  near  a  fortnight  in  the  jourqey;  having  no  pillows 
to  take  their  nightly  rest  upon,  but  such  as  their  father  Jacob  found  in 
the  way  to  Padan-Aram.  Here  Mr.  Hooker  was  the  chief  instrument  of 
beginning  another  colony,  as  Mr.  Cotton,  whom  he  left  behind  him,  was 
of  preserving  and  perfecting  that  colony  where  he  left  him;  for,  indeed, 
each  of  them  were  the  oracle  of  their  several  colonies. 

§  17,  Though  Mr.  Hooker  had  thus  removed  from  the  Mass achu set-bay, 
yet  he  sometimes  came  down  to  visit  the  churches  in  that  bay :  bnt  when 
ever  he  came,  he  was  received  with  an  affection  like  that  which  Paul  found 
among  the  Galatians;  yea,  'tis  thought  that  once  there  seemed  some  inti- 
mation from  Heaven,  as  if  the  good  people  had  overdone  in  that  affection; 
for  on  May  26,  1639,  Mr,  Hooker  being  here  to  preach  that  Lord's  day  in 
the  afternoon,  his  great  fame  bad  gathered  a  vast  multitude  of  hearers  from 
several  other  congregations,  and,  among  the  rest,  the  governonr  himself, 
to  be  made  partaker  of  his  ministry.  But  when  he  came  to  preach,  he 
found  himself  so  unacconntably  at  a  loss,  that  after  some  shattered  and 
broken  attempts  to  proceed,  he  made  a  full  stop ;  saying  to  the  assembly, 
"That  every  thing  which  be  would  have  spoken,  was  taken  both  out  of 
Lis  mouth  and  out  of  his  mind  also;"  wherefore  he  desired  them  to  sing  a 
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psalm,  while  lie  withdrew  about  half  aa  hour  from  them :  returniag  then 
to  the  congregation,  he  preached  a  most  admirable  sermon,  wherein  he 
held  them  for  two  hours  together  in  an  extraordinary  strain  both  of  per- 
tinency and  vivacity. 

Ailer  sermon,  when  some  of  hia  friends  were  speaking  of  the  Lord's 
thus  withdrawing  his  assistance  from  him,  he  humbly  replied,  "We  daily 
confess  that  we  have  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing,  without  Christ;  and 
what  if  Christ  will  make  this  manifest  in  us,  and  on  ua,  before  our  con- 
gregations? What  remains,  but  that  wc  be  humbly  contented?  and  what 
manner  of  discouragement  is  there  in  all  of  this?"  Thus  content  was  he 
to  be  nullified,  that  the  Lord  might  be  magnified! 

§  18.  Mr.  Hooker,  that  had  been  born  to  serve  many,  and  was  of  such 
a  publick  spirit  that  I  find  him  occasionally  celebrated  in  the  life  of  Mr, 
Angier,  lately  published,  for  one  who  would  be  continually  inquisitive 
liow'it  fared  with  the  church  of  God,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  on  purpose 
that  he  might  order  his  prayers  and  cares  acoordiDgly:  [which,  by  the 
way,  makes  me  think  on  Mr.  Firmin'a  words:  "I  look  on  it  (saith  he)  as 
an  act  of  a  grown  Christian,  whose  interest  in  Christ  is  well  cleared,  and 
hia  heart  walking  close  with  God,  to  be  really  taken  up  with  the  publick 
interest  of  Christ"]  He  never  took  his  opportunity  to  serve  himseli^  but 
lived  a  sort  of  exile  all  his  days,  except  the  last  fourteen  years  of  his  life, 
among  his  own  spiritual  children  at  Hartford;  however,  here  also  he  was 
an  exile.  Accordingly,  where-ever  he  came,  he  lived  like  a  stranger  in 
the  world!  When  at  the  Land's-end,  he  took  his  last  sight  of  England, 
he  said,  "  Farewel,  England !  I  expect  now'  no  more  to  see  that  religious 
zeal,  and  power  of  godliness  which  I  have  seen  among  professors  in  that 
land!"  And  he  had  sagacious  and  prophetical  apprehensions  of  the 
declensions  which  would  attend  "reforming  churches,"  when  they  came 
to  enjoy  a  place  of  liberty:  he  said,  "That  adversity  had  slain  its  thou- 
sands, but  prosperity  would  slay  its  ten  thousands!"  He  feared,  "That 
they  who  had  been  lively  Christians  in  the  fire  of  perseeutioa,  would  soon 
become  cold  in  the  midst  of  universal  peace,  except  some  few,  whom  God 
by  sharp  tryals  would  keep  in  a  faithful,  watchful,  humble,  and  praying 
frame."  But  under  these  pre-apprehcnsions,  it  was  his  own  endeavour  to 
beware  of  abating  his  own  first  love !  and  of  ao  watchful,  so  prayerful,  so 
fruitful  a  spirit  was  Mr,  Hooker,  that  the  spirit  of  prophecy  it  self  did 
seem  to  grant  him  some  singular  afBations.  Indeed,  every  wise  man  is  a 
prophet;  but  one  so  eminently  acquainted  with  Scripture  and  reason,  and 
church-history,  as  our  Hooker,  must  needs  be  a  seer,  from  whom  singular 
prognostications  were  to  be  expected.  Accordingly,  there  were  many 
thing's  prognosticated  by  him,  wherein  the  future  state  of  New-England, 
particularly  of  Connectiuut,  has  been  so  much  concerned,  that  it  is  pity 
they  should  be  forgotten.  But  I  wUl  in  this  history  record  only  two  of 
his  predictions.     One  was,  "That  God  woidd  punish  the  wanton  spirit  of 
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the  professors  in  this  country,  with  a  sad  want  of  able  men  in  all  orderfl." 
Another  was,  "That  in  certain  places  of  great  light  here  einned  against, 
there  would  break  forth  such  horrible  sins,  as  would  be  the  amazement 
of  the  world. 

§  19.  He  was  a  man  of  prayer,  which  was  indeed  a  ready  way  to  become 
a  man  of  God.  He  would  say,  "  Tbat  prayer  was  the  principal  part  of  a 
minister's  work:  'twas  by  this,  that  he  was  to  carry  on  the  rest.  Accord- 
ingly, he  still  devoted  one  day  in  a  month  to  private  prayer,  with  fasting, 
before  the  Lord,  besides  the  publick  fasts,  which  often  occurred  unto  him. 
He  would  say,  "That  such  extraordinary  favours,  as  the  life  of  religion, 
and  the  power  of  godliness,  must  be  preserved  by  the  frequent  use  of  such 
extraordinary  means  as  frayer  with  fasting;  and  that  if  professors  grow 
negligent  of  these  means,  iniquity  will  abound,  and  the  loVe  of  many  wax 
cold."  Nevertheless,  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  he  affected  strength  rather 
than  length;  and  though  he  had  not  so  much  variety  in  his  publick  pray- 
ing as  in  his  publick  preaching,  yet  he  always  had  a  seasonable  respect 
unto  present  occasions.  And  it  was  observed  that  his  prayer  was  usually 
like  Jacob's  ladder,  wherein  the  nearer  he  came  to  an  end,  the  nearer  he 
drew  towards  heaven;  and  he  grew  into  such  rapturous  pleadings  with 
God,  and  praisings  of  God,  as  made  some  to  say,  "That  like  the  master 
of  the  feast,  he  reserved  the  best  wine  until  the  last."  Nor  was  the  won- 
derful success  of  hia  prayer,  upon  special  concerns,  unobserved  by  the 
whole  colony;  who  reckoned  him  the  Moses,  which  turned  away  the  wrath 
of  God  from  them,  and  obtained  a  blast  &om  heaven  upon  their  Indian 
Amalekites,  by  his  uplifted  hands,  in  those  I'emarkable  deliverances  which 
they  sometimes  experienced.  It  was  veiy  particularly  observed,  when 
there  was  a  battel  to  be  fought  between  the  Narraganset  and  the  Monhe- 
gin  Indians,  in  the  year  1643.  The  Narraganset  Indians  had  complotted 
the  ruine  of  the  English,  but  the  Monhegin  were  confederate  with  us;  and 
a  war  now  being  between  those  two  nations,  much  notice  was  taken  of 
the  prevailing  importunity,  wherewith  Mr.  Hooker  urged  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  great  promise  unto  the  people  of  God,  "I  will  bless  them 
that  bless  thee,  but  I  will  curse  him  that  curses  thee."  And  the  effect  of 
it  was,  that  the  Narragansets  received  a  wonderful  overthrow  from  the 
Monhegins,  though  the  former  did  three  or  four  to  one  for  number  exceed 
the  latter.  Such  an  Israel  at  prayer  was  our  Hooker  I  And  this  praying 
pastor  was  blessed;  as,  indeed,  such  ministers  use  to  be,  with  a  praying 
people:  there  fell  upon  his  pious  people  a  double  portion  of  the  Spirit 
which  they  beheld  in  him. 

§  20.  That  reverend  and  excellent  man,  Mr.  Whitfield,  having  spent 
many  years  in  studying  of  books,  did  at  length  take  two  or  three  years  to 
study  men;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  design,  having  acquainted  himself 
with  the  most  considerable  divinea  in  England,  at  last  he  'fell  into  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Hooker;  concerning  whom,  he  afterwards  gave  this 
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testimony:  "That  he  had  not  thought  there  had  been  such  a  man  on 
earth;  a  man  in  whom  there  shone  so  many  exoellenciea,  (is  were  in  this 
incomparable  Hooker;  a  man  in  whom  learning  and  wisdom  were  so 
tempered  with  zeal,  hoiioess,  and  watchfulness."  And  the  same  observer 
having  exactly  noted  Mr.  Hooker,  made  this  remark,  and  gave  this  report 
more  particularly  of  Lim,  "  That  he  had  the  best  command  of  his  own 
spirit  which  he  ever  saw  in  any  man  whatever."  For  though  ho  were 
a  man  of  a  cholerick  disposition,  and  had  a  mighty  vigour  and  fervour  of 
spirit,  which,  as  occasion  served  was  wondrous  useful  unto  him,  yet  he 
had  ordinarily  as  much  government  of  his  choler  as  a  man  has  of  a  mas- 
tiff dog  in  a  chain;  he  "could  let  out  his  dog,  and  pull  in  his  dog,  as 
he  pleased."  And  another  that  observed  the  heroical  spirit  and  courage 
with  which  this  great  man  fulfilled  his  ministry,  gave  this  account  of  him, 
"He  was  a  person  who,  while  doing  his  Master's  work,  would  put  a  king 
in  his  pocket." 

Of  this  there  was  an  instance,  when  the  Judges  were  in  their  circuit 
present  at  Chelmsford,  on  a  fast  kept  throughout  the  nation,  Mr.  Hooker 
then,  in  the  presence  of  the  Judges,  and  before  a  vast  congregation, 
declared  freely  the  sins  of  England,  and  the  plagues  that  would  come  for 
such  sins;  and  in  his  prayer  he  besought  the  God  of  heaven  to  set  on  the 
heart  of  the  King  what  his  own  mouth  had  spoken,  in  the  second  chapter 
of  Malachi,  and  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  verses,  [in  his  prayer  he  so  dis- 
tinctly quoted  iti]  "An  abomination  is  committed,  Jndah  hath  married 
the  daughter  of  a  strange  God,  the  Iiord  will  cut  off  the  man  that  doeth 
this."  Though  the  Judges  turned  unto  the  place  thus  quoted,  yet  Mr. 
Hooker  came  into  no  trouble ;  but  it  was  not  long  before  the  kingdom  did. 
§  21.  He  was  indeed  of  a  very  condescending  spirit,  not  only  towards 
his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  but  also  towards  the  meanest  of  any  Christians 
whatsoever.  He  was  very  willing  to  sacrifice  his  own  apprehensions  into 
the  convincing  reason  of  another  man;  and  very  ready  to  acknowledge 
any  mistake,  or  failing,  in  himself.  ■  I'll  give  one  example:  there  happened 
a  damage  to  be  done  unto  a  neighbour,  immediately  whereupon,  Mr. 
Hooker  meeting  with  an  unlucky  boy,  that  often  had  his  name  up  for 
the  doing  of  such  mischiefs,  he  fell  to  chiding  of  that  boy  as  the  doer  of 
this.  The  boy  denied  it,  and  Mr.  Hooker  still  went  on  in  an  angry  man- 
ner, charging  of  him;  whereupon  said  the  boy,  "Sir,  I  see  you  are  in  a 
passion,  I'll  say  no  more  to  you:"  and  so  ran  away,  Mr.  Hooker,  upon 
further  enquiry,  not  finding  that  the  boy  could  be  proved  guilty,  sent  for 
him;  and  having  first  by  a  calm  question,  given  the  boy  opportunity  to 
renew  his  denial  of  the  fact,  he  said  unto  him:  "Since  I  cannot  prove  the 
contrary,  I  am  bound  to  believe;  and  I  do  believe  what  you  say:"  and 
then  added:  "Indeed,  I  was  in  a  passion  when  I  spake  to  you  before;  it 
was  my  sin,  and  it  is  my  shame,  and  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it:  and  I  hope 
ia  God  I  shall  be  more  watchful  hereafter."     So,  giving  the  boy  some 
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good  counsel,  tlie  poor  lad  went  away  extrcamly  affected  with  sucb  a  c;ir- 
riage  in  so  good  a  man;  and  it  proved  an  occasion  of  good  unto  the  soul 
of  the  lad  all  his  days. 

On  this  occasion  it  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Hooker  did  much  ahound  in 
acts  of  charity.  It  was  no  rare  thing  for  him  to  give  sometimes  five  pound, 
sometimes  t«n  pound  at  a  timCj  towards  the  support  of  widows  and  orphans, 
especially  those  of  deceased  ministers. 

Thus  also,  when  the  people  at  Southampton,  twenty  leagues  from  Hart- 
ford, wanted  corn,  Mr.  Hooker,  alid  some  few  that  joined  with  them,  sent 
them  freely  a  whole  bark's  load  of  corn  of  many  hundred  bushels,  to 
relieve  them.  Thus  he  had  those  that  Chrysostom  calls  luXXoyio'lJ.ous  avavrij- 
fi^oue,  unanswerable  syhgUms,  to  demonstrate  Christianity. 

§  22.  He  had  a  singular  ability  at  giving  answers  to  cases  of  conscience ; 
whereof- happy  was  the  experience  of  some  thonsands:  and  for  this  work 
he  usually  set  apart  the  second  day  of  the  week;  wherein  he  admitted  all 
sorts  of  persona,  in  their  discourses  with  him,  to  reap  the  benefit  of  the 
extraordinary  experience  which  himself  had  found  of  Satan's  devices. 
Once,  particularly,  Mr.  Hooker  was  addressed  by  a  student  in  divinity, 
who  entring  upon  his  ministry,  was,  as  the  most  useful  ministers  at  their 
entrance  thereupon  use^to  be,  horridly  buffeted  with  temptations,  which 
were  become  almost  intoIeraVile:  repairing  to  Mr.  Hooker  in  the  distresses 
and  anguishes  of  his  mind,  and  bemoaning  his  own  overwhelming  fears, 
while  the  lion  was  thus  roaring  at  him,  Mr.  Hooker  answered,  "I  can 
compare  with  any  man  living  for  fears  I  My  advice  to  you  is,  that  you 
search  out,  and  analyse  the  humbling  causes  of  them,  and  refer  them  to 
their  proper  places;. then  go  and  pour  them  out  before  the  Lord;  and 
they  shall  prove  more  profitable  to  you  than  any  books  you  can  read." 
But  Mr.  Hooker,  in  his  dealing  with  troubled  consciences,  observed  that 
there  were  a  sort  of  craily  and  guileful  souls,  which  he  would  find  out 
with  an  admirable  dexterity;  and  of  these  he  would  say,  as  Paul  of  the 
Cretians,  "They  must  be  reproved  sharply,  that  they  may  be  found  in  the 
fiiith;  sharp  rebukes  make  sound  Cbristians."  Indeed,  of  some  he  had 
compassion,  making  a  difference;-  and  others  he  saved  with  fear,  pulling  them 
oiiiof  the  fire. 

%  23.  Although  he  had  a  notable  hand  at  the  discussing  and  adjusting 
of  controversal  points,  yet  he  would  hardly  ever  handle  any  polemical 
divinity  in  the  pulpit;  but  the  very  spirit  of  his  ministry  lay  in  the  points 
of  the  most  practical  religion,  and  the  grand  concerns  of  a  sinner's  pre- 
paration for,  implantation  in,  and  salvation  by,  the  glorious  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  And  in  these  discourses  he  would  frequently  intermix  most 
affectionate  warnings  of  the  declensions  which  would  quickly  befai  the 
churches  of  New-England, 

His  advice  to  young  ministers  may  on  this  occasion  be  fitly  mentioned. 
It  was,  that  at  their  entrance  on  their  ministry,  they  would  with  careful 
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etudy  preact  over  the  wliole  body  of  diainity  methodically,  (even  in  the 
Amesian  method,)  whieh  would  acquaint  them  with  all  the  more  intelli- 
gible and  agreeable  texts  of  Scripture,  and  prepare  them  for  a  further 
acijuaintance  with  tlie  more  difficult,  and  furnish  them  with  abilities  to 
preach  on  whole  chapters,  and  all  occasioaal  subjects,  which  by  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  they  might  be  directed  unto. 

Many  volumes  of  the  sermons  preached  by  him  were  since  printed; 
and  this  account  is  to  be  given  of  them: 

While  he  was  fellow  of  Emanuel- College,  he  entertained  a  special  incli- 
nation to  those  principles  of  divinity  which  concerned  tlie'  a.-p'plka.twn  of 
redemption;  and  that  which  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  handling  of  those 
principles  was,  that  he  had  been  from  his  youth  trained  up  in  the  expe- 
rience of  those  humiliations  and  consolations^  and  sacred  communions,  which 
belong  to  the  new  creature,  and  he  had  most  critically  compared  his  own 
experieace  with  the  accounts  which  the  quick  and  powerful  word  of  God 
gives  of  those  glorious  things.  Accordingly,  he  preached  first  more 
briefly  on  these  points,  while  he  was  a  cateohist  in  Emanuel-GoHege,  in  a 
more  scholastick  way;  which  was  most  agreeable  to  his  present  station; 
and  the  notes  of  what  he  then  delivered  were  so  esteemed,  that  many 
copies  thereof  were  transcribed  and  preserved.  Afterwards  he  preached 
more  largely  on  those  points,  in  a  more  popular  way,  at  Chelmsford,  the 
product  of  which  were  those  hooks  o?  preparation  for  Christ,  contrition, 
humiliation,  vocation,  union  with  Christ,  and  communion,  and  the  rest,  which 
go  under  his  name;  for  many  wrote  after  him  in  short-hand;  and  some 
were  so  bold  as  to  publish  many  of  them  without  his  consent  or  knowl- 
edge; whereby  his  notions  came  to  be  deformedly  misrepresented  in 
multitudes  of  passages;  among  which  I  will  suppose  that  crude  passage 
which  Mr.  Giles  Firmin,  in  his  "-Real  Christian,"  so  well  confutes,  "That 
if  the  soul  be  rightly  humbled,  it  ia  content  to  bear  the  state  of  damna- 
tion,". But  when  he  came  to  New-England,  many  of  his  church,  which 
had  been  his  old  Essex  hearers,  desired  him  once  more  to  go  over  the 
points  of  God's  regenerating  works  upon  the  soul  of  his  elect;  until,  at  last, 
their  desires  prevailed  with  him  to  resume  that  pleasant  subject.  The  sub- 
ject hereby  came  to  have  a  third  concoction  in  the  bead  and  heart  of  one 
as  able  to  digest  it  as  most  men  living  in  the  world ;  and  it  was  his  design 
to  perfect  with  his  own  hand  his  composures  for  the  press,  and  thereby 
vindicate  both  author  and  matter  from  the  wrongs  done  to  both,  by  sur- 
reptitious editions  heretofore.  He  did  not  live  to  finish  what  he  intended; 
yet  a  worthy  minister,  namely,  Mr.  John  Higginson,  one  richly  able  him- 
self to  have  been  an  author  of  a  not  unlike  matter,  transcribed  from  his 
■manuscripts  near  two  hundred  of  these  excellent  sermons,  which  were  sent 
over  into  England,  that  they  might  be  published ;  but,  by  what  means  I 
know  not,  scarce  half  of  them  have  seen  the  light  imto  this  day.  How- 
ever, 'tis  possible  the  valuableness  of  those  that  are  published,  may  at  some 
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time  or  other  awaken  some  enquiries  after  the  unknown  hands  wherein 
the  rest  are  as  yet  concealed. 

§  24.  But  this  was  not  all  the  service  which  the  pen  of  Mr.  Hooker  did 
for  the  church  of  GrodI  It  was  his  opinion  that  there  were  two  great 
reserves  of  enquiry  for  this  age  of  the  world ;  the  first,  wherein  the  spiritual 
rule  of  our  Lord's  kingdom  does  consist,  and  after  what  manner  it  is  inter- 
nally revealed,  managed  and  maintained  in  the  souls  of  his  people?  The 
second,  after  what  order  the  government  of  our  Lord's  kingdom  is  to  be 
externally  managed  and  maintained  in  his  churches?  Accordingly,  hav- 
ing done  his  part  for  delivering  the  former  subject  from  •pimriaaical  for- 
mali^,  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  familistiaal  entlmsiasm  on  the  other,  he 
was,  by  the  solicitous  importunity  of  bis  friends,  prevailed  withal  to  com- 
pose a  treatise  on  the  other  subject  also.  Upon  this  occasion,  he  wrote 
his  excellent  book,  which  is  entituled,  "A  Survey  of  Church  Discipline;" 
wherein  having,  in  the  name  of  the  other  ministers  in  the  country,  as  well 
as  his  own,  professed  his  concurrence  with  holy  and  learned  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, as  to  the  number  and  nature  of  church-officers;  the  right  of  people 
to  call  their  own  officers;  the  unfitness  of  scandalous  persons  to  be  mem- 
bers of  a  visible  church ;  the  unwarrantableness  of  separation  from  churches 
for  certain  defective  circumstances;  the  lawfulness,  yea,  needfulness  of  a 
consociation  among  churches ;  and  calling  in  the  help  of  such  consociations, 
upon  emerging  difficulties ;  and  the  power  of  such  consociations  to  proceed 
against  a  particular  church,  pertinaciously  offending  with  a  sentence  of 
non-communion;  he  then  proceeds  to  consider,  a  church  congregational 
contpleatly  constituted  with  aU  its  officers,  having  fall  power  in  its  self  lo  exercise 
all  church  discipline,  in  all  the  censures  thereof;  and  the  interest  which  the 
consent  of  the  people  is  to  have  in  the  exercise  of  this  discipline.  The  first 
fair  and  full  copy  of  this  book  was  drowned  in  its  passage  to  England, 
with  many  seriomj  and  eminent  Christians,  which  were  then  buried  by 
shipwrack  in  the  ocean:  for  which  cause  there  was  another  copy  sent 
afterwards,  which,  through  the  pre-mature  death  of  the  author,  was  not 
so  perfect  as  the  former;  but  it  was  a  reflection  which  Dr.  Goodwin  made 
upon  it,  "The  destiny  which  hath  attended  this  book,  hath  visited  my 
thoughts  with  an  apprehension  of  something  like  omen  to  the  cause  it  self: 
that  after  the  overwhelming  of  it  with  a  flood  of  obloc^uies,  and  disadvan- 
tages and  misrepresentations,  and  injurious  oppressions  cast  out  after  it, 
it  might  in  the  time,  which  God  alone  hath  put  in  his  own  power,  be 
again  emergent."  He  adds,  "I  have  looked  for  this;  that  this  truth,  and 
all  that  should  be  said  of  it,  was  ordained  as  Christ,  of  whom  every  truth 
is  a  ray,  to  be  as  a  seed  (torn,  which,  unless  it  fall  to  the  ground  and  die, 
and  this  perhaps  together  with  some  of  the  persons  that  profess  it,  it  brings 
yet  forth  much  fruit,"  However,  the  ingenious  Mr.  Stone,  who  was  col- 
league to  Mr.  Hooker,  accompanied  this  book  with  a  little  epigram,  whereof 
these  were  the  concluding  disticks: 
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§  25.  In  his  administration  of  church  discipline  there  were  several 
things  as  imitable  as  observable.  As  he  was  an  hearty  friend  unto  the 
con-iodation  of  churches — and  hence  al!  the  time  that  he  lived,  the  pastors 
of  the  neighbouring  churches  held  their  frequent  meetings  for  mutual 
consultation  in  things  of  common  concerDment^— so,  in  his  own  particular 
church,  he  was  very  careful  to  have  every  thing  done  with  a  Christian 
moderation  and  unanimity.  Wherefore  be  would  have  nothing  publiokly 
propounded  unto  the  brethren  of  the  church,  but  what  had  been  first 
privately  prepared  by  the  elders;  and  if  he  feared  the  happening  of  any 
debate,  his  way  aforeband  was,  to  visit  some  of  the  more  noted  and  lead- 
ing brethren,  and  having  engaged  them  to  second  what  he  should  move 
unto  the  church,  he  rarely  missed  of  a  full  concurrence:  to  which  purpose 
be  would  say,  "The  elders  must  have  a  church  in  a  church,  if  they  would 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  church:"  and  he  would  say,  "The  debating 
matters  of  difference,  first  before  the  whole  body  of  the  church,  will  doubt- 
less break  any  church  in  pieces,  and  deliver  it  up  unto  loathsome  con- 
tempt." But  if  any  difficult  or  divided  agitation  was  raised  in  the  church, 
about  any  matter  offered,  he  would  ever  put  a  stop  to  that  publick  agita- 
tion, by  delaying  the  vote  until  another  meeting;  before  which  time,  he 
would  ordinarily,  by  private  conferences,  gain  over  such  as  were  unsatisfied. 
As  for  the  admission  of  communicants  unto  the  Lord's  table,  he  kept  the 
examination  of  them  unto  the  elders  of  the  eburcb,  as  properly  belong- 
ing unto  their  VKirh  and  charge;  and  with  his  elders  he  would  order  them 
to  make  before  the  whole  eburcb  a  profession  of  a  repenting  faith,  as  they 
were  able  or  willing  to  do  it.  Some,  that  could  unto  edification  do  it,  he 
put  upon  thus  relating  the  manner  of  their  conversion  to  God;  but  usu- 
ally they  only  answered  unto  certain  probatory  questions  which  were  ten- 
dered them;  and  so  after  their  names  bad  been  for  a  few  weeks  before 
signified  unto  the  congregation,  to  learn  whether  any  objection  or  excep- 
tion could  be  made  against  them,  of  any  thing  scandalous  in  their  conver- 
sations, now  consenting  unto  the  covenant,  they  were  admitted  into  the 
church  communion.  As  for  ecclesiastical  censures,  he  was  very  watch- 
ful to  prevent  all  procedures  unto  them,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the 
rules  of  our  Lord;  for  which  cause  (except  in  grosser  abominations)  when 
offences  happened,  he  did  his  utmost  that  the  notice  thereof  might  be 
extended  no  further  than  it  was  when  they  first  were  laid  before  him ;  and , 
having  reconciled  the  offenders  with  sensible  and  convenient  acknowl- 
edgements of  their  miscarriages,  he  would  let  the  notice  thereof  be  con- 
fined unto  such  as  were  aforeband  therewith  acquainted;  and  hence  there 
was  but  one  person  admonished  in,  and  but  one  person  excommunicated 
from,  the  church  of  Hartford,  in  all  the  fourteen  years  that  Mr.  Hooker 
lived  there.     lie  was  much  troubled  at  the  too  fl'cqucnt  censures  in  some 
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otlier  churches;  and  he  would  say,  "Church  censures  are  things  wherewith 
neither  we'  nor  our  fathers  have  been  acquainted  in  the  practice  of  them ; 
and  therefore  the  utmost  circumspection  is  needful,  that  we  do  not  spoil 
tbe  ordinances  of  God  by  our  management  thereof."  In  this  point  he  was 
liice  Beza,  who  defended  the  ordinance  of  excommunication  against  Eras- 
tus;  and  yet  he,  with  his  colleagues,  were  so  cautelous  in  the  use  of  it,  that 
in  eleven  years  there  was  but  one  excommunication  passed  in  all  Geneva. 
§  26.  He  would  say,  "  that  he  should  esteem  it  a  favour  from  God,  if  he 
might  live  no  longer  than  he  should  be  able  to  hold  up  lively  in  the  work 
of  his  place;  and  that  when  the  time  of  his  departure  should  come,  God 
would  shorten  the  time ;"  and  he  bad  his  desire.  Some  of  his  most  observant 
hearers  observed  an  astonishing  sort  of  a  cloud  in  his  congregation,  the 
last  Lord's  day  of  his  pubhck  mimstiy,  when  he  also  administred  the 
Lord's  supper  among  them,  ind  a  most  unaccountable  heaviness  and 
sleepiness,  even  in  the  most  watchful  Christians  of  the  place,  not  unlike 
the  drowsiness  of  the  disciples  w  hen  our  Lord  was  going  to  die ;  for  which 
one  of  the  elders  publickly  rebuked  them.  When  those  devout  people 
afterwards  perceived  that  this  was  the  last  sermon  and  sacrament  wherein 
they  were  to  have  the  presence  of  the  pastor  with  them,  'tis  inexpressible 
how  much  they  bewailed  their  unattentivenesa  nnto  his  farewel  dispensa- 
tions; and  some  of  them  could  enjoy  no  peace  in  their  own  souls  until 
they  had  obtained  leave  of  the  elders  to  confess  before  the  whole  congre- 
gation with  many  tears,  that  inadvertency.  But  as  for  Mr.  Hooker  him- 
self an  epidemical  sichness,  which  had  proved  mortal  to  many,  though  at 
first  small  or  no  danger  appeared  in  it,  arrested  him.  In  the  time  of  his 
sickness  he  did  not  say  much  to  the  standers-by;  but  being  asked  that  he 
would  utter  his  apprehensions  about  some  important  things,  especially 
about  the  state  of  New-England,  be  answered,  "I  have  not  that  work 
now  to  do;  I  have  already  declared  the  counsel  of  the  Lord:"  and  when 
one  that  stood  weeping  by  the  bed-side  said  unto  him,  "Sir,  you  are  going 
to  receive  the  reward  of  all  your  labours,"  he  replied,  "Brother,  I  am 
going  to  receive  mercy  1"  At  last  he  closed  his  own  eyes  with  his  own 
hands,  and  gently  stroaking  his  own  forehead,  with  a  smile  in  his  counte- 
nance, he  gave  a  little  groan,  and  so  expired  his  blessed  soul  into  the 
arms  of  his  feUoiv-servants,  the  holi/  angels^  on  July  7,  1647.  In  which 
last  hours,  the  glorious  peace  of  soul,  which  he  had  enjoyed  without  any 
interruption  for  near  thirty  years  together,  so  gloriously  accompanied 
him,  that  a  worthy  spectator,  then  writing  to  Mr,  Cotton  a  relation  thereof, 
made  this  reflection,  "Truly,  sir,  the  sight  of  his  death  will  make  me 
have  more  pleasant  thoughts  of  death,  than  ever  I  yet  had  in  my  life!" 

i  27.  Thus  lived  and  thus  died  one  of  the  first  three.  He,  of  whom 
the  great  Mr.  Cotton  gave  this  character,  that  he  did,  Agmen  dticere  et  domi- 
nari  in  Goncionibits,  gratia  Spiritus  Sancti  et  virtiUe  plenis."*  and  that  he 
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was,  Vir  Sohrtis  et  AcerHnii  judicii ;*  and  at  length  he  uttered  his  lament- 
ations in  a  funeral  elegy,  whereof  some  lines  were  these: 


This  was  hs  of  whom  his  pupil,  Mr.  Ash,  gives  this  testimony:  "For 
his  great  abilities  and  glorious  services,  both  in  this  and  in  the  other  Eng- 
land, he  deserves  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  them  whose  lives  are  of  late 
recorded."  And  this  was  he  of  whom  his  reverend  contemporary,  Mr. 
Ezekiel  Rogers,  tendered  this  for  an  epitaph;  in  every  line  whereof  me- 
thinks  the  writer  deserves  a  reward  equal  to  what  Virgil  had,  when  for 
every  lino,  referring  to  Marcellus  in  the  end  of  his  sisth  jEneid,  he  received 
a  sum  not  much  less  than  eighty  pounds  in  money,  or  as  ample  a  requital 
as  Cardinal  Kichlieu  gave  to  a  poet,  when  he  bestowed  upon  him  two  thou- 
sand sequins  for  a  witty  conceit  in  one  verse  of  but  seven  words,  upon 
his  coat  of  arms: 


But  aa  Ambrose  could  say  concerning  Theodosius,  Nbn  Totus  recesdt; 
reliquit  nobis  Liberos,  in  quibus  euin  dAemus  agnoscere,  et  in  quihus  ewm  Ger- 
nimus  et  Tenemus;^  thus  we  have  to  this  day  among  us,  our  dead  Hooker 
yet  living  in  his  worthy  son,  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker,  an  able,  faithful,  useful 
minister,  at  Farmington,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

EPITAPHIUM. 

THOMAS  HOOKER. 
Hea!  Fieias;  lieu!  prisca  Fides.X 

Or,  for  a  more  extended  epitaph,  we  may  take  the  abridgement  of  his 
Life,  as  offered  in  some  lines  of  Mr.  Elijah  Corlet  that  memorable  old 
school-master  in  Cambridge,  from  whose  education  our  colledge  and  coun- 
try has  received  so  many  of  its  tvortliy  men,  that  he  is  himself  worSiy  to 
have  his  name  celebrated  in  no  less  a  paragraph  of  our  church  history,  than 
that  wherein  I  may  introduce  him,  endeavouring  to  celebrate  the  name  of 
our  great  Hooker,  unto  this  purpose: 


Ipea  hmia^furcKt  m  tibi  Jura  pgli. 
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cig  Amicus  erat,  Pastatqae  I»aigai 


la  Eptscupue;  H^tia 


.aerymitfat  pertniiibugf  sndi 


IS  himmefit  aUit  et 


HiB  aitfd  of 
Kor  did  e'en 
Find  Trulb  ii 


o  Irnly,  thnl  we  n>in  would  stay 

tran^ttotheraalmBofday. 

Stilck™  in  heort,  in  (Oreign  cltmea  to  roam 

gmye  New-Enelnnd  flnds  ber  own. 

On  Holland'a  tmst,  his  iniich-en(fl,.bl«l  frau 

weH  than  ta  stem  the  dlgtil  of  Time, 

heeflBle,tore.,ewthypri.i.8l 

iifresb  Ihe  triumplia  or  thy  worth, 

loftier  deBliiij  nn  eatth. 

And  added  honour  to  thy  young  renown : 

Collets  1  vho  do3l  JUy  shine. 

Bich  in  the  gifts  of  heart  mid  loi«u8  anrt  mi 

CBielmsttoni:  hnnight  moBt  iwir  to  hparen, 

We  saw  Ihee  rendy,  waitlne:,  lo  depnrt. 

Thy  Blruggling,  thine  e 
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SEPIIER  JEREIM;  i.e.  LIBER  DEUM  TIMEITIUM 


DEAD  ABELS  YET  SPEARING,  AND  SPOKEN  OF. 


ME,  PKANOIH  HIGGINSON,  MR,  JOHN  AVEHY,  ME,  JONATHAN  BDRR,  MR.  GEORGE  PHILIPS, 

MR,   THOMAS    SHBPAED,    MH.  PETER   PEUDDEN,   AND   SEVERAL    OTHERS   or  NEW  HAVEN 

COLONY,  MR.  PETER  BULKLY,  ME,  EALPH  PARTRIDGE,  MR.  HENRY  DUNSTER,  MR.  EZE- 

TEI.    EOCEES,    ME,   NATHANAEL    EOGEES,    MR.  SAMUEL    MEWMAN,    ME.   SAMUEL 

STONE,  ME.  WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  MR,  JOHN  WARHAM,  ME,  HENEY  FLINT,  ME, 

EICHARD  MATHER,  ME.  ZECHARIAH  SYMMES,  MR.  JOHN  ALLiN,  ME.  CHARLES 

CHAUNCEY,  MR.  JOHN  PISK,  MR,  THOMAS  PARKER,  MR.  JAMES  NOYES, 

MR,  THOMAS  THACHER,  MR.  PETER  IIOBART,  MR.  SAMUEL  WHITING, 

ME,  JOHN  SHERMAN,  MR.  THOMAS  COBBET,  ME.  JOHN  WARD, 

MIMMI  MINISTERS  01  THE  GOSPEL  IN  THE  CHVECHES  OP  HEW-EHGLAKD, 


THE  SECOND  PART. 

Solus  Honor  Merilo  qui  datur,  ille  datur.i 


INTRODUCTIOH. 

Whes  the  incomparalile  Heveliua  waa  preparing  for  the  world  his  new,  and  rare,  and  moat 
accurate  "  Seleiiograplit/,"  his  design  was  to  advance  into  the  heavens  the  names  of  the  moat 
meritorioua  astronomers,  by  naming  from  them  the  several  diatingnishable  pai'ta  of  theplanel 
wliich  was  to  be  described  by  him;  so  that  In  the  moon  there  would  now  have  been  seen,  an 
Oeeanus  Copemkeus,  an  Oceanvs  Tychonicust  a  Mare  Keplerianum,  a  iuciis  GdUH/ci,  a  Palus 
MmsUini,  an  Jiisuia  Schdveriana,  a  Penm&iila  Oasmndt,  a  Mons  Mersenni,  a  Vallis  BuUiddt, 
ft  Sistus  Wendelitd,  a  Promonlorium  Cmgerianum,  a  Dusrtum  Linnananni,^  and  other  such 
denominations.  But,  npon  second  Ihoughls,  he  saw  that  this  could  not  be  done  without 
erfey  and  offence;  for  there  were  certain  places  more  emineni  than  others,  and  lie  miglit  hap. 
pen  to  assign  them  unto  such  persons  as  were  less  eminent  in  the  opinions  of  mankind  about 
their  merits ;  wherefore  he  ehose  rather  geographical  denomnations  for  the  Macida:  liimarcs,]\ 
which  were  now  to  be  distinguished. 

Reader,  there  is  a  number  of  divines  now  before  us,  demanding  tbeir  places  in  our  Church- 
History  ;  their  souls  are  in  the  heavens;  their  juztnes  also  should  be  there.    I  was  ttunlcing 
to  have  ranked  them  according  to  tlieir  merits;  I  would  have  ass^ed  then:  places,  according 
i  IloDour  deBerveil  is  hoDour  conferred, 
a^a  near  when  your  aimies,  liko  your  bodif^  ehall  be  ia1»^ 
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to  their  emwncies  in  Uie  cliurch  of  God.  But  finding  tliat  this  attempt  would  have  been 
invidious,  I  will  have  them  to  take  their  plucea,  aa  in  the  history  of  lives  uses  to  he  done, 
secwidmit  onnorum  emortualim  seriem — according  to  the  years  wherein  they  died. 

What  I  write  shall  he  written  with  all  Christian  veracity  and  fidelity.  Heaven  forbid  that  I 
should  indulge  my  pen  in  such  flourishing  flatteries  as  fill  the  live?  of  the  Lutheran  divines,  in 
the  eolleotiona  that  Witten  has  made  of  the  "  MemorvE  Theologonaa  tioslri  siEcuir  Vlarissi- 
Tttonim  renocala."*  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  in  any  one  instance  deserve  to  be  thought 
a  writer  of  saoh  legeruls,  as  they  generally  (and  it  may  be  sometimes  vwighiecrasly)  have 
reproached  the  lives  of  the  ancients,  writlen  hy  Simeon  Metaphrastea:  fori  will  uoweoufesB 
to  my  reader  one  thing  that  has  encouraged  me  in  my  endea,vour  to  preserve  tlie  memory 
of  these  worthy  men. 

I  read  inPi'ov.  x.  7,  "The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed;"  or,for  a  blessing:  and  I  know  the 
common  glosses  upon  it.  Butlliavemet  withanoteAfDr.Jennynle-thereupoii,  whichi  will 
now  count  as  worthy  to  bo  (ronscrtied,  as  I  have  heretofore  counted  it  worthy  tohe  pondered: 
"  The  Ysrj  rememiriiig  of  Uiem  [fflilli  he]  Bhall  bring  a  bSeasisf  to  such  ss  (to  thmmIm-  lUem,    God  will  bless 


I  viill  add,  that  es;ainples  do  strangely  charm  ns  into  imitation.  When  hdirtess  is  pressed 
upon  us,  we  are  prone  to  think,  that  it  is  a  doctrine  calculated  for  a^igels  and  spirits,  whose 
ifewffing-  is  not  witfi  flesh.  But  when  we  read  the  lives  of  them  that  excelled  in  holiness, 
though  they  were  persons  of  like  passions  with  our  selves,  the  conviction  is  wonderfni  and 
powerful.  Reader,  behold  loud  calls  to  holiness  from  those  who  said,  not,  Ite  ffluc;t  but, 
Venile  liuc,\  when  the  culls  were  uttered. 


LiLLiiii       ijjjili        its 

UmiS   IH-lIBlICAJUSlS  THE   HIE   01   it.   JBASeiS 
IIGtIISON. 

Semper  Honor,  Nomenque  Tujun,  LaudesquB  Manelunt.^ 

1 1.  "Without  recourae  to  any  fabulous,  whether  Egyptian  or  Grecian 
shams  of  antiquity,  we  have  other  intimations  enough,  that  our  father  Noah, 
after  a  Ttew  world  began  to  be  peopled  from  him,  did  remove  with  his 
eldest  eon  Japhet,  from  his  own,  and  his  old  country  of  Ogyge,  or  Pales- 
tine, into  the  country  which  is  now  called  Italy.  And  it,  is  particularly 
remarkable  that  his  great  grandson  Dodanim,  removing  with  a  colony  of 
his  increasing  posterity  into  Epirus,  he  built  a  city,  which,  with  the  whole 
province,  was  called  by  the  name  of  Dodona;  where  he  built  a  temple,  in 
which  the  people  did  assemble  to  worship  God,  and  hear  the  precepts  of 
the  Patriarch  preached  upon.  But  it  was  not  long  before  a  fearful  degen- 
eracy overtaking  the  posterity  of  these  planters,  they  soon  left  and  lost  the 
j-eligion  of  their  progenitors;  and  in  that  very  place  where  Dodanim  had 
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Lis  cliurch,  there  succeeded  tlio  Dodonaan  oracles.  Now,  among  the 
memorable  names,  which  in  other  monuments  of  antiquity,  besides  those 
of  Tuscany,  exposed  by  Inghiramius,  we  find  put  upon  our  illustrious 
father  Koah  one  is  that  of  Janus,  which  at  first  they  pronounced  Janea, 
from  the  Hebrew  word,  [ii,  Jajin,  for  miie,  which  was  the  true  original  of 
it;  and  so  his  faftious  vineyard  was  therein  commemorated.  For  which 
cause  Cato  also  tells  us,  Janixs  primvs  invenit  Far  et  Yirmm,  et  ob  id  ductus 
fuit  Priscus  CErwiriiis:*  and  Antiochus  Syracusanus  mentions  the  (Enotrii, 
which  Noah  carried  with  him.  Of  this  Janus,  the  Thuscians  employed  a 
ship,  as  a  memorial;  they  had  a  ship  on  his  coiris,  doubtless  with  an  eye  to 
the  ark  of  Noah;  but  there  was  also  on  the  reverse,  as  Ovid  relates,  Altera 
Forma  Biceps;\  and  this  douihface  was  ascribed  unto  Janus,  because  of 
the  view  which  he  had  of  the  two  worlds,  the  old  and  the  new.  The  cov- 
enant which  God  established  with  Noah,  was  by  alier-ages  referred  unto, 
when  they  feigned  Janus  to  be  the  president  of  all  covenant  and  concord; 
and  the  figure  which  Noah  made  among  mankind  was  confessed  by  them, 
when  they  gave  Janus  the  sir-name  of  Paler,  as  being  so  to  all  the  heroes 
who  obtained  a  place  among  the  gods.  Moreover,  the  mythical  writers  tell 
us,  that  in  the  reign  of  this  Janus,  all  the  dwellings  of  men  w 
m- v/iih  piety  Slid,  sanctity ;  in  which  tradition  the  exemplary  ngiAto 
of  Noah  seems  to  have  been  celebrated;  and  hence  in  their  old  rituals,  Le 
was  called  Cerus,  Manus,  which  is  -as  much  as  to  say,  Sanctus  et  Bonns-X 
But  without  pursuing  these  curiosities  any  further,  I  will  now  lay  before 
my  reader  the  story  of  that  worthy  man ;  who,  when  'tis  considered  that 
he  crossed  the  sea  with  a  renowned  colony,  and  that  having  seen  an  old 
world  in  Europe,  where  a  flood  of  iniquity  and  calamity  carried  all  before 
it,  he  also  saw  a  new  world  in  America;  where  he  appears  the  first  in  a 
catalogue  of  heroes,  and  where  he  with  his  people  were  admitted  into  the 
covenant  of  God ;  whereupon  an  hedge  of  piety  and  sanctity  continued 
about  that  people  as  long  as  he  lived;  may  therefore  be  cailed  the  Noah 
or  Janus  of  New-England.     This  was  Mv.  Francis  Higginson. 

I  2.  If,  in  the  history  of  the  church  for  more  than  four  thousand  years, 
contained  in  the  Scriptures,  there  is  not  recorded  either  the  Inrth-day  of  any 
one  saint  whatever,  or  the  birth-day  of  him  that  is  the  Lord  of  aU  saints; 
I  hope  it  will  be  accounted  no  defect  in  our  history  of  this  worthy  man, 
if  neither  the  day,  nor  the  place  of  his  birth  can  be  recovered.  We  will 
therefore  begin  the.histoi-y  of  his  life,  where  we  find  that  he  began  to  live. 

Mr.  Francis  Higginson,  after  he  had  been  educated  at  Emanuel  Colledge, 
that  seminary  of  Puritans  in  Cambridge  until  he  was  Master  of  Arts;  and 
after  that  the  true  Fmanuel,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  had  by  the  work  of 
regeneration  upon  his  heart,  instructed  him  in  the  better  and  nobler  arts  of 
living  unto  God;  he  was,  by  the  special  providence  of  Heaven,  made  a 

*  Januff  Aral  inTented  noiir  irod  wine,  and  on  Ihal  account  naa  called  Flisous  CBnolrlna  (Iho  undent  vine-drasset)- 
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servant  of  our  Emanuel,  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  at  one  of  the  five 
parish-churches  in  Leicester.  The  main  scope  of  his  ministry  was  now  to 
promote,  first  a  thorough  conv^sion,  and  then  a  godly  conversation,  among 
his  people:  and  besides  hia  b&ing,  as  the  famous ^reacfter  in  the  loildemess 
was,  a  voice,  and  preaching  lectures  of  Christianity  by  his  whole  Christian 
and  most  courteous  and  obliging  behaviour,  he  had  also  a  most  charming 
voice,  which  rendered  him  unto  his  hearers,  in  all  his  exercises,  another 
Ezekiel;  for  "Lo,  he  was  unto  them,  as  a  very  lovely  song  of  one  that 
hath  a  pleasant  voice,  and  can  play  well  upon  an  instrument;"  and  from 
all  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  they  flocked  unto  him.  Such  was  the 
divine  presence  with,  and  blessing  on  the  ministry  of  this  good  man,  in 
this  place,  that  the  influence  thereof,  on  the  whole  town,  was  quickly 
become  a  matter  of  observation;  many  were  turned  from  "darkness  to 
light,  and  from  Satan  to  God;"  and  many  were  "bailt  up  in  their  most 
holy  faith ;"  and  there  was  a  notable  revival  of  religion  among  them.  And 
such  were  his  endeavours  to  conform  unto  the  example  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  our  grand  Exemplar,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ministry,  that  we 
might  easily  have  written  a  hook  of  Hiose  conformities. 

%  3,  For  some  years  he  continued  in  hia  conformity  to  the  rites  then 
required  and  practised  in  the  Church  of  England;  but  upon  his  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Arthur  Hildersham  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  he  set  himself 
to  study  the  controversies  about  the  evangelical  chureli-discipline,  then 
agitated  in  the  church  of  God :  and  then  the  more  he  studied  the  Scripture, 
which  is  the  sole  and  full  rule  of  church-administrations,  the  more  he 
became  dissatisfied  with  the  ceremonies  which  had  crept  into  the  worship 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  without  the  allowance  of  Scripture,  hut 
also  without  the  countenance  of  the  earliest  antiquity.  From  this  time  he 
became  a  conscientious  non-conformist;  and  therefore  he  was  deprived  of 
his  opportunity  to  exercise  his  ministry,  in  his  parish-church:  neverthe- 
less, his  ministry  was  generally  so  desirable  unto  the  people,  that  they 
procured  for  him  the  liberty  to  preach  a  constant  lecture,  on  one  part  of 
the  Lord's  day;  and  on  the  other  part,  as  an  assistant  unto  a  very  aged 
parson  that  wanted  it.  He  was  now  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contri- 
bution of  the  inhabitants;  and  though  the  rest  of  the  ministers  there  con- 
tinued conformists,  yet  they  all  freely  invited  him  unto  the  use  of  their 
pulpits,  as  long  as  they  could  avoid  any  trouble  to  themselves  by  their  so 
doing:  by  which  means  he  preached  successively  in  three  of  the  parish- 
churches,  after  that  he  had  been  by  non-conformity  made  incapable.  He 
preached  also  at  Belgrave,  a  mile  out  of  the  town ;  hut,  under  God,  the 
chief  author  of  these  more  e'asie  circumstances  unto  such  a  non- conformist 
was  the  generous  goodness  and  candour  of  Dr.  Williams,  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  to  whose  diocesa  Leicester  belonged.  It  continued  until  'ihsfray 
between  that  Bishop,  and  Laud,  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  set  himself 
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to  extirpate  and  extinguisli  all  the  non-conformists,  that  were  Williams' 
fiiTOuritea,  among  whom  one  was  Mr.  Higginson, 

§  i.  The  signal  blessing  of  God,  which  accompanied  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Higginson  in  Leicester,  was  followed  with  two  very  contrary  conse- 
quences. On  the  one  side,  a  great  multitude  of  Christians,  then  called 
Puritans,  did  not  only  attend  the  worship  of  God  more  pubUckly  in  their 
osserrMies,  and  more  secretly  in  ih&ir  families^  but  also  they  frequently  had 
their  ^nvafe  meetings^  foi  prayer  (sometimes  vith  fasting)  and  repeating  of 
sermons,  and  maintaining  of  profitable  conferences^  at  all  which  Mr,  Higgin- 
son himself  was  often  present:  and  at  these  times,  if  any  of  their  society 
were  scandalous  in  their  conreraation,  they  were  personally  admonished, 
and  means  were  used  witli  them  to  bring  them  unto  repentance.  On  the 
other  side,  there  was  &  profane  party^  filled  with  wolvish  rage  against  the 
Sock  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  especially  against  this  good  man,  who 
was  the  pastor  of  the  flock:  whose  impartial  aeal  in  reproving  the  common 
sins  of  the  time  and  place,  did  more  than  a  little  add  unto  the  exaspera- 
tions of  that  party ;  but  also  divers  of  them  turned  persecutors  hereupon, 
yet  many  remarkable  providences  laid  a  restraint  upon  them,  and  the  malig- 
nants  were  smitten  with  a  dread  upon  their  minds,  "That  the  judgment 
of  God  would  pursue  those  that  should  go  to  harm  such  a  follower  of  him 
that  is  good." 

§  5.  Even  the  Mlpiscopal  party  of  the  English  nation,  among  whose  Uiirty- 
nine  articles,  one  is,  "That  the  visible  church  is  a  congregation  oi  faithfd 
men,  where  the  word  of  Christ  is  duly  preached,  and  the  sacraments  be 
rightly  administered ;"  have  concluded  it,  as  a  godly  discipline  in  the  priTn- 
Hive  diurck,  "that  notorious  sinners  were  put  to  open  penance."  And  in 
the  riAric  before  the  communion,  have  ordered  ministers  to  advertise  all 
notorious  evil  livers,  and  such  as  have  wronged  their  neighbours  by  word 
or  deed,  or  such  as  have  malice  and  hatred  reigning  between  them,  that 
"they  should  not  presume  to  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  till  they  have  openly 
declared  themselves  to  have  truly  repented."  Under  the  encouragement 
hereof,  Mr.  Higginson,  before  he  became  a  non-conformist,  professed  this 
principle,  "That  ignorant  and  scandalous ^jersoiis  are  not  to  be  admitted 
unto  the  Lord's  Supper:  and  as  far  as  he  could,  he  practised  what  he  pro- 
fessed. Wherefore  he  did  catechise  and  examine  persons  about  their  fitness 
for  the  communion;  and  if  any  persons  w«re  notoriously  scandalous,  he 
not  only  told  them  of  their  sins  in  private,  but  also  in  publick  declared 
that  they  were  not  to  be  admitted  unto  the  Lord's  Supper,  until  the  con- 
gregation had  some  testimonies  of  their  serious  repentance. 

It  was  a  good  courage  of  old  Cyprian,  to  declare:  "If  any  think  to  join 
themselves  unto  the  church,  not  by  their  humiliation  and  satisfaction,  when 
they  have  scandalized  the  brethren,  but  by  their  great  words  and  threats, 
let  them  know,  that  the  church  of  God  will  oppose  them,  and  the  tents  of 
Christ  will  not  be  conquered  by  them."     And  no  less  was  the  good  metal 
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in  oTir  Higginson.  Accordingly,  after  a  sermon  on  those  words  of  our 
Saviour,  ^'Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto  dogs,"  unto  this  purpose 
applied,  going  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  unto  the  communicants, 
now  come  into  the  chancel,  he  espied  one  that  was  known  unto  them  m11 
to  be  a  common  drunkard  and  swearer,  and  a  very  vicious  person ;  he  told 
that  man  before  them  all,  "That  he  was  not  willing  to  give  the  Lord's 
Supper  unto  him,  until  he  had  professed  his  repentance,  unto  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  congregation:"  and  therefore  he  desired  the  man  to  withdraw. 
The  sinner  withdrew,  but  went  out  full  of  such  passion  and  poison  against 
Mr.  Higginson,  and  horror  in  his  own  conacience,  that  he  fell  sick  upon 
it;  and  while  he  lay  sick  he  was  visited,  as  well  by  good  people  tljat 
endeavoured  his  conversion,  as  by  bad  people  that  had  been  his  old  com- 
panions, and  now  threatned  what  they  would  do  against  Mr.  Higginson, 
The  wretch  continued  in  an  exorbitant  frame  for  a  few  days,  and  at  last 
roared  out,  "That  he  was  damned,  and  that  he  was  a  dog,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  the  dogs  for  ever."  So  he  cried,  and  so  he  died:  and  this 
was  known  to  all  people. 

%  6.  There  were  many  such  marvellous  judgments  of  God,  which  came 
like  fire  from  heaven,  to  restrain  and  revenge  the  wrongs  which  were 
offered  unto  this  faithful  witness  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Particularly, 
there  was  a  pious  gentlewoman,  the  wife  of  a  very  profane  gentleman, 
dwelling  in  another  parish,  who  would  freq^uentJy  go  to  attend  upon  Mr, 
Higginson's  ministry,  both  in  the  puhlick  and  private  exercises  of  our 
holy  religion ;  whereat  her  husband,  after  many  other  expressions  of  his 
deep  displeasure,  vowed,  that  he  would  be  revenged  on  Higginson;  and 
accordingly  he  resolved  upon  a  journey  to  London,  there  to  exhibit  a  com- 
plaint against  this  good  man,  at  the  High -Com  mission  Court:  but  when 
he  had  got  all  things  ready  for  his  journey,  just  as  he  was  mounting  his 
horse,  he  was  fey  an  immediate  hand  of  Heaven  smitt«n  with  an  intoler- 
able torment  of  body  and  horror  of  conscience,  and  was  led  into  his  house, 
and  laid  upon  his  bed;  where  within  a  few  hours  death  did  his  office 
upon  him. 

§  7.  And  unto  the  remarkable  appearances  of  Heaven,  on  the  behalf 
of  ihSs  faithful  man,  may  be  enumerated  that  which  befel  a  famous  Doctor 
of  Divinity,  prebend  of  a  cathedral,  and  chaplain  to  his  majesty,  who 
then  lived  in  Leicester:  this  gentleman  preached  but  very  seldom;  and 
when  he  did  at  all,  it  was  after  that  fashion  which  has  been  sometimes 
called  gentleman-preaching;  afler  a  flaunting  manner,  and  with  such  a 
vain  ostentation  of  learning,  and  affectation  of  language,  as  ill  became  the 
oracles  of  God;  the  people  generally  flocking  more  to  the  more  edifying 
ministry  of  Mr.  Higginson,  than  to  these  harangues.  Our  Doctor  so 
extreamly  resented  it,  that  both  publickly  and  privately,  on  all  opportu- 
nities, he  expressed  his  indignation  against  Mr.  Higginson,  and  vowed, 
"That  he  would  certainly  drive  him  out  of  the  town."    Now,  it  so  fell  out. 
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that  the  Sheriff  appointed  this  Doctor  to  preach  at  the  GsEeral  I 
there,  and  gave  him  a  quarter  of  a  year's  time  to  provide  a  sermon  for 
that  occasion:  but  in  all  this  time  he  could  not  provide  a  sermon  unto  his 
own  satisfaction;  insomuch,  that  a  fortnight  before  the  time  was  expired, 
he  expressed  unto  some  of  his  friends  a  despair  of  being  well  provided; 
whei'efore  his  friends  perswaded  him  to  try ;  telling  him  that  if  it  came  to 
the  worst,  Mr.  Higginson  might  be  procured  to  preach  in  his  room;  he 
was  always  ready.  The  Doctor  was  wonderfully  averse  unto  this  last  pro- 
posal; and  therefore  studied  with  all  his  might,  for  an  agreeable  sermon; 
but  he  had  such  a  blast  from  Heaven  upon  bis  poor  studies,  that  the  very 
night  before  the  Assizes  began,  he  sent  his  wife  to  the  devout  Lady  Cave, 
who  prevailed  with  Mr.  Higginson  to  supply  his  place  the  day  ensuing; 
which  he  did,  with  a  most  suitable,  profitable,  and  acceptable  sermon; 
and  untj3  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  auditory.  When  the  Lady  Cave  had 
let  it  be  known  how  this  thing,  which  was  much  wondred  at,  came  about, 
the  common  discourse  of  the  town  upon  it  so  confounded  the  Doctor, 
that  he  left  the  town,  vowing,  "That  he  would  never  come  into  it  again." 
Thus  Mr.  Higginson  was  left  In  the  town !  but,  I  pray,  who  was  driven  out? 
§  8.  "We  lately  styled  Mr,  Higginson  a  faithful  man;  and  innumerable 
were  the  instances,  wherein  he  so  approved  himself,  particularly  there 
was  a  time  when  many  courtiers,  lords,  and  gentlemen  coming  in  a  frolick 
to  Leicester,  which  was  counted  a  puritanical  town,  resolved  that  they 
would  put  a  trick  upon  it.  Wherefore,  they  invited  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, whereof  divers  were  esteemed  puritans,  unto  a  collation;  and  over- 
come them  to  drink  a  number  of  healths,  with  the  accustomed  ceremonies 
of  drinking  upon  their  knees,  till  they  all  became  shamefully  and  extreamly 
drurtk.  This  business  becoming  the  common  discourse  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Higginson,  from  a  text  chosen  to  the  purpose,  in  the  audience  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  themselves,  demonstrated  the  sinfulness  of  keaUk-driiiJcing, 
and  of  drunkenness,  and  the  aggravation  of  that  sinfulness,  when  it  is  found 
in  magistrates,  whose  duty 'tis  to  punish  it  in  other  men:  therewithal  admon- 
ishing them  to  repent  seriously  of  the  scandal  which  they  had  given. 
This  faithfnlness  of  Mr,  Higginson  was  variously  resented;  some  of  the 
people  disliked  it  very  much,  and  some  of  the  Aldermen  were  so  disturbed 
and  enraged  at  it  that  "they  breathed  out  threatnings"  till  they  were  out 
of  breath:  but  the  better  sort  of  people  generally  approved  it,  as  a  conform- 
ity to  that  rule,  "them  that  sin  before  all,  rebuke  before  all,  that  others 
may  fear;"  and  several  of  the  Aldermen  confessed  their  sin  with  a  very 
]  snii.ent  and  pertinent  ingenuity.  The  issue  was,  that  Mr.  Higginson  was 
brought  into  no  trouble;  and  the  God  of  heaven  so  disposed  the  hearts 
of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  that  after  this,  upon  the  death  of  old  Mr. 
Sacheverel,  they  chose  Mr,  Higginson  to  be  their  town -preacher,  unto 
which  place  there  was  annexed  a  large  maiutainanoe,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  town  treasury.     In  answer  hereunto,  Mr.  Higginson  thanked  them  for 
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tlieir  good  will;  but  he  told  them,  that  he  could  not  accept  of  it,  because 
there  were  some  degrees  of  conformity  therein  required  which  he  could 
not  now  comply  withal ;  nevertheless,  there  being  divers  competitors  foi' 
the  place,  about  whom  the  votes  of  the  Aldermen  were  much  divided,  he 
prevailed  with  them  to  give  their  votes  for  a  learned  and  godly  conform- 
ist, one  Mr.  Angel;  who  thereby  came  to  be  settled  ia  it.  There  were 
also  made  unto  him  several  offers  of  Bome  of  the  greatest  and  richest 
livings  in  the  country  thereabouts;  but  the  conscientious  disposition  to 
non-conformity,  now  growing  upon  him,  hindred  his  acceptance  of  them. 

§  9.  While  Mr.  Higginson  continued  in  Leicester,  he  was  not  only  a 
good  man  full  of  faith,  but  also  a  good  man  full  of  work.  He  preached 
constantly  in  the  parish  churches;  and  he  was  called,  while  a  conformist^ 
frequently  to  preach  visitation  sermons,  assize  sermons,  and  funei-al  ser- 
mons: and  as  well  iA^re,  aa  afUrwards,  he  was  often  engaged  m  fasts,  both 
in  publick  and  private,  both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  many  repaired 
unto  him  with  cases  of  conscience^  and  for  help  about  their  interiour  state. 
Besides  all  this,  he  was  very  serviceable  to  the  education  of  sdiolars, 
either  going  to,  or  coming  from  the  university;  and  such  as  afterwards 
proved  eminently  serviceable  to  the  church  of  God;  whereof  some  were 
Dr.  Seaman,  Dr.  Brian,  Mr.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  Howe,  all  of  them  Lei- 
cestershire men,  who  would  often  say  how  much  they  owed  unto  Mr. 
Higginson.  And  he  was  very  useful  in  forwarding  and  promoting  of 
eoutributions  for  the  relief  of  the  Protestant-exiles,  which  came  over  from 
the  ruined  Bohemia  and  the  distressed  Palatinate  in  those  times ;  and  many 
other  pious  designs.  But  when  (as  he  that  writes  the  life  of  holy  Mr. 
Bains  expresses  it)  "the  hour  and  power  of  darkness  was  come  from 
Lambeth,"  or  when  the  Bishop  of  London  prevailed,  and  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  retired,  the  blades  of  the  Laudian  faction  about  Leicester  appeared, 
informed  and  articled  against  Mr.  Higginson,  so  that  be  lived  in  continual 
expectation  to  be  dragged  away  by  the  pursevants,  unto  the  High  Com- 
mission Court,  where  a  sentence  of  perpetual  imprisonment  was  the  beat 
thing  that  could  be  looted  for. 

§  10.  Now,  behold  the  interposing  and  seasonable  providence  of  Heaven  I 
A  considerable  number  of  wealthy  and  worthy  merchants,  obtaining  a 
charter  from  King  Charles  I,  whereby  they  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of,  "The  Governour  and  Company  of  the  Massachuset-Bay  in  New-Eng- 
land ;"  and  intending  to  send  over  ships  with  passengers  for  the  beginning 
of  a  plantation  there,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1629;  and  resolving  to 
send  none  upon  their  account,  but  godly  and  honest  men,  professing  that 
religion  which  they  declared  was  the  end  of  this  plantation;  these  were 
informed  of  the  circumstances  whereto  Mr.  Higginson  was  now  reduced; 
and  accordingly  they  dispatched  a  couple  of  messengers  unto  him,  to  invite 
him  unto  a  voyage  into  New-England,  with  kind  promises  to  support  him 
in  the  voyage.    These  two  messengers  were  ingenious  men ;  and  under- 
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standing  that  puraevants  were  expected  every  hour  to  fetcli  Mr.  Higgiii- 
san  up  to  London,  they  designed  for  a  while  to  set  the  parts  of  parsevants: 
coming  therefore  to  hia  door,  they  knocked  roundly  and  loudly,  like  fel- 
lows equipped  with  some  authority;  and  said,  "Where  is  Mr.  Higginson? 
we  must  speak  with  Mr.  Higginson  I"  insomuch  that  his  affrighted  wife  ran 
up  to  him,  telling  him  that  the  pursevants  were  come,  and  praying  him 
to  step  aside  out  of  their  way,  but  Mr.  Higginson  said,  "No,  I  will  go 
down  and  speak  with  them;  and  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done!"  When 
the  messengers  were  come  into  the  hall,  they  held  out  their  papers  unto 
him,  and  with  a  certain  roughness  and  boldness  of  address  told  him,  "Sir, 
we  come  from  London,  and  our  business  is  to  fetch  you  up  to  London, 
as  you  may  see  by  these  papersi"  which  they  then  put  into  his  hands; 
whereat  the  people  in  the  room  were  confirmed  in  their  opinion  that  these 
blades  were  pursevants ;  and  Mrs.  Higginson  hei;  self  said,  "  I  thought  so ;" 
and  fell  a  weeping.  But  when  Mr.  Higginson  had  lookt  upon  the  papers, 
he  soon  perceived  that  they  were  letters  from  the  governour  and  company 
inviting  him  to  New-England ;  with  a  copy  of  the  charter,  and  proposi- 
tions for  managing  their  design  of  establishing  and  propagating  reformed 
CAmiiam'iy  in  the  new  plantation:  whereupon  he  bad  them  ttieJcome/  and 
there  ensued  a  pleasant  conversation  betwixt  him  and  hia  now  undisguised 
friends.  In  answer  to  this  invitation,  Mr.  Higginson  having  first  consulted 
Heaven  with  humble  and  fervent  supplications,  for  the  divine  direction 
about  so  great  a  turn  of  his  life,  he  advised  then  with  several  ministers, 
especially  with  his  dear  friend  Mr.  Hildersham,  who  told  him,  "  That  were 
he  himself  a  younger  man,  and  under  his  case  and  call,  he  should  think 
he  had  a  plain  invitation  of  Heaven  unto  the  voyage;  and  so  he  came 
unto  a  resolution  to  comply  therewithal. 

§  11.  When  Mr.  Higginson's  resolution  came  to  he  known,  it  made  so 
much  noise  among  the  Puritans,  that  many  of  them  receiving  satisfaction 
unto  the  many  enquiries  which  they  made  on  this  occasion,  resolved  that 
they  would  accompany  him.  And  now  it  was  not  long  before  his  furewel 
sermon  was  to  be  preached  I  before  he  knew  any  thing  about  an  offer  of  a 
voyage  to  New-England.  Li  his  meditations  about  the  state  of  England, 
he  had  strange  and  strong  apprehensions  that  G-od  would  shortly  punish 
England  with  the  calamities  of  a  war,  and  he  therefore  composed  a  ser- 
mon upon  those  words  of  our  Saviour,  Luke  xsi.  20,  21,  "When  you  see 
Jerusalem  compassed  with  armies,  then  flee  to  the  mountains."  Now, 
after  he  was  determined  for  New-England,  he  did,  in  a  vast  assembly, 
preach  this  for  his  farewel  sermon;  and  therein  having  mentioned  unto 
them  what  he  took  to  be  the  provoking  sins  of  England  in  general,  and 
of  Leicester  in  particular,  he  plainly  told  them,  that  he  was  perswaded, 
God  would  chastise  England  with  a  war,  in  the  sufferings  whereof  Leices- 
ter would  have  a  more  than  ordinary  share.  How  this  prediction  was 
aflerwards  accomplished,  is  known  to  manldnd;   and  it  was   especially 
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IvDOwn  to  Leicester,  which  being  strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned,  and 
having  the  wealth  of  all  the  country  about  brought  into  it,  was  besieged, 
and  at  length  carried  by  storm;  and  the  town  was  horribly  plundered, 
and  eleven  hundred  people  were  slain  in  the  streets. 

But  Mr,  Higginson  having  ended  his  prophetical  sermon,  lie  gave  thanks 
to  the  magistrates  and  the  other  Christians  of  the  place,  for  all  the  liberty, 
countenance,  and  encotiragement  which  they  had  given  unto  his  ministry: 
and  he  told  them  of  bis  intended  removal  to  New-England,  the  principal 
end  of  which  plantation,  he  then  declared,  was  the  propagation  of  religion; 
and  of  the  hopes  which  he  had,  that  New-England  might  be  designed  by 
Heaven  as  a  refuge  and  sheU&r  for  the  non-conformista  against  the  storms 
that  were  coming  upon  the  nation,  and  &  region  where  they  might  prac- 
tise the  church-reformation,  which  they  had  been  bearing  witness  unto.  And 
so  he  concluded  with  a  most  affectionate  prayer  for  the  King,  the  church, 
the  state,  and  peculiarly  for  Leicester,  the  seat  of  his  former  labours.  And 
afier  this  he  took  his  journey,  with  his  family,  for  London;  the  streets  as 
he  passed  along  being  filled  with  people  of  all  sorts,  who  bid  him  farewel, 
with  loud  prayers  and  cries  for  his  welfare. 

§  12.  When  he  came  to  London,  he  found  three  ships  ready  to  sail  for 
New-England,  with  two  more,  that  were  in  a  month's  time  to  follow  after 
them;  filled  with  godly  and  honest  passengers,  among  whom  there  were 
two  other  non-conformist  ministers.  They  set  sail  from  the  Isle  of  Wight 
about  the  first  of  May,  1629,  and  when  they  came  to  the  Land's  End,  Mr. 
Higginson,  calling  up  his  children  and  other  passengers  unto  the  stern  of 
the  ship,  to  take  their  last  sight  of  England,  he  said,  "We  will  not  say,  as 
the  separatists  were  wont  to  say  at  their  leaving  of  England,  'Farewel, 
BabyionI'  'farewel,  Rome!'  but  we  will  say,  'farewel,  dear  England!  fare- 
wel, the  Church  of  God  in  England,  and  all  the  Christian  friends  there  I 
We  do  not  go  to  New-England  as  separatists  from  the  Church  of  England ; 
though  we  cannot  but  separate  from  the  corruptions  in  it:  but  we  go  to 
practise  the  positive  part  of  church  reformation,  and  propagate  the  gospel 
in  America.' "  And  so  he  concluded  with  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  King, 
and  church,  and  state,  in  England;  and  for  the  presence  and  blessing  of 
God  with  themselves,  in  their  present  undertaking  for  New-England,  At 
length,  by  the  good  hand  of  G-od  upon  them,  they  arrived,  after  a  com- 
fortable passage,  unto  Salem  harbour  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  ensuing. 

§  13.  Mr.  Higginson  being  in  this  voyage  associated  with  Mr.  Skelton, 
a  minister  of  the  like  principles  with  himself,  they  were  no  sooner  got  on 
shore,  but  they  likewise  associated  in  pursuing  their  principles  and  inten- 
tions of  religion,  which  were  the  end  of  their  coming  hither.  Accordingly, 
laying  before  the  chief  of  the  people  their  desires,  and  their  designs  of 
settling  a  reformed  congregation  in  the  place,  after  a  frequent  converse  about 
the  methods  of  it,  they  came  unto  a  hearty  concurrence  to  take  a  day  in 
the  following  August  for  it.     In  order  hereunto,  Mr.  Higginson  drew  up 
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a  "confession  of  faith,"  with  a  scriptural  representation  of  the  "covenant 
of  grace"  applied  unto  their  present  purpose;  whereof  thiri;/ copies  Ticve 
taken  for  the  thirty  persons  which  were  to  begin  the  worliing  of  gathering 
the  church.  The  day  was  kept  as  a  fast;  wherein,  after  the  prayers  and 
sermons  of  the  two  ministers,  these  thirty  persons  did  solemnly  and  sever- 
ally profess  their  consent  unto  the  confession  and  covenant  then  read  unto 
them ;  and  they  proceeded  then  to  ehuse  Mr.  Skelton,  Mr.  Higginson  their 
teachers,  and  one  Mr.  Houghton,  for  a  ruling  elder.  And  after  this,  many 
others  joined  unto  the  church  thus  gathered;  but  none  were  admitted,  of 
whose  good  conversation  in  Christ  there  was  not  a  satisfactory  testimony. 
By  the  same  token,  that  at  this  first  cJmrch  ffaihenng,  there  fell  out  a 
remarkable  matter  which  is  now  to  be  related.  At  a  time  when  the  church 
was  to  be  gathered  at  Salem,  there  was  about  thirty  miles  to  tlie  south- 
ward of  that  place  a  plantation  of  rude,  lewd,  mad,  English  people,  who 
did  propose  to  themselves  a  gainful  trade  with  the  Indians,  but  quickly 
came  to  nothing.  A  young  gentleman  belonging  to  that  plantation  being 
at  Salem,  on  the  day  when  the  church  was  gathered,  was  at  what  he  saw 
and  heard  so  deeply  aifected,  that  he  stood  up,  expressing  with  much 
affection  his  desire  to  be  admitted  into  their  number,  which,  when  they 
demurred  about,  he  desired  that  they  would  at  least  admit  him  to  make  bis 
profession  before  them.  When  they  allowed  this,  he  expressed  himself 
so  agreeably,  and  with  so  much  ingenuity  and  simplicity,  that  they  were 
extreamly  pleased  with  it;  and  the  ministers  told  him,  that  they  highly 
approved  of  his  profession,  but  inasmuch  as  he  was  a  stranger  to  them,  they 
could  not  receive  him  into  their  communion  until  they  had  a  further 
acquaintance  with  his  conversation.  However,  such  was  the  hold  which 
the  grace  of  God  now  took  of  him,  that  he  became  an  eminent  Christian 
and  a  worthy  and  usefal  person,  and  not  only  afterwards  joined  unto  the 
church  of  Boston,  but  also  made  a  great  figure  in  the  eommonwealth  of 
New-England,  as  the  major-general  of  all  the  forces  in  the  colony ;  it  was 
Major-general  Gibbons. 

§  14,  The  church  of  Salem  now  being  settled,  they  enjoyed  many  smiles 
of  Heaven  upon  them;  and  yet  there  were  many  things  that  lookt  like 
frovms;  for  they  were  exercised  with  many  difficulties,  and  almost'  an 
hundred  of  good  people  died  the  first  winter  of  their  being  here;  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Houghton,  an  elder  of  the  church.  Mr.  Higginson  also 
fell  into  an  hectic  fever,  which  much  disabled  him  for  the  work  of  his 
ministry ;  and  the  last  sermon  under  the  incurable  growth  of  this  malady 
■ipon  him,  was  upon  the  arrival  of  many  gentlemen  and  some  hundreds 
jf  passengers  to  New-England,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  summer. 
He  then  preached  on  those  words  of  our  Saviour,  Matth.  xi.  7,  "What 
vent  ye  out  into  the  wilderness  to  see?"  R-om  whence,  he  minded  the 
>eople  of  the  design  whereupon  this  plantation  was  erected,  namely,  reli- 
^on:  and  of  the  streighte,  wants,  and  various  trials  which  in  a  wilderness 
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they  must  look  to  meet  witlial ;  and  of  the  need  which  there  was  for  them 
to  evidence  the  uprightixess  of  tbeir  hearts  in  the  end  of  their  coming  hither. 
After  this,  he  was  coniined  unto  his  bed,  and  visited  by  the  chief  persona 
of  the  new-colony,  who  much  bemoaned  their  loss  of  so  useful  a  person, 
but  comforted  him  with  the  consideration  of  his  faithfulness  to  the  Lord 
Jesus,  in  his  former  sufferings  and  services,  and  the  honour  which  the 
Lord  had  granted  him,  to  begin  a  work  of  church-ref<yrmation  in  America. 

He  replied,  "I  have  been  but  an  unprofitable  servant;  and  all  my  own 
doings  I  count  but  loss  and  dung:  all  my  desire  is  to  win  Christ,  and  be 
found  in  him,  not  having  my  own  righteousness  1"  And  he  several  times 
declared,  "That  though  the  Lord  called  him  away,  he  was  perswaded  God 
would  raise  up  others,  to  carry  on  the  work  that  was  begun,  and  that  there 
would  yet  be  many  churches  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  wilderness." 
He  likewise  added,  "  that  though  be  should  leave  his  desolate  wife  and  eight 
children,  whereof  the  eldest  was  but  about  fourteen  years  old,  in  a  low  con- 
dition, yet  he  left  them  with  his  God,  and  he  doubted  not,  but  the  faithful 
God  would  graciously  provide  for  them,"  So,  in  the  midst  of  many  prayers, 
he  fell  asleep;  in  the  month  of  August,  1630,  and  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  his  age,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  with  all  possible  solemnity. 

§  15.  Eeader,  prepare  to  behold  and  admire  and  adore  the  faithfulness 
of  our  God,  in  providing  for  the  children  of  them  that  faithfully  have 
served  him.  He  moved  the  hearts  of  many  charitable  Christians,  who  yet 
were  spending  on  the  stocks  which  they  brought  out  of  England  with  them, 
to  provide  as  comfortably  for  the  widow  and  off-spring  of  this  deceased 
minister  as  if  he  had  left  them  some  thousands  of  pounds.  And  his  two 
sons,  who  had  been  brought  up  at  the  grammar-school  in  Leicester,  had 
a  particular  taste  of  this  liberality,  in  the  provision  which  was  thus  made 
for  their  having  such  a  learned  education  as  might  fit  them  for  the  service 
of  the  church  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel. 

One  of  these,  Francis  by  name,  was  for  a  time  a  school-master  at  our 
Cambridge;  but  having  attained  as  much  learning  as  New-England  could 
then  afford,  he  was  desirous  to  visit  some  European  university;  and  being 
recommended  unto  Rotterdam,  some  Dutch  merchants,  out  of  respect  unto 
an  hopeful  scholar  of  New-England,  contributed  fourscore  pounds  in  money 
to  assist  his  juvenile  studies  at  Leyden.  Afterwards  having  visited  some 
other  universities  in  those  parts,  he  returned  into  England;  where  he 
declined  a  settlement  in  some  other,  which  he  thought  more  opinionative, 
and  so  more  contentious  and  undesireable  places,  to  which  he  was  invited, 
and  settled  at  Kerby-Steven  in  Westmoreland,  hoping  to  do  most  good 
among  the  ignorant  people  there.  But  it  pleased  the  God  of  heaven  to 
permit  the  first  out-breaking  of  that  prodigious  and  comprehensive  heresy, 
Quakerism,  in  that  very  place;  and  a  multitude  of  people  being  bewitchea 
thereinto,  it  was  a  great  affliction  unto  this  worthy  man ;  but  it  occasioned 
his  writing  the  first  book  that  ever  was  written  against  that  sink  of  bias- 
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phemies,  entituled,  "  The  Ii-religion  of  Northern  Quakers."  This  learned 
person  was  the  author  of  a  Latin  treatise,  De  quinq,  maximis  Luminibv^: 
Ik  Luce  Increata;  De  Luce  creata;  Be  Lumine  Natures,  GraticB  et  Qhrue;* 
and  having  illuminated  the  house  of  God  in  that  part  of  it  where  onr  Lord 
had  set  him  to  sMne^  he  went  away  to  the  UgU  of  glory,  in  the  fifty-fifth 
year  of  his  age. 

The  other,  named  John,  has  heen  on  some  laudable  accounts  another 
Origen ;  for  the  father  of  Origen  would  kiss  the  uncovered  breast  of  that 
excellent  youth,  whilst  he  lay  asleep,  as  being  the  temple  where  the  spirit 
of  God  was  reaident,aiid  as  Origen,  after  the  untimely  death  of  his  father, 
had  his  poor  mother  with  six  other  children  to  look  after;  whereupon  he 
taught  first  a  grammar-school,  and  then  betook  himself  unto  the  study  of 
divinity;  thus  this  other  Higginsou,  after  a  pious  childhood,  having  been 
a  school-master  at  Hartford,  and  a  minister  at  Sayhrook,  and  afterwards 
at  Guilford,  became  at  length,  in  the  year  1659,  a  pastor,  and  a  rich  and 
long  blessing,  succeeding  his  father  in  his  church  at  Salem.  This  reverend 
person,  has  been  always  valued  for  his  useful  preaching  and  his  holy  liv- 
ing;  and  besides  his  constant  labours  in  the  pulpit,  whereby  his  own  flock 
has  been  edified  the  whole  country  has,  by  thepjejs,  enjrycd  some  of  his 
composures,  and  by  his  hand,  the  composures  of  some  others  also,  passing 
the  p'ess,  have  been  accompanied.  Having  foimerlj  bom  his  testimony 
to  "  The  Cause  of  God,  and  his  People  in  Nev  England, '  in  a  sermon  so 
entituled,  which  he  preached  on  the  greatest  anniveisary  sohmnity  which 
occurred  in  the  land,  namely,  the  anniversary  election,  when  be  thought, 
that  the  advances  of  old  age  upon  him  directed  him  to  hie  in  the  hourly 
expectation  of  death,  he  published  a  most  savoury  book,  on  "  Our  dying 
Saviour''s  Legacy  of  Peace  to  his  Piscipks  in  a  iroublesoms  world,  with  a  Dts 
course  on  tlie  Duty  of  Christians,  to  be  Witnesses  unto  Christ;  unto  •which  is 
added,  some  Help  to  Self  Examination." 

Nevertheless,  this  true  Simeon  is  yet  "waiting  for  the  consolation  of 
Israel."  This  good  old  man  is  yet  alive;  (in  the  year  1696)  arrived  unto 
the  eightieth  year  of  his  devout  age,  and  about  the  sixtieth  year  of  his 
publick  work,  and  he  that  "from  a  child  knew  the  holy  Scriptures,"  does, 
at  those  years  wherein  men  use  to  be  twice  children,  continue  preaching 
them  with  such  a  manly,  pertinent,  judicious  vigour,  and  with  so  little 
decay  of  his  intellectual  abilities,  as  is  indeed  a  matter  of  just  admiration. 
But  there  was  a  famous  divine  in  Germany,  who  on  his  death  bed,  when 
some  of  his  friends  took  occasion  to  commend  his  past  painful,  faithful, 
and  fruitful  ministry,  cried  out  unto  them  [Avfertc  Ignem  adhuc  enim  puleu^ 
liabeo/]  "Oh I  bring  not  the  sparks  of  your  praises  near  me,  as  long  as 
I  have  any  chaff  left  in  mel"  And  I  am  sensible  that  I  shall  receive  the 
like  check  from  this  my  reverend  father,  if  I  presume  to  do  him  the  justice 
which  a  few  months  hence  will  be  done  him,  in  all  the  churches;  nor 
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would  I  deserve  at  his  hands  the  blow  which  Constaotine  gave  to  him, 
wlio  Impcratorem  ausus  est,  in  Os  Beatum  dicere.* 

§  16.  At  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Francis  Higginsoii  was  persecuted  for 
bia  iion-coaformitj  in  Leicestershire,  there  was  one  Mr.  Samuel  Skelton, 
who  underwent  the  bke  persecution  in  Lincolnshire ;  and  by  means  hereof 
they  heca^me  fellow-tmveUers  in  their  voyage  to  New-England,  and  fellow- 
labourers  in  their  service  here.  All  the  remembrance  that  I  can  recover 
of  this  worthy  man  is,  that  he  survived  his  colleague,  "  a  good  and  faithful 
servant  of  our  Lord,  well  doing,"  until  August  2,  1634,  and  retired  from 
an  evil  world,  then  to  partake  with  him  in  the  "joy  of  their  Lord." 

EPITAPHIUH. 
Jacet  sub  hoc  Tamulo,  Martuuf, 

FRANCISCUS  HIGGINSONUS: 

Jaceret  et  ipsa  Virtus,  *i  moH  passet. 

Abi  Viaior, 

Et  sis  Ttujus  Ordinis  Franciseanus.t 


THE    DEATH   OF   MR.   J(JHN   AVERY. 

The  divine  oracles  have  told  ns,  "That  the  judgments  of  God  are  a 
great  deep:"  and  indeed  it  is  in  the  deep,  that  we  have  seen  some  of  those 
judgments  executed. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  there  miscarried  but  one  vessel  of  all  those 
great  fleets  which  brought  passengers  unto  New-England  upon  the  pious 
and  holy  designs  of  the  first  settlement;  which  vessel  also  was  but  a  pin- 
nace; nevertheless  richly  laden,  as  having  in  it  Mr,  Avery. 

Mr,  Avery,  a  worthy  minister,  coming  into  New-England,  was  invited 
unto  Marble-head;  but  there  being  no  cAmj'cA  there,  and  ^e  fishermen  being 
there  generally  too  remiss  to  form  a  church,  he  went  rather  to  Newberry, 
intending  there  to  settle. 

Nevertheless,  both  the  magistrates  and  the  ministers  of  the  country, 
urging  the  common  good  that  would  arise  from  his  being  at  Marble-head, 
he  embarked  in  a  pinnace,  with  two  families,  his  own  and  his  cousin  Mr. 
Anthony  Thacher's,  which,  with  some  others  then  aboard,  made  in  all 
twenty-three  souls;  designing  in  a  few  hours  to  have  reached  the  port. 

Bat  on  August  14,  1635,  in  the  night,  there  came  on  as  mighty  a  storm 
as  perhaps  was  ever  known  in  these  parts  of  the  world;  a  storm  which 
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drove  tlie  vessel  upon  a  rock,  and  ao  tore  it,  that  the  poor  people  sat  pres- 
ently up  to  the  middle  in  water,  expecting  every  moment  the  waves  of 
death  to  be  rolling  over  them. 

The  vessel  was  quickly  broken  all  to  pieces,  and  almost  the  whole  com- 
pany drowned,  by  being  successively  washed  off  the  rock;  only  Mr. 
Thacber,  having  been  a  considerable  while  tossed  hither  and  thither  by 
the  violent  seas,  was  at  last  very  strangely  cast  alive  upon  the  shore; 
where,  much  wounded,  he  found  his  imfe  a  sharer  with  him  in  the  like 
deliverance. 

While  these  distressed  servants  of  God  were  hanging  about  the  rock, 
and  Mr.  Thacher  had  Mr.  Avery  by  the  hand,  resolving  to  die  together, 
and  expecting  by  the  stroke  of  the  next  wave  to  die,  Mr.  Avery  lift  up 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  saying,  "We  know  not  what  the  pleasure  of  God  is; 
I  fear  we  have  been  too  unmindful  of  former  deliverances :  Lord,  I  cannot 
challenge  a  promise  of  the  preservation  of  my  life ;  but  thou  hast  promised 
to  deliver  us  from  sin  and  condemnation,  and  to  bring  us  safe  to  heaven, 
through  the  all-suffioient  satisfaction  of  Jesus  Christ;  this  therefore  I  do 
challenge  of  thee."  Which  he  had  no  sooner  spoken,  but  he  was,  by  a 
wave  sweeping  him  off,  immediately  wafted  away  to  heaven  indeed;  being 
well  furnished  with  those  unpsrishahk  Aings:  whereto  refers  the  advice  of 
the  famous  Dake  of  Bavaria,  Sujusmodi  comparand^  sunt  opes,  quce  nobis- 
cum possunt  simul  evatare  in  Naufragio* 

The  next  island  was  therefore  called  Tkacher's  Woe,  and  that  rocli 
Avery^s  Fall. 

Who  can,  without  shedding  tears  almost  enough  to  make  a  sensible  addi- 
tion unto  the  lake  Ijeman,  call  to  mind  the  fate  of  the  incomparable  Hot- 
tinger,  upon  that  lake,  in  the  year  1667?  That  incomparably  learned  and 
godly  man,  being  by  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  after 
much  importunity,  prevailed  withal  to  come  unto  Leyden,  the  boat  wherein 
he  was,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  and  a  kinsman,  and  another  per- 
son of  quality,  unhappily  overset,  by  striking  on  an  unseen  roek,  a  little 
way  off  the  shoar.  He,  with  the  two  gentlemen,  got  safe  out  of  the  water; 
but  seeing  his  wife  and  tliree  childrm  in  extream  danger  of  drowning,  they 
went  into  the  water  again  to  save  them,  and  there  he,  with  one  of  the 
gentlemen,  (and  his  three  children)  were  drowned  themselves.  But  eight 
lays  before  this  lamentable  accident,  he  found  this  verse  written  on  the 
Doctor's  chair  at  his  ascending  it  for  the  publict  exercises;  whereof  the 
writer  could  never  be  found: 

Camiina  jam  Moriens,  Canit  Exequialia  Cygnus.'t 

Reader,  from  Hottingcr,  now  return  to  Avery.  Compare  the  manner 
if  their  death ;  and  never  forget  the  memorable  swan-song  which  Avery, 
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not  eight  days,  but  scarce  eight  seeonda  of  a  miEute,  before  his  expiration, 
Baag  in  the  ears  of  heaven. 

What  was  applied  once  to  Hottinger,  shall  now  be  iDorrowed  for  Avery, 


HATIS   AD   EXEMPLAR^   THE    IiIPE    OF   MR,   JOHITHAS   BURR. 
Exemplo  monsirante  Viam.^ 

§  1.  "When  the  interests  of  David  were  carried  into  a  wilderness,  the 
reapecta  and  regards  by  his  Jonathan  had  thsrennto  were  such,  that  he 
at  last  uttered  this  exclamation  thereupon,  "Thy  love  to  me  was  wonder- 
fal!"  The  interests  of  our  Jesus,  the  true  David,  being  lodged  very  much 
in  an  American  wilderness,  there  was  a  Jonathan,  whose  love  thereunto  was 
indeed  so  wonderful,  that  it  carried  him  thro'  the  many  waters  of  the  Atlan- 
tick  ocean,  to  be  serviceable  thereunto;  and  this  was  Mr.  Jonathan  Burr, 

I  2.  He  was  born  at  Redgrave,  in  Suffolk,  about  the  year  1604;  de- 
scended of  godly  parents,  who  gratified  the  inclinations  of  this  their  son 
with  a  learned  education.  But  although  literature  did  much  adoni  his 
.childhood,  religion  did  so  much  more;  for  he  had  "from  a  child  known 
the  holy  Scriptures,  which  made  him  wise  unto  salvation,"  It  is  noted  that 
the  rod  of  Aaron  was  made  of  an  almond-tree;  of  which  'twill  be  no  Pliny- 
ism  to  observe  (though  Pliny  observe  it,)  that  it  flowers  the  first  of  all 
trees,  even  in  January,  in  the  more  southern  countries,  and  bears  in  March ; 
which  has  been  sometimes  employed  as  an  intimation  how  quickly  those 
that  are  designed  for  the  ministry  should  ilossom  towards  heaven,  and 
be  young  Jeremiahs,  and  Johns,  and  Timothies.  Thus  did  our  Jonathan. 
Even  in  his  very  childhood,  so  studious  he  was,  as  to  leave  his  food  for  his 
hook,  bat  withal  so  pious,  that  he  could  neither  morning  nor  evening  dare 
to  go  without  prayers  to  God  for  his  blessing.  And  as  it  was  his  endeav- 
our, whilst  a  school-boy,  to  be  every  day  in  the /ear  of  the  Lord,  so  he  would 
on  the  Lord's  day  discover  a  singidar  measure  of  that  fear;  not  only  by 
abstaining  from  the  liberties  which  others  of  his  age  then  use  to  take,  to 
pass  the  time  away,  but  also  by  devoting  the  time  to  the  exercises  of  devotion. 
His  father,  observing  this  disposition  of  the  child,  hoped,  as  well  he  might, 
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that  whatever  was  expended  in  fitting  him  for  senjjce,  would  be  well  repaid 
in  the  service  which  might  be  done  by  him  for  the  church  of  God;  and 
therefore,  after  due  preparations  for  it,  he  sent  him  unto  the  university. 

§  3.  After  he  had  spent  three  or  four  years  in  academical  studies,  the 
death  of  his  father  fetched  him  sooner  than  he  would  have  gone  into  the 
country;  where,  though  he  kept  a  school,  yet  he  pursued  the  design  of 
accomplishing  himself  with  every  part  of  learning,  that  when  those  of  his 
years  were  to  take  their  degrees  of  Mastership,  he  was  one  of  the  moder- 
ators, which  place  be  discharged  with  great  acceptation.  But  he  after- 
wards would  say,  that  the  awful  and  humbling  providence  of  God,  in  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  hindred  him  from  those  employments  and  pre- 
ferments of  the  university  for  which  he  had  a  particular  fondness,  bad  an 
effect  upon  him,  for  which  he  bad  reason  to  admire  the  wisdom  of  Heaven ; 
inasmuch  as  it  reduced  him  to  that  modest,  gracious,  careful  frame,  which 
made  him  the  fitter  for  the  work  of  "turning  many  to  righteousness." 

§  4.  Having  for  a  while  attended  that  work  at  Horninger,  near  Bury  in 
Suffolk,  be  afterwards  undertook  the  charge  of  Reckingshal,  in  the  same 
county,  wherein  be  did  most  exemplarily  express  the  spirit  of  a  minister 
of  the  New  Testament.  He  would  therein  be  sometimes  ready  to  envy  the 
more  easie  condition  of  the  husbandmen;  but  in  submission  and  obedience 
unto  the  oal!  of  God,  he  now  set  bis  band  unto  the  plough  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ:  and  therefore  in  the  form  of  a  solemn  covenant,  he  obliged 
himself  unto  the  most  conscientious  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties; 
in  which  discharge  he  would  always  beg  of  God  that,  whatever  exhortation 
be  gave  unto  others;  might  first  be  shaped  in  his  own  experience:  and  yet 
sometimes  be  would  complain  unto  his  friends;  "AlasI  I  preach  not  what 
I  am,  but  what  I  ought  to  be." 

§  5.  This  gracious  man,  was  indeed  a  very  humble  man,  and  his  humility 
carried  him  even  into  a  dejection  of  spirit;  especially  when  by  importuni- 
ties he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  preach  abroad.  Once  particularly,  there 
was  a  person  of  quality,  for  whose  conversion  many  prayers  had  been  put 
up  to  God,  by  those  who  hoped  that  God  might  iiave  much  hotiour  from 
a  man  of  honour  brought  unto  himself.  Mr.  Burr,  preaohing  at  a  place 
far  from  his  own  congregation,  had  a  most  happy  success  in  the  conversioa 
of  this  gentleman,  who  not  only  acknowledged  this  change  with  much, 
thankfulness,  both  to  God  and  the  instrument,  but  also  approved  himself 
a  changed  man  in  the  whole  frame  of  his  after-conversation.  And  jet, 
coming  home  from  the  preaching  of  that  sermon,  Mr.  Burr  had  a  particu- 
lar measure  of  his  lowly  and  modest  reflections  thereupon;  adding^.  "I 
shall  ooncludej  it  is  of  God,  if  any  good  be  done  by  any  thing  preached 
by  such  an  unworthy  instrument." 

I  6.  Hence,  on  the  Lord's  day,  after  he  came  home  from  his  publiek 
work,  it  was  his  manner  presently  to  retire,  and  spend  some  time  in.^ra^- 
ing  to  God  for  the  pardon  of  the  sins  which  accompanied  hun  in  his.  work,. 
Vol.  I.— 24  .  -  , 
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and  in  praising  of  God  for  enabling  him  to  go,  in  any  measure,  through 
it;  with  petitions  for  the  good  success  of  his  lahours. 

He  then  would  come  down  to  his  family-worship,  wherein  he  spent  soma 
hours  itiBtructing  of  the  family,  and  performing  of  other  duties;  and  when 
hia  wife  desired  him  to  abate  of  his  excessive  pains,  his  answer  would  he, 
'"Tis  better  to  be  worn  out  with  work,  than  to  be  eaten  out  with  rust." 
It  was  indeed  his  joy  to  be  spending  hia  life  unto  the  uttermost  for  God 
and  for  his  people ;  yea,  he  would  say,  though  he  should  have  no  temporal 
reioards.  Accordingly,  when  any  that  had  been  benefited  by  his  ministry 
sent  him  any  tokens  of  their  gratitude,  he  would  (like  Luther)  beg  of 
God  "That  he  might  not  have  his  portion  in  such  things:"  and  he  desired 
of  his  grateful  friends,  "  that  if  they  had  gotten  any  good  of  him,  they 
would  give  unto  God  alone  the  glory  of  it,"  Moreover,  if  be  had  under- 
stood that  any  had  gained  in  the  concern  of  their  souls  by  his  labours, 
he  would  mention  it,  in  some  of  his  private  devotions,  with  this  expres- 
sion, "Lord,  of  thine  own  have  I  given,  take  then  the  glory  unto  thy  self: 
as  for  me,  let  ray  portion  be  in  thy  self,  and  not  in  the  things  of  this 
world."  But  when  he  was  debarred  of  his  liberty  to  preach,  he  was  even 
"  like  a  iish  out  of  the  water ;"  and  his  very  body  languished  through  a  sym- 
pathy, with  the  resentments  of  his  mijii^;  saying,  "That  his  preaching  was 
his  life;  and  if  he  were  laid  aside  from  that,  he  should  quickly  be  dead." 

§  7.  It  was  not  on  the  Lord's  day  only,  but  every  day,  that  this  good 
man  was  usually,  "in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long,"  He  might 
say  with  the  Psalmist,  "When  I  awake,  I  am  still  with  God:"  for  at  his 
first  awaking,  he  would  bless  God  for  the  mercies  of  the  night,  and  then 
pray,  "that  he  might  so  number  his  days,  as  to  apply  his  heart  to  wis- 
dom:" and  if  he  awaked  in  the  night,  it  would  commonly  be  with  some 
thariksgivings  unto  Heaven.  Eising  in  the  morning,  he  would  repair  to  bis 
beloved  st-udy,  where  he  began  the  day  with  secret  prayer  before  the  Lord : 
after  this,  he  would  read  a  chapter  in  the  Old  Testament,  spending  some 
time  in  serious,  and  solemn,  and  heart  searching  nieditations  thereupon: 
he  would  then  come  down  into  his  family,  where,  with  his  prayers,  he 
would  then  read  and  expound,  and  apply  the  same  chapter  unto  his  own 
folks,  and  such  of  the  neighbours  as  would  come  in  to  enjoy  his  medita- 
tions at  the  usual  season  of  them.  Retiring  then  to  his  study  again,  he 
would  continue  there,  till  called  unto  his  dinner;  and  if  n<jne  came  to 
spealc  with  him  after  dinner,  he  would,  after  some  diversion  for  a  while 
with  his  children,  return  to  his  study,  where  he  would  then  have  a  time 
to  pray  with  his  wife;  but  if  at  any  time  he  were  invited  unto  a  dinner 
abroad,  he  would  have  a  time  for  that  service  in  the  forenoon,  before  hi^ 
going  out. 

As  the  evening  drew  on,  after  the  like  manner,  he  would  read  a  chap 
ter  in  the  New  Testament,  making  his  family  partakers  of  his  reflections 
with  his  prayer  upon  it.     And  before  his  going  to  bed,  he  usually  walkec 
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Up  and  down  the  room,  for  half  an  hour  or  more,  pondering  upon  .wTtie- 
thing,  which  his  wife,  desiring  to  know,  "what  it  was?"  he  replied,  "See- 
ing thou  art  so  near  me,  if  it  may  do  thee  good,  I'll  tell  thee;  First,"  he 
said,  he  called  himself  unto  au  account,  "how  he  had  spent  the  day?" 
and  what  sinful  commissions  or  omissions  he  had  heen  overtaken  with ;  for 
which  he  then  begged  pardon  of  God.  Secondly,  he  reckoned  np  the  par- 
ticular mercies  he  had  received  in  the  day,  rendring  of  praises  to  Heaven 
for  those  mercies.  Lastly,  be  made  his  ^petitions  to  God,  that  he  might  be 
prepared  for  sudden  death :  unto  which  tliird  article  in  his  thoughts,  that 
which  gave  more  special  occasion  was  the  sudden  death  of  his  brother, 
an  eminent  and  excellent  Christian,  whom,  he  said,  he  could  never  forget. 
■  §  8.  When  lie  travelled  abroad,  he  thought  long  to  be  at  home  again, 
through  his  dissatisfaction  at  his  not  having  elsewhere  so  convenient  sea- 
sons for  his  communion  with  God.  And  when  he  took  any  journeys 
with  his  friends,  it  was  his  manner  to  enquire,  "  What  good  had  been 
done,  or  gained  therein?"  and  "what  good  examples  had  been  seen?" 
and  "what  good  instructions  had  been  heard?"  and  that  there  might  be 
no  loss  of  iime  in  the  joameys,  he  would  be  full  at  profitable  discourse, 
especially  by  way  of  occasional  reflection  upon  things  that  then  occurred 
unto  observation.  What  he  was  in  a  journey,  the  same  he  was  at  the 
table;  even  like  the  Are,  (what  was  once  writ  of  Athenodorus)  'E^aifrw 
iravta,  to.  wapajtJj/iEua.*  So  that  they  who  would  bear  no  part  in  a  gracious 
cofnmunication,  would  be  dumh  where-evet  he  came;  and  some  of  the 
roughest  and  rudest  hearers  would  have  tears  fetched  from  their  eyes  at 
the  soul-melting  expressions  that  passed  from  his  mouth.  Moreover,  at  a 
feast  he  would  eat  more  sparingly  than  at  another  lime,  giving  us  his  rea- 
son for  his  temperance,  the  advice  of  the  wise  man:  "Put  a  knife  to  thy 
throat;"  and  he  would  say,  "Where  there  are  many  varieties,  there  are 
many  temptations." 

§  9.  It  was  his  wont,  before  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  keep  a  day  of  solemn 
fasting  and  prayer  alone,  with  bis  wife,  as  well  to  prepare  themselves  for 
that  sacred  ordinance,  as  to  obtain  the  manifold  blessings  of  Heaven  upon 
his  family  and  neighbourhood.  Such  was  his  piety.  And  as  for  his 
charity,  he  seldom  visited  the  poor,  hut  with  spirituals  he  communicated 
also  temporals  unto  them :  for  which,  when  some  of  his  friends  intimated 
that  he  might  err,  in  reserving  no  more  for  himself,  he  would  answer,  "I 
often  think  of  those  words,  he  that  soweth  sparingly,  shall  reap  spar- 
ingly." It  was  also  remarkable  to  see  how  much  his  own  personal  joys  and 
griefs  were  swallowed  up  in  the  sympatliy  which  he  had  with  the  condition 
of  the  whole  church  abroad:  when  he  heard  it  was  well  with  the  church, 
he  would  say,  "Blessed  be  God,  that  it  goes  well  with  them,  whatever 
becomes  of  me!"  But  Mill,  none  of  his  own  private  prosperity  kept 
him  from  feeling  it,  as  a  true  member  of  that  mystical  body.    Finally,  all 
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tlie  graces  wliicb  tlius  rendred  bim  amiable  to  tbose  that  were  about  bim, 
were  attended  with,  such  Mosaic  meekness  as  made  him  yet  further  ami- 
able: he  would  be  zeahvs  when  he  saw  dishonour  cast  on  the  name  of 
God,  \)VApatient  under  injury  offered  unto  himself.  If  he  were  informed 
that  any  thought  meanly  of  him,  he  would  not  be  moved  at  it,  but  say, 
"I  tbink  as  meanly  of  my  self,  and  therefore  may  well  be  content  that 
others  think  meanly  of  me:"  and  when  evil  bath  been  charged  on  bim, 
he  has  repbed,  "If  men  see  so  much,  what  does  God  see?"  Disgraceful 
and  unworthy  speeches  bestowed  upon  him,  he  would  call  Ai's  gaiiis;  but 
it  Vas  bis  trouble  to  find  himself  applauded.  His  friends  might  indeed 
have  said  of  bim,  as  Luther  of  Melancthon,  Mihi  plane  videkir  saltern  in 
hoc  errare,  quod  Christum  ipse  fingat  hngim  abesse  A  Oorde  sua,  quam  sit 
re  vera:  cert^  nimis  NuUus  in  hoc  est  noster  Jonathan.* 

§  10.  This  bright  star  must  move  westward.  He,  with  many  fellow- 
sufferers  for  the  "testimony  of  Jesus,"  being  silenced  in  England;  and 
foreseeing  a  dismal  storm  a  coming  upon  the  nation,  till  the  overpassing 
whereof  he  saw  many  praying  saints  directed  unto  America  for  chambers 
of  safety ;  and  willing  to  forego  all  worldly  advantages  for  the  enjoyment 
of  gospel  ordinances,  administered  without  the  mixtures  oi  humane  inven- 
tions; he  removed  into  New-England,  having  his  three  children  with  bim, 
and  his  wife  big  with  a  fourth,  in  his  remove;  where  arriving,  it  refreshed 
him  not  a  little  to  see  the  escaped  people  of  God,  with  "harps  in  their 
hands,"  there  singing  the  "song  of  Moses."  He  came  into  New-England 
at  a  time  when  there  was  not  so  much  want  of  lights  as  of  golden  candle- 
sticks-wheiein  to  place  the  lights;  but  he  was  not  long  there  before  he 
was  invited  by  the  cburob  of  Dorchester  to  be  an  assistant  unto  the  well- 
known  Mr.  Eicbard  Mather. 

§  11.  The  evil  one,  disturbed  at  the  happiness  of  Dorchester,  very  strongly 
endeavoured  a  misunderstanding  between  Mr.  Mather  and  Mr.  Burr;  and 
the  misunderstanding  did  proceed  so  far  as  to  produce  a  paroxism. 

It  was  judged  by  some  of  the  brethren  in  the  cburcb  that  Mr.  Burr  had 
expressed  himaelferroneously  in  certain  points,  then  much  agitated  through- 
out the  country ;  and  Mr.  Mather,  upon  their  desire,  examining  the  prop- 
ositions which  this  good  man  bad  written,  thought  he  could  not  altogether 
clear  them  from  exceptions.  Hereupon  grew  such  alienations,  that  they 
could  not  be  well  re-united  without  calling  in  the  help  of  neighbouring 
churches  in  a  council;  which  council  directing  both  Mr.  Matber  and  Mr. 
Burr  to  acknowledge  what  misunderstandings  were  then  discovered  in  this 
business,  those  two  good  men  set  apart  a  day  for  the  reconciliation;  and 
with  such  exemplary  expressions  of  humility  and  affection  rectified  all  that 
liad  been  out  of  joint,  that  God  was  exceedingly  glorified,  and  the  peace 
of  the  church  effectually  restored  and  maintained. 
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§  12.  This  true  Barnabas  was  not  only  to  give  the  churches  of  New- 
England  a  consolatory  visit  in  His  passage  unto  glory,  that  he  might  leave 
them  an  example  of  that  hve,  patience,  holiness,  and  fruitfalness,  which 
would  make  them  an  happy  people.  Though  he  had  not  persecution  to 
try  him  in  this  wiiderness,  yet  he  was  not  without  his  trials ;  for,  as  'tis 
well  observed  in  the  discourse,  De  Duplid  Martyrio,*  which  goes  under  the 
name  of  Gyprian,  Si  deest  Tyrannus,  si  Tortor,  si  Spolialar,  twn  deerit  con- 
cupiscentia,  Martyni  Maieriam  quolidianam  nolns  exJiibens.^  The  next  year 
after  he  came  to  New -England,  he  was  taken  sick  of  the  small-pox;  out 
of  which  he  nevertheless  recovered,  and  came  forth  as  "  gold  that  had  beeu 
tryed  in  the  fire."  He  then  renewed  and  applied  the  covenant  of  grace,  by 
the  suitable  recognitions  of  the  following  instrument: 

"I,  Jonathan  Burr,  being  brought  in  the  arras  of  Almighty  God  over  tha  vast  ocean,  with 
my  family  and  friends,  and  graciously  provided  for  in  a  wilderness;  and  being  senEjible  of 
my  own  unproflabieaesi  and  self-seekiTig;  yet  of  infinite  mercy,  being  called  unto  the  tre- 
mendous work  of  feeding  struh,  and  being  of  late  with  my  family  delivered  out  of  a  great 
affliction  of  the  small-pox;  and  having  found  the  fruit  of  that  affliction;  God  tempering, 
ordering,  mitigattng  the  evil  tliereof,  so  os  I  have  been  graciously  and  speedily  delivered;  I 
do  promise  and  vow  to  Him  that  hath  done  all  things  for  me;  First,  That  I  will  aim  only  at 
his  glory,  and  the  good  of  souls,  and  not  my  self  and  vain  glory ;  and  that,  Secondly,  I  will 
walk  humbly,  with  lower  thoughts  of  my  self,  considering  what  a  poor  creature  lam;  a  puff 
of  breath,  sustidned  only  by  the  youier  of  His  grace;  and  therefore.  Thirdly,  I  will  be  more 
walel^ul  over  my  heart,  to  keep  it  in  a  due  frame  of  hdiness  and  obedience,  without  running 
out  80  far  to  the  creature;  for  1  have  seen  tliat  he  ia  mine  only  help  in  time  of  need.; 
Fourthly,  that  1  will  put  move  weight  upon  that_/iri«  promise,  and  sure  truth,  that  God  is  a 
"God  hearing  prayer;"  FifOdy,  that  I  will  set  up  God,  more  in  my  family,  more  in  my  self, 
wife,  children  and  servanfa;  conversing  with  them  in  a  more  serious  and  constant  manner; 
for  Ihk  God  aimed  at  in  sending  his  hand  into  my  family  at  this  time. 

"Memehio  Mori.J 

"  In  Meifso  Nihil;  in  Christo  Omne."^ 

Nor  was  his  heavenly  conversation  afterwards  disagreeable  to  these  grate- 
ful resolutions  of  his  devout  soul.  By  the  same  token,  that  the  famous 
Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  being  one  of  his  auditors  when  he  preached  in  a 
great  audience  at  Charlestown,  had  this  expression  about  him:  "Surely, 
this  man  wont  be  long  out  of  heaven,  for  he  preaches  as  if  he  were  there 
already."  And  the  most  experienced  Christians  in  the  country  found  stiil 
in  his  ministry,  as  well  as  in  his  whole  behaviour,  the  breathing  of  such  a 
spirit  as  was  very  greatly  to  their  satisfaction.  They  could  not  but  call 
him,  as  Dionysius  was  once  called,  IIetsivov  rSe  'oupavS, — ilie  hird  of  heaven. 
Had  it  not  been  old  Adam's  world,  so  innocent,  so  excellent,  so  heavenly 
a  person,  could  not  have  met  with  such  exercises  as  he  and  others  like  him 
then  sometimes  did,  even  from,  tiieir  truest  brethren. 

§  13,  Having  just  been  preaching  about  the  redemption  of  time,  he  fell 
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into  a  sickness  of  ten  days'  continuance ;  during  which  time,  he  expressed 
a  wonderful  patience  and  submission  upon  all  occasions.  His  wife,  per- 
ceiving his  wilUngness  to  die,  asked  him,  "  whether  he  were  desirous  to  leave 
her  and  his  children?"  Whereto  his  answer  was,  "Do  not  mistake  me: 
I  am  not  desirous  of  that;  but  I  bless  God  that  now  my  will  is  the  Lord's 
will:  if  he  will  have  me  to  live  yet  with  my  dear  wife  and  children,  I  am, 
willing.  I  will  say  to  you,  my  dear  wife  and  children,  as  the  apostle  says, 
'It  is  better  for  you,  that  I  abide  with  you;  but  it  is  better  for  rae  to  be 
dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ.' "  And  perceiving  his  wife's  disconsola- 
tion,  he  asked  her,  "if  she  could  not  be  willing  to  part  with  him;"  where- 
upon, when  she  intimated  how  hard  it  was,  he  exhorted  her  to  acquiesce 
in  that  God  who  would  be  better  than  ten  husbands:  adding,  "Our  parting 
is  but  for  a  time;  I  am  sure  we  shall  one  day  meet  again,"  Being  dis- 
couraged by  finding  himself  unable  to  put  on  his  clothes,  one  of  his  frienda 
told  him  "his  work  was  now  to  lie  still:"  at  which  he  complained,  "I  lie 
slugging  a  bed,  when  others  are  at  work!"  But  being  minded  of  God^s 
will  that  it  should  be  so,  that  quieted  him.  Observing  how  diligently  his 
wife  tended  him,  he  said  unto  her,  "Don't  spend  so  much  time  with  me, 
but  go  thy  way  and  spend  some  time  in  prayer:  thou  knowest  not  what 
thou  mayst  obtain  from  God;  I  fear  lest  thou  look  too  much  upon  tliis 
af&iction."  A  day  or  two  before  his  death,  be  blessed  his  children ;  and 
the  night  before  he  died,  he  was  overheard  sometimes  to  say,  "I  will  wait 
until  my  change  come;"  and  "Why  art  thou  so  loath  to  die?"  A  few 
hours  before  his  death,  it  was  observed  that  he  had  a  sore  conflict  with 
the  "angel  of  death,"  who  was  now  shooting  his  last  arrows  at  him;  and 
when  one  of  the  standera-by  said,  "  The  sting  of  death  is  taken  away ;  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  overcome  death  for  you;  this  is  one  of  Satan's  last 
assaults;  his  work  is  now  almost  at  an  end;  though  he  be  a  subtil  enemy, 
and  would,  if  it  were  possible,  deceive  the  very  elect;"  he  presently  laid 
hold  on  that  last  expression  "if  it  were  possible!"  said  he,  "Blessed  be 
God  there  is  no  possibility !"  After  this,  he  requested  the  company  might 
withdraw,  that  so  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  pray  for  a  while  by 
himself;  but  seeing  the  company  loth  to  leave  the  room,  he  prayed  in 
Latin  as  long  as  he  had  strength  to  do  it.  When  he  was  to  appearance 
just  expiring,  he  called  for  his  wife;  and  stedfastly  fixing  his  eyes  upon 
her,  he  said,  "  Cast  thy  care  upon  God,  for  he  careth  for  thee."  About 
half  an  hour  after  this,  when  death  had  been  for  some  while  drawing  the 
curtains  about  him,  his  last  words  were  those  unto  his  wife,  "Hold  fast, 
hold  fasti"     So  he  finished  his  pilgrimage,  on  August  9,  1641. 

1 14.  Unto  that  vertuous  gentlewoman  his  wife,  he  expressed  himself 
with  great  confidence,  "That  God  would  certainly  provide  well  for  her;" 
and  that  gentlewoman,  shortly  after  being  honourably  and  comfortably 
married  unto  another  gentleman  of  good  estate,  namely,  Eicbard  Dummer, 
Esq.,  once  a  magistrate  of  the  colony,  lived  with  him  near  forty  years; 
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and  was  more  than  forty  years  after  alive  to  testify  her  experience  of  the 
accomplishment  which  God  had  given  unto  that  faith  of  her  dying  hus- 
band :  who  at  liis  death  commended  his  family  to  God,  in  strains  uot  unlike 
those  of  the  dyiog  Widerns: 

Christe,  tibi  eoli  men  pignara  Virta  TcUnquo,        I        Favisti,  Largam  dans  Miki  semper  opem; 

Quorum  pest  Merlem  Tu  Pater  eato  meam.         Tu  qiioqae  Faece  vieos  defends,  taere,  doceqat 

Qui  eunclU  Vit^  miierum  me  jugiter  Annh         Et  tandem  ad  C<eil  ga-adia  transfer.   Amen.* 

EPITAPHIUM. 

Mortuus  hie  Jacet,  qui  i»  OmJiiwii  Cordi'lma  Vivit. 

Omnes  ViTtutee,  qua  Vieunlpost  Funera, 

In  Uniui  BuEKi  Funere  invenerunt  Sepukhrum.f 

To  make  up  his  epitaph,  I  will  borrow  a  line  or  two  from  the  tomb-stone 
of  Volkniarus: 
Hie  Jacet  Exutii  nimium  cilo  BuRRius  Aanis,  |       Ac  Scr^ie  Animum  notifieare  LiMt, 

Adjuga  Suggestae,  Magne  MiTHEHE,  Tui.  Tot  Verbis  iion  eetet  epus  hoe  Sealperc  Saxvm; 

Si  magis  Anaomm  licuiseet  eondere  Viiam,  Sufficcrent  Quaiuor,  BuRttiDS  liic  situs  cstA 


CEAPTEH  lY. 

THE    LIFE    OP   IHR.    liBOUUE    PHIMPS 


§  1.  Not  only  the  common  sign-posts  of  every  town,  but  also  some 
famous  orders  of  knighthood  in  the  most  famous  nations  of  Enrope,  have 
entertained  us  with  traditions  of  a  certain  champion,  by  the  name  of  St. 
Geoege  dignified  and  dcstingutsked.  Now,  whilst  many  do,  with  Calvin, 
reckon  this  notable  St.  George,  with  his  brother  St.  Kit,  among  the  icu-vw 
sxiAfahUs  of  the  romantic  monks;  others,  from  the  honourable  mention  of 
him  in  so  many  liturgies,  do  think  there  might  be  such  a  man;  but  then 
he  must  be  no  other,  neither  better  nor  worse,  in  the  most  probable  opin- 
ion of  Rainolds,  than  George  the  Arrian  bishop  of  Alexandria,  the  antag- 
onist and  adversary  of  Athanasius ;  of  this  memorable  trooper,  the  Axriana 
feigned  miracles,  and  with  certain  disguises  imposed  the  feme  of  him  upon 
the  orthodox.   But  the  churches  of  New-England  being  wholly  unconcerned 
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witli  any  aucli  a  St.  George,  and  wishing  that  they  had  been  less  concerned 
with  many  Quakers,  whose  chief  apostles  have  been  so  many  of  them  called 
Georges,  but  in  effect  so  many  dragons,  there  was  one  George  who  waa 
indeed  among  the  first  saints  of  New-England!  and  that  excellent  man  of 
our  land  was  Mr,  George  Philips. 

§  2.  He  was  born  at  Eaymund,  in  the  county  of  Korfolk;  descended 
of  honest  parents,  who  were  encouraged  by  his  great  proficiency  at  the 
grammar-school  to  send  him  unto  the  university;  where  bis  good  invention, 
strong  memo-ry,  and  solid  judgment,  with  the  blessing  of  God  upon  ail, 
attained  a  degree  of  learning  that  may  be  called  eminent.  The  diligent 
reading  of  ih^fatfters,  while  he  waa  yet  himself  among  young  men,  was  one 
of  the  things  that  gave  a  special  ornament  unto  that'  skill  in  theology, 
whereto  be  attained;  but  that  which  yet  further  fitted  bjm  to  become  a 
divine,  was  his  being  "made  partaker  of  the  divine  nature,"  by  the  sancti- 
fication  of  all  his  abilities  for  the  service  of  God,  in  a  true  regeneration. 

§  8.  Devoting  himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  his  employment 
befel  him  at  Eoxford  in  Essex;  whereof  he  found  much  acceptance  with 
good  men;  as  being  a  man  "mighty  in  the  Scriptures."  But  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  writing  and  persona  of  some  old  non-conformists  had  instilled 
into  him  such  principles  about  church-government,  as  were  like  to  make  him 
unacceptable  unto  some  who  then  drove  the  world  before  them.  Some  of 
these  principles  he  had  intimated  in  bia  publick  preaching;  whereuport 
some  of  his  unsatisfied  hearers  repaired  unto  old  Mr.  Eogers  of  Dedbam, 
with  some  intimations  of  their  dissatisfaction.  Bnt  Mr.  Rogers,  although 
he  bad  not  much  studied  the  controversy,  yet  had  so  high  a  respect  for 
Mr.  Philips,  that  he  said,  he  "  believed  Mr,  Philips  would  preach  nothing 
without  some  good  eviden'ce  for  it  from  the  word  of  God,  and  therefore 
they  should  be  willing  to  regard  whatever  Mr.  Philips  might,  from  that 
word,  make  evident  unto  them."  And  as  for  Mr.  Philips,  the  more  he 
was  put  upon  the  study  and  searching  of  the  truth,  in  the  matter  contro- 
verted, the  more  he  was  confirmed  in  bis  own  opinion  of  it. 

I  4.  When  the  spirit  of  persecution  did  at  length  with  the  extreamest 
violence,  urge  a  conformity  to  loays  and  parts  of  divine  worship,  conscien- 
tiously scrupled  by  such  persons  as  our  Mr.  Philips.  He,  with  many  more 
of  his  neighbours,  entertained  thoughts  of  transporting  themselves  and 
their  families  into  the  desarts  of  America,  to  prosecute  and  propagate  the 
glorious  designs  of  the  gospel,  and  spread  the  light  of  it  in  those  "goings 
down  of  the  sun,"  and  being  resolved  accordingly  to  accompany  the  excel- 
lent Mr.  Winthrop  in  that  undertaking,  he  with  many  other  devout  Chris- 
tians, embarqucd  for  New-England,  where  they  arrived  in  the  year  1630, 
through  the  goo(ihand  of  God  upon  them.  Here,  quickly  after  his  landing, 
he  lost  the  desire  of  his  eyes,  in  the  death  of  his  desirable  consort,  who, 
though  an  only  child,  bad  cheerfully  left  her  parents,  to  serve  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  with  her  husband  in  a  terrible  wilderness.     At  Salem  she 
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(lied,  entering  into  the  everlasting  peace;  and  was  very  solemnly  interred 
near  the  Eight  Honourable  the  Lady  Arabella,  the  sister  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  who  also  took  New-England  in  her  way  to  heaven. 

§  5.  Mr.  Philips,  with  several  gentlemen  and  other  Christians,  having 
chosen  a  place  upon  Charles-Eiver  for  a  town,  which  they  called  Water- 
Town,  they  resolved  that  they  would  combine  into  a  church-fdlowship  there, 
as  their  first  work;  and  build  the  house  of  God  before  they  could  build 
many  houses  for  themselves;  thus  they  "sought,  first,  the  kingdom  of 
God  I"  And,  indeed,  Mr.  Philips  being  better  acquainted  with  the  true 
church-discipline  than  most  of  the  ministers  that  came  with  him  into  the 
country,  their  proceedings  about  the  gathering  and  ordering  of  their 
church,  were  methodical  enough,  though  not  made  in  all  things  a  pattern 
for  all  the  rest.  Upon  a  day  set  apart  for  solemn  tasting  and  prayer,  the 
very  next  month  after  they  came  ashore,  they  entred  into  this  holy  covenant: 

"JuLV  30,  1630, 

"We  whose  names  n^'e  hereto  subscribed,  hnving  through  God's  mercy  escaped  out  of 
j)Qllvtions  of  the  world,  and  been  taken  into  the  soi--ieltj  of  his  people,  with  all  Ui-inkfulneas 
do  hereby  both  with  heart  and  hand  acknowledge,  thai  his  gracious  goodness,  and  fatherly 
care,  towai'ds  us:  and  for  further  and  more  full  declaration  thereof,  to  the  present  and  future 
ages,  have  undeitaken  (for  the  promotinj;  of  his  glory  and  the  ehuruh's  good,  and  the  hononr 
of  our  blessed  Jesus,  in  our  more  full  and  free  subjecting  of  our  selves  and  ours,  under  his 
graeiuus  government,  in  the  practice  of,  and  obedience  unto  all  his  holy  ordinances  and 
orders,  which  he  hath  pleased  to  prescribe  and  impose  upon  us)  a  long  and  hazaidous  voyage 
from  east  to  west,  from  Old  Engliuid  in  Europe,  to  New-England  In  America;  that  we  may 
walk  before  him,  and  'serve  hhn  without  fear  in  holiness  and  righteousness,  all  the  days  of 
our  lives;'  and  being  safely  arrived  hei'e,  and  thus  far  onwards  peaceably  preserved  by  his 
special  providence,  that  we  may  bring  forth  our  intentions  into  (Ktioas,  and  perfect  our  reso- 
lutions, in  tiie  beginnings  of  some  j  ust  and  meet  execvtioTts ;  we  have  separaleA  the  day  above 
written  from  all  other  services,  and  dedicated  it  wholly  to  the  Lord  in  divine  employments, 
for  a  day  of  afflicting  out  souls  and  humbling  our  selves  before  the  Lord,  to  seoit  him,  and 
at  his  hands,  a  way  to  walk  in,  hy  fasting  and  prayer,  tliat  we  migM  know  vihai  was  good  in 
his  sight:  and  the  Lord  was  intreated  of  us. 

"For  in  the  end  of  that  day,  after  the  finishing  of  our  publick  duties,  we  do  all,  before  we 
depaft,  solemnly  and  with  all  our  hearts,  fersonally,  man  by  man  for  our  selves  and  ours 
(charging  ikm  before  Christ  and  his  elect  angels,  even  tliem  that  ore  not  here  with  us  this 
day,  or  are  yet  unborn,  that  they  keep  tiie  promise  unbtameably  and  f^thfully  unto  the  com- 
ing of  our  Lord  Jesus)  promise,  and  enler  into  a  sure  cocertant  with  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
before  him  with  one  another,  by  oath  and  serious  prolestalioa  made,  to  renounce  all  idolatry 
and  superstition,  wiU-wor^ip,  all  humane  traditions  and  incerUinns  whatsoever,  in  the  woi'ship 
of  God;  and  forsaking  all  evil  ways,  do  ^ve  onr  selves  wholly  unt«  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  do 
him  faithful  service,  observing  and  keeping  all  his  statutes,  commands,  and  oiviinances,  in 
till  matters  eonceming  our  reformation;  his  worship,  administrations,  ministry,  and  govern- 
ment; and  in  the  carriage  of  our  selves  among  onr  selves,  and  one  towards  another,  as  he 
hath  prescribed  in  his  holy  icord.  Further  swearing  to  cleave  unto  thai  alone,  and  the  true 
sense  and  moaning  lliereof  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  as  unto  the  most  clear  lighi  and 
infallible  rule,  and  all-sufficient  canon,  in  all  things  that  concern  us  in  this  our  way.  In  wit- 
ness of  all,  we  do  exanimo,  and  in  the  presence  of  God,  hereto  sot  our  names  or  marks,  in 
the  day  and  year  above  written," 
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About  forty  men,  whereof  the  ftrst  WM  tliat  excellent  Knight  Sir  Rioh-. 
ard  Saltonstal,  then  subscribed  this  instruraent,  in  order  nnto  their  coales- 
cence into  a  church-estate;  which  I  have  the  more  particularly  recited, 
because  it  was  one  of  the  Jlrst  ecclesiastical  transactions  of  this  nature 
managed  in  the  colony.  But  in  after  time,  they  that  joined  unto  the 
church,  subscribed  a  form  of  the  covenant,  somewhat  altered,  with  a 
"confession  of  faith"  annexed  unto  it. 

§  6.  A  church  of  believers  being  thus  gathered  at  Watertown,  this  rev- 
erend man  continued  for  divers  years  among  them,  faithfully  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  ministry  to  the  "flock,  whereof  he  was  made  the  over- 
seer;" and  as  a  "faithful  steward  giving  to  every  one  their  meat  in  due 
season."  Herein  he  demonstrated  himself  to  be  a  real  divine;  but  not  in 
any  thing  more,  than  in  his  most  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  divine 
oracles  of  the  Scripture :  being  fully  of  Jerom's  perswasion,  Ama  Scientiam 
Scripturarum,  et'  Vitia  Carnis  non  aviahis*  He  had  so  thoroughly  perused 
and  pondered  them,  that  he  was  able  on  the  sudden  to  turn  unto  any  text, 
without  the  help  of  Concordances ;  and  they  were  so  much  his  delight,  that 
as  it  has  been  by  some  of  his  family  aflrmed,  "he  read  over  the  whole 
Bible  six  times  every  year:"  nevertheless  he  did  use  to  say,  "That  every 
time  he  read  the  Bible,  he  observed  or  collected  something,  which  he  never 
did  before."  There  was  a  famous  prince  of  Transylvania,  who  found  the 
time  to  read  over  the  Bible  no  less  than  twenty-seven  times.  There  was 
a  famous  King  of  Arragon,  who  read  over  the  Bible  fourteen  times,  with 
Lyra's  Commentaries.  A  religious  person,  who  was  a  close  prisoner  in  a 
dark  dungeon,  having  a  candle  brought  him,  for  the  few  minutes  in  the 
day  when  his  poor  meals  were  to  be  eaten,  chose  then  to  read  a  little  of 
hia  Bible,  and  eat  his  necessary  food  when  the  candle  was  gone.  Yea,  the 
Emperour  Theodosius  wrote  out  the  New  Testament  with  his  own  hand ; 
and  Bonaventure  did  as  much  by  the  Old;  and  some  have,  like  Zuinglius 
aad  Boza,  lodged  vast  paragraphs  of  it  in  the  memories.  Among  such 
memorable  students  in  the  Scriptures,  our  Philips  deserves  to  have  some 
remembrance:  who  was  fully  of  the  opinion  expres.sed  by  Luther,  "If  the 
letters  of  Princes  are  to  be  read  three  times  over,  surely  then  God's  letters 
(as  Gregory  calls  the  Scriptures)  are  to  be  read  seven  times  thrice,  yea, 
seventy  times  seven,  and,  if  it  could  be,  a  thousand  times  over;"  and  he 
might  say  with  Ridley,  giving  an  account  of  how  much  of  the  Bible  he 
had  learnt  by  heart,  "Though  in  time  a  great  part  of  tbe  study  departed 
from  me,  yet  the  sweet  smell  thereof,  I  trust,  I  shall  carry  with  me  to 
heaven."  Indeed,  being  well  skilled  in  the  original  tongues,  he  could  see 
farther  into  the  Scriptures  than  most  other  men ;  and  thereby  being  "  made 
wise  unto  salvation,"  he  also  became  "  a  man  of  God,  thoroughly  furnished 
unto  all  good  works." 

§  7.  Hence  also  he  became  an  able  disputant;  and  ready  upon  all  occa- 
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fiions  to  maintain  what  he  delivered  from  the  word  of  God;  for  whiiih 
oaiise  his  bearers  counted  him,  "the  irrefragable  Doctor;"  though  be  were 
BO  humble  and  modest,  as  to  be  very  averse  unto  disputation,  until  driven 
thereto  by  extream  necessity.  One  of  his  hearers,  after  some  conference 
with  him  about  in/ant-baptism,  and  several  points  of  cliurch-disdplinc,. 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  arguments  in  writing  for  his  further  satisfaction. 
This  copy  the  man  sends  over  to  England,  which  an  Anabaptist  there 
published  with  a  pretended  confutation;  whereby  the  truth  lost  nothing, 
for  Mr.  Philips  hereupon  published  a  judicious  treatise,  entituled,  "A 
Vindication  of  Infant- Baptrnn,"  whereto  there  is  added  another,  "  Of  the 
Church."  This  boot  was  honourably  received  and  mentioned,  by  the 
eminent  assembly  of  London  ministers;  and  a  preface  full  of  honour  was- 
thereto  prefixed  by  the  famous  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard ;  notwithstanding  the 
difference  betweenhim  and  Mr.  Philips,  upon  one  or  two  points,  where- 
about those  two  learned  neighbours  maniiged  a  controversy  with  so  much 
reason,  and  yet  candor  and  kindness,  that  if  all  theological  controversies  had 
been  bo  handled,  we  need  not  so  much  wish,  Liberari  ab  Implacabilihus 
Theohgorum  Odiis.^ 

§  8.  About  fourteen  years  continued  he  in  his  ministry  at  Watertown; 
in  which  time  his  ministry  was  blessed  for  the  conversion  of  many  unto 
God,  and  for  the  edification  and  confirmation  of  many  that  were  converted. 
He  was,  indeed,  "a  good  man,  and  full  of  faith,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:" 
and  for  that  cause  he  was  not  only  in  publick,  but  in  private  also,  very 
full  of  holy  discourse  on  all  occasious;  especially  on  the  Lord's  day  at 
noon,  the  time  intervening  between  the  two  exercises,  he  would  spend  in 
conferring  with  such  of  his  good  people  as  resorted  unto  hia  house,  at 
such  a  rate  as  marvellously  ministered  grace  unto  the  hearers;  not  wanting 
any  time  then,  as  it  seems,  for  any  further  preparations  than  what  he  had 
still  aforehand  made  for  the  publick  sermons  of  the  afternoon. 

§  9.  He  laboured  under  many  bodily  infirmities:  but  was  especially 
liable  unto  the  choUck;  the  extremity  of  one  fit  whereof,  was  the  wind 
which  carried  him  afore  it  into  the  haven  of  eternal  rest,  on  July  1,  in  the 
year  1644,  much  desired  and  lamented  by  his  church  at  Watertown ;  who 
testified  tbeir  affection  to  their  deceased  pastor  by  a  special  care  to  pro- 
mote and  perfect  the  education  of  his  eldest  son,  whereof  all  the  country, 
but  especially  the  town  of  llowly,  have  since  reaped  the  benefit. 


Hie  Jacet  Geohgjus  Fbii.ipfi. 
Fir  Incomparahilis,  nisi  Ssmuelem  genuUset,^ 
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CHAPTEE   ?. 

P4ST0R   EVANGELICUS;*   THE   LIFE   OP  MR.    T1IBMA8  SHEPARD. 

Nee  Mircris, 

Animam  lam  Suiitd  in  Cielmii  avolassci  nom  vicem 
Atarum  eff)i  eufrplirunt  Freces  mnE  et  tuepiria.i 

§  1.  It  was  the  gracious  and  savoury  speech  uttered  by  one  of  the 
greatest  personages  in  England,  and  perhaps  in  all  Europe,  unto  a  grave 
minister:  "I  have  {said  he)  passed  through  many  places  of  honour  and 
trust,  both  in  church  and  state,  more  than  any  of  my  order  in  England, 
for  seventy  years  before.  But  were  I  assured  that  by  my  preaching,  I 
had  converted  but  one  soul  unto  God,  I  should  herein  take  more  comfort, 
than  in  all  the  honours  and  offices  that  have  ever  been  bestowed  upon 
me."  Let  my  reader  now  go  with  me,  and  I  will  show  him  one  of  the 
happiest  men  that  ever  we  saw;  as  great  a  converter  of  souls  as  has  ordi- 
narily been  known  in  our  days. 

§  2,  Amongst  those  famovs,  whereof  there  were  diverse,  ministers  of 
New-England,  which  were  born  in  or  near  the  first  lustre  of  King  James' 
reign,  one  of  the  least  inconsiderable  was  our  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard; 
whose  father,  Mr.  William  Shepard,  called  him  Thomas,  because  his  birth 
was  November  5,  Anno  1605,  as  near  as  could  be  guessed,  at  the  very 
hour  when  the  blow  should  have  been  given  in  the  execrable  gun-powder 
treason;  a  villany,  concerning  which  he  said,  "This  child  of  his  would 
hardly  be  able  to  believe  that  ever  such  a  wickedness  could  be  attempted 
by  the  sons  of  men."  His  father  had  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  whereof 
tins  Thomas,  born  in  Towcester,  near  Northampton,  was  the  youngest; 
and  as  he  lived  a  prudent,  so  he  died  a  pious  man,  while  his  youngest  sou 
was  but  a  youth.  Our  Thomas  had  in  his  childhood  laboured  under  the 
discouragements,  first  of  a  bitter  step-mother,  and  then  of  a  cruel  school- 
master, till  God  stirred  up  the  heart  of  his  eldest  brol^ier  to  become  s.  father 
unto  him,  who,  for  the  use  of  his  portion,  brought  him  up. 

§  3,  Bending  his  mind  now  to  study,  he  became  fit  for  the  university 
at  fifteen  years  of  age;  where  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 
Coekrel,  a  Northamptonshire  man,  fellow  of  Immanuel  CoUedge. 

But  when  he  had  been  upwards  of  two  years  in  that  colledge,  this 
young  man,  who  had  been  heretofore  under  more  ineffectual  operaHons  of 
the  Divine  Word  upon  him,  was  now  more  effectually  called  unto  a  saving 
acquaintance  with  him,  that  is  our  true  Immanueh  The  ministry  of  Mr. 
Chaderton  and  Mr.  Dickinson  struck  his  heart  with  powerful  convictions 

*  EvangallcBl  Pasuir,  I    Hatli  enleredslglr:  for  ho  Boiigbt  the  skiea 

i  Sny,  wondei  not  Ihui  hi!,  nlUi  illght  su  keen,  On  wings  or  ptniier  and  penltenUal  siglia. 
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of  bis  miseries  in  his  unregeneracy ;  and  while  he  shook  off  those  convic- 
tions, it  pleased  God  tliat  a  devout  scholar,  walking  with  him,  fell  into 
discourses  about  the  miseries  of  an  unregenerate  man,  whereby  the  arrows 
of  G-od  were  struck  deeper  into  him.  At  another  time,  falling  into  a 
pious  company,  where  they  conferred  about  the  wralk  of  God,  and  the 
extremity/  and  eternity  of  it,  this  added  unto  his  awakenings;  and  though 
profane  company  afterwards  caused  him  to  lose  much  of  the  sense  which 
he  had  of  these  things,  yet  when  Dr.  Preston  came  thither,  his  first  ser- 
mon on  that  ["Be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your  mind"]  so  renewed  the 
former  impressions  which  bad  been  upon  hira,  that  he  soon  approved 
himself  a  person  truly  renewed  in  Ms  own  spirit,  and  converted  unto  God. 
From  this  time,  which  was  in  the  year  1624,  he  set  himself  especially  on 
the  work  of  daily  meditation,  which  he  attended  every  evening  before 
supper;  meditating  on  "the  evil  of  sin,  the  terror  of  God's  wrath,  the  day 
of  death  and  judgment,  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;"  and  "the 
deceitfulness  of  hia  own  heart,"  until  he  found  the  transforming  injhmnie 
of  those  things  upon  his  own  soul;  a  course  which  afterwards  he  would 
mightily  commend  unto  others  that  consulted  him;  and  he  rested  not 
until  coming  to  see  that  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  alone  th^e  was  laid  up 
the  full  supply  of  all  spiritual  wants,  he  found  the  grace  of  God  enabling 
him  to  accept  of  that  precious  Lord,  and  rejoice  in  that  wisdom,  and  right- 
eousness, and  sanctifkation,  and  redemption  which  He  is  made  unto  us: 
whence  afterwards,  drawing  up  a  catalogue  of  the  Divine  favours  unto 
him,  he  had  therein  these  passages  among  the  rest,  which  are  from  thence 
now  transcribed : 

"The  Lord  is  the  God  (hat  sent,  1  think,  Uie  best  miiiisteva  in  the  world  to  call  me;  Dr. 
Preston  and  Mr.  Goodwin.  Tile  words  of  the  fiist,  at  the  first  sermon  he  made,  when  he 
ciime  into  the  colledgo,  ns  niiistcr  of  it;  and  divers  that  he  preached  at  that  time,  did  open 
my  heart,  and  convince  me  of  my  unbelief,  and  my  total  emptiness  of  all,  and  enmity 
iigainst  all  good.  And  the  Lord  made  me  honoar  him  highly,  and  love  him  dearly,  though 
loany  godly  men  spake  against  lijm.  And  he  is  the  God  thnt  in  these  ordinances  convinced 
me  of  my  guilt  and  filth  of  ein,  especially  self  seeking,  and  love  of  honour  of  men  in  all  I 
did;  and  humbled  rpe  under  both,  so  as  to  make  me  set  an  higher  price  upon  Christ  and 
grace,  and  loath  my  self  the  more,  and  so  I  was  eased  of  a  world  of  disconragement.  He 
hIso  showed  me  the  worth  of  Christ,  and  made  my  soul  satisfied  with  hiva,  and  cleave  to 
him,  because  God  had  made  him  righteousness;  and  hence  also  revealed  hia  fi'ee  justifica- 
tion, and  gave  me  support  and  rest  upon  and  in  his  promises  made  to  them  that  receive  him 
as  Lord  and  Ring;  which  T  found  my  heart  long  unwilling  to.  And  this  was  the  ground, 
or  rather  occasion  of  many  horrid  temptations  of  Atheism,  Judaism,  Familism,  Popery,  Des- 
pair, as  having  sinned  the  unpardonable  sin;  yet  the  Lord,  at  last,  made  me  yield  up  my 
self  to  his  condemrdug  will,  as  good;  which  gave  me  great  peace  and  quietness  of  heiirf, 
throngh  the  blood  and  pity  of  Chiist.  I  have  met  with  all  kinds  of  teinptations,  but  after 
my  conversion.  I  was  never  tempted  to  Arminianism,  my  own  experience  so  sensibly  con- 
I'nting  the  freedom  of  viiU." 

g  4.  One  Dr.  Wilson,  having  a  purpose,  with  a  most  noble  and  pious 
charity,  to  maintain  a  lecture,  the  ministers  of  Essex,  in  one  of  their 
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raontlilj/a5fe,  propounded  unto  Mr.  Shepard,  the  service  of  thia  lecture  to 
be  attended  iu  the  great  town  of  Coggeshal.  But  the  people  of  Earl's 
Coin,  on  that  very  day,  when  the  ministera  were  together  in  Tsirling  at 
prayer,  for  the  direction  of  Heaven  in  this  matter,  so  aftectionately  addressed 
them,  for  the  benefit  of  this  lecture,  that  it  was  granted  unto  them,  for  the 
three  years  ensuing.  Mr.  Shepard,  having  proceeded  Master  of  Arts  at 
Cambridge,  accepted  now  an  invitation  to  Earl's  Coin;  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  the  inhabitants  were  so  loath  to  let  him  go,  that  they  gathered 
among  themselves  a  convenient  salary  to  support  him  still  amongst  them : 
though  his  lecture  were  gone.  At  Earl's  Coin  then  he  tarried,  and  pre- 
vailed for  the  lecture  to  be  settled  the  next  three  years  in  Towcester,  the 
place  of  his  nativity ;  and  for  Mr.  Stone  to  be  employed  in  the  labour  of 
it;  which  was  to  him  an  extreame  satisfaction. 

§  5.  Although  Mr,  Shepard  were  but  a  young  man,  yet  there  was  that 
majesty  and  energy  in  hia  preaching,  and  that  holiness  in  his  life,  which  was 
not  ordinary.  And  God  made  him  a  rich  blessing,  not  only  to  Coin,  but 
unto  all  the  towns  round  about;  wherein  there  were  many  converted  unto 
God,  and  sundry  were  so  affected  unto  this  instrument  of  their  conversion, 
that  they  afterwaids  went  a  thousand  leagues  to  enjoy  his  ministry.  But 
when  Dr.  Laud  becomes  Bishop  of  London,  Mr.  Shepard  must  no  longer 
be  preacher  at  Coin:  lie  was  quickly  silenced,  for  none  but  that  fault, 
which  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Puritanism:  and  being  silenced, 
he  withdi-ew  to  the  kind  family  of  the  Harlackinden's,  where,  applying 
himself  more  exactly  to  the  study  of  the  ceremonies  in  the  worship  of  God 
then  imposed,  the  more  he  studied  them,  the  less  he  liked  them.  Among 
other  things  that  signalized  him,  after  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Harlack- 
inden,  I  iind  one  memorable  passage  reported  by  Mr.  Woodcock,  with 
sufficient  evidence,  in  Mr.  Baxter's  book  about,  "the  worlds  of  spirits." 
In  the  chamber  of  a  toumb  house,  where  two  of  Mr.  Harlackinden's  men 
did  use  to  lie,  there  was  always,  at  two  a  clock  in  the  morning,  the  sound 
of  a  great  hell  tolling.  Mr.  Harlackinden  would  once  lie  there,  between  his 
two  servants,  to  satisfie  himself  about  it.  At  the  usual  time  came  the  usual 
sound,  which  threw  the  gentleman  into  no  little  consternation.  But  Mr. 
Shepard,  with  some  Christians,  having  spent  a  night  in  prayer  at  this  place, 
the  noise  never  gave  any  disturbance  after. 

Once  and  again  after  this,  finding  the  resolution  of  the  bishop  to  mine 
him,  if  he  did  not  leave  the  country,  he  seasonably  received  letters  of  Mr. 
Ezekiel  Sogers,  minister  of  Eowly,  in  Yorkshire,  encouraging  him  to  visit 
those  parts,  and  accept  employment  in  the  house  of  Sir  Eichard  Darly, 
of  Buttercrambe,  in  that  county.  Driven  to  follow  this  counsel,  his  jour- 
ney proved  as  troublesome  in  all  the  mnter-drcumslances  of  it,  as  a  travel- 
ler could  have  wished  for;  and  afler  he  had  swam  for  his  life,  by  missing 
his  way  over  some  overflown  bridges,  he  made  it  late  on  Saturday-ni^ht 
before  he  came  to  York;  but  there  having  refreshed  him  self,  he  went  on 
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to  Euttercrambc  that  night,  which  was  about  seven  miles  farther,  where, 
wet,  and  cold,  and  late,  he  that  night  arrived. 

§  6.  It  added  unto  bis  discouragements  when,  on  the  first  night  of  hia 
arrival,  he  found  gross  profanities  prevailing  both  in  the  family  and  in  the 
neighbourhood;  but  God  quickly  made  him  instrumental  to  a  blessed 
change  in  both.  The  pro/ixnesi  persons  thereabouts  were  soon  touclied  with 
the  efficacy  of  his  ministry  and  his  conference;  and  prayer  with  fasting,  as 
well  as  other  exercises  of  devotion,  succeeded  in  the  room  of  their  former 
wiMnesses.  Both  Sir  Richard  and  all  his  sons,  as  well  as  many  others 
there,  had  cause  to  bless  God  that  ever  they  saw  the  face  of  that  holy 
man :  and  as  a  testimony  of  their  affection  for  him,  they  encouraged  his 
marrii^e  with  the  knight's  near  kinswoman,  who  upon  this  account  also 
enlarged  her  portion,  about  the  year  1632,  But  Bishop  Neal  here  would 
not  allow  him  any  liberty  for  his  ministry,  without  a  subscription,  which 
his  better  informed  conscience  could  not  make;  and  this  occasioned  his 
removal  upon  a  call  unto  a  town  of  Northumberland,  called  Heddon; 
where  his  labours  were  prospered  unto  the  souls  of  many  people.  One 
of  the  houses  which  he  then  hired  was  haunted  with  a  devil,  as  was  com- 
monly conceived  upon  the  departure  of  a  noted  witch,  who  had  been  the 
former  inhabitant;  and  the  house  wtis  troubled  with  strange  noises,  till 
the  earnest  prayers  of  this  man  of  God  procured  a  deliverance  from  so 
extream  a  trouble.  But  thither  also  the  zeal  of  the  bishop  reached  him, 
and  forbad  his  preaching  there  any  more;  no,  nor  durst  the  more  ingenu- 
ous Dr.  Morton,  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  afford  him  any  countenance  or 
connivance,  inasmiich  as  the  primate  of  England  had  looked  with  so  bard 
an  eye  upon  him. 

I  7.  While  he  was  thus  denyed  the  liberty  of  preaching  the  truths  of 
the  gospel,  as  much  aa  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  land,  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr,  Stone,  and  Mr.  Weld  into  New-England, 
had  awakened  many  pious  people,  all  England  over,  to  think  of  the  like 
removal;  and  several  of  his  friends  already  gp-t  into  New-England,  as 
well  as  others  that  were  now  going  thither,  invited  him  to  accompany 
them  in  the  condition  of  that  plantation.  Wherefore  he  considered  with 
himself  that  he  could  not  propose  to  himself  the  peaceable  exercise  of  his 
ministry  in  any  part  of  England;  that  his  most  intimate  friends  had  many 
ways  expressed  their  desires  of  his  going  with  them  into  another  country; 
that  many  eminent  ministers,  and  excellent  Christians,  had  already  trans- 
planted themselves;  ^at  he  could  not  with  a  safe  conscience  comply  with 
the  ceremonies  and  mixt  communion  at  home;  that  it  was  his  duty  to  seek 
the  enjoyment  of  divine  ordinances  in  a  further  measure  than  was  there 
attainable;  and  that  it  would  be  a  sad  thing  for  him,  in  case  of  mortality, 
to  leave  his  wife  and  son  in  the  midst  of  the  northern  harbarities;  which 
considerations  now  disposed  him  for  New-England,  So  having  preached 
Ills  farewell  sermon  at  Newca'^tle,  he  came  from  thence  in  a  disguise  to 
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Ipswicli,  and  from  thence  to  Earl's  Coin:  longing  to  be  in  a  country 
where  he  might  not  lose  any  more  precious  time  through  the  inconveni- 
ences of  unsettlement. 

§  8.  Mr.  Shepard  and  Mr.  Norton  coming  now  together  unto  Yarmouth, 
to  take  shipping  for  New-England,  they  were  much  way-laid  hy  purse- 
vants,  employed  for  the  trepanning  and.  entrapping  of  them;  and  these 
pursevants  had  proceeded  so  far  as  by  a  sum  of  money  to  obtain  a  prom- 
ise from  a  boy,  belonging  to  the  house  where  they  scented  Mr.  Shepard's 
quarters,  that  he  would  open  the  door  for  them,  to  take  him  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  night.  But,  behold  the  watchful  providence  of  God 
over  his  faithful  servants !  The  gracious  and  serious  words  of  Mr.  Shep- 
ard, in  the  hearing  of  this  unlucky  boy,  struck  him  with  horror  to  think 
that  he  should  be  so  wicked  as  to  betray  such  an  holy  man.  Whereupon 
the  convinced  boy  did  with  tears  discover  the  whole  plot  unto  his  godly 
niaster,  who  forthwith  conveyed  Mr.  Shepard  out  of  the  way,  and  con- 
founded the  setters  that  would  have  catched  him. 

§  9.  It  was  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1634,  when  sailing  was  tiow  dan- 
gerous, that  Mr.  Shepard  shipped  himself  in  a  ship  of  about  four  hundred 
tun,  commanded  by  a  very  able  seaman,  but  under  a  perpetual  entail  and 
series  of  disasters,  after  some  injusOae  had  been  used  about  her.  They  set 
sail  from  Harwich  upon  the  edge  of  the  winter;  but  after  several  deliver- 
ances from  several  distresses,  within  a  few  hours  of  their  first  setting  out, 
the  winds  drove  them  again  back  into  Yarmouth  road;  where  there  arose 
one  of  the  most  fearful  storms  that  ever  was  known.  They  thought 
they  had  lost  all  their  anchors,  and  with  their  anchors  all  their  hopes;  and 
though  thousands  from  Yarmouth  walls  did  pity  them,  yet  none  could 
relieve  them:  however,  the  compassions  of  an  eminent  officer,  then 
amongst  the  spectators,  were  a  little  distinguished,  when  he  scoffingly 
said,  "As  for  a  poor  collier  there  in  the  road,  he  pitied  him  very  much; 
but  as  for  the  Puritans  in  the  other  ship,  he  was  not  concerned;  their 
faith  would  save  them."  In  this  extremity,  Mr,  Shepard,  with  all  the 
mariners  in  one  part  of  the  ship,  and  Mr,  Norton,  with  two  hundred  pas- 
sengers in  the  other,  poured  out  their  most  fervent  prayers  unto  Almighty 
God;  whereupon  the  wind  immediately  so  abated,  that  the  ship  stayed; 
and  they  found,  though  the  upper  part  of  the  vessel  was  all  broken,  yet 
their  last  anchor  unbroken,  and  themselves  delivered  from  so  great  a  death. 

§  10.  The  next  day,  which  was  the  Lord's  day^he  went  ashore  to  Yar- 
mouth, where  one  of  his  first  works  was  to  bury  his  first-born  son;  though 
he  durst  not  himself  be  present  at  the  burial,  because  his  danger  from  the 
horrid  mancatchers  ashore  had  less  of  mercy  and  more  of  horror  in  it, 
than  what  he  escaped  from  the  merciless  and  horrible  waves  of  the  sea. 
Mr.  Bridge,  of  Norwich,  now  kindly  invited  him  thither;  whither,  when 
he  came,  the  worthy  Madam  Corbet  freely  offered  him  a  great  house  of 
hers,  then  standing  empty  at  Bastwick;  and  there  he  spent  all  thcwinter. 


.KubyGoo^Ie 


OK,    THE    HISTORY    OF    NEW^ENGLAND.  ggg 

in  the  company  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Harlackinden,  a  frieiKl 
that  bved  him  at  all  times.  In  the  spring  he  went  up  to  London ;  where 
by  a  removal  from  the  lodgings  which  he  took  on  hia  first  arrival  there, 
he  again  very  naiTowly  escaped  those  "  to  whom  such  a  shepherd  was 
an  abomination." 

The  perils  wherein  he  was  continually,  "from  his  own  countrymen," 
compelled  him  once  more  to  encounter  the  perils  at  sea;  so  that  in  July 
following,  he  sailed  from  Gravesend,  in  a  bottom  too  decayed  and  feeble 
indeed  for  such  a  voyage;  but  yet  well  accommodated  with  the  society 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Jones,  and  other  Christians,  which  more  significantly 
made  good  the  name  of  the  ship,  The  Defence,  In  their  first  storm,  the 
vessel  sprang  a  leak,  which  let  in  the  water  faster  than  both  pumps  were 
able  to  turn  it  out;  a  leak  eighteen  inches  long,  and  an  inch  wide:  but  it 
was,  though  with  much  difficulty,  found  and  stopped,  just  as  they  were 
upon  diverting  into  Ireland  for  their  safety.  Being  thus  again  delivered, 
they  got  into  New-England,  and  on  October  3,  they  were  set  ashore  at 
Boston;  from  whence,  within  a  day  or  two,  his  friends  at  Cambridge 
gladly  fetched  him. 

§  11.  Mr.  Hooker,  with  his  congregation  at  Cambridge,  now  removing 
to  Hartford,  upon  Connecticut  river,  many  comfortable  dwellings  and 
considerable  demesnes  were  hereby  somewhat  prepared  for  sale  to  the 
good  people  which  Mr.  Shepard  brought  over  with  him,  who  were  loth 
to  lose  any  more  of  their  short  lives,  by  more  tedious  removals.  Accord- 
ingly, taking  up  their  station  at  Cambridge,  Mr.  Shepard,  with  several  of 
his  good  people,  did  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing  February,  in  a  vast  assem- 
bly, wherein  were  present  the  magistrates  ofthe  colony,  with  the  minis- 
ters and  messengers  of  the  neighbouring  churches,  keep  a  day  of  prayer; 
in  the  close  of  which  day  they  made  a  confession  of  their  faith^  with  a 
declaralion  of  what  regenerating  impressions  the  grace  of  God  had  made 
upon  them;  and  then  they  entred  into  their  covenant,  whereby  they 
became  a  cimrch;  to  which  Mr.  Cotton  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  gave  the 
"right  hand  of  fellowship."  However,  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Shepard 
unto  the  pastoral  charge  of  this  church,  was  deferred  until  another  day, 
wherein  there  was  more  time  to  go  through  the  other  solemnities  proper 
to  such  a  great  occasion. 

§  12.  Within  a  year  after  the  gathering  of  the  church  at  Cambridge, 
and  the  ordaining  of  Mr.  Shepard  in  that  church,  the  country  was  miser- 
ably distracted  by  a  storm  of  Antinomian  and  Familistical  opiiiiona 
then  raised..  The  mother  opinion  of  all  the  rest  was,  "That  a  Chuistian 
should  not  fetcli  any  evidence  of  his  good  state  before  God,  from  the  sight 
of  any  inherent  qualification  in  him;  or  from  any  conditional  promise 
made  unto  such  a  qualification."  From  the  womb  of  %his  fruitful  opinion, 
and  fi'onri  the  countenance  hereby  given  to  immediate  and  unwarranted 
revelations,  'tis  not  easie  to  relate  how  many  monsters,  worse  than 
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African,  arose  in  these  regions  of  America:  but  a  synod,  assembled  at 
Cambridge,  whereof  Mr.  Shepard  was  no  small  part,  most  happily  crushed 
them  all.  The  vigilancy  of  Mr.  Shepard  was  blessed,  not  only  for  the 
preservation  of  his  own  congregation  from  the  rot  of  these  opinions,  but 
also  for  the  deliverance  of  all  the  flocks  which  our  Lord  had  in  the  wilder- 
ness. And  it  was  with  a  respect  unto  this  vigilancy,  and  the  enliglitning 
and  powerful  ministry  of  Mr.  Siiepard,  that  when  the  foundation  of  a  col- 
ledffe  was  to  be  laid,  Cambridge,  rather  than  any  other  place,  was  pitched 
upon  to  be  the  seat  of  that  happy  seminary:  out  of  which  there  proceeded 
many  notable  preachers,  who  were  made  such  very  much  by  their  sitting 
nnder  Mr.  Shepard's  ministry. 

§  13.  It  has  been  a  question  of  some  curiosity,  what  might  be  the  dis- 
temper of  Hezekiah,  whereof  he  recovered  so  remarkably  and  miracu- 
lously? Now,  wheu  I  consider  the  chattering,  whereto  the  sick  prince  was 
brought  by  his  disease,  and  the  cataplasm,  which  he  used  of  things  discus- 
sive  and  emollient,  I  incline,  with  Eartholinus,  to  think  that  his  distemper 
might  be  a  malignant  quinsie,  whereof  usually  the  sick  are  either  killed  or 
(like  Hezekiah)  cured  on  the  third  day.  Snch  a  distemper  arrested  our 
holy  Shepard,  when,  in  the  course  of  nature,  and  in  the  wish  of  good  men 
he  might  have  yet  lived  with  us,  for  much  more  than  fifteen  years;  yea, 
i/wice jyteen  more,  would  scarce  have  carried  him  further  than  the  common 
age  of  man.  Keturning  home  from  a  council  at  Rowly,  he  fell  into  a  quin- 
sie, with  a  symptomatical  fever,  which  suddenly  stopped  a  silver  trumpet, 
from  whence  the  people  of  God  had  often  heard  the  joyful  sound.  Among 
other  passages  uttered  by  him,  when  he  lay  a  dying,  he  addressed  those 
that  were  about  him  with  these  words:  "Oh,  love  the  Lord  Jesus  very 
dearly  I  that  little  part  that  I  have  in  him,  is  no  small  comfort  to  me  now." 
He  died  August  26, 1649,  when  he  was  forty-three  years  and  nine  months 
old;  and  left  behind  him  of  three  wives,  which  he  successively  married, 
(Aree  sons,  who  have  since  been  the  shepherds  of  three  several  churches  in 
this  country. 

§  14.  'Tis  a  good  saying,  Non  Annis  sed  Factis  mvunt  mortales.*  Accord- 
ingly, we  will  over-again  measure  the  short  life  of  Mr.  Shepard  by  the  great 
u«i7-&  whiclihedidinit:  in  all  of  which,  themottoofWeber  was  the  design 
of  our  Shepard,  Autori  Vitcn  Yivendum  deo.\ 

Now,  besides  the  other  frequent  and  constant  labours  of  his  ministry, 
which  left  their  impressions  on  the  souls  of  multitudes,  wherc-ever  he 
eame,  the  jjress  has  preserved  some  of  his  labours  for  the  surviving  gener- 
ation; and  the  published  composures  of  this  laborious  person  are  of  two 
sorts;  namely,  the  more  doctrinal  and  the  more  practical;  though  indeed 
he  was  of  such  a  spirit  as  always  to  gain  the  point  of  mixing  hoth  in  the 
same  discourses. 

§  15.  Among  his  composures  of  the  more  doctrinal  sort,  the  hell  seems 
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to  be  born  by  iis  elaborate  and  judicious  treatise,  eutituled,  "  Theses  Sab- 
baticcB;"  wherein  lie  hath  handled  the  morality  of  the  iSo,iba&  with  a  degree 
of  reason,  reading,  and  religion,  which  is  truly  extraordinary.  It  was  his 
observation, 

"If  any  sfjite  would  reduce  the  people  under  it  unto  all  sort  of  superstition  and  impiety, 
let  them  erect  a  dancing  sabbath;  and  if  the  God  of  this  woi'ld  would  have  nil  professors 
enjoy  a  total  immunity  frorn  the  law  of  Gcd,  and  all  manner  of  licentiousnesE  allowed  them 
without  check  of  conscience,  let  him  then  make  an  every-day  sabbaih'' 

And  it  was  an  extreme  grief  unto  his  devout  soul  to  see  the  extreme 
ignorance  and  ^rofaneness  wherewith  many  in  the  English  nation  decried 
the  sacred  observation  of  the  Lord's  day  as  a  novelty  no  older  than  Perkins, 
and  as  the  stratagem  of  a  few  old  disciplinarian  Puritans.  Wherefore,  as 
the  most  comprehensive  service  to  be  done  for  the  true  power  of  godliness, 
which  he  saw  would  rise  andfall  with  the  Sahbaik,  he  did  in  these  learned 
theses  maintain  the  morality  and  advise  the  sanctiffCaiion  of  that  sacred  rest. 
Having  thus  manifested  his  concern  for  t\ie  fourth  commandment,  he  mani- 
fested a  concern  for  the  second  also  by  a  discourse,  wherein,  besides  a  more 
full  opening  of  sundry  particulars  concerning  liturgies,  the  power  of  the 
keys,  the  matter  of  the  visible  church,  there  is  more  largely  handled  the  con- 
troyersie  concerning  the  Catholick  visible  church;  tending  to  clear  up  the 
old  way  of  Christ  in  the  churches  of  New-England,  That  which  inspired 
him,  with  Mr.  John  Allin  of  Dedham,  to  write  this  discourse,  was  espe- 
cially a  two  fold  consideration,  expressed,  among  other  things,  in  the  fair 
porc/i  of  this  book,  about  the  temple  of  God.  One  thing  that  moved  hira 
was  his  desire  o?  reformation ;  whereof  he  says, 

"We  freely  confess  that  we  think  the  reformation  of  the  ehureh  doth  not  only  consist  in 
pur^ng  out  corrupt  worship,  and  setting  up  the  true,  but  also  in  purging  the  churches  from 
such  profaneness  and  sinfulness  as  is  scandalous  to  the  gospel,  and  makes  the  Lord  weary 
of  his  own  ordinances." 

About  the  way  of  attaining  which  reformation,  he  adds, 

"'Tis  true,  where  there  is  no  church-relation,  but  a  people  are  ready  to  begin  a  new  con- 
stituting of  uharches,  reformation  is  to  be  sought  in  Ihe  first  constitution;  this  is  our  ease." 
^But  where  corrupted  churches  (such  as  we  conceive  the  congregation  of  England  gen- 
erally to  be)  are  to  be  reformed,  there  we  conceive  that  such  congregations  should  be  called 
by  able  ministers  unto  repentance  for  former  evils,  and  confessing  and  bewailing  their  sins, 
renew  a  solemn  covenant  with  God  to  reform  themselves,  and  to  submit  unto  the  discipline  of 
ChiTsL  By  which  means  such  as  refuse  so  to  do,  exclude  themselves,  and  others,  by  the  sever- 
ity of  discipline,  should  be  purged  out,  if  falling  into  sin  they  reniMn  impenitent  in  the  Bame.' 

Another  thing  that  moved  him,  was  his  regard  for  New-England,  whereof 
his  words  there  must  never  be  forgotten ;  and  the  reason  of  ray  transcrib- 
ing them  is,  because  the  Church-History  of  my  country  is  briefly  comprised 
in  them.     Saith  he, 
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"The  Lord  knows  how  many  lon^ngs  niid  pantinga  of  heart  have  been  in  many  after  tho 
Lord  Jesus,  to  see  his  goings  in  the  aaiietuary,  as  the  one  thing  their  souls  desired  and  re- 
quested of  him,  and  that  they  might 'dwell  in  his  house  for  ever;'  tlie  fruit  of  whiuhprtiyers, 
and  desires,  iJiis  liberty  of  New-England,  hath  been  tuken  to  be,  and  thankfully  received  of 
God,  Yea,  how  many  serious  consultations  with  one  another,  and  with  tlie  failhful  minisfers 
and  other  emment  servants  of  Christ,  have  been  tuken  about  this  work,  is  not  unknown  to 
some;  and  sarely  all  the  persons  whose  hearts  the  Lord  stinted  up  in  this  business,  were 
not 'rash,  weaJi-apirited,  inconsiderate  of  what  they  left  behind,  or  of  what  it  was  to  go  into 
a  wilderness.'  But  if  we  were  able  to  recount  the  singular  workings  of  Divine  Providence, 
for  the  bringing  on  this  work  to  what  it  is  come  unto,  it  would  stop  the  mouths  of  all ;  whatever 
many  may  say  or  think,  we  believe  afiertimes  will '  admire  and  adore  the  Lord  herein,  when 
all  his  holy  ends,  and  the  ways  he  has  used  to  bring  them  about,  shall  appear.'  Look  from 
one  end  of  the  heaven  unto  another,  whether  the  Lord  hath  assayed  to  do  such  a  work  as 
this  in  any  nation;  to  carry  out  n  people  of  his  own,  from  so  flourishing'  a  state,  to  a  wilder- 
ness so  far  distant,  for  such  ends,  and  for  such  a  work;  yea,  and  in  few  years  hath  done  for 
them,  as  he  hath  here  done,  for  his  poor  despised  people.  When  we  look  back,  and  consider 
what  a  strange  poise  of  spirit,  ho  hath  laid  upon  many  of  our  hearts,  we  cannot  but  wonder 
at  our  selves  that  so  many,  and  some  so  weak  and  tender,  with  such  dieerfulness  and  constant 
resolulions,  against  so  many  jwrstcasiOTis  of  friends,  and  discouragemenis  fiom  the  ill  report 
of  this  country,  the  slraiis,  wants,  and  triaU  of  God's  people  in  it,  yet  should  leiie  our 
aceommodntjons  and  comforts — foi'sake  our  dearest  relations,  parents,  brethren,  sisters, 
Christhm  friends  and  acqniuntanc«s — overlook  h1!  the  dangers  and  diflicalties  of  the  vast  tea-:, 
the  thoughts  whereof  was  a  terror  to  many — and  all  this,  to  go  into  u  wilderness,  where  we 
could  foreuost  nothing  but  care  and  temptations,  only  in  Itopes  i^ei^oying  Christ  in  Tiis  ordi- 
nances, in  the  fdlowskij)  of  his  jieople.  Was  this  from  a  stupid  sencelesjtess,  or  desperate 
carelessness,  what  became  of  us  or  ours?  or  want  of  natural  affections  to  our  dear  country  or 
nearest  relations?  No,  surely:  with  what  bowels  of  compassion  to  our  dear  country;  with 
what  heart-breaking  aHectiona  to  onr  dear  rdaiions  and  Christian  ^'enrfs,  many  of  us  at  le;ist 
came  away,  the  Lord  is  witness.  What  shall  we  say  of  the  singular  providence  of  God, 
bringing  so  many  ship-loads  of  his  people  through  so  many  dangers,  as  upon  eagles'  wings, 
with  so  much  safety  from  year  to  yeai'?  the  falherly  care  of  our  God,  in /ceding-  aodclcalhing 
so  many  in  a  wilderness,  giving  such  healtkfulness,  and  great  increase  of  posterity?  What 
shall  we  say  of  tlie  work  it.  self  of  the  kingdom  cf  Christ  ?  and  tiie  form  of  a  commontoeaUh 
erected  in  a  wilderness,  and  in  so  few  years  brought  to  that  state,  that  scarce  the  like  can 
be  seen  in  any  of  onr  English  colonies,  in  the  richest  places  of  this  America,  after  many  more 
years'  standing^  That  the  Lord  hath  carried  the  spirits  of  so  many  of  iiis  people,  througli 
all  their  toilsome  labours,  wants,  difficulties,  losses,  with  such  a  measunj  of  dieerfulness  and 
contentment.  But,  above  all,  wo  must  acknowledge  the  smgular  pity  and  mercies  of  our 
God,  that  hath  done  all  this,  and  much  more,  for  a  people  so  unuwrtfty,  so  sinful,  that  by 
mvrmurings  of  many,  ■uitfaithfidness  in  'promises,  oppressions,  and  other  emls,  which  are  found 
among  ua,  liave  so  dishonoured  his  Majesty,  exposed  his  work  here  to  much  scandal  and 
obloquy,  for  which  we  have  cause  for  ever  to  be  ashamed,  that  the  Lord  should  yet  own  us, 
and  rather  correct  us  in  mercy,  than  cast  ua  oiT  in  displeasure,  and  scatter  ns  in  this  wilder- 
ness; which  gives  us  cause  to  say,  'Who  is  a  God  like  our  God,  that  pardons  iniquities,  and 
passes  by  the  ti'ansgrcsaions  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage;  even  because  he  dclighteth 
in  mercy!"' 

Ilaving  almost  -Bfritten  the  life  of  Mr,  Shepard— yea,  of  many  other 
his  fellow  exiles— in  transcribing  this  passage,  I  may  now  go  on  to  add, 
that  there  has  been  directed  now  unto  the  whole  English  world  a  most 
excellent  letter  of  Mr.  Shepard,  about  "the  church -membership  of  chil- 
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dren,  and  their  riglit  to  baptism."  This  letter,  like  that  of  the  glorious 
martyr  Philpot,  written  at  the  like  dme,  for  the  like  end,  recited  in  Foxe's 
"Acls  and  Monuments  "  was  written  by  him,  not  three  montha  before  hia 
going  to  that  Lord  whose  charge  had  been,  "For  little  children  to  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven:"  and  it  was  written  to 
one  that  was  then  wavering  about  the  point  of  infant-bapHsm,  but  hereby 
recovered  and  established.  The  son  of  this  reverend  person  published 
this  letter,  with  hopes  that  it  might  have  a  better  effect  than  the  famous 
letter  of  Elijah  had  upon  Jehoram,  which  many  think  written  before  his 
translation,  and  concealed  until  a  fit  season,  afterwards,  appeared  for  the 
presenting  of  it.  But  I  shall  conclude  the  catalogue  of  his  doctrinal  tracts, 
with  the  mention  of  another  letter  of  his,  printed  at  London  in  the  year 
1645,  under  the  title  of  "New-lhigland's  Lameniatioiis  for  Old  England's 
JErrors." 

§  16.  But  composures  of  a  more  practical  sort  were  those  to  the  writing 
whereof  he  had  a  more- lively  disposition  of  mind.  And  among  these,  to 
pass  by  the  sermon  of  his,  printed  under  the  title  of,  "  Wine  for  Gospel 
Wantons,  or  Cautions  against  Spiritual  Drunkenness,"  in  which  sermon,  about 
as  long  as  fifty  years  ago,  he  uttered  his  complaint  of  this  tenour:  "Do 
not  we  see  great  unsettledness  in  the  covenant  of  God,  walking  with  God 
at  perad ventures,  and  hanckerings  after  the  whoredoms  of  the  world,  at 
this  day?  and  divisions  and  distractions?  nothing  done  without  division 
and  contention?  certainly  something  is  amiss  I"  And  to  pass  by  a  treatise 
of  his,  printed  under  the  title  of,  '^ Sidyection  to  Christ,  in  all  his  Ordi- 
nances and  Appointments,  the  best  means  to  preserve  our  liberty;"  there  are 
especially  three  of  his  hooks,  which  have  been  more  considered.  The 
first  and  least  of  those  books  is  called,  "The  Sincere  Convert:"  which  the 
author  would  commonly  call  Ms  ragged  child;  and  once,  even  after  its 
fourth  edition,  wrote  unto  Mr.  Giles  Firmin  thus  concerning  it:  "That 
which  is  called,  'The  Sincere  Convert:'  I  have  not  the  hook:  I  once  saw 
it:  it  was  a  collection  of  such  notes  in  a  dark  town  in  England,  which 
one  procuring  of  me,  published  them  without  my  will  or  my  privity. 
I  scarce  know  what  it  contains,  nor  do  I  like  to  see  it;  considering  the 
many  SipaXfiafa  typographica,*  most  absurd ;  and  the  confession  of  him  that 
published  it,  that  it  comes  out  much  altered  from  what  was  first  written." 
The  many  injudicious  readers,  which  that  useful  book  has  found,  among 
devout  and  serious  people,  and  the  woful  horrors  which  have  thereby  been 
raised  in  many  godlj  souls,  oblige  me  to  add  the  censure  of  Mr.  Giles 
Firmin,  whose  words  in  his  "Real  Christian"  are: 

"In  short,  as  to  (hat  book,  for  the  general  part  of  it,  the  book  is  very  solid,  quick,  and 

Bearehing;  it  cuta  very  sharply.     B  is  not  a  book  for  an  unsound  heart  lo  delight  in:  I  mean, 

in  those  places  where  he  agrees,  both  with  the  Scriptures  and  with  other  able  divines,  and 

of  these  m;iJic3  use;  but  for  the  other  passages,  which  i3o  not  agree  with  eitlier  (aa  there  are 

•  Typugtaphlcal  onora. 
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eome  things  in  it)  I  will  let  them  go,  as  being  none  of  Mr.  Shepard's,  and  not  troulile  my  aplf 
with  them;  and  wish  no  Christian  that  is  lender  and  sincere,  to  ti'ouble  hioiself  with  them. 
This  1  put  in,  becnase  I  hear  that  book  hath  caused  much  trouble  in  graeious  Christians; 
had  it  been  to  Christiana  in  name  only,  misowid  believers,  hypocrites,  I  should  not  hiive 
troubled  my  self  about  it,  for  I  know  it  ia  not  for  thoir  tooth," 

But  this  book  was  followed  with  a  aecoad  and  larger,  called,  "  The  Sound 
Believer  f  which  in  a  more  distinct,  correct,  and  most  judicious  treatise  of 
euangelical  conversion,  discovers  iJie  work  of  tJie  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  reconciling  of  a  sinner  nnto  God,  And  aa,  in  the  preface  to  that  boob, 
he  gives  that  reason  for  his  writing  it,  "I  considered  my  weak  body,  and 
my  s}iort  time  of  sojourning  here,  and  that  I  shall  not  speak  long  to  chil- 
dren, friends  or  God's  precious  people;  lam  sure  not  to  many  in  Englan(3, 
to  whom  I  owe  almost  my  whole  self,  and  whom  I  shall  see  in  this  world 
no  more :  I  have  been  therefore  willing  to  take  the  season,  that  I  might 
leave  some  part  of  God's  precious  truth  on  record,  that  it  might  speak 
(Oh!  that  it  might  be  to  the  heart)  among  whom  I  cannot,  and  when  I 
shall  not  be:"  so  the  next  book  of  his  occurring  to  our  notice,  is  a,postliu- 
mous  one.  And  that  is  a  volume  in  folio,  opening  and  applying  the  para- 
ble of  the  ten  virgins:  and  handling  the  dangers  incident  unto  the  most 
flourishing  churches  or  Christians;  which  book  is  from  the  author's  notes, 
a  transcript  of  sermons  preached  at  his  lecture,  from  June,  1626,  to  May, 
1640.  Whereof  the  venerable  names  of  Greenhil,  Calamy,  Jackson,  Ash, 
Taylor,  have  subscrihed  the  testimony,  "That  though  a  vein  of  serious, 
solid,  and  hearty  piety  run  through  all  this  author's  works,  yet  he  hath 
reserved  the  best  wine  till  the  last."  These  were  the  worlcs  of  that  man, 
whose  "death  in  the  Lord"  has  now  carried  him  to  a  "rest  from  his  labours." 

1 17.  As  he  was  a  very  stvdious  person,  and  a  very  lively  preacher,  and 
one  who  therefore  took  great  pains  in  his  preparations  for  his  publick 
labours,  which  preparations  he  would  usually  finish  on  Saturday,  by  two 
a  clock  in  the  afternoon;  with  respect  whereunto  he  once  used  these  words, 
"God  will  curse  that  man's  labours,  that  lumbers  up  and  down  in  the 
world  all  the  week,  and  then  upon  Saturday  in  the  afternoon  goes  to  his 
study;  when,  as  God  knows,  that  time  were  little  enough  to  pray  in  and 
weep  in,  and  get  his  heart  into  a  fit  frame  for  the  duties  of  the  approaching 
Sabbath."  So  the  character  of  his  daily  conversation  was  a  trembling  loalk 
mith  God.  Now,  to  take  true  measures  of  his  conversation,  one  of  the 
best  glasses  that  can  be  used  is  the  diarg,  wherein  he  did  himself  keep  the 
remembrances  of  many  remarkables  that  passed  betwixt  his  God  and  him- 
self; who  were  indeed  a  sufficient  tJieatre  to  one  another.  It  would  give  some 
inequality  to  this  part  of  our  church-history,  if  all  the  holy  memoirs  left 
in  the  private  writings  of  this  walker  with  God,  should  here  be  tran- 
scribed: but  I  will  single  out  from  thence  a  few  passages,  which  might  he 
more  agreeably  and  profitably  exposed  unto  the  world. 

§  18.  We  will  begin  with  what  his  eminent  successor,  Mr,  Mitehel,  entred 
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in  his  own  diary,  aa  reported  by  Mr.  Shepard  unto  himself;  which  runs 
in  these  Latin  terras: 

"  Olim  CantabrigifB,  Ego  Horrore  et  Tenehris  oppletus,  An  ad  Mensam  Domini 
accederem  ntaxime  Duhitavi ;  Tandem  aulem  accessi  uUunque.  Cum  vera  Panis 
et  Vinum  jam,  essent  Communicanda,  mihi  Exeandum  ptilavi ;  laitld  confusione  fui 
oppressus!  Sed  Deus  me  ibi  retinuit,  ac  tandem  hue  me  adegit,  ut,  Licet,  ego  nihil 
poasim  in  accipiendo  Christo,  ad  ilium  tamen  resjiieerem,  ul  Hie  me  prehenderet  et 
ad  me  veniret.  Statim,  tarn  perspicue  sensi  Christum  illucesceniem  Animo,  quam 
aolem  Orienlem  sentire  possum.  Hoc  tantopere  me  evexit,  et  de  uite  Fidei  hue 
usque  Erudivit,  ut  non  possum  non  magnipendere."*  Mr.  Mitchel  had  this  of  Mr. 
Shepard,  August  13,  1346. 

§  19.  How  experimentally  acquainted  he  himself  was  with  the  practice 
and  import  of  the  doctrine  wherein  he  chiefly  insisted,  in  his  preaching 
unto  others,  will  be  illustrated  from  this  most  edifying  record  in  his  diary; 

"APKlL  10. — I  h.id  many  thoughts  which  came  in,  to  press  me  to  give  up  my  self  to  Christ 
Josns,  which  wus  the  dearest  Iking  I  had:  and  I  saw  that  if,  when  I  gave  my  self  to  Chrtat, 
he  would  give  himself  to  me  agaiu,  it  would  be  a  wonderful  change;  to  haye  the  bottoraleas 
Fountain  of  ail  good,  thus  eomnnmioiited  unto  mel  Thiis,iwoor  rtreedaya,I  was  exercised 
aholit  this;  and  at  last  (which  was  the  day  wherein  T  fell  Nck  on  the  Sabbath)  in  my  study 
I  was  put  to  a  double  question;  First,  Whether  Christ  would  take  me,  if  I  gave  my  self  to 
liira?  TAen,  Whether  I  might  take  hira  again  upon  it?  And  so  I  resolved  to  seek  an  answer 
to  bofh,  from  God  in  medilation.  So  on  the  Saturday,  April  11, 1  gave  myself  to  the  Lord 
Jeaus,  thus.  First,  I  acknowledged  all  1  was,  or  had,  was  Ms  imm;  aa  David  sp^ike  of  their 
offerings,  I  acknowledged  him  the  owner  of  all.  Secondly,  I  resigned  not  only  my  goods 
and  estate,  but  my  child,  wife,  churcht  and  self  unto  the  Lord;  out  of  love,  as  being  Uie  best 
and  dearest  things  which  I  have.  Thirdly,  I  prized  it  as  the  grealesl  meroy,  if  the  Lord  will 
lake  them;  and  sol  desired  the  Lord  to  do  it.  Tourthly,  I  desired  him  to  take  all  for  a  three- 
fold end;  to  do  with  rae  what  he  would;  to  love  me;  to  honour  himself  by  me,  and  all  mine. 
Fifthly,  Because  there  is  a  secret  resemation,  that  the  Lord  shall  do  all  for  the  soul  that  giveth 
up  it  self  to  the  I«rd;  but 'Us  that  God  may  please  mj  will  and  love  me,  and  if  he  doth  not, 
then  the  heart  dieth;  hence  I  gave  up  my  will  also  into  the  Lord's  hands,  to  do  witil  it  what 
he  please.  SIxtlily,  My  Biany  whorish  lusts  I  also  resigned,  but  that  he  would  take  tlwm  all 
away.  And  Seventhly,  that  he  would  keep  me  also  from  all  sin  and  evil.  Thus,  I  gave  my 
self  unto  the  Lord;  but  then  I  questioned,  'Will  the  Lord  take  me?'  In  answer  whereto, 
First,  I  a.aw  that  the  Lord  desired  and  commanded  me  to  gite  Itim  my  heart.  Secondly,  I  saw 
that  this  was  pleasing  to  him  and  the  contrary  displeasing.  Thirdly,  I  saw,  that  it  was  fit 
for  him  to  take  me,  and  to  do  what  he  will  with  me.  But  then  I  questioned, 'Will  the  Lord 
receive,  and  do  me  good  everlastinglyl'  Because  I  grive  up  my  friends  and  the  whole  church 
to  the  Lord  also,  as  I  did  my  self;  and  'will  the  Lord  take  all  them?'  For  answer,  here  I 
saw  the  great  privil^e  of  it,  and  the  wisdom  of  God  in  committing  some  men's  souls  to  the 
care  of  one  godly  man  of  a  pvhlick  spirit,  because  he,  like  Mosea,  commends  them,  gives 
them,  returns  them  all  to  the  Lord  again;  and  so  a  world  of  good  is  communicated  for  his 
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sake.  The  third  question  was, 'But  might  I  take  the  LordT  and  my  answer  was,  'If  the 
Lord  did  apprehend  and  take  me  to  himself,  then  1  might  take  him,  for  I  had  no  other  to 
lay  hold  on.'" 

§  20.  Of  what  thoughts  and  what  frames  he  sometimes  had  in  his  prepar- 
ations, for  the  Lord's  table,  we  will  recite  bat  one  expressive  meditation: 

"July  10,  1641. — On  the  evening  of  this  day,  before  the  sacrament,  I  saw  it  m^duty  to 

sequester  my  self  from  all  other  things  for  the  Lord  the  next  day. And  now  I  saw  my 

blessedness  did  not  lie  b  receiidiig  of  good  and  comfort  from  God,  but  in  holding  forth  the 
glory  of  God,  and  his  virtues.  For  'tis,  I  saw,  an  amazing  gloiious  objeet  to  see  God  in  the 
creature!  God  apeak,  God  ocf,  the  Deity  not  being  the  creature,  and  turned  into  it;  hut  fill- 
ing of  it,  shining  through  it;  to  be  covered  with  God  as  with  a  uloud,  or  ns  a  glass  lanthorn 
to  have  hia  beams  penetrate  through  it  A'uthing  is  good  but  God,  oTtd  I  am  no  further  good 
than  as  I  hoU  forth  God.  The  devil  overcame  Eve  to  damn  her  self,  by  telling  her  that  she 
should  be  like  God.  Oh!  that  is  a  glorious  thing!  and  shouidndt  Ibe  holy,  &n(i  be  like  him! 
Moreover,  I  found  my  heart  drawn  more  sweetly  to  close  with  God,  thus  as  my  eiui,  and  to 
place  my  happiiicss  therein.  Also,  I  saw  it  was  my  misery  to  hold  forth  sin,  and  Salavi,  and 
se^,  in  my  course.  And  I  saw  one  of  these  two  things  must  be  done.  Now  because  my 
soul  wanted  pleasure,  I  purposed  then  to  hold  forth  God,  and  did  hope  it  should  be  my  plea- 
Bure  BO  to  do,  aa  it  would  he  my  pain  to  do  otherwise." 

§  21.  How  vMtchful  he  was  in  the  discharge  of  his  ministry,  let  this  his 
meditation  intimate; 

"  August  15 — I  saw,  on  the  Sabbath,  four  evils  which  attend  me  in  my  ministry.  Fitst, 
Either  the  devil  treads  me  down  by  discouragenmit  and  sJiame;  from  the  sense  of  the  moan- 
ness  of  what  I  have  provided  in  private  meditations,  and  unto  this  I  saw  also  an  answer; 
to  wit,  that  every  thing  sanctified  to  do  good,  its  glory  is  not  to  be  seen  in  it  self,  but  in  the 
Lord's  sanctifying  of  it:  or,  from  on  apprehension  of  the  unsavouriness  of  peoples'  spirits, 
or  their  unreadiness  to  hear  in  hot  or  cold  times.  Secondly,  or  carelessness  possesses  me; 
arismg,  betause  I  have  done  laell,  and  been  enlai'ged,  and  have  been  respected  formerly,  hence 
it  IS  no  ench  matter,  though  I  he  not  always  alike;  besides,!  have  a  natural  dulness  and 
cioudtness  of  spirit,  which  does  naturally  prevail.  Thirdly,  Infirmities  and  weakness,  as  want 
of  light,want  of  iift,  want  of  a  spirit  of  yuwer  to  deliver  what  I  am  alfected  with  for  Christ; 
and  hence  I  saw  many  souls  not  set  forward  nor  God  felt  in  my  ministry.  Fourthly,  Want 
of  success,  when  I  have  done  my  best.  I  saw  these,  and  that  I  was  to  be  humbled  for  these. 
I  saw  also  many  other  sins,  and  how  the  Lord  might  be  angiy.  And  this  day,  in  musing 
thus,  I  saw,  that  when  I  saw  God  angry,  I  thought  to  pacify  him  by  abstaining  from  all  sin 
for  the  time  to  come.  But  when  I  remembred.  First,  that  my  righteousness  could  not  satiafio, 
nnd  that  this  was  resting  on  my  own  righteousness.  Secondly,  I  saw  I  could  not  do  it. 
Thirdly,  I  saw  righteousness  ready  made,  and  already  finished,  fit  only  for  that  purpose. 
And  I  saw  that  God's  afiiicting  me  for  sin,  was  not  that  I  should  go  and  salisfie  hy  reforming, 
but  only  be  humbled  for,  and  separated  from  sin,  being  reconciled  and  made  righteous  by 
faith  in  Christ,  which  I  saw  a  little  of  that  night.  This  day  also  I  found  ray  heart  untoward, 
sad  and  heavy,  by  musing  on  the  many  evils  to  come;  but  I  saw,  if  I  carried  four  tJungs  in 
my  mind  always,  I  should  be  comfoi-ted.  First,  that,  in  my  self,  I  am  a  dying,  condemned 
wretch,  but  by  Christ  reconciled  and  alive.  Secondly,  In  my  self  and  in  oil  creatures  find- 
ing ia,sv.§icieiicy,  and  no  rest,  but  God  all-sufficient,  and  enough  to  me.  Thirdly,  Feeble  and 
unable  to  do  any  thing  my  self:  but  in  Christ  able  to  do  all  things.  Fourthly,  Although  I 
enjoyed  all  these  hut  in  part,  in  this  world,  yet  I  should  have  them  all  perfect  shortly  in 
heaven;  where  God  will  show  himself  fully  reconciled,  sufficient  and  efficient,  and  abolish 
all  sins,  and  live  in  me  perfectly." 
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I  22.  HowseIlsibIellewasoftheZeas^/a^7^'^J3siIlhimself,  and  how  desirous 
to  mend  those  failings,  may  be  gathered  from  the  ensuing  brief  meditations : 

"December  1. — A  small  Mng  troubled  me.  Hence  I  sow  that  though  the  Lord  had  made 
me  that  night  attain  tliat  part  of  humiliation,  thttt  I  deserved  nothing  but  misery,  yet  I  fell 
short  in  this  other  part;  namely,  to  sidrmit  nnto  God  in  any  oi'oaaing  providence  or  com- 
mandment; but  I  had  a  sjnrit  soon  touched  and  proadked.  I  saw,  also,  that  the  Lord  let  sin 
and  Satan  prevail  there,  that  I  might  see  my  sin,  and  be  more  humbled  by  it,  and  bo  get 
strength  against  it." 

Agoln.^"MAROH  19. — I  smJ,  as  pride  was  my  sin,  so  shame  should  be  my  punishment. 
And  many  fears  I  had  of  Eli's  punishment,  for  noi  reproving  t,in  when  I  saw  it,  and  that 
sharply;  and  here  I  considered  that  the  Lord  may,  and  dolh  sometimes  make  one  good  roan 
a  terrour  and  dreadful  example  of  outward  miseries,  that  all  others  may  fear  that  be  godly, 
lest  his  commands  should  be  alighted,  as  he  did  £11." 

Onee  more. — "October  10. — When  I  saw  the  gifts  and  honour  attending  them  in  annlhtr, 
I  began  to  affect  such  an  excellenmj;  and  I  saw  hereby  timt  usually  in  my  ministry,  I  did 
affect  an  excellency,  and  hence  set  upon  the  work :  whereas  the  Lord  hereupon  humbled  me 
for  this,  by  letting  me  seo  this  was  a  diabolkal  pride;  and  so  the  Lord  made  me  thankful 
for  seeing  it,  and  put  me  in  mind  to  watch  against  it," 

§  23.  Of  how  humbU  and  of  how  puUick  a  spirit  ho  was,  we  will  inform 
our  selves,  espeoiaily  from  too  meditations,  which  he  wrote  on  such  days  of 
prayer  as  he  was  used  unto.     The  first  was  this: 

"  Nov.  3. — On  ft  fast-day  pX  night,  in  preparatjon  for  the  duty,  the  Lord  made  me  sensible 
of  these  sins  in  the  churches.  1,  Ignorance  uf  Ikemselties;  because  of  seeret  evils.  2,  Of 
God;  because  most  men  were  full  of  dark  and  doubtful  consciences.  3,  Not  coring  for  CkrisI, 
dearly,  only.  4,  Neglect  of  duties;  because  of  our  phu!e  of  security.  6,  Standing  against 
all  means,  beenuse  we  grow  not  better.  6,  EarChliness;  because  we  long  not  to  be  with 
Christ.  And  I  saw  sin,  as  my  greatest  evil,  because  I  saw  my  se^was  not  better  than  God. 
I  was  vHe,  but  he  was  goad  only,  whom  my  ain  did  cross ;  mid  I  saw  what  cause  I  had  to 
loath  my  self,  and  not  to  seek  honour  unto  my  sel£  Will  any  desire  liis  duTighill  to  be 
commended?  will  he  grieve,  if  it  be  not?  if  he  judge  so  indeed  of  it.  So  my  hcai't  began 
to  fall  off  from  it;  and  the  Lord  also  gave  me  some  glimpse  of  my  self,  and  a  good  day  and 

"On  the  end  of  the/as(,  I/rsi  went  unto  God,  I  rested  upon  him  as  sufficient;  secondly, 
waited  on  him  as  efficient;  and  said,  'Now,  Lord,  do  for  tliy  churches,  and  help  in  mercyl' 
In  the  beginning  of  the  day,  I  began  to  consider,  luiefter  all  the  country  did  not  fare  tlie  worse 
for  my  sinsJ  I  saw  it  was  so,  and  this  was  an  humbling  thought  to  me;  and  I  thought  if 
every  one  in  particular  thought  so  and  was  humbled,  it  would  do  well.  I  consider  also,  that 
it  repentoTice  turn  away  judgments,  then,  if  the  question  be,  'Who  they  are  that  bring  judg- 
ments?' the  answer  would  bo,  'They  that  think  their  sins  so  small  as  that  God  is  not  angry 
with  them  at  all'" 

The  second  was  this: 

''Apeil4, — Pkepaking  FOR  A  Fast. — May  notlbe  the  cause  of  the  cfturc/i's  sorrows,  which 
are  renewed  upon  us!  for,  lohat  have  the  sheep  done? 

"L  My  heart  has  been  long  lying  out  from  the  Lord.  The  LordjJrs(  sent  a  terrible  s/orai 
at  sea,  to  awaken  mo;  and  the  deliverance  from  it  Wiis  so  sweet,  that  I  could  not  but  think 
my  life  after  Ikal  should  be  only  heanenli/,  as  being  pulled  from  an  apparent  death  to  live  a 
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new  l^e.  Then,  iminediatoly  upon  tliia  my  child  waa  taken  away  from  me;  my  first-bom, 
which  miide  me  remember,  how  bitter  it  was  to  cross  the  Lord's  love.  Thirdly,  I  set  my 
face  t*  New-England,  where,  conBideiing  the  UbertUs  of  God's  house,  I  resolved  and  thought 
it  fit  to  be  wholly  for  the  Lord,  in  all  manner  of  holiness,  at  bed,  St  board,  every  where. 
Fourthly,  Then  the  Lord  took  my  dear  wife  from  me,  and  this  made  me  resolve  to  delight 
no  more  in  nreatures,  bat  in  the  Lord,  and  to  seek  him.  Fifthly,  the  Lord  then  threatned 
blindness  to  my  child;  and  this  made  God's  will  affiicling  sweet  to  me,  bnt  much  more  com- 
manding ai\A  fromisiT^ :  and  then  I  could  do  his  will,  and  leave  tliose  things  to  himself. 
But,  oh!  how  is  my  'gold  become  dim?'  and  how  little  have  I  answered  the  Lord!  consider- 
ing my  sAip  resoMions.  I  have  wanted  remembrance,  heart  and  strength  or  will  to  do  any 
of  these  things.  And  therefore,  I  have  not  cause  to  blame  the  Lord]  for  ho  has  perswnded 
my  heart  to  tliia;  but  my  own  concupiscence  and  vile  nature,  which.  Lord!  that  I  might 
mourn  for!  that  thou  mayst  reslore  cim^orU  to  mel  Apoiiacy  from  God  is  grievous,  though 
it  be  in  a  little  degree ;  to  serve  Satan  withivt  promise !  to  forsake  the  Lord  against  promise ! 
What  evil  have  I  found  in  the  Lord?  This  brings  more  disgrace  upon  the  Lord  than  if  there 
had  never  been  any  coming  to  him. 

"II.  The  j>eople  committed  to  me;  they  are  not  pitied  so  much  nor  prayed  for,  nor  visitiid, 
as  ought  to  have  been;  nor  have  1  shewed  so  much  love  unt«  them; 

"IIL  The  family,  I  have  not  edified  nor  instructed,  nor  taken  all  occasions  of  speech  with 

"IV.  The  gospel  I  have  preached,  Lis  not  been  seen  in  its  glory ;  not  believed,  not  affecting. 

"V.  Not  seeWng  to  Christ  for  supply;  so  that  all  hath  been  deadworks,  and  fruit  of  pn'cfe, 
walking  daily  without  Christ,  and  without  approving  my  self  unto  him.  And  hence,  though 
I  do  his  tuorfc,  I  dont  mind  Mm  in  it;  /fis  command,  ARs  presence,  nor  yet  endeavour  to  grow 
Bomewhat  every  day, 

"My  not  lamenting  the  falls  of  professors,  and  the  condition  of  the  country,  who  are  not 
indeed  the  glori/  tf  God  in  the  world,  nor  the  holy  people.  la  it  not  hence  that  many  ptBars 
in  the  church  have  fallen,  as  if  the  Lord  would  not  betnist  such  precious  vessels  to  my  caret 
ond  hath  not  the  sorrow  lain  upon  mel  and  hence  Ttnitersal  mortality!  When  Hezekiah'a 
heart  was  lified  up,  then  wralh  came  not  only  on  hun,  but  on  all  the  rest; 

"And  I  have  now  had  a  long  sickness,  as  if  the  LoM  would  delight  no  more  in  me  to  use 
me.     Oh,  my  God,  who  shall  bo  like  to  thee  in  pardoning  and  subduing  mine  iniquitioal" 

Behold,  reader,  tlie  language  of  an  holy  soul  I 

But  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of  Mr.  Shepard's  memory,  with  one  dis- 
tick  in  the  funeral  elegy  which  Mr.  Peter  Bulkly  made  on  him:  a  com- 
prehensive 

EPITAPH. 

Concordia  Dulcis; 
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CEAPTEE  ?L 

PRUDENTIDS:  THE  LIFE  OF  MR.  PETEK  PRIIDDEN, 

AKD  SETERAL  OTHER  LIVISK3,  EAMOUS  IN  THE  COLONY  OF  NE\V-HA¥EN, 
That  greatest  of  peace-makers,  the  Son  of  God,  has  assured  us,  "Blessed 
are  the  peace-makers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God."  I  am 
sure  then,  'tis  a  blessed  child  of  God  whose  name  is  now  before  us ;  {Prud- 
den  shall  we  call  him?  or,  Prudent)  who,  besides  his  other  excellent  qual- 
ities, was  noted  for  a  singular  faculty  to  sweeten,  compose  and  qualify 
exasperated  spirits,  and  stop  or  heal  all  contentions.  Whence  it  was  that 
his  town  of  Milford  enjoyed  peace  with  truA  all  his  days,  notwithstanding 
some  dispositions  to  variance,  which  afterwards  broke  forth  among  them. 

God  had  marvellously  blessed  his  ministry  in  England,  unto  many  about 
Herefordshire  and  near  Wales;  from  whence,  when  he  came  into  New- 
England,  there  came  therefore  many  considerable  persons  with  him. 

At  their  arrival  in  this  country,  they  were  so  mindful  of  their  business 
here,  that  they  gathered  churches  before  they  had  erected  houses  for  the 
churches  to  meet  in.  There  were  then  two  famous  churdies  gathered  at 
Kew- Haven;  gathered  in  two  days,  one  following  upon  the  other;  Mr. 
Davenport's  and  Mr.  Prudden's:  and  this  with  one  singular  circumstance, 
that  a  mighty  barn  was  the  place,  wherein  the  duties  of  that  solemnity 
were  attended.  Our  glorious  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  horn  in  a 
stable  and  laid  in  one  of  those  moveable  and  four-squared  little_  vessels 
wherein  they  brought  meat  unto  the  cattel,  it  was  the  more  allowable  that 
a  church,  which  is  the  mystical  body  of  that  Lord,  should*thus  be  born  in 
a  barn.  And  in  this  translation,  I  behold  our  Lord,  "with  his  fan  in  his 
hand,  purging  his  floor,  and  gathering  her  wheat  into  the  garner." 

That  holy  man,  Mr.  Philip  Henry,  being  reproached  by  his  persecutors 
that  his  meeting-place  had  been  a  bam,  pleasantly  answered,  "No  new 
thing,  to  turn  a  thrashing-floor  into  a  temple."  So  did  our  Christians  at 
New-Haven, 

The  next  year  Mr.  Prudden,  with  his  church,  removed  unto  Milford; 
where  he  lived  many  years,  an  example  of  piety,  gravity,  and  boiling  zeal, 
against  the  growing  evils  of  the  times. 

And  though  he  had  a  numerous  family,  yet  such  was  his  discretion, 
that  without  much  distraction  he  provided  comfortably  for  them,  notwith- 
standing the  difficult  circumstances  wherewith  an  infant-plantation  was 
encumbred. 

He  continued  an  able  and  faithful  servant  of  the  churches,  until  about 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  own  age,  and  the  Jifty-sixlh  of  the  present  age; 
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when  his  death  was  felt  by  the  colony  as  the  fall  of  a  pillar  wbieli  made 
the  whole  fabrick  to  shake. 

Like  that  of  Piccart,  now  let  our  Pradden  lie  under  this 


But  our  pen  having  flown  as  far  off  as  the  colony  of  Kew-Haven,  it 
may  not  return  without  some  remarks  and  memoirs  of  three  other  worthy 
divines,  that  were  sometimes  famoua  in  that  colony.  The  reader  must 
excuse  my  ignorance  of  the  first  circumstances,  if  he  find  them  to  be  born- 
Dien  in  our  history : 

MR.   ELACKMAjVj    HR.   PIERSON,   ME,   DENTON. 


CHAPTER  ¥IL 

THE   LIFE    OF   MR.   ADAM   BLACHMAN. 

Among  those  hdievers  who  first  enjoyed  the  name  of  Christians,  there 
v^ere  several  famous  teachers,  whereof  one  (Acts  xiii.  1)  had  the  name  of 
Niger.  And  in  the  primitive  churches  of  New-England  also,  there  was 
among  our  famous  teachers  a  good  man,  who  wore  the  same  sir-name :  this 
was  our  Mr.  Blackman,  concerning  whom  none  but  a  Romanist  would  have 
used  that  rule: 

Hie  liiger  es(,  hunc  tu  Eomani:,  cave  to -^ 

For  he  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  Protestant  country,  where  he  spent  tbe 
latter  days  of  his  life. 

He  was  a  useful  preacher  of  the  gospel,  first  in  Leicestershire,  then  in 
Derbyshire:  but  coming  to  New -England,  from  the  storm  that  began  to 
look  black  upon  him,  he  was  attended  with  a  desirable  company  of  the 
fiiithful,  who  said  unto  him,  "Entreat  us  not  to  leave  you,  or  to  return 
from  following  after  you:  for  whither  you  go,  we  will  go;  and  your  God 
shall  be  our  God." 

New-England  having  received  this  holy  man,  who,  notwithstanding  hia 
name,  was  for  his  holiness,  "A  Nazarite  purer  than  snow,  whiter  than 
milk,"  It  was  first  at  Guilford,  and  afterwards  at  Stratford,  that  he  em- 
ployed his  talents ;  and  if  a  famous  modern  author  be  known  by  the  name 
of  Adamits  AdamandKS,^  our  Adam  Blackmau  was  by  the  affections  of  his 
people  so  likewise  called. 

•  LoM  on  oplnlnnB  lh8n  nianiplfl  bont,  |    t  He  is  a  flJail-man :  J(™oTiisl,  bowniel 
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It  waa  His  opiEion,  tbat  as  for  our  bodies,  thus  for  our  spirits  also,  Gibtts 
simplex  est  Optimus;*  and  accordingly  he  studied  plain  preaching,  which 
was  entertained  by  his  people  with  a  profiuMe  hearing.  And  as  Luther 
would  say,  he  is  the  ablest  preacher,  Qui  pueriliter,  THvialiter,  Populariter, 
simplicissime  docet:\  so  our  Hooker,  for  the  sake  of  the  sacred  and  solid 
simplicity  in  the  discourses  of  this  worthy  man,  would  say,  "  If  I  might  have 
my  choice,  I  would  choose  to  live  and  die  under  Mr.  Blackman's  ministry," 

There  was  a  great  person  among  the  reformers  in  Germany,  who  had 
almost  the  same  name  with  our  Blackman;  that  was  Melancthon,:}:  and 
indeed  this  good  person  was  a  Melancthon  among  the  reformers  of  New- 
Haven;  in  this  happier  than  he,  that  his  lot  was  cast  among  a  pious  peo- 
ple, who  did  not  administer  so  freq^uent  occasions  as  the  Germans  did  for 
the  complaint,  "That  old  Adam  was  too  hard  for  his  young  name-sake." 

For  a  close,  I  may  apply  to  him  the  ingenious  epitaph  of  Beza  upon 
■Melancthon : 

Cai  Niveua  toto  Regnabat  pectore  Candor; 

Umaa  cai  Calam ;  cura  laborqxic  fait 
Nam  Sogitaa,  qu&  tit  dictus  Satume  Melancthanl 

ScUUet  Euxinum,  qua  Satione  vacant.^ 

[For  this  is  a  well  known  sea,  called  Euxine,  or  harhorous,  because 
there  are  no  good  harbours  in  it.] 


CHAPTER   ¥111. - 

THE    LiFE   OF    MR.    ABR.\It(lH    PIERUiV. 

It  is  reported  by  Pliny,  and  perhaps  'tis  but  a  Plinyism,  that  there  ia 
a  fish  called  Lueema,  whose  tongue  doth  shine  like  a  torch;  if  it  be  a 
fable,  yet  let  the  tongue  of  a  minister  be  the  moral  of  that  feble;  now 
such  an  illuminating  tongue  was  that  of  our  Pierson. 

He  was  a  Yorkshire  man,  and  coming  to  New-England,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Boston;  but  afterwards  thus  employed,  towards 
the  year  1640.  The  inhabitants  of  Lyn,  straitned  at  home,  looked  out 
for  a  new  plantation;  so  going  to  Long-Island,  they  agreed  both  with  the 
Lord  Starling's  agent  and  with  the  Indian  proprietors  for  a  situation  at 
the  west-end  of  that  Island.:  where  the  Dutch  gare  them  sueh  disturbance, 
that  they  deserted  their  place  for  another  at  the  east-end  of  it.  Proceed- 
ing in  their  plantation,  by  the  accession  of  near  an  hundred  families,  they 
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called  Mr,  Picrson  to  go  thither  with  theva;  who,  with  seven  or  eight 
more  of  their  company,  regularly  incorporated  themselves  into  a  church 
stale  hefore  their  going;  the  whole  company  also  entring  at  the  same 
time,  with  the  advice  of  the  government  of  the  Massachuset-Bay,  into  a 
civil  combination  for  the  maintaining  government  among  themselves, 
Thus  was  there  settled  a  church  at  Southampton,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  this  worthy  man;  where  he  did  with  a  laudible  diligence 
Tindergo  two  of  the  three  hard  labours,  Docentis  and  Jiegentis,*  to  make  it 
become  (what  Paradise  was  called)  "an  island  of  the  innocent." 

It  was  afterward  found  necessary  for  this  church  to  be  divided.  Upon 
which  occasion  Mr.  Pierson,  referring  his  case  to  council,  his  removal  was 
directed  unto  Brainford,  over  upon  the  main,  and  Mr.  Fordham  came  to 
serve  and  to  feed  that  part  of  the  fiock  which  was  left  at  Southampton ; 
but  where-ever  he  came,  he  shone. 

He  left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  pious  and  prudent  man;  and  a 
"true  child  of  Abraham,"  now  safely  lodged  in  the  tSmu-Abraha.\ 

EPITAPHIUM. 
Terris  disctasit,  eusptrans  Gaudia  call. 


THE    LIFE    OF  MR.  RICIIIRD  BENTOTi. 

The  apostle  describing  the  false  ministers  of  those  primitive  times,  he 
calls  them,  "clouds  without  water,  carried  about  of  winds."  As  for  the 
trut  ministers  of  oar  primitive  times,  they  were  indeed  "carried  about  of 
winds;"  though  not  the  vdnds  of  strange  doctrines;  yet  the  winds  of  liard 
sufferings  did  carry  them  as  far  as  from  Europe  into  America;  the  hurri- 
cano's  of  persecution,  whereon  doubtless  the  "prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air"  had  his  influence,  drove  the  heavenly  clouds  from  one  part  of  that 
heaven,  the  church,  unto  another.  But  they  were  not  clouds  without  water, 
where  they  came;  they  came  with  showers  of  blessing,  and  rained  very 
gracious  impressions  upon  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Among  these  clouds  was  our  pious  and  learned  Mr.  Eichard  Denton,  a 
Yorkshire  man,  who,  having  watered  Halifax  in  England  with  his  fruit- 
ful ministry,  was  by  a  tempest  then  hurried  into  New-England,  where, 
first  at  Weathersfield  and  then  at  Stamford,  "his  doctrine  dropt  as  the 
I'ain,  his  speech  distilled  aa  the  dew,  as  the  small  rain  upon  the  tender 
herb,  and  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass." 
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Though  lie  were  a  Utile  man,  yet  lie  had  a  great  soul;  his  well-accom- 
plished mind,  in  his  lesser  hody,  was  an  Iliad  in  a  nut-shell. 

I  think  he  was  blind  of  one  eye;  nevertheless,  he  was  not  the  least 
among  the  seers  of  our  Israel ;  he  saw  a  very  considerable  proportion  of 
those  things  which  "eye  hath  not  seen." 

He  was  far  from  cloudy  in  his  conceptions  and  principles  of  divinity: 
whereof  he  wrote  a  system,  entitnled,  "SoUhquia  Sa/^raf'*  so  accurately,- 
considering  the  fourfold  state  of  man,  in  his — i.  Created  Purity;  11, 
Contracted  Deformity;  HI.  Kestored  Beauty;  IV.  Ccelestial  Glory — that 
judicious  persons,  who  have  seen  it,  very  much  lament  the  churches  being 
so  much  deprived  of  it. 

At  length  he  got  into  heaven  beyond  dovds,  and  so  beyond  storms; 
waiting  the  return  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  "  when 
he  will  have  his  reward  among  the  sai/its." 

EPITAPHIUM. 

Hie  Jacet,  et  fruttur  TranquiUa  sede  Riohardus 

Denlorus,  cujaa  Fama  pfennig  erit. 
Incnla  jam  cibU  velut  Astra  micaatia  fulget. 

Qui  muUix  Fidei  Lamina  clara  dedit.'t 


CHAPTEE  X. 

IHB    IIFE    OF    IR.    PUBB    BCLILT. 

Ipse  Aspectua  Eoni  viii  dclectat, — Seh-I 

§  1,  It  has  been  a  matter  of  some  reflection,  that  among  the  pretended 
successors  of  Saint  Peter,  there  never  was  any  Pope  that  would  pifetend 
unto  the  name  of  Peter;  but  if  any  of  them  had  been  christened  by. that 
name  at  the  font,  they  afterwards  changed  it,  when  they  came  unto  the 
chair.  Ko  doubt,  as  Raphael  Urbine,  the  famous  painter,  being  taxed, 
for  making  the  face  in  the  picture  of  Peter  too  red,  replied,  He  did  it  on 
purpose,  that  he  might  represent  the  apostle  blushing  in  heaven  to  see  what 
successors  he  had  on  earth:  so  these  infamous  apostates  might  blush  to 
hear  themselves  called  Peter,  while  they  are  conscious  unto  themselves 
of  their  being  strangers  to  all  the  vertues  of  that  great  apostle.  But  the 
denomination  of  Peter  might  be  with  an  everlasting  agreeableness  claimed 
by  our  eminent  Bulkly,  who,  according  to  the  spirit  and  counsel  of  Peter, 
"fed  the  fiock  of  God  among  us,  taking  the  oversight  thereof  not  by  con- 
straint, but  willingly;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a  willing  mind." 

•  Saor&l  SollloqHieB. 


ogle 


400  MAGNALIA    CIIEISTI    AMEKICANA; 

I  2.  He  was  descended  of  an  lionouralDle  family,  in  Bedfordshire;  wliere 
for  many  successive  generations  the  names  of  Edward  and  Peter  were 
alternatively  worn  by  the  heirs  of  the  family.  His  father  was  Edward 
Bulky,  D.  D.,  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel ;  the  same  whom  we  find 
making  a  supplement  unto  the  last  volume  of  our  books  of  martyrs.  He 
was  born  at  Woodhil  (or  Odel)  in  Bedfordshire,  January  Slst,  1582. 
His  education  was  answerable  unto  his  original;  it  was  learned,  it  was 
genteel,  and,  which  was  the  top  of  all,  it  was  very  pious:  at  length  it  made 
him  a  Batchellor  of  Divinity  and  Fellow  of  Saint  John's  Colledge  in  Cam- 
bridge: the  colledge  whereinto  he  had  been  admitted,  about  the  sixteenth 
year  of  his  age;  and  it  was  while  he  was  but  a  junior  hatchelhr  that  he 
was  chosen  a  fellow. 

§  3.  When  he  came  abroad  in  the  world,  a  good  benefice  befel  him, 
added  unto  the  estate  of  a  gentleman,  left  him  by  his  father;  whom  he 
succeeded  in  his  ministry  at  the  place  of  his  nativity;  which  one  would 
imagine  temptations  enough  to  keep  him  out  of  a  wiMemess. 

Nevertheless,  the  concern  which  his  renewed  soul  had  for  the  pure  wor- 
skip  of  our  Lord  Jeaus  Christ,  and  for  the  planting  of  evangelical  churches 
to  exercise  that  worship,  caused  him  to  leave  and  sell  all,  in  hopes  of  gain- 
ing the  "  pearl  of  great  price"  among  those  that  first  peopled  New -England 
upon  those  glorious  ends.  It  was  not  long  that  he  continued  in  conformity 
to  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England;  but  the  good  Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln connived  at  his  non-conformity,  (as  he  did  at  his  father's,)  and  he 
.lived  an  unmolested  non-conformist  until  he  had  been  three  prentice-ships 
of  years  in  his  ministry.  Towai'ds  the  latter  end  of  this  time,  his  ministry 
bad  a  notable  success,  in  the  conversion  of  many  unto  God;  and  this  was 
one  occasion  of  a  latter  end  for  this  time.  When  Sir  Nathanael  Brent  was 
Arch-Bishop  Laud's  General,  as  Arch-Bishop  Laud  was  another's,  com- 
piainfe  were  made  against  Mr.  Bulkly,  for  his  non -conformity,  and  he 
was  therefore  silenced. 

§  4.  To  New-England  he  therefore  came,  in  the  year  1635;  and  there 
having  been  for  a  while  at  Cambridge,  he  carried  a  good  number  of  plant- 
ers with  him,  up  further  into  the  woods,  where  they  gathered  the  twelfth 
churcJi  then  formed  in  the  colony,  and  called  the  town  by  the  name  of 
Concord. 

Here  he  huried  a  great  estate,  while  he  raised  one  still  for  almost  every 
person  whom  he  employed  in  the  affeirs  of  his  husbandry.  He  had  many 
and  godly  servants,  whom,  after  they  had  lived  with  him  a  fit  number  of 
years,  he  still  dismissed  with  bestowing  Jarms  upon  them,  and  so  took 
others  after  the  like  manner,  to  succeed  them  in  (heir  service  and  his  kind- 
ness. Thus  he  cast  bis  bread  both  upon  the  waters  and  into  the  earth, 
not  expecting  the  return  of  this  his  charity  to  a  religious  plantation,  until 
"after  many  days." 

§  5.  He  was  a  most  excellent  scholar,  a  very  well-read  person,  and  one 
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■who,  in  his  advice  to  young  students,  gave  demonstrations  that  he  knew 
■what  would  go  to  make  a  scholar.  But  it  being  essential  unto  a  scholar  to 
love  a  scholar,  so  did  he;  and  in  token  thereof  endowed  the  library  of 
Harvard- Golledge  with  no  smill  part  of  his  own 

And  he  was  therewithal  a  moat  exilted  Christian;  full  of  those  devo- 
tions which  accompany  a  " con\ ersation  m  heaven,"  especially,  so  exact 
a  Sabbath-keeper,  that  if  at  any  time  he  had  been  asked,  "whether  he 
had  strictly  kept  the  Sabbath  i"'  he  would  have  replied,  Christianus  sum, 
intermitiere  non  ^possum.^  And  conscientious,  even  to  a  degree  of  scrwpvr 
hsity.  That  scrupulosity  appeared  particulaily  m  his  avoiding  all  novelties 
of  apparel,  and  the  ctUting  of  hair  so  close,  that  of  all  the  famous  name- 
sakes he  had  in  the  world,  he  oould  have  least  boin  the  sir-name  of  that 
well  known  author,  Petrus  Crinitus.f 

§  6,  It  was  observed  that  his  neighbours  hardly  ever  came  into  his  com- 
pany, but  whatever  business  he  had  been  talking  of,  he  would  let  fall  soma 
holy,  serious,  divine,  and  useful  sentences  upon  them,  ere  they  parted: 
an  example  many  ways  worthy  to  be  imitated  by  every  one  that  is  called 
a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

In  his  ministry  he  was  another  Fabel,  Quo  Nemo  tonuitjbrtius;^  he  was 
Very  lahorious,  and  because  he  was,  through  some  infirmities  of  body,  not 
BO  able  to  visit  his  flock,  and  instruct  them  from  house  to  house,  he  added 
unto  his  other  publick  labours  oo  the  Lord's  days,  that  of  constant  cate- 
chising; wherein,  after  all  the  unmarried  people  had  answered,  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  whole  assembly  were  edified  by  his  expositions  and  applications. 

His  first  sermon  was  on  Horn.  i.  16:  "I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ,"  At  Odel  he  preached  on  part  of  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  and 
part  of  Jonah,  and  a  great  part  of  the  gospel  of  Matthew,  and  of  Luke; 
the  Epistles  to  the  Philippians,  and  of  Peter,  and  of  Jude;  besides  many 
other  scriptures.  At  Concord  he  preached  over  the  illustrious  truths  about 
the  person,  the  natures,  the  ojices  of  Christ;  [what  would  he  have  said,  if 
he  had  lived  unto  this  evil  day,  when  'tis  counted  good  advice  for  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  "not  to  preach  much  on  the  person  of  Christ?"]  the 
greatest  part  of  the  book  of  Psalms:  the  conversion  of  Zacheus;  Paul's 
commission,  in  Acts  xxvi.  18.  His  death  found  him  handling  the  com- 
mandments; and  John  xvi,  7,  8,  &.  He  expounded  Mr.  Perkins  bis  six 
principles^  whereto  he  added  a  seventh,  and  examined  the  young  people, 
what  they  understood  and  remembered  of  his  exposition. 

Moreover,  by  a  sort  of  winning,  and  yet  prudent  JamiHarify/,  he  drew 
persons  of  all  ages  in  his  congregation  to  com/;  and  sit  with  him,  when  he 
could  not  go  and  sit  with  them;  whereby  he  had  opportunity  to  do  the 
part  of  a  faithful  pastor,  in  considering  the  state  of  his  jhck. 

Such  was  his  pious  conduct  that  he  ■was  had  much  in  reverence  by  his 
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people;  and  when  at  any  time  lie  was  either  hasty  in  speaking  to  such  aa 
were  about  him,  whereto  he  was  disposed  by  his  bodily  pains,  or  severe  iu 
preaching  against  some  things,  that  others  thought  were  no  way  momentous, 
whereto  the  great  exactness  of  hia  piety  inclined  him;  yet  those  little 
stinginesses  took  not  away  the  interests  which  he  had  in  their  hearts;  thvy 
"knowing  him  to  be  a  just  man,  and  an  holy,  observed  him," 

And  tbe  observance  which  his  own  people  had  for  him  was  also  paid  him 
from  all  sorts  of  people  throughout  the  land ;  but  especially  from  the  min- 
isters of  tbe  country,  who  would  still  address  him  aa  a  fatlier,  a  prophet,  a 
counsellor,  on  all  occasions. 

§  8.  Upon  his  importunate  pressing  a  piece  of  charity,  disagreeable  to 
the  will  of  the  ruling  elder,  there  was  occasioned  an  unhappy  discord  in  the 
church  of  Concord;  which  yet  was  at  last  healed  by  their  calling  in  the 
help  of  a  council,  and  the  ruling  elder's  abdication.  Of  the  temptationa 
which  occurred  on  these  occasions,  Mr.  Bulkly  would  say,  "  He  thereby 
came — 1,  To  know  more  of  God;  2,  To  know  more  of  himself;  3,  I'o 
know  more  of  men."  Peaix  being  thus  restored,  the  small  things  in  the 
beginning  of  the  church  there,  increased  in  tbe  hands  of  their  faitbful 
Bulkly,  until  he  was  translated  into  the  regions  which  afford  nothing  but 
concord  and  glory;  leaving  his  well-fed  "  flock  in  the  wilderness  "  unto  tbe 
pastoral  care  of  bis  worthy  son,  Mr.  Edward  Bulkly. 

§  9.  It  is  remarked,  that  a  man's  whole  religion  is  according  to  his 
acquaintance  with  the  new  covenant  If,  then,  any  person  would  know 
what  Mr.  Peter  Bulkly  was,  let  him  read  his  judicious  and  savoury  treat- 
ise of  the  gospel  covenant;  which  has  passed  through  several  editions,  with 
much  acceptance  among  the  people  of  God.  Quickly  after  bis  first  com- 
ing into  this  country,  he  preached  many  sermons  on  Zeeh,  ix,  11:  "The 
blood  of  thy  covenant."  The  importunity  of  his  congregation  prevailed 
with  him  to  preach  this  doctrine  of  the  covenant  over  again  in  his  lectures, 
and  fit  it  for  the  press.  He  did  accordingly;  and  of  that  book  the  well- 
known  Mr.  Shepard,  of  Cambridge,  has  given  this  testimony :  "  Tbe  church 
of  God  is  bound  to  bless  God,  for  the  holy,  judicious,  and  learned  labours 
of  this  aged,  experienced,  and  precious  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath 
taken  much  pains  to  discover,  and  that  not  in  words  and  allegories,  but 
in  the  demonstration  and  evidence  of  tbe  spirit,  the  great  mystery  of  god- 
liness wrapt  up  in  the  covenant;  and  hath  now  fully  opened  many  knotty 
questions  concerning  the  same,  which  happily  have  not  been  brought  so 
full  to  light  until  now ;  which  cannot  but  be  of  singular  and  seasonable 
use  to  prevent  apostasies  from  the  simplicity  of  the  covenant  and  gospel 
of  Christ." 

§  10.  Having  offered  this  particular  account  of  a  book,  which  is  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  Jlrst-iom  of  New-England,  I  may  not  forbear  doing 
my  country  the  service  of  extracting  from  it  one  paragraph,  which  we  may 
reckon  the  dying  charge  of  a  Moses  to  an  Israel  in  a  wilderness: 
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"And  thou,  New-England,  which  nrt  exalted  in  priviledges  of  the  gospel  above  many  other 
people,  know  thou  the  'time  of  thy  visitation,'  and  consider  the  great  things  the  Lord  liath 
done  for  thee.  The  gospel  hath/ree  passage  in  all  places  where  thou  dwellest;  Oh!  that  it 
might  be  glorified  also  hy  thee!  Thou  enjoyest  many  fiuthful  witnesses,  which  have  testified 
unto  thee  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  Thou  hast  many  bright  stars  shining  in  thy  tirm- 
ainent,to  give  theethe'knowledgeof  salvadonfromon  high,  to  guide  thy  feet  in  the  way  of 
peace.'  Be  not  Mgh-minded  because  of  thy  priviledges,  but  fear  because  of  thy  danger. 
The  mare  thou  hast  committed  unto  thee,  the  more  thou  must  account  for.  No  people's 
account  will  be  heavier  than  thine,  if  thou  do  not  walk  worthy  of  the  means  of  thy  salvation. 
The  Lord  looks  for  more  from  thee  than  from  other  people:  more  %eal  for  God,  more  love  to 
his  truth,  more  jjistice  and  equity  in  thy  ways:  thou  shonldeat  be  a  special  people,  an  only 
people,  none  like  thee  in  all  the  earth.  Oh!  be  so,  in  loving  the  gospel,  and  the  ministers 
of  it,  Irnving  them  in  'singular  love  for  their  work's  sake.' 

"  Glorifie  thou  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  has  glorified  thee.  Take  heed,  least  for  neglect 
of  either,  God  'remove  thy  candlestick'  out  of  the  midst  of  thee;  lest  being  now  'asacity 
upon  an  hill,'  which  many  seek  unto,  thou  be  left  'like  a  beacon  upon  the  topof  amountMn,' 
desolate  and  forsaken.  If  we  walk  unworthy  of  the  gospel  brought  unto  us,  the  greater  our 
Tnerq/  hath  been  in  the  enjoying  of  it,  the  greater  will  our  judgment  be  for  the  contempt." 

§  11.  His  first  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Mr,  Thomas  Allen,  of  Golding- 
ton:  a  most  vertuoua  gentlewoman,  whose  nephew  was  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  Sir  Thomas  Allen.  By  her  he  had  nine  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. After  her  death,  he  lived  eight  years  a  widdower,  and  then  married 
a  vertuous  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Chitwood ;  by  whom  be  had  three 
sons  and  one  daughter. 

Age  at  length  creeping  on  him,  he  grew  much  afraid  of  out-living  hia 
work;  and  his  fear  be  thus  expressed  in  a  short  Epigram,  composed  March 
25,  1657 : 

Unlet  ojrfo  utagii,  mari  pniptnila  Dla. 
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He  was  ill,  as  well  as  old,  when  he  writ  these  verses;  but  God  granted 
him  his  desire.  He  recovered,  and  preached  near  two  years  after  this, 
and  then  expired,  March  9, 1668-9,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  bis  age. 

§  12.  The  Epigram  newly  mentioned,  invites  me  to  remember  that  he 
had  a  competently  good  stroke  at  I;atin  poetry;  and  even  in  his  old  age 
affected  sometimes  to  improve  it.  Many  of  bis  composures  are  yet  in  our 
hands.    One  was  written  on  his  Birth-da^,  June  31st,  1654: 


In  nilne  Upper  Temple,  wilh  Ihe  Roi< 
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Another  of  them  v 


s  written  on  an  Earthquake,  October  29,  1653: 

■ft  tceleris  Ttoxtri  pmtiUre  Terra  tremit. 


The  rest  we  will  bury  with  him,  under  this 


OHit  jam  qai  jamdad-am  aUerat  Bulkl 
iVec  Fatriam  ille  muttivil,  nee  pave  v 
E6  ivil,  qvd  1) 


THE     LIFE 


P    IB.    UALPU    PARTBIDG 


When  David  was  driven  from  his  friends  into  the  wilderness,  he  made 
this  pathetical  representation  of  his  condition,  "  'Twas  as  when  one  doth 
hunt  a  partridge  in  the  mountains,"  Among  the  many  worthy  persona 
who  were  persecuted  into  an  American  wilderness,  for  their  fidelity  to 
the  ecclesiastical  kingdom  of  our  true  David,  there  was  one  that  bore  tho 
name  as  well  as  the  state  of  an  hunted  partridge.  What  befel  him,  was, 
as  Bede  saith  of  what  was  done  by  Fselix,  Jiixta  nomints  sui  Saeramenium.^ 

This  was  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  who  for  no  fault  but  the  delicacy  of  his 
good  spirit,  being  distressed  by  the  ecclesiastical  setters,  had  no  defence, 
neither  of  leak  nor  claw,  but  &  flight  over  the  ocean, 

The  place  where  he  took  covert  was  the  colony  of  Plymouth,  and  the 
towii  of  Duxbury  in  that  colony. 

This  Partridge  had  not  only  the  innocency  of  the  dove,  conspicuous  in 
his  blameless  and  pious  life,  which  made  him  very  acceptable  in  his  con- 
versation, but  also  the  loftiness  of  an  eagle,  in  the  great  soar  of  his  intel- 
lectual abilitiea.  There  are  some  interpreters  who,  understanding  church 
offtctrs  by  the  Jiving  creatures,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse, 
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irill  have  the  teacher  to  be  intended  by  the  eagle  there,  for  his  quick  insight 
into  remote  and  hidden  things.  The  chnrch  of  Duxbury  had  such  an 
eagh  in  their  Partridge,  when  they  enjoyed  such  a  teacher. 

By  the  same  token,  when  the  Platform  of  Church  Discipline  was  to  be 
composed,  the  Synod  at  Cambridge  appointed  three  persons  to  draw  up 
each  of  them,  "a  model  of  church -government,  according  to  the  word  of 
God,"  unto  the  end  that  out  of  those  the  synod  might  form  what  should 
be  found  most  agreeable;  which  three  persons  were  Mr.  Cotton,  and  Mr. 
Mather,  and  Mr.  Partridge.  So  that,  in  the  opinion  of  that  reverend 
assembly,  this  person  did  not  come  far  behind  the  first  two  for  some  of 
his  sweomplishments. 

After  he  had  been  forty  years  a  faithful  and  painful  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  rarely,  if  ever,  in  all  that  while  interrupted  in  bis  work  by  any 
bodily  sickness,  he  died  in  a  good  old  age,  about  the  year  1658. 

There  was  one  singular  instance  of  a  weaned  spirit,  whereby  he  signal- 
ized himself  unto  the  churches  of  God.  That  was  this :  there  was  a  time 
when  most  of  the  ministers  in  the  colony  of  Plymouth  left  the  colony, 
upon  the  discouragement  which  the  want  of  a  competent  mainienanai 
among  the  needy  and  froward  inhabitants  gave  unto  them.  Nevertheless 
Mr.  Partridge  was,  notwithstanding  the  paucity  and  the  poverty  of  his 
congregation,  so  afraid  of  being  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  Mrd  wan- 
dringfrorn,  his  nest,  that  he  remained  with  his  poor  people  till  he  took  wing 
to  become  a  Urd  of  paradise,  along  with  the  winged  seraphim  of  heaven. 

EPITAPHIUM. 
Avolavit." 


PSALTES.t   THE  LIFE   OP  MB.   UEMIY  BITNSTEB. 

Notwithstanding  the  veneration  which  we  pay  to  the  names  and 
worJcs  of  those  reverend  men,  whom  we  call  the  fathers,  yet  even  the 
Roman  Oatholicks  themselves  confess,  that  those  fathers  were  not  infallible. 
Aiidradiiis,  among  others,  in  his  defence  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  has  this 
passage:  "There  can  be  nothing  devised  more  superstitious,  than  to  count 
all  things  delivered  by  the  fathers  divine  oracles!!''  And,  indeed,  it  is  plain 
enough  that  those  excellent  men  were  not  without  errors  and  frailties,  of 
which,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  the  part  of  a  cham  to  take  some  little  notice. 
Thus,  Jerom  had  his  erroneous  opinion  of  Peter's  being  unjustly  repre- 
hended ;  and  was  fearfully  asleep  in  the  other  matters,  wherein  he  opposed 
Vigilantius.     Augustine  was  for  admitting  the  infants  of  Christians  unto 
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the  Lord's  Supper:  and,  alas!  how  imich  of  Babylon  is  there  in  his  beat 
book,  "De  Givitate  Dei.'"'*  Hilary  denied  the  soul-sorrows  of  our  Lord  in 
ills  passion,  if  you  will  believe  the  report  of  Bellarmine.  Clemens  Alex- 
andrinus  affirmed  that  our  Lord  neither  eat  nor  drank  from  the  necessitiea 
of  human  life ;  and  that  he  and  his  apostles,  after  their  death,  preaehed  unto 
the  damned  in  hell,  of  whom  there  were  many  converted,  Origen  taught 
many  things  contrary  unto  the  true  faith,  and  frequently  confounded  the 
Scriptures  with  false  expositions,  TertulHan  fell  into  Montanism,  and 
forbad  all  second  marriages.  How  little  agreement  was  there  between 
Epiphaniua  and  Chrysoatom,  Irenasus  and  Victor,  Cornelius  and  Cyprian? 
And,  indeed,  that  I  may  draw  near  to  my  present  purpose,  the  erroneous 
opinion  of  rebaptism  in  Cyprian,  is  well  known  to  the  world. 

Wherefore  it  may  not  be  wondred  at  if,  among  the  &rat,  fathers  of  New- 
England,  there  were  some  things  not  altogether  so  agreeable  to  the  prin- 
ciples whereupon  the  country  was  in  the  main  established.  But  among 
those  of  our  fathers  who  diftered  somewhat  from  his  brethren,  was  that 
learned  and  worthy  man  Mr.  Henry  Dunster, 

He  was  the  president  of  our  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge,  and  an  able 
man :  [as  we  may  give  some  account,  when  the  history  of  that  college 
comes  to  be  offered.] 

But  wonderfully  falling  into  the  errors  of  Antipsedobaptism,  the  overseers 
of  the  college  became  solicitous  that  the  students  there  might  not  be  una- 
wares ensnared  in  the  errors  of  their  president.  Wherefore  they  laboured 
with  an  extreme  agony,  either  to  rescue  the  good  man  from  his  own  mis- 
takes, or  to  restrain  him  from  imposing  them  upon  the  hope  of  the  Jlock,  of 
both  which,  finding  themselves  to  despair,  they  did,  aa  quietly  as  they 
could,  procure  his  removal,  and  provide  him  a  successor,  in  Mr.  Charles 


He  was  a  very  good  Hebrician,  and  for  that  cause  he  bore  a  great  part 
in  the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms,  now  used  in  our  ciiurches.  But 
after  some  short  retirement  and  secession  from  all  publick  business,  at 
Scituate,  in  the  year  1659,  he  went  thither,  where  he  bears  his  part  in 
everlasting  and  celestial  hallelujahs.  It  was  justly  counted  an  instance 
of  an  excellent  spirit,  in  Margaret  Meeiing,  that  though  she  had  been  excoin- 
municated  by  the  congregation  of  Protestants,  whereof  Mr.  Eough  was  pas* 
tor,  and  she  seemed  to  have  hard  measure  also  in  her  excommunication; 
yet  when  Mr.  Eough  was  imprisoned  for  the  truth,  she  was  very  serviceable 
to  him,  and  at  length  suffered  martyrdom  for  the  truth  with  him.  Some- 
thing that  was  not  altogether  unlike  this  "excellent  spirit"  was  instanced 
by  our  Dunster.  For  he  died  in  such  harmony  of  affection  with  the  good 
men  who  had  been  the  authors  of  his  removal  from  Cambridge,  that  he, 
by  his  will,  ordered  his  body  to  be  carried  unto  Cambridge  for  its  burial, 
and  bequeathed  legacies  to  those  very  persona. 

•  "The  city  of  God. 
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Kow,  I  know  not  where,  better  than  here,  to  insert  that  article  of  our 
church -history,  which  concerna  our  metrical  translation  of  the  Psalm3  now 
sung  in  our  churches. 

About  the  year  1639,  the  New-English  refonnera,  considering  that  their 
churches  enjoyed  the  other  ordinances  of  Heaven  in  their  scriptural  purity, 
were  willing  that  the  ordinance  of  "The  singing  of  psalms,"  should  be 
restored  among  them  unto  a  share  in  that  purity.  Though  they  blessed 
God  for  the  religious  endeavours  of  them  who  translated  the  Psalms  into 
the  meelre  usually  annexed  at  the  end  of  the  Bible,  yet  they  beheld  in  the 
translation  so  many  detraciions  from,  additions  to,  and  variations  of,  not  only 
the  text,  but  the  very  sense  of  the  psalmist,  that  it  was  an  ofl'ence  unto 
them.  Resolving  then  upon  a  new  translation,  the  chief  divines  in  the 
country  took  each  of  them  a  portion  to  be  translated:  among  whom  were 
Mr.  Welds  and  Mr.  Bliot  of  Eoxbury,  and  Mr.  Mather  of  Dorchester. 
These,  like  the  rest,  were  of  so  different  a  genius  for  their  poetry,  that  Mr. 
Shepard,  of  Cambridge,  on  the  occasion  addressed  them  to  this  purpose: 

You  Roxh'ry  poels,  keep  clear  of  the  crime 

Of  miaaing  lo  give  us  very  good  rhime. 
And  you  of  Dorchesier,  your  verses  lengthen, 
But  with  the  text's  own  worJs,  you  will  them  etrenglhen. 

The  Psalms  thus  turned  into  meetre  were  printed  at  Cambridge,  in  the 
year  1640.  But,  afterwards,  it  was  thought  that  a  little  more  of  art  was 
to  be  employed  upon  them:  and  for  that  cause,  they  were  committed  unto 
Mr,  Dunster,  who  revised  and  refined  this  translation;  and  (with  some 
assistance  from  one  Mr.  Richard  Lyon,  who  being  sent  over  by  Sir  Henry 
Mildmay,  as  an  attendant  unto  his  son,  then  a  student  in  Harvard  College, 
now  resided  in  Mr.  Dunster's  house:)  he  brought  it  into  the  condition 
wherein  our  churches  ever  since  have  used  it. 

Now,  though  I  heartily  join  with  those  gentlemen  who  wish  that  the 
^oe(jT/ hereof  were  mended;  yet  I  must  confess,  that  the  Psalms  have  never 
yet  seen  a  translation,  that  I  know  of,  nearer  to  the  Hebrew  original;  and 
I  am  willing  to  receive  the  excuse  which  our  translators  themselves  do 
offer  us,  when  they  say: 

"If  the  verses  are  not  always  so  elegant  as  some  deare  or  expect,  let  them  consider  that 
God'a  altar  needs  not  our  polisbings;  we  have  respected  rather  a  plain  translaUon,  than  to 
smooth  our  verses  with  the  sweetness  of  any  paraphrase.  We  liave  attended  conscienee 
rather  tJian  elegance,  fidelity  rather  than  ingenuity;  that  so  we  may  sing  in  Zion  the  Lord's 
atjngs  of  praise,  accorditig  unto  his  own  will,  until  he  bid  as  enter  into  onr  Master's  joy,  to 
sing  eternal  hallelujahs," 

Reader,  when  the  reformation  in  Prance  began,  Clement  Marot  and 
Theodore  Beza  turned  the  Psalms  into  French  meetre,  and  Lewis  Gnadimel 
set  melodious  tunes  unto  them.  The  singing  hereof  charmed  the  souls  of 
court  and  city,  town  and  country.     They  were  sung  in  the  Lovre  it  self, 
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as  well  3,3  in  the  Protestant  cburches:  ladies,  nobles,  princes — yea,  King 
Henry  himself — sang  them.  This  one  thing  mightily  contributed  unto  the 
downfal  of  Popery,  and  the  progress  of  the  gospel.  All  ranks  of  men 
practised  it;  a  gentleman  of  the  reformed  religion  wonld  not  eat  a 
meal  without  it.  The  popish  clergy  raging  hereat,  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain 
got  the  profane  and  obscene  odes  of  the  pagan  poets  to  be  turned  into 
French,  and  sang  at  the  court:  and  tbe  Divine  Psalms  were  thus  banished 
from  that  wicked  court. 

Behold,  the  reformation  pursued  in  the  churches  of  New-England  by 
the  Psalms  in  a  new  meetre:  God  grant  the  reformation  may  never  be  lost 
while  the  Psalms  are  sung  in  our  churchesl 

But  in  this  matter,  Mr.  Dunster  is  to  be  acknowledged.  And  if  unto 
tbe  Christian,  while  singing  of  Paalms  on  earth,  Chrysostom  could  well 
say,  Mst'  'Aj-yeXuv  'aSsi(,  (ibt'  'Ayj-sXuv  'ufivsr; — Thou  art  in  a  consort  with 
angeh! — how  much  more  may  that  now  be  said  of  our  Dunster? 

Prom  the  epitaph  of  Henricus  Rentzius,  we  will  now  furnish  oar  Henry 
Dunster  with  an 

K  p  1  T  A  P  H . 
Praeo,  Pater,  Servusi  Sonai,  Foci,  Cktluique; 

Sacra,  Scholam,  ChrUttitni   Voce,  Higore,  Fids; 

Famaia,  Animam,  Corpus;  Dispergii,  Secreat,  Ahdit; 

Virtus,  Chrislue,  Hamvsi  Laudc,  Salute,  Sinu.* 
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t  Omnihus  Ahsolutis  ridehilur.- 

Met-o.  Adam-  in  Vii 

.9.  Hnlteri.l 

§  1.  It  is  among  the  greater  Prophets  of  Israel  that  we  find  an  Ezekiel 
who  had  in  his  very  name.  The  Fortitude  of  God.  And  it  is  not  among 
tbe  smaller  Prophets  of  Kew-England  that  we  have  also  seen  an  Ezekiel; 
one  inspired  with  a  divine  fortitude,  for  the  work  of  a  witness  prophesying 
in  the  sackchth  of  a  wilderness.  This  was  our  famous  Ezekiel  Eoger.s,  of 
whom  we  have  more  to  say  than  barely  that  be  was  born  in  the  year  1590, 
and  that  he  died  in  the  year  1660. 
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§  2.  Ilia  father  was  Mr.  Eicliard  Eogers,  of  Weathersfield  in  England, 
the  well  known  author  of  the  book  that  is  known  by  the  name  of  "  The 
/Seven  TVeaiiaes"  Of  that  Eiohard  we  will  content  ourselves  with  one  pithy 
passage,  mentioned  by  his  grandson,  Mr,  "William  Jeakyns,  in  his  exposi- 
tion upon  Jude:  "That  blessed  saint^"  saith  he,  "was  another  Enoch  ift 
Lis  age;  a  man  whose  'walking  with  God'  appeared  by  that  incomparable 
directory  of  a  Christian  .life,  called  TAe  Seven  TVeatiees,'  woven  out  of 
Scripture,  and  his  own  experimental  practice;  he  would  soraetimea  say, 
'That  he  should  be  sorry,  if  every  day  were  not  to  him  as  his  last  day.'" 
It  is  this  Eaekiel  Rogers  whereof  we  are  now  to  give  an  account.  The 
early  sparklinga  of  wit,  judgment,  and  learning,  in  him,  gave  his  father 
no  little  satisfaction,  and  expectation  of  his  proficiency ;  and  at  thirteen 
years  of  age  made  him  capable  of  preferment  in  the  university ;  where  he 
proceeded  Master  of  Arts  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Removing  thence  to  be 
chaplain  in  a  family,  famous  for  both  religion  and  dviliiy — namely  the  fam- 
ily of  Sir  Francis  Barrington,  at  Hatfield  Broad  Oak  in  Essex — he  there 
had  opportunity  not  only  to  do  good  hy  his  profitable  preaching,  but  also 
to  get  good  by  his  conversation  with  persons  of  honour,  who  continually 
resorted  thither,  and  he  knew  and  used  his'  opportunity  to  the  utmost, 

§3,  Both  in  ^raytn^  and  yreocAijj^,  he  had  a  very  notable  faculty;  'twas 
accompanied  with  strains  of  oratory,  which,  made  his  ministry  very  accept- 
able. Hence,  after  five  or  six  years'  residence  in  this  wor.sbipful  family. 
Sir  Francis  bestowed  upon  him  the  benefice  of  Eowly  in  Yorkshire;  in 
hopes  that  his  more  lively  ministry  might  be  particularly  successful  in 
awalcemng  those  drowsy  corners  of  the  north :  and  accordingly  the  church 
there,  standing  in  the  centre  of  many  villages,  there  was  now  a  great  resort 
unto  the  service  therein  performed, 

§  4.  Nevertheless  Mr.  Kogers  had  much  uneasiness  in  his  mind  about 
his  own  experience  of  those  truths  which  he  preached  unto  others;  he 
feared  that,  notwithstanding  his  pathetical  expressions,  wherewith  his 
hearers  were  affected,  he  was  himself,  in  his  own  soul,  a  stranger  to  that 
faith  and  repentance  and  conversion,  which  he  pressed  upon  tliein.  This 
consideration  very  much  perplexed  him ;  and  his  perplexity  was '  the  . 
greater,  because  he  could  not  hear  of  any  experienced  minister  in  those 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  whom  he  niight  utter  the  trouble  that  was. upon 
him.  At  last,  hoping  that  either  from  his  bi'other  of  Weathersfield,  or 
his  cousin  of  Dedham,  he  might  receive  some  satisfaction,  he  took  a  jour- 
ney into  Essex  on  purpose  to  be  by  them  resolved  of  his  doubts.  His 
design  was  to  have  came  at  his  famous  kinsman  before  his  lecture  began ; 
but  missing  of  tlmt,  he  gat  into  the  assembly  before  the  beginning  of  the 
sermon;  where  he  found  that,  by  the  singular  providence  of  God,  his 
doubts  were  as  punctually  and  exactly  resolved,  as  if  the  excellent  preacher 
had  been  acquainted  with  his  doubts  before-hand. 

8  5.  Being  now  satisfied  of  his  own  eifectual  vocation,  he  went  on  iiL 
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bis  ministry  with  a  very  signal  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  it,  unto  the  effect- 
ual vocation  of  many  more:  his  ministry  was  much  frequented  and  remark- 
ably successful.  In  the  exercise  whereof,  ho  once  had  opportunity  to 
preach  in  the  stately  minster  of  York,  on  a  publick  occasion,  which  he 
served  and  suited  notably.  Dr.  Matthews  was  then  the  Arch-Bishop  of 
York,  who  permitted  the  use  of  those  lectures,  which  Arch-Bishop  Grindal 
had  erected;  whereby  the  light  of  the  gospel  was  marvellously  diffused 
unto  many  places  that  sat  in  "  the  region  and  the  shadow  of  death."  All 
the  pious  ministers  in  such  a  precinct,  had  a  meeting  once  a  mouth,  in  some 
noted  place,  when  and  where  several  of  them  did  use  to  preach  one  after 
another;  beginning  and  concluding  the  whole  exercise  with  prayer.  Mr. 
Eogers  bore  his  part  in  these  lectures,  as  long  as  Dr.  Matthews  lived; 
from  one  of  which,  an  accuser  of  the  brethren  went  once  unto  the  Arch- 
Bishop  with  this  accusation,  that  one  of  the  ministers  had  made  this  peti- 
tion in  his  prayer:  "May  the  Almighty  shut  heaven  against  the  Arch- 
Bishop's  grace;"  whereat  the  Arch-Bishop,  instead  of  being  offended,  as 
the  pick-thankiy  reporter  hoped  he  would  have  been,  fell  a  laughing 
heartily,  and  answered,  "Those  good  men  know  well  enough,  that  if  I 
were  gone  to  heaven,  their  exercises  would  soon  be  put  down."  And  it 
came  to  pass  accordingly ! 

I  6.  In  delivering  the  vmrd  of  Q-ocI,  he  would  sometimes  go  beyond  the 
strength  which  God  had  given  him;  for  though  he  had  a  lively  spirit,  yet 
he  had  a  crazy  body ;  which  put  him  upon  studying  physick,  wherein  he 
attained  unto  a  skill  considerable.  But  the  worst  was  this,  that  riding 
far  from  home,  some  violent  motion  used  by  him  in  ordering  of  his  horse, 
broke  a  vein  within  him;  whereupon  he  betook  himself  to  his  chamber, 
and  there  kept  private,  that  his  friends  might  not  persecute  him  with  any 
of  their  unseasonable  kindness.  But  in  two  month's  time  he  obtained  a 
cure,  so  that  he  returned  unto  his  family  and  his  employment;  God  would 
not  suffer  that  Tuouth  to  he  stopped,  which  had  so  many  testimonies  to  bear 
still  for  his  trulli  and  ways! 

%  7.  At  last,  the  severity  wherewith  svhsaiption  was  then  urged,  put 
a  period  unto  the  twenty  years'  publick  ministry  of  our  useful  Eogers, 
although  the  man  who  suspended  him  shewed  him  so  much  respect  as  to 
let  him  enjoy  the  profits  of  his  living  two  years  after  the  suspension,  and 
let  him  also  put  in  another  as  good  as  he  could  get.  He  employed  one 
Mr.  Bishop  to  supply  his  place  in  the  ministry,  from  which  a  Bishop  had 
confined  him;  nevertheless,  this  good  man  also  was  quickly  silenced, 
because  he  would  not  in  publick  read  the  censure  which  was  passed  upon 
Mr.  Rogers. 

§  8,  Many  prudent  men  in  those  times,  foreseeing  the  storms  that  were 
likely  in  a  few  years  to  break  upon  the  English  nation,  did  propose  New- 
England  for  their  hiding-place.  And  of  these,  our  Mr.  Eogers  was  one, 
who  had  been  accompanied  by  Sir  William  Constable  and  Sir  Matthew 
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Boynton  also  in  his  voyage  hither,  if  some  singular  providences  had  not 
hindred  them.  Hither  did  the  good  hand  of  God  bring  him,  with  many 
of  his  Yorkshire  friends,  in  the  year  1638— ships  haviiig  been  by  his  dis- 
cretion and  influence  brought  from  London  unto  Hull,  to  take  in  the  pas- 
sengers. Arriving  at  Kew-England,  he  was  urged  very  much  to  settle 
with  his  Yorkshire  folks  at  New-Haven;  but  in  consideration  of  the 
dependance  that  several  persons  of  quality  had  on  him  to  chuse  a  meet 
place  for  their  entertainment  in  this  wilderness,  when  they  should  come 
hither  after  him,  he  was  advised  rather  to  another  place,  which  he  was 
profered  very  near  his  reverend  kinsman,  Mr.  Nathanael  Rogers  of  Ips- 
wich. The  towns  of  Ipswich  and  Newbary  were  willing,  on  easy  terms, 
to  part  with  much  of  their  land,  that  they  might  admit  a  third  -plantation 
in  the  middle  between  them;  which  was  a  great  advantage  to  Mr,  Ezekiel 
Rogers;  who  called  the  town  Eowly,  and  continued  m  it  about  the  same 
number  of  years  that  he  had  spent  in  that  Eowly  from  whence  he  came, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantick  ocean. 

§  9.  About  five  years  afl^er  his  coming  to  New-England,  be  was  chosen 
to  preach  at  the  Court  of  Election  at  Boston ;  wherein,  though  the  occa- 
sion and  the  auditory  were  great,  yet  he  shewed  his  abilities  to  be  greater; 
insomuch,  that  he  became  famous  through  the  whole  country.  And  what 
respect  all  the  cfiurches  abroad  paid  bim,  he  much  more  found  in  his  own 
church  at  home;  where  he  was  exceedingly  successful,  and  approved  in 
his  ministry,  in  which  the  points  of  regeneration  and  union  with  the  Lord 
Jesua  Christ  hj  failh,  were  those  whereon  he  most  insisted. 

In  the  management  of  those  points,  he  had  a  notable  faculty  at  pene- 
trating into  the  souls  of  his  hearers,  and  manifesting  the  very  secrets  of 
their  hearts.  His  prayeis  and  sermons  would  make  such  lively  representa- 
tions of  the  Utoughts  then  working  in  the  minds  of  his  peoplo,-  that  it 
would  amaze  them  to  see  their  own  condition  so  exactly  represented. 
And  his  occasional  discourses  with  his  people — especially  with  the  young 
ones  among  them— and  most  of  all,  with  such  as  had  been,  by  their 
deceased  parents,  recommended  unto  his  watchful  care — were  marvel- 
lously profitable.  He  was  a  Tree  of  Knowledge,  but  so  laden  with  fruii, 
that  he  stoopt  for  the  very  children  to  pick  off  the  apples  ready  to  drop 
into  their  mouths.  Sometimes  they  would  come  to  his  house,  a  dozen  in 
an  evening;  and  calling  them  up  into  his  study,  one  by  one,  he  would 
examine  them.  How  they  walked  with  God?  How  they  spent  their  time? 
What  good  books  they  read?  Whether  they  prayed  without  ceasing? 
And  he  would  therewithal  admonish  them  to  take  heed  of  temptations  and 
corruptions  as  he  thought  most  endangered  them.  And  if  any  differences 
had  fallen  out  amongst  his  people,  he  would  forthwith  send  for  them,  to 
lay  before  him  the  reason  of  their  difterences;  and  such  was  his  interest 
in  them,  that  he  usually  healed  and  stopt  all  their  little  contentions,  before 
they  could  break  out  into  any  open /ames. 
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§  10.  After  ten  or  twelve  years  most  prosperous  attendance  on  Iiis  min- 
istry in  Rowly,  some  unhappy  griefs  befel  him,  which  were  thus  occa- 
sioned. It  was  tiiought  pity,  that  so  great  an  oMliiy  as  that  wherewith 
Mr.  Eogers  was  talented,  should  be  confined  unto  so  small  an  avditory  as 
that  whereto  hia  Lord^s  day  labours  were  confined;  and  he  was  perswaded 
therefore  to  set  up  a  kcture,  once  in  a  fortnight,  whereto  the  inhabitants  of 
other  towns  resorted  with  no  small  satisfaction.  A  most  excellent  young 
man  was,  upon  this  increase  of  his  labours,  obtained  for  his  assistant:  but 
through  the  devices  of  Satan  there  was  raised  a  jealousy  in  the  hearts  of 
many  among  the  people,  that  their  old  pastor  was  not  real  and  forward 
enough  in  prosecuting  the  settlement  of  that  assistant;  and  this  jealousy 
broke  forth  into  almost  unaccountable  dissaUsfactions  between  him  and 
them;  which,  though  they  were  afterwards  cured,  yet  the  cure  was  in 
some  regards  loo  palliative^ 

%  11.  The  rest  of  this  good  man's  time  in  the  world  was  winter ;  he 
saw  more  nights  than  days,  and  in  vicissitudes  of  affliction,  "the  cloi^ds 
returning  after  the  rain."  He  buried  his  first  wife,  and  all  the  children 
he  had  by  that  wife.  He  then  married  a  virgin  daughter  of  the  well- 
known  Mr.  John  Wilaon,  in  hopes  of  issue  by  her;  but  God  also  took 
her  away,  with  the  child  she  had  conceived  by  him. 

After  this,  he  married  once  more  a  person  in  years  agreeable  to  him; 
but  that  very  night  a  fire  burnt  his  dwelling-house  to  the  ground,  with  all 
the  goods  that  he  had  under  his  roof.  Having  rebuilt  bis  house,  he 
received  a.  fall  from  his  horse,  which  gave  to  his  right  arm  such  a  bruise, 
as  made  it  ever  after  useless  unto  him ;  upon  which  account  he  was  now 
put  upon  learning  to  write  with  his  left  hand. 


Thus  having  done  the  will  of  God,  he  was  put  upon  further  trial  of  his 
patience!  But  there  was  this  comfortable  in  his  trial,  that  the  good  ipirU 
of  God  enabled  him  to  bear  his  crosses  cheerfully,  and  rejoice  in  his 
tribulations. 

I  12.  The  natural  constitution  of  his  body  was  but  feeble  and  crazy: 
nevertheless,  by  a  prudent  attendance  to  the  rules  of  health,  his  life  was 
lengthened  out  considerably:  but  at  last  a  lingring  sickness  ended  his 
days,  January  23,  1660,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  Hia  books 
wherewith  he  had  recruited  hia  library,  after  the  fire,  which  consumed 
the  good  library  that  he  had  brought  out  of  England,  he  bestowed  upon 
Harvard  College. 

His  lands,  the  greatest  part  of  them,  with  his  house,  he  gave  to  the 
town  and  church  of  Bowly. 

§  13,  Because  it  will  give  some  illustration  unto  our  church-history,  as 
well  as  notably  describe  the  excellent  and  exemplary  spirit  of  this  good 
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man, .and  it  hath  been  sometimes  noted,  Optima  Historia,  est  Historia  Epis- 
iolaris,^  I  will  here  insert  one  of  his  letters,  written  (with  his  kft  hand) 
nnto  a  worthy  minister  in  Charlestown,  the  6th  of  the  12th  month,  1657 : 

Dear  Brother:  Though  I  have  now  done  my  errimd  in  the  other  paper,  yet  methinks  I 
nm  not  satisfied  to  leave  you  so  suddenly,  so  bai'ely.  Let  us  hear  from  jrou,  I  pray  you; 
how  you  do.  Doth  your  ministry  go  on  tomfortably!  find  you  fruit  of  your  labooral  are 
new  converts  brought  inl  Do  your  children  and  family  grow  more  godly?  I  find  greatest 
trouble  and  grief  about  the  risintr  generation,  Young  people  are  little  stii'red  here;  but  they 
strengthen  one  nnotJier  in  evil,  by  example,  by  counsel.  iMuch  ado  I  have  with  my  own 
family;  hard  to  get  a  servant  that  is  glad  ot catechising,  oT/amibf-dTUies:  I  had  a  rare  bless- 
ing of  servants  in  Yorkshire;  and  those  that  I  brought  over  were  a  blessing:  but  the  young 
brood  Aoth  much  afflict  me.  Even  the  children  of  the  godly  here,  and  elsewhere,  make  a 
wofu!  proof  So  that,  I  tremble  to  think,  what  will  become  of  this  glorious  work  that  we 
have  begun,  when  the  ancient  shall  be  gathered  unto  their  fathers.  1  fear  grace  and  blessing 
will  die  with  them,  if  the  Lord  do  not  also  show  more  signs  of  displeasure,  even  in  our 
days. — We  grow  loorUly  every  where;  methinka  I  see  little  godliness,  but  all  in  a  hurry 
about  the  world;  every  one  for  himself,  little  care  of  public  ot  commw  good. 

"It  liath  been  God's  way,  not  to  send  sweeping  judgments,  when  the  cliief  magistrates 
are  godly  and  grow  more  so.  1  beseech  all  the  Bay-ministers  to  call  earnestly  upon  magis- 
trates (that  are  often  among  them)  tell  them  that  their  godliness  will  be  our  protection:  if 
the!/  Ml,  I  shall  fear  some  sweeping  judgment  shortly.    The  clouds  seem  to  be  gathpring. 

"I  am  hastning  home,  and  grow  very  astbmatjcal,  and  short-breathed.  Oh!  that  I  might 
see  some  signs  of  good  to  tjie  generations  following,  to  send  me  away  rejolcingi  Thus  I 
could  weary  you  and  my  sey,  and  my  left  Itand;  but  I  break  off  suddenly.  O,  good  brother, 
I  thank  Giod,  I  am  near  hrmie;  and  you  too  are  not  far.  Oh,  the  weight  of  glory  that  is 
ready  waiting  for  us,  God's  poor  exiles!  We  shall  sit  vext  to  the  martyrs  and  confessors. 
O,  the  embraces  wherewith  Christ  will  embrace  us!  Cheer  up  your  spirits  in  the  thoughts 
thereof;"  and  let  us  be  zealous  for  our  God  and  Christ,  and  make  a  conclusion.  Now  the 
Lord  bring  us  well  through  our  poor  pilgrimage. 

"Your  affectionate  brother,  "Ez.  Rogeks." 

EPITAPH. 

A  resurteclion  to  Imniorlnlity  is  here  expected, 

for  what  WDS  morlal  of  the  Reverend 

EZEKIEL  ROGERS, 
Put  off,  January  a3,,166n. 


ga^c      I    ThB/aiW  Mid  i(fE,  wl 


Abi,  Viator. 
A  Slartuo  discs  Vivere  ttt  Blorilarat; 
E  Tirris  diact  Cogitora  de  Cffiiis.t 

'hnu  UAce  hii  ebiolng  pnlh  to  yonder  eiy. 
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CHAFTEH   II?. 

BITLOGIUS!*   THE    LIFE   OF   MR.   NATHAHAEL   BUGEKS 


§  1.  It  is  a  reflection,  carryiog  in  it  somewhat  of  curiosity^  tbat  as  in  the 
Old  Testament,  GK)d  saw  'ihe  first  drmers  under  a  tree,  so  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, Christ  saw  one  of  the  first  believers  under  a  tree,  with  a  particular 
observation.  The  siuTier  hid  himself  among  the  trees  of  the  garden,  assisted 
with  fig-leaves,  but  it  was  a  false  covert  and  shelter  whereto  he  trusted ;  the 
Most  High  discovered  him.  The  believer  also  hid  himself  under  a  fig-tree, 
where,  nevertheless,  the  shady  leaves  hindred  not  our  Lord  from  seeing 
of  him.  The  sinner,  when  he  was  discovered,  expressed  his  fear,  saying, 
"I  heard  thy  voice,  and  I  was  afraid."  The  believer  seen  by  our  Lord, 
expressed  his  faith,  saying,  "Master,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God."  The  name 
of  this  believer  was  Nathanael.  At  the  beginning  of  the  law  under  the 
Old  Testament,  you  have  nature  in  an  Adam  under  a  tree;  at  the  beginning 
of  the  gospel,  under  the  ]few  Testament,  you  have  grace  under  a  tree  in  a 
Nathanael.  Truly,  at  the  beginning  of  New-England,  also,  among  the  first 
believers  that  formed  a  church  for  our  God  in  the  country,  there  was  a 
famous  Nathanael,  who  retired  into  these  American  woods,  that  he  might 
serve  the  King  of  Israel:  this  was  our  Nathanael  Eogers.  One  of  the  iirst 
English  arch-bishops  assumed  the  name  of  Deus  dedil,if  and  the  historian 
says,  he  answered  tbe  name  that  he  assumed.  Our  Nathanael  was  not  in 
the  rank  of  arch-bishops;  but  as  was  his  nairne,  A  Gift  OF  God,  so  was  he! 

%  2.  Cornelius  Tacitus,  who  is  by  the  great  Budseus  called,  "the  wick- 
edest of  all  writers,"  reports  of  the  Jews,  that  they  adored  an  ass's  head; 
because  by  a  direction  from  a  company  of  asses,  errorem  sitimque  depule- 
rant;%  and  this  report,  received  by  him  from  a  railing  Egyptian,  became  so 
received,  that  no  defence  agatnst  it  would  be  allowed.  That  excellent 
company  of  divines  which  led  the  people  of  God  unto  the  sweet  waters  of 
his  institutions,  in  the  wilderness  of  New-England,  whereinto  they  were 
driven,  have  been  esteemed  no  better  than  a  company  of  asses,  by  the 
Romishly  affected  writers  of  this  age.  But  those  heads  which  are  justly 
admired  (though  not  adored)  among  that  people,  had  more  of  angels  than  of 
asses  in  them :  the  English  nation  had  few  better  Christians  than  most,  and 
it  had  not  many  better  scJiolars  than  some  who  then  retired  into  these  ends 
of  the  earth.  Now,  among  all  those  great  men  who  submitted  themselves 
unto  all  the  littleness  of  a  wilderness,  there  ia  a  very  high  rank  to  be 
assigned  unto  one,  who  is  now  to  be  described. 
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He  was  the  aecoud  son  of  that  famous  niaa,  Mr,  John  Rogers  of  Dedhani ; 
and  born  while  his  father  was  minister  of  Haveril,  about  the  year  1598. 
He  was  educated  at  the  grammar  school  in  Dedhani,  till  he  was  near  four- 
teen years  old,  and  then  he  was  admitted  into  Emanuel  College  in  Cam- 
bridge. There  he  became  a  remarkable  and  incomparable  proficient  in  all 
academick  learning;  but  some  circumstances  of  his  father  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  wait  for^j-e/ermenfe,  after  he  was  become  capable  of  empfcymeTiis 
in  other  places.  His  usual  manner  there,  was  to  be  an  early  and  exact  stu- 
dent; by  which  means  he  was  quickly  laid  in  with  a  good  stock  of  harn- 
ing;  but  unto  all  his  other  learning,  there  was  that  glory  added,  tlie  fear 
of  God,  for  the  crown  of  all;  the  principles  whereof  were  instilled  into  his 
young  soul  with  the  counsels  of  his  pious  mother,  while  he  yet  sat  on  her 
knees,  as  well  as  bis  holy  father,  when  he  came  to  riper  years.  From  his 
very  childhood  he  was  exemplary  for  the  success  which  God  gave  unto 
the  cares  of  his  parents,  to  principle  him  with  such  things,  as  rendred  him 
"  wise  unto  salvation." 

§  3.  Having  from  his  youth  been  used  unto  the  most  religious  exercises, 
not  only  social,  but  also  secret,  nevertheless  the  hurries  of  avocation  carried 
him  abroad  one  morning  before  he  had  attended  his  usual  devotions  in  hifl 
retirements;  but  his  horse  happening  to  stumble  in  a  plain  road,  it  gave 
him  a  bruising,  bloody,  dangerous  fall;  which  awakened  him  so  to  con- 
sider of  his  emission  in  the  morning,  that  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  he  was 
wondrous  careful  to  omit  nothing  of  his  daily  duties :  wherein  at  length 
he  so  abounded,  that  as  Carthusian  speaks,  J)uIeissimo  Deo  iotus  immergi 
ctcpts  et  inviscerari,* 

§  4.  Though  he  were  of  a  pleasant  and  cheerful  behaviour,  yet  he  was 
therewithal  sometimes  inclined  unto  melancholy ;  which  was  aUended  with, 
and  perhaps  productive  of,  some  dejections  in  his  own  mind,  about  his  inter- 
est in  the  favour  of  God.  Whence,  even  after  he  had  been  apreaclier  of 
some  standing,  he  had  sometimes  very  sore  despondencies  and  objections 
in  his  own  soul,  about  the  evidences  of  his  own  regeneration;  he  would 
conclude  that  no  grmx  of  God  had  ever  been  wrought  in  him.  Where- 
upon a  minister,  that  was  his  near  friend,  gave  him  once  that  advice,  "  To 
let  al!  go  for  lost,  and  begin  again  upon  a  new  foundation;"  but  upon  his 
recollecting  himself,  he  found  that  he  could  not  forego,  he  might  not 
renounce  all  his  former  blessed  experience.     And  so  his  doubts  expired. 

I  5.  The  first  specimen  that  he  gave  of  his  ministerial  abilities,  was  as 
a  chaplain  in  the  house  of  a  person  of  quality ;  whence,  after  a  year  or 
two  thus  fledged,  he  adventured  a  flight  unto  a  great  congregation  at  Book- 
ing, in  Essex,  under  Br.  Earkham;  not  without  the  wonder  of  many, 
how  the  son  of  the  most  noted  Purilan  in  England  should  come  to  be 
employed  under  an  Episcopal  Doctor,  so  gracious  with  Bishop  Laud;  but 
this  Dr.  Barkham  was  a  good  preacher  himself,  and  he  was  also  willing  to 
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gratifie  his  parisbioners,  who  were  many  of  them  religiously  disposed: 
hence,  though  the  Doctor  would  not  spare  a  tenth-part  of  his  revenues, 
which,  from  his  divers  livings,  amounted  unto  near  a  thousand  a  year,  to 
one  who  did  above  three-quarts  of  his  work,  yet  he  was  otherwise  very 
courteous  and  civil  to  our  Mr.  Rogers,  whom  hia  parishioners  handsomely 
maintained  out  of  their  own  purses,  acd  shewed  what  a  room  he  bad  ia 
their  Jmirts  by  their  doing  so. 

§  6.  All  this  while,  Mr.  Rogers  bad,  like  his  father,  applied  bis  thoughts 
only  to  the  main  points  of  "repentance  from  dead  works,"  and  "faith, 
towards  God;"  and  he  had  never  yet  looked  into  the  controverted  points 
of  discipline.  Indeed,  the  disposition  of  his  famous  father  towards  those 
things,  I  am  willing  to  relate  on  this  occasion;  and  I  will  relate  it  in  his 
own  words,  which  I  will  faithfully  transcribe,  from  a  MS.  of  his  now  in 
my  hands; 

"If  ever  I  come  into  trouble  [he  writes]  for  want  of  eonfomiity,  I  resolve  with  my  sulf, 
hy  God's  assistance,  to  come  awny  with  a  clear  conscience,  and  yield  to  nothing  in  presojit 
until  I  have  prayed  and  fiisted,  and  conferred :  and  though  the  liberty  uf  my  mirmlry  be  pre- 
^ous,  yet  buy  it  not  with  a  guUty  conKcience.  I  am  somewhat  troubled  sometimes  at  my 
Bobacriplioii,  but  1  aaw  sundry  men  of  good  gifts,  and  good  hearts,  as  I  tliought,  that  did  ao. 
And  I  could  not  prove  that  there  was  any  tjiing  contrary  to  the  word  of  God;  though  I  mis- 
liked  them  much,  and  I  knew  them  'unproBlable  burthens  to  tlie  Church  of  God,'  Bat  if  I 
be  urged  unto  the  use  of  tJiem,  I  am  rather  resolved  never  to  yield  thereto.  They  are  to 
me  very  irksome  things ;  yet  seeiiig  1  was  not  able  to  prove  tiiem  flatly  unlawful,  or  eon- 
trary  fo  Gkid's  word,  1  therefore  thought  better  to  save  my  liberty  with  subscribing',  (seeing 
I  did  it  not  against  my  conscience,)  than  to  lose  it,  for  not  yielding  so  far.  Yet  this  was 
some  small  tmuble  to  me,  that  I  did  it,  wfaeu  I  was  in  no  special  peill  of  any  present  trouble; 
which  yet  I  thought  I  were  as  good  do  of  my  self,  as  when  T  should  be  urged  to  it.  But, 
it  may  be,  I  might  not  have  been  urged  of  along  time,  or  not  at  all;  but  might  have  escaped 
by  friends  and  money,  as  before;  .which  yet  I  feared;  but  it  was  my  wenknosa,  as  I  now  con- 
ceive it;  which  I  beseech  God  to  pardon  unto  me.  Written  1637.  This  I  smarted  for  1631. 
If  I  hivd  read  this,  it  may  be,  I  had  not  done  what  I  did." 

Reader,  in  this  one  passage  thou  hast  a  large  history  of  the  thoughts, 
and  fears,  and  cares,  with  which  the  Puritans  of  those  times  were  exercised. 

But  Mr.  Hooker,  now  lecturer  at  Chelmsford,  understanding  that  this 
young  preacher  was  the  son  of  a  father  whom  he  most  highly  respected, 
be  communicated  unto  bim  the  grounds  of  his  own  dissatisfaction  at  the 
ceremonies  then  imposed.  Quickly  after  this,  the  Doctor  of  Booking  being 
present  at  the  funeral  of  some  eminent  person  there,  he  observed  that  Mr. 
Rogers  forbore  to  put  on  the  sitrplice,  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry  on 
that  occasion;  which  inspired  him  with  as  much  disgust  against  his  curate, 
as  his  curate  had  against  the  surplice  it  self.  Whereupon,  though  the 
Doctor  were  so  much  a  gentleman  as  to  put  no  publick  affront  upon  Mr. 
Rogers,  yet  be  gave  him  bis  private  advice  to  provide  for  himself  in  some 
other  place. 

§  7.  See  the  providence  of  our  LordI  about  that  very  time,  Assington, 
in  Suffolk,  being  void  by  the  death  of  the  former  incumbent,  the  patron 


OH,    THE    HIS.TOEY    OF    NEW-EH  GLAND.  417 

thereof  was  willing  to  bestow  it  upon  the  son  of  his  honoured  friend  in 
Dedham;  whither  he  now  removed,  after  that  Booking  had  for  four  or 
five  years  enjoyed  his  labours.  The  inhabitants  of  Eromly,  near  Colches- 
ter, were  at  the  same  time  extreamly  discontented  at  their  missing  of  him. 
However,  see  again  the  providence  of  our  Lord  1  the  Bishop  of  Norwich 
let  him  live  quietly  five  years  at  Assington,  which  the  Bishop  of  London 
would  not  have  done  at  Eromly.  This  was  the  charge  now  betrusted  with 
our  Eogers;  concerning  whom,  I  find  an  eminent  person  publishing  unto 
the  world  this  account:  "Mr.  Natbanael  Rogers,  a  man  so  able  and  so  judi- 
cious in  soul-work,  that  I  would  have  betrusted  my  soul  with  him  as  soon 
as  with  any  man  in  the  Church  of  Christ." 

§  8.  Here  his  ministry  was  both  highly  respected  and  greatly  prospered, 
among  persons  of  all  qualities,  not  only  in  the  town  it  self,  but  in  the 
neighbourhood.  He  was  a  lively,  curious,  florid  preacher;  and  by  his 
koly  living,  he  so  ferther  preached,  as  to  give  much  life  unto  all  his  other 
preaching.  He  had  usually,  every  Lord's  day,  a  greater  number  of  hear- 
ers than  could  croud  into  the  church ;  and  of  these  many  ignorant  ones 
were  instructed,  many  ungodly  ones  were  converted,  and  many  sorrowful 
ones  were  comforted.  Though  he  had  not  his  father's  notable  voice,  yet 
he  had  several  ministerial  qualifications,  as  was  judged,  beyond  his  father ; 
and  he  was  "one  prepared  unto  every  good  work;"  though  he  was  also 
exercised  with  bodily  infirinities,  which  his  labours  brought  upon  him. 
'Tis  a  thing  I  find  observed  by  Mr.  Firmin,  "John  Eogers  was  not  John 
Cbrysostom;"  and  yet  Grod  honoured  no  man  in  those  parte  of.  England 
with  the  conversion  of  souls  more  than  him.  And  good  Bishop  Brown- 
rig  would  say,  "John  Eogers  will  do  more  good  with  his  wild  notes,  than 
we  shall  do  with  oursei  musick."  But  our  Nathanael  Eogers,  was  a  "fisher 
of  men,"  who  came  with  a  silken  line,  and  a  golden  hook,  and  God  prospered 
him  also.  He  was  an  Apollo,  who  had  his  harp  and  his  arrows;  and  the 
arrows  his  charming  and  piercing  eloquence,  which  had  i-l"^  ""'  Bafos*  in 
it,  were  "arrows  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man."  He  not  only  knew  how 
to  build  the  temple,  but  also  how  to  carve  it:  and  he  could  say,  with  Lac- 
tantiiis,  (his  very  name's-sake)  ydhm  miki  dari  Ehquentiam,  vel  quia  magis 
credunt  Homines  verilati  omatcB,  vel  ut  ipsi  suis  Armis  vincantur.\ 

§  9.  But  a  course  was  taken  to  extinguish  these  lights  as  fast  as  any 
notice  could  be  taken  of  them.  It  was  the  resolution  of  the  Hierarchy, 
that  the  ministers  who  would  not  conform  to  their  impositions,  must  be 
silenced  all  over  the  kingdom.  Our  Mr.  Eogers  perceiving  the  approaches 
of  the  storm  towards  himself,  did  out  of  a  particirlar  circumspection  in  his 
own  temper,  choose  rather  to  prevent  than  to  receive  the  censures  of  the 
ecclesiastical  courts ;  and  therefore  he  resigned  hia  place  to  the  patron,  that 

•  Loftineaa  and  neight, 

t  1  v\M  thul  I  •nei.-e  giftral  vrilh  eloqaenee,  "batb  liecau^  men  lend  readloi'  credence  lo  trclh  omumenlol, 
uidliecausa  (lie;  might  so  be  overcome  by  liieir  ono  weapoDS. 
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SO  some  godly  and  learned  conformist  might  be  invested  with  it:  never- 
theless, not  being  free  in  his  conscience  wholly  to  lay  down  the  exercise 
of  his  ministry,  he  designed  a  removal  into  New-England;  whereunto  he 
was  the  rather  moved  by  his  respect  unto  Mr,  Hooker,  for  whom  hia  value 
was  extraordinary.  Keader,  in  all  this  there  is  no  reproach  cast  upon  this 
excellent  Rogers.     Kariij-opia  coiaun)  ij-JtujAiov  eiTtiv,* 

§  10.  He  had  married  the  daughter  of  one  Mr.  Crane  of  Cogeshal,  a 
gentleman  of  a  very  considerable  estate,  who  would  gladly  have  maintained 
this  his  worthy  son-in-law,  with  his  family,  if  he  would  have  tarried  in 
England ;  but  observing  the  strong  inclination  of  his  mind  unto  a  New- 
English  voyage,  he  durst  not  oppose  it.  Now,  though  Mr,  Eogers  were 
a  person  very  unable  to  bear  the  hardships  of  travel,  yet  the  impression 
which  God  had  made  upon  his  heart,  like  what  he  then  made  upon  the 
hearts  of  many  hundreds  more,  perhaps  as  weakly  and  feeble  as  he,  carried 
him  through  the  enterprize  with  an  unwearied  resolution ;  which  resolution 
was  tried,  indeed,  unto  the  utmost.  For  whereas  the  voyage  from  Graves- 
end  unto  Boston  uses  t«  be  dispatched  in  about  nine  or  ten  weeks,  the 
ships  which  came  with  Mr,  Rogers  were  fully  twenty-four  weeks  in  the  voy- 
age; and  yet  in  this  tedious  passage  not  one  person  did  miscarry.  After 
they  had  come  two-thirds  of  their  way,  having  reached  the  length  of 
Newfounddand,  their  wants  were  so  multiplied,  and  their  winds  were  so 
contrary,  that  they  entred  into  a  serious  debate  about  returning  b;ick  to 
England:  but  upon  their  setting  apart  a  day  for  solemn  fasting  and  prayer, 
the  weather  cleared  up;  and  in  a  little  time  they  arrived  at  their  desired 
port;  namely,  about  the  middle  of  November,  in  the  year  16S6, 

§  11.  It  was  an  extream  discouragement  unto  him,  at  his  arrival,  to  find 
the  country  thrown  into  an  horrible  combustion,  by  the  Familistical  opin- 
ions, which  had  newly  made  such  a  disturbance,  as  to  engage  all  persons 
on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  controversies  all  the  country  over.  But  God 
i  the  prayers  and  pains  of  his  people,  for  the  speedy  stopping  of  that 
n;  and  settled  the  country  in  a  comfortable  peace,  by  a  Synod  con- 
vened at  Cambridge  the  next  year;  whereto  our  Mr.  Rogers,  and  Mr.  Par- 
tridge, who  came  in  the  same  ship  with  him,  contributed  not  a  little  by 
their  judicious  discourses  and  collations. 

§  12.  His  first  invitation  was  to  Dorchester;  but  the  number  of  good 
men  who  came  hither,  desirous  of  a  settlement  under  his  ministry,  could 
not  be  there  accommodated;  which  caused  him  to  accept  rather  of  an  invi- 
tation to  Ipswich,  where  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church,  on  February 
20,  1638.  At  his  ordination,  preaching  on  2  Cor.  ii.  16,  "  Who  is  aufiicient 
for  these  things:"  a  sermon  so  copious,  judicious,  accurate,  and  elegant, 
that  it  struck  the  hearers  with  admiration.  Here  was  a  renowned  church 
consisting  mostly  of  such  illuminated  Christians,  that  their  pastors  in  the 
exercise  of  their  ministry,  might  (as  Jerom  said  of  that  brave  woman  Mar- 
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cella)  Sentire  se  non  tarn  JMsdpuhs  Iiabere  gmj/m  Judices.*  His  colleague 
here,  was  the  celebrioua  Norton;  and  glorious  was  the  church  of  Ipswich 
now,  in  two  such  extraordinary  peraona,  with  their  different  gifts,  but 
united  hearts,  carrying  on  the  concerns  of  the  Lord's  kingdom  in  it. 
While  our  humble  Eogera  was  none  of  those  who  do,  Ta-s  ''wv  a^sXipuu  Xa/*- 
<fai"it'ra£,  ^hdtuv  anttupuffEis  vo[i.fi^EJv, — "Think  the  brightne33  of  their  brethren 
to  shadow  and  obscure  themselves."  But  if  Norton  were  excellent,  there 
are  persons  of  good  judgment,  who  think  themselves  bound  in  justice  to 
say,  that  Rogers  came  not  short  of  Norton,  in  his  greatest  excellencies. 

§  13.  While  he  lived  in  Ipawicli,  he  went  over  the  five  last  chapters 
of  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians  in  his  ministry;  the  twelfth  chapter  to  the 
Hebrews;  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Hosea;  the  doctrine  oi self-denial  and 
walking  with  God;  and  the  fifty -third  chapter  of  Isaiah ;  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  all  his  hearers,  with  many  other  subjects  more  occasionally 
handled.  It  was  counted  pity  that  the  public  should  not  enjoy  some  of 
his  discourses,  in  all  which  he  was,  ix  rwv  ijAivruv  dXKa  tuv  dxpiSavrm  .-i;  but 
his  physician  told  him,  that  if  he  went  upon  transcribing  any  of  his  com- 
posure, his  disposition  to  accuracy/  would  so  deeply  engage  him  in  it  as  to 
endanger  his  life:  wherefore  he  left  few  monuments  of  his  ministry  but 
ill  the  hearts  of  his  people,  which  were  many.  But  though  they  were  so 
many,  that  he  did  justly  reckon  that  well 'instructed  and  well-inclined 
people  his  crown,  yet  in  Jhe  paroxism  of  k^nptation  among  them,  upon  Mr, 
Norton's  removal,  the  melancholy  heart  of  Mr,  Rogers  thought  for  a  while 
they  were  too  much  a  croton  of  thorns  unto  him. 

§  14.  It  belongs  to  his  character  that  he  "feared  God  above  many," 
and  "walked  with  God,"  at  a  great  rate  of  holiness:  though  such  was  his 
reservednesSj  that  none  but  his  intimate  friends  knew  the  particularities'  of 
his  vjalk,  yet  such  as  were  indeed  intimate  with  him  could  observe  that 
he  was  much  in  fasting,  and  prayer,  and  meditation,  an^  those  duties 
wherein  the  power  of  godliness  is  most  maintained:  and  as  the  graces  of 
a  Christian,  so  the  gifts  of  a  minister,  in  him,  were  beyond  the  ordinary 
attainments  of  good  men.  Yea,  I  shall  do  a  wrong  unto  his  name,  if  I  do 
not  freely  say,  that  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  men,  that  ever  set  foot  on 
the  American  strand.  Indeed,  when  the  Apostle  Paul  makes  that  just 
boast,  "I  was  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefest  apostles:"  he  does  not 
speak  (as  we  commonly  take  it)  in  respect  of  such  as  were  true  apostles, 
but  in  reference  to  those  ^ise  apostles,  who  had  nothing  to  set  them  out 
but  their  own  lofty  words,  with  an  unjust  alight  of  Mm.  Whereas  our 
blessed  Rogers,  I  may,  without  injury  or  odium,  venture  to  compare  with 
the  very  best  of  the  true  ministers,  which  made  the  best  days  of  New-England, 
and  say,  "he  came  little,  if  at  all,  behind  the  very  chiefest  of  them  all." 

§  15.  He  was  much  troubled  with  spitting  of  blood;  wherein  he  would 
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comfort  himself  with  the  saying  of  one  Mr.  Price,  upon  such  an  occasion, 
"That  though  he  should  spit  out  his  own  blood,  by  which  bis  life  was  to 
be  maintained,  yet  he  should  never,  Hxpuere  Sangmnem  Ghrisii,*  or  lose 
the  benefits  of  Christ's  blood,  by  which  he  was  redeemed."  He  was  also 
subject  unto  the  Flatus  Hypocondriacus,\  even  from  his  youth;  wherewith 
when  he  was  first  surprized,  he  thought  himself  a  dying  man;  but  a  good 
physician  and  a  long  experience  convinced  him  that  it  was  a  more  cliron- 
tcal  distemper.  And  while  he  was  under  the  early  discouragements  of  this 
distemper,  I  find  the  famoua  Mr.  Cotton,  in  a  letter  dated  March  9,  1631, 
thus  encouraging  of  him; 

"Ibieaa  the  Loid  with  you,  who  supporteth  j  our  feeble  tody  to  do  him  service,  nnd  meiin 
while  perfecteth  the  foiver  of  his  grace  m  your  weakness  \oh  linow  who  snid  it,  'Urnnor- 
titied  strength  posteth  hard  to  hell,  hut  sanctified  wealinesa  cieepeth  fast  to  lienven.'  Let 
not  your  spirit  faint,  though  your  hody  do  liour  soul  is  precious  in  God's  sight;  your 
'hwra  ace  numbered,'  and  the  number  and  measure  of  j  our  f  iinting  fits,  and  wearisome 
nights,  are  weighed  and  limited  by  his  hand  who  hith  given  }ou  his  Lord  Jesus  Ciirist,  to 
'lalie  upon  him  your  infirmities,'  and  'bear  your  sieknesaes.' " 

Nor  was  it  this  distemper  which  at  last  ended  his  days ;  but  it  was  a 
flood  of  rlufum,  occasioned  partly  by  his  disuse  of  tobacco,  whereto  he 
had  formerly  accustomed  himself,  but  now  left  it  off,  because  he  found 
himself  in  danger  of  hemg -enslaved  unto  it;  which  he  thought  a  thing 
below  a  Christian,  and  much  more  a  minister.  He  had  often  been  seized 
with  fits  of  sickness  in  the  courseof  his  life:  and  his  last  seemed  no  more 
threatening  than  the  former,  till  the  last  morning  of  it.  An  epidemical 
sort  of  cough  had  arrested  most  of  the  families  in  the  country,  which 
proved  most  particularly  fatal  to  bodies,  before  labouring  with  rheum- 
atic indispositions.  This  he  felt;  but  in  the  whole  time  of  his  illness,  he 
was  full  of  heavenly  discourse  and  counsel,  to  those  that  came  to  visit  him. 
Ode  of  the  last  things  he  did,  was  to  bh^s  the  three  children  of  his  only 
daughter,  who  had  purchased  his  blessing  by  her  singular  dutifulness 
unto  him.  It  is  a  notable  passage  in  the  Talmuds,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Tsippor,  expressing  an  extreme  unwillingness  to  have  the  death  of  E. 
Judah  (whom  they  surnamed  The  Holy,)  reported  uuto  them,  he  that 
brought  the  report,  thus  expressed  himself,  "Holy  men  and  angels  took 
hold  pf  the  tables  of  .the  covenant,  and  the  hand  of  the  angels  prevailed, 
so  that  they  took  away  the  tables!"  And  the  people  then  perceived  the 
meaning  of  the  parabolizer  to  be,  that  !wly  meji  would  fain  have  detained 
E.  Judah  still  in  this  world ;  but  the  angels  took  him  away.  Reader,  I 
am  as  lothe  to  tell  the  death  of  Rogers  Hie  Holy;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich  were  as  lothe  to  hear  it:  but  I  must  say,  the  "hand  of  the  angels 
prevailed,"  on  July  3,  1655,  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  had  uttered  those 
for  his  last  words,  "  My  times  are  in  thy  hands." 

§  16.  He  was  known  to  keep  a  diary;  but  he  kept  it  with  so  much 

•  Spurn  ante  blood  of  ChiiaU  t  Falii""S  "':  hjpmlromlrlaofJ  pnfsion. 
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reservation,  tbat  it  is  not  known  that  ever  any  one  but  hiraaelf  did  read 
one  word  of  it:  and  lie  determined  that  none  ever  should;  for  he  ordered 
a  couple  of  his  intimate  friends  to  cast  it  all  into  the  fire,  without  ever 
looking  into  the  contents  of  it. 

Surely,  with  the  loss  of  so  incomparable  a  person,  the  survivors  must 
lament  the  loss  of  those  experiences,  which  might  in  these  ricJi  papers  have 
kept  him,  after  a  sort,  still  alive  unto  usi  but  as  tliey  would  have  proved 
him  an  incarnate  seraphim,  so  the  other  seraphim,  who  carried  him  away 
with  them,  were  no  strangers  to  the  methods,  by  which  he  had  ripened 
and  winged  himself  to  become  one  of  their  society. 

I  cannot  find  any  composures  of  this  worthy  man's  offered  by  the  press 
unto  the  world,  except  one,  and  that  is  only  a  letter  which  he  wrote  from 
New-England  unto  a  member  of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons,  at 
Westminster,  in  the  year  1643.  Wherein  observing,  That  Ecdedam  ad 
Mundi  Myrmam  Begnorum  et  sfatuum  compOTicre,  est  Tnei-e  Domum  Tapetibus 
accommodare  ;*  he  pathetically  urged,  that  the  Parliament  would  confess 
the  guilt  of  neglecting,  yea,  rejecting  motions  of  reformation  in  former 
Parliaments,  and  proceed  now  more  fully  to  answer  the  just  expectations 
of  Heaven.  But  I  have  in  my  hands  a  brief  manuscript,  written  in  a 
neat  Latin  style,  whereof  he  was  an  incomparable  master.  Tis  a  vindi- 
cation of  the  Congregational  church -government;  and  there  is  one  pass- 
age in  it,  by  transcribing  whereof,  I  will  take  the  leave  to  address  the 
present  age. 

"JVon  rard  Reformationem  impedit  Dijleullas  Refovmandi,  et  Ecdesias  verce 
DiscipUnm  Conformes  reddendi.  Jelioshapkal  excelsa  non  amovebat  quia  Populua 
non  Comparaverat  Animura  Deo.  Non  defuemni  (inquit  Bucerus,)  intra  Afts 
TrigirUa  Annas,  qtd  Videri  voluerint  Justam  BvangelU  Pradicalionem  plane 
amplecti,  atqite  Religionis  ChrUlt  rite  Constituenda  prceeipuam  Curam  susdpere, 
propter  quam  etiam  non  parum  periclilati  sunt.  Verum  perpauci  adhuc  reperti  sunt, 
qui  se  Chrisli  Evangelio  et  Segno  oainino  suhjeciasent.  MvXto  vera  minus  per- 
missum  fvit  ftdis,  probatisque  Ecclesiarum  Ministris,  nee  adeo  mvili  Minislro- 
rum  volidssent  id  sihi  cmcedi,  vi  qui  Frivatis  Admonilionihus  non  acquievissent, 
alque  a  manifestis  peeeatis  suis  recipere  se  noluiasent,  eos  una  cum  Ecclesite  Sent- 
orihus  ad  hoc  electis,  nomine  totius  Ecclealis,  ad  Pwnitentiam  Yocassent  el  Ligas. 
sent ;  eosque,  qui  et  hoc  Salutis  sum  respuissent,  cum  assensu  Ecclesiie  pro  Ethnids 
et  Fublicanis  hahendos  Publice  pronunciassent.  Cujus  Eationem  etiam  posuit 
Peter  Martyr :  '  Videntur  aliqui  suhvereri  Tumuhus,  et  Turbas,  quod  sum  Tran- 
quillitali  consulani,  sibique  Jingant  atque  somnient,  quandam  TranqtdlUtatem  in 
Ecclesia,  quam  impossihil.e  est  ut  hdbeant,  si  Gregem  Christi  rede  pasd  voluerint,' 
Hinc  Regula  Prudenti®  pro  Regula  PrEecepti  proponilur;  el  Qumritur  polius  quid 
jUri  convenienter  possit,  quam  quid  debeat.  FallU  luec  Regula  ;  cum  muUa  Deus 
effidat  per  Zelotas  {quos  voeant^  qute  Polilicis  ImpossiUlia  Visa  fuerint;  Puta 
Hezekiam,  Josiam,  et  Edvardum  Sextum,  Anglise  Regem.  Cum  videos  unvm 
Ezram,  Cinere  et  Ciltdo,Jlelu  et  Jejunio,  tarn  Spissum  et  Arduum  Opus  superasse, 
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quo  Carissimas  Conjuges,  et  Uberos  destderatissi'moa,  e  Maritorum  Gremio,  et  Paler- 
nis  Genibus,  revuhil  et  ahlegavil;  eoruuique  non  tanlum  injinus  Plebis ;  niiHin 
Manus  ipsorum  Priticipum  et  Antiatitum  prima  fuit  in  Prievaricatione  ista ;  Quis 
iiiquam,  fdelis  Minister  adeo  oktyn'tiaTris  est,  ttt  in  repVTganda  Ecclesia,  nihil  non 
auieat,  cum  Bono  Deo?  Magna  quidem  est  Verltatls  et  Sanctitalis  Vis  et  Majc.i- 
las :  Fidelis  el  Efficax  est  Assistentia  Spirilus  iis,  qui  Zelo  accensi  Ghrice  Dei 
sedulo  iTXumbunt.  Tempori  quidem  aliquando  est  cedendum;  sed  Operi  Dei  non 
est  supersedendum,"* 

God  will  one  day  cause  these  words  to  be  translated  into  Englisli  1 

In  the  mean  time,  go  thy  way,  Nathan ael,  until  the  end ;  for  thou 

ahalt  Test— and  ou  thy  resting  place  I  will  inaeribe  the  words  of  Luther 

upon  his  Nesenus,  for  thy 


And  for  the  same  use  borrow  the  words,  in  the  epitaph,  of  Brentius, 
the  younger. 
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APPEND  IX. 
Thk  iEvaluabie  diary  of  Mr,  Nathanael  Sogers  is  lost;  something  of 
his  father's  is  not  so:  we  will  do  something  towards  repairing  our  loss  out 
of  that;  some  secret  papers  of  old  Mr.  John  Rogers  are  fallen  into  my 
hands:  I  will  make  them  as  j>yMicIc  as  I  can;  and  I  will  annex  them  to 
the  life  of  his  excellent  son,  because  that  son  of  his  did  live  over  the  life 
of  his  renowned  fether.  Thus,  father  and  son  shall  live  here  together; 
and  by  offering  the  reader  an  extract  of  some  observable  "memorials  for 
a  godly  life,"  contained  in  reserved  experiences  of  Mr.  John  Rogers  of 
Dedham,  I  shall  also  describe  the  very  spirit  of  the  old  Puritans,  in  the 
former  age,  by  the  view  whereof  I  hope  there  will  more  be  made  in  that 
age  which  is  to  come.  Sirs,  read  these  holy  memorials,  and  let  it  not  be 
said  of  us,  according  to  the  complaint  whieh  the.Talmuds  thus  utter :  Si 
prisci  fuerunt  Mlii  Itegum,  nos  Bumus  Filii  Hominum  Vulgarium;  ct  ai 
prisd  fuerunt  Homines  YvJgares,  nos  sumus  velui  Asini.*  Let  it  not  be  said, 
as  it  uses  to  be  by  the  Jewish  Eabbi's,  EkganMor  est  Sei-mo  familiaria 
Patrum,  quam  Lex  Mliorum.-f 

SIXTY    MEMORIALS    FOR    i    QODIY    LIFE, 
A    COVENANT. 

I.  I  HiVE  firmly  purposed,  (by  God's  grace,)  lo  make  ray  ahole  life,  a  raeditntion  of  a  beitir 
life,  and  godlineaa  in  every  part;  ihal  I  may  from  point  lo  point,  and  from  step  to  step,  with  more 
watchfulness,  walk  with  the  Lord.— Oh,  the  infinite  gain  of  ii!  No  Bmall  help  hereto  h  daUy 
meditation  and  often  conferenct.  Theiefoie,  nince  the  Lord  hath  given  nie  to  see  in  some  aort  the 
coldness  of  the  half-service  that  ia  done  to  his  majeaiy,  by  the  must,  and  even  by  my  self,  I  renew 
n^  covenant  more  firmly  with  the  Lord,  to  come  nearer  unto  the  practice  of  godliness,  and  ofteiier 
to  have  my  conversation  in  heaven,  my  mind  scldomer  and  more  lightly  set  upon  the  things  of  thb 
life,  to  give  lo  my  self  less  liberty  in  the  secretefil  and  smallest  provocations  to  evil,  and  to  endeav- 
our after  a  more  continual  aalch  from  thing  to  thing,  that  as  much  as  may  be  I  may  walk  with 
the  Lord  for  the  time  of  my  abiding  here  below. 

A   FOSM    OF   DIRECTION. 

II.  This  resolutely  determine.  That  God  he  always  my  glory  through  the  day;  and,  as  occasion 
ehall  be  offered,  help  forward  such  as  shall  repair  lo  me,  or  among  whom,  by  God's  prrjvidence,  I 
shall  come:  and  these  two  being  regarded,  ihat  I  may  lend  mjf  oiun  good,  going  forward,  (my  own 
hearl,  I  mean,  calling  and  life,  and  my  family  and  charge)  looking  for  my  eliangs,  and  preparing 
for  the  cross— yea,  for  death  it  self:  and  lo  like  lillU  of  mine  estate,  when  1  shall  not  sensibly 
find  it  thus  with  me;  and  whiles  God  affordeth  me  peace,  healih,  liberty,  an  heart  delighiing  in 
him,  outward  blessings  with  the  same,  to  beware  that  godliness  seem  not  pleasant  tome,  for  earthly 
commodity,  but  for  it  self:  if  in  this  eourse,  or  any  part  of  it,  I  should  halt,  or  mislike,  not  to  admit 
of  Dny  such  dtetit ;  and  for  the  maintenance  of  lliia  course,  to  take  my  part  in  all  the  goad  htlps, 
appointed  by  God  for  the  same;  as  these:  first,  to  iegin  the  day  with  meditation,  thanksgiving,  con  fas- 
sion  and  prayer:  to  put  on  my  armour:  to  watch  and  pray  ofl  and  earnestly  in  Ihe  day  for  holding 
&6t  this  course:  lo  hearten  on  my  self  hereto  by  mine  own  experience  (who  have  ever  seen,  thai  it 
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goeth  weU  wilh  thoae  which  "  walk  after  this  rule,"  1  Pet.  ili.  13  ;  Gal.  vi.  16,)  and  by  the  exam- 
ple of  others  (Heb.  liii.  7).  And  for  the  belter  helping  my  self  forward,  still  in  this  course,  my 
purpose  and  desire  ia,  to  learn  humility  unit  meekness  more  and  more,  by  God's  chnstisemenls,  and 
encourage  my  self  to  this  course  of  life,  by  his  daily  blessings  and  mercies;  and  to  make  the  same 
use  of  all  ejercises  in  my  fKiiiily.  And  faithfully  to  peruse  and  examine  the  several  parts  of  my 
Ufe  every  evening,  how  this  course  hath  been  kept  of  me,  where  il  hath  to  keep  it  still,  where  it 
hath  not,  to  seek  pardon  and  recovery ;  and  all  behaviour  that  will  not  eland  wilh  this,  to  hold  me 
from  it,  as  from  bane, 

A    FORM    FOK    A    MIKISTBR's    LIFE, 

III.  In  solitaritiest,  to  be  least  solitary;  la  company,  taking  or  doing  of  good;  to  wife,  to  family, 
to  neighbours,  to  fellow-ministera,  to  all  with  whom  I  deal,  iind;  amiable,  yet  modesli  low  m  mine 
own  eyes;  oft  wilh  the  sick  and  afflicted;  attending  to  reading;  painliil  for  my  sermons;  not 
easily  provoked  unto  anger;  not  carried  away  with  conceits  hastily;  not  wandring  in  fond  dreams, 
shout  ease  and  deceivable  pleasures;  not  snared  in  the  world,  nor  making  lawful  liberties  my  delight ; 
helpffll  to  all  that  need  my  help,  readily,  and  all  those  that  I  ought  to  regard;  and  ail  this,  with 
continuance,  even  all  my  days. 

IV.  Chief  corruptions  to  be  watched  against,  be,  sourness,  sadness,  timorousness,  fotgetfulnass, 
ftetting,  and  inabiUiy  to  bear  wrongs. 

V.  I  am  very  backward  to  private  visilivg  of  neighbours'  houses,  which  doth  much  hurt ;  for 
thereby  their  love  to  me  cannot  be  so  great  as  it  would  be  ;  and  I  know  not  their  particular  wants 
and  states  bo  well,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  so  fitly  to  them  as  1  might. 

VI.  A  minister  had  need  look,  that  he  profit  by  all  his  preaching  himself,  because  he  knows  not 
what  others  do :  many,  he  knows,  get  no  good  ;  of  many  mole  he  is  uncertain :  so  that  if  he  get 
HO  good  himself,  his  labour  and  travail  shall  be  in  vain. 

VII.  Begin  the  day  with  half  an  hour's  meditation  and  prayer.  And  let  me  resolutely  set  my 
self  to  walk  with  God  through  the  day:  if  any  thing  fall  out  amiss,  recover  again  spiiedily,  by 
humble  confession,  hearty  prayer  for  pardon,  with  cofidence  of  obtaining.     And  so  proceed. 

.     VIII.  Oh!  mildness,  and  cheerfulness,  with  reverence,  how  sweet  u  companion  art  thou ! 

IX.  Few  rare  and  worthy  men  continue  so  lo  their  end;  but,  oneway  or  other,  fall  into  coldness, 
gross  sin,  or  to  [he  world:  therefore  beware! 

X.  Count  not  the  daily  direction  nor  Christian  life  to  be  bondage;  but  count  it  the  sweetest 
liherty,  and  the  only  way  of  true  feace.     Whensoever   this  is  counted  hard,  that  state  that  is 

.embraced  instead  thereof,  shall  be  harder. 

XI.  Worldly  dealings  are  great  lets  to  fruitfulness  in  study  and  cheeriul  proceeding  in  our 

XII.  One  can  never  go  about  study,  or  preaching,  if  any  thing  Ue  heavy  on  ihe  conscience, 

XIII.  The  worst  day  wherein  a  man  keeps  his  watch,  and  holds  to  the  daily  rules  of  directions,  is 
freer  from  danger,  and  brings  more  safely  than  the  best  day,  wherein  this  is  not  known  or  practised. 

XIV.  I  am  oft,  i  confess,  ashamed  of  my  self,  when  I  have  been  in  company,  and  seen  gifts  of 
knoviledge  in  tnany  careless,  unconscionable,  and  odd  ministers ;  which  (with  better  reasons)  hath 
stirred  up  a  desire  oft-times  in  me  that  I  could  follow  my  studies.  Yet  I  would  never  have  been 
milling  to  have  changed  wilh  them ;  for  what  is  all  knowledge,  without  a  sanctified  and  comfort- 
able use  of  it,  through  love  ;  and  without  fruit  of  our  labour,  in  doing  good,and  winning  and  build- 
ing up  of  souls,  or  at  least  a  great  endeavour  after  it. 

XV.  Many  ministtrs  set  their  minds  much  upon  this  world,  either  profit  or  preferment,  for 
which  they  venture  dangerously,  and  some  of  them  are  "soon  snatched  away."  Therefore,  God 
keep  me  ever  from  setting  my  foot  on  such  a  path  as  hath  no  continuance,  and  is  not  without  much 
danger  in  the  end. 

XVI.  Itia  good  for  a  man  to  delight  in  that  wherein  he  maybe  bold  to  delight  without  repentance; 
and  that  is,  to  be  always  doing  or  seeking  occasion  to  do  some  good.     The  Lord  help  me  herein ! 

XVII.  When  God  hedgcth  in  a  man  with  many  mercies,  and  gives  him  a  comfortable  condition, 
it  is  good  to  acknowledge  it  often,  and  be  highly  thankful  for  it.  Else  Gnd  may  soon  bring  a  man 
so  low,  as  he  would  think  that  state  happy  that  he  was  in  before,  if  now  he  hod  it  again.  There- 
fore, God  make  me  wise  1 
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XVIII.  Right  goad  men  have  complained  that  they  are  oft-limea  in  very  bad  case,  iheir  hearu 
(lUordered  and  distempered  very  sore,  for  want  of  taking  U>  themselves  a  certain  direction  for  ihe 
goseinmeiit  of  iheir  lives. 

XIX.  Idle  and .  unprolilable  talk  of  hy-maiters  is  a  canker  that  coneumeth  all  good,  and  yet  our 
heart  much  luslelh  after  it :  therefore,  resolve  firmly  against  it. 

XX.  A  necCBBttry  and  most  comely  thing  it  is  for  a  minister  lo  carry  himself  Eo  wisely  and  ami- 
ably onto  all,  as  he  may  do  good  unto  all  eons;  to  bring  back  them  thai  be  fallen  off,  in  meekness  and 
kindness,  lo  pass  by  an  oifence  in  those  ihat  have  wronged  them,  which  is  an  high  point  of  honour, 
and  not  to  keep  from  them,  and  estrange  himself  from  their  acquaintance,  and  bo  suffer  them  to  fell 
further,  lo  be  lowly  towards  the  meaner  sort  of  Christians ;  to  keep  the  credit  of  his  ministry  with  all. 
— 1  am  perswaded,  if  my  Ughi  did  shine  more  clearly,  and  mine  example  were  eeen  more  mani- 
festly, in  these  and  such  things,  (which  are  of  no  small  force  to  perswade  the  people,)  that  both 
my  rainialry  would  be  of  more  power,  and  that  I  should  draw  them  also  to  be  better. 

XXI.  Look  that  I  lie  not  down  in  bed  hut  in  peace  with  God  any  night,  and  never  my  heart 
rest  until  it  relent  truly  for  any  thing  that  hath  passed  amiss  in  the  day. 

XXII.  It  is  good  for  a  minister  not  to  deal  much  with  his  people  about  icorldly  matters,  yet  not 
to  be  strange  to  them;  nor  to  be  a  stumbling-block  unto  the  people,  by  worldliness  or  any  other 
&ult,  else  he  deprives  himself  of  all  liberty  and  advantage  of  dealing  with  them  for  their  errors. 

XXIII.  Buffeiingt  of  Satim,  though  they  be  grievous,  yet  they  are  a  very  good  medicine  against 
pride  and  security, 

XXIV.  Christ's  death,  and  Goif  g  snercg,  is  not  sweet,  but  where  sin  is  sour. 

XXV.  It  is  an  hard  thing  for  a  man  to  keep  the  "rulesof  daily  direction,"  at  limes  of  sickness 
or  pain.  Let  a  man  labour  to  keep  out  evil,  when  he  wants  fitnesa,  strength,  and  ocGUsion,  to  do 
good,  and  that  is  a  good  portion  for  a  siel!  body.  Also  in  sickness  that  is  sore  and  sharp,  if  a  man 
can  help  himself  wiih  short  and  ofl  prayers  to  God,  for  patience,  contentment,  meekness,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  holy  hand,  it  is  well,  though  he  can't  bend  the  mind  much  or  earnestly  upon  any  thing. 

XXVI.  Innocence  is  a  very  good  fence  and  fort  against  impatience  in  false  accusations  or  great 
affliclioDs,  Let  them  ihat  be  guilty  fiet  and  vei  themselves,  and  shew  bitterness  of  stomach  against 
such  as  apeak  il!  of  them;  but  they  ibut  look  carefully  to  their  hearls  and  ways,  (without  looking 
at  men's  eye,)  let  them  be  atill,  and  of  a  "  meek  and  quiet  spirit," 

XXVII.  Besides  the  use  of  the  "  daily  direction,"  and  following  strictly  the  rules  thereof,  yet 
there  must  be  now  and  thou  the  use  of  fiisting,  to  purge  out  weariness  and  commonness  in  the 

XXVlir.  'Tis  a  rare  thing  for  any  man  so  to  use  prosperity,  as  that  his  heart  be  drawn  the  nearer 
to  God.     Therefore,  we  had  need  in  that  estate  to  watch  diligently,  and  labour  lo  walk  humbly. 

XXIX.  Oh,  froiBordnets .'  how  unseemly  and  hurtful  a  thing  to  a  man's  self  and  others!  Ami- 
able cheerfulness,  with  watchfulness  and  sobriety,  is  the  best  estate,  and  meetest  to  do  good,  espe- 
cially to  others, 

XXX.  Follow  my  calling:  lose  no  time  al 
going  homeward:  let  my  life  never  be  pie 
employed  in  doing  good,  one  way  or  other. 

XXXI.  It  is  a  great  mercy  of  God  10  a  lainister,  and  a  thing  much  lo  be  desired,  that  he  be  well 
moved  with  the  matter  that  he  preaches  to  the  people ;  either  in  his  private  meditation,  or  in  his 
publiek  delivery, or  both:  better  hope  there  is  then  that  the  people  will  be  moved  therewith:  which 
we  should  ever  aim  al, 

XXXII.  If  the  heitrt  be  heavy  at  any  time,  and  wounded  for  any  thing,  shame  our  selves,  and 
be  humbled  for  our  sin,  before  we  attempt  any  good  exercise  or  duty, 

XXXIII.  It's  a  very  good  help,  and  most  what  a  present  remedy,  when  one  feels  himself  dull, 
and  in  an  ill  condition,  straightway  to  confess  it  to  God,  accuse  himself,  ami  pray  for  quickning. 
God  sends  redress. 

XXXIV.  There  is  as  much  need  to  pray  lo  be  kept  in  eld  age,  and  unto  the  end,  as  at  any  time. 
And  yet  a  body  would  think  that  he  that  hath  escaped  the  danger  of  his  younger,  should  have 
no  great  fear  in  his  latter  days,  but  that  his  experience  might  prepare  him  against  any  tlung.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  so :  for  many  that  have  done  well,  and  very  commendably  for  a  while,  have  shrewdly 
fallen  lo  great  hurt.     This  may  moderate  our  grief,  when  young  men  of  great  hopes  he  taken  away. 
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— Oh!  huw  much  rather  had  I  die  in  peace  quickly,  thau  live  to  disgrace  the  gospel,  and  he  a 
stumbling-block  to  any,  and  live  with  reproach! 

XXXV.  What  a  sweet  life  is  it  when  emry  part  of  the  day  hath  some  work  or  other  allotifrd 
unto  it,  and  this  done  conslantly,  but  without  commonneBs,  or  customarineEsof  Epirit  in  the  doing  it! 

XXXVI.  When  a  man  ia  in  a  drowaie,  unprofitable  course,  and  is  not  humbled  for  it,  God  ofl 
lets  him  fall  into  some  sensiUe  tin,  to  shame  him  with,  to  humble  his  heart,  and  drive  him  more 
thoroughly  to  God,  to  bewail  and  repent  of  both, 

XXXVII.  A  true  godly  man,  hath  never  his  life  joyful  unto  him.  any  longer  than  his  conTersation 
is  holy  and  heavenly.     Oh!  let  it  he  so  with  me! 

XXXVm.  It  ia  some  comfort  for  a  man  whose  icart  is  out  of  order,  if  he  aceth  it,  and  that 
with  hearty  mistake,  and  cannot  be  content  until  it  he  bettered. 

XXXIX.  I  have  seen  of  others,  (which  I  desire  to  die  rather  than  it  should  be  verified  of  me  1) 
that  many  ministers  did  never  seem  grossly  to  depart  from  God,  until  they  grew  wealthy  and  great. 

XL,  How  much  better  ia  it  to  resist  sin,  when  we  be  templed  thereunto,  than  to  repent  of  it  after 
we  have  committed  it! 

XLI.  Whatsoever  a  jatlified  man  doth  by  direction  of  God's  aord,  and  for  which  he  hath  either 
piecept  or  promise,  he  pleases  God  in  it,  and  may  be  comfortable  in  whatsoever  falls  out  thereupon. 

XLII.  Let  no  man  boast  of  the  grace  he  hath  bad  ;  for  we  stand  not  now  by  that,  but  it  must  be 
daily  nourished;  or  else  a  man  shall  become  as  other  men,  and  fell  into  noisome  evils;  for  what 
are  we  but  a  lump  of  sin  of  out  selves! 

XLIII.  If  God  in  mercy  arm  us  not,  and  keep  us  not  in  compass,  Lord,  what  stuff  will  break 
from  us!  for  what  a  deal  of  poison  ia  in  our  hearts,  if  it  may  have  issue!  and  therefore  what  need 
of  watchfulness  continually! 

XLIV.  The  loorsf  day  (commonly)  of  him  that  knoweth,  and  endcavoureth  to  walk  by  the 
"  daily  direction"  ia  freer  from  danger,  and  passed  in  greater  safety,  than  the  best  day  of  a  godly 
man,  that  knows  not  this  "  direction." 

XLV.  Many  shew  themselves /orutorrf  Christians  in  company  abroad,  that  yet  where  they  should 
shew  moat  fruits  (as  at  home)  are  too  secure ;  either  thinking  they  are  not  marked,  or,  if  they  be, 
Jo  not  much  regard  it.     This  ought  not  to  be. 

XL VI.  Be  careful  to  mark  what  falls  out  in  the  day,  in  heart,  or  life ;  and  he  sure  to  look  over 
all  at  night,  that  hath  been  amiss  in  the  day ;  that  so  I  may  lie  down  in  peace  with  God  and  con- 
science. Tbe' contrary  were  a  wbful  thing,  and  would  cause  hellish  uuquietness.  Be  sure  therefore 
Uiat  none  of  the  malicious  subtleties  of  the  devil,  nor  the  naughtiness  of  my  own  heart,  do  carrf 
me  fiirther  than  at  night  I  may  sleep  with  quiet  to  God -ward. 

XLVII.  When  God  saith,  (Deul.  xii.  1,j  "  That  his  may  rejoice  before  him,  in  all  that  they  put 
theu  hands  unto,"  it's  a  great  lilerty,  and  enjoyed  of  but  few.  No  doubt  many  of  our  sorrows 
come  through  our  own  default,  which  we  might  avoid.  And  as  for  godly  sorrow,  it  may  stand  with 
this  rejoicing.  If  therefore  we  may  iaall  things  rejoice,  then  from  one  thing  to  another,  from  our 
walking  to  our  sleeping:  first,  in  our  first  thoughts  of  God  in  the  morning;  then  in  our  prayer; 
after,  in  our  calling,  and  while  we  are  at  it ;  then  at  our  meat,  and  in  company,  and  alone,  at  home 
and  abroad,  in  prosperity  and  adveraty,  In  meditation,  in  dealings  and  affairs:  and  lastly,  in  shut- 
ting up  the  day  in  examination,  and  viewing  it  over.  And  what  hinders)  if  we  be  willing  and 
resolved  to  do  the  will  of  God,  throughout  the  day,  but  that  we  may  "  rejoice  before  him  in  all  we 
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XL VIII,  He  that  makes  conscience  of  his  ways,  and  to  please  God  his  only  v>ay,  is  to  take  him 
to  a  "daily  direction,"  and  some  set  rules,  thereby  looking  constantly  to  his  heart  all  the  day:  and 
thus,  for  the  most  part,  he  may  live  comfortably:  either  not  falling  into  any  thing  that  should  much 
disquiet  him,  or  soon  returning  by  repentance  to  peace  again.  But  if  a  man  lie  not  himself  thus  to 
rules,  his  heart  will  break  from  him,  and  be  disguised  one  way  or  another,  which  will  breed  continual 
wound  unto  his  conscience,  and  so  he  shall  never  live  any  lime  together  in  peace.  The  cause  why 
many  Christiana  also  give  themselves  great  liberty,  in  not  accusing  themselves  for  many  offences, 
is  the  want  of  some  certain  direction  to  follow  in  the  day. 

XLIX.  When  we  feel  unfitness  to  our  ordinary  duties,  we  either  begin  to  be  discouraged,  or  else 
yield  to  corraplion,  and  neglect  our  duties ;  neither  of  both  which  should  be,  but  without  disaour- 
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ngement  we  should  teaial  our  untowardness,  and  shake  it  off,  and  flee  lo  God  by  proyer,  even  force 
our  selves  to  pray  for  grnce  and  lilnesa  to  pray ;  and  being  earnest,  and  proying  in  fiiitli,  we  may 
be  aasured  that  we  shall  obtain  life  and  grace. 

L.  When  ihe  mitid  is  distracted  any  way,  unaeltled,  Udquiet,  or  out  of  order,  then  get  alone,  and 
muse,  and  see  what  hath  brought  us  to  this  pass ;  consider  how  irlisome  a  state  this  is,  and  uiiprofil- 
nble  ;  pray  to  God,  and  work  with  thy  own  heart,  until  It  be  brought  in  frame.  An  hour  or  two 
alone,  shall  do  a  man  more  good  than  any  other  courses  or  duties. 

LI.  Aim  (if  it  be  possible)  to  spend  one  nfiemoon  in  a  week  in  visiting  the  neighbour's  houses ; 
great  use  there  is  of  it:  their  love  to  me  will  be  much  increased;  much  occasion  will  he  ininisiered 
unio  me  for  direction  to  speak  the  more  filly  in  my  ministry.  I  am  exeeedingly  grieved  that  I  am 
GO  distracted  with  joumeyings  about,  that  I  cannot  bring  this  to  pass. 

Lll,  I  never  go  abroad,  (eneepl  I  season  my  mind  with  good  meditationa  by  the  way,  or  read, 
or  confer)  but  besides  the  loss  of  my  time,  neglecting  my  ordinary  taak  at  home,  at  my  study,  I 
come  home  weary  in  body,  unsettled  in  mind,  untoward  in  aludy,  So  that  I  have  small  caoae  to 
rejoice  in  my  goings  forth,  and  I  desire  God  to  free  me  more  and  more  from  them :  so  may  1  also 
attend  my  own  neighbours  more  diligently,  which  is  my  great  desire;  and  the  contrary  hath  been 

Lin.  I  have  ever  observed  that  my  journey! ngs  and  distractions  of  divers  kinds,  in  these  my 
later  limes,  and  by  too  often  preaching  in  my  younger  years,  I  have  been  held  from  using  means 
to  get  knowledge,  and  grow  therein :  which  I  counted  ever  the  just  punishment  of  God  upon  me, 
for  the  neglect  of  my  young  lime,  when  I  should  and  might  have  furnished  my  self. 

LIV.  When  I  am  in  the  best  eslate  my  self,  I  preach  most  zealously  and  profitably  for  the  people. 

LV.  It  breeds  an  incredible  comfort  and  joy  when  one  hath  got  power  over  some  such  corruption, 
as  in  former  times  hath  used  to  get  ihe  mastery  over  him.  This  is  a  good  provocation  to  strive 
hard  «.  to  do,  and  a  cause  of  great  thankfulness  when  it  so  comes  to  pass. 

LVI.  If  we  be  at  any  time  much  dejected  for  sin,  or  olherwiae  dia^iiieled  in  our  minds,  the  best 
way  that  can  be,  is  to  settle  and  quiet  them  by  private  meditation  and  prayer.     Probatuni  eat. 

LVII.  The  ftuiniie  man  is  the  atrangest  man  in  the  world,  and  surest  lo  aland,  for  he  goes  out 
of  himself  for  help.  The  pnmd  man  is  the  weakest  man,  and  surest  to  foil ;  for  he  trusts  to  his 
own  strength. 

LVIII.  It  is  good  in  all  the  changes  of  our  life,  whatsoever  they  be,  to  hold  our  own,  and  be  not 
changed  therewith  from  cur  goodness;  as  Abraham,  wheresoever  he  came  (afier  his  calling)  still 
built  his  altar  lo  the  true  God,  and  ■'  colled  upon  his  name :"  he  changed  his  place,  but  never 
chnnged  his  God. 

LIX.  Our  whole  life  under  the  gospel  should  be  nothing  but  thankfulness  and  fruitfulness.  And 
if  we  muat  judge  ourselves  for  our  inward  luslre  and  corruptions  of  pride,  dulness  in  good  duiies, 
earthliness,  impatience.  If  we  make  not  conaoieoce  of,  and  be  not  humbled  for  these,  God  will 
and  doth  oft  give  us  up  lo  open  sins,  that  slain  and  blemish  our  profession. 

LX.  The  more  we  judge  our  selves  daily,  the  leas  we  shall  have  to  do  on  our  sick-beds,  and 
when  we  come  lo  die.  Oh,  iJiat  is  an  unfit  time  for  this!  we  should  have  nothing  to  do  then,  hut 
bear  our  pain  wisely,  and  be  ready  lo  die.     Therefore,  let  us  be  exact  in  our  accounts  every  day! 

Header,  having  thus  entertained  thee  with  the  memorials  of  the  famous 
Mr,  John  Rogers,  I  will  conclude  them  with  transcribing  a  remark,  which 
I  find  in  a  hook  published  by  Mr.  Giles  Eirmin,  1681c 

"Some  c£cel)ent  men  at  home  conformed,  but  groaned  under  the  burden;  as,  I  remember, 
Mr,  John  Rogers  of  Dedham,  an  eminent  saint;  though  he  did  confomt,  I  never  saw  him 
wear  a  surpiice,  nor  heard  him  use  but  a  few  prayers;  and  those,  I  Wunk,  he  said  niemoriter, 
he  did  not  read  them ;  but  this  he  would  in  his  prenching,  draw  his  finger  about  his  throat, 
and  say.'Lettheni  take  rne  and  hang  me  up,  so  they  will  but  remove  these  stambling-bloeks 
out  of  the  church.'  But  how  many  thousands  of  choice  Christians  plucked  up  their  stakes 
here,  forsook  their  dear  friends  and  native  country,  shut  up  themselves  in  sliips,  (to  whom 
a  prison  for  the  time  had  been  more  eligible,)  went  remote  into  an  howling  wilderness,  there 
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underwent  great  hardships,  water  was  tlieir  common  drinl;,  and  gliid  if  they  might  have  had 
but  that  whioli  they  had  given  at  their  doors  here  (many  of  them);  and  all  this  suffering 
was  to  avoid  your  impositions,  and  that  they  might  dwell  in  the  House  of  God,  and  enjoy 
all  things  therein,  aceording  to  his  own  appointment." 


CEAPTEH  17, 

BIBLIAKDER  N  0  V-AN  G  1 1  C  U  S:*  THE  LIFE  OP 

SEWHAS. 


§  1.  None  of  the  least  services  which  the  pens  of  iogenious  and  indLis- 
trious  men  have  done  for  the  Church  of  God,  hath  been  in  the  writing 
of  ConcOEDANCES  for  that  miraculous  Book,  where,  Quicquid  docetur  est 
Veritas;  Quicquid  pnecipitur,  Bonitas;  Qidcquid  pi-omiititur,  Fwliciicus.l^ 
The  use  of  such  concordances  is  well  understood  by  all  that  "search  the 
Scriptures,"  and  "think  thereby  to  have  eternal  life:"  but  most  of  all  by 
those  Bezaleeh,  whose  business  'tis  (as  one  speaks)  "to  cut  and  set  in  gold 
the  diamonds  of  the  divine  word." 

And  therefore  there  have  been  many  concordances  of  the  Bible  since 
that  Origcn  first  led  the  way  for  such  composures,  and  divers  languages; 
whereof,  it  may  be,  the  Maxima:  el  ahsolutissimm  Ooncordantits,^  most  com- 
pleat,  have  Ijeen  those  that  were  composed  by  the  two  Stephens,  Eobert 
the  father,'and  Henry  the  son;  these,  as  their  name  signifies  a  crown,  so 
in  this  work  of  theirs,  like  Demosthenes  in  his  oration,  De  Oorona,\\  have 
carried  away  the  garland  from  all  that  went  before  them. 

Now,  in  the  catalogue  of  concordances,  even  from  that  of  E.  Isaac 
Nathans,  in  Hebrew,  to  all  that  have  in  many  other  derived  languajas 
imitated  it,  there  is  none  to  be  compared  unto  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  New- 
man, in  English.  Indeed,  first  Marbeck  in  a  concordance  which  pointed 
unto  diopters,  but  not  unto  verses;  then  Cotton,  who,  though  no  clergy- 
man himself,  yet  by  his  more,  but  not  quite  perfect  concordance  and  his 
diligence,  obliged  all  clergy-men;  and  afterwards  Bernard,  who  yet  (no 
more  than  his  name's  sake)  "saw  not  all  things;"  and  then  Downham, 
Wickens,  Bennot,  and  how  many  more  ?  have  "  done  vertuously ;"  but  thou, 
Newman,  "has  excelled  them  all!"  It  hath  been  a  just  remark,  sometimes, 
made  by  them,  who  are  so  wise  as  to  observe  these  things,  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  in  his  holy  providence,  hath  chose  especially  to  make  the 
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wames' of  those  persons  hoiwurable,  who  have  lahoured  in  their  worlcs,  espe- 
cially to  put  honou/r  upon  the  sacred  Scriptures.  And  in  conformity  to 
that  observation,  there  are  dues  to  he  now  paid  unto  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Newman,  who  (that  the  Scriptures  might  be  preserved  for  the 
memory,  as  well  as  the  understanding  of  the  Christian  worid,)  iirst  com- 
piled in  England  a  more  elaborate  concordance  of  the  Bible  than  had  ever 
yet  been  seen  in  Europe;  and  after  he  came  to  New-England,  made  that 
concordance  yet  more  elaborate,  by  the  addition  of  not  only  many  texts 
that  were  not  in.  the  former,  but  also  the  marginal  readings  of  all  the  texts 
that  had  them,  and  by  several  other  contrivances  so  made  the  whole  more 
expedite  for  the  use  of  them  that  consulted  it. 

§  2,  The  life  of  Mr.  Samuel  Newman  commenced  with  the  century  now- 
running,  at  Banbury,  where  he  was  born  of  a  family  more  eminent  and 
more  ancient  for  the  profession  of  the  true  Protestant  religion  than  most 
in  the  realm  of  England,  After  his  parents,  who  had  more  piety  and 
honesty  than  worldly  greatness  to  signalize  them,  had  bestowed  a  good  edu- 
cation upon  him,  and  after  his  abode  in  the  university  of  Oxford  had 
given  more  perfection  to  that  education,  he  became  "an  able  minister  of 
the  New-Testament."  But  being  under  the  conscientious  dispositions  of 
rsal  Christianity,  which  was  then  called  Puritanism,  the  persecution  from 
the  prevailing  Hierarchy,  whereto  he  therefore  became  obnoxious,  deprived 
him  of  liberty  for  the  peaceable  exercise  of  his  ministry.  Whence  it  came 
to  pass,  that  although  we  might  otherwise  have  termed  him  a  presbyter  of 
one  town  by  ordinatiofi,  we  must  now  call  him  an  evangelist  of  many, 
through  persecution;  for  the  Episcopal  molestations  compelled  him  to 
no  less  than  seven  removes,  and  as  many  places  may  now  contend  for  the 
honour  of  his  ministry,  as  there  did  for  Homer's  nativity.  But  an  eighth 
remove,  whereto  a  weariness  of  the  former  seven  drove  him,  shall  bury  in 
silence  the  claims  all  other  places  unto  him;  for  after  the  year  1638, 
(in  which  year,  with  many  others,  as  excellent  Christians  as  any  breathing 
upon  earth,  he  crossed  the  water  to  America)  he  must  be  styled,  "a 
New-England  man." 

§  3.  After  Mr.  Newman's  arrival  at  New-England,  he  spent  a  year  and 
half  at  Dorchester,  five  at  Weymouth,  and  nineteen  years  at  Eehoboth, 
which  name  he  gave  unto  the  town,  because  his  ilock,  which  were  before 
straitned  for  want  of  room,  now  might  say,  "The  Lord  hath  made  room 
for  us,  and  we  shall  be  fruitful  in  the  land;"  nor  will  it  be  wondered  at, 
if  one  so  well  versed  in  the  Scripture,  could  think  of  none  but  a  Scripture- 
name,  for  the  place  of  his  habitation.  How  many  straights  he  afterwards 
underwent  at  Eehoboth,  in  the  dark-day,  when  he  was  almost  the  only 
minister  whose  invindhle  patience  held  out,  under  the  scandalous  neglect 
and  contempt  of  the  ministry,  which  the  whole  colony  of  Plymouth  was 
for  a  while  bewitched  into,  it  is  best  known  unto  the  compassionate  Lord^ 
who  said  unto  liim,  "I  know  thy  works,  and  how  thou  hast  bora  and  hast 
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patience,  and  for  my  name's  sake  hast  laboured,  and  bast  not  fainted." 
But  no  doubt  tbe  straits  did  but  more  effectually  recommend  Heaven  to 
him  as  the  only  Eehoboth;  whither  he  went  July  5,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1663,  when  by  passing  tbrougb  nine  sevens  of  years  he  was  come  to 
that  which  we  call,  "the  grand  climaterical."  Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  that 
in  this  memorable  and  miserable  year,  each  of  three  colonies  of  New-Eng- 
land was  beheaded  of  the  minister  from  whence  they  had  most  of  their 
influences ;  Norton  went  from  the  Massacbuset  colony,  Stone  went  from 
Connecticut  colony,  and  Newman  from  Plymouth  colony,  within  a  few 
weeks  of  one  another. 

§  4.  He  was  a  very  Uvelp  preacher  and  a  very  preaching  liver.  He  loved 
his  church  as  if  it  had  been  hia  family,  and  he  taught  hia/fflmj7yasif  it  had 
been  his  church.  He  was  an  hard  student;  and  as  much  toyl  and  oyl  as  his 
learned  name's  sake  Noander  employed  in  illustrations  and  commentaries 
upon  the  old  Greet  Pagan  poets,  our  Newman  bestowed  in  compiling  his 
concordances  of  the  sacred  Scriptures:  and  the  incomparable  relish  which 
the  sacred  Scriptures  had  with  him,  while  he  had  them  thus  under  his 
continual  rumination,  was  as  well  a  mean  as  a  sign  of  his  arriving  to  an 
extraordinary  measure  of  that  sanctity  which  the  truth  produces.  But  of 
his  family-discipline  there  was  no  part  more  notable  than  this  one,  that 
once  a  year  be  kept  a  solemn  day  of  humilioMon  with  his  family ;  and  onco 
a  year  a  day  of  Ijianksgiviim ;  and  on  these  days  he  would  not  only  enqaire 
of  his  houshold  what  they  had  met  withal  to  be  humbled  or  to  be  thankful 
for,  but  also  he  would  recruit  the  memoirs  of  his  diary;  by  being  denied 
the  sight  whereof,  our  history  of  bim  is  necessarily  creepled  with  much 
imperfection. 

But  whether  it  were  entered  in  that  diary  or  no,  there  was  one  thing 
remarkable  which  once  befel  him,  worthy  of  a  mention  in  this  history.  He 
was  once  on  a  journey  home  from  Boston  to  Eehoboth:  but  hearing  of  a 
lecture  at  Dorchester  by  the  way,  be  thought  with  himself,  "Perhaps  I  shall 
not  be  out  of  my  way  if  I  go  so  far  out  of  my  way  as  to  take  that  lecture." 
There  he  found  Mr.  Mather  at  prayer;  the  prayer  being  ended,  Mr.  Mather 
would  not  be  satisfied  except  he  would  preach.  Accordingly,  after  the 
singing  of  a  psalm,  he  preached  an  excellent  sermon ;  and  by  that  sermon 
a  poor  sinner,  well  known  in  the  place,  was  remarkably  converted  unto 
God,  and  became  a  serious  and  eminent  Christian. 

§  5.  Hospitality  was  an  essential  of  his  character:  and  I  can  tell  when  be 
entertained  angels  not  unawares,  'Tis  doubtless,  a  faulty  piece  of  insensibility 
among  too  many  of  the  faithful,  that  they  do  little  consider  the  guard  of 
holy  angeh  wherewith  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  wonderfully  supplies  us  agaiost 
the  mischief  and  malice  of  vmTced  spirits.  Those  holy  angels  are,  it  may 
be,  too  hundred  and  sixty  times  mentioned  in  the  sacred  oracles  of  Heaven: 
and  we  that  read  so  much  in  those  oracles  are  so  earthly-minded,  as  to  take 
little  notice  of  them.     'Tis  a  marvelloi.is  thing  that,  as  one  says,  the  natives 
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of  heaven  do  not  grudge  to  attend  upon  those  who  are  only  the  dcnisons 
thereof;  and  that,  as  the  ancient  expresses  it,  we  may  see  tJic  wliolo  Ivxiven 
at  work  for  our  salvation,  God  the  Father  sending  his  Son  to  redeem  us, 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son  sending  their  Spirit  to  guide  us,  the  Father, 
Son  and  Spirit  sending  their  angels  to  minister  for  us.  Now,  of  the  whole 
angelical  ministration  concerned  for  our  good,  there  is,  it  may  be,  none 
more  considerable,  than  the  illustrious  convoy  and  conduct  which  tbey 
give  unto  the  spirits  of  believers,  when,  being  expired,  they  pass  through 
the  territories  of  the  "  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,"  unto  the  regions 
where  they  must  attend  until  the  resurrection.  What  Elijah  had  at  his 
translation,  "a  chariot  of  angels,"  does,  in  some  sort,  accompany  all  the 
saints  at  their  expiration ;  they  are  carried  by  angels  unto  the  feast  with 
Abraham,  and  angels  do  then  "receive  them  into  everlasting  habitations." 
The/ctiVA  of  this  matter  has  therefore  filled  the  departing  souls  of  many 
good  men  with  "a joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory;"  thus  the  famous 
Lord  Mornay,  when  dying,  said,  "I  am  taking  my  flight  to  heaven;  here 
are  angels  that  stand  ready  to  carry  my  soul  into  the  bosom  of  my 
Saviour;"  thus  the  famous  Dr.  Holland,  when  dying,  said,  "0,  thou 
fiery  chariot,  which  earnest  down  to  fetch  up  Elijah,  yon  angels,  that 
attended  the  soul  of  Lazarus,  bear  me  into  the  bosom  of  my  best  beloved  I" 
thus  we  know  of  another,  that  when  dying,  said,  "0  that  you  had  your 
eyes  open  to  see  what  I  seel  I  see  millions  of  angels;  God  has  appointed 
them  to  carry  my  soul  up  to  heaven,  where  I  shall  behold  the  Lord  face 
to  face."  And  now,  let  my  reader  accept  another  instance  of  this  dT/iTig 
and  most  lively  expectation! 

Onr  Newman,  towards  the  conclusion  of  his  days,  advanced  more  and 
more  towards  the  beginning  of  his  yo^*;  andayo^i!  as  well  as  a.  praye>ful, 
watchful,  and  fruitful  temper  of  soul,  observably  irradiated  him.  At 
length,  being  yet  in  health,  he  preached  a  sermon  on  these  words  in  Job 
xiv.  14,  "  All  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  until  my  change 
come ;"  which  proved  his  last.  Falling  sick  hereupon,  he  did  in  the  after- 
noon of  a  following  Lord's  day  ask  a  deacon  of  his  church  to  pray  with 
him;  and  the  pious  deacon  having  finished  his  prayer,  this  excellent  man 
turned  about.,  saying,  "And  now,  yeangeJsof  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  come, 
do  your  office!"  with  which  words  he  immediately  expired  his  holy  soul 
into  the  arras  of  angels:  the  spirit  of  this  just  man  was  immediately 
with  the  "innumerable  company  of  angels." 

§  6.  The  believing  sinner  then  has  the  "forgiveness  of  sin"  effectually 
declared  and  assiired  unto  him,  when  the  holy  spirit  of  God,  with  a  spe- 
cial operation  (which  is  called  "  The  Seal  of  die  Holy  Spirit")  produces  in 
him  a  solid,  powerful,  wonderful,  and  well-grounded  perswasion  of  it; 
and  when  he  brings  home  the  pardcming  love  of  God  unto  the  heart  with 
such  immediate  and  irresistible  efficacy,  as  marvellously  moves  and  melts 
the  heart,  and  overwhelms  it  with  the  inexpressible  consolations  of  a  par- 
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don.  The  "forgiveneaa  of  sin"  may  be  hopefully,  but  cannot  be  joyfuUy 
evident  unto  ns,  without  such  a  special  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  giving 
evidence  thereunto.  When  we  set  ouraelves  to  argue  our  justification, 
from  the  marks  of  our  sanctifirMion  that  we  can  find  upon  ourselves,  we 
do  well;  we  work  right;  we  are  in  an  orderly  way  of  proceeding.  But  yet 
we  cannot  well  see  our  sanctification,  except  a  special  operation  of  the 
spirit  of  God  help  our  sight;  and  if  we  do  see  our  sanctification,  yet  our 
sight  of  our  justification  will  be  no  more  than  feeble,  except  a  special 
operation  of  the  spirit  of  God  shall  comfort  us.  Our  own  argument  may 
make  ua  a  little  easy;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  be  found  in  that  rational  way 
of  arguing;  but  this  meer  argument  of  our  own,  will  not  bring  us  to  that 
joyful  peace  of  soul  that  will  carry  ua  triumphantly  through  the  "dark 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,"  and  make  us  triumph  over  our  doubts, 
our  fears,  and  all  our  discouragements.  At  last,  the  Spirit  of  God,  he 
will  come  in  gloriously  upon  our  hearts,  and  cause  iis  to  receive  the  par- 
don of  our  aias,  offered  freely  through  Christ  unto  us;  and  then  we  shall 
"rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  fall  of  glory."  Nevertheless,  when- 
ever the  "forgiveness, of  our  sins"  is  by  a  special  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  revealed  unto  us,  the  symptoms  of  a  regenerate  soul  do  always 
accompany  it.  Though  the  marks  of  sanctification  are  not  enough  to  give 
us  the  full  joy  of  our  justification,  yet  they  give  usthe^j-oo/'of  it.  When 
a  special  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  gives  ua  to  see  our  justification,  it 
will  give  us  to  see  our  sanctification  too. 

In  writing  this,  I  have  written  a  considerable  article  of  our  church-his- 
tory: for  it  was  ihis  article  that,  perhaps  more  than  any  whatsoever,  exer- 
cised the  thoughts  and  pens  of  our  churches  for  many  years  together. 
But  the  mention  hereof  serves  particularly  to  introduce  a  few  more 
memoirs  of  our  holy  Newman. 

All  good  Christians  do  sometimes  examine  themselves  about  their  inte- 
riour  state:  and  they  that  would  be  great  Christians,  must  often  do  it. 
Though  the  reserved  papers  of  our  Newman  are  too  carelessly  lost,  yet 
I  have  recovered  one,  which  runs  in  such  terms  as  these: 

"notes,  or  marks  op  grace,  I  FIND  IN  MY  SELF; 

Not  vthtrein  I  desire  ta  Glory,  but  to  take  Ground  of  Aesarance,  and,  after  our  Apostles'  Sales, 

to  'make  my  Election  sare!  though  I  find  them  but  in  weak  measure. 

"  1.  I  find,  I  lom  God,  and  deture  to  love  God,  piincipally  for  himself. 

"  3.  A  desire  to  requite  evil  with  good. 

"3.  A  looking  xxp  to  Gi>d,  to  aee  him,  and  his  liand,  in  all  things  that  befal  me, 

"4.  A  greater  fear  of  displeasing  God,  thiin  ail  the  world. 

"6.  A  love  f«  such  Christians  as  I  never  saw,  or  received  good  from. 

"6.  A  grief,  when  J  aee  God's  commands  broken  by  any  person. 

"7.  A  mourning  for  not  finding  the  assurance  of  God's  love,  and  the  sense  of  his  favour, 
in  that  comfoitable  manner  at  one  lime  as  at  another;  and  not  being  able  to  serve  God  as 
)  should. 
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"8.  A  willingness  to  give  God  tJie  glory  of  any  ability  to  do  good. 

"9.  A  joy  when  I  nm  in  Clnistian  company,  in  godly  conference. 

"  10.  A  grief  when  I  perceive  it  goes  ill  v/ith  Christians,  and  the  contrary.  [evening. 

■  1 1.  A  constant  performance  of  secret  duties,  between  God  and  my  self,  morning  and 

"13.  A  bewailing  of  such  sins  which  none  in  the  world  can  accuse  me  of. 

"13.  A  choosing  of  suffering  to  avoid  sin." 

But  having  thus  mentioned  the  self-examination  which  this  holy  man 
accustomed  himself  uoto,  I  know  not  but  this  may  he  a  very  proper 
opportunity  to  observe,  that  the  holiness  of  our  primitive  Christians,  in 
this  land,  was  moie  than  a  little  expressed  and  improved  by  this  piece 
of  Christianity.  And  that  I  may  serve  this  design  of  Christianity  upon 
the  devout  reader,  I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  digress  (if  it  be  a  digres- 
sion) so  far,  as  to  recite  a  passage  I  lately  read  in  a  paper,  which  a  private 
Christian,  one  of  our  godly  old  men,  who  died  not  long  since,  {namely,  Mr. 
Clap,  once  the  captain  of  our  castle)  did  at  his  death  leave  behind  him. 

That  godly  man  had  long  been  labouring  under  doubts  and  fears  about 
his  interiour  state  before  God,  At  last  he  was  one  day  considering  with 
himself  what  was  his  most  beloved  sin,  Herewithal  he  considered  whether, 
in  case  the  Lord  would  assure  him  that  all  sin  should  be  for  ever  pardoned 
unto  him,  and  he  should  arrive  safe  to  heaven  in  the  issue,  yet  he  should 
not  in  the  mean  time  have  that  one  sin  mortified,  and  be  delivered  from 
the  reign  and  rage  of  that  one  sin, — whether  this  would  content  him? 
Hereunto  be  found  and  said,  before  the  Lord,  "that  this  would  uot  con- 
tent him."  And  hereupon  the  Spirit  of  God  immediately  irradiated  his 
mind,  with  a  strange  and  a  strong  assurance  of  the  divine  love  unto  him. 
He  was  dissolved  into  a  flood  of  tears,  with  assurance  that  God  had  "loved 
him  with  an  everlasting  love."  And  from  this  time  the  assurance  of  his 
pardon  conquered  his  doubts  and  fears,  I  think,  all  the  rest  of  his  days. 

Our  too  defective  history  of  our  Newman  I  will  conclude,  as  Blahos- 
lius  did  in  his  history  of  Johannes  Cornu:  Zongum  estet  Elogia  kujus  viri 
narrare.  Sed  perfectior  Histomi,  ut  de  aliis  vires,  iia  et  de  oslo,  consummatar, 
etquotidie  angetur  in  Vit&  etern&;  Quam  da  nobis,  0  Domine  Ileus,  in  ghri& 
cum  gavdio  hgendam.    Amen.* 

EPITAPHIUM. 
Mortaua  est  Ne*ndeh  Nov-Anglus, 
Qui  ante  mortem  didicit  mori, 
Et  ohiil  eS  THOrte,  qua  palest  ease,  Are  bene  motiendi.t 

*  [1  would  be  Ion  great  s  tBBk  to  Bot  Sirtli  all  Ills  pralsfs.    Bui  a  more  perfect  history  of  Wm,  as  of  soma 
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uiiAiTitxiii    Avio 

DOCTOR  IRREFRAGABUIS:^  TUB  LIFE  OF  MK.  SAiHUEL  STONE. 

§  1.  If  the  church  of  Borne  do  boast  of  her  Gomelim  a  Lapi<le,\  who 
hath  published  learned  commentaries  upon  almost  the  whole  Bible,  the 
Protestant  and  reformed  church  of  New-England  may  boast  of  her  Sam- 
uel Stone,  who  was  better  skilled  than  the  other  in  sacred  philology,  and 
whose  learned  sermons  and  writings  were  not  stuffed  with  such  trifles 
and  fables,  and  ot!  'n  p  t'  ncies,  as  fill  many  pages  in  the  compo- 
sures of  the  other 

§  2,  In  his  yout!  fte  h  s  1  aving  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
where  Emanuel-C  lled^e  ha  1  structed  him  iu  the  light,  and  nourished 
him  with  the  cup  of  that  famous  university,  he  did,  with  several  other 
persona  that  proved  famo  s  n  their  generation,  "sit  at  the  feet"  of  a  most 
excellent  G-amaliel;  attending  upon  that  eminently  holy  man  of  God, 
whom  I  will  venture  to  call  Saint  Blacterby.  That  Reverend  Eichard 
Blackerby,  whose  moat  angelical  sort  of  life  you  may  read  among  the  last 
of  Samuel  Clark's  eoUectiona,  was  a  tutor  to  Mr.  Stone;  and  you  may 
reasonably  expect  that  such  a  scholar  should  have  a  double  portion  of 
the  spirit  which  there  was  in  such  a  tutor. 

§  3,  Having  been  an  accomplished,  induatrioua,  but  yet  persecuted  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  in  England,  he  came  to  New-England  in  the  same 
ship  that  brought  over  Mr,  Cotton  and  Mr.  Hooker.  A  ship  which,  in 
those  three  worthies,  brought  from  Europe  a  richer  loading  than  the  rich- 
est that  ever  sailed  back  from  America  in  the  Spanish  Plota;  even  that 
wreck  which  had  on  board,  among  other  treasures,  one  entire  table  of 
gold,  weighing  above  three  thousand  and  three  hundred  pound.  Indeed, 
the  foundation  of  New-England  had  a  precious  jem  laid  in  it  when  Mr. 
Stone  arrived  in  these  regions. 

But  the  circumstances  of  this  removal,  require  to  be  related  with  more 
of  particularities.  The  judicious  Christians  that  were  coming  to  New- 
England  with  Mr.  Hooker  were  desirous  to  obtain  a  colleague  for  him, 
and  being  disappointed  of  obtaining  Mr.  Cotton  for  that  purpose,  (who 
nevertheless  took  it  very  kmdly  that  Mr  Hooker  had  sent  them  unto 
him)  they  began  to  think  that  a  couple  of  such  great  men  might  be  more 
serviceable  asunder  than  together.  So  then  next  agreement  was,  to  pro- 
cure some  able  and  godly  young  man,  who  might  be  an  assistant  unto  Mr. 
Hooker,  with  something  of  a  di&ciple  also,  and  those  three — Mi  Shep- 
BxA,  Mr,  Norton,  and  Mr,  Stone — weie  to  this  end  projiobed,   and  Mr, 

•  The  DocUw  whom  none  could  confound  f  CuiiielLus  Sioiie 
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Stone,  tlien  a  lectarer  at  Toreester  in  North amptonsbire,  was  the  person 
upon  whom  at  length  it  fell  to  acoonipany  Mr,  Hooker  into  America. 

§  4.  From  the  New-English  Cambridge  he  went  collegue  to  Mr,  Hooker, 
with  a  chosen  and  devout  company  of  Christians,  who  gathered  a  famous 
church  at  a  town  which  they  called  Hartford,  upon  the  well-known  river 
Connecticut.  There  he  continued  feeding  the  flock  of  our  Lord  fourteen 
years,  with  Mr.  Hooker,  and  sixteen  years  ailer  him;  till  he  that  was  born 
at  Hartford  in  England,  now  on  July  20,  1663,  died  in  Hartford  of  New- 
England;  and  went  unto  the  Heavenly  Society,  whereof  he  would  with 
some  longing  say,  "Heaven  is  the  more  desirable,  for  such  company  as 
Hooker,  and  Shepard,  and  Hains,  who  are  got  there  before  me." 

§  5.  His  way  of  living  was  godly,  sober  and  righteous,  and,  like  that 
great  apostle  who  was  his  name-sake,  he  could  seriously  and  sincerely 
profess,  "Lord,  thou  knoweat  all  tilings;  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee," 
But  there  were  two  things  wherein  the  "power  of  godhness"  uses  to  be 
most  remarkably  manifested  and  maintained;  and  he  was  remarkable  for 
both  of  these  things;  namely,  iTer^aent /asliTigs  and  exact  Sahhaihs.  He 
would,  not  rarely,  set  apart  whole  days  for  fasting  and  prayer  before  the 
Lord,  whereby  he  ripened  his  blessed  soul  for  the  "inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light."  And  when  the  weekly  Sabbath  came,  which  he  still 
began  in  the  evening  before,  he  would  compose  himself  unto  a  most  heav- 
enly frame  in  all  things,  and  not  let  fell  a  word,  but  what  should  be  grave, 
serious,  pertinent.  Moreover,  it  was  his  custom  that  the  sermon  which 
he  was  to  preach  on  the  Lord's  day  in  his  assembly,  he  would  the  night 
before  deliver  to  his  own  family.  A  custom  which  was  attended  with 
several  advantages. 

§  6.  Being  ordained  the  teacher  of  the  church  in  Hartford,  he  appre- 
hending himself  under  a  particular  and  peculiar  obligation  to  endeavour 
the  edification  of  his  people,  by  a  more  doctrinal  way  of  pr.eaching :  accord- 
ingly, as  he  had  the  art  of  keeping  to  his  hour,  so  he  had  an  incompara- 
ble skill  at  filling  of  that  hour  with  nervous  discourses,  in  the  way  of 
common-place  and  proposition,  handling  the  points  of  divinity,  which  he 
would  conclude  with  a  brief  and  close  application:  and  then  he  would  in 
his  prayer,  after  sermon,. put  all  into  such  pertinent  confessions,  petitions, 
and  thanksgivings,  as  notably  digested  his  doctrine  into  devotion.  He  was 
a  man  of  prindples,  and  in  the  management  of  those  principles  he  was 
both  a  Load-Stone  and  a  Flint-Stone. 

§  7.  He  had  a  certain  pleasancy  in  conversation,  which  was  the  effect 
and  symptom  of  his  most  ready  wit;  and  made  ingenious  men  to  be  as 
covetous  of  his  famiUa-rity  as  admirers  of  his  ingenuity.  Possibly  he  might 
think  of  what  Suidas  reports  concerning  Macarius,  that  by  the  pleasancy 
of  his  discourses  on  all  occasions,  he  drew  many  to  the  ways  of  God, 
He  might  be  inclined,  like  Dr,  Staunton,  who  said,  "I  have  used  myself 
to  be  cheerful  in  company,  that  so  standers-by  might  be  the  more  in  love 
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with  religion,  seeing  it  consistent  with  cheerfulness."  "Kence  facetious  turns 
were  almost  natural  to  him,  in  his  conversation  with  such  as  had  the 
sence  to  comprehend  the  svhthties  of  his  reparties.  But  still  under  such  a 
reserve,  as  to  escape  the  sentence  of  the  canon  of  the  council  of  Cartlia.ge, 
Clericum  scurrilem  et  verbis  turpibus  Joculatorem,  ab  officio  Retrahendam 
esse  censemtis.* 

§  8.  Reader,  what  should  be  the  meaning  of  this?  our  Mr.  Stone,  about 
or  before  the  year  1650,  when  all  things  were  in  a  profound  calm,  deliv- 
ered in  a  sermon  his  pre-apprehensions  that  churches  among  them  would 
come  to  be  broken  by  scAism,  and  sudden  censures,  and  angry  removes: 
and  that  ere  they  were  aware,  these  mischiefs  would  arise  among  them ; 
in  the  churches,  prayers  against  prayers,  hearts  against  hearts,  teai's 
against  tears,  tongues  against  tongues,  and  fasts  against  fasts,  and  horrible 
prejudices  and  underminings.  Many  years  did  not  pass  before  he  saw 
in  his  own  church  ali  of  this  accomplished.  He  little  thought  that  his 
<nun  church  must  be  the  stage  of  these  tragedies,  when  he  told  some  of 
his  friends,  "That  he  should  never  want  their  love,"  He  did  live  to 
undergo  what  we  are  now  going  to  signifle: 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  his  time,  this  present  evil  world  was  made  yet 
more  evil  unto  him,  through  an  unhappy  difference  which  arose  between 
him  and  a  ruling  elder  in  the  church  whereof  he  was  himself  a  teaching 
elder.  They  were  both  of  them  godly  men;  and  the  true  original  of  tlie 
irmundsrstanding  between  men  that  were  of  so  good  an  understanding,  has 
been  rendred  almost  as  obscure  as  the  rise  of  Connecticut-river.  But  it 
proved  its  unhappy  consequences,  too,  like  that  river  in  its  great  annual 
inundations;  for  it  overspread  the  whole  colony  of  Connecticut.  Such  a 
monstrous  enchantment  there  was  upon  the  minds  even  of  those  who  were 
Christians,  and  brethren,  that  in  all  the  towns  round  about,  the  people 
generally  made  themselves  parties,  either  to  one  side  or  the  other,  in  this 
qnarrel;  though  multitudes  of  them  scarce  ever  distinctly  knew  what  the 
quarrel  was:  and  the  factions  insinuated  themselves  into  the  smallest,  as 
well  as  the  greatest  affairs  of  those  towns.  From  the  fire  of  the  altar, 
there  issued  thundrings  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes,  through  the  colony. 
As  once  in  Constantinople,  a  fire  that  began  in  the  church  consumed  the 
senate-house :  thus  the  fire  which  began  in  the  church  more  than  a  little 
affected  the  senate-house  in  Connecticut :  and  the  people  also  were  many 
of  them  as  fiercely  set  against  one  another,  as  the  Corabitea  in  the  poet 
were  against  the  Tentyrites.  A  world  of  sin  was  doubtless  committed, 
even  by  pious  men,  on  this  occasion,  while  they  permitted  so  many  things 
contrary  to  the  law  of  charity,  and  so  much  mispending  of  their  time  and 
misplacing  of  their  zeal,  as  must  needs  occur  in  their  woful  variance. 
Alasl  how  many  of  Solomon's  wise  proverbs  were  explained  and  instanced 
in  the  follies  of  these  contests'.     Indeed,  for  the  composing  of  these  bran- 

•  We  belloTB  thsl  a  scurrilons  clorgimsn,  who  deals  in  foul  jells,  Bhould  bo  djetoisaed  num  ibo  paalowl  office. 
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gles,  there  was  the  help  of  council  called  in;  but  every  council  fetched 
from  the  neighbourhood  was  thought  prejudiced;  for  which  cause,  at  last, 
a  council  was  desired  from  the  churches  about  Boston,  in  the  Massachusets 
Bay,  whose  messengers  took  the  pains  thus  to  travel  more  than  an  hundred 
miles  for  the  pacification  of  these  animosities;  and  a  sort  of  pacijicaiion 
was  thereby  attained;  but  yet  not  without  the  dismission  and  removal  of 
many  vertnous  people  further  up  the  river;  whereby  some  other  churches 
came  to  be  gathered,  which  are  now  famous  in  our  Israel.  'Tis  not  easy 
to  comprehend,  and  I  wish  no  such  faithful  servant  of  God  may  experience 
it;  how  much  the  spirit  of  Mr,  Stone,  was  worn  by  the  conlinuai  dropping 
of  this  contention. — QuUa  cavat  Lapidem.*  But  the  d^tsl  of  mortality 
being  thrown  upon  those  good  men,  they  have  not  only  left  stinging  one 
another,  but  also  they  are  together  hived  with  wnjarring  love  in  the  land 
that  flows  with  what  is  better  than  milk  and  honey.  As  for  Mr.  Stone, 
if  it  were  metaphorically  true  (what  they  proverbially  said)  of  Beza,  that 
"he  had  no  gall,"  the  physicians  that  opened  him  after  his  death  found 
it  literally  true  in  this  worthy  man. 

§  9.  In  his  church-discipline,  he  was,  perhaps,  the  exactest  of  that  which 
we  call  Congregational,  and  being  asked  once  to  give  a  description  of  the 
Congregational  church-government,  he  replied,  "It  was  a  speaking  Aristo- 
cracy in  the  face  of  a  silent  Democracy." 

§  10.  He  was  an  extraordinary  person  at  an  argument;  and  aa  clear 
and  smart  a  diapuiant  as  most  that  ever  lived  in  the  world.  Hence,  when 
any  scholar  came  to  him  with  any  question,  it  was  his  custom  to  bid  him 
take  which  part  the  queerist  himself  pleased,  either  positive  or  negative, 
and  he  would  moat  argumentatively  dispute  against  him ;  whereby  having 
disputed  one  another  into  the  narrow  of  the  case,  he  would  then  give  the 
enquirer  the  most  judicious  and  satisfying  determination  of  ^xi^.  problem 
that  could  be  imagined.  Yea,  what  Cicero  says  of  one,  might  almost  be 
said  of  him,  Nullam  un/pmm  in  Disputationibus  rem  defmdit,  gwom  non 
probarit;  nullum  oppugnavit,  gueni  non  everterit.^ 

§  11.  The  world  has  not  been  entertained  with  many  of  his  composures. 
But  certain  strokes  of  Mr.  Hudson  and  Mr.  Cowdry  fetched  one  spark  out 
of  this  well  compacted  Stonej  which  was,  "A  Discourse  about  Hie  Logical 
Notion  of  a  Congregational  Church  f^  wherein  some  thought  that,  aa  a  Stone 
from  the  sUTig  of  David,  he  has  mortally  wounded  the  head  of  that  Goli^, 
a  'national  political  church.  At  least,  he  made  an  essay  to  do  what  was 
done  by  the  Stone  of  Bohan,  setting  the  bounds  between  church  and  church, 
as  that  between  tribe  and  tribe. 

Moreover,  I  find  in  a  book  which  a  late  author  hath  written  on  Free- 
grace,  this  passage:  "Might  the  world  be  so  happy  as  to  see  a  very  elab- 
orate confutation  of  the  Antinomians,  written  by  a  very  acute  and  solid 
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person,  a  great  disputant,  viz:  Mr.  Stone  of  New-England,  a  Congrega- 
tional divine,  it  wonld  easily  appear  tliat  the  Congregational  are  not  Anti- 
nomian."  And  Mr.  Baxter,  in  one  of  his  last  works,  does  utter  his  t^j/*"? 
wishes  for  the  resurrection  of  that  buried  mamtscript. 

But  one  of  the  most  elaborate  things  written  by  Mr.  Stone,  or  indeed 
in  this  land,  is  his  "Body  of  Divinity  f  wherein  the  reader  has,  in  a  Rich- 
ardsonian  method,  curionsly  drawn  up  the  doctrine  of  the  Protestant,  and 
Reformed,  and  New-English  churches;  and  the  marrow  of  all  that  had 
been  reached,  by  the  hard  and  long  studies  of  this  great  student  in  theology. 
This  rich  treasure  has  often  been  transcribed  by  the  vast  pains  of  our 
candidates  for  the  ministry;  and  it  has  made  some  of  our  most  considerable 
divines.    But  all  attempts  for  the  printing  of  it  hitherto  proved  abortive. 

BPITAPHIUM. 
Qaem  Nubila  Vtcta  Coronant* 


CHAPTEE   lYIL 

THE    LIFE    OF    MR,    AVIILIAJI   TUOIBPSON, 

§  1.  There  is  no  experienced  minister  of  the  gospel  who  hath  not,  in 
the  cases  of  tempted  souls,  often  had  this  experience,  that  the  ill  eases  of 
their  distempered  bodies  are  the  frequent  occasion  and  original  of  their 
temptations.  There  are  many  men  who,  in  the  very  constitution  of  their 
bodies,  do  afford  a  bed  wherein  busy  and  bloody  devils  have  a  sort  of  a 
lodging  provided  for  them.  The  thoss  of  Hood  in  them,  is  disordered  with 
some  iiery  acid,  and  their  brains  or  bowels  have  some  juices  or  ferments  or 
vapours  about  them,  which  are  most  unhappy  engines  for  devils  to  work 
upon  their  souls  withal.  The  vitiated  humours,  in  many  persons,  yield 
the  steams  whereinto  Satan  does  insinuate  himself,  till  he  has  gained  a  sort 
of  possession  in  them,  or  at  least  an  opportunity  to  shoot  into  the  mind 
as  mtmyjlen/  darts  as  may  cause  a  sad  life  unto  them ;  yea,  'tis  well  if  self- 
murder  be  not  the  sad  end  unto  which  these  hurried  people  are  thus  pre- 
cipitated. New-England,  a  country  where  splenetic  maladies  are  prevailing 
and  pernicious  perhaps  above  any  other,  hath  afforded  numberless  instances 
of  even  pious  people  who  have  contracted  those  melancholy  indispositions, 
which  have  unhinged  tliem  from  all  service  or  comfort;  yea,  not  a  few 
persons  have  been  hurried  thereby  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  themselves 
at  the  last.     These  are  among  the  "unsearchable  judgments  of  God  I" 

§  2.  Mr.  William  Thompson  was  a  reverend  minister  of  the  gospel,  who 
felt  in  himself  the  vexations  of  that  melancholy  which  p 
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cIo  SO  often  see  in  others.  He  was  a  very  powerful  and  successful  preacher; 
and  we  find  his  name  sometimes  joined  in  the  title-page  of  several  booka 
with  his  countryman,  Mr.  Hichard  Mather,  as  a  writer.  Nor  was  New- 
England  the  only  part  of  America  where  he  zealously  published  the 
messages  and  mysteries  of  Heaven,  after  that  the  English  Hierarchy  had 
persecuted  him  from  the  hke  labours  in  Lancashire  over  into  America;  but 
upon  a  mission  from  the  churches  of  New-England,  he  carried  the  tidings 
of  salvation  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  into  Virginia:  where  he  saw  a  not- 
able fruit  of  his  labours,  until  that  faction  there,  which  called  it  self,  "the 
Ohui-ch  of  England,"  persecuted  him  from  thence  also.  Satan,  who  had 
been  after  an  extraordinary  manner  irritated  by  the  evangelic  labours  of 
this  holy  man,  obtained  the  liberty  to  sifl  him ;  and  hence,  after  this  worthy 
man  had  served  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  church  of  our  New-English 
Braintree,  he  fell  into  that  Balneum  diaioli,  "  a  black  melancJwly,'"  which  for 
divers  years  almost  wholly  disabled  him  for  the  exercise  of  his  ministry; 
but  the  end  of  this  melancholy  was  not  so  tragical  as  it  sometimes  is  with 
some,  whom  yet,  because  of  their  exemplary  lives  we  dare  not  censure  for 
their  prodigious  deaths.  It  is  an  observation  of  no  little  consequence,  in 
our  Christian  warfare,  that  for  all  the  fierce  temptations  of  the  devil  upon 
us,  there  is  a  iime  limited — an  hour  of  temptation.  During  this  time,  the 
devil  may  grow  the  more  furious  upon  us,  the  more  we  do  resist  him.  We 
must  resist  until  the  time  which  is  prejlxt  by  God,  but  unlenovm  to  us,  is 
expired;  and  then  we  shall  find  it  a  law  in  the  invisible  world  strictly 
kept  unto,  that  if  the  resistance  be  carried  on  to  such  a  period,  though 
perhaps  with  many  intervening  foyle,  the  devil  will  be  gone ;  yea,  whether 
he  will  or  no,  we  miM  he  gone.  There  is  a  law  for  it,  which  obliges  him 
to  &.  flight,  and  a  flight  that  carries  s.  fright  in.  it;  s.fear  from  an  apprehen- 
sion that  God,  with  his  good  angels,  will  come  in,  with  terrible  chastise- 
ments upon  him,  if  he  presume  to  continue  his  temptations  one  moment 
longer  than  the  time  that  had  been  allowed  unto  him.  All  this  may  be 
implied  in  that  passage  of  the  apostle,  "Resist  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee 
from  yon,"  And  as  our  Lord,  being  twice  more  furiously  tempted  by  the 
devil,  "drew  near  to  God,"  with  extraordinary  prayer;  but  when  the  time 
for  the  temptation  was  out,  God  by  his  angels  then  sensibly  drew  near 
unto  him,  with  fresh  consolations:  to  this,  no  doubt,  the  apostle  refers, 
when  he  adds,  "Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  shall  draw  nigh  to  you," 
Accordingly,  the  pastors  and  the  faithful  of  the  churches  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood kept  "resisting  of  the  devil,"  in  his  cruel  assaults  upon  Mr. 
Thompson,  by  continually  "  drawing  near  to  God,"  with  ardent  supplica- 
tions on  his  behalf:  and  by  praying  always,  without  fainting,  without 
ceasing,  they  saw  the  devil  at  length  flee  from  him,  and  God  himself 
draw  near  unto  him,  with  unutterable  joy.  The  end  of  that  man  is  peace! 
I  8.  A  short  flight  of  our  poetry  shall  tell  the  rest: 
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REMARKS  OH  THE  BRIGHT  AND  THE  DARK  SIDE  OF  THAT  AMERICAM  PILLAR, 

THE  REVEREBD  MB.  WILLIAM  THOMPSON, 


But  moy  a  mralpea  try  to  aet  forth 

The  Bible,  the  boat  of  cordial  of  his  heart. 

Snoh  a  gMal/siS-r-s  BncLent  graoo  ™d  worth  I 

"Come  DooJs,  come  flaniEs,"  wj'd  he,"w 

I  nndetlBke  a  no  leas  arduous  Uieine, 

Shone  round  him,  and  bts  lieanenl;,  glai^  werf 

Tie  more  IJian  Tglkca  nt  s  profound  respect, 

That  muBl  be  paid  sucH  a  Molohlzedoct. 

CHaraT  and  N.w-Ebol*«d  a  dear  Gookihs  g 

OxSad  thla  light,  with  tongues  and  wis  doth  trim ; 

With  a  rare  akiU  in  hcarli,  thla  doctor  oou' 

And  thon  hia  xarUieni  lonn  dolh  ohallcnBe  him. 

Sleal  inio  them  acrds  that  should  do  them  go 

Bla  Ume  and  BlrengUk  he  cmia-'d  there  lo  tiis ; 

His  ioijaui!  nom  the  !™<  cf  life  distiil'd, 

To  do  gnnd  wirki,  and  it  what  mb  he  is. 

Hcorl,  daana'd  and  heal'd,  and  with  rich 

BiBfvigcBt  BtrlBiN!  there,  and  /mtmS  slraioK, 

But  here's  the  wol  W,™s  which  othc.-s  cur 

Tall  comely  presssce,  life  nnBotra  with  sMi»i, 

Wuulil  in  hie  own  turn  hardly  he  eDdui"d. 

Things  moBt  on  Worthies,  In  their  etorlos  writ. 

Apollyon,  owing  him  a  cursed  spleai. 

Thlnga  more  peeullai-  jet,  my  muse,  inteod, 

Who  an  ApolIOB  hi  the  church  had  been. 

Bay  alionger  lliipgs  than  theao ;  eo  weep  and  end. 

By  num'iuus  prosdyUi  he  daily  won, 

When  he  forsook  9rsl  his  Oxonlon  cell. 

Accus'd  him  of  i^ginari,  faulis, 

Some  Bcona  at  once  ttom  popish  daikoceg  fell ; 

And  push'd  him  down  so  into  dismal  lai^ls 

So  Ms  reforvicr  etndied  1  nirB  first  fruiii  J 

Vaidts,  whai'e  he  kept  long  Etnier-n^eeks  of  g 

Shaking  a  crxi-lrm  thus  bj  hot  diaputes, 

Till  Heaven  alarm'd  sent  him  in  relief. 

The  acldjii.ce  by  miracle  luta'd  »ins, 

Then  was  a  Daniel  hi  Ihe  lion's  den, 

And  rais'd  the  jptrifj  of  our  yonng  dlvhw. 

A  man— oh,  how  idov'd  of  God  and  meni 

Hearers,  like  dootj,  flockl  with  contonlious  wing, 

By  bis  bed-BldE  an  Hebrew  sioerd  IheiB  lay. 

Laden  with  htaeg,  like  Hybla^an  bees, 

Quakers  loo  dui-sl  not  boar  hia  keen  rcpiiea. 

They  hoead  it  into  combs  upon  tbelr  knees. 

But/eari-Ttf  it  half  drawn,  the  <«».Wef  flies. 

Like  Ijijarna,  new  raised  from  death,  appear. 

Why  he  ftam  Europe's  pleoaant  gardan  fled, 

The  aalot  that  hsd  been  dead  for  many  years. 

Bralntree  waa  of  this jewfJ  llien  poaseat, 

Desert  my  Bock,  and  like  a  coward  fly !" 

Until  himself,  he  laiaur'd  Into  rts!. 

lUa  iitcwiorj)  then,  wtUi  Johns,  was  toofc ; 

Beleas'd  at  last,  he  dies  in  ghiriousjifiirt. 

A  rnvth  cool,  girdle  with  the  aaored  Joo*. 

Hio  night  ia  not  so  lOng,  bMt  pkosphar's  ray 

His  Bible  io  his  hosum  th 


But  the  Churches  of  New-England  having  had  another  instance  of  afflic- 
tion like  that  which  exercised  our  Thompson,  I  shall  chuse  this  place  to 
introduce  it.  Lives  have  been  sometimes  best  written  in  the  way  of  par- 
allel. To  Mr.  "WHliam  Thompson  shall  now  therefore  be  paralleled  our 
Mr,  John  Warham. 
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CHAPTEH  ITHL 

THE    LIFE    OF    MR.   JOUS    WAKHAl. 

"When  the  tims  of  rerormation  was  come  on,  one  of  the  more  effectual 
things  done  towards  that  reformation  in  England,  about  the  middle  of  the 
former  century,  was  to  send  about  the  kingdom  certain  itinerant  preachers, 
with  a  license  to  preach  the  fundamentah  of  religion,  instead  of  the  stuff 
with  which  the  souls  of  the  people  had  heen  formerly  famished.  Upon 
this  occasion,  it  is  a  passage  mentioned  by  the  famous  Dr.  Burnet:  "Many 
complaints  were  made  of  those  that  were  licensed  to  preach;  and  that 
they  might  be  able  to  justifie  themselves,  they  begin  generally  to  write 
and  read  their  sermons :  and  thus  did  this  custom  begin;  in  which,  what 
is  wanting  in  the  heat  and  force  of  delivery,  is  much  made  up  by  the 
strength  and  solidity  of  the  matter:  and  it  has  produced  many  volumes 
of  as  excellent  sermons  as  have  been  preached  in  any  age." 

The  custom  of  preaching  with  notes,  thus  introduced,  has  been  decried 
by  many  good  men,  besides  fanaticks,  in  the  present  ^;e,  and  many  poor 
and  weak  prejudices  against  it  have  been  pretended.  But  hear  the  words 
of  the  most  accomplished  Mr.  Baxter  unto  some  gainsayers:  "It  is  not 
the  want  of  our  abilities  that  makes  us  use  our  notes;  but  it  is  a  regard 
unto  our  work,  and  the  good  of  our  hearers,  I  use  notes  as  much  as  any 
man  when  I  teke  pains ;  and  as  little  as  any  man  when  I  am  lazy,  or  busie, 
and  have  not  leisure  to  prepare.  It  is  easier  unto  us  to  preach  three  ser- 
mons without  notes,  than  one  with  them.  Ho  is  a  simple  preacher  that 
is  not  able  to  preach  a  day,  without  preparation,  if  his  strength  would 
serve."  Indeed,  I  would  have  distinction  made  between  the  readi-ng  of 
notes  and  the  iising  of  notes.  It  is  pity  that  a  minister  should  so  read  hia 
notes  as  to  take  away  the  vivadty  and  efficacy  of  his  delivery ;  but  if  he  so 
use  his  notes,  as  a  lawyer  does  the  minutes  whereupon  he  is  to  plead,  and 
carry  a  full  quiver  into  the  pulpit  with  him,  from  whence  he  may  with  one 
cast  of  his  eye,  after  the  lively  shooting  of  one  arrow,  fetch  out  the  next, 
it  might  be  a  thousand  ways  advantageous. 

I  suppose  the  first  preacher  that  ever  thus  preached  with  notes  in  our 
New-England  was  the  Reverend  Warham :  who,  though  he  were  some- 
times faulted  for  it,  by  some  judicious  men  who  had  never  heard  him,  yet 
when  once  they  came  to  hear  him,  they  could  not  but  admire  the  notable 
energy  of  his  ministry.  He  was  a  more  vigorous  preacher  than  the  most 
of  them  who  have  been  applauded  for  "never  looking  in  a  book  in  their 
lives."  His  latter  days  were  spent  in  the  pastoral  care  and  charge  of  the 
cimrch  at  "Windsor,  where  the  whole  colony  of  Connecticut  considered 
him  as  a  principal  pillar,  and  father  of  the  colony. 
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But  I  Have  one  thing  to  relate  concerning  him,  which  I  would  not  men- 
tion if  I  did  not,  by  the  mention  thereof,  propound  and  expect  the  advan- 
tage of  some  that  may  be  my  readers.  Know,  then,  that  though  our 
Warham  were  as  pioua  a  man  as  most  that  were  out  of  heaven,  yet  Satan 
often  tiirew  him  into  those  deadly  pangs  of  melancholy^  that  made  him 
despair  of  ever  getting  thither.  Such  were  the  terrible  temptations  and 
horrible  huffetings  undergone  sometimes  by  the  soul  of  this  holy  man,  that 
when  he  has  administred  the  Lord's  Supper  to  his  flock,  whom  he  durst 
not  starve  by  omitting  to  administer  that  ordinance;  yet  he  has  forborn 
himself  to  partake  at  the  same  time  in  the  ordinance,  through  the  fearful 
dejections  of  his  mind,  which  perswaded  him  that  those  blessed  souls  did 
not  belong  unto  him.  The  dreadful  darkness  which  overwhelmed  this 
ckiM  of  light  in  his  life,  did  not  wholly  leave  him  till  his  death.  It  is 
reported  that  he  did  even  "set  in  a  cloud,"  when  he  retired  unto  the  glo- 
rified society  of  those  "righteous  ones  that  are  to  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father,"  though  some  have  asserted,,  that  the  cloud 
was  dispelled  before  he  expired. 

What  was  desired  by  Joannes  Mathesius,  may  now  be  inscribed  on  our 
Waeham,  for  an 


THE    LIFE    OF    JIIR.   UENEY    FIOT. 

Although  there  is  a  most  sensible  and  glorious  demonstration  of  the 
Divine  Providence  over  human,  affairs  in  the  stxipmd  variety  of  human 
faces,  that  among  so  many  millions  of  men,  their  countenances  are  distin- 
guishable enough  to  preserve  the  order  of  human  society,  and  conversa- 
tion thereon  depending;  yet  there  have  been  some  notable  instances  of 
resefm}}ianc&  in  the  world.  They  are  not  only  tvnns  which  have  sometimes 
had  this  resemblance,  in  such  a  degree  as  to  occasion  more  diversion  than 
the  two  Sosia's  in  Plautus'  Amphytrio;  but  some  Other  persons  have  been 
too  like  one  another  to  be  known  asunder  without  critical  observations  of 
accidental  circumstances.  I  will  not  mention  the  several  examples  of  like- 
ness reported  by  Pliny,  because  there  is  frequently  as  much  likeliness  between 
a  Plinyism  and  a  fable.  But  Mersennus  gives  us  the  names  of  two  men 
80  extreamly  alike,  that  their  nearest  relations  were  thereby  most  notori- 
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ously  imposed  upon.  Yea,  this  likeness  has  proceeded  so  far,  that  Poly- 
stratiis  and  Hippoclides,  two  philosophers  much  alikej  were  both  bom  in 
the  same  day;  they  were  school -fellows,  and  of  the  same  sect;  they  both 
died  in  a  great  age,  a^d  at  the  very  same  instant.  Further  yet,  the  two 
famous  brothers  at  Eiez,  in  France,  perfectly  alike,  if  one  of  them  were 
sick,  or  sad,  or  sleepy,  the  other  would  immediately  be  so  too.  And  the 
story  of  the  three  (Jordians,  the  one  exactly  like  Augustus,  the  second 
exactly  like  Pompey,  the  third  exactly  like  Soipio ;  he  that  has  read  Peze- 
Uus,  doiibtlesa  will  remember  it. 

I  know  not  whether  any  of  these  likenesses  are  greater  than  what  it  was 
the  desire  and  study,  and  in  a  lesser  measure  the  attainment  of  that  holy 
and  worthy  man,  Mr.  Henry  Flint,  the  teacher  of  Brain-tree,  to  have  unto 
Mr.  Cotton,  the  well-known  teacher  of  Boston.  Having  twins  once  born 
unto  him,  he  called  the  one  John,  the  other  Cotton,  and  his  honouring 
imitation  of  that  great  man  was  as  if  he  had  been  a  twin  to  John  Cotton 
himself.  In  his  exemplary  life,  he  was  John  Cotton  to  the  life;  and  in  all 
the  circumstances  of  his  ministry,  he  propounded  John  Cotton  for  hia  pat- 
tern; as  apprehending  that  "he  followed  Jesns  Christ." 

You  may  be  sure,  he  that  copied  after  such  an  excellent  person,  must 
unite  fair,  though  he  should  happen  to  fall  any  thing  short  of  the  original. 

Wherefore,  having  already  wiitten  the  life  of  John  Cotton,  I  need  say 
nothing  more  of  Henry  Flint;  but  they  are  now  both  of  them  gone  where 
the  harmony  is  become  yet  more  agreeable. 

He  that  was  a  solid  stone  in  the  foundations  of  New-England,  is  gone 
to  be  a  glorious  one  in  the  walls  of  the  New-Jerasalera, 

He  died  April  27,  1668,  and  at  his  death  deserved  the  epitaph  once 
allowed  unto  Mentzer; 

EPITAPHIUM. 


biiA.iriiliii    XJLo 

Till    LIFE    OF    MR.    RICHARD    MATHER. 

Flarente  verba,  omnia  Florent  in  EccJesiarum.i — Lothek. 

§  1,  It  is  a  memorable  passage,  which  Doctor  Hall,  after  a  personal 
examination  of  it,  ventures  to  relate  as  most  credible,  [in  his  book  of 
angels,']  that  a  certain  cripple,  called  John  Trelille,  having  been  sixteen 
years  a  miserable  cripple,  did,  upon  three  monitions  in  a  dream  to  do  so, 

TtiE  «rown  of  heuvenly  joj8  Bmi-onnds  hla  br-m.  flouriatiea  nlm. 
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■wash  himself  in  S.  Malhern'a  well,  and  was  immediately  restored  unto  the  use 
of  his  limbs,  and  became  able  to  walk,  and  work,  and  maintain  himself. 

Reader,  if  thou  hast  &Qj  feehleness  upon  thy  mind,  in  regard  either  of 
pie^i  or  thy  perswasion  about  the  church-order  of  the  gospel,  I  will  carry 
thee  now  to  a  well  of  a  S,  Mathern;  which  name,  I  suppose,  to  be  the 
Cornish  pronunciation  of  that  which  waa  worn  by  the  good  man  whose 
history  is  now  going  to  be  offered. 

In  the  night  whereon  our  Lord  was  bom,  there  was  a  glorious  light,  with 
an  host  of  arigela  gloriously  singing  over  Bethlehem ;  and  the  birth  of  the 
"great  and  good  Shepherd"  was  thus  revealed  unto  the  shepherds  of  that 
country.  The  magicians  in  the  East,  whether  they  had  by  their  conver- 
sations with  the  invisible  world  a  readier  eye  to  discern  such  objects,  or 
whether  it  were  only  the  sovereign  and  gracious  providence  of  God  which 
thus  directed  them,  iJiey  probably  saw  that  "glory  of  the  Lord."  Possibly 
to  them  at  a  distance,  it  might  seem  a  new  star  hanging  over  Jud^a;  but 
after  two  years  of  wonder  and  suspense  about  it,  they  were  informed  by 
God  what  it  signified ;  and  when  they  came  near  the  place  of  the  Lord's 
nativity,  it  is  likely  that  this  'jhry  once  again  appeared  for  their  fullest 
satisfaction.  This,  till  I  see  a  ietter  acxiount,  must  be  that  which  I  shall 
take  about  "the  star  of  the  wise  men  in  the  East."  But  I  am  now  to  add, 
that  in  all  ages  there  have  been  stars  to  lead  men  unto  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:  angelical  ■men  employed  in  the  ministry  of  our  Lord  have  been 
those  happy  stars;  and  we  in  the  West  have  been  so  happy  as  to  see  some 
of  the  first  magnitude ;  among  which  one  was  Mr.  Richard  Mather. 

§  2.  It  was  at  a  small  town,  called  Lowton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
Anno  1596,  that  so  greoi  a  man,  as  Mr.  Eichard  Mather  was  horn,  of 
parents  that  were  of  credible  and  ancient  families.  And  these  his  parents, 
though  by  some  disasters  their  estate  was  not  a  little  sunk  below  the  means 
of  their  ancestors,  yet  were  willing  to  bestow  a  liberal  education  on  him; 
upon  occasion  whereof  Mr.  Mather  afterwards  thus  expressed  himself; 

"By  what  principles  and  molives  my  pacenta  were  chiefly  induced  to  Iteep  me  at  school, 
I  have  not  to  say,  nor  do  I  certainly  know:  but  tJiis  I  must  needs  say,  that  this  wus  the  sin- 
gular good  providence  of  God  towards  me,  (who  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  handa,) 
thus  to  incline  theheartsof  my  parents;  forin  this  thing' the  Lord  of  lieaven  shewed  me  such 
favour,  as  had  not  been  shewed  to  many  my  predecessors  and  contemporaries  in  that  place."' 

They  sent  him  to  school  at  "Winwick,  where  they  boarded  him  in  the 
winter;  but  in  the  summer,  so  warm  was  his  desire  of  learning,  that  he 
travelled  every  day  thither,  which  was  .four  miles  from  his  father's  house. 
Whilst  he  was  thus  at  school — MuUa  tulit  fedtque  Piier* — be  met  with  an 
extremity  of  discouragement  from  the  Orhilian-f  harshness  and  fierceness 
of  the  psedagogne;  who,  though  he  had  bred  many  fine  scholars,  yet,  for 
the  severity  of  his  discipline,  came  not  much  behind  the  master  of  Junius, 
who  would  beat  him  eight  times  a  day,  whether  he  were  in  a  fault,  or  )(o 
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fault.  Our  young  Mather,  tired  under  this  captivity,  at  last  frecLueiitly 
and  earnestly  inaportuned  of  his  father  that,  being  taken  from  the  school, 
he  might  be  disposed  unto  some  secular  calling;  but  when  he  had  waded 
through  his  difficulties,  ho  wrote  this  reflection  thereupon: 

"God  intended  better  for  me  than  I  would  have  chosen  for  my  self;  and  therefore  my 
father,  though  in  other  things  indulgent  enough,  yet  in  this  would  never  condescend  to  my 
request,  but  by  putting  mo  in  hope  that,  by  his  apeaWng  to  the  master,  things  would  bo 
amended,  would  still  over  rule  me  to  go  on  in  my  studies:  and  good  it  was  for  me  to  be 
over  ruled  by  Mtn  and  his  discretion,  rather  than  to  be  left  to  my  own  affections  and  desire. 
But,  O  that  al!  school-masters  would  learn  wisdom,  moderation,  and  equity,  towards  theu- 
Hcholars!  and  aeek  rather  to  win  the  hearts  of  children  by  righteous  loving  and  courteous 
usage,  than  to  alienate  their  minds  by  partiality  and  undue  severity;  which  had  been  my 
Utter  undoing,  had  not  the  good  providence  of  God  and  the  wisdom  and  authority  of  my 
father  prevented." 

§  3.  Yea,  and  here  Almighty  God  made  use  of  his  otherwise  cruel 
school-master  to  deliver  this  hopeful  young  man  from  an  apprenticeship 
unto  a  Popish  merchant,  when  he  was  very  near  falling  into  the  woful 
snares  of  such  a  condition ;  which  mercy  of  Heaven  unto  him  was  accom- 
panied with  the  further  mercy  of  living  under  the  ministry  of  one  Mr, 
Palin,  then  preacher  at  Leagh;  of  whom  he  would  loDg  after  say,  "That 
though  his  knowledge  of  that  good  man  was  only  in  hia  childhood,  yet 
the  remembrance  of  him  was  even  in  his  old  age  comfortable  to  him; 
inasmuch  as  he  observed  such  a  penetrating  efficacy  in  the  ministry  of 
that  man,  as  was  not  in  the  common  sort  of  preachers." 

§  4.  There  were  at  this  time  in  Toxteth  Park  near  Liverpool  a  well- 
disposed  people,  who  were  desirous  to  erect  a  school  among  them  for  the 
good  education  of  their  posterity.  This  people,  sending  unto  the  school- 
master of  Wiiawiok,  to  know  whether  he  had  any  scholar  that  he  could 
recommend  for  a  master  of  their  new  school,  Richard  Mather  was  by  him 
recommended  unto  that  service;  and  at  the  perawasion  of  his  friends  to 
attend  that  service,  he  laid  aside  bis  desire  and  his  design  of  going  to  the 
university;  not  unsensible  of  what  hath  been  still  observed,  Sckolas  esse 
Theologice  pedissequas,  ac  seminana  Smpvhlicce.*  Now,  as  it  cannot  justly 
be  reckoned  any  blemish  unto  him,  that  at  fijieen  years  of  age  he  was  a 
school-master,  who  carried  it  with  such  wisdom,  kindness,  and  grave  res- 
ervation, as  to  be  loved  and  feared  by  bis  young  folks,  much  above  the 
most  that  ever  used  the  ferula;  so  it  was  many  ways  advantageous  unto 
him  to  be  thus  employed.  Hereby  he  became  a  more  accurate  grammarian 
than  divines  too  often  are ;  and  at  his  leisure  hours  he  so  studied  as  to 
become  a  notable  proficient  in  the  other  liberal  arts. 

Moreover,  it  was  by  means  hereof  that  he  experinced  an  effectual  con- 
version of  soul  to  God,  in  hia  tender  years,  even  before  his  going  to  Oxford; 
and  thus  he  was  preserved  from  the  temptations  and  corruptions  which 
undid  many  of  hia  contemporaries  in  the  university.     That  more  thorough 

•  Thai  (choDls  of  Theology  are  the  hancimDids  and  nuiseriea  of  Ihe  State. 
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and  real  conversion  in  hira  waa  occasioned  by  observing  a  difference 
between  hia  own  wallr  and  the  most  exact,  watchful,  fruitful,  and  prayerful 
conversation  of  some  in  the  family  of  the  learned  and  pious  Mr.  Edward 
Aspinwal,  of  Toxteth,  where  he  sojourned.  Thia  exemplary  walk  of  that 
holy  man  caused  many  sad  fears  to  arise  in  his  own  aoul,  that  he  was 
himself  owi  of  Gie  way;  which  consideration,  with  his  hearing  of  Mr.  Har- 
rison, then  a  fomous  minister  at  Hyton,  preach  about  regeneration,  and 
his  reading  of  Mr.  Perkins'  book,  that  shows,  "how  far  a  reprobate  may 
go  in  religion;"  were  the  means  whereby  the  God  of  heaven  brought  him 
into  the  state  of  a  new  creature.  The  troubles  of  soul  which  attended  his 
new  Urth  were  so  exceeding  terrible,  that  he  would  often  retire  from  his 
appointed  meals  unto  secret  places,  to  lament  his  miseries;  hut  after  some 
time,  and  about  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  the  good  Spirit  of  God 
healed  his  broken  heart,  by  pouring  thereinto  the  evangelical  consolations 
of  "His  great  and  precious  promises." 

§  5.  After  thia,  he  became  a  more  eminent  blessing,  in  the  calling 
wherein  God  had  now  disposed  him;  and  such  notice  was  taken  of  him, 
that  many  persons  were  sent  unto  him,  even  from  remote  places,  for  their 
education;  whereof  not  a  few  went  well  accomplished  from  him  to  the 
university.  But  having  spent  some  years  in  this  employment,  he  judged 
it  many  ways  advantageous  for  him  to  go  unto  the  university  himself,  that 
he  might  there  converse  with  learned  men  and  books,  and  more  improve 
himself  in  learning  than  he  could  have  done  at  home.  Accordingly  at 
Oxford,  and  particularly  at  Brazen -Nose -College  in  Oxford,  he  now  resided, 
where,  together  with  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  old  scholars,  who  had  by 
his  education  been  fitted  for  their  being  there,  he  had  the  opportunity  fur- 
ther to  enrich  himself  by  study,  by  conference,  by  disputation,  and  other 
academical  entertainment :  as  considering,  that  the  lamps  were  to  be  lighted, 
before  the  incense  was  to  he  burned  in  the  sanctuary.  And  here  he  was 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  famous  Dr.  Woral,  bV  whose  advice  he 
read  the  works  of  Peter  Ramus  with  a  singular  attention  and  affection; 
which  advice  he  did  not  afterwards  repent  that  he  had  followed. 

§  6.  But  it  waa  not  very  long  before  the  people  of  Toxteth  sent  after 
him,  that  he  would  return  unto  them,  and  instruct,  not  their  children  as  a> 
school-master,  but  themselves  as  a  miniskr:  with  which  invitation  he  at  last 
complied;  and  at  Toxteth,  November  13, 1618,  he  preached  his  yirsfsennora 
with  great  acceptance  in  a  vast  assembly  of  people:  but  such  was  the 
strength  of  his  memory,  that  what  he  had  prepared  for  one,  contained  no 
less  than  six  long  discourses.  He  was  after  thia  ordained  with  many  others, 
by  Dr.  Morton,  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  who,  after  the  ordination  waa  over, 
singled  out  Mr.  Mather  from  t]ie  rest,  saying,  "I  have  something  to  say 
betwixt  you  and  me  alone,"  Mr.  Mather  was  now  jealous  that  some 
informations  might  have  been  exhibited  against  him  for  his  Puritanism; 
instead  of  which,  when  the  Bishop  had  him  alone,  what  he  said  unto  him 
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was,  "I  have  an  earnest  request  unto  you,  sir,  and  yoa  must  not  deny 
me:  'tis  that  you  would  pray  for  me;  for  I  know  {said  he)  the  prayers 
of  men  that  fear  God  will  avail  much,  and  you  I  helieve  are  such  a  one." 
And  being  so  settled  in  Toxteth,  he  married  the  daughter  of  Edmund 
Holt,  Esq.  of  Bury,  in  Lancashire,  September  29,  1624,  which  vertuous 
gentlewoman  God  made  a  rich  blessing  to  him  for  thirty  years  together, 
and  a  mother  of  six  sons,  most  of  whom  afterwards  proved  famous  in  their 
generation. 

§  7.  He  preached  every  Lord's  day  twice  at  Toxteth,  and  every  fortnight 
he  held  a  Tuesday  lecture  at  Prescot:  besides  which,  he  often  preached 
"Upon  the  holy-days,  not  as  thinking  that  any  day  was  now  holy,  except  the 
Christian  weekly  Sabbath,  but  because  there  was  then  an  opportunity  to 
cast  the  net  of  the  gospel  among  miKh  fish  in  great  assemblies,  which  then 
were  convened,  and  would  otherwise  have  been  worse  employed.  In  this, 
he  followed  the  examples  of  the  apostles,  who  preached  most  in  populous 
places,  and  this  also  on  the  Jewish  Sabbaths,  which  yet  were  so  far  abro- 
gated, that  they  charged  the  faithful  to  "let  no  man  judge  them"  in  im- 
posing the  observation  thereof  upon  them. 

He  preached  likewise  very  frequently  at  funerals,  as  knowing  that  though 
funeral  sermons  are  wholly  disused  in  some  reformed  churches,  and  have 
been  condemned  by  some  decrees  of  councils,  yet  this  was  chiefly  because 
of  the  common  error  committed  in  the  lavish  "praises  of  the  dead"  on 
9uch  occasions,  which  therefore  he  avoided ;  instead  thereof,  only  giving 
"counsels  to  the  living."  Indeed,  the  custom  of  preaching  at  funerals 
may  seem  ethnical  in  its  original;  for  Publicola  made  an  excellent  oration 
in  the  praise  of  Brutus,  with  which  the  people  were  so  taken,  that  it 
became  a  custom  for  famous  men,  after  this,  at  their  death,  to  be  so  cele- 
brated; and  when  the  women  among  the  Eomans  parted  with  their  orna- 
ments, for  the  public  weal,  the  senate  made  it  lawful  for  women  also  to 
be  in  the' like  manner  celebrated.  Sine  mf^tuos  Lavdandi  Mos  fluxit,  quern 
nos  hodie  serva/nvus,*  if  Polydore  Virgil  may,  as  he  sometimes  may,  be 
believed.  But  the  Madgeburgcnsian  centuriators  tell  us  that  this  rite  was 
not  practised  in  the  church  before  the  beginning  of  the  aposi^icy.  However, 
this  watchful  minister  of  oux  Lord  made  his  funeral  speeches  to  be  but  a 
faithful  discharge  of  his  ministry  in  admonitions  concerning  the  last  things 
whereby  the  living  might  be  edified.  But  thus  in  bis  publick  ministry, 
he  went  over  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  in  the  second  of  Samuel;  the  first 
chapter  of  Proverbs;  the  first  and  sixth  chapters  of  Isaiah;  the  twenty- 
second  and  twenty-third  chapters  of  Luke;  the  eighth  chapter  of  the 
KomanS;  the  second  Epistle  to  Timothy;  the  second  Epistle  of  John,  and 
the  Epistle  of  Jude. 

%  8.  Having  spent  about  fifteen  years,  thus,  in  the  labours  of  his  minis- 
try, his  lecture  at  Prescot  in  fine,  gave  him  to  find  the  truth  of  Quintilian'a 
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,  Magnam  Famam  et  Magnam  Quktem,  eodem  Titmpore,  Nsmo 
potest  Acguirere.*  Through  the  malice  of  Satan,  and  the  envy  of  the 
satanical,  there  were  now  brought  against  him  those  complaints  for  hia 
non-conformity  to  the  ceremonies,  which  in  August,  1633,  procured  him  to 
be  suspended.  The  suspension  continued  upon  him  till  the  November 
following,  but  then,  by  the  intercession  of  some  gentlemen  in  Lancashire, 
and  the  influence  of  Simon  Biby,  a  near  alliance  of  the  Bishop's  visitor, 
he  was  restored.  After  his  restoration,  he  more  exactly  than  ever  studied 
the  points  of  church-discipline;  and  the  effect  of  hia  most  careful  studies 
was,  that  the  Congregational  way,  asserted  by  Cartwright,  Parker,  Baines 
and  Ames,  was  the  pitch  of  Eeformatioa  which  he  judged  the  Scriptures 
directed  the  servants  of  the  Lord  humbly  to  endeavour.  But  this  liberty 
was  not  longer  lived  than  the  year  1634,  for  the  Arch-Bishop  of  York 
now  was  that  gentleman  whom  King  James  pleasantly  admonished  of  hia 
preaching  Popery,  because  of  some  unacceptable  things  in  his  conduct, 
which  taught  the  people  "to  pray  for  a  blessing  on  his  dead  predecessor;" 
and  he  now  sending  his  visitors,  among  whom  the  famous  Dr.  Oousins  was 
one,  into  Lancashire,  where  they  kept  their  court  at  Wigan,  among  other 
hard  tilings,  they  passed  a  sentence  of  suspension  upon  Mr.  Mather,  meerly 
for  his  non-conformity.  His  judges  were  not  willing  that  he  should  offer 
the  reasons  which  made  him  conscientiously  so  disposed,  as  then  he  was, 
but  the  "glorious  Spirit  of  God"  enabled  him,  with  much  wisdom,  to 
encounter  what  they  put  upon  him;  insomuch,  that  in  his  private  manu- 
scripts, he  entred  this  memorial  of  it : 

"In  the  passages  of  that  day,  I  have  this  to  Wesa  the  name  of  God  for,  that  the  terrour 
of  their  threnteniiig  words,  of  their  puraovaiita,  and  of  Uie  rest  of  Uieir  pomp,  did  not  ter- 
rilje  my  mind,  bat  IJiat  I  could  stand  before  them  without  being  daunted  in  the  least  mea- 
sure, but  answered  for  my  self  such  words  of  truth  and  sobt^meaa  as  the  Lord  put  into  my 
mouth,  not  being  afraid  of  their  facoa  at  nil:  which  supporting  and  comforting  presence  of 
tlie  Lord,  I  count  not  much  less  mercy,  tlian  if  I  had  been  altogether  preserved  out  of 
their  hands," 

But  all  means  used  afterwards  to  get  off  this  unhappy  suspension  were 
ineffectual;  for  when  the  visitors  had  been  informed  that  he  had  been  a 
mmister  jyieen  years,  arid  all  that  while  never  wore  a  surpliss,  one  of  them 
swore,  "It  had  been  better  for  him  that  he  had  gotten  seven  bastards," 

§  9.  He  now  betook  himself  to  a  private  life,  without  hope  of  again 
enjoying  the  liberty  of  doing  any  more  public&  works  in  his  native  land; 
but  herewitha!  foreseeing  a  storm,  of  calamities  like  to  be  hastened  on  the 
land,  by  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  incensed  particularly  at  the  injustice  used 
in  depriving  the  truly  conscientious  of  their  liberty,  his  wishes  became 
like  those  of  the  deprived  psalmist,  "0,  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove!  lo 
then  would  I  wander  far  off,  and  remain  in  the  wilderness;  I  would  has- 
ten my  escape  from  the  windy  storm  and  t 

•  Nobod;  can  Bohieve  great  fame  nnil  gr 
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New-England  was  the  retreat  which  now  offered  it  self  unto  him:  and 
a«3ordingly,  he  drew  up  some  arguments  for  his  removal  thither,  which 
arguments  were,  indeed,  the  very  reasons  that  moved  the  first  fathers  of 
New-England  unto  that  unparalleled  undertaking  of  transporting  their 
families  with  themselves,  over  the  Atlantic  ocean: 

I,  A  removal  from  a  corrupt  church  to  a  purer.  [of  more  qujel  and  safely. 

IL  A  removal  from  a  place  where  the  truth  and  professors  of  it  are  perseculed,  unto  a  pJaee 

III.  A  removal  from  a  place  where  all  the  ordinances  of  God  camiot  be  enjoyed,  unto  a 
place  where  they  may. 

IV.  A  removal  from  a  church  where  the  discipline  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  wanting, 
unto  a  church  where  it  may  bo  practised. 

V.  A  removal  from  a  place,  where  the  miniaters  of  God  are  unjustly  inhibited  Irom  the 
execution  of  their  fnnetions,  to  a  place  where  they  may  more  freely  execute  the  same. 

VL  A  removal  from  a  place,  where  there  are  fearful  signa  of  desolation,  to  a  place  where 
one  may  have  well  grounded  hope  of  God's  protection. 

Such  a  removal  he  jiidged  that  unto  New-England  ]iow  hefore  him. 

These  considerations  were  presented  unto  many  ministers  and  Chris- 
tians of  Lancashire,  at  several  meetings,  whereby  they  were  perswaded, 
and  even  his  own  people  of  Toxteth,  who  dearly  loved  him  and  prized 
him,  could  not  gain-say  it,  that  by  removing  to  New-England,  he  would 
not  go  out  of  his  way.  And  hereunto  he  was  the  more  inclined  by  the 
letters  of  some  great  persons,  who  had  already  settled  in  the  country; 
among  whom  the  renowned  Hooker  was  one,  who  in  his  letters  thus 
expressed  himself:  "In  a  word,  if  I  may  speak  my  own  thoughts  freely 
and  fully,  though  there  are  very  many  places  where  men  may  receive  and 
expect  more  earthly  commodities,  yet  do  I  believe  there  is  no  place  this 
day  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  where  a  gracious  heart  and  a  judicious 
head  may  receive  more  spiritual  good  to  himself,  and  do  more  temporal 
and  spiritual  good  to  others."  Wherefore,  being  satisfied  in  his  design 
for  New-England,  after  extraordinary  supplication  for  the  smiles  of  Heaven 
upon  him  in  it,  he  took  his  leave  of  his  friends  in  Lancashire,  with  affec- 
tions on  both  sides  like  those  wherewith  Paul  bid  farewell  to  his  in  Ephe- 
sus;  and  in  April,  1635,  he  made  his  journey  unto  Bristol,  to  take  ship 
there;  being  forced,  as  once  Brentius  was,  to  change  his  apparel,  that  he 
might  escape  the  pursevants,  who  were  endeavouring  to  apprehend  him. 

§  10.  On  May  23,  1635,  he  set  sail  from  Bristol  for  New-England:  but 
when  he  came  upon  the  coasts  of  New-England,  there  arose  an  horrible 
hurricane,  from  the  dangers  whereof  his  deliverance  was  remarkable,  and 
well  nigh  miraculous.  The  best  account  of  it  will  be  from  his  journal, 
where  the  relation  runs  in  these  words: 

"August  15, 1635. — The  Lord  had  not  yet  done  iiith  us,  nor  had  ho  let  ua  seo  ail  hia 
power  and  goodness,  which  he  would  have  iis  take  the  knowledge  of.  And  therefore  about 
break  of  day  he  sent  a  most  terrible  storm  of  rain  and  easterly  wind,  whereby  we  were,  I 
think,  in  as  much  danger  as  ever  people  were.  When  we  came  to  land,  we  found  many 
mighty  trees  rent  in  pieces  in  the  midst  of  the  boie,  and  others  turned  up  by  th&  roots,  fay 
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fierceness  thereof-  We  lost  n  th  t  m  n  g  three  anchors  and  cables;  one  having  never 
been  in  the  water  before;  t  web  ken  by  the  violence  of  the  storm,  and  a  third  cut 
by  the  sea-men  in  estremity  f  di  t  a  t  save  the  ship  and  their  and  our  lives.  And 
vfhen  our  cables  and  anchors  we  e  all  1  st  we  had  no  outward  meana  of  deliverance,  but 
by  hoisting  sail,  if  so  be  we  m  1 1  g  1 1  i,  f  om  among  tJie  islands  and  rocks  where  we 
were  anchored.  But  the  Lord  let  us  see  that  our  sails  could  not  help  us  neither,  no  more 
than  the  cables  and  anchors;  for  by  the  force  of  the  wind  and  storm,  the  sails  were  rent 
asunder,  and  split  in  pieces,  as  if  they  bad  been  hut  rotten  rags;  so  that  of  divers  of  them 
there  was  scarce  left  so  much  as  an  hand's-hreadtb  that  was  not  rent  in  pieces  or  blown 
away  into  the  sea;  so  that  at  that  time  all  hope  that  we  should  ha  saved,  in  regocd  of  any 
outward  appearance,  was  utterly  taken  away ;  and  the  rather,  because  we  seemed  to  drive 
with  full  force  of  wind  directly  upon  a  mighty  rock,  atflnding  out  in  sight  above  water;  bo 
that  wo  did  hut  conMnually  wail,  when  we  should  hear  and  feel  the  doleful  crushing  of  the 
ship  upon  the  rock.  In  this  estremity  and  appearance  of  death,  as  distress  and  distraction 
would  suffer  ua,  we  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  was  pleased  to  have  compassion  upon  us; 
for  by  his  over-ruling  providence,  and  his  own  immediate  good  hand,  he  guided  the  ship 
past  the  rook,  asswaged  the  violence  of  the  sea  and  of  the  wind.  It  was  a  day  much  to  he 
remembered,  because  on  that  day  the  Lord  granted  us  as  wonderful  a  deliverance  as,  I 
tiiiak,  ever  any  people  had  felt  The  sea-men  confessed  they  never  knew  the  like.  The 
Lord  so  imprmt  the  memory  of  it  in  our  hearts,  that  we  may  be  the  better  for  it,  and  he 
careful  to  please  him,  and  to  walk  uprightly  before  him  as  long  as  we  iivel  and  I  hope  we 
shall  not  forget  the  passages  of  that  morning  until  our  dying  day.  In  all  this  grievous 
storm,  my /ear  was  the  less,  when  I  considered  the  clearness  of  my  calling  from  God  this 
way.  And  in  some  measure  (the  Lord's  holy  name  be  blessed  for  it !)  he  gave  us  hearts 
contented  and  willing  that  he  should  do  with  us  and  ours  what  he  pleased,  and  what  might 
be  most  for  the  glory  of  his  name;  and  in  that  we  rested  ourselves.  But  when  news  was 
brought  us  into  the  gun-room  that  the  danger  was  past,  Oh!  how  our  hearts  did  then  relent 
and  melt  within  us!  We  hurst  out  into  tears  of  joy  among  ourselves,  in  love  unto  the 
gracious  God,  and  admiration  of  his  kindness,  in  granting  to  his  poor  servants  such  an 
extraordinaiy  and  miraculous  deliverance,  his  holy  name  be  blessed  for  evermore." 

The  storm  being  thus  allayed,  they  came  to  an  anchor  before  Boston, 
August  17,  1635,  where  Mr.  Matlier  abode  for  a  little  while,  and,  with 
his  vertuous  consort,  joined'  unto  the  church  in  that  place. 

1 11.  He  quickly  had  invitations  from  several  towns,  to  bestow  himself 
upon  them,  and  was  in  a  great  strait  which  of  those  invitations  to  accept. 
But  applying  himself  unto  counsel,  as  an  ordinance  of  God,  for  his  direc- 
tion, Dorchester  was  the  place,  whereto  a  council,  wherein  Mr.  Cotton  and 
Mr.  Hooker  were  the  principal,  did  advise  him.  Accordingly  to  Dorches- 
ter be  repaired;  and  the  church  formerly  jjtonft^  there  being  trans^hnled 
with  Mr,  Warham  to  Connecticut,  another  church  was  now  gathered  here, 
August  23,  1636,  by  whose  choice  Mr.  Mather  was  now  become  their 
teacher.  Here  lie  continued  a  blessing  unto  all  the  churches  in  this  wild- 
erness until  his  dying  day,  even  for  near  upon  four  and  thirty  years 
together.  He  underwent  not  now  so  many  changes  as  he  did  before  Ms 
coming  hither ;  and  he  never  changed  his  habitation  after  this  till  he  went 
unto  the  "house  eternal  in  the  heavens;"  albeit  his  old  people  of  Toxteth 
vehemently  solicited  his  return  unto  them  when  the  troublesome  Hier- 
archy in  England  was  c' 
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§  12.  Never  til  eless,  if  Lather's  three  tutors  for  an  able  divine — study, 
and  prayer,  and  temptation — as  Mr  Mather  could  not  leave  the  tvx>  first,  so 
the  last  would  not  leave  him;  the  wilderness  wbereinto  he  was  come,  he 
found  not  without  its  temptations.  He  was  for  some  years  exercised  with 
spiritual  distresses,  and  internal  desertions,  and  uncertainties  about  his 
everlasting  happiness;  which  troubles  of  his  mind  he  revealed  unto  that 
eminent  person  Mr.  Norton,  whose  well-adapted  words  comforted  his 
weary  soul.  It  was  in  these  dark  hours  thai  a  gl&rioiis  light  rose  unto  hirn, 
with  a  certain  disposition  of  soul,  which  I  find  in  his  private  papers  thus 
expressed;  "My  heart  relented  with  tears  at  this  prayer,  that  God  would 
not  deny  me  an  heart  to  bless  him,  and  not  blaspheme  him,  that  is  so  holy, 
just,  and  good;  though  I  should  be  excluded  from  his  presence,  and  go 
down  into  everlasting  darkness  and  discomfort."  But  when  these  terrible 
temptations  from  within  were  over,  there  were  several  and  successive  afflic- 
tions, which  he  did  from  abroad  meet  withal:  of  all  which  afflictions,  the 
most  calamitous  was  the  death  of  his  dear,  good,  and  wise  consort,  by 
whose  discreet  management  of  his  affairs  he  had  been  so  released  from 
all  secular  incumbrances,  as  to  be  wholly  at  liberty  for  the  sacred  employ- 
ment of  his  ministry.  However,  after  ho  had  continued  in  his  widow- 
hood a  year  and  a  half,  the  state  of  his  family  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  apply  himself  unto  a  second  marriage;  which  he  made  with  the  pious 
widow  of  the  most  famous  Mr.  John  Cotton;  and  her  did  God  make  a 
blessing  unto  him  the  rest  of  his  days. 

§  13.  My  describing  his  general  manner  of  life,  after  he  came  to  Kew- 
England,  shall  be  only  a  transcribing  of  those  vows  which,  though  he 
made  before  his  coming  thither,  yet  he  then  renewed.  In  his  private 
papers,  wherein  he  left  some  records  of  the  days  which  he  spent  some- 
times in  secret  humiliations  and  supplications  before  the  God  of  heaven, 
and  of  the  assurances  which  with  the  tears  of  a  melted  soul  in  those  days 
he  received  of  blessings  obtained  for  himself,  his  children,  his  people,  and 
the  whole  country,  I  find  recording  the  ensuing  instrument: 

" Promissiones  Deo  factce,  per  me,')  P"'l.l:sn.  13,  14. 
"Eichardum  Matherum,* 


"21  D.     6  M.  1633.  J   Nth.  ix.  33,  wiih  x,  39,  30,  31,  &,c. 

"1.    TOOCniNG  TEIE  MIl^ISTRY. 
"  1.  To  be  more  painful  and  dilllgent  in  private  pveparations  for  preaching',  by  reading', 
meditation,  and  prayer;  and  not  slightly  and  superfieially — Jer,  Jthiii.  10;  Eedes.  ix,  10; 
1  Tim.  ir.  13.  15. 
"3.  In  and  after  preaching,  to  strive  seriously  agjiinst  inward  pride  and  vain-glory. 
"  3,  Before  and  after  preaching,  to  beg  by  prayer  the  Lord's  blessing  on  hia  word,  for  the 
good  of  souls,  more  carefully  than  in  time  past. — 1  Cor.  iii.  6;  Acts  svi.  14. 
*  PromlBea  made  lo  G<id  bf  me,  RIcliud  Mather. 
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"IL    TOUCHING  TEE  Kajtf/tr. 

"  1.  To  be  more  frequent  in  religious  discourse  and  tallt,  Deut.  vi,  7. 

"3.  To  bo  more  careful  in  catechising  children. — (Jen.  sviiL  19;  Prov.  xxii.  6;  Eph.  Ti.  4. 
And  therefore  to  bestow  some  pains  this  way,  ecery  loeet  oiioe;  and  if  by  urgent  occasions 
it  be  BOmetJmea  omitted,  to  do  it  twice  as  much  another  wcelt. 
"HI.  TOUCHING  xr SELF. 

"1.  To  strive  more  agiunst  worldly  cares  and  fears,  and  ngainst  the  inordinate  love  of 
earthly  things.— Mat.  vi.  35,  &o. ;  Psal.  Iv.  22 ;  1  Pet.  v.  1 ;  Phil.  iv.  6. 

"3.  To  be  more  frequent  and  constant  in  private  prayer. — Mat.  vi.  6,  and  xiv.  23;  Psal. 
Iv.  17;  Dan.  vi,  10. 

"3.  To  practise  more  carefully,  and  seriously,  and  frequently,  the  duty  of  aelf-cxamina- 
tion. — Lam.  iiL  40;  Psal.  iv.  4;  Psal.  nxix.  69;  especially  before  the  receiving  of  the  Lord's 
Supper;  I  Cor.  xi  28.  [xx.  13. 

"4.  To  strive  against  carnal  security,  and  excessive  sleeping. — Prov.  vi.  9,  10;  and  Prov. 

"5.  To  strive  against  vain  janghrg,  and  miapending  precious  time.— Eph.  v.  16. 


"  1.  To  be  more  careful  and  zealons,  to  do  good  unto  theif  souls,  by  private  exhortaljons, 
reproofe,  instructions,  conferences  of  God's  word. — Prov.  x.  21,  and  xv,  17;  Lev.  xix.  17; 
Psal.  xxxvii.  30. 

"2.  To  be  ready  to  do  offices  of  love  and  kindness,  not  only  or  principally  for  the  praise 
of  men,  to  purchase  commendation  for  a  good  neighbour,  but  rather  out  of  conscience  to 
the  commandment  of  God. — Phil.  iL  4;  1  Cor.  x.  24;  Heh.  xiii.  16. 

"Renewed  with  a  profession  of  disabilities  in  my  self,  for  performance,  and  of  desire  to 
fetch  power  from  Christ,  thereunto  to  live  upon  him,  and  act  from  him,  in  all  spiritual 
d.ti.,.-15.  D.  6.  M.  ims.  B,„„  j,^„.„ 

§  14.  His  -way  of  preaching  was  very  plain,  studiously  avoiding  obscure 
and  foreign  terms,  and  unnecessary  citation  of  Latin  sentences;  and  aim- 
ing to  shoot  his  arrows,  not  over  the  heads,  but  into  the  hearts  of  his  hear- 
ers. Yet  so  scripturally  and  so  powerfully  did  he  preach  his  plain  sermons, 
that  Mr.  Hooker  would  say,  "My  brother  Mather  is  a  mighty  man;"  and 
indeed  he  saw  a  great  success  of  his  labours,  in  both  Englands,  converting 
many  souls  unto  God.  His  voice  was  loud  and  big,  and  uttered  with  a 
deliberate  veheraency,  it  procured  unto  hia  ministry  an  awful  and  very 
taking  majesty;  nevertheless,  the  substantial  and  rational  matter  delivered 
by  him,  caused  his  ministry  to  take  yet  more  where-ever  he  came. 
"Whence,  even  while  he  was  a  young  man,  Mr.  Gellibrand,  a  famous  min- 
ister in  Lauc^hire,  hearing  him,  enquired  what  his  name  was?  when 
answer  was  made,  that  his  name  was  Mather;  he  replied,  "Nay,  his  name 
shall  be  Matter;  for,  believe  it,  this  man  hath  good  substance  in  him." 
He  was  indeed  a  person  eminently  judicious,  in  the  opinion  of  such  as 
were  not  in  controversies  then  managed  of  his  own  opinion ;  by  the  same 
token,  that  when  Dr.  Parr,  then  Bishop  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  heard  of  Mr. 
Mather's  being  silenced,  he  lamented  it,  saying,  "  If  Mr.  Mather  be  silenced, 
I  am  sorry  for  it;  for  he  was  a  solid  man,  and  the  Church  of  God  hath  a 
great  loss  of  him."  And  it  was  because  of  his  being  esteemed  so  judicious 
a  person,  that  among  the  ministers  of  Kew-England,  he  was  improved 
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more  than  tlie  most,  in  explaining  and  maintaining  the  points  of  Church- 
Government  then  debated.  The  discourse  about  the  Church- Govenant,  and 
the  answer  to  the  thiriy  two  questions,  both  written  in  the  year  1639,  though 
they  pass  under  the  name  of  the  ministers  of  Kew-England,  Mr.  Mather 
was  the  sole  author  of  them.  And  when  the  "  Platform  of  Church-Disci- 
pline" was  agreed  by  a  Synod  of  these  churches,  in  the  year  1647,  Mr, 
Mather's  model  was  that  out  of  which  it  was  chiefly  taken. 

And  being  thereto  desired,  he  also  prepared  for  the  press  a  very 
elaborate  composure,  which  he  entituled,  "A  Plea  for  the  Churches  of 
New-England" 

Moreover,  to  defend  the  Congregational,  in  those  lesser  punctilio's, 
wherein  it  seems  to  differ  from  the  "Presbyterian  way  of  Church-Grovern- 
ment,"  he  printed  one  little  book  in  answer  to  Mr.  Herl,  and  another  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Eutherford ;  and  yet  was  he  so  little  Browniatically  affected, 
that  besides  his  apprehension  of  so  vicious  and  infamous  a  man  as  Brown's 
not  being  likely  to  be  the  discoverer  of  any  momentous  truth  in  religion, 
he  wrote  a  treatise  to  prove,  that  whatever  priviledge  and  liberty  may  belong 
to  the  fraternity,  the  rule  of  the  church  belongs  only  to  its  presbytery. 
Furthermore,  when  the  propositions  of  the  Synod,  in  1662,  were  opposed 
by  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr,  Mather  was  called  upon  to  answer  him;  which  he 
did,  and  therein,  as  in  his  former  answers,  he  gave  such  instances  of  a 
close  regard  unto  the  truth  and  the  cause,  without  the  least  expression  or 
disrespect  unto  the  persons  answered,  that,  as  my  reverend  friend  Mr. 
Higglnson  hath  said  sometimes  to  me,  "  He  was  a  pattern  for  all  answers 
to  the  end  of  the  world," 

But  as  he  judged  that  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  should  be,  he  was  a  very 
hard  student:  yea,  so  intent  was  he  upon  his  beloved  studies,  that  the 
morning  before  be  died,  he  importuned  the  friends  that  watched  with 
him  to  help  him  into  the  room,  where  he  thought  his  usual  Mwfo  and 
hooks  expected  him;  to  satisfle  his  importunity,  they  began  to  lead  him 
thither;  but  finding  himself  unable  to  get  out  of  his  lodging-room,  he 
said,  "I  see  I^am  not  able;  I  have  not  been  in  my  study  several  days; 
and  is  it  not  a  lamentable  thing,  that  I  should  lose  so  much  time?"  He 
was  truly  "abundant  in  his  labours;"  for  though  he  was  very  frequent  in 
hearing  the  word  from  others,  riding  to  the  lectures  in  the  neighbouring 
towns  till  his  disease  disabled  him,  and  even  to  old  age  writing  notes  at 
those  lectures,  as  the  renowned  Hildersham  likewise  did  before  him;  yet 
he  preached  for  the  most  part  of  every  Lord's  day  twice;  and  a  lecture 
once  a  fortnight,  besides  many  occasional  sermons  both  in  publiek  and 
private;  and  many  "cases  of  conscience,"  which  were  brought  unto  him 
to  be  discussed.  Thus  his  ministry  in  Dorchester,  besides  innumerable 
other  texts  of  scripture,  went  over  the  book  of  Genesis,  to  chap,  xxxviii.; 
the  sixteenth  Psalm;  the  whole  book  of  the  Prophet  Zachariah;  Matthew's 
gospel  to  chap,  xv, ;  the  fifth  chapter  in  the  first  Epistle  to  the  '7' 
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lonians;  and  the  whole  second  Epistle  of  Peter;  hia  notes  wliereon  he 
reviewed  and  renewed,  and  fitted  for  the  press  before  his  death. 

He  also  published  a  treatise  of  justiJicaMon,  whereof  Mr.  Cotton  and 
Mr,  Wilson  gave  this  testimony:  "Thou  sbalt  find  this  little  treatise  to  be 
like  Mary's  box  of  apUienard,  which,  washing  the  paths  of  Christ  towai'ds 
us,  (as  that  did  his/ee()  will  be  fit  to  perfume  not  only  the  whole  house  of 
God  with  the  odour  of  his  grace,  but  also  thy  soul  with  the  oyl  of  gladness, 
above  what  creature  comforts  can  afford.  The  manner  of  handling  thou 
shalt  find  to  be  solid,  judicious,  succinct,  and  pithy,  fit  (by  the  blessing  of 
Christ)  to  make  wise  unto  salvation."  And  besides  these  things,  he  pub- 
lished catechisms,  a  leaser  and  a  larger,  so  well  formed,  that  a  Luther  him- 
self would  not  have  been  ashamed  of  being  a  learner  from  them. 

Nevertheless,  after  all  these  works,  he  was,  as  Naaianzen  saith  of  Atha- 
nasius,  'T-^/tiKTos  mTs  ifyoi;,  TUiriivos  Ss  tois  9pov»ifinrfi : — "As  hw  in  his  thoughts, 
as  he  was  high  in  his  works."  He  never  became  "twice  a  child"  through 
infirmity,  but  was  always  one,  as  our  Saviour  bath  commanded  us,  in 
humility. 

%  15.  A  Jerom  would  weep  at  the  daa&  of  such  a  man,  as  portending 
evil  to  the  place  of  his  former,  useful,  holy  U/e:  but  such  an  occasion  of 
tears,  the  death  of  Mr.  Mather  must  at  last  give  to  his  bereaved  people. 

Some  years  before  his  death,  [having  sent  over  unto  his  old  flock  in 
Lancashire,  a  like  testimony  of  bis  concernment  for  them]  he  composed 
and  published,  "A  Farewel  Exhortation  to  tJie  Church  and  People  of  Dor- 
chester," consisting  of  seven  directions,  wherein  his  flock  might  read  the 
design  and  spirit  of  his  whole  ministry  among  them ;  on  a  certain  Lord's 
day  he  did,  by  the  hands  of  his  deacons,  put  these  little  books  into  the 
hands  of  his  congregation,  that  so  whenever  he  should  by  death  take  his 
farewel  of  them,  they  might  still  remember  how  they  had  been  exhorted. 
But  old  age  came  now  upon  him,  wherein,  though  his  hearing  was  decayed, 
and  (aa  with  great  Zanchy)  the  sight  of  one  of  his  eyes,  yet  upon  all  other 
accounts  he  enjoyed  an  health,  both  of  body  and  spirit,  which  was  very 
wonderful,  and  agreeable  as  well  to  his  hardy  constitution,  as  to  the  simple 
and  whohome  diet  whereto  he  still  accustomed  himself  He  never  made 
use  of  any  physician  all  bis  days;  nor  was  he  ever  sick  of  any  acw(e  disease, 
nor  in  fifty  years  together  by  any  sickness  detained  so  much  as  one  Lord's 
day  from  his  publick  labours.  Only  the  two  last  years  of  his  life,  he  felt 
that  which  has  been  called  Flagellvm,  Studiosorum,^  namely.  Hie  stone,  which 
proved  the  tombstone,  whereby  all  his  labours  and  sorrows  were  in  fine 
brought  unto  a  period. 

1 16.  A  council  of  neighbouring  churches  being  assembled  at  Boston, 
April  13, 1669,  to  advise  about  some  differences  arisen  there,  Mr.  Mather, 
for  his  age,  grace,  and  wisdom,  was  chosen  the  Moderator  of  that  reverend 
assembly.    For  divers  days,  whilst  he  was  attending  this  consultation,  he 


ogle 


OE,    THE    HISTOIiT    OF    NEW-ENGLAND,  455 

enjoyed  Lia  liealtli  better,  than  of  some  later  months;  but  as  Luther  was 
at  a  Synod  surprised  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  stone,  which  caused  him  to 
return  home,  with  little  hope  of  life,  so  it  was  with  this  holy  man.  On 
April  16,  lodging  at  the  house  of  his  worthy  son,  a  minister  in  Boston, 
he  was  taken  very  ill  with  a  total  stoppage  of  urine,  wherein,  according  to 
Solomon's  expression  of  it,  "The  wheel  was  broken  at  the  cistern,"  So 
his  Lord  found  him  about  the  blessed  work  of  a  peace-maker;  and  with 
an  allusion  to  the  note  of  the  German  Phantx,  Mr,  Shepard,  of  Charles- 
town,  put  that  stroke  afterwards  into  his  Epitaph : 

Vixcraf  in  Sgnodis,  Moritw  Moderator  in  Illis.' 

Returning  by  coach,  thus  ill,  unto  his  house  in  Dorchester,  he  lay 
patiently  expecting  of  bis  change;  and,  indeed,  was  a  "pattern  of  patience 
to  all  spectators,  for  all  survivors.  Though  he  lay  in  a  mortal  extremity 
of  pain,  he  never  shrieked,  he  rarely  groaned,  with  it;  and  when  he  was 
able,  he  took  delight  in  reading  Dr.  Goodwin's  discourse  about  patience, 
in  which  book  he  read  until  the  very  day  of  his  death.  When  they  asked 
"how  he  did?"  his  usual  answer  was,  "Far  from  well,  yet  far  better  than 
mine  iniquities  deserve,"  And  when  hia  son  said  unto  him,  "Sir,  God 
hath  shewed  his  great  faithfulness  unto  you,  having  upheld  you  now  for 
the  space  of  more  than  fifty  years  in  his  service,  and  employed  you  therein 
without- ceasing,  which  can  be  said  of  very  few  men  on  the  face  of  the 
earth;"  he  replied,  "You  say  true;  I  must  acknowledge  the  mercy  of 
God  hath  been  great  towards  me  all  my  days;  but  I  must  also  acknowl- 
edge that  I  have  had  many  failings,  and  the  thoughts  of  them  abaseth  me, 
and  worketh  patience  in  me."  So  did  he,  like  Austin,  having  the  "Peni- 
tential Psalms"  before  him  until  he  died,  keep  up  a  "spirit  of  repentance" 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Indeed,  this  excellent  man  did  not  speak  much  in 
his  last  sickness  to  those  that  were  about  him,  having  spoken  so  muoh 
before.  Only  his  son  perceiving  the  symptoms  of  death  upon  him,  said, 
"  Sir,  if  there  be  any  special  thing  which  you  would  recommend  nnto  me 
to  do,  in  case  the  Lord  should  spare  me  on  eartk  after  you  are  in  heaven, 
I  would  intreat  you  to  express  it ;"  at  which,  after  a  little  pause,  with  lifted 
eyes  and  hands,  he  returned,  "A  special  thing  which  I  would  commend 
to  you  is,  care  concerning  the  rising  generation  in  this  country,  that  they 
be  brought  under  the  government  of  Christ  in  his  church,  and  that  when 
grown  up,  and  qualified,  they  have  baptism  for  their  children.  I  must 
confess  I  have  been  defective  as  to  practice ;  yet  I  have  publickly  declared 
my  judgment,  and  manifested  my  desires  to  practice  that  which  I  think 
ought  to  be  attended ;  but  the  dissenting  of  some  in  our  church  discouraged 
me.  I  have  thought  that  persons  might  have  right  to  baptism,  and  yet 
not  to  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  I  see  no  cause  to  alter  my  judgment,  as  to 
that  particular.     And  I  still  think,  that  persons  qualified,  according  to  the 
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fifth  proposition  of  the  late  Synod-Book,  have  right  to  baptism  for  their 
children."  His  dolours  continued  on  him  till  April  22,  at  night;  when 
he  q^uietly  breathed  forth  his  last;  after  lie  had  been  about  seventy-three 
years  a  citizen  of  the  world,  and  fifty  years  a  minister  in  the  church  of  God. 
§  17.  The  presage  which  he  had  upon  his  mind  of  his  own  approaching 
dissolution,  was  like  that  in  Ambrose  among  the  ancients,  and  in  Gesner, 
Melanethon,  and  Sandford,  among  the  modern  divines;  whence  the  last 
of  the  texts,  whereon  he  insisted,  in  his  public  ministry,  was  that  in  2  Tim. 
iv.  6,  7,  8:  "The  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand — I  have  finished  my 
course."  And  the  last  before  that,  was  that. in  Job  xiv.  14:  "All  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change  come."  And  for  a 
private  conference,  he  had  prepared  a  sermon  on  those  words,  in  2  Cor.  v. 
1;  "For  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dis- 
solved, we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens;"  but  by  his  removal  from  this  hoiiss  to  that,  he  was  pre- 
vented in  the  preaching  of  the  sermon.  How  ready  he  was  for  the  hst 
end  of  his  days  thus  expected,  is  a  little  expressed  in  certain  passages  of 
his  last  will;  the  whole  of  which,  if  I  should  here  transcribe  it,  after  the 
example  of  Beza,  writing  the  life  of  Calvin,  and  Bannosius,  writing  the 
life  of  Eamus,  and  other  such  examples,  it  would  be  no  ungrateful  enter- 
tainment, but  I  shall  only  offer  that  one  paragraph,  wherein  his  words  were : 

"Concerning  deaSi,  as  I  do  believe,  it  ia  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die;  so  beoanse  I 
BM  Q  great  ded  of  unprofitableness  in  my  own  life,  and  because  God  hath  also  let  me  see 
aucb  vanity  and  emptiness  even  in  the  best  of  those  comforts  which  this  life  can  afford,  th.it 
I  think  I  may  truly  say,  that  'I  have  seen  an  end  of  all  perfection:  therefore,  if  it  were  tlio 
will  of  God,  I  should  be  giad  to  be  removed  hence,  whore  the  best  that  ia  to  be  had  doth 
yield  such  little  satiafactiou  to  my  aoui,  and  to  be  brought  into  his  presence  in  glory,  that 
there  I  might  find  (for  there  I  know  it  is  to  be  had)  that  satisfying  and  all-sufficient  contetO- 
menl  in  him,  which  under  the  sun  is  not  lo  be  enjoyed;  in  the  mean  time,  I  desire  to  stay 
the  Lord's  leisure.     But  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long!" 

Thus  lived  and  thus  died  Eichard  Mather;  able  to  make  his  appeal  unto 
an  evil  world,  at  his  leaving  of  it: 


§  18.  The  special  favour  of  God  which  was  granted  unto  some  of  the 
ancients,  that  their  sons  after  them  succeeded  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel 
-—and  which  was  particularly  granted  unto  the  happy  fathers  of  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  Gregory  Nyssen,  Basil  and  Hillary— iAzs  was  enjoyed  by  many 
of  those  good  men  that, planted  our  New-English  churches,  hut  by  none 
more  comfortably  than  by  Mr.  Mather.  It  is  mentioned  as  the  felicity  of 
the  blessed  Vetterus,  a  Bohemian  pastor  in  the  former  century,  that  he 
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gave  the  churcli  no  less  thAn  four  sons  to  be  worthy  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel. Such  was  the  felicity  of  our  Mather.  Many  years  before  he  died, 
he  had  the  comfort  of  seeing  four  sons  that  were  preachers  of  no  mean 
consideration  among  the  people  of  God;  it  was  counted  the  singular  hap- 
piness of  the  great  Eoman  Metellus,  that  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his 
/owr  sons,who  were  all  oftrhem  eminent  persons;  as  happy  was  our  Mather ; 
and,  in  a  Christian  account,  much  more  happy.  And  since  his  death,  our 
common  Lord  has  been  served  by  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Dublin;  Mr.  Nathanael  Mather,  pastor  after  him  of  the  same  church, 
but,  before  that,  of  Barnstable,  and  then  of  Eotterdam,  and  since  that  of 
a  church  in  London;  Mr.  Eleazer  Mather,  pastor  of  a  church  at  our  North- 
ampton; and  Mr,  Increase  Mather,  teacher  of  a  church  in  Boston,  and 
president  of  Harvard  Colledge.  Now,  because  this  mighty  man,  and  the 
youngest  but  one  of  these  "arrows  in  his  hand,"  were  not  only  "lovely 
and  useful  in  their  lives,"  but  also  "in  their  deaths  not  divided,"  (for  he 
died  about  three  months  after  his  father,)  it  will  be  pity  to  'divide  them,  in 
the  history  of  their  lives;  and  therefore  of  this  Mr.  lEleazer  Mather  we 
will  here  subjoin  some  small  account. 

§  19.  Mr.  Eleazer  Mather,  (born  May  13,  1637,)  having  passed  through 
his  education  in  Harvard-Coll  edge,  and  having  by  the  living  and  lively 
proofs  of  a  renewed  heari,  as  well  as  a  well-instructed  head,  recommended 
himself  unto  the  service  of  the  churches,  the  church  of  Northampton 
became  the  happy  owner  of  his  taknls.  Here  he  laboured  for  eleven  years 
in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord;  and  then  the  twelve  hours  of  his  tA^ys 
labour  did  expire,  not  without  the  deepest  lamentations  of  all  the  churches, 
as  well  as  his  own;  then  sitting  along  the  river  of  Connecticut.  As  he 
was  a  very  zealous  preacher,  and  accordingly  saw  many  seals  of  his  min- 
istry, so  he  was  a  very  pious  w,aUcer;  and  as  he  drew  towards  the  end  of 
his  days,  he  grew  so  remarkably  ripe  for  heaven,  in  an  holy,  watchful, 
fruitful  disposition,  that  many  observing  persons  did  prognosticate  his 
being  not  far  from  his  end.  He  kept  a  diary  of  his  experiences;  wherein 
the  last  words  that  ever  he  wrote  were  these: 

"  JiJI.y  io,  1669^ — Tins  evening,  if  my  heart  deceive  me  not,  I  had  some  sweet  workings 
of  soul  after  God  in  Christ,  according  to  the  terms. of  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  general 
and  indefinite  expresaion  of  the  promise,  waa  an  eneoaragement  unto  me  to  look  unto  Christ, 
that  he  would  do  that  for  me  which  he  has  promised  to  do  for  aqme,  nor  dare  I  exclude  my 
self;  but  if  the  Lord  ttill  help  me,  I  desire  to  lie  at  his  feet,  and  accept  of  grace  in  his  own 
way,  and  with  his  own  time,  through  his  power  enabling  of  me.  Though  I  am  dead,  with- 
out strength,  help  or  hope  in  my  self,  yet  the  Lord  requireth  nothing  at  my  hands  in  my  own 
strength;  but  that  hy  hia  power  I  should  look  to  Um,' to  work  all  his  works  in  me  and  for 
me.'  When  I  find  a  dead  heart,  the  thoughts  of  this  are  exceeding  sweet  and  reviving, 
being  full  of  grace,  and  diacovering  the  very  heart  and  love  of  Jesua," 

He  died  July  24,  1669,  aged  years  about,  thirty-two, 
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§  20.  Tlie  dying  words  of  his  father  unto  his  brother,  about  the  rising 
generation,  caused  him,  in  the  few  Sabbaths  now  left  before  his  own  death, 
to  preach  several  sermons  upon  the  methods  that  should  be  taken  for  the 
conveying  and  securing  of  religion,  with  the  good  presence  of  God  unto 
that  generation  [on  1  Kings  viii.  57].  The  notes  which  he  left  written 
of  those  pungent  sermons  were  afterwards  printed,  and  reprinted,  with  a 
preface  of  his  brother's:  and  when  unto  the  other  signs  of  churches  left 
by  God,  therein  mentioned — namely,  the  people's  being  abandoned  unto 
a  flighty  spirit;  and  an  ill  use  made  of  temporal  prosperity;  a  spirit  of 
division  and  contention,  turning  religion  it  self  into  faction ;  the  efficacious 
and  victorious  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  withdrawn  from  ordinances 
— he  added,  the  death  of  such  men  as  are  chief  means  of  continuing  the 
presence  of  God  unto  a  people,  he  therein  gave  imto  us  too  true  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  sad  providence  which  was  just  going  by  death  to  remove 
him  from  this  people  unto  a  bettor  world. 


But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  his  epitaph,  I  will  transcribe  the 
epitaph  which  the  Reverend  old  Mr.  John  Bisliop,  the  pastor  of  Stamford, 
provided  for  him: 


SbutTHi 

TV«.,««( 

B-7M«  Mt 

Mat 

heuub ; 

Rttisim 

i,  *.««. 

crat  S^od 

Sairudl 

tOU! 

III,  ID 

ri  ■*■.!«]  . 

X,V~"I> 
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,nmpwv 

iiaiisdem 

TtarjMr 

but  Variia 

omsimi 

Soima,  Di> 

ri«a,DcT 

crilal 

i.  EPiacopius. 
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Prudent,  efficient,  bent  on  humo 
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THE    LIFE    OF    MR.    ZACHABUH    SYIIIMES. 

§  1.  The  Emperour  Probus  having  an  honour  for  the  memory  of  his 
friend  Aradion,  honoured  him  with  a  tomb  two  hundred  foot  broad.  But 
our  value  for  the  memory  of  the  divines  that  formerly  served  our  churches, 
n\ust  not  be  measured  by  the  breadth  of  our  history  concerning  them. 
We  cannot  give  much  breadth  to  the  room  which  we  dedicate  in  this 
our  history  unto  the  memory  of  our  Symmes,  because  we  have  not 
received  very  large  informations  concerning  him.  Nevertheless,  accord- 
ing to  the  French  proverb,  Un  mimstre  ne  doit  Scavoir  que  so,  Bible— ^"  A. 
minister  should  know  nothing  but  his  Bible" — here  was  one  worthy  the 
name  of  a  minister;  for  he  knew  his  Bible  well,  and  he  was  a  preacher  of 
what  he  Jtmew,  and  a  sufferer  for  what  he  preached. 

I  2.  Beader,  we  shall  not  confound  ourselves  with  fables  and  endless 
genealogies,  but  we  shall  truly  edify  our  selves,  if  we  enquire  so  far  into 
the  genealogy  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Symmee,  as  to  recite  a  passage  written  by 
Mr.  William  Symmes,  the  fether  of  our  Zachariah,  in  a  book  which  was 
made  by  a  godly  preacher,  that  was  hid  in  the  house  of  Mr.  William 
Symmes,  the  father  of  William,  from  the  rage  of  the  Marian  persecution: 

"I  note  it  as  a  special  morcy  of  God,  (writes  he,  in  a  leaf  of  that  book)  that  both  my 
father  and  mother  were  fiivourers  of  the  Gospel,  and  hated  idolatry,  under  Queen  Mary's 
persecution.  I  came  to  this  book  by  this  moans:  going  to  Sandwich  in  Kent  to  proach,  the 
first  or  seeond  year  aft«r  I  was  ordained  minister.  Anno  1687  or  86,  and  preaching  in  Saint 
Maiy's,  where  Mc.  Pawson,  an  ancient  godly  preacher,  was  minister,  who  knew  my  parents 
well,  and  me  too  at  school;  he,  after  I  bad  finished  my  sermonB,  came  and  brought  me  this 
book  for  a  present,  acqnaintmg  me  with  the  aboTc-mentioned  circnmslnnces.  And  then  he 
odds,  I  charge  my  sons  Zachariah  and  William,  before  Him  that  shall  judge  the  quick  and 
the  dead,  that  you  never  defile  your  aelvt^  with  any  idolatry  or  superstition  whatsoever,  hut 
learn  your  religion  out  of  God's  holy  word,  and  worship  God  as  he  him  self  hath  prescribed, 
and  not  after  the  devices  and  traditions  of  men. — Scbipsi,  Dec  6, 1602." 

§  3.  Descended  from  such  ancestors,  our  Zachariah  was  bom  April  5, 
1699,  at  Canterbury,  and  the  savoury  expressions  in  the  letters  yet  extant, 
which  he  wrote  while  he  was  a  youth  in  the  university  of  Cambridge, 
intimate  that  he  was  new-bom  while  yet  a  child. 

After  his  leaving  the  university,  he  was  employed  for  awhile  in  the  houses 
of  several  persons  of  quality  as  a  tutor  to  their  children,  but  not  without 
molestation  from  the  Prelates  for  his  conscientious  n  on -conformity  tp  cer- 
tain rites  in  the  worship  of  God,  then  imposed  on  the  consciences  of  the 
faithful.  When  he  had  passed  through  these  changes,  he  was  chosen  in 
the  year  1621,  to  be  a  lecturer  at  Atholines,  in  the  city  of  London:  and 
after  many  troubles  from  the  Bishops-Courts,  for  his  dissent  from  things, 
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whereto  his  consent  had  never  been  required  by  the  great  "Shepherd  and 
Bishop  of  our  souls,"  he  removed  from  thence  in  the  year  1(325  to  Duii- 
Btable,  where  his  troubles  from  the  Eiabops-Courta  continuing,  he  at  length 
transported  himself  with  his  family  into  an  American  wilderness.  New- 
England,  and  Charles-town  in  New-England,  enjoyed  him  all  the  rest  of 
his  days,  even  until  February  4, 1670 ;  when  he  retired  into  a  better  world. 
§  4.  His  epitaph  at  Charles-town,  where  he  was  honourably  interred, 
mentions  his  having  lived  forty-nine  years  and  seven  months  with  his 
vertuoua  consort,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children,  five  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  and  annexes  this  distich: 


But  as  that  eminent  person  ordered  this  clause  for  his  own  epitaph, 
instead  of  other  glories  and  memoirs  which  used  to  adorn  a  monument, 
"Here  lies  the  friend  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,"  thus  the  epitaph  of  this  emi- 
nent person  might  have  mentioned  one  thing  more,  which  might  have 
gone  in  the  room  of  many  other  testimonies  to  the  ability,  and  integrity, 
and  zeal,  that  signalized  hira:  "Here  lies  the  friend  of  Mr,  Jeremiah  Bur- 
roughs," For  we  have  still  to  show  the  letters  which  that  great  man  sent 
unto  our  Symmes,  after  his  coming  to  New-England;  letters  wherein  he 
compares  the  love  between  them,  unto  that  between  David  and  Jonathan: 
as  having  been  a  sort  of  sworn  brothers  to  each  other  ever  since  their 
living  together  at  the  University. 


THE  IIFE   OF  MR.  lOHM  ALUS. 


§  1.  "Why  is  the  dead  relation  of  father  Abraham  called  "his  dead,"  no 
less  than  eight  several  times  in  one  short  chapter?  It  seems,  though 
dealk  has  dissolved  our  old  relation  to  our  dead  friends,  yet  it  has  not 
released  ua  from  all  our  duty  to  them;  they  are  still  so  far  ours,  that  we 
owe  something  unto  their  memory.  Header,  we  are  entertaining  ourselves 
with  our  dead;  but  if  we  do  nothing  to  keep  alive  their  memory  with  us, 
we  may  blush  to  call  them  ours. 

Among  these,  one  is  Mr.  John  Allin.  But  if  there  were  such  an  officer 
in  use  among  us,  as  once  was  among  the  Greeks,  to  measure  the  monu- 
ments of  dead  persons  according  to  their  vertues,  he  would  greatly  com- 

•  God  tor  lie  poi-Uon  endless  litB  EbBll  eive,     [     For  ba  who  balb  lived  wall,  sball  alwnyB  live, 
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plain  of  it,  that  I  have  been  able  to  recover  no  more  memoira  of  a  person 
whose  vertues  and  merits  were  far  from  the  smallest  size  among  those 
who  "did  worthily  in  Israel," 

I  2,  He  was  born  in  the  year  1596 

Having  passed  hia  cursus,  in  the  tonjv/'S  and  ai  t$,  until  he  w  t-,  la  Theo- 
dorit  saya  of  Innocent,  'Ayx"""^  ""'  'fwrtei  xoHii.ini.'iws — Itigp/m  et  pruderUiix 
ornamentis  egregii  Instructus  :"*  he  became  a  faithful  preacher  of  Christ, 
choosing  rather  to  dig  in  that  rock  of  Zion  than  m  a  rock  of  liiamonda. 

It  is  an  ancient  observation,  that  theje  were  three  thmgs  done  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  on  and  for  the  prophets  which  were  employed  in 
publick  service  for  him:  one  was  to  give  them  courage  against  the  rage 
of  adversaries.  Another  was,  to  give  them  wisdom  for  to  regulate  their 
conduct.  A  third  was,  to  give  them  vertue  and  IioUness,  that  their  own 
consciences  might  not  sting  them,  when  they  were  to  bestow  aculeate 
rebukes  upon  the  vices  of  other  men. 

This  observation,  which  is  as  vse/ul  as  ancwnt,  was  made  by  them  that 
considered  those  words  of  the  prophet  Micah:  "I  am  full  of  {!)  power, 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  And  of  (2)  judgment.  And  of  (3)  vertue." 
With  all  of  these  excellencies  did  the  Iloly  Spirit  of  God,  in  a  gracious 
measure,  adorn  our  Allin,  But  when  the  evil  Spirit  raised  a  storm  of 
persecution  upon  the  Puritans,  in  the  English  nation,  these  excellencies 
could  not  shelter  this  worthy  man  from  the  injuries  of  it;  but  rather 
exposed  him  thereunto.  Leaving  of  England,  whereof  he  might  have 
taken  that  farewel, 

JVon  careo  Fatrid,  me  caret  ilia  mBgis.f 

he  chose  an  American  wilderness  for  his  country:  and  cheerfully  con- 
formed his  genteel  spirit  unto  the  difficulties  of  such  a  wilderness:  being 
only  of  Austin's  mind  about  the  banished  Christians,  Miserrimum  essei,  si 
alicuhi  dud  poterant,  iMDeum  suum  non  inveniasentX 

%  8.  He  was  a  sufficient  scholar,  and  (which  is  the  way  to  become  so) 
a  diligent  student;  but  yet  hia  experimental  acquaintance  with  Cbristian- 
ity  taught  him  to  be  of  the  mind  which  the  learned  Snai'ez  expressed, 
when  he  did  use  to  say,  "That  he  esteemed  more  that  little  pittance  of 
time  which  he  constantly  set  apart  every  day  for  the  private  examination 
of  bis  own  heart,  than  all  the  other  part  of  the  day  which  he  spent  in 
voluminous  controversies."  His  accomplishments  were  considerable;  and 
being  a  very  humble  man,  he  found  that  sanctified  knowledge  grows 
most  luxuriant  in  the  fat  valleys  of  humility:  being  a  very  patient  man, 
he  found  the  dew  of  Heaven,  which  falls  not  in  a  stormy  or  cloudy  night, 
was  always  falling  on  a  soul  ever  serene,  with  the  meekest  patience.  He 
was  none  of  those  low-built  thatched  cottages,  that  are  apt  to  catch  Jire: 


^i^lchednes  if  the; 
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but,  like  an  high-built  castle  or  palace,  free  from  the  combustions  of  pas- 
sion. He  was  indeed  one  of  so  sweet  a  temper,  that  bia  friends  anagram- 
matiaed  John  Allin  into  thia: 

IN  HONI  ALL. 
§  4.  His  polemical  abilities  were  discovered  in  a  treatise  called,  "A 
Defence  of  the  Nine  Positions;"  wherein  (being  of  Calvin's  mind,  "ink  is 
too  dear  and  costly  with  us,  if  we  doubt  to  spend  ink  in  writing,  to  testifle 
those  things  which  martyrs  of  old  sealed  with  their  blood:")  he,  with  Mr. 
Shepaxd  of  Cambridge,  handle  the  points  of  church-reformation ;  at  what 
rate,  not  my  pen,  but  our  famous  old  Mr.  Cotton's  in  his  preface  to  a  book 
of  Mr,  Norton's  may  describe  unto  us: 

"  Shopardus,  una  cum  AUtnio  Fratre,  (Fralrum  dulce  par,)  uii  eximid  pietate 
fiorent  amho,  el  Erudiiione  non  mediocri,  aique  eliam  Mysieriorum  Pietalis  prcedi- 
catione  (per  Christi  Gratiam)  ejicact  adnwdum,  ita  egregiam  novarunt  Operant  in 
ahstrusissimis  SiseipUnte  nodis  fadiciter  enodandis.  Verba  horum  Fralrum,  uii 
suamter  spirant  Pietatem,  Verilatem,  Charilalem  Christi;  ila  speramus  fore  {per 
Christi  Gratiam)  vt  mulli,  qui  a  DisciplinA  Cliristi  alienores  erant,  odore  horma 
utiguentorum  Christi  effusorum  delihati  aique  delincii,  ad  amorem  ejus  et  pellecii 
et  pertracti,  earn  avidius  arripiuni  atque  amplexentur."'* 

Moreover,  aoother  judicious  discourse  of  hia,  in  defence  of  the  Synod 
held  at  Boston,  in  the  year  1662,  has  declared  his  principles  about  church- 
discipline,  as  well  as  his  abilities  to  maintain  his  principles.  The  person 
against  whom  he  wrote  this  defence,  was  that  very  person  whose  life  shall 
be  the  very  next  in  our  h " 


§  5.  When  the  holy  church  of  Dedham  was  gathered,  in  the  year  1638, 
he  became  their  pastor ;  and  in  the  pastoral  care  of  that  chureh  he  con- 
tinued until  August  26,  1671;  when,  after  t«n  days  of  easie  sickness,  he 
died,  as  Myconius  well  expre^es  it,  Vitaliter  Tiwri,'^  in  the  seventy-fiflh 
year  of  his  age. 

Now,  according  to  that  of  Jerom,  Lacfrymm  Auditorum  Turn  sint  Laudes ;% 
behold,  reader,  the  praises  of  this  excellent  man.  His  flock  published 
the  two  last  sermons  that  ever  he  preached;  one  whereof  was  on  Cant. 
viii.  5:  "Who  is  thia  that  comes  up  from  the  wilderness,  leaning  on  her 


,  loBBlher  wilh  liifi  brolher  AitiB,  (a  riiorming  brotherhond.)  pgt  only  exhibit  exlragrd 
1  Bvan  efficiency  (tJiroiigli  Ui8  grace  of  Christ)  Id  preaohhig  Ihe  mj-sleriea  of  godllnei 

isTbut 

most  Happily  In  elnoidntlDg,  wllh  line  orlginallly,  Bomo  of  Uie  mosl  abstniBe  questions 
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hcd  and  anuitded  wilh  the  true  Ghriallau  periunies  dimised  Ihioiigh  Iheso  pages,  and  s( 
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(t,  embraca  him  vfilh  Ihe  grealet  eagomeBS. 

t  ThMB  healed  cunSicla,  which  ao  fleicely  rage, 

A  handful  of  llghl  dusl  shall  soon  tBSiiege.— Vibbii..  Omn  iT. 
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beloved?"  The  other  on  John  xiv.  22:  "Peace  I  leave  with  you."  But 
they  write  their  preface  with  tears;  and  with  fearful  prmses  they  celebrate 
him,  as  one  altogether  above  their  praises:  and  a  "constant,  faithful,  dili- 
gent steward  in  the  house  of  God;  a  man  of  peace  and  truth,  and  a  burn- 
ing and  a  shining  light."  Adding,  "The  crown  is  fallen  from  our  heads: 
Oh  I  that  it  were  with  us  as  in  times  past!"  which  desire  of  theirs  has 
been  happily  answered  in  two  most  worthy  successors. 

The  character  once  given  to  Pkilippus  Gallus  may  very  justly  be  now 
made  the  epitaph  of  our  John  AUin: 

EPITAPHIUM. 

JOHANNES  ALLINIUS. 
Vir  Siitcerics,  Jhuhjk  pacU,  patiensque  Lahorwm, 
Ferspicuus,  Siraplex,  Doctriaa  pume  Amatar,* 


CAIiUUS  AMEKICANUS.t  THE   LIFE  01?  MR.  CHARLES  CHANCEY. 

Suadet  Lingua,  Jnhet  Viia.X 

%  1.  There  was  a  famous  person  in  times,  by  chronological  computa- 
tion, as  ancient  as  the  days  of  Joshua,  known  by  the  name  of  Cadmus; 
who  carried  not  only  people,  but  Utters  also,  from  Phcenitia  into  Bceotia. 
The  Grecian  fable  of  a  serpent,  in  the  story  of  Cadmus,  was  only  derived 
from  the  name  of  an  Hivite,  which  by  his  nation  belonged  unto  him;  for 
an  HivitB  signifies  a  serpent  in  the  language  of  Syria.  This  renowned  Cad- 
mus was  indeed  a  Gibeonite,  who  having  been  well  treated  by  Joshua,  and 
by  Joshua  not  only  continued  in  the  comforts  of  life,  but  also  instructed 
and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  true  God,  he  retained  ever  after  most 
honourable  sentiments  of  that  great  commander.  Tea,  when  after  ages, 
in  their  songs,  praised  Apollo  for  his  victory  over  the  dragon  Pytho,  they 
uttered  but  the  disguised  songs  of  Canaan,  wherein  this  Cadmus  had  cel- 
ebrated the  praises  of  Joshua  for  his  victory  over  Og  the  King  of  Bashan. 
Cadmus  having  been  (as  one  of  the  Greek  poets  writes  of  him)  educated 
in  Hebron  or  Debir,  the  universities  of  Palestine,  was  fitted  thereby  to  be 
a  leader  in  a  great  undertaking;  and  when  the  oppression  of  Cushanrish- 
athaim  caused  a  number  of  people  to  seek  out  new  seats,  there  were  many 
who,  under  the  conduct  of  Cadmus,  transported  themselves  into  Greece, 
where  the  notions  and  customs  of  an  Israelitish  original  were  therefore  a 
long  while  preserved,  until  they  were  confounded  with  Pagan  degenera- 
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cies.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  a  colony  of  Hebrews  themselves  did 
now  swarm  out  into  Peloponnesus,  where  the  book  of  Maccabees  will  help 
us  to  find  Lacedemonians  (or  Oadmonians,  that  is,  the  followers  of  Cadmiis, 
in  their  true  etymology)  "of  the  stock  of  Moraham;"  and  we  know  that 
Strabo  tells  us  that  Oa'dmus  had  Arabians  (and  the  Israelites  were  by  such 
heathen  writers  accounted  so)  in  his  company.  Accordingly,  when  we 
read  that  a  college  among  the  old  Grecians  was  called  academia,  we  may 
soon  inform  our  selves  that  it  was  at  first  ealled  Cadmia  or  Cadmea,  in 
commemoration  of  Cadmus  the  Phtenician;  to  whom  those  parts  of  the 
world  were  first  beholden  for  such  nurseries  of  good  literature  and  religion. 

These  researches  into  antiquity  had  not  in  this  place  been  laid  before 
my  reader,  if  they  might  not  have  served  as  an  introduction  unto  this 
piece  of  New -English  history;  that  when  some  ecclesiastical  oppressions 
drove  a  colony  of  the  truest  Israelites  into  the  remoter  parts  of  the  world, 
there  was  an  academy  quickly  founded  in  that  colony:  and  our  Chancey 
was  the  Cadmus  of  that  academy;  by  whose  vast  labour  and  learning  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  served  by  all  the  human  sciences, 
hath  been  conveyed  unto  posterity. 

It  is  now  fi.t  that  a  few  memoirs  of  that  reverend  man  should  fill  our 
pages. 

§  2.  Mr.  Charles  Chancey  was  an  Hartfordshire  man ;  born  in  the  year 
1589,  of  parents  that  were  both  honourable  and  religious.  Being  sent 
from  thence  to  Westminster-school,  his  hopeful  proficiency  in  good  liter- 
ature, within  a  short  while,  ripened  him  for  the  university.  And  it  was 
one  thing  which  caused  him  to  have  the  more  feeling  resentments  of  the 
famous  Powder-Plot,  the  report  whereof  will  make  a  noise  as  long  a.^  the 
fifth  of  November  is  in  our  kalendar;  that  at  the  time  when  that  plot 
should  have  taken  its  horrid  eifect,  he  was  at  that  school,  which  must  also 
have  been  blown  up,  if  the  Parliament-house  had  perished.  The  university 
of  Cambridge  was  that  which  afterward  instructed  and  nourished  this 
eminent  person,  and  fitted  him  for  the  service  wherein  be  had  opportunity 
afl;erwards  to  demonstrate  that  he  was  indeed  such  a  person.  The  partic- 
ular college  whereof  he  was  here  a  member,  was  Trinity  College ;  by  the 
same  token,  that  in  the  Lachrynm  Oantahrigienses*  published  by  the  Can- 
tabrigians, on  the  death  of  Queen  Ann,  I  find  him  in  that  style  composing 
and  subscribing  one  of  the  most  witty  Latin  poems  in  that  whole  collec- 
tion. Here  be  proceeded  Batchelour  of  Divinity:  and  having  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  that  great  man  Dr.  Usher,  whom  all  men  have  confessed 
worthy  of  the  character  wherewith  Toetus  mentions  him,  Vasbx  LecUonii 
et  emditionis  Theohgm,  inque  Antiguitaie  Ecchsimtica  Yersatismn.us,\  he  had 
hereby  an  opportunity  farther  to  advantage  himself  with  the  ancient  mon- 
uments in  King  James'  library. 

■  The  tears  of  Cambtldge. 

t  A  tteiilugiaii  of  great  reading  and  nciiuiremenls,  sdroirablj  vcrBed  in  the  autliiuilloa  of  Hie  cliuri!b. 
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§  S.  By  the  head  of  the  houses  he  was  chosen  Sdirew-pr ofnasor;  but  the 
Vice-Chancelloiir,  Dr.  Williams,  preferring  a  kinsman  of  his  own  to  that 
place,  at  the  same  time  he  put  our  Mr.  Chancey  into  the  place  of  Greek- 
professor;  and  as  one  well  known  to  be  an  accurate  Grecian,  it  was  he  that 
afterwards  was  the  0.  0.  the  Yir  Doctissimus  et  Piissimits^^  whose  s'rrm^tst^ 
you  have  at  the  beginning  of  Leigh's  "  Critica  ifwra"  upon  the  New-Tes- 
tament He  was  indeed  a  person  incomparably  well  skilled  in  all  the 
learned  languages,  especially  in  the  Oriental,  and  eminently  in  the  Hebrew, 
in  his  obtaining  whereof  hia  conversation  with  a  Jew  for  the  space  of  a 
year  was  no  little  advantage  to  him.  I  know  that  the  Hebrew  tongue,  as 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  Difficilia  qvm  PulcJira,%  is  more  easily 
attaiiied  than  any  that  I  have  yet  observed;  and  hence  we  see  even  our 
English  women,  sometimes  in  a  littk  whih,  and  with  a  little  pains,  grown  as 
expert  at  it  as  the  ladies  Pausa  or  Blasilla,  by  Jerom  therefore  celebrated ; 
and  1  have  wished  that  many  in  the  world  were  more  moved  by  those 
words  of  a  worthy  author,  Ausim  spondere,  illos  qui  StitdHs  Hebraicis  lantum 
Temporis  Impenderenl,  quantum  Tubulo  Nico/Mim  iwhihendo,  {quo  nwjic  jxtrs 
hona  Studiosormn  pro  Hydragogo  uti  constievit)  turn  Mane,  turn  Vesperi,  im- 
pendi  sokt,  progressus  in  hvjusce  ImgwB  Gogniltone  havd  Yvigares  hrevi  esse 
faciuros,  adeo  ut  mireniur,  se  esse  turn  doctos,  antequam  Didicerini.%  Never- 
theless, this  tongue  is  as  esisilj  Jbrgotien,  But  being  once  attained,  and 
therewithal  preserved  and  improved,  good  men  will  find  as  our  Mr,  Chancey 
did  that  the  conjunct  profit  and  pleasure  of  it  were  inexpressible ;  and  that 
the  talents  wherewith  it  would  furnish  them  to  do  so  many  services  for  the 
Church  of  God,  were  such  as  to  make  them  join  with  Luther  in  his  pro- 
testation, "That  he  would  not  part  with  his  knoweldge  of  the  Hebrew  for 
many  thousands  of  pounds;"  or  to  approve  the  (usual)  modest  words  of 
Melancthon,  '^Sdo  me  vix  primis  Labris  degustasse  Hebraicas  JJiieras;  sed 
tamen  hoc  Ipsum,  quod  didici  qu/mtulumcunque  est,  propter  Judicium  de  Eeli- 
gione.  Omnibus  Mundi  Regnis  omniumque  opibus  Longe  Ant^no.\ 

%  4.  When  he  left  the  university,  he  became  a  diligent  and  eminent 
preacher  of  the  gospel  at  Marston;  hut  after  some  time  he  removed  him- 
self to  Ware,  where  the  "hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  many 
believed,  and  turned  unto  the  Lord."  Here  it  was  that  the  successes  of 
his  faithful  ministry,  in  the  instruction  of  the  ignorant  and  the  conversion 
of  the  ungodly,  became  a  matter  of  much  observation. 

But  when  Satan  wanted  a  Shibboleth  for  the  discovering  and  extingnish- 
ing  such  an  holy  ministry  throughout  the  nation,  the  miserable  Arch-Bishop 
Land  served  him  with  a  license  for  sports  on  the  Lord's  day;  whereby  the 

■  itcst  leai-ned  and  pious  man.       t  Criticnl  eatimak.        1 1^  "i^^'  beaotinil  studies  are  Ihe  meet  difnenlt. 
i  I  would  dare  to  jiromise,  that  If  BtDdenls  will  devole  to  the  study  of  the  Hebtow  tongne  as  mucli  Itnio  at 

1  (  know  I  have  scanaly  touched  Hebrew  Lileratnre  with  my  lips;  but  neveitlifiless  !  prater  myroiy  trifling 
sc^iialnlnjico  with  it,  ua  a  iey  lo  religiuus  knuwiedge,  to  all  Ihe  kingdoms  of  tbe  world  and  the  lichcs  uf  llie  universe. 
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people  were  after  an  liorrid  manner  invited  unto  the  profanation  of  that 
sacred  rest;  and  indeed  of  every  thing  sacred  with  it.  Then  it  was  that 
our  Mr.  Chancey,  hearing  the  drums  beat-  for  dances  and  froKcks  on  the 
Lord's  day,  was,  like  other  good  men,  afraid  that  God  would  break  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom,  and  cause  drums  to  be  beaten  up  for  marclies  and  bat- 
tels on  that  very  day.  But  when  he  was  inhibited  from  attending  of  other 
asercises,  on  the  afternoons  of  the  Lord's  day  he  set  himself  to  catechise 
as  many  as  he  could,  both  old  and  young;  which,  as  the  Hskop  in  s/teeps" 
chaiking  said,  was  "as  bad  as  preaching."  And  by  such  methods  he  still 
continued  serving  the  interests  of  the  gospel. 

§  5.  But  about  this  time  there  arose  a  storm  of  most  unreasonable,  but 
irresistible  ^raecMft'oM  upon  those  ministers  who  were  well-wishers  to  the 
pr«?ress  of  the  Protestant  reformation  in  the  kingdom;  and  Mr.  Chancey 
waa  one  of  those  who  suffered  in  it.  In  Mr.  Eushworth's  collections  for 
the  year  1629,  I  find  this  j 


"Mr.  Charles  Chaneey,  minister  of  Ware,  usiog  some  expressioTis  in  hia  sermon,  that 
'Idolatiy  waa  admitted  into  the  church;'  that  'the  preaching  of  the  gospel  would  be  sup- 
pressed;'that' tliere  is  muehAtheIsm,Popery,Arminiarasm  and  Heresy,crept  into  the  church;' 
ajid  this  being  looked  upon  to  raise  a  fear  among  the  people  that  some  alterallon  of  religion 
woold  ensne;  he  was  questioned  in  the  High  Commission;  and  by  oi'der  of  that  court  the 
cauae  was  referred  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  being  his  ordinary;  who  ordered  him  to  make 
a  submission  in  Latin." 

This  worthy  man  being,  by  the  terrors  and  censures  of  that  infamous 
court,  suddenly  surpriaed  unto  a  sort  of  submission,  which  gave  too  good 
an-  acknowledgment  of  the  constitution,  whereinto  the  Laudian  factioa 
was  then  precipitating  the  Church  of  England,  he  no  sooner  got  a  little 
out  of  the  temptation,  but  he  signalized  his  repentance  of  that  submission, 
with  a  zeal  not  unlike  that  of  the  blessed  Cranmer  against  his  own  right 
hand  for  subscribing  his  recantation.  Although  he  was  not  long  without 
the  faith  of  his  having  this  his  too  sudden  compliance  with  the  demands 
of  his  persecutors  "forgiven  in  heaven,"  yet  he  never  forgave  himself  as 
long  as  he  lived  on  earth;  he  would  on  all  occasions  express  himself 
extreamly  dissatisfied,  as  well  at  the  ill  things  then  advanced  in  the 
Church  of  England,  as  at  himself  also  for  ever  in  the  least,  consenting  to 
those  things.  Those  memorable  Puritans  which  were  driven  into  Amer- 
ica, all  of  them  had  a  dislike  of  the  deformities  which  they  saw  yet  cleav- 
ing to  the  Church  of  England;  but  I  q^uestion  whether  any  disliked  them 
with  such  fervent  expressions  of  indignation  as  our  Mr.  Chaneey,  who 
thus  took  the  revenges  of  a  deep  repentance  upon  his  own  conformity  to 
them.  And  few  suffered  for  non-conformity  more  than  he,  hj  fines,  by 
gaols,  by  necessities  to  abscond,  and  at  last  by  an  exih  from  his  native  coun- 
try. Yea,  though  he  bad  lived  a  very  exact  life,  yet  when  he  came  to 
die,  more  than  forty  years  after  this,  he  left  these  words  in  his  last  will 
and  testament : 
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"In  regard  of  corrupt  nnture,  I  do  acknowledge  my  self  to  be  a  child  of  wrntli,  and  sold 
under  sin,  and  one  that  hath  heen  polluted  with  innnnierahlo  trnii agressions  and  mighty  sins, 
whiuh,  OS  far  as  I  know  and  can  call  to  remembrance,  I  keep  still  fresh  before  me,  and  desire 
with  mourning  and  self  abhorring  still  lo  do,  as  long  as  life  shall  iMt;  and  especially  my 
so  many  sinful  compliances  with  and  conformity  unto  vile  human  inventions,  and  will-wor- 
ship, and  hell-bred  superstition,  and  putcheries  sticht  into  the  servics  of  tha  Lord,  (which 
the  English  Mass  book,  I  mean,  the  'Book  of  Common  Piayor,'  and  the  'Ordination  of 
Priests,'  &Ct  are  fully  fraught  withal.)" 

§  6.  There  was  once  a  Parliament  in  England,  whereto  a  speech  of  no 
less  a,  man  than  the  Lord  Digby  made  a  complaint,  "that  men  of  the  best 
conscience  were  then  ready  to  fly  into  the  wilderness  for  religion:"  and 
it  was  complained  in  an  elegant  speech  of  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard's,  "A 
great  multitude  of  the  King's  subjects,  striving  to  hold  commnnion  with 
us,  but  seeing  how  far  we  were  gone,  and  fearing  how  much  farther  we 
would  go,  were  forced  to  fly  the  land,  very  many  into  salvage  wilder- 
nesses, because  the  land  would  not  bear  them:  do  not  they  that  cause 
these  things  cast  a  reproach  upon  the  government?"  And  in  a  notable 
speech  of  Mr.  Fieunes,  "a  certain  number  of  ceremonies,  in  the  judgment 
of  some  men  unlawful,  and  to  be  r^ected  of  all  churches,  in  the  judgment 
of  all  other  reformed  churches,  and  in  the  judgment  of  our  own  church, 
but  indifferent,  yet  what  difference — yea,  what  distraction  have  these  indif- 
ferent ceremonies  raised  among  us?  What  hath  deprived  tis  of  so  many 
thousands  of  Christians,  which  desired,  and  in  all  other  respects  deserved 
to  hold  communion  with  us ;  I  say,  what  hath  deprived  us  of  them,  and 
scattered  them  into  I  know  not  what  places  and  corners  of  the  world, 
but  these  indifferent  ceremonies  f"  It  was  then  that  Mr,  Pym,  in  the  name 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  impeaching  A.  B.  Laud,  before  the  House  of 
Lords  had  these  expressions:  "You  have  the  King's  loyal  subjects  ban- 
ished out  of  the  kingdom,  not  as  Elimelech,  to  seek  for  bread  in  foreign 
countries,  by  reason  of  the  great  scarcity  which  was  in  Israel ;  but  travel- 
ling abroad  for  the  bread  of  life,  because  they  could  not  have  it  at  home, 
by  reason  of  the  spiritual  famine  of  God's  word,  caused  by  this  man  and 
his  partakers:  and  by  this  means  you  have  the  industry  of  many  thou- 
sands of  his  majesty's  subjects  carried  out  of  the  land,"  And  at  last  the 
whole  House  of  Commons  put  this  article  in  the  remonstrance,  which 
they  then  made  unto  the  King:  "The  Bishops  and  their  Courts  did 
impoverish  many  thousand;  and  so  afflict  and  trouble  others,  that  great 
numbers,  to  avoid  their  miseries,  departed  out  of  the  kingdom,  some  into 
New-England  and  other  parts  of  America." 

But  it  is  now  time  to  tell  my  reader  that,  in  the  transportations  thus 
reasonably  and  parliamentarily  complained  of,  one  of  the  most  consider- 
able persons  removing  into  America  was  Mr,  Charles  Chancey,  who 
arrived  at  Plymouth  in  New-England  a  few  days  before  the  great  earth- 
quake which  happened  January  1,  1688. 

§  7.  After  he  had  spent  some  time  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  with 
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Mr.  Eeyner  of  Plymouth,  he  removed  unto  a  town  a  little  nortliward  of 
it,  called  Scituate,  wliere  be  remained  for  three  and  Hiree  times  three  years, 
cultivating  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  in  that  place.  Of  this  his  ministry 
at  Scituate  let  me  preserve  at  least  this  one  remembrance :  having  his  ordi- 
nation renewed  at  bis  entrance  upon  this  new  relation,  he  did  at  that 
solemnity  preach  upon  those  words,  in  Prov.  ix.  3,  "Wisdom  hath  sent 
forth  her  maidens:"  and  in  his  discourse,  making  a  most  affectionate 
reflection  upon  his  former  compliances  with  the  temptations  of  the  High 
Commission  Court,  he  said,  with  tears  "Alas,  Ohristiansl  I  am  no  maiden; 
my  soul  hath  been  defiled  with  ialse  worship;  bow  wondrous  is  the  free- 
gra«e  of  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  that  I  should  still  be  employed  among  the 
maidens  of  wisdom  1" 

Afterwards,  upon  an  invitation  from  bis  old.  people  at  Ware  to  return 
unto  them,  he  purposed  a  removal  with  his  family  back  to  England ;  but 
when  he  came  to  Boston  in  order  thereunto,  the  overseers  of  Harvard- 
Colledge  at  Cambridge,  which  now  wanted  a  President,  by  their  vehement 
importunity,  prevailed  with  him  to  accept  the  government  of  that  society ; 
wherein  worthily  "cbusing  their  way,  and  sitting  chief,  and  dwelling 
as  a  King  in  the  midst  of  bis  army,"  he  continued  unto  the  day  of  bis 
death.  From  this  time  I  behold  him  as  another  Elijah,  shedding  his 
benign  influences  on  the  "school  of  the  prophets;"  and  with  immense 
labours  instructing,  directing,  and  feeding  the  "hope  of  the  flock  in  the 
wilderness."  At  his  instalment,  be  concluded  his  excellent  oration,  made 
unto  a  venerable  assembly,  then  filling  the  Col  ledge -Hall,  with  such  a 
passage  as  this,  unto  the  students  there:  Doctiorem  certe  Prxsidem,  ei  kuie 
Oneri  ac  Statiom  multis  Modis  Aptwrem,  vobis  facile  licet  Invenire,  sedAman- 
ttorem,  et  vestri  Bom  Studiosiorem,  non  Invenietis.*  And  certainly  he  was 
as  good  as  his  word.  How  learnedly  he  now  conveyed  all  the  liberal  arts 
unto  those  that  "sat  at  his  feet;"  how  tidttily  he  moderated  their  disputa- 
tions and  other  exercises;  bow  constantly  he  expounded  the  Scriptures  to 
the  CoUedge-Hall ;  how  fluently  be  expressed  himself  unto  them,  with 
Latin  of  a  Terentian  phrase,  in  all  his  discourses;  and  bow  carefully  be 
inspected  their  mannm-s,  and  was  above  all  things  concerned  for  them, 
that  they  might  answer  a  note  which  he  gave  them — ["  When  you  are 
your  selves  interested  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his  righteousness,  you 
will  be  fit  to  be  teachers  of  others:  Isaiah  cries,  Now  send  me!  when  bi.s 
sins  were  pardoned:  but  without  this,  you  are  fit  for  nothing:"]— will 
never  be  forgotten  by  many  of  our  most  worthy  men,  who  were  made 
such  men  by  their  education  under  him ;  for  we  shall  find  as  many  of  bis 
disciples  in  our  catalogue  of  graduates,  as  there  were  in  that  coUedge  of 
helievers  at  Jerusalem,  whereof  we  read  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  Ac1«  of 
the  Apostles.     But  if  there  were  any  disadvantages  of  an  hasty  temper 
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sometimes  in  his  conduct,  they  still  were  presently  so  corrected  with  hia 
holy  temper,  that  this  did  but  invite  persons  to  think  the  more  of  that 
Elias  to  whom  we  have  compared  him;  and  therefore,  as  they  were  for- 
gotten by  every  one  in  the  very  day  of  them,  they  are  at  this  day  much 
more  to  be  so :  Mr.  Urian  Oakes,  that  preached  his  fnoeral  sermon,  well 
said,  "The  mention  thereof  was  to  be  wrapped  up  in  Elijah's  mantle." 
But  if  the  whole  country  were  sensible  of  the  blessing  which  all  New- 
England  enjoyed  in  our  Cbancey  now  at  Cambridge,  the  church  of  Cam- 
bridge, to  whom  he  now  joined  and  preached,  had  a  very  particular  cause 
to  be  so.  And  so  indeed  they  were;  by  the  same  token,  that  wlien  he  had 
been  above  a  year  or  two  in  the  town,  the  church  kept  a  whole  day  of 
THANKSGIVING  toGod,  for  the  mercy  which  they  enjoyed  in /w's  being  there, 
I  8.  He  was  a  most  indefatigable  student,  which  with  the  blessing  of 
God  rendered  him  a  most  incomparable  scholar.  He  rose  very  early,  about 
four  a  clock,  both  winter  and  summer;  and  he  set  the  scholars  an  example 
of  diligence  hardly  to  be  followed.  But  Bene  Orasse,  est  Bene  Stvduisse:* 
by  interweaving  of  constant  prayers  into  his  holy  studies,  he  made  them 
indeed  holy;  and  my  reader  shall  count,  if  he  pleases,  how  oft  ia  a  day 
he  addressed  Heaven  with  solemn  devotions,  and  judge  whether  it  might 
not  be  said  of  our  Charles,  as  it  was  of  Charles  the  Great,  (which  is  indeed 
the  way  to  become  great,)  Carolus  pltts  cum  Deo,  qxiam  cum  ffominibus 
loquitur ;f  when  I  have  told  that  at  his  first  getting  up  in^a  morning,  he 
commonly  spent  near  an  hour  in  secret  prayer,  before  his  minding  any 
other  matter;  then  visiting  the  coUedge-hall,  he  expounded  a  chapter 
(which  was  first  read  from  the  Hebrew)  of  the  Old  Testament,  with  a  short 
prayer  before,  and  a  long  one  after  his  exposition:  he  then  did  the  like 
upon  another  chapter,  with  a  prayer  before  and  after,  in  his  family:  about 
eleven  a  clock  in  the  forenoon,  he  retired  again  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  for  secret- prayer.  At  four  a  clock  in  the  afternoon  he  again  did  the 
like.  In  the  evening  he  expounded  a  chapter  (which  was  first  read  into 
the  Greek)  of  th^  New-Testament,  in  the  colledge-hall,  with  a  prayer  in 
like  maimer  before  and  after ;  the  like  he  did  also  in  his  family ;  and  when 
the  bell  rang  for  nine  at  night,  he  retired  for  another  hour  of  secret  prayer 
before  the  Lord.  But  on  the  Lord's  day's  morning,  instead  of  his  accus- 
tomed exposition,  he  preached  a  sermon  upon  a  text,  for  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  in  the  coUedge  hall.  Besides  all  this,  he  often  set  apart 
whole  days  for  prayer  with  lasting  alone  by  himself;  yea,  and  sometimes 
he  spent  whole  nights  in  prayer,  before  the  "  Heavenly  Father  who  sees  in 
secret."  Many  days  of  prayer  with  fasting  he  also  kept  with  his  religious 
consort:  and  many  such  days  he  also  kept  with  his  family,  calling  in  tbe 
company  and  assistance  of  three  or  four  godly  neighbours :  besides  what 
be  did  more  publiekly  among  the  people  of  God,  Behold,  how  near  this 
good  mau  approached  unto  the  strictest  and  highesfrsense  o£ praying  always. 

•  To  pmy  well,  is  lo  alndy  weU.  t  Chirlis  mmveiBea  more  nllh  God  Ui 
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Chrysostom  tells  us  that  Christ  and  Paul  commaQded  us  to  make  our 
prayers,  Bpo^sjoi  xai  truKwi,  xai  s^  iTjyuv  Sia.'kep.fi.avw — "short  and  frequent, 
and  with  little  distances  between  them,"  And  Caasianus  mentions  it,  as 
the  universal  consent  of  ancients,  VtiUus  censent  Breves  Oraliones,  sed  cre- 
herrimas  fieri.*  The  prayers  of  our  Chaneey  were  such  for  their  frequenny, 
whatever  they  might  he  aometimes  for  their  brevity.  Moreover,  'twas  bis 
constant  practice,  not  only  on  the  Lord's  days  in  the  evenings,  but  every 
day,  morning  and  evening,  after  he  had  expounded  a  chapter,  to  examine 
his  children  and  servants  with  some  fit  questions  thereupon.  On  the  Lord's 
days,  once  a  fortnight,  he  preached  publickly  in  the  forenoons :  but  when 
he  did  not  so,  ho  bad  the  morning  sermon  repeated  at  noon,  and  the  after- 
noon sermon  repeated  at  night,  and  both  the  sermons  repeated  once  more 
in  the  evening,  before  the  next  Lord's  day:  at  which  times  he  still  took 
occasion  to  reinforce  the  more  notable  truths  occurring  in  the  sermons, 
with  pertinent  applications  of  his  own. 

At  this  rate  this  eminent  person  "ran  the  race  that  was  set  before  him:" 
and  though  one  would  have  thought  that  so  laborious  a  race  must  have 
been  quickly  run,  yet,  if  that  may  be  an  encouragement  unto  diligent  fol- 
lowers, let  them  know  that  fourscore  years  of  age  dispatched  it  not;  he 
continued  a  "green  olive  tree"  in  the  "house  of  God,"  long  after  he  was 
gray  headed  for  age ;  and  in  his  old  age  he  did  not  leave  off  to  bring  forth 
fruit  unto  the  praise  of  God.  I  find  that  the  law  of  redemption,  in  the  last 
chapter  of  Leviticus,  (in  Hos.  iii.  2,  alluded  unto)  valued  a  man  above 
sixty  but  at  fifteen  shekels ;  whereas  a  man  between  twenty  and  sixty  was 
valued  at  (an  homer  of  barley,  or)  no  less  than  fifty  shekels.  But  the 
worth  of  our  Chaneey  at  eighty,  continued  much  what  as  it  was  when  he 
was  under  sixty;  and  he  was  a  person  of  great  vjrjrili  and  use  unto  the  last. 
Indeed,  it  was  his  laudable  ambition  to  be  so.  Whence,  after  age  had 
enfeebled  him,  the  fellows  of  the  colledge  once  leading  this  venerable  old 
man  to  preach  a  sermon  in  a  winter-day,  they,  out  of  affection  unto  him, 
to  discourage  him  from  so  difficult  an  undertaking,  told  him,  "Sir,  you'll 
certainly  die  in  the  pulpit."  But  he  laying  hold  on  what  they  said,  as  if 
they  had  offered  him  the  greatest  encouragement  in  the  world,  pressed  the 
more  vigorously  through  the  snow-drift,  and  said,  "How  glad  should  I 
be,  if  what  yoii  say  might  prove  true  I" 

§  9,  He  kept  a  diary,  the  loss  of  which  I  cannot  but  mention  with  regret ; 
nevertheless,  I  can  report  thus  much  of  it,  that  it  was  methodized  under  the 
heads  of  sins  and  mercies.  Under  the  head  of  sins,  he  took  notice  of  his 
failings,  as  if  he  had  spoken  a  passionate  word,  or  been  dull  and  cold  in 
his  duties,  and  the  like.  Under  the  head  of  merciea,  he  took  notice  of  the 
special  and  more  signal  favours  which  Heaven  bestowed  upon  him.  He 
was  also  very  much  in  meditation,  and  in  that  one  important  kind  and 
part  of  it,  self-examination,  especially  in  his  preparations  for  the  Lord's 

■  That  lliejr  ibougbt  it  moet  SEiIuLaiy  to  mske  sbort  pcsfSts,  und  to  mste  tliem  ofteiu 
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table.  Erom  his  diary  we  have  recovered  a  little  relating  thereunto;  and 
for  a  specimen,  the  reader  shall  here  have  a  few  of  his  notes,  which  he 
entitled, 

SBLP-TRIALS   BEFORE   THE   SACRAMENT. 
TRIAL  OF  MV  PART  /JV  CHRKT. 

1.  I  am  aubjeet  to  ite  commandment  of  believing  on  his  person. 

2.  I  rest  and  rely  upon  him  only  for  salvation. 

3.  I  resolve,  by  God's  help,  to  leaye  all  for  him. 

4.  All  my  hopes  are  in  him,  and  he  is  my  peace. 

5.  By  his  spirit  given  me. 

6.  That  I  walk  "not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  tlie  spirit." 
■J.  By  many  tokens  of  his  lovo  to  me. 

TRIALS  OF  MY  FAITH. 

1.  By  the  growth  of  it 

2.  Bytheiiftofit 

3.  By  tlie,/mi(3  of  it 

TRIAL  OF  MY  REPEIVT^^CE. 
By  the  nature  of  it:  that  is,  eiiange  of  mind,  and  my  purpose  to  turn  from  all  sin  to  God; 
"dying  dallv  to  sin." 

TRIAL  OP  MY  UPRXOUTJ^ESS  TOWARDS  GOD. 

1.  My  care  to  keep  his  commandments, 

3.  That  his  "commandments  are  not  giievoua  fo  mo." 

3.  Desire  of  union  with  him,  and  "cleaving  to  him  with  full  purpose  of  heart." 

1.  Not  to  suffer  sin  upon  any  one. 

2.  To  love  all  the  saints  for  truth's  sake. 

3.  Love  of  the  Godly  dead. 

By  reciting  those  qualifieations  of  a  Christian,  by  which  this  exem- 
plary Christian  would  examine  himself,  I  have  described  how  exemplarily 
lie  himself  was  qualified. 

§  10.  His  conduct  of  himself  in  his  ministry  (wherein  he  preached 
over  the  whole  Gospel  of  John,  the  Acta  of  the  Apostles,  the  three  Epis- 
tles of  John,  and  largely  handled  the  doctrine  of  Self-denial,  Faith,  Jus- 
tification, Adoption,  Sanctiflcation,  and  many  other  occasional  subjects) 
■ivlll  he  most  exactly  apprehended  from  the  council  which  I  find  him  writ- 
ing to  another  minister,  in  a  letter  dated  December  20,  1665, 

"In  your  ministerial  work  (srdth  he)  let  me  give  you  a  few  directions: 

"  1 .  Be  much  in  prayer  to  God:  thereby  you  shall  find  more  succout  and  svccess  in  your 
ministry,  than  by  all  your  study. 

"a.  Preach  much  about  the  misery  of  the  state  of  nature,  the  preparatives  to  conversion; 
the  nature  of  conversion,  or  etfectual  calling;  the  necessity  of  union  and  communion  with 
Christ;  the  nature  of  saving  and  justifying  faith,  and  the  fruits  thereof — love  and  good 
woi'ks,  and  sanetification. 

"3.  Explain  the  words  of  your  text  clearly;  bring  clear  proof  of  parallel  scriptures;  let 
your  reasons  be  Seripturo-reaaons;  but  be  moat  in  application;  which  is  spent  in  Sve  uses, 
refutiition  of  error,  information  of  the  truth,  correction  of  manners,  exhortation  and  instruc- 
tion in  righteousness.  All  which  yon  find  in  2  Tim,  iiL  16,  11,  And  tliere  is  a  fifth  use, 
viz ;  of  comfort,  I  Cor.  xiv.  3. 
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"4.  Preach  not  high  notions.  Read  Amea'  MeduUa;  and  the  explication  of  1  Cor.  ii.  1  2. 
Neither  use  any  dark  Latin  vjords,  or  any  deiived  thence,  wliich  poor  people  can't  understand, 
without  expliiining  of  them,  so  that  the  poorest  and  simplest  people  may  understand  all. 

"5.1  advise  you  being  once  in  office  to  catechise  every  Lord's  day  in  the  afternoon,  so  as 
to  go  through  the  caledkise  once  in  a  year. 

"Finally,  be  very  careful  of  scriptural  rules  to  God's  ministers,  'OfSaii.s~v  ^ov  Xayov, 
nfii-taSsTv  xai  h  Wpoffffsij^ais  Wpoii'xa.pTepEru."* 

Thus  did  he  advise,  without  occasion  to  make  confession  of  the  poet, 
which  of  all  is  the  most  unhappy  for  the  preacher. 
Menitia  mm  miner  ip$e  meiis.X 

He  was,  indeed,  an  exceeding  plain  preacher,  frequently  saying,  Ar^ 
est  Celare  Art£m\X  and  yet  a  more  learned  and  a  more  lively  preacher  has 
rarely  been  heard.  He  would  therefore  mention  it,  as  a  pious  and  pru- 
dent complaint  of  Reverend  Mr,  Dod,  "That  too  many  ministers  deal  like 
unskilful  archers;  they  shoot  over  the  heads,  and  much  more  over  the 
hearts  of  their  hearers,  and  miss  their  mark,  while  they  soar  so  high  by 
handling  deep  points;  or  by  using  of  obscure  and  dark  expressions  or 
phrases  in  their  preaching."  But  for  the  preaching  of  our  Chancey,  the 
same  account  may  be  given  of  it  that  Photius  gives  about  the  preaching 
of  Athanasius:  In  Sermonibus  vbique  in  Locutione  Clams  est,  et  Brevis,  et 
Simplex,  Acutus  tamen  et  Alius,  et  Argumentationibus,  omnia  vehemens,  et  in 
his  Ihnia  Libertas,  ut  Admirabilis  8it% 

%  11.  In  the  colledge  whereof  he  was  president,  he  did  the  part,  T! 
piXavflpwsra  Ka.t  piXoflfa  'saiSsvTs — "An  instructor  inspired  tcith  the  love  of  Cfod 
and  Oie  love  of  souls."  But  if  the  reader  expect  any  further  account  of 
this  reverend  man — ^what  he  was,  what  he  thought,  and  what  he  preacJwd — 
let  liim  give  himself  the  edifying  pleasure  of  reading  what  he  printed. 
But  of  his  printed  composures,  the  more  considerable  were  his  twenty- 
six  sermons  upon  justCJication,  published  in  the  year  1659.  On  the  motive 
which  he  mentioned  in  the  preface  thereunto — "My  particular  employ- 
ment," saith  he,  "wherein  I  hope  that  my  desire  is  to  serve  the  Lord  in 
truth,  and  to  seek  the  great  benefit  of  youth  and  students,  who  are  to  be 
trained  up,  'Ev  vaflsrfia  tS  Kupii: — that  is,  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord — that  may 
put  a  right  understanding  into  them,  hath  moved  me  to  represent  this 
doctrine  of  jtistificatwn  as  a  standard  of  truth  and  salvation  to  them ;  which 
they  should  hold  fast,  and  as  the  Lord  shall  call  them  thereunto  hold  forth 
m  the  r  generations."  It  had  been  an  usual  thing  with  him  solemnly  to 
Ca  t  on  scholars  against  those  doctrines  which  ewlt  man  and  debase  Christ: 
inl  he  thought  particularly  with  Luther,  Amisso  articuh  justifcationis  el 
am    a  est  simul  tota  Doctrina  GhrisHana.]\ 
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And  agreeably  to  that  caution,  wc  bare  bim,  in  tbis  hia  most  judicious 
treatiae,  maintaining— 

"That  justification  ia  a  judicial  proceeding,  wherein  the  sentence  of  God  absolves  and 
acquMs  the  sinner  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  accepts  him  as  a  just  person  unto  eteroal  life. 

■That  the  juslifieation  of  a  sinner  before  God,  ia  the  decree  of  if,  in  the  purchase  of  it^ 
and  in  the  application  of  it,  is  to  be  ascribed  unto  the  free  gi'ace  of  God,  and  jet  there  is 
also  a  glorious  concurrence  of  strict  justice  thereunto. 

"  That  the  Son  of  God,  condescending  to  be  the  svrety  of  his  chosen,  iflok  their  debt  npon 
birasolfi  and  by  suffering  the  full  punishment  which  was  due  for  their  sins,  made  that  satis, 
faction  onto  the  justjca  of  God,  whereupon  we  receive  the  remission  of  sms,  which,  without 
such  a  satisfaction,  had  been  impossible. 

"That  none  of  the  afflictions  which  befal  the  fdthful  are  proper  punishments  for  sin,  but 
theeorrecfiwdispensionsof  acarefa!/a(W,  and  the  so!u«iM  dispensations  of  a  prudent  to^er, 

"That  yet  many  Godly  men  smart  for  their  boldness  insin:  and  when  Paul  writing  to 
saints,  tells  them,  'If  you  live  after  the  flesh,  you  shall  die,'  he  speaks  not  only  of  tem- 
poral, but  of  eternal  death;  for  though 'tis  not  possible  for  saints  to  die  eternaliy,  'tis  oa 
possible  for  them  to  die  eternally  as  to  sin  efernally. 

"That  we  are  not  justified  by  foith,  as  it  is  ft  worlt  in  UB,  nor  is  our  act  of  believing  any 
part  of  the  matter  of  that  righteousness  wherein  we  stand  righteous  before  God.  But 
faith  does  only  Juatifie  ua  relatively,  or  as  it  has  reference  to  its  oli;ecl,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  righteousness,  or  as  it  receives  the  mercy  of  God  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  or  as 
the  beggar's  hand  receiving  a  bag  of  gold  enricheth  him;  it  is  but  a  passive  instrument; 
and  the  words  of  James, '  That  a  man  is  justified  hf  works,  and  not  by  ffuth  alone,'  do  not 
oppose'the  other  words  of  Paul,  but  only  assert  that  a  justifyiog  faith  is  in  this  opposed 
unto  a  iidse  and  dead  faith,  it  will  certainly  be  effectual  to  produce  good  works  in  the  believer, 

"That  believers,  notwithstanding  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  ought  often  to  renew  all 
the  expressions  of  repentance  for  their  sins,  and  still  to  be  fervent  and  instant  in  prayer  for 
pardon;  inasmuch  as  we  have  need  of  having  remis^on  afresh  applied  unto  us;  and  we  also 
need  the  joya  and  fruits  of  onr  pardon,  and  the  grace  to  make  a  right  use  thereof. 

"That  the  whole  obedience  of  the  Lord  Jesua  Christ,  both  active  and  passive,  belongs  to 
that  perfect  righteousness  which  is  required  in  order  to  justification ;  and  this  righteousness 
of  God  ia  convoyed  unlo  believers  by  way  of  imputation :  it  is  reckoned  and  accounted 
theirs,  upon  their  apprehending  of  it ;  which  imputation  is  a  gracious  act  of  God  the  Father, 
whereby  as  a  Jv^e  he  aecounfs  the  sins  of  the  believer  unto  the  surety,  as  if  he  had 
committed  the  same,  and  the  righteousness  of  Iha  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  believer, 
as  if  he  had  performed  that  obedience. 

"That  still  it  follows  not  that  every  believer  is  a  Redeemer  and  a  Saviour  of  others,  as  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  is;  it  is  the  righteousness  of  the  surety,  and  not  the  suretiship  it 
self,  that  is  imputed  unto  the  believer;  the  suretiship  is  proper  nnl«  our  Lord,  and  because  the 
vertue  which  is  in  the  head  is  communicated,  nnto  the  members,  'tis  frivolous  thence  to  argjie, 
that  every  member  is  thereby  made  an  head,  and  has  the  influence  of  our  head  upon  the  rest 

"  That  as  Adam  was  the  common  root  of  all  mankind,  and  so  bis  firat  sin  is  imputed  unto 
all  his  posterity;  thus  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ia  the  common  root  of  all  the  faithful,  and  bis 
obedience  is  imputed  unto  them  all." 

Tbia  was  tbe  old  faitb  of  New-England  about  that  most  important 
article  o?  jitsUficaiion;  an  article  wherein  all  the  duties  and  comforts  of 
our  holy  religion  are  more  than  a  little  concerned.  And  I  thought  I  could 
not  make  a  fitter  present  unto  tbe  "sons  of  my  mother,"  than  by  thus 
laying  before  the  scholars  of  Harvard- Colledge  an  abstract  of  what  the 
venerable  old  President  of  that  colledge  lefi  as  a  legacy  unto  them. 
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All  tliat  I  shall  add  upon  it  is,  tliat  as  'tis  tie  observation  of  our  Dr. 
Owen,  in  his  most  judicious  book  of  justification ; 

"I  am  not  satisfied  that  any  of  those  who  at  preMnt  oppose  tills  docfrinfi,  do  in  holiness 
and  cighteoHsneBS,  and  the  exercise  of  all  Christian  graces,  surpass  those  who  in  the  last 
ages,  both  in  this  and  other  nations,  firmly  adherred  unto  it,  and  who  constantly  testified 
unto  thut  effectual  influence  which  it  had  into  their  walking  before  God;  nor  do  I  know 
tliat  any  can  be  named  amongst  ns  in  the  former  ages,  who  were  eminent  in  holiness,  and 
many  such  thei*  were,  who  did  not  cordially  assent  unto  that  which  we  plead  for.  And 
it  doth  not  yet  appear  in  general  that  an  attempt  to  introduce  a  doctrine  contraiy  unto  it, 
has  had  any  great  success  in  the  reformation  of  the  lives  of  men." 

So  our  Loly  Chancey  was  an  eminent  instance  to  confirm  sometHng  of 
this  observation.  Albeit  he  were  so  elaborately  solicitous  to  exclude  good 
works  from  any  share  in  the  "antecedent  condition  of  our  justification;" 
yet  there  were  few  men  in  the  world  who  more  practically  and  accurately 
acknowledged  the  necessity  of  good  worlts  in  all  the  justified:  and  so 
afraid  was  he  of  defiling  his  own  souJ,  and  of  disturbing  his  own  peace, 
by  the  admission  of  any  known  sin,  that  though  he  made  so  many  stated 
Bupplications  every  day,  yet,  if  be  had  fallen  into  any  misbecoming  pas- 
sion, or  any  sensible  distemper  or  disorder  of  heart  in  the  day,  it  occa- 
sioned his  immediate  retirement  for  another  prayer  extraordinary  before 
the  Lord. 

§  11.  I  remember  that  upon  the  article  in  the  ^praises  of  a  good  man, 
[Psal.  i.  3,]  "He  brings  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season,"  there  is  a  notable 
gloss  of  A,ben  Ezra,  to  this  purpose:  Anima  HaHonalis, plena  SapienMm,  in 
Tempore  Senectutis  opportuno,  separatur  a  Corpore,  sicut  Fruelus  ah  Arbore, 
et  non  moritur  ante  Diem*  Such  a  free  was  our  Chancey,  and  such  was 
his  fate.  This  eminent  soldier  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  after  he  was  come 
to  be  fourscore  years  of  age,  continued  still  to  "  endure  hardness  as  a  good 
soldier  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;"  and  still  professed,  with  the  aged  Poly- 
carp,  That  he  "was  not  willing  to  leave  the  service  of  the  Lord,  that  had 
more  than  fourscore  years  been  a  good  master  to  him."  When  his  friends 
pressed  him  to  remit  and  abate  his  vast  labours,  he  wovrld  reply,  Oportet 
Imperatorem  Stantem  mon;f  according  he  stood  beyond  expectation,  direct- 
ing in  the  learned  camp,  where  he  had  been  a  commander.  At  length,  on 
the  commencement  in  the  year  1671,  ho  made  a  farewel  oration,  wherein 
he  took  a  solemn  farewel  of  his  friends,  and  then  sent  for  his  children, 
itpon  whom  he  bestowed  a  solemn  blessing,  with  fervent  prayers,  com- 
mending them  to  the  grace  of  God.  So  like  aged  R.  Simeon,  once  ('tis 
by  some  thought)  the  president  of  a  college  at  Jerusalem,  he  kept  waiting 
and  longing  for  his  call,  "to  depart  in  peace  1"  Accordingly  the  end  of 
this  year  proved  the  endoi  his  days:  when  illness  growing  upon  him, 
the  reverend  Mr.  tTrian  Oakes,  after  his  requested  supplications,  asked 
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liim  to  give  a  sign  of  his  Kopeful  and  joyfal  assurances,  if  he  yet  had 
them,  of  hia  entering  into  eternal  glory ;  whereat  the  speechless  old  man 
lifted  up  his  hands,  as  high  towards  heaven  as  he  could  lift  them,  and  so 
hia  renewed  and  ripened  soul  flew  thither,  February  19,  1671,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  hia  age,  and  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  president- 
ship over  Harvard- Colledge.  He  left  behind  him  no  less  than  six  sons: 
every  of  which  had  received  the  laurels  of  degrees  in  the  colledge;  and 
some  of  them  from  the  hands  of  their  aged  father.  Their  names  were 
Isaac,  lohabod,  Barnabas,  Nathanael  and  Elnathan,  (which  two  were  twins) 
and  Israel.  All  of  these  did,  while  they  had  opportunity,  preach  the  gos- 
pel ;  and  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  like  their  excellent  father  before  them, 
had  an  eminent  skill  in  physick  added  unto  their  other  accomplishments; 
which,  like  him,  they  used  for  the  good  of  many;  as  indeed  it  is  well 
known  that,  until  two  hundred  years  ago,  physick  in  England  was  no  pro- 
fession distinct  from  divinity;  and  accordingly  princes  had  the  same  per- 
sons to  be  their  physicians  and  their  confessors.  But  only  two  of  them  are 
now  living;  the  first  and  the  last:  the  one  in  England,  the  other  in  New- 
England;  Isaac,  now  a  pastor  of  a  church  in  London,  and  an  author  of 
several  well  known  treatises;  Israel,  now  a  pastor  of  a  church  in  our 
Stratford,  where  he  is  at  this  day  a  rich  blessing  to  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut. The  happy  mother  of  these  worthy  sons  was  Catharine,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Kobert  Eyre,  Esq.,  who,  dying  a  little  before  her  consort,  had  her 
holy  life  quickly  afier  published;  namely,  by  the  publication  of  the 
directions  for  an  }tohj  life,  which  her  pious  father  left  aa  a  legacy  for  hia 
children:  directions  whereof  I  shall  say  but  this,  that  as  they  express  the 
true  spirit  of  Puritanism,  so  they  comprise  the  wisest,  the  fruitfuUest, 
the  exactest,  and  the  holiest  rules  of  living  that  ever  I  saw  together  in  any 
short  human  composure;  and  the  reprinting  of  them  would  not  only  give 
a  description  of  the  heavenly  conversation  endeavoured  by  our  great 
Charles  Chancey,  whom  we  have  hitherto  been  considering,  but  also  pro- 
cure the  admiration,  if  not  imitation,  of  them  that  read  it. 

§  12.  New-England  having  enjoyed  such  a  privilege,  and  such  a  presi- 
dent as  our  Chancey,  governing  a  college,  I  will  conclude  this  account 
thereof  with  certain  passages  which  this  reverend  man  pubHsbed  in  a  ser- 
mon, on  Amos  ii,  11 — "I  raised  up  of  your  sons  for  prophets,  and  of  your 
young  men  for  Nazarites,"^ — preached  at  Cambridge  the  day  after  one  of 
the  commencements : 

"God  hatli  wonderfolly  erected  Behoola  of  learning,  and  means  of  eduontion  for  our  ehil- 
dren,  that  thtire  Blight  1m  conUnually  some  comfortjible  supply  nnd  Hucces^oQ  in  the  miniatiy. 
Is  it  not  so,  O  ye  people  of  God  in  New-Engkndl  But  then  let  me  testify  against  you  in 
the  Lord's  name,  for  great  unthanitfuloess  to  tho  Lord  for  so  great  a  mercy.  The  great 
blessing  of  ft  painful  ministry  is  not  regarded  by  covetous  earth  worms;  neither  do  the 
schools  of  Iflarning,  that  afford  oyl  to  the  lamps,  come  into  their  thoughts,  to  praise  the  Lord 
for  them.  Or,  some  little  good  they  apprehend  in  it,  to  liave  a  minister  to  spend  the  Sahbath, 
and  to  baptize  their  children,  and  keep  them  out  of  harm's  way,  or  teaeh  them  to  write  and 
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read,  and  cost  accounts;  but  they  deepiae  the  angeVs  bread,  and  count  it  lighi  iluff  in  com- 
parison of  other  thinga,  yea,  there  be  many  in  tho  country  that  account  it  their  happiness  to 
iive  in  the  vast  howling-  wilderness,  without  any  ministry  or  schools,  ond  means  of  education 
for  their  posterity;  they  have  much  liberty,  they  think,  by  this  ivani.  Surely  their  practice 
about  their  children  is  little  better  than  the  merciless  and  unnatural  profanencss  of  the  Israel- 
ites,'that  sacrificed  their  boos  and  their  daughters  unto  devils  T  And  many  maite  wicked 
returns  of  these  blessings,  and  fearfully  abuse  them,  and  seek  what  they  can  to  weary  out 
ministers,  and  pull  down  schools  of  learning,  or,  which  is  all  one,  deny  or  witlihold  mainte- 
nance from  them;  as  good  as  to  say 'Rase  them,  rase  thera  to  the  foundations!'  But  how 
exoeeding  hateful  unto  the  Lord  is  tliia  unthankfulnessl  Do  you  thus  requite  the  Lord,  ye 
foolish  people  and  unwise? 

"But  then  let  scholars  mdniy  intend,  bbour,  and  study  for  this;  to  be  prophets  and  Naz- 
arites:  and  therefore  let  spenking  to  edification,  exhortation,  and  comfort  be  aimed  at  in  all 
your  studies ;  and  behave  your  selves  as  being  set  apart  in  peculiar  manner  for  the  Lord. 
To  use  the '  vessels  of  the  temple'  to  quaff  and  carouse  in,  was  a  Babylonish  practice.  Yo« 
should  have  less  to  do  with  the  world  and  worldly  delights,  and  be  less  cumbred  than  others 
with  the  affairs  of  this  life." 

All  that  we  will  add  of  this  good  old  man,  shall  be  the  epitaph,  which 
is  now  to  be  read  on  his  tomb-stone  in  Cambridge: 

Conditam  hie  eat  Corpus, 

CAROLI    CHAUNCffil, 

S.  S,   Theologia  Baccalaur. 

ColUgii  MarBardini  Nov-Avgl.  Far  XVII.  Awnoi-um  Spacium  Frasidis  VigUuntissimi, 

Viri  Flane  Integerriini,  Concionatorie  Bximii,  Fictate 

Fariter  aa  Liberali  Eridiiittne  Ornaiiasimi. 

Qui  Obiit  in  Domino,  Feb.  XIX.  An.  Dom.  M.DC.LXX.I. 

Et  .^atia  sua,  LXXX.IL* 


mCASit   THE   LIFE   OP   MR.   JOHN   FISK. 

'Ikt^oS  ya^  6.vr\a  *oXK5v  avra^ioj  dXXwv.;f 

§  1.  Among  the  most  famous  preachers  and  writers  of  the  gospel  with 
which  the  primitive  church  was  blessed,  there  was  "Luke,  the  beloved 
physician ;"  of  whom  Jerom  elegantly  says,  Quomodo  Apostoli  de  Piscaiari- 
hue  ptscium,  Piscatores  Hominum  factt  sunt,  ita  de  Medico  Corporum  in  Med- 
Y^sis  est  Anitnarum;  cujus  Liber  quotie-icwnque  legihir  in  Ecclesixs, 
^1  that  blessed  scholar  and  eollegue  of  the  Apostle 


1,  glfled  with  equal  merit  in  piolj  and  » 

1 

Ho  died  ill  llio  Lord,  Febrnoiy  Ifllh,  A.  D.  1071,  aged  8a. 

Ae  ipullei  vare  converted  (torn  flsbem 

i«n  Into  flsht 

ira  of  men,  so  Lake,  IVom  a  jAjialclDn  of  bodies,  Ixcame 

rend  In  our  cburcbBB,  Uiere  will  bo  no  lack  of 
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Paul,  wlio  (as  Jerom  also  tella  us)  according  to  the  opinion  of  some,  iotenda 
the  volarao  which  had  been  penned  by  this  Luke,  as  often  rs  he  uses  that 
expression  in  his  epistles,  "according  to  my  gospel." 

And  among  the  first  preachers  and  writers  which  rendered  the  primi- 
tive times  of  New-England  happy,  there  was  one  who  might  lilcewise  be 
called  "a  beloved  physician;"  one  to  whom  there  might  also  be  given  the 
eulogy  which  the  ancients  think  was  given  to  Luke,  "  a  brother  whose  praise 
was  in  the  gospel  throughout  all  churches." 

This  was  Mr.  John  Fisk, 

I  2.  Mr.  John  Fiak  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  (called  for  dis- 
tinction "one  of  the  nine  parishes")  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  about  the 
year  1601,  of  pious  and  worthy  parents,  yea,  of  grand-parents  and  great- 
grand-parenta  eminent  for  zeal  in  the  true  religion.  There  were  six 
brothers  in  the  infamous  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  whereof  three  were  Papists 
and  three  were  Protestants— I  may  say  Puritans;  and  of  the  latter  (whereof 
none  were  owned  by  the  former)  two  were  sorely  persecuted.  For  one  of 
these  brethren,  the  pujsevant  having  a  kindness,  gave  him  a  private  and 
previous  notice  of  his  coming  with  an  order  to  seize  him;  whereupon  the 
good  man  first  called  his  femily  to  prayer,  hastned  away  to  hide  himself 
in  a  ditch,  with  his  godly  wife,  which  had  a  sucking  child  at  her  breast. 
The  pursevant  being  near  at  hand,  a  (horn  in  the  hedge  gave  such  a  mark 
to  the  child's  face,  as  never  went  out;  whereat  the  child  beginning  to  roar, 
the  mother  presently  clapt  it  to  the  breast,  whereby  it  was  quieted  at  once, 
and  there  was  no  discovery  then  or  after  made  of  these  confessors.  An- 
other of  these  brethren,  from  whom  our  Fisk  was  descended,  was  then  (to 
avoid  iuming)  hid  many  months  in  a  wood-pile;  and  afterwards,  for  half 
a  year  in  a  ceUar,  where  he  diligently  employed  himself  in  profitable  man- 
ufactures; hy  candh  light,  after  such  a  manner  as  to  remain  likewise  undis- 
covered ;  but  his  many  hardships  brought  that  excessive  hkeding  upon  him, 
that  shortned  his  days,  and  added  unto  the  cry  of  the  "souls  tinder  the  altar." 
§  3.  Our  John  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  afterwards 
came  to  New-England  with  him,  and  left  a  posterity  with  whom  God 
established  his  holy  covenant.  His  parents  having  devoted  him  unto  the 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  they  sent  him  first  unto  1  sciamniar 
school,  two  miles  from  the  place  of  their  abode,  whither  hi=!  diligent  ijul 
was,  instead  of  wings,  every  day  to  carry  him.  His  education  <it  the 
school  having  fitted  him  for  the  university,  he  went  unto  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  admitted  into  (as  I  think)  Immamiel  College,  in  which  he 
resided  until  he  became  a  graduate.  Some  time  after  this,  being  both  by 
art  and  by  heart  well  prepared  for  it,  he  applied  himself  unto  the  work  to 
which  he  had  been  devoted;  namely,  the  preaching  of  the  gospel;  but 
the  silencers  grew  SO  hard  upon  him  for  his  non -conformity,  that  upon  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  he  set  himself  to  study  phr/sick,  and  upon  a  thor- 
ough examination,  he  obtained  a  licence  for  publick  practice.     When  he 
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was  about  eight  and  twenty  years  of  age,  lie  married  a  vertuoiia  young 
gentlewoman ;  several  hundreds  of  pounds  of  whose  patrimony  were  denied 
her  upou  the  displeasure  of  Aer  father,  at  her  coming  to  New-England. 

But  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  who  had  committed  unto  him  the 
care  of  his  mother  and  hia  two  sisters,  and  his  youngest  hrother,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  remove  into  New-England,  where  he  saw  an  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  unto  the  qiiiet  exercise  of  his  ministry.  He  and  that 
excellent  man  Mr.  John  Allin  came  aboard  in  a  disguise,  to  avoid  the  fury 
of  their  persecutors;  but  after  they  were  past  the  Land's-end,  they  enter- 
tained the  passengers  with  two  sermons  every  day,  besides  other  agreeable 
devotions,  which  filled  the  voyage  with  so  much  of  religion,  that  one  of 
the  passengers  being  examined  about  his  going  to  divert  himself  with  an 
hook  and  line,  on  the  Lord's  day,  he  protested,  "that  he  did  not  know 
when  the  Lord's  day  was;  he  thought  every  day  was  a  Sabbath  day; 
for,"  he  said,  "they  did  nothing  but  pray  and  preach  all  the  week  long." 

I  4.  Mr.  Fisk  arrived  in  New-England  in  the  year  1637,  having  had 
nothing  to  render  the  voyage  uncomfortable,  but  only  that  his  aged  moiksr 
died  quickly  after  he  came  aboard,  and  his  only  infant  quickly  after  he 
came  ashore.  He  came  well  stocked  with  servants,  and  all  sorts  of  tools 
for  husbandry  and  carpentry,  and  with  provisions  to  support  his  family 
in  a  wilderness  for  three  years  together;  out  of  which  he  charitably  lent 
a  considerable  quantity  to  the  country,  which  he  then  found  in  the  dis- 
tresses of  a  war  with  the  Pequot  Indians,  He  now  sojourned  about  three 
years  at  Salem,  where  he  was  both  a  preacher  to  the  church,  and  a  tutor 
unto  divers  young  scholars  (whereof  the  well-known  Sir  George  Downing 
was  one)  as  he  was  afterwards  unto  his  own  children,  when  the  want  of 
grammar-schools  at  haud  made  it  necessary.  From  thence  he  removed 
unto  a  place  adjoining  thereunto,  which  is  now  called  Wenham:  where 
on  October  8,  16i4,  a  churph  was  gathered,  of  which  he  continued  the 
pastor  in  that  place  for  more  than  twice  seven  years:  contented  with  a 
very  mean  salary,  and  consuming  his  own  fair  estate  for  the  welfare  of 
the  new  plantation. 

§  5.  About  the  year  1656  he  removed  with  the  major  part  of  his 
church  to  another  new  town,  called  Chelmsford;  and  there  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  Of  the  afflictions  which  now  disciplined  him,  one 
of  the  saddest  was  the  loss  of  his  concordance;  I  mean,  of  his  godly  and 
worthy  arnsort,  who  by  her  incomparable  expertness  in  the  Scriptures  had. 
rendred  any  other  concordance  of  the  Bible  useless  unto  his  library. 
This  vertuous  woman  lost  her  sight  for  some  years  before  she  died;  under 
which  disaster  a  most  exemplary  patience  was  produced  in  her,  by  her 
view  of  "the  things  which  are  not  seen  and  are  eternal:"  and  at  length, 
after  many  admonitions  unto  her  friends  to  improve  their  sight  well  whilst 
they  had  it,  she  had  on  February  14,  1671,  her  eyes  opened,  by  their  being 
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closed;  and  was  by  death  carried  from  faith  unto  immediate  and  everlast- 
ing sight:  after  which  he  married  again. 

§  6.  Twecty  years  did  he  shine  in  the  "golden  candlestick"  of  Chelms- 
ford; a  plain,  but  an  able,  painful,  and  useful  preacher  of  the  gospel; 
rarely,  if  ever,  by  sickness  hindred  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministry. 
As  Marciliua  Ficinus  having  written  one  book,  "Be  Sanitate  Tuenda"*  and 
another  book,  "De  Yahtvdine  Besiituenda" \  concluded  his  course  with 
writing  his  book,  "i)e  Vita  Coslitus  Gompamnde:"^  t^ius  our  Mr.  Fiak, 
now  superseded  bis  care  and  skill  of  dispensing  medicines  for  the  body, 
by  doing  it  for  the  soul.  But  although  he  did  in  his  ministry  go  through 
an  exposition  of  almost  all  the  Scripture  in  both  Testaments,  and  unto 
hia  Lord's  day  sermons  added  a  monthly  lecture  on  the  week-day,  besides 
his  discourses  at  the  private  meetings  of  the  faithful,  and  bis  exact  and 
faithful  cares  to  keep  up  ehureh-discipline,  yet  none  of  his  labours  were 
more  considerable  than  Lis  catechetical.  It  is  by  the  excellent  Owen 
excellently  well  observed,  "That  unless  a  man  has  some  good  satisfaction 
concerning  the  spiritual  condition  of  those  that  are  committed  unto  his 
charge,  he  can  never  approve  himself  among  them  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  ie  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth:  and  the  work  of  the 
ministry  is  not  by  any  means  more  evacuated,  and  rendered  ineffectual, 
than  when  men  have  not  a  certain  design  to  deal  with  their  hearers 
according  to  what  they  are  perswaded  that  their  spiritual  estate  doth 
require."  Our  Fisk  therefore  did,  by  most  laborious  catechising,  endeav- 
our to  know  the  state  of  his  Hock,  and  make  it  good:  and  hence,  although 
he  did  himself  compose  and  publish  a  most  useful  catechism,  which  be 
entituled,  "The  Olive  Plant  Watered,^^  yet  he  chose  the  Assembly's  Cate- 
chism for  his  publick  expositions,  wherewith  he  twice  went  over  it,  in 
discourses  before  his  afternoon-sermons  on  the  Sabbath. 

§  7.  Towards  the  end  of  bis  life,  he  hegan  to  labour  especially  under 
two  maladies,  either  of  which  were  enough  to  try  the  most  consummate 
patience  of  any  man  living;  these  were,  first,  the  stone,  and  then  the  gout; 
which  at  last  were  followed  with  convulsions,  that  brought  his  laborious 
life  unto  an  end ;  and  gave  him  the  experience  of  Streitbergerua'  motto 
Qai  non  est  Orucianus  rum  est  Ohristianus.  §  Yea,  for  a  complication  of 
maladies,  his  condition  became  not  unlike  the  blessed  Calvin's,  of  whom, 
the  historian  relates,  "That  be  was  troubled  with  as  many  infirmities  aa 
in  different  subjects  might  have  supplied  an  hospital." 

On  the  second  Lord's  day  of  bis  confinement  by  illness,  after  he  had 
been  many  Lord's  days  carried  unto  the  chui'cb  in  a  chair,  and  preached, 
as  in  the  primitive  times  they  still  treated,  sitting,  he  was  taken  with  con- 
vulsions, which  renewed  so  fast  upon  him,  that  within  a  few  days  he  did, 
on  January  14,  1670,  see  a  "rest  from  his  labours:"  having  first  after  this 
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manner  blessed  his  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  were 
by  his  bed-side  waiting  for  his  blessing;  "You  are  as  a  shock  of  corn 
bound  up,  or  as  twins  made  beautiful  by  the  covenant  of  grace.  You 
have  an  interest  in  the  siire  mercies  of  David;  those  you  have  to  live 
upon.  Study  to  emulate  one  another;  but  in  the  best,  in  the  best.  Pro- 
voke one  another  to  love.  The  God  of  your  forefathers  bless  you  all." 
And  added  unto  his  younger  son,  the  present  worthy  pastor  of  Braintree, 
concerning  his  wife  and  his  two  children,  then  absent,  "  The  God  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob,  bless  you,  and  your  posterity  after  you." 
We  will  now  leave  him,  uttering  the  words  of  Weinrichius,  in  his 

EPITAPH, 
Vixi,  et  quern  dedsras  cursum  mihi,  Chriate,  pertgi.- 
Fertasaa   Vit/e,  suaviter  opto  mofi." 


SCHOlASTICUSit    THE   IIPB    OF   MR.  THOMAS   PARKER. 

§  1.  It  may  without  any  ungrateful  comparisons  be  asserted,  that  one 
of  the  greatest  scholars  in  the  English  nation  was  that  renowned  Robert 
Parker  who  was  driven  out  of  the  nation  for  his  non- conformity  to  its 
unhappy  ceremonies  in  the  worship  of  God.  It  was  the  honour  of  that 
great  raau  to  be  the  father  of  such  learned  books  as  that  of  his  "De  Poli- 
tia  MdesiasHca,"  j(  and  that  "  Of  the  Gross  f  as  well  as  foster  father  to  that 
of  Sandford's  "'De  Descensu  Ckristi  ad  iJyferofi;"§  yea,  to  be  in  some  sort 
the  father  of  all  the  non-conformisis  in  our  age,  who  yet  would  not  call 
any  man  their  ^i^.  But  let  it  not  be  counted  any  dishonour  unto  him 
that  he  was  also  the  natural /oi/ser  of  our  Thomas  Parker. 

§  2.  This  Mr.  Thomas  Parker  was  the  only  son  of  his  father,  who  being 
very  desirous  to  have  him  a  scholar,  committed  hira  unto  perhaps  a  godly, 
but  a  very  severe  master.  Under  this  bard  master,  though  he  was  well 
nigh  discouraged  by  the  dulneas  which  he  apprehended  in  his  own  capa- 
city, yet  the  consideration  of  hia  father's  desire  made  him,  with  an  early 
piety,  to  join  his  prayers  unto  his  pains,  that  he  might  have  his  education 
prospered;  and  God  so  prospered  him,  that  he  arrived  unto  a  desirable 
degree  of  knowledge,  both  in  the  tongues  and  in  the  arts. 

§  3,  He  had  been  admitted  into  Magdalen  Colledge  in  Oxford;  but 
after  the  exile  of  his  fether,  he  removed  unto  Dublin  in  Ireland,  where 
he  found  from  Dr,  Usher  the  same  favourable  aspect  which  that  eminent 
person  did  use  to  cast  upon  young  students  that  were  ingenious:   and 
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from  thence  he  went  after  bis  fatlier  into  Holland,  where  Dr.  Ames 
favoured  him  with  his  encouragements  and  assistances  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  honest  studies  now  at  Leyden. 

§  4.  As  his  diligence  was  indefatigable,  so  bis  proficiency  was  propor- 
tionable: and  he  was  particularly  considerable  there  for  his  disputations 
upon  the  points  then  most  considerably  controverted.  It  was  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  that  he  drew  up  his  most  judicious  and  approved  theses, 
"De  Traditdione  Peccaioris i'^^  which  were  bound  up  with  Dr.  Ames,  his 
"  Opuscula,"\  in  some  editions  of  his  answer  to  G-revinchovius.  Those 
most  accurate  Theses  being  thus  published  as  the  composure  of  another, 
our  humble  Parker,  though  instigated  thereunto,  did  yet  refuse  to  do  him- 
self the  justice  of  publishing  himself  some  other  way  to  be  the  author  of 
them.  This  neglect  of  his,  he  said,  was  to  chastise  the  "  vanity  of  his 
own'young  mind,  which  had  been  too  much  pleased  with  the  accuracy  of 
his  own  early  performance  in  those  theses."  But  the  author  of  the  theses 
afterwards  came  to  be  well  known,  by  the  providence  of  God,  when  whole 
books  came  to  be  written  by  learned  men  upon  them ;  whereof  one  was 
entituled,  "  Parhej^us  lUustraius."^ 

But  before  this  age  of  twenty-two,  he  proceeded  master,  with  the  gen- 
eral applause  of  all,  and  the  special  esteem  of  Maccovius,  a  man  renowned 
in  the  Belgick  universities.  In  the  diploma  then  given  him,  they  testifie, 
Ilium  non  sine  magnh  AdmiralioTie  andiverimus, — and  Se  PhilosopMcE 
Artivrnque  liberaUum  periUssimwm  declaravent.% 

§  5.  Maccovius  would  hereupon  have  had  Sibrandus  Lubbertns,  the 
raoderater  of  the  Olassia  there,  to  have  ordained  our  Parker  a  Presbyter, 
us  an  acknowledgment  of  his  exceeding  worth;  but  though  Lubbertns 
could  not  but  acknowledge  it,  yet,  out  of  a  secret  grudge,  he  would  not 
allow  of  the  ordination.  "Whereupon  Maccovius  rode  unto  the  states  at 
Leodin,  with  complaints  of  Lubbertus  for  so  ill  a  thing  as  letting  such  a 
pereon  as  this  Parker  go  away  under  any  cloud  of  disrespect;  and  the 
states  thereupon  wrote  unto  Lubbertus  to  admit  him:  but  the  haste  of 
his  return  into  England  prevented  it. 

§  6.  Residing  at  Newberry  in  England,  he  applied  himself  with  an 
invincible  industry  unto  the  study  of  "school  divinity:"  in  which  pro- 
found and  knotty  study  he  found  such  "ensnaring  temptations,"  that  he 
afterwards  laid  it  all  aside,  for  the  "knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  crucified," 
The  wise  Bullinger  would  with  too  much  reason  say,  Unus  Semxa  plus  sin- 
ceriora  Tlieologice  posteritati  reliquii,  quam  omnes  fer  omnium  Scholastkorum 
Lih-i.  I  The  great  Chamier  would  with  a  like  reason  say,  Solere  se  Scko- 
lasticos  ccmsulere,  non.  aliter  quam  si  quis  aliquando  palaUum  invisens,  post 
Aularum,  cuiicuhrwm  et  ccmacuhrum  magni/icenttam  etiam  Jjatnnas  non 
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dedignetur  inspicere,  sedpaucis,  obfcBtorem*  The  learned  Whitaker  would 
say  of  the  schooi-men,  Plus  habent  ArgiUiarum  quam  ScieniuB,  plus  Sdentice 
quam  Doctrinal,  plus  Doctrinm  qimm  usus,  plus  zims  quam  sapientice  ad  salu- 
fem-t  Our  Parker  conversed  indeed  with  the  school-men,  until  he  almost 
became  one  of  them  himself ;  but  not.such  an  one  as  Luther  meant,  when  he 
SEud,  Qui  Theohgum  Scholasticum  videt,  videt  Sfptein peccata  mortalia.'X  for  he 
grew  sick  of  all  the  learning  that  he  had  got  from  the  school-men;  and 
would  often  say,  "All  the  use  I  now  make  of  all  my  school -learning  is 
this:  I  have  so  much  to  deny  for  the  sake  of  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
Nor  was  be  insensible  of  what  Sir  Walter  Eawleigh  observed  concerning 
the  school-men,  that  they  taught  their  followers  rather  to  shift,  than  to 
resolve  by  their  distinctiotis. 

§  7.  Erom  thence  removing  with  several  devout  Christians  out  of  Wilt- 
shire into  New-England,  he  was  ordained  their  pastor  at  a  town  (oil  his 
and  their  account)  called  Newberry;  where  be  lived  many  years,  by  the 
holiness,  the  humbleness,  the  charity  of  his  life.'giving  his  people  a  per- 
petual and  most  lively  commentary  upon  bis  doctrine. 

§  8.  The  strains  which  his  immoderate  studies  gave  unto  his  organs  of 
sight,  brought  a  miserable  defluxion  of  rheum  upon  his  eyes;  which  pro- 
ceeded so  far,  that  one  of  them  swelled  until  it  came  out  of  his  bead,  and 
the  other  grew  altogether  dim  some  years  before  his  death.  Under  this 
extreme  loss  he  would,  after  a  Christian  and  pleasant  manner,  give  him- 
self that  consolation:  "Well,  they'll  be  restored  shortly,  at  the  resur- 
rection." 

The  Jews,  upon  the  dim  sight  of  Eli,  have  an  observation,  that  none 
are  mentioned  in  the  Scripture,  as  afflicted  with  failure  of  sight,  but  such 
as  were  afflicted  either  iu  their  children,  or  in  their  pupils.  Our  Parker 
bad  no  children  to  afflict  him,  and  his  pupils  were  such  as  to  comfort 
him ;  yet  failure  of  sight  was  his  calamity. 

§  9.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  bent  himself  unto  the  study  of 
the  Scripture-prophecies ;  being,  as  has  been  said  of  Dr.  Usher,  instigated 
thereunto.  It  was  with  an  assiduons  conjunction  of  meditations  and  sup- 
plications that  he  followed  this  delightful  study  till  he  had  written  sev- 
eral volumes,  a  great  part  of  them  in  Latin ;  whereof  no  part  was  ever 
published  but  one  upon  Daniel,  which  he  wrote  in  English.  If  some  of 
his  expositions  upon  those  difficult  parts  of  the  Scripture,  have  been 
since  confuted  by  some  great  authors,  who  disliked  them,  we  may,  on 
more  accounts  than  one,  consider  him  as  the  Homer  of  New-England; 
and  add, 

Aliqaando  Borma  Dormitat  Jlomcrus.^ 
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§  10.  He  went  unto  the  immortals,  in  the  month  of  April,  1677,  about 
the  eighty  second  year  of  his  age;  and  after  he  had  lived  all  hia  days  a 
single  man,  but  a  great  part  of  his  days  engaged  in  apocalyptical  studies, 
he  went  unto  the  apocalyptical  virgins,  who  "follow  the  Lamb  whither- 
soever he  goes." 

He  was  a  person  of  a  most  extensive  chanty,  which  grain  of  his  temper 
might  contribute  to  that  largeness  in  his  principles  about  church-govern- 
merit,  which  exposed  him  unto  many  temptations  amongst  his  neighbours, 
■who  were  not  so  principled.  He  would,  indeed,  express  himself  dissatis- 
fied at  the  edge  which  there  was  in  the  writings  of  his  Either  against 
the  Bishops;  and  he  did  himself  write  a  preface  unto  a  book,  where- 
upon Mr,  Charles  Chancey  bestowed  a  shart  answer,  which  begins  with 
this  shorter  censwe: 

"Let  it  not  be  aa  offence  to  any  Christian  that  there  hath  been  found  one  like  to  Urijah 
the  priest,  that  would  set  up  the  altni'  of  Damoaeua  among  us,  to  thrust  out  the  branen 
altar  of  the  Lord's  institulion;  viz:  Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  wlio  has  publiahed  a  book,  plead- 
ing for  Episcopacy ;  wherein  is  found,  XluXog  Xalifuv,  a  <mU  kicking  against  his  dam." 

Such  a  difference  in  apprehension,  and  in  affection  too,  did  on  that 
occasion  discover  it  self  between  those  good  men,  who  are  now  joyfully 
met,  Vhi  JJiiilii  I/u&ero  ciim  Zuinglw,  optiTne  jam  Gonvenit.* 

Yet  the  alienation  between  them  was  not  so  great  as  that  between  The- 
oclus  and  Pollinis,  who,  being  burnt  in  one  funeral  fire,  after  they  had 
tilled  one  another,  the  very  flame  of  that  fire  divided  it  self;  the  flame 
of  their  funeral  fire  would  not  be  united.  Chancey  and  Parker  are  united 
in  our  church-history ;  the  funeral  respects  which  are  here  paid  unto  both 
of  them,  agree  very  well  together.     Now, 

That  which  the  learned,  pious,  and  sweet-spirited  Bucholtzer  provided 
for  himself,  we  will  now  assign  unto  this  our  sweet-spirited  Parker  (who 
spent  his  life  much  in  chronological  studies,  like  that  great  Bucholtzer,) 
for  an 

EPITAPH, 
Hie,  Pie  Christie!   Tun  recuhat  qmssita  craore, 

Inqae  ;  Tan  Gremio,  Farvula  dormit  Oois. 
Reddidit  fiiec  Jnimom  balanti  Veee  Fidelem; 

Suic  FasiOT  dices,  Intrel  Ovile  meum.t 


AN   APPENDII, 
coKTiiniire  memoirs  of  mr.  james  kotgs. 

When  we  had  thus  finished  our  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Parker,  our  second 
thoughts  told  us,  that  some  of  Mr.  Noyes  must  accompany  them.  Send- 
ing therefore  to  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Nicholas  Noyes,  the  ] 

•  Where  now  for  Lulher  lo  commnne'in  Ziii^io  ib  the  joj  of  both. 
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jniniater  of  Salem,  for  some  account  concerning  a  person  so  nearly  related 
unto  bim,  he  fiivoured  me  with  the  following  relation,  And  though  he 
were  pleased  in  his  letters  to  tell  me,  "  that  he  had  sent  me  only  a  rude 
immethodical  jumble  of  things,  intending  that  I  should  serve  my  occa- 
Biona  out  of  them,  for  a  composition  of  my  own,"  jet  I  find  that  I  shall 
not  give  my  readers  a  better  satisfaction,  any  way,  than  by  transcribing 
the  words  of  my  friend.  The  account,  in  his  own  words,  is  too  elegant 
and  expressive  to  need  any  alteration: 

"Mr.  James  Noyes  was  bom,  1608,  at  ChouWerfoii  in  Wiltshire,  of  godly  wid  wortliy 
parenia.  His  father  waa  minister  of  tlie  aamo  town,  a  very  learned  man,  tlie  aehool-niaater 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Parker.  His  mother  was  sister  to  the  learned  Mr.  Robert  Parlcer,  and  he 
had  mueh  of  his  education  and  tutoiEge  under  Mr.  Thomns  Parker.  He  was  called  by  him 
from  Brazen-Nose-College  in  Oxford,  to  help  him  in  teaahing  the  free  SL-bool  at  Newberry ; 
where  Uiey  taught  aehool  together  till  the  time  they  came  to  New-England.  He  whs  con- 
Vei'ted  in  his  youth  by  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Twiss  and  M(,  Thomas  Parker,  and  was  admired 
for  his  piety  and  Ma  vertue  in  his  younger  yeara,  Tlie  reason  of  his  coming  to  New-Eng- 
land was,  because  he  could  not  comply  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
was  married  in  England  to  Mrs.  Saiah  Brovm,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Brown, 
of  Southampton,  not  long  before  he  came  to  New-England,  which  was  in  the  year  1634.  lu 
the  same  ship  came  Mr,  Thomas  Parker,  Mr.  James  Noyes,  and  a  younger  brother  of  his, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Noyes,  who  then  was  a  single  man ;  between  which  three  was  more  than  ordi- 
nary endearment  of  niTection,  whicli  was  never  shaken  or  broken  but  by  death.  Mr,  Parker 
and  Mr.  James  Noyes,  and  others  that  came  over  with  them,  fasted  and  prayed  together  many 
times  before  tbey  undertook  this  voyage;  and  on  the  sea  Mr,  Pai'ker  and  Mr.  Noyes  prejiohed 
or  expounded,  one  in  the  forenoon,  the  other  in  the  afternoon,  every  day  during  the  voyage, 
unless  some  extraordinary  thing  intervened,  and  were  abundant  in  prayer. 

"When  they  arrived,  Mr.  Parker  was  at  first  called  to  preach  at  Ipswich,  and  Mr.  Noyes 
at  Mistick,  at  which  places  they  continued  nigh  a  year.  He  had  a  motion  made  unto  him  to 
be  minister  at  Waterfown;  but  Mr.  Parker  and  otheiB  of  his  brethren  and  aequMiitanee, 
settling  at  Newberry,  and  gathering  the  tenth  of  the  churches  in  the  colony,  and  calling  Mr. 
Noyes  to  be  the  teacher  of  it,  he  preferred  that  place;  Iwing  lothe  to  be  separated  from  Mr. 
Parlter,  and  brethren  that  had  so  often  fasted  and  prayed  together,  both  in  England  and  on 
the  Atlantic  sea.  So  he  became  the  teacher  of  that  church,  and  continued  painful  and  suc- 
cessful in  tliat  station  something  above  twenty  years,  without  any  considerable  trouble  in 
the  church.  Notwithstanding  his  principles,  as  to  discipline,  were  something  diffeiing  from 
many  of  the  brethren,  there  wbs  such  oondeseeusion  on  both  paris,  that  peace  and  order  was 
not  interrupted.  He  was  very  much  loved  and  honoured  in  Newberry ;  his  memory  is  pre- 
cious tliere  to  this  day,  and  his  catechism  {which  is  a  publick  and  standing  testimony  of  his 
understanding  and  orthodoxy  in  the  principles  of  relipon)  js  publiekly  and  privately  used 
in  that  church  and  town  hitherto.  He  was  very  well  learned  in  the  tongues,  and  in  Gi'eek 
BKCelied  moat.  He  was  much  read  in  tlie  fathers  and  the  schoolmen.  And  he  was  much 
esteemed  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry.  Twice  he  was  called  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  others 
to  preach  in  the  time  when  the  AnUnomiiin  principles  were  in  danger  of  prevniliug,  whicli 
he  did  with  good  success  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  that  invited  him.  Mr.  Wilson 
dearly  loved  him;  and  it  so  happened  once  at  NewbeiTy  that  he  preached  in  the  forenoon 
about  holiness  so  holUg  and  ably,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  so  affected  with  it  as  to  change  his 
own  texti  and  pitch  upon  Mr.  Noyes'  for  the  afternoon;  prefacuig  his  discourse  with  telling 
the  auditory  that  his  brother  Noyes'  discourse  about  holiness  in  the  forenoon  had  so  muth 
impression  npon  his  mind,  he  knew  not  how  in  the  afternoon  to  pursue  any  other  ai|Turai,nt 
His  conversation  was  so  unquestionably  godly,  that  they  who  differed  from  him  in  smdleL 
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matters,  as  t«  discipline,  held  a  moat  iimicuble  correspondence  with  him,  and  bad  an  bi<;h 
estimation  of  him.  Although  lie  was  very  averse  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
Innd,  accounting  them  needless,  many  ways  oiTonsivo  and  hurtful  at  the  best,  and  the  rigor- 
ous imposition  of  them  abominable  and  intolerable,  so  that  he  left  England  for  thdr  sake; 
yet  be  was  not  equally  averse  to  Episcopacy,  but  was  in  opinion  for  Episcopus  Pncses,* 
tiiough  not  for  Episciypus  Prwceps.-lf  His  own  words  testify  this,  for  so  he  wrote:  'It  seem- 
eth  he  that  was  called  Avlistes  PncposiiM.',^  the  Bisbop,  in  a  Preabytery,  by  process  of  time 
was  only  called  Bishop,  though  all  elders  are  also  according  to  their  office  essentially  Bish- 
ops, and  differing  only  in  gradual  jurisdiction.'  He  no  ways  approved  of  a  governing  vote, 
in  the  fraternity,  but  took  their  consent  in  a  Bilential  way.  Ho  held  Ecclesiastical  councils 
so  far  authoritative  and  binding,  that  no  particular  elder  or  society  might  seem  to  have  inde- 
pendency and  sovereignity,  or  the  m^or  pari  of  them  have  liberty  to  sin  with  impunity. 
He  was  equally  afraid  of  ceremonies  and  of  seliism ;  and  when  he  fled  from  ceremonies  he  was 
afraid  of  being  guilty  of  schism.  For  that  reason  he  was  jealous  (if  not  too  jealous)  of  par- 
ticular church-covenanla;  yet  he  accounted  them  adjuncts  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  He  held 
profession  of  faith,  and  repentance,  and  aubjeetion  to  the  ordinances,  to  be  tJie  rvie  of  admis- 
sion into  churoh-fellowBhip;  and  that  such  as  show  a  willingness  to  repent,  and  be  baptised 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  without  Itnown  dissimulation,  are  to  he  admitted  thereto: 
aiid  that  it  depended  more  on  God's  providence,  than  his  ordinances,  to  render  church 
members  sound  in  faith;  and  that  God  took  into  covenant  some  that  were  vessels  of 
wrath,  as  for  otiier  ends,  so  to  facilitate  the  conversion  of  their  elect  children.  He  was  as 
religious  at  homo  as  abroad,  in  his  family  and  in  secret,  as  he  was  publickly ;  and  they  that 
best  knew  him,  most  loved  and  esteemed  him.  Mr.  Parker  and  he  kept  a  private  fast  onee 
a  month  so  long  as  they  lived  together,  and  Mr.  Parker  after  his  own  death,  till  his  own 
departure.  Mr.  Noyes  bitterly  lamented  the  death  of  K.  Charles  I.,  and  both  he  aud  Mr. 
Parlier  too  had  too  great  expectations  of  K.  Charles  H.;  but  Mr.  Parker  lived  to  see  his 
expectations  of  Charles  the  Second  frustrated.  He  had  a  long  and  tedious  sickness,  which 
he  bore  patiently  and  chearfully;  and  he  died  joyfully  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
October  22,  1666.  He  left  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  which  lived  to  be  married, 
and  have  children,  though  since  one  son  and  one  daughter  be  dead.  He  hath  now  living 
flfty-six  children,  grand-children,  and  great-graud-children.  And  his  brother  that  came  over 
with  him  a  single  man,  is  through  the  mercy  of  God  yet  living;  and  hath  of  children,  grand- 
children, and  groat-grand-children,  above  an  hundred :  which  is  an  instance  of  divine  favour, 
in  making  the 'families  of  his  servants  in  the  wilderness  like  a  flock'  Theie  was  the  great- 
est amity,  intimacy,  unanimity,  yen,  unity  imaginable  between  Mr  Parker  and  Mr  Noyes. 
So  unshaken  was  their  friendship,  nothing  but  death  was  able  to  part  them.  Thej  taught 
in  one  school;  came  over  in  one  ship;  were  pastor  and  teacher  of  one  church,  and  Mr. 
Parker  continuing  always  in  celibacy,  they  lived  in  one  house,  till  deith  separated  them  for 
a  time ;  but  they  are  both  now  together  in  one  heaven,  as  they  that  best  knew  them  have 
all  possible  reason  to  be  perswadcd.  Mr.  Parker  continued  in  his  house  as  long  as  he  lived; 
and  as  he  received  a  great  deal  of  kindness  and  respect  there,  so  he  showed  a  great  deal  of 
kindness  in  the  educating  of  his  children,  and  was  very  liberal  to  tliat  family  during  his  life 
and  at  his  death.  He  never  forgot  the  old  friendship,  but  shewed  kindness  to  the  dead  in 
shewing  kindness  to  iJie  living. 

"Mr,  Parker  and  Mr.  Noyes  were  excellent  singers,  both  of  them;  and  were  extraordinary 
delighted  in  sin^ng  of  psalms.  They  sang  four  times  a  day  in  tiie  publick  worship,  and 
always  juat  .ifter  evening-prayer  in  the  family,  where  reading  the  Scripture,  expounding,  and 
praying,  were  the  other  constant  exercises.  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Noyes  were  of  the  same 
opinion  with  Dr.  Owen  about  the  SabbatJi;  yet  in  practice,  were  strict  obaervers  of  the  eve- 
ning after  it.  Mr.  Parker,  whose  practice  I  myself  remember,  was  the  strictest  observer  of 
the  Sabbath  that  ever  !  knew.    I  once  asked  him,  seeing  his  opinion  was  otherwise,  as  to 
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the  evening  belonging  fo  the  Sabliath,  why  his  practice  differed  from  his  opinion?  He 
answered  me,  'Because  he  dare  not  depart  from  the  footsteps  of  the  floek,  for  hia  private 
opinion.' 

"  Being  got  into  some  passngea  of  Mr.  Parlcer'a  life  before  I  am  aware,  I  will  insert  a  few 
more ;  and  you  may  malce  what  iise  of  them  you  please.  He  kept  a  school,  as  well  as 
preached,  at  Newbury  in  New-England.  He  ordinarily  had  about  twelve  or  fourteen  schol- 
nrs,  He  took  no  pay  for  his  pains,  unless  any  present  were  freely  sent  him.  He  used  to 
say,  'He  lived  for  the  eburches'  sake,'  and  begrutched  no  pains  that  were  for  its  benefit; 
and  by  his  good  will  he  was  not  free  to  teach  any  but  such  as  were  designed  for  the  minis- 
try by  their  parents;  for  he  would  say, '  He  could  not  bestow  his  time  and  pains  unless  it 
were  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.'  Though  he  were  blind,  yet  such  was  his  memory,  tiint 
he  eouH  in  his  old  age  teach  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew,  very  artificially.  He  seldom  cor- 
rected a  scholar,  unless  for  iyir^  and  ^M»^,  which  were  unpardonable  crimes  in  our  school. 
He  promoted  learning  in  his  scholars  by  something  an  unusual  way;  encouraging  them  to 
learn  lessons  and  make  verses,  besides  and  above  their  stmted  tasks,  for  which  they  had  par- 
dims  in  store,  that  were  kept  on  record  in  the  school,  and  were  for  lesser  school-faults,  such 
BB  were  not  immoralities  and  sins  against  God,  crossed  out;  but  he  always  told  them  they 
must  not  think  to  escape  unpunished  for  sin  against  God  by  reason  of  them ;  though  for 
some  lesser  defects  about  their  lessons,  they  were  accepted.  I  heard  him  tell  Mr.  Millar,  the 
minister,  that  the  great  changes  of  his  life  had  been  signified  to  him  before-hand  by  dreams. 
And  I  heard  him  say,  that  before  a  fiery  temptation  of  the  devil  befel  him,  he  hiid  a  very  ter. 
rible  representation  in  a  dream  of  the  devil  assaulting  of  him,  and  ho  wrestled  with  him,  and 
had  more  than  once  like  to  have  prevailed  against  him ;  but  that  when  he  was  most  likely 
and  most  near  to  be  overcome,  he  was  afresh  animated  and  strengthened  to  resist  him;  till 
at  length  the  devil  seemed  to  break  abroad  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  then  disappeared; 
and  that  not  long  after,  the  most  dismal  temptaljon  of  Satan  befel  him  that  ever  he  was 
sensible  of,  luid  that  al!  the  passages  of  that  temptation  answered  the  forementioned  repre- 
sentation; and  that  the  haziirds  of  it,  and  his  fresh  supplies  when  almost  vanquished,  and 
his  deliverance  was  so  remarkable,  that  every  day  he  had  lived  since  that  time,  he  had  given 
thanks  to  God  particulariy  for  his  assistance  of  him  in  that  temptation,  and  his  deliverance 
out  of  it :  though  it  were  twenty  years  before  the  time  of  his  now  felling  me  concerning  it. 
Mr.  Parker  excelled  in  liberty  of  speech,  in  praying,  preaching,  and  singing,  having  a  most 
delicate  sweet  voice;  yet  he  had  all  along  an  impulse  upon  his  spirit,  that  he  should  have  the 
palsey  in  his  longve  before  he  died.  His  voice  held  extraordinarily  until  vary  old  age;  and 
I  think  the  more,  because  his  teelh  held  sound  and  good  until  then ;  his  custom  being  to  wash 
his  mouth  and  rub  his  teeth  every  morning.  Some  few  yeani  before  his  death,  he  began  to  com- 
pljun  of  the  tooth-ache,  and  then  he  quickly  began  to  lose  his  teeth;  and  now  he  said, 'The 
daughters  of  his  muwck  began  to  fdl  him.'  And  about  a  year  and  half  before  he  died,  Aal 
which  he  had  long  feared  befel  him,  viz :  the  palsey  in  his  tongue ;  and  so  he  became  spoech- 
les3,and  thus  continued  until  death;  having  this  only  help  left  him,  that  he  could  pronounce 
letters,  but  not  sylhbles  or  words.  He  signified  his  mind,  by  spelling  his  words,  which  was 
indeed  a  tedious  way,  but  yet  a  mercy  so  far  to  him  and  others.  During  that  time,  which 
was  in  our  first  Indian  war,  when  the  Indians  broke  in  upon  many  towns,  and  committed 
horrible  outrages,  and  tormented  such  as  they  took  captives,  one  night  he  fell  into  a  dreadful 
tentation,  lest  the  Indians  should  break  in  upon  Newbury,  and  the  inhabitants  might  gener- 
ally escape  by  fighting  or  flying,  but  he  being  old  and  blind,  and  grown  decrepit,  he  must 
of  necessity  fiill  into  tiieir  hands;  and  that  being  a  minister,  they  would  urge  him  by  torture 
to  blaspheme  Christ,  and  that  he  should  not  have  grace  to  hold  out  against  the  tentation  of 
Indian  torture;  and  with  the  very  fear  of  this,  he  was  for  the  most  part  of  the  night  in  such 
agonies  of  soul,  that  he  was  on  the  very  brink  of  desparation ;  but  at  length,  God  helpt  him, 
by  brining  to  his  mind  two  places  of  Scripture:  thatinlsa.  li  13,13:  'I,  even  J,  am  he  that 
comforts  thee ;  who  art  thou,  that  thou  shonldest  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  for- 
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gettesttlie  Lord  thy  Maker!'  And  that  in  Rom.  viii.  35,  36:  'Who  shall  separate  ns  from 
the  love  of  Christ!  Shall  tribulation  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness, 
or  peril,  or  swoi-d? — For  thy  sake  wc  are  killed  all  the  day  long; — Nay,  in  all  these  things, 
we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  hath  loved  us.'  Sleep  departed  from  hiin 
that  night,  by  reason  of  the  horrour  of  that  teiitation;  and  the  joy  that  came  towards  morn- 
ing he  was  wonderfully  alFected  with ;  and  in  the  morning  early,  he  pronounced  all  this  to 
me  letter  by  letter,  and  glorified  God.  Onee  hearing  some  of  us  laughing  very  freely,  while, 
I  suppose,  he  was  better  busied  in  his  chamber  above  us,  he  came  down,  and  gravely  said 
to  ns,  'Cousins,  I  wonder  you  can  be  so  merry,  unless  you  are  sure  of  your  salvatjon!'  He 
was  a  very  holy  and  heavenly-minded  man,  and  aa  much  moitified  to  the  world  as  almost 
any  in  it.  He  scarce  called  any  thing  his  own  but  his  hooks  and  his  cloaihs.  When  he  was 
urged,  to  vindicate  himself  to  be  the  author  of  the  '  Treses  de  Traduclione  Peccaloria  ad 
Vkam'*  he  utterly  refused  it;  saying',  being  young  at  the  time  when  he  made  them,  he  was 
afraid  he  had  not  so  fully  aimed  at  the  glory  of  God  aa  he  ought  to  have  done.  But  a  while 
after,  one  unbeknown  to  him  in  Holland,  reprinted  them,  wiUi  the  name  of  the  author,  and 
set  him  forth  with  more  advantage  than  would  have  been  modest  or  proper  for  himself  to 
have  done;  giving  him  his  parental  as  weU  as  personal  honour;  and  saying  that  his  father 
was  Paier  digtms  tali  Filio;i  and  that  he  was  FUius  dignus  tali  Patre-l  Thus  'he  that 
humbleth  himself  sltall  be  exalted,' 

"Mr.  Wilson  once,  on  occasion  of  his  cffilibacy,  said  to  him.  That  if  there  could  be  anger 
in  heaven,  his  (ather  would  chide  him  when  he  came  there,  because  he  had  not,  like  him,  a 
son  to  follow  him.  But  he  had  many  spiritual  children,  that  were  the  seals  of  his  ministry: 
he  was  also  a  father  to  the  fatherless;  and  many  scholars  were  little  less  behoMen  to  hioi 
for  their  education,  than  they  were  to  their  parents  for  their  generation. 

"The  occasion  of  his  cfelibacy  was  this;  at  the  time  that  he  meditated  marriage,  he  vita 
assaulted  with  violent  temptations  to  infidelity,  which  made  him  regardless  of  every  thing, 
in  comparison  of  confirming  his  faith  about  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures.  This  occasioned  hia 
tailing  into  the  study  of  the  prophecies,  which  proved  a  means  of  confirming  his  faith ;  but 
hefel!  so  in  love  with  that  study,  that  he  never  got  out  of  it  until  his  death:  and  the  church 
had  doubtless  had  much  benefit  by  hia  profound  studies  in  that  kind,  could  the  bishops  liavo 
1>een  perswaded  to  license  his  books ;  which  they  refused,  because  he  found  the  Pope  to  be 
prophesied  of,  where  they  could  not  understand  it.  His  whole  life,  besides  what  was  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  it,  by  food  and  sleep,  was  prayer,  study,  preaching,  and  teaching  school. 
J  once  heard  him  say,  he  felt  the  whole  frame  of  his  nature  giving  way,  which  threaten^ 
his  dissolution  to  be  at  hand:  but  'he  thanked  God,  he  was  not  amazed  at  it' 

"To  conclude  all  I  intend  concerning  Mr.  Parker  or  Mr.  Noyes,  J  shall  give  you  Mr.  Par- 
ker's character  of  Mr.  Noyes,  who  best  know  him,  and  whose  testimony  of  him  is  very 
credible: 

"'Mr.  James  Noyes,  my  worthy  eollegue  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  was  a  man  of  sin. 
gular  qualifications,  in  piety  excelling,  an  implacable  enemy  to  all  heresle  and  schism,  and  a 
most  able  warriour  against  the  some.  He  was  of  a  reaching  and  ready  apprehension,  a  large 
invention,  a  most  profound  judgment,  a  rare,  and  tenacious,  and  comprehensive  memory, 
fixed  and  unmovaWe  in  his  grounded  conceptions;  sure  in  words  and  speech,  without  rash- 
ness; gentle  and  mild  in  all  expressions,  without  all  passion  or  provoking  language.  And- 
ns  he  was  a  notable  disputant,  so  ho  never  would  provoke  his  adversary,  saving  by  the  short 
knocks  and  heavy  weight  of  argument  He  was  of  so  loving,  and  compasaonafe,  and  hum- 
ble cairiage,  that  I  believe  never  any  were  acquainted  with  him,  but  did  deare  the  oontinn- 
ance  of  his  society  and  acquaintance.  He  was  resolute  for  truth,  and  in  defence  thereof 
hud  no  respect  to  any  persons.  He  w.is  a  most  excellent  counsellor  in  doubts,  and  could 
strike  at  an  hnir'a-hreadth,  like  the  Benjamitcs,  and  expedite  the  entangled  out  of  the  briars. 
•  Propcisiliona  cmicerDJng  the  conversion  of  the  slnoer  unlo  life. 
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He  was  courageous  in  dangers,  and  still  wns  upt  to  believe  the  best,  and  made  fdr  weather 
in  a  storm.  He  was  much  honoured  and  esteemed  in  the  country,  and  his  death  was  mueli 
bewailed.    I  think  he  may  be  reckoned  among  the  greatest  worthies  of  this  age.'" 


LittAiiiltii    AAvix 

THE  IIPE   OP  IBB.  TKflMAS  THAGHEB. 

Viilatem   Virtus  pariat;  He  lumiiie  Lumen  prodeat." 

§  1.  Athanasius,  writing  tlie  life  of  his  Antonius,  describes  him  as 
propounding  to  his  own  observation  and  imitation  the  various  excel- 
lencies of  the  good  men  whom  he  conversed  withal :  the  to  >;ctpisv,  or  good 
carriage  of  one;  the  to  *piif  raf  l^x°^s  'f'jvravov,  or  pra^erfulness,  of  another; 
the  "TO  iofywoh  or  Unity,  of  a  third;  the  to  piXav^pwraou,  or  humanity  of  a 
fourth;  attending  to  one  tu  ayjju^vSvTi,  or  keeping  of  hia  watchfulness;  to 
another  tw  ipiXo^jyivri,  or  loving  of  learning ;  remarking  of  one,  tov  ^v  KUpTE- 
fia,  in  }i\&  patience;  of  another,  tov  iv  vjis-siaij  xai  yfaf^ewirue,  inhis/asfeni/sand 
hardships:  regarding  the  ■r^v  ^paoriTa,  or  mansuetude,  of  one ;  the  tjjv  luaxfo- 
Bv)j.iav,  or  longanimity  of  another:  but,  itavrm  jfis  tijv  hi  tov  j^pjtfTov  Stj(fiSsmv 
xai  Ti)ii  iTpo;  aXkriXss  dyaifriv,  the^!e(y  of  them  all  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  charity  of  them  all  towards  one  another. 

Such  excellencies  of  good  men  have  been  set  before  my  reader,  in  the 
Lives  that  we  have  written  of  several  such  good  men,  who  were  the 
"excellent  on  the  earth."  But  if  my  reader  would  see  a  many  of  those 
excellencies  meeting  together  in  one  man,  there  are  not  many  in  whom  I 
could  more  hopefully  promise  him  such  a  sight,  than  in  our  excellent  Mr. 
Thomas  Thacher,  who  is  now,  therefore,  to  be  considered. 

§  2.  Mr.  Thomas  Thacher  was  born  May  1,  1620,  the  son  of  Mr.  Peter 
Thacher,  a  reverend  minister  at  Salisbury,  in  England:  one  whom,  in  a 
letter  of  Dr.  Twiss  to  Mr.  Mede,  at  the  end  of  his  works,  we  find  joined 
with  famous  Mr.  White  of  Dorchester,  in  a  conversation,  wherein  the 
learned  exercises  of  that  great  man  made  a  grateful  entertainment.  And 
because  it  may  be  some  satisfaction  unto  good  men  to  see  instances  multi- 
plied, for  the  confirmation  of  a  matter  mentioned  by  Mr,  Baxter,  in  his 
proof  of  infant  baptism,  where  he  says: 

"  As  large  experience  as  I  have  had  in  my  ministry,  of  the  state  of  souls,  and  the  icay  of 
conversion,  I  dare  say,  I  have  met  not  with  one  of  'very  many,  that  would  say,  that  they  knew 
the  lime  when  they  were  converted:  and  of  those  that  would  say  so,  by  reason  that  they  then 
found  some  more  remarkable  change,  yet  Ihey  discovered  such  stirrings  and  workings  before, 
that  many,  I  had  cause  to  think,  were  themselves  mistalten.  I  was  once  in  a  meeting  of  very 
many  Christians,  the  most  eminent  for  zeal  and  holiness  of  most  in  the  land,  of  whom  divers 
were  ministers,  and  some  at  this  day  as  famous  and  as  much  followed  as  any  I  know  in  Eng- 
•  Let  virtoo  bCEBt  'irtao :  let  light  bring  toith  light 
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land;  and  it  waa  there  desired,  that  every  one  should  give  in  the  manner  of  their  c( 

that  it  might  be  obaerved  what  was  God's  ordinary  way;  and  there  waa  but  ose,  that  I 

remeiober,  of  thorn  all,  that  could  conjecture  at  the  time  of  their  first  conversion." 

It  shall  here  be  noted,  that  this  waa  the  experience  of  our  Thacher. 
The  regenerating  and  verticordius  grace  of  Heaven  took  advantage  from 
his  religious  education,  insensibly,  as  it  were,  to  steal  into  the  heart  of  this 
young  disciple. 

He  afterwards  affirmed  that  he  was  never  able  to  determine  the  time 
when  the  spirit  of  G-od  first  began  to  convince  him  and  renew  him;  only 
he  could  say,  with  the  reverend  blind  man,  "I  was  bimd,  but  now  I  see." 
When  Thacher  was  a,  child,  the  Lord  loved  him,  and  this  child  also  loved 
the  Lord:  he  was  an  Abijah  that,  "while  he  was  a  child,"  had  many 
"good  things  in  him  towards  the  Lord  God  of  his  father;"  he  was  a  Tim- 
othy that,  while  he  was  a  child,  knew  the  holy  Scriptures:  he  was  a  Sam- 
uel that,  in  his  childhood,  was  visited  by  the  Holy  Spirit:  he  was  a  Josiah, 
that  while  he  was  yet  young,  "sought  after  the  Lord:  and  so  much 
remarked  was  his  early  piety,  that  while  he  was  in  his  earliest  minority, 
they  would  say  of  him,  "There  goes  a  Puritan."  It  might  indeed  be  said 
of  him,  as  they  report  of  St.  Nicholas,  that  he  led  a  life,  Sanciissim^,  ab 
ipsis  Incunahulis  Inchaatam,?  And  it  might  be  said  by  him,  as  it  was  by 
the  blessed  ancient  in  his  confessions,  Domine,  puer  <xepi  rogare  te  Avadlium 
et  Befugium  memn,  et  rogavi  parvus,  non  parvo  affectu.f 

§  3.  Having  been  well  educated  at  the  grammar  school,  he  had  the  offer 
of  his  father  to  perfect  his  education  at  the  university,  either  of  Cambridge 
or  Oxford'.  But  considering  the  impositions  of  things,  to  him  appearing 
unwarrantalh,  whereto  he  then  must  have  exposed  himself,  he  conscien- 
tiously declined  his  father's  offer,  and  chose  rather  to  venture  over  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  and  content  himself  with  the  meannesses  of  America,  than 
to  wound  his  own.  conscience  for  the  academical  privUedgcs  of  England, 

When  his  parents  discerned  his  inclination,  they  permitted  his  removal 
to  New- England;  intending  themselves,  within  a  year  or  two,  with  their 
family,  to  have  removed  thither  after  him:  which  intention  was  prevented 
by  the  death  of  his  mother,  before  it  could  be  effected. 

He  arrived  at  Boston,  June  i,  1635.  In  which  year  he  was  wonderfully 
preserved  from  a  shipwreck,  with  his  uncle,  wherein  a  worthy  minister, 
one  Mr.  Avery,  lost  his  life,  as  elsewhere  we  have  related.  A  day  or  two 
before  that  fatal  voyage  from  Newberry  to  Marblehead,  our  young  Thacher 
had  such  a  strong  and  sad  impression  upon  his  mind  about  the  issue  of  the 
voyage,  that  he  with  another  would  needs  go  the  journey  by  land,  and  so 
he  escaped  perishing  with  some  of  his  pious  and  precious  friends  by  sea. 

§  4.  'Tis  well  known  that  in  the  early  days  of  Christianity,  there  were 
no  colledgea  (except  we  will  say  the  Catechetick  Lecture  at  Alexandria 

^  Lordl  in  boybood  I  begsji  to  imploru  Uiinu  aid  awi  proleclJoD :  I  prayed  as  a  ILtLfe  child,  but  nul  ^l[]i  liule 
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■was  one)  for  the  breeding  of  young  ministers;  but  the  bishop  of  every 
churcli  toot  the  care  to  educate  and  elevate  some  young  men,  who  might 
be  prepared  thereby  to  succeed  in  their  place  when  they  should  be  dead 
and  gone.  And  in  the  early  days  of  New-England,  they  were  for  a  little 
while  obliged  unto  such  a  method  of  providing  young  men  for  the  service 
of  the  churches.  Thus  our  Thacher,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  was 
now  cast  into  the  family  and  under  the  tuition  of  that  reverend  man,  Mr, 
Charles  Chancey ;  who  was  afterwards  the  President  of  Harvard-C oiled ge, 
in  our  Cambridge,  Under  the  conduct  of  that  eminent  scholar,  he  became 
such  an  one  himself;  and  his  indefetigable  studiea  were  so  prospered,  that 
he  became  Aliquis  in  Omnibus,*  without  the  blemish  usually,  but  sometimes 
unjustk/  annexed  unto  it,  Nullus  in  Singulis.\  He  was  not  unskilled  in  the 
tongues,  especially  in  the  Hebrew,  whereof  he  did  compose  a  Lexicon; 
but  so  comprized  it,  that  within  cme  sheet  of  paper,  he  had  every  consider- 
able word  of  the  language.  And  he  was  as  well  skilled  in  the  arts,  espe- 
cially in  logic,  whereof  he  gave  demonstration,  in  his  being  a  moat  irrs- 
fragable  disputant  on  some  great  occasions. 

Moreover,  it  was  his  custom,  onoe  in  three  or  four  years  time,  at  succes- 
sive hours,  to  go  over  the  tongttes  and  arts  at  such  a  rate,  that  his  good  skill 
in  them  continued  fresh  unto  the  last.  And  to  all  his  other  accomplish- 
ments, there  was  this  added,  that  he  was  a  most  incomparable  scribe;  he  not 
only  wrote  all  the  sorts  of  hands  in  the  best  copy-books  then  extant,  with 
a  singular  exactness  and  aouteness,  but  there  are  yet  extant  monuments 
of  Syriac,  and  other  oriental  characters  of  hia  writing,  which  are  hardly 
to  be  imitated.  He  had  likewise  a  certain  mechanic  genius,  which  disposed 
him  in  his  recreations  unto  a  thousand  curiosities,  especially  the  ingenuity 
of  clock-work,  wherein  at  his  leisure  he  did  things  to  admiration. 

§  5.  On  May  11,  1643,  he  was  married  unto  the  daughter  of  that  ven- 
erable man  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  the  minister  of  Duxbury.  The  consort 
whom  the  favour  of  Heaven  thus  bestowed  upon  him,  was  a  person  of  a 
most  amiable  temper;  one  pious,  and  prudent,  and  every  way  worthy  of 
the  man  to  whom  she  became  a  glory.  By  her  he  received  three  sons  and 
one  daughter ;  and  when  she  had  continued  three  sevens  of  years  with  him, 
she  went  after  a  very  triumphant  manner  to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord, 
June  2,  1664,  uttering  those  for  her  dying  words,  "  Come,  Lord  Jesus, 
come  c[uiekly :  why  are  thy  chariot- wheels  so  long  a  coming?" 

§  6.  Having,  as  a  candidate  of  the  ministry,  by  his  most  commendable 
preaching  and  living,  abundantly  recommended  himself  unto  the  service 
of  the  churches,  he  was  invited  by  the  church  of  Weymouth  to  take  the 
pastoral  charge  of  them ;  whereto  he  was  ordained,  January  2, 1644.  And 
here  he  did  for  many  years  fulfil  his  ministry,  not  only  with  elaborate 
and  affectionate  sermons  twice  every  Lord's  day,  and  in  a  lecture  once  a 
fortnight;  but  also  in  catechising  the  lambs  of  his  flock,  for  which  he  like- 
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wise  made  a  Catechism.  These  also  lie  would  at  fit  seasons  call  to  an 
account  coECcrning  their  proficiency  under  the  means  of  grace:  and  such 
as  he  found  ripe  for  an  admission  unto  the  highest  mysteries,  at  the  table 
of  the  Lord,  he  would  encourage  to  put  themselves  upon  the  publick  and 
visual  prohation,  iu  order  thereunto,  but  such  as  he  found  short,  he  would 
suitably,  faithfully,  and  fervently  advise  unto  the  preparations,  wherein 
they  appeared  hitherto  defective,  And  God  crowned  these  methods  and 
labours  of  his  holy  servant  with  observable  successes;  which  were  seen 
in  the  great  growth  01  the  church  whereof  he  had  the  oversight.  But 
one  excellency  that  shined  above  the  other  glories  of  his  ministry  was, 
that  excellent  ^rlt  of  prayer  v/hioh  continually  breathed  in  him.  It  has 
been  used  among  the  arguments  for  men  to  be  much  in  prayer,  that  the 
dignity  of  the  person  praying  is  thereby  much  augmented ;  and  Chrysos- 
tom,  in  his  book,  "De  Deo  Orando,"*  says:  "The  very  angels  cannot  but 
honour  him  whom  they  see  familiarly  and  frei^uently  to  be  admitted  unto 
the  audience,  and,  as  it  were,  discourse  with  the  Divine  Majesty,"  Now, 
though  this  honour  have  all  the  saints,  yet  our  Thacher  had  more  than  ordi- 
nary share  of  this  honour ;  he  was  a  person  much  in  prayer,  and  as  he  was 
much  in  prayer,  so  he  had  an  emiuency  above  most  men  living,  for  his 
copious,  his  flwent,  his  fervent  manner  of  performing  that  sacred  exercise. 

It  was  an  heaven  upon  earth  to  be  present  at  the  notable  salleys  of  a 
raised  soul,  a  lively  ftith,  and  a  tongue,  toucht  with  a  "  coal  from  the  altar," 
with  which,  in  his  prayers,  he  did  Ccdum  kindere  et  Misericordiam  extorqtiere.\ 

§  7.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  married  a  second  in  Boston, 
which,  with  a  concurrence  of  many  obliging  circumstances,  occasioned  his 
removal  thither.  And  it  was  afterwards  found  that  "He  who  holds  the 
stars  in  his  right  hand,"  had  a  purpose  of  service  to  be  done  for  his  name 
in  that  populous  town,  by  the  talenis  of  this  his  "good  and  faithful  servant." 
I'or  in  the  month  of  May,  1669,  a  third  church  swarming  out  from  the  first 
in  Boston,  which  afterwards  made  one  of  the  most  considerable  congrega- 
tions in  the  colony,  this  worthy  person  was  chosen  the  pastor  of  that  church : 
and  installed  in  the  pastoral  charge  thereof,  February  16,  1669,  wherein 
he  continued  until  he  died.  From  this  time,  I  behold  him  in  the  metro- 
polis of  the  English  America,  not  only  dispensing  both  light  and  warmth 
unto  his  own  particular  flock,  but  also,  as  he  had  opportunity,  expressing 
a  "care  of  all  the  churches."  And  for  the  comfort  of  those  worthy  min- 
isters who  commonly  have  their  spirits  buffeted  with  strong  temptations  and 
sore  d^'ecOons,  before  their  performing  any  special  service  of  their  ministry, 
I'll  mention  one  passage  that  may  a  little  describe  how  this  worthy  man 
became  so  useful:  he  would  say  to  his  son,  "Son,  I  never  preach  a  sermon 
till  I  cannot  preach  at  all!" 

§  8.  As  he  was  in  his  whole  behaviour  a  serious,  holy,  and  useful  man, 
BO  in  his  government  of  his  family,  he  so  well  "ruled  his  own  house,"  as  to 
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give  particular  demonstrations  of  his  abilities  to  "take  care  of  the  Chureli 
of  God."  His  domesticka  both  loved  liim  &-adi  feared  hini;  and  he  was 
most  conaoientiously  and  exemplarily  careful  about  their  interiour  aa  well 
as  temporal  welfare.  This  appeared  especially  in  the  management  of  hia 
family  worship;  wherein  he  usually  read  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  both 
morning  and  evening,  and  he  would  raise  doctrines  from  every  verse  with 
hrief  confirmations,  and  close  applications  thereof  as  he  went  along.  Yea, 
sometimes  one  might  hear  from  him  thus,  in  one  family  exposition,  aa  enter- 
taining a  variety  of  truth,  notably  and  pungently  expreased,  as  in  several 
pvhlieh  sermons:  and  he  has  told  his  worthy  son,  for  his  encouragement 
unto  such  exercises,  that  he  had  found  as  much  advantage  by  ihem,  as  by 
most  of  his  other  studies  of  divinity;  adding,  that  he  looked  upon  it  as 
the  Lord's  gracious  accomplishment  of  that  word,  "  Shall  I  hide  any  thing 
from  Abraham?    I  know  Abraham,  that  he  will  teach  his  house." 

§  9.  He  was  one  very  watchful  over  the  souls  of  hia  people,  and  careful 
to  preserve  them  from  errors  as  well  as  vices:  hut  of  all  errors,  he  discov- 
ered an  antipathy  unto  none  more  than  that  sinJi  of  all  errors,  Quakerism, 
It  was  in  his  time,  namely,  about  the  year  1652,  that  there  appeared  a  new 
sect  of  people  in  the  world,  which,  from  the  odd  motions  of  their  bodies, 
that  attended  especially  their  Qrst  perversion,  were  called  Quakkbs;  and 
it  was  not  long  after  their  iirst  appearance,  that  New-England  began  to  be 
troubled  with  them.  Their  spirit  of  the  hat,  and  their  fopperies  of  thou 
and  thee,  in  their  language  to  a  single  person,  were  the  least  of  those  things 
which  gave  our  Tiiaeher  a  dib<' itibfaetion  it  them;  that  which  caused  him 
to  employ  a  most  fervent  zeal  igainst  tho^e  hereticks,  was  the  horrible  eiid 
of  their  heresies,  to  lead  men  into  a  pit  of  darkness,  under  a  pretence  of 
the  light,  and  annihilate  all  the  sensiblt,  objects  of  our  holy  religion,  under  a 
pretence  of  advancing  the  sptntual,  so  that  we  must  have  no  Bible,  no 
Jesus,  no  Baptism,  no  Eucharist,  no  ordinances,  but  what  shall  be  evapo- 
rated into  dispensations,  allegories,  and  meer  mystical  notions:  when  he  saw 
that  quite  contrary  to  the  tendency  ami  character  of  every  truth,  which  is 
to  abiise  the  creature,  the  main  design  of  Quakerism  is  to  exalt  man,  and 
find  that  in  man  himself,  which  may  be  instead  of  Saviour,  Scripture, 
Heaven,  righteousness  and  all  inttitutions  unto  him,  he  could  not  but  adore 
the  justice  and  vengeance  of  God,  in  permitting  such  a  spiritual  plague  to 
be  inflicted  on  places  where  the  gospel  had  been  more  eminently  sinned 
against ;  but  he  set  himself  with  the  more  of  a  pastoral  diligence  to  defend 
his  own  flock  from  the  contagion :  and  hence,  when  he  heard  of  any  books  left 
hy  the  Quakers  in  any  houses  of  hia  neighbourhood,  he  would  presently 
repair  to  the  houses,  and  obtain  those  venomous  pamphleta  from  them: 
for  which,  that  the  wolves  barked  more  at  him  than  at  'many  other  men, 
and  would  aometimes  come  with  their  faces  hideously  blacked,  and  their 
garments  fearfully  torn,  into  his  congregation,  whereby  the  neighbours  were 
frighted  unto  the  danger  of  their  lives,  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondrcd  at.     In 
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this  his  pastoral  care,  he  met  with  some  experiments  that  were  estraor- 
dinarj ;  whereof  one  ahall  here  be  related.  It  has  here  sometimes  been 
remarked,  that  a  very  sensible  possession  of  the  devil  has  attended  the  first 
arrest  of  Quakerism  on  the  minds  of  men,  and  the  seducers  have,  with  a 
real  and  proper  tmiohcraft,  by  certain  ceremonies  conveyed  it  unto  them. 
Agreeably  hereunto,  an  inhabitant  of  Weymouth  having  bought  certain 
Bibles  at  Boston,  lodged  the  night  following  at  a  tavern,  where  two  Qua- 
kers lodged  with  him.  The  Quakers  fell  to  disgracing  and  degrading  the 
Bibles,  wherewith  he  had  furnished  himself,  as  a  dead  letter,  and  advised 
him  to  hearken  to  the  light  within,  which  would  sufiiciently  direct  him  to 
Heaven;  and  the  effect  of  their  erLchxntments  was,  that  before  morning  the 
poor  man  was  as  very  a  Quaker  as  the  best  of  them.  In  the  morning  he 
was  carrying  back  his  Bibles  to  the  book-sellers,  as  boolis  now  become 
altogether  useless;  and  resolving  to  keep  no  dead  letter  any  longer  in  his 
hands;  but  in  the  way  he  was  met  by  Mr.  Thacher,  who,  seeing  the  man 
look  wild  and  strange,  and  of  an  energumen  countenance,  over-perswaded 
him  to  go  aside  with  him,  that  he  might  enquire  a  little  further  to  his 
condition.  He  carried  the  poor  man  into  a  neighbour's  house,  and  pri- 
vately there  talked  with  him,  and  prayed  with  him,  and  by  the  wonderful 
blessing  of  Heaven,  immediately  recovered  him  from  the  error  of  his  way : 
the  man  was  never  any  more  a  Quaker,  but  ever  after  this,  wonderfully 
thankful  unto  God  and  unto  this  his  servant  for  his  recovery, 

§  10.  The  last  that  I  shall  mention  of  the  excellencies  that  signalized 
this  worthy  man  ahall  be  hia  claim  to  the  accomplishments  of  an  excellent 
physician.  He  that  for  his  lively  ministry  was  justly  reckoned  among 
"the  angela  of  the  churchea,"  might  for  hia  medical  acquaintances,  expe- 
riences, and  peiformances,  be  truly  called  a  Raphael.  Ever  since  the  days 
of  Luke  the  evangelist,  skill  in  physich  has  been  frequently  professed  and 
practised  by  persons  whose  more  declared  business  was  the  study  of  divin- 
ity. To  say  nothing  of  such  monies  as  j^gidius  Atkeniensis,  or  Oonstanti- 
nus  Afer,  or  Johannes  Damaacenus,  or  Trusianiis  Florentinus,  and  to  say 
nothing  of  Henry  Eochelt,  a  Bishop,  or  of  Albicus,  an  Arch  Bishop,  or  of 
Ludovicus  Patavinus,  a  Cardinal,  or  of  John  XXII.,  a  Pope,  all  of  whom 
were  notable  physicians,  our  English  nation  has  commonly  afforded  emi- 
nent physicians,  who  were  also  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

But  I  suppose  the  greatest  frequency  of  the  angelical  conjunction  has 
been  seen  in  these  parts  of  America,  where  they  are  mostly  "the  poor  to 
whom  the  gospel  ia  preached,"  by  pastors  whose  compassion  to  them  in 
their  poverty  invites  them  to  supply  the  want  of  able  physicians  among 
them,  and  such  an  universally  serviceable  pastor  was  our  Thacher.  They 
were  the  priests  of  Egypt,  of  Greece,  and  of  Eome,  who  reserved  in  the 
archives  of  their  temples  the  stories  and  methods  of  the  cures  wrought  on 
the  recovered  persons,  who  brought  thither  their  thankful  sacrifices;  and 
by  the  priests  were  directions  hence  communicated  unto  such  as  wanted 
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cures  for  the  like  distempers.  As  the  art  of  healing  was  first  brouglit  into 
some  order  by  the  hands  of  officers  that  have  been  set  apart  for  the  care 
of  souls;  thus,  that  art  has  been  happily  exeicised  by  the  bauds  of  church- 
officers  in  all  ages,  who  have  admiuistred  unto  the  loub  of  people  the  more 
effectually,  for  being  able  to  administer  unto  their  Ijudits.  And  a  singular 
artist  herein  was  our  Thaeher;  who,  knowing  that  eveiy  rank  of  generous 
men  had  at  some  time  or  other  afforded  persons  eminent  for  skill  in  phys- 
ick;  yea,  that  it  had  been  studied  by  no  less  than  such  downed  heads  as 
Mitkridaies  and  Hadrianus  and  Constantmvi  Pogonatue,  he  thought  it  no 
■ways  misbecoming  him  to  follow  the  example.  How  man^  hundreds  in 
this  way  fared  the  better  for  him,  I  cannot  say ;  but  this  I  can  say,  that 
as  King  Zamohes  of  Thrtwia,  who  was  of  old  a  renowned  physician,  would 
give  this  as  the  reason  why  the  Greeks  had  the  diseases  among  them  so 
much  uneured,  "because  they  neglected  their  souls,  the  chief  thing  of  all:" 
so  our  Thaeher  was  blessed  of  God  in  his  faithful  endeavours  to  make  natu- 
ral and  spiritual  health  accompany  each  other  in  those  that  were  about  him. 

§  11.  But,  Contra  Vim  Mortis Nothing  will  exempt  from  the  arrest 

of  death.  It  happened  that  this  excellent  man  preached  for  my  father  a 
sermon  on  1  Pet.  iv.  18:  "The  righteous  scarcely  saved;"  the  last  words 
of  which  sermon  were,  "When  a  saint  comes  to  die,  then  often  it  is  the 
hour  and  power  of  darkness  with  him;  then  is  the  last  opportunity  that 
the  devil  has  to  vex  the  people  of  God;  and  hence  they  then  sometimes 
have  the  greatest  of  their  distresses.  Do  not  think  him  no  godly  man 
that  then  meets  with  doubts  and  fears;  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  then  cries 
out,  'My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?'  God  help  us,  that 
as  we  live  by  faith,  so  we  may  walk  in  it."  And  these  proved  the  last 
words  that  ever  he  uttered  in  any  sermon  whatsoever,  Eor  visiting  a  sick 
person,  after  his  going  out  of  the  assembly,  he  got  some  harm,  which 
turned  into  a  fever,  whereof  he  did,  without  any  "hour  and  power  of  dark- 
ness" upon  his  own  holy  mind,  expire  on  October  15,  1678.  He  left 
behind  him  two  worthy  sons,  Mr,  Peter  Thaeher,  who  is  at  this  time  the 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Milton,  and  one  from  whose  pious  labours,  not  the 
English  only,  but  even  the  Indians  also,  receive  the  "glad  tydings  of  sal- 
vation;" and  Mr.  Ralph  Thaeher,  minister  of  the  word  at  Martha's  Vine- 
yard. And  he  likewise  left  one  printed  off-spring  of  his  mind;  for  as  the 
reverend  prefacer  thereto  observes,  "When  the  Lord  knew  that  Boston, 
yea,  that  New-England  would  have  cause  for  many  days  of  humiliation, 
he  therefore  stirred  up  the  heart  of  his  servant  aforehand  to  give  instruc- 
tions and  directions  concerning  the  acceptable  performance  of  so  great  a 
duty,"  he  did  in  the  year  1674  preach  on  the  nature  of  a  sacred  fast;  and 
some  of  his  hearers,  who  wrote  after  him,  when  he  preached,  afterwards 
published  it  under  the  title  of,  "A  Fast  of  God's  Chusing." 

§  12.  The  church  of  this  worthy  man  at  Weymouth  has  been  entertained 
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witli  one  curiosity,  which,  bj  way  of  appendix  to  his  life,  is  not  unworthy 
to  be  related : 

One  Matthew  Prat,  whose  religions  parents  had  well  instructed  him  ia 
bis  minority,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  became  totally  rfeafthrongii 
sickness,  and  so  hath  ever  since  continued,  He  was  taught  after  this  to 
write,  as  he  had  been  before  to  read;  and  both  his  reading  and  his  writing  . 
he  retaineth  perfectly,  but  he  has  almost  forgotten  to  speak;  speaking  but 
imperfectly,  and  scarce  intelligibly,  and  very  seldom.  He  is  yet  a  very  judi- 
cious Christian,  and  being  admitted  into  the  communion  of  the  church,  he 
has  therein  for  many  years  behaved  himself  unto  the  extream  satisfaction 
of  good  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  Sarah  Prat,  the  wife  of  this  man, 
is  one  also  who  was  altogether  deprived  of  her  hearing  by  sickness  when 
she  was  about  the  third  year  of  her  age;  but  having  utterly  lost  her  hear- 
ing, she  has  utterly  lost  her  speech  also,  and  no  doubt  all  remembrance  of 
every  thing  that  refers  to  language.  Mr.  Thacher  made  an  essay  to  teach 
her  the  use  of  letters,  but  it  succeeded  not:  however,  she  has  a  most  quick 
apprehension  of  things  by  her  eye,  and  she  discourses  by  signs,  whereat 
some  of  her  friends  are  so  expert,  as  to  maintain  a  conversation  with  her 
upon  any  point  whatever,  withasmuch^eecfomandyMinessasif  she  wanted 
neither  tongue  nor  ear  for  conference.  Her  children  do  learn  her  signs 
from  the  breast :  and  speak  sooner  by  her  eyes  and  hands  than  by  their  Ups. 
From  her  infancy  she  was  very  sober  and  modest;  but  she  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  a  Deity,  nor  of  any  thing  that  concerns  another  life  and  world. 
Nevertheless,  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  has  revealed  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  great  mysteries  of  salvation  by  him,  unto  her,  by  a  more  extraor- 
dinary and  immediate  operation  of  his  own  spirit  upon  her.  An  account 
of  her  experiences  was  written  from  her,  by  her  husband;  and  the  elders 
of  the  church  employing  her  husband,  with  two  of  her  sisters,  who  are 
notably  skilled  in  her  way  of  communication,  examined  her  strictly  here- 
about :  and  they  found  that  she  understood  the  unity  of  the  divine  essence, 
the  trinity  of  persons  in  the  Godhead,  the  personal  union  in  our  Lord,  the 
mystical  union  between  our  Lord  and  his  church;  and  that  she  was 
acquainted  with  the  impressions  of  gracs  upon  a  regenerate  soul  She  was 
under  great  exercise  of  mind,  about  her  internal  and  eternal  state;  she 
expressed  unto  her  friends  desire  of  help;  and  she  made  use  of  the  Bible, 
and  other  good  books,  and  with  tears  remarked  such  passages  as  were  suit- 
able, to  her  own  condition.  Yea,  she  once,  in  her  exercise,  wrote  with  a 
pin  upon  a  trencher,  three  times  over,  "Ah,  poor  soul!"  and  therewith, 
before  divers  persons,  burst  into  tears.  At  a  sermon  she  would  enquire 
after  the  text^  which  being  shewn  her,  she  would  look  and  muse  upon  it: 
and  she  strangely  knows  the  names  of  those  with  whom  she  is  acquainted; 
insomuch  that  if  they  be  names  found  in  the  Scripture,  she  will  turn  and 
find,  and  point  them  there.  It  seems  that  tvritten  w(?rds  are  a  sort  of  A&- 
roghjphiclcs  unto  her. 
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She  was  admitted  into  the  cburcli  with  the  general  approbation  of  the 
faithful,  nor  would  the  most  judicious  casuist  in  the  world — a  Luther,  a 
Melancthon,  a  Gforhard,  an  Alting,  a  Baldwin — have  scrupled  her  admis- 
sion to  the  sacred  mysteries:  and  her  carriage  is  that  of  a  grave,  gracious, 
holy  woman. 

The  wonderful  circumstances  of  this  couple  may  justly  be  added  unto 
the  "entertainments  for  the  curious,"  which  we  have  in  the  young  man 
and  maid  mentioned  by  Camerarius,  who,  though  deaf  and  dumb,  could 
read  and  write  and  cypher,  and  know  a  man's  meaning  by  the  motion  of 
his  lips.  And  the  person  mentioned  'hj  Platerus,  who,  though  born  deaf 
as  well  as  dwmh^  yet  could  express  his  thoughts  in  a  table-book,  and  com- 
prehend what  was  written  by  others  in  it,  and  with  edification  attend  upon 
the  ministry  of  dkolam/padius ;  and  both  Mr.  Crisp  of  London,  and  Gennet 
Lowes  of  Edinburgh,  who,  though  naturally  deaf,  and  by  eonscquence 
dumb,  could  yet  see  what  people  spoke,  by  seeing  them  when  they  spoke: 
and,  iu  a  word,  the  exquisite  sence  of  the  mutes  in  the  Ottoman  Court, 
related  by  Rycaut  in  his  history  of  that  empire. 

An  epitaph  must  now  be  sought  for  this  worthy  man :  and  because  the 
nation  and  quality  of  the  author,  wilJ  make  the  composure  to  become  a 
curiosity,  I  will  here,  for  an  Epitaph,  insert  an  elegy  which  was  composed 
upon  this  occasion  by  an  Indian  youth,  who  was  then  a  student  of  Har- 
vard Colledge  (his  name  was  Eleazar): 

IN  OniTUM  VIRIVilRE  REVEREND 
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CEAFTSH II?IL 

THE    LIFE  OF   MR.  PETER   flOBAST. 

§  1.  It  was  a  saying  of  Alphonsus  (whom  tkey  sir-named,  "the  wise, 
King  of  Arragon,")  that  "among  so  many  things  as  are  by  men  possessed 
or  pursued  in  the  course  of  their  lives,  all  the  rest  are  baubles,  besides  old 
wood  to  burn,  old  wine  to  drink,  old  friends  to  converse  with,  and  old 
books  to  read,"  Now,  there  having  been  Protestant  and  reformed  colonies 
here  formed,  in  a  new  world,  and  those  colonies  now  growing  old,  it  will 
certainly  be  no  unwise  thing  for  them  to  converse  with  some  of  their  old 
friends,  among  which  one  was  Mr.  Peter  Hobart,  whom  therefore  a  nev: 
hook  shall  now  present  unto  my  readers. 

§  2.  Mr.  Peter  Hobart  was  born  at  or  near  Hingham,  a  market  town  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1604.  His  parents 
were  eminent  for  piety,  and  even  from  their  youth  "feared  God  above 
many;"  wherein  their  zeal  was  more  conspicuous  by  the  impiety  of  the 
neighbourhood,  among  whom  there  were  but  three  .or  four  in  the  whole 
town  that  minded  serious  religion,  and  these  were  sufficiently  maligned 
by  the  irreligious  for  their  Puritanism,  These  parents  of  our  Hobart  were 
such  as  had  obtained  each  other  from  the  G-od  of  heaven,  by  Isaac-like 
prayers  unto  him,  and  such  as  afterwards  "besieged  Ileaven"  with  a  con- 
tinual importunity  for  a  blessing  upon  their  children ;  whereof  the  second 
was  this  our  Peter.  This  their  son  was,  like  another  Samuel,  from  his 
infency  dedicated  by  them  unto  the  ministry,  and  in  order  thereunto,  sent 
betimes  unto  a  grammar-school ;  whereto,  such  was  his  desire  of  learning, 
that  he  went  several  miles  on  foot  every  morning,  and  by  his  early  ap- 
pearance there,  still  shamed  the  sloth  of  others.  He  went  afterwards  unto 
the  free-school  at  Lyn,  from  whence,  when  he  was  by  his  master  judged 
fit  for  it,  he  was  admitted  into  a  colledge  in  the  University  of  Cambridge; 
where  he  remained,  studied,  profited,  until  he  proceeded  Batchellor  of 
Arts;  giving  all  along  an  example  of  sobriety,  gravity,  aversion  from  all 
vice,  and  inclination  to  the  service  of  God. 
Vol.  I.— 32 
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§  S.  Retiring  tlien  from  the  university,  he  taught  a  grammar-school; 
but  he  lodged  in  the  house  of  a  conformist  minister,  who,  though  he  were 
no  friend  unto  Puritans,  yet  he  employed  thia  our  young  Hobart  some- 
times to  preach  for  him :  and  when  asked,  "  What  his  opinion  of  this  young 
man  was?"  be  said,  "I  do  highly  approve  his  abilities;  be  will  make  an 
able  preacher:  but  I  fear  he  will  be  too  precise."  When  the  time  for  it 
came,  he  returned  unto  the  university,  and  proceeded  Master  of  Arts:  but 
the  rest  of  his  time  in  England  was  attended  with  much  unsettkment  of 
his  condition.  He  was  employed  here  and  there,  as  godly  people  could 
obtain  permission  from  the  parson  of  the  pariah,  who  upon  any  little  dis- 
gust would  recal  that  permiasion :  and  yet  all  this  while,  by  the  blcasing 
of  God  upon  his  own  diligence  and  discretion,  and  the  frugality  of  his 
vertuous  consort,  he  lived  comfortably.  The  last  place  of  his  residence 
in  England  was  the  town  of  Haverhil,  where  he  was  a  lecturer,  laborious 
and  successful  in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord. 

§  4.  His  parents,  his  brethren,  his  sisters,  had  not  without  a  great  afflic- 
tion to  him  embarked  for  New-England;  but  some  time  after  this,  the 
cloud  of  prelatical  impositions  and  persecutions  grew  so  black  upon  him, 
that  the  solicitations  of  his  friends  obtained  from  him  a  resolution  for  New- 
England  also,  where  he  hoped  for  a  more  settled  abode,  which  was  most 
agreeable  to  his  inclination.  Accordingly,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1635, 
he  took  ship,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  and  after  a  voyage  by  con- 
stant sickness  rendred  varj  tedious  to  him,  be  arrived  at  Charles-town, 
where  he  found  his  desired  relations  got  safe  before  him.  Several  towns 
now  addressed  him  to  become  their  minister ;  but  he  chose  with  his  father's 
family  and  some  other  Christians  to  form  a  new  plantation,  which  they 
called  Hingham ;  and  there  gathering  a  church,  he  continued  a  faithful  pas- 
tor and  an  able  preacher  for  many  years.  And  his  old  people  at  Haverhil 
indeed,  in  some  time  after,  sent  most  importunate  letters  unto  him,  to 
invite  his  return  for  England :  and  he  had  certainly  returned,  if  the  letters 
had  not  so  miscarried,  that  before  his  advice  to  them,  there  fell  out  some 
remarkable  and  invincible  hindrances  of  his  removal. 

§  6.  Not  long  after  this,  he  had  (as  his  own  expression  for  it  was)  "  his 
heart  rent  out  of  his  breast,"  by  the  death  of  his  consort ;  but  his  Christian, 
patient,  and  submissive  resignation,  was  rewarded  by  his  marriage  to  a 
second,  that  proved  a  rich  blessing  unto  him.  His  house  was  also  edified 
and  beautified  with  many  children,  on  whom  when  he  looked  he  would 
say,  sometimes  with  much  thankfulness,  "Behold,  thus  shall  the  man  be 
blessed  that  feareth  the  LordI"  and  for  whom  he  employed  many  tears  in 
his  prayers  to  God,  that  they  might  be  happy,  and,  like  another  Job, 
offered  up  his  daily  supplications. 

His  love  to  learning  made  him  strive  hard  that  his  hopeful  sons  might 
not  go  without  a  learned  education ;  and  accordingly 'we  find  four  or  five 
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of  them  wearing  laurels  in  the  catalogue  of  our  graduates;  and  several  of 
them  are  at  this  day  worthy  preachers  of  the  gospel  in  our  churches. 

§  7.  He  was  mostly  a  morning  student,  not  meriting  the  name  of  Momo 
Lectissimtts,*  as  he  in  the  witty  epigrammatist,  from  hia  lonff  lying  a  bed; 
and  yet  he  would  improve  the  darkness  of  the  evening  also  for  solemn, 
fixed,  and  illuminating  meditations.  He  was  much  admired  ioiwellstud- 
ted  sermons;  and  even  in  the  midat  of  secular  diversions  and  distractions, 
his  active  mind  would  be  buaie  at  providing  materials  for  the  composure 
of  them.  He  much  valued  that  rule,  stitdy  standing ;  and  until  old  age 
and  weakness  compelled  him,  he  rarely  would  study  sitting:  which  prac- 
tice of  his  he  would  recommend  unto  other  students,  as  an  excellent  pre- 
ventive of  that  Flagellum  Sludiosorum,^  the  stone.  And  when  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  hear  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister,  he  did  it  with  such 
a  diligent  and  reverent  attention,  as  made  it  manifest  that  he  worshipped 
God  in  doing  of  it:  and  he  was  very  careful  to  he  present  stil],  at  the 
.beginning  of  the  exercises,  counting  it  a  recreation  to  sit  and  wait  for  the 
worship  of  God. 

Moreover,  hia  heart  was  knit  in  a  most  sincere  and  hearty  love  towards 
pious  men,  though  they  were  not  in  all  things  of  his  own  perswasioii.  He 
would  admire  the  grace  of  God  in  good  men,  though  they  were  of  senti- 
ments contrary  unto  his;  and  he  would  say,  "I  can  carry  them  in  my 
bosome:"  nor  was  he  by  them  otherwise  respected. 

I  8.  There  was  deeply  rooted  in  him  a  strong  antipathy  to  all  profanities, 
whereof  he  was  a  faithful  reprover,  both  in  publick  and  in  private;  and 
when  his  reproofs  prevailed  not,  he  would  "weep  in  secret  places." 

DmJdng  to  excess,  and  mispencc  of  precious  time,  in  tipling  or  talking 
with  vain  persons,  which  he  saw  grown  too  common,  wa3>  an  evil  so 
extremely  offensive  to  him,  that  he  would  call  it,  "Sitting  at  meat  in  an 
idol's  temple;"  and  whea  he  saw  that  vanity  grow  upon  the  more  high 
professors  of  religion,  it  was  yet  more  distastful  to  him,  who  iu  his  own 
behaviour  was  a  great  example  of  temperance. 

Pride,  expressed  in  a  gaiety  and  bravery  of  apparel,  would  also  cause 
him  with  much  compassion  to  address  the  yoiing  persons  with  whom  he 
saw  it  budding,  and  advise  them  to  correct  it,  with  more  care  to  adorn  their 
souls  with  such  things  as  were  of  great  price  before  God: ,  and  here  likewise 
hia  own  example  joined  handsomeness  with  gravity,  and  a  moderation  that 
could  not  endure  a  show.  But  there  was  no  sort  of  men  from  whom  he 
more  turned  away  than  those  who,  under  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  church  dis- 
cipline, were  very  pragmatical  in  controversies,  and  furiously  set  upon  hav- 
ing all  things  carried  tlieir  way,  which  they  would  call  "the  rule;"  but  at 
the  same  time  were  most  insipid  creatures,  destitute  of  the  "life  and  power 
of  godliness,"  and  perhaps  immoral  m  their  conversations.     To  these  he 
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would  apply  a  saying  of  Mr.  Cotton's,  "  That  some  men  are  all  church,  and 
no  Christ" 

§  9.  He  was  a  person  that  met  with  many  temptations  and  afflictions, 
which  are  better  forgotten  than  rememhered;  but  he  was  internallyand 
ig  now  eternally  a  gainer  by  them.  It  is  remarked  of  the  Patriarch  Jacob, 
that  when  he  was  a  very  old  man,  and  mnch  older  than  the  most  that 
lived  after  him,  he  complained,  "Few  and  evil  have  been  the  days  of  the 
years  of  my  life:"  in  which  complaint  the  few  is  explained  by  the  evil; 
his  days  were  winter-days,  and  spent  in  the  darkness  of  sore  calamity. 
Winter-days  are  twenty-four  hours  long  as  well  as  other  days;  yea,  longer, 
if  the  equation  of  time  should  be  mathematically  considered :  yet  we  count 
them  the  shorter  days.  Thus,  although  our  Hobart  lived  unto  old  age,  he 
might  call  his  days/eit>,  because  they  had  been  evil.  But  "Mark  this  per- 
fect man,  and  behold  this  upright  one;  for  the  end  of  this  man  was  peace." 
In  the  spring  of  the  year  1670,  he  was  visited  with  a  sickness  that  seemed 
the  "messenger  of  death;"  but  it  waa  his  humble  desire  that,  by  having 
his  life  prolonged  a  little  further,  he  might  see  the  education  of  his  own 
younger  children  perfected,  and  bestow  more  labour  also  upon  the  con- 
version of  the  young  people  in  his  congregation:  "I  have  travelled  in 
the  ministry  in  this  place  thirty-five  years,  and  might  it  please  God  so  far 
to  lengthen  out  my  days,  as  to  make  it  up  forty,  I  should  not,  I  think, 
desire  any  more."  Now,  the  Lord  heard  this  desire  of  his  praying  ser- 
vant, and  added  no  less  than  ei^Aiyears  more  unto  his  days,  The  most  part 
of  which  time,  except  the  last  three-quarters  of  a  year,  he  was  employed 
in  the  publick  services  of  his  ministry. 

Being  recovered  from  his  illness,  he  proved  that  he  did  not  flatter  with 
his  lips  in  the  vows  that  he  had  made  for  his  recovery;  for  he  now  set 
himself  with  great  fervour  to  gather  the  children  of  his  church  under  the 
saving  wings  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  in  order  thereunto  he  preached 
many  pungent  sermons,  on  Eccl.  xi.  9, 10,  and  Eccl.  xii.  1,  and  used  many 
other  successful  endeavours. 

§  10.  Though  his  labours  were  not  without  success,  yet  the  success  was 
not  so  general  and  notable  but  that  he  would  complain,  "Alas,  for  the 
barrenness  of  my  ministry !"  And  when  he  found  his  lungs  decay  by  old 
age  and  fever,  he  would  clap  his  hands  on  his  breast,  and  say,  "The  bel- 
lows are  burnt,  the  founder  has  melted  in  vain!"  At  length,  infirmities 
grew  so  fast  upon  this  painful  servant  of  our  Lord,  that  in  the  summer  of 
the  year  1678  he  seemed  apace  drawing  on  to  his  end;  but  after  some 
revivals  he  again  got  abroad;  however,  he  seldom,  if  ever,  preached  after 
it,  but  only  administered  the  sacraments.  In  this  time  his  humility,  and 
consequently  all  the  other  graces  which  God  gives  unto  the  humble,  grew 
exceedingly  and  observably;  and  hence  he  took  delight  in  hearing  the 
commendations  of  other  men,  though  sometimes  they  were  so  unwisely 
uttered  as  to  carry  some  diminutions  unto  himself;  and  he  set  liimself 
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particularly  to  put  all  respect  and  honour  upon  the  ministers  that  came 
in  the  time  of  bis  weakness  to  supply  hia  place.  After  and  under  hirj 
confinement,  the  singing  of  psalms  was  an  exercise  wherein  he  took  a  par- 
ticular delight;  saying,  "That  it  was  the  work  of  Heaven,  which  he  was 
willing  to  anticipate."  But  about  eight  weeks  before  hia  expiration,  he 
did  with  his  aged  hand  ordain  a  successor ;  which  when  he  had  performed 
with  much  solemnity,  he  did  afterwards,  with  an  assembly  of  ministers 
and  other  Christians,  at  his  own  house,  joyfully  sing  the  song  of  aged 
Simeon,  "Thy  servant  now  lettest  thou  depart  in  peace."  He  had  now 
"nothing  to  do,  but  to  die;"  and  he  spent  his  hours  accordingly  in  assid- 
uous preparations;  not  without  some  dark  intervals  of  temptation;  but  at 
last  with  "light  arising  in  darkness"  unto  Mm.  While  his  exteriour  was 
decaying,  his  inleriour  was  renewing  every  day,  until  the  twentieth  day  of 
January,  1678,  when  he  quietly  and  silently  resigned  his  holy  soul  unto 
its  faithfal  Creator. 

EPITAPHIUM. 

D,  PETRI  HOBARTI, 

Osm  mb  hoc  Saxo  Latitant,  dcfossa  Sepulchro, 
Spiritus  in  Ctelo,  cuTcere,  missus  agil.f 


A   MAN   OP   QOD,   AND   AN   HONOTIllABLE   MAN. 

THE  LIFE  OP  MR.  SAlUEl  WHITING. 

Hi  mihi  Daciores  semper placueie,  docenda 

Qui  faci-ant,  plus,  qvam  qui  fadenda  docent.'t 

§  1.  When  the  miserable  Saul  applied  himself  to  the  Witch  of  Endor 
for  the  invoking  of  and  consulting  with  some  spirit  in  the  invisible  world, 
he  chose  that  the  spirit  should  rather  appear  in  the  shape  of  the  venerable 
Samuel,  than  in  any  other.  A  dispute  is  raised  among  learned  men,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  spirit  thus  raised,  "who  it  should  be?"> — ^for  while  some 
think  that^  beyond  the  expectation,  and  unto  the  astonishment  of  the 
Witch,  it  was  the  true  Samuel  which  now  appeared;  in  as  much  as  the 
apparition  is  five  times  over  called  by  the  name  of  Samuel,  and  the  apoc- 
ryphal Ecolesiasticus  affirms  of  Samuel,  that  "after  his  death  he  prophe- 
sied :"  and  several  of  the  fathers  and  of  the  school-men,  herein  followed  by 
Mendoza,  Delrio,  Dr.  More,  Mr,  Glanvil,  and  others,  are  of  this  opinion : 
they  imagine,  with  Lyra,  that  God  then  sent  in  the  real  Samuel,  unlooked 
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/or,  aa  he  came  upon  Balaam,  when  employed  about  his  magical  impostures: 
there  are  more,  who  judge  that  it  was  a  spirit  of  the  same  kind  with  tiiat 
which  is  described  by  Porphyrins,  *ay7a(*(op(pov  ts  xai  s^oXolpo^rou — ^"changiiig 
themselves  into  multifarious  forms,  one  while  acting  the  parts  of  dfemons, 
another  while  of  angels,  and  another  while  the  souls  of  the  deceased:" 
of  which  opinion  was  Tertullian,  and  the  author  of  the  Quest,  et  Besp.* 
ascribed  unto  Justin  Martyr,  and  the  generality  of  Protestants :  who  eainiot 
perswade  themselves  that  the  Lord  would  have  so  far  countenanced  Nec- 
romancy or  Psycomancy  as  to  have  let  the  real  Samuel  come  upon  the 
solicitations  of  an  enchantress;  and  that  the  real  Samuel  would  not  have 
discoursed  at  the  rate  of  the  spectre  now  exhibited. 

Let  the  disputants  upon  this  question  wrangle  od:  while  we  by  a  very 
lawful  and  laudable  art  will  fetch  another  Samuel  from  the  dead:  and  by 
the  happy  ma^ick  of  our  pen,  reader,  we  will  bring  into  the  view  of  the 
world  a  venerable  old  man — a  Samuel  who  shall  entertain  us  with  none 
but  comfortable  and  profitable  tidings. 

§  2.  Mr.  Samuel  Whiting  drew  his  first  breath  at  Boston,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, November  20,  A,  D.  1597,  His  father,  a  person  of  good  repute 
there,  the  eldest  son  among  many  brethren,  an  alderman,  and  sometimes  a 
mayor  of  the  town,  had  three  sons;  the  second  of  these  was  our  Samuel, 
who  had  a  learned  education  by  his  father  bestowed  upon  him,  first  at 
Boston  school,  and  then  at  the  university  of  Cambridge.  He  had  for  his 
companion  in  his  education  his  cosen  german,  the  very  renowned  Anthony 
Tuckney,  afterwards  doctor,  and  master  of  St.  John's  Colledge:  they  were 
BcAoo^-fellowa  at  Boston,  and  chamber-mates  at  Cambridge;  they  both 
belonged  unto  Imnianuel-Colledge,  and  they  continued  an  intimate  friend- 
ship, when  they  left  the  seats  of  the  Muses,  which  indeed  was  not 
"quenehed  by  the  many  waters"  of  the  Atlantick  when  they  were  a  thou- 
sand leagues  asunder.  It  was  while  he  was  thus  at  the  university  that 
the  good  Spirit  of  God  made  early  impressions  of  grace  upon  his  young 
soul;  and  the  cares  of  bis  pious  tutor  (I  think  Mr.  Yates)  to  instruct  him 
in  matters  oireltgion,  aa  well  as  of  literature,  were  blessed  for  the  imbuing  of 
his  mind  with  a  tincture  o?  early  piety ;  which  was  further  advanced  by  the 
ministry  of  such  preachers  as  Dr.  Sibs  and  Dr.  Preston:  so  that  in  his  age 
he  would  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  divine  favours  which  he  thus  received 
in  his  youth,  and  when  he  was  entering  into  his  rest,  where  he  eSpected 
the  most  intimate  communion  with  our  glorious  Immanuel,  and  with  the 
"spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,"  he  could  with  joy  reflect  upon  the  anti- 
cipations of  it,  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  retired  wallc  of  Immanuel -Colledge. 

§  3.  Having  proceeded  Master  of  Arts,  he  removed  from  Cambridge, 
and  became  a  chaplain  to  Sir  Nathanael  Bacon  and  Sir  Eoger  Townsend, 
where  he  did  for  three  years  together,  with  prayers,  with  sermons,  with 
catechising,  and  with  a  grave  and  wise  deportment,  serve  the  interest  of 
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religion,  in  a  family  wliicli  had  no  less  than  tv)o  knights  s,n3.  five  ladies  in 
it.  He  next  removed  unto  Lyn,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  spent 
another  three  years  as  a  collegue  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  with  a  rev- 
erend and  excellent  man,  Mr.  Price.  But  the  great  content  which  he  took 
in  his  present  scituation,  and  society,  and  service,  was  interrupted  at  length 
by  complaints  made  unto  the  Bishop  of  Norwieh  for  his  non-conformity 
unto  those  rites  which  never  were  of  any  use  in  the  church  of  God,  but 
only  to  be  tools  by  which  the  worst  of  men  might  thrust  out  the  best  from 
serving  it.  Being  cited  unto  the  Iligh  Commission  Court,  he  expected 
that  he  should  lose  the  most  of  his  estate  for  his  being  a  n  on -conformist; 
but  before  the  time  for  his  appearance,  according  to  the  citation,  came, 
King  James  died;  and  so  his  trouble  at  this  time  was  diverted.  The  Earl 
of  Lincoln  afterwards  interceding  for  him,  the  Bishop  was  willing  to  prom- 
ise that  he  would  no  farther  worry  him,  in  case  he  would  be  gone  out  of 
his  diocess,  where  he  could  not  reach  him ;  and  therefore  leaving  Lyn,  he 
exercised  his  ministry  at  Skirbick,  near  Boston  in  Lincolnshire,  for  a  con- 
siderable while,  with  no  inconsiderable  fruit;  refreshed  with  the  delightful 
neighbourhood  of  his  old  friends,  and  especially  those  eminent  persona 
Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Tuckney,  to  both  of  whom  he  had  some  affinity,  as 
from  both  of  them  no  little  affection. 

§  i.  Having  buried  his  first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — two 
sojia,  who  died  in  England,  and  one  daughter,  afterwards  matched  with 
one  Mr.  Thomas  Weld,  in  another  land — he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Oliver  SL  John,  a  Bedfordshire  gentleman,  of  an  honourable  femily,  nearly 
related  unto  the  Lord  St.  John  of  Bletso.  This  Mr.  St.  John  was  a  person 
of  incomparable  breeding,  vertue,  and  piety;  such  that  Mr.  Cotton,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  him,  said  of  him,  "He  was  one  of  the  compleat- 
est  gentlemen,  without  affectation,  that  ever  he  knew,"  And  this  his 
daughter  was  a  person  of  singular  piety  and  gravity ;  one  who  by  her  dia- 
cretion  ireed  her  husband  from  all  secular  avocations;  one  who  upheld  a 
daily  and  constant  communion  with  God  in  the  devotions  of  her  closet; 
one  who  not  only  terole  the  sermons  that  she  heard  on  the  Lord's  days 
with  much  dexterity,  but  lived  them,  and  lived  on  them  all  the  week. 
The  usual  phrase  for  an  excellent  ivoman  among  the  ancient  Jews  was, 
"one  who  deserves  to  marry  a  priest:"  even  such  an  excellent  woman  was 
now  married  unto  Mr.  Whiting.  This  gentlewoman  having  stayed  with 
her  worthy  consort  forty-seven  years,  went  in  the  seventy-third  year  of 
her  age  unto  Him  to  whom  her  soul  had  been  some  scores  of  years  espoused. 
Mr.  Whiting  had  by  her  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Three  of  the  sons 
lived  unto  the  estate  and  stature  of  men;  and  bad  a  learned  education. 
Samuel  is  at  this  day  a  reverend,  holy,  and  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel 
in  the  New-English  town  of  Billerica; -John  was  intended  for  a  physician, 
but  became  a  preacher,  first  at  Butterwick,  then  at  Leverton  in  Lincoln- 


504  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMERICANA; 

shire,  where  he  died  a  godly  conformist:  Joseph  ia  at  this  day  a  worthy 
Sind  paiefu!  miEister  of  the  gospel  at  Southampton  upon  Long-Island. 

§  5.  After  he  had  abode  several  years  at  Skirbick,  soon  after  Mr,  Cot- 
ton's removal,  he  fell  into  such  trouble  for  his  non-conformity  to  the  vani- 
ties which  men  had  "received  by  tradition  from  their  Popish  fethers,"  and 
this  through  the  complaint  of  the  same  unhappy  man,  it  is  said,  who  pro- 
cured the  trouble  of  Mr.  Cotton,  that  he  found  he  must  he  gone :  but  New- 
England  offered  it  self  as  the  most  hopeful  and  quiet,  and  indeed  the  only 
place  that  he  could  be  gone  unto.  The  ecclesiastical  sharks  then  drove 
this  Whiting  over  the  Atlantic  sea  unto  the  American  strand.  Let  it  not 
be  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  persons  of  a  conscience  rightly  informed  and 
inclined,  chose  rather  to  undergo  an  uncomfortable  exik  from  the  best 
island  under  heaven  to  as  hard  a  desart  as  any  upon  earth,  rather  than 
to  conform  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  English  Liturgy.  If  the  things  had 
been  as  lawfulin  the  judgment  of  the  sufferers  as  they  were  in  the  pre- 
tences of  the  imposers,  they  were  not  so  fond  of  miseries  as  to  have  refused 
conformity.  But  it  was  of  old  observed,  that  when  sinful  things  were 
commanded,  Nihil  obstinacius  Christiano- — nothing  is  more  obstinate  than  a 
Christian  dissenter;  and  it  is  a  commendable  obstinacy!  The  faithful  in 
Tertullian's  time  would  undergo  any  thing  rather  than  use  the  ceremonies 
of  idolaters,  though  they  might  have  used  them  to  another  end,  and  with 
another  mind  than  thiy.  The  first  planters  of  New-England  knew  that 
the  ceremonies  retained  in  the  Church  of  England  had  been  first  invented 
and  practised  by  idolaters:  and  knowing  that  all  the  abominations  of  the 
Popish  Mass  originally  sprang  from  an  imposed  Liturgy,  they  thought  it 
no  nicety  to  have  declined  all  compliance  with  such  a  thing,  though  they 
should  not  have  had,  as  they  had,  numberless  (Ejections  against  it.  The 
very  vxyrds  used  in  the  rites  then  required,  were  feared  by  those  good  men, 
as  dangerous;  after  they  read  those  words  of  the  Ehemists,  "While  they 
say,  ministers,  let  us  say,  priests;  when  they  call  it,  a  communion  table,  let 
us  call  it,  an  altar.  Let  us  keep  our  old  words,  and  we  shall  keep  our  old 
things,  our  religion."  But  much  more  did  these  good  men  fear  the  riles 
of  things  themselves;  especially  when  they  saw  them  to  be  not  only 
unscriptural  and  uninstituted,  but  also  of  pernicious  consequence  to  the  very 
vitals  of  religion.  For  this  they  had  the  example  of  Peter  Martyr,  who 
wished  that  the  reformed  churches,  keeping  up  these  things,  would  be 
sensible,  Evangelium  its  manentibus,  non  satis  esse  Jirmum:~that  the  gospel 
cannot  be  secure,  while  the  ceremonies  continue:  they  had  the  example 
of  Martin  Bueer,  who  complained  that  the  ceremonies  and  the  preaching  of 
the  word,  mutually  expel  one  another.  Where  knowledge  through  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  prevails,  there  the  love  of  these  withers,  and  where 
the  hve  of  these  prevails,  there  knowledge  decays :  they  had  the  example  of 
the  divines  of  Hamburgh,  who  looked  upon  such  ceremonies  to  be  the 
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CunicuU — the  se<yret  mines — by  wbich  the  Papists  would  convey  themselves 
under  o\s.t  foundations,  and  overthrow  our  churches.  And  if  they  did  then 
entertain  Austin's  fear — In  Multitudine  Oeremoniarum  pericUtaiur  Fides* — 
I  wish  the  event  had  less  confirmed  it.  It  is  very  certain,  in  the  English 
nation,  they  served  only  as  Gileaditea,  to  keep  t]ie  passages  of  the  church, 
so  that  no  minister,  how  able  or  worthy  soever,  could  pass,  unless  he  could 
jironounce  that  Shibhohtli.  And  if  the  man  of  Bern,  mentioned  by  Me- 
lancthon,  who  would  rather  be  martyred  than  observe  one  fast  in  the 
Popish  manner,  were  to  be  amvmended  for  bis  fidelity  to  Christ,  though  it 
seemed  such  a  liiih  matter,  these  good  men  must  not  be  reproached  for  this, 
that  they  would  rather  be  exikd  than  to  conform  to  those  things,  which 
were  like  the  pretended  "indifferent  things"  imposed  in  the  old  (rerman 
instrument  called  the  Interim,  namely,  Semina  Corruptelce — -the  seeds  of 
I^omish  corruption.  It  is  time  for  me  now,  without  any  further  observa- 
tion, to  add  concerning  our  Whiting.  His  vertuous  consort  was  fer  from 
discouraging  him,  through  any  unwillingness  in  her  to  forsake  her  native 
country,  or  expose  her  own  person  first  unto  the  hazards  of  the  ocean,  and 
then  unto  the  sorrows  of  a  wilderness :  but  though  some  of  her  friends  were 
much  against  it,  yet  she  ratheT  forwarded,  than  kindred  her  husband's  incli- 
nation for  America.  When  he  shipped  himself)  he  took  with  him  all  that 
he  had;  and  whereas  he  might  have  reserved  his  lands  in  England,  which 
would  have  yielded  him  a  considerable  annual  revenue,  aud  notable  acces- 
sion to  the  small  salary,  which  he  was  afterwards  put  off  withal;  yet 
judging  that  he  never  should  return  to  England  any  more,  he  sold  all, 
saying,  "I  am  going  into  the  wilderness  to  a  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  and 
I  will  not  leave  an  hoof  behind  me." 

He  took  shipping  about  the  beginning  of  April,  1636,  and  arrived  May 
26,  after  he  had  been  so  very  sick  all  the  way,  that  he  could  preach  but 
one  sermon  aU  the  while:  and  he  would  say,  "that  he  had  much  rather 
have  undergone  six  weeks  imprisonment  for  a  good  cause,  than  to  undergo 
six  weeks  of  such  terrible  sea-sickness  as  he  had  been  now  tried  withal." 

But  in  a  sermon  after  his  arrival,  be  thus  expressed  his  apprehensions 
and  consolations: 

"We  in  thia  country  have  left  oiir  near  and  our  dear  frietida;  but  if  we  can  get  nearer  to 
God  here,  he  will  be  instead  of  alt,  and  moro  than  all  unto  us;  Ho  hatli  oil  the  fulness  of  all 
the  sweetest  relations  bound  up  in  iiim.  We  may  take  out  of  God,  which  we  forsook  in 
father,  mother,  brother,  sister,  friends  tliat  hath  been  as  near  and  as  dear  as  our  own  soul." 

§  6.  When  he  came  ashore,  his  friends  at  the  New-English  Boston,  with 
many  of  whom  he  had  been  acquainted  in  Lincoln-shire,  let  him  know 
how  glad  they  were  to  see  him ;  and  having  lodged  about  a  month  with 
his  kinsman,  Mr,  Adderton  Haugh,  he  removed  unto  Lyn,  the  church 
there  inviting  him  to  he  their  pastor ;  and  in  the  pastoral  care  of  that  flock 
he  spent  all  the  rest  of  his  days.     The  year  following,  Mr.  Thomas  Gobbet 

•  In  the  moltltude  of  ceremonies,  fullh  iUeif  l»  Id  peril. 
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followed  him;  and  soon  after  his  arrival  at  New-England,  became  his  col- 
legue  in  the  service  of  the  church  at  Lyn,  Great  was  the  love  that  swect- 
ned  the  labours  and  whole  conversation  and  vicinity  of  these  fellow- 
labourers;  the  rays  with  which  they  illuminated  the  house  of  God,  sweetly 
united;  they  were  almost  every  day  together,  and  thought  it  a  long  day 
if  they  were  not  so ;  one  rarely  travelling  abroad  without  the  other :  and 
these  two  angelick  men  seemed  willing  to  give  one  another  as  little  jostle 
as  the  angels  upon  Jacob's  ladder  did  unto  one  another,  while  one  was 
descending  and  another  ascending  there.  How  litth  stipemh  these  great 
servants  of  the  church  were  oppressed,  but  yet  contented  withal,  may  be 
gathered  from  this  one  story: 

The  uii grateful.! nhabitants  of  Lyn  one  year  passed  a  town  vote,  that 
they  could  not  allow  their  ministers  above  thirty  pounds  apiece  that  year 
for  their  salary:  and,  behold,  the  God  who  will  not  be  mocked,  immedi- 
ately caused  the  town  to  lose  three  hundred  pounds,  in  that  one  specie  of 
their  oattel,  by  one  disaster. 

However,  Mr.  Whiting  found  such  a  blessing  of  God  upon  his  little,  that 
he  would  cheerfully  say,  "He  questioned  whether,  if  he  had  abode  in  Eng- 
land, where  his  means  were  much  more  considerable,  he  could  have  brought 
np  three  sons  at  the  university  there,  as  he  did  at  Harvard- Col  I  edge  liere." 
But  after  they  had  lived  about  a  score  of  years  together,  Mr.  Gobbet  was, 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Kogers,  translated  unto  Ipswich ;  from  this  time 
was  Mr.  Whiting  mostly  alone  in  his  ministry;  "andyet  not  alone,  because 
the  Heavenly  Father  was  with  him."  And  as  he  drew  near  his  end,  he 
had  his  youngest  son  for  his  assistant. 

In  the  sixty  third  year  of  his  age,  A.  D.  1669,  he  began  to  be  visited 
with  the  grinding  and. painful  disease  of  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  with 
which  he  was  much  exercised  [and  the  reader  that  knows  any  thing  of  it, 
will.aay  it  was  exercise  enough]  until  he  came  to  be  "where  the  weary  are 
at  rest,"  He  bore  his  affliction  with  incomparable  patience;  and  he  had 
one  favour  which  he  much  asked  of  God,  that  though  small  stones,  with 
great  pains,  often  proceeded  from  him,  and  he  scarce  enjoyed  one  day  of 
perfect  ease  after  this  until  he  died,  yet  it  is  not  remembred  that  he  was 
ever  hindred  thereby  one  day  from  his  publiok  services.  And  whereas 
it  was  expected,  both  by  himself  and  others,  that  as  he  grew  in  years,  the 
torments  of  his  malady  would  grow  upon  him,  it  proved  much  otherwise; 
the  torments  and  oomplainia  of  his  distemper  abated  as  his  age  increaseih 
At  length  a  senile  atrophy  came  upon  him,  with  a  wasting  Diarrha3a,  which 
brought  Lyn  into  darkness,  December  11,  1679,  in  the  eighty  third  year 
of  his  'peregrination. 

§  7.  For  his  learning  he  was  many  ways  well  accomplished:  especially 
he  was  accurate  in  Hebrew,  in  which  primitive  and  expressive  language 
he  took  much  delight;  and  he  was  elegant  in  Latin,  whereof  among  other 
demonstrations  he  gave  one  in  an  oration  at  one  of  our  commencements; 
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and  much  of  bis  vacant  hours  he  employed  m  history :  history,  which 
made  good  unto  him  her  ancient  character: 

Oninu  nunc  noatrd  pendet  Frudeatia  Senim, 
Siteque  jtil,  tiostra  qui  caret  Arte,  aapit." 

History,  whose  great  votary,  Polybius,  truly  asserts,  Nulla  Twminihm  fadl- 
ior  ad  YitxB  institutioneni  via  est,  quam  Rerum  ante  gestarum  Gognitio.f  And 
he  waa  no  less  a  man  of  temper  than  of  learning:  the  peculiar  sweetness 
and  goodness  of  his  temper  nrast  be  an  essential  stroke  in  his  character;  he 
was  wonderfully  happy  in  his  meek,  his  composed,  his  peaceable  disposi- 
tion :  and  his  meekness  of  wisdom  out-shone  all  his  other  attainments  in 
learning;  for  there  is  no  humane  literature  so  hardly  attained,  as  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  man  to  regulate  his  anger.  His  very  countenance  had  an 
amiable  smile  continually  sweetning  of  it:  and  his  face  herein  was  but  the 
true  image  of  his  mind,  which,  like  the  upper  regions,  was  marvellously 
free  from  the  storms  of  passions. 

In  prosperity  he  was  not  much  elated,  in  adversity  he  was  not  much 
dejected ;  under  provocations  he  would  scorn  to  be  provoked.  When  the 
Lord  would  not  express  himself  unto  Elijah  in  the  wind,  nor  in  the  earth- 
quake, nor  in  the  fire,  but  in  the  still  voice,  I  suspect,  lest  one  thing 
intended  among  others,  might  he  an  admonition  unto  the  prophet  himself, 
to  beware  of  the  boisterous,  uneven,  inflamed  efforts,  whereto  his  natural 
constitution  might  be  ready  to  betray  him. 

This  worthy  man,  as  taking  that  admonition,  was  for  doing  every  thing 
with  a  still  voice.  He  knew  himself  to  be  born,  as  all  men  are,  with  at 
least  a  dozen  passions;  but  being  also  Tiew  bom,  he  did  not  allow  himself 
to  be  hagridden  with  the  enchantments  thereof.  The  philosopher  of  old 
called  our  passions  by  the  just  name  of  unnurtured  dogs;  but  these  dogs 
do  often  worry  the  children  of  God  themselves;  even  a  great  Luther,  who 
removed  the  foulest  abominations  out  of  the  house  of  God,  could  not  hin- 
der these  dogs  from  infecting  of  his  own  heart:  however,  this  excellent 
{because  cool,  therefore  excellent)  spirited  person,  kept  these  dogs  with  a 
strong  chain  upon  them;  and  since  man  was  created  with  a  dominion 
over  the  beasts  of  the  field,  he  would  not  let  the  flijiia  ^e  -J-^Z^^  t  hold  him 
in  any  slavery.  He  lived  as  under  the  et/e  and  awe  of  the  great  God ;  and, 
as  Basil  noted,  Potest  Miles  coram  Eege  suo  non  irasci,  ob  solum  Eegice  majes- 
talis  Eminent%am:%  thus  the  fear  of  God  stil!  restrained  him  from  those 
ebullitions  of  wrath  which  other  men  are  too  fearless  of.  As  virulent  a 
pen  as  ever  blotted  paper  in  the  English  nation,  pretends  to  observe — 

"That  some  men  wili  pray  with  the  ardours  of  an  angel,  love  God  with  raptures  of  joy 
and  delight,  be  transported  with  deep  mid  pathetiek  devotions,  talk  of  npthing  but  thu 
iinapeakable  pleasures  of  commuDion  with  the  Lord  Jesus,  he  ravished  with  devout  and 
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sernphick  meditations  of  heaven,  and  like  the  bloaacd  spirite  there,  seem  to  relish  iiothing 
but  apiritual  delighisand  entertainments;  who,  when  they  retura  from  theif  transfiguration 
to  their  ordinary  eonverse  with  men,  are  churlish  as  a  cyniek,  passionate  as  nn  angry  wasp, 
envious  as  a  studious  dunce,  and  insolent  as  a  fenialo  tyrant;  proud  and  haughty  in  their 
di'portmeiit;  peevish,  petulant,  and  self-willed,  impatient  of  contradiction,  implacable  in  theif 
anj^er,  rude  and  imperious  in  all  their  conversation,  and  made  up  of  nothing  but  pride,  malice, 
and  peevishness." 

But  if  any  have  ever  given  occasion  for  ttis  observation,  there  was  none 
given  by  our  Whiting,  who  would  have  thought  himself  a  liah  out  of  his 
element,  if  he  had  ever  been  at  any  time  any  whete  but  in  the  Pacifick 
Sea.  And  from  this  account  of  bis  temper,  I  may  now  venture  to  proceed 
unto  his  vertue;  by  which  I  intend  the  holiness  of  his  renewed  heart  and 
life,  and  the  change  made  by  the  supernatural  grace  of  Christ  upon  him, 
without  which  all  vertue  is  but  a  name,  a  sham,  a  fiction.  He  was  a  very 
holy  man ;  as  the  ancients  hath  assured  us,  Ama  Scientiam  Scripturarum 
et  Vitia  Oarnis  non  Atnahts:*  thus  by  reading  daily  several  chapters  in  both 
Testaments  of  the  Scriptures,  with  serious  and  gracious  reflections  there- 
upon, which  he  still  followed  with  secret  prayers,  he  gi-ew  more  holy  con- 
tinually, until,  in  a  flourishing  old  age,  he  was  found  fit  for  transplantation. 

His  worship  in  his  family  was  that  which  argued  him  a  true._ehild  of 
-Abraham;  and  his  counsel  to  his  children  was  grave,  watchful,  useful, 
savoury,  and  very  memorable.  And  if  meditation  (which  was  one  of 
Luther's  great  things  to  make  a  divine)  be  a  thing  of  no  little  consequence 
to  make  a  Christian,  this  must  be  numbered  among  the  exercises  whereby 
our  Whiting  became  yery  much  improved  in  Christianity.  Meditation 
(which  is  MenHs-Ditatio)^  daily  enriched  his  mind  with  the  dispositions  of 
Heaven;  and  having  a  walk  for  that  purpose  in  his  orchard,  some  of  his 
flock  that  saw  him  constantly  taking  hia  turns  in  that  walk,  with  hand, 
and  eye,  and  soul,  often  directed  heavenward,  would  say,  "There  does  our 
dear  pastor  walk  with  G-od  every  day." 

In  fine,  as  the  Apostle  Peter  says,  "They  that  obey  not  the  word,  yet 
with  fear  behold  the  chaste  conversation  of  them  who  do."  And  as  Igna- 
tius describes  the  pastor  of  the  Trallians  for  one  "of  such  a  sanctity  of  life, 
that  the  greatest  Atheist  would  have  been  afraid  to  have  looked  upon  him :" 
even  so  the  natural  conscience  in  the  worst  of  men  paid  an  homage  of  rev- 
erence to  this  holy  man  where  ever  he  came. 

I  8.  Though  he  spent  his  time  chiefly  in  his  beloved  study,  yet  he  would 
sometimes  visit  his  flock;  but  in  his  visit,  he  made  conscience  of  entertain- 
ing his  neighbours  with  no  discourse  but  what  should  be  grave,  and  wise, 
an3  profitable ;  as  knowing  that,  Quib  sunt  in  Ore  PopuU  Nugice,  sunt  in  Ore 
Pasioris  Blaspkemice..'}^  And  sometimes  an  occasional  viord  let  fall  by  him, 
hath  had  a  notable  effect :  once  particularly,  in  a  journey,  being  at  an  inn 
upon  the  road,  he  over-heard  certain  people  in  the  next  room  so  merry  as 
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to  be  too  loud  and  rude  in  their  mirth;  wlierefore,  as  he  passed  by  the 
door,  he  looked  in  upon  them,  and  with  a  sweet  majesty,  only  dropt  those 
words:  "Friends,  ifyou  are  sure  that  your  sins  are  pardoned,  you  may 
be  wisely  merry."  And  these  words  not  only  stilled  all  their  noise  for 
the  present,  but  also  had  a  great  effect  afterwards  upon  some  of  the  com- 
pany. Indeed,  his  conversation  preached  where-ever  he  was;  as  being 
sensible  of  the  Jewish  proverb,  Propheta  qui  transgreditur  Prophetiam  suarn 
propriam  Mors  ejus  est  in  Manibus  Dei:*  but  in  the  pulpit  he  laboured  espe- 
cially to  approve  himself  a  preacher.  In  his  preaching,  his  design  was  Pro- 
desse  magis  qumnplacere:f  and  his  practice  was,  Nbn  alia  sed  apta  proferre.\ 
But  what  a  proper  and  useful  ^mker  he  was,  we  may  gather  from  what 
we  find  him  when  a  writer. 

There  are  especially  two  looks  wherein  we  have  him  yet  living  among 
us.  In  the  fate  and  fire  of  Sodom,  there  was  a  notable  tijpe  of  the  confla- 
gration that  will  arrest  this  polluted  world  at  the  day  of  judgment:  and 
the  famous  prayer  of  Abraham  (who,  as  E.  Bechai  imagines,  had  some 
hope  when  he  deprecated  that  ruine  for  the  sake  of  ten  righteous  ones,  that 
Lot  and  his  wife,  and  the  foiir  daughters  which  tradition  hath  assigned 
him,  and  his  four  sons-in-law,  would  have  made  up  the  number)  on  that 
occasion,  is  indeed  a  very  rich  portion  of  Scripture,  Now,  our  Whiting 
published  a  volume  of  sermons  upon  that  prayer  of  Abraham;  wherein 
he  does  raise,  confirm,  and  apply  thirtp-two  doctrines,  which  he  oifered 
unto  the  publick  (as  he  says  in  his  preface)  "as  the  words  of  a  dying 
man;"  hoping  that,  as  Constantine  the  Great  would  stoop  so  low  as  to 
kiss  Paphnutius'  maimed  eye,  so  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  condescend 
to  put  marks  of  his  favour  on  (that  which  he  humbly  calls)  "a  maimed 
work."  But  that  which  encouraged  him  unto  this  publication,  was  the 
acceptance  which  had,  before  this,  been  found  by  another  treatise  of  his 
upon  the  day  of  judgment  it  self.  In  the  fifty-eight  chapter  of  Isaiah, 
the  Lord  promises  a  time  of  wondrous  light  ^.adjot/  unto  his  restored  peo- 
ple, and  the  consolations  of  a  lasting  sahbalism:  things  to  be  accomplished 
at  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord.  Now,  to  prepare  for  that  blessedness, 
those  very  things  he  required  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  afterwards 
mentioned,  in  the  twenty-fifth  chapter  of  Matthew,  as  the  qualifications 
of  those  whom  he  will  admit  into  his  blessed  kingdom.  There  seems, 
at  least,  a  little  reason  for  it,  that  at  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesns  Christ,  one  of  the  first  things  will  be  a  glorious  translation,  wherein 
the  members  of  Christian  churches  will  be  called  before  him,  and  be 
examined,  iu  order  to  the  determination  of  their  state  under  the  New 
Jerusalem  that  is  to  follow:  either  to  take  tlieir  part  in  the  glories  of  that 
city  and  Icingdom  for  the  thousand  years  to  come,  and  by  consequence 
what  ensues  thereupon,  or  to  be  exiled  into  the  confusions  of  them  that 
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are  to  be  without.  Now,  though  'tis  possible  that  whole  discourse  of  our 
Lord  may  nextly  refer  to  no  more  than  this  transaction,  yet  inasmuch  as 
the  generality  of  interpreters  have  carried  it  unto  the  more  general  and 
ultimate  proceedings  of  the  last  Judgment,  our  Whiting  did  so  too;  and 
be  baa  given  us  forty-two  doctrines  thereupon,  so  handled  as  to  suit  the 
edification  of  all  readers.  The  notes  are  short,  and  but  the  concise  heads 
of  what  the  author  prepared  for  bis  weekly  exercises:  nevertheless,  Mr, 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Mitcbel  observe  in  their  preface  thereunto:  That  the 
reader,  by  having  "much  in  a  little  room,"  is  the  better  furnished  with 
variety  of  matter,  worthy  of  meditation,  for  want  of  which  many  a  man 
does  digest  little  of  what  be  reads.  They  say,  "It  is  a  good  saying  of 
one;  'that  the  reading  of  many  diverse  heads,  without  some  interlaced 
meditation,  is  like  eating  of  marrow  without  bread.'  But  be  that  shall 
take  time  to  pause  upon  what  he  reads  (where  great  truths  are  but  in  J&w 
toords  hinted  at)  with  intermixed  meditations  and  ejaculations,  suitable  to 
the  matter  in  hand,  will  find  such  truths  concisely  delivered,  to  be  like 
marrow  and  fiitness,  whereof  a  little  does  go  far,  and  feed  much." 

But  a  little  poetry  must  now  wait  upon  the  memory  of  this  worthy  man: 

UPON    THE    VERY    REVEREND    SAMUEL    W  H  I  T  I  M  Q. 


In  Ibeee  our  dole 


Wltbln  bl 
AudalLiM 


He  WBlered  QicIb 


Whose  TBi/rtA  jour  quills — your  tsUb  not  Iheu 
LDclanLLns,  Cyprian,  Bask]  (oo  Ihe  great, 


jmpMures  In  his  angel's  fticel 


Should  half  his  senlencea  tK  trulj  nuiabted,       [bard 

And  welgh'd  lu  wisdom's  scale.,  'twould  spoil  a  I«in 

And  churehuB'  homilies,  but  icmiVy  be. 

'er 

ouwill. 

Prt^tonndealjudgnieM,  with  a  mcstiiMs  rain. 

PreferrM  him  lo  ihe  Moileralot's  chair ; 

Where,  like  Truth's  ehainpion,  wllh  his  piercii«  eja 

Ibem  grow. 

He  silenced  errurs,  and  made  Hectors  ay. 

coreuch, 

Sift  ansBO-i  <i^iell  kut  jiMjioM ;  ne'er  too  soft 

Where  solid  Judgment  Is  enlhron'a  aloft, 

Church  doctors  are  my  witnesses,  that  here 

rtlfecliens  always  liept  Ibelr  piv.per  sphere. 

Without  IhoiB  wilder  eccentricities. 

Which  spol  the  lUiesI  fields  of  men  moat  wise. 

=h  <a  these, 

In  pleasant  places  fall  thai  peoples'  line. 

ogle 
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We  will  now  leave  liim,  with  stioh  a  distich  as  Wigandus  provided  for 
hia  own 


In  Ckristo  Vixi,  Morior,  Vivoqw,  V^mtmavs; 
So  Sordes  Morti,  cmiera,  Christe,  TiU* 


THE   LIFE    OF   iHR.   JOHN   SHERMAN. 

Vetaslas  Judicanit  Stincslum,  ul  Mortal  Laudareatur. — THUCiD.t 

§  1,  That  great  Athanasius,  whom  some  of  the  ancients  justly  called 
Propv/jnaculum  Veritafts:!;  others  J>wmert^cefe!te,§  others,  Orhis  Ora/Mlum,\ 
is  in  the  funeral  oration  of  Gregory  Nazianzen  on  him  so  set  forth:  "To 
commend  Athanasius,  is  to  praise  vertne  it  self."  My  pen  is  now  falling 
upon  the  memory  of  a  person  whom,'  if  I  should  not  commend  unto  the 
church  of  God,  I  should  refuse  to  praise  vertue  it  self,  with  learning,  wis- 
dom, and  all  the  qualities  that  would  render  any  person  amiable.  I  shall 
proceed  then  with  the  endeavour  of  my  pen,  to  immortalize  his  memory, 
that  the  signification  of  the  name  Athanasius  may  belong  unto  him,  as 
much  as  the  grace  for  which  that  great  man  was  exemplary. 

§  2.  Mr.  John  Sherman  was  born  of  godly  and  worthy  parents,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1613,  in  the  town  of  Dedham,  in  the  county  of  Essex.  While  he 
was  yet  a  child,  the  instruction  of  his  parents,  joined  with  the  ministry 
of  the  famous  Rogers,  produced  in  him  that  "early  remembrance  of  his 
Creator,"  which  more  than  a  little  encouraged  them  to  pursue  and  expect 
the  good  effects  of  the  dedication  which  they  had  made  of  him  unto  the 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  work  of  the  gospel.  His  educa- 
tion at  school  was  under  a  learned  master,  who  so  much  admired  his 
youthful  piety,  industry,  and  ingenuity,  that  he  never  bestowed  any  chas- 
tisement upon  him;  except  once  for  his  giving  the  heads  of  si 
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ijle  Bchool-matea,  when  an  account  thereof  was  demanded  from  them. 
So  studious  was  he,  that  next  unto  communion  with  his  God,  he  delighted 
in  communion  with  his  book,  and  he  studied  nothing  more  than  to  be  an 
exception  unto  that  ancient  and  general  complaint,  Qtmn  mihi  dabis,  gui 
Diem  astimelf* 

§  3.  Early  ripe  for  it,  he  went  into  the  university  of  Cambridge,  where, 
being  admitted  into  Immanuel-Colledge,  and  instructed  successively  by 
two  very  considerable  tutors,  his  proficiency  still  bore  proportion  to  his 
Tmans,  but  out-went  the  proportion  of  his  years.  When  his  turn  came  to 
be  a  graduate,  he  seriously  considered  the  subscription  required  of  him; 
and  upon  invincible  arguments,  became  so  dissatisfied  therewithal,  that 
advising  with  Mr.  Rogers,  Dr.  Preston,  and  other  eminent  persons,  who, 
commending  his  conscientious  consideration,  counselled  his  remove,  he 
went  away  under  the  persecuted  character  of  a  Colledge-Puritan.  The 
same  that  occasioned  his  removal  from  the  colledge,  in  a  little  time  occa- 
sioned also  his  removal  from  the  kingdom;  for  upon  mature  deliberation, 
after  extraordinary  addresses  to  Heaven  for  direction,  he  embarked  him- 
self, with  several  famous  divines  who  came  over  in  the  year  1(534,  hoping 
that  by  going  over  the  water,  they  should  in  this  be  like  men  going  under 
the  eartji,  lodged  "  where  the  wicked  would  cease  from  troubling  and  the 
weary  be  at  rest." 

§  4,  So  much  was  religion  theirs*  soughl-of  the  first  come  into  this  coun- 
try, that  they  solemnly  offered  up  their  praises  unto  Him  that  "inhabits 
the  praises  of  Israel,"  before  they  had  provided  habitations  wherein  to 
offer  those  praises,  A  day  of  thanksgiving  was  now  kept  by  the  Chris- 
tians of  a  new  hive,  here  called  Water-town,  under  a  tree;  on  which 
thanksgiving  Mr,  Sherman  preached  ^aa  first  sermon,  as  an  assistant  unto 
Mr.  Philips:  there  being  present  many  other  divines,  who  wondred 
exceedingly  to  hear  a  subject  so  accurately  and  excellently  handled  by 
one  that  had  never  before  performed  any  such  public  exercise. 

§  5.  He  continued  not  many  weeks  at  Water-town,  before  he  removed 
upon  mature  advice  unto  New-Haven;  where  he  preached  occasionally 
in  most  of  the  towns  then  belonging  to  that  colony:  but  with  such 
deserved  acceptance,  that  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone  being  in  an  assembly 
of  ministers,  that  met  after  a  sermon  of  our  young  Sherman,  pleasantly 
said,  "Brethren,  we  must  look  to  our  selves  and  our  ministry;  for  this 
young  divine  will  out-do  us  all." 

Here,  though  he  had  an  importunate  invitation  unto  a  settlement  in 
Milford,  yet  he  not  only  declined  it  out  of  an  ingenuous  yeiifowsy,  lest  the 
worthy  person  who  must  have  been  his  collegue  should  have  thereby  suf- 
fered some  inconveniences,  but  also  for  a  httle  while,  upon  that,  and  some 
other  such  accounts,  he  wholly  suspended  the  exercise  of  his  ministry. 
Hereupon  the  zealous  affection  of  the  people  to  him  appeared  in  their 
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cliusiiig  him  a  magistrate  of  the  colony;  in  which  capacity  he  served  the 
publick  with  an  exemplary  discretion  and  fidelity,  until  a  fresh  opportu- 
nity for  the  exercise  of  hia  ministry,  within  two  or  three  years,  offered 
jt  self;  and  then  all  the  importunity  used  by  the  governour  and  assistants, 
to  fasten  him  among  themselves,  could  not  prevail  with  him  to  "look 
back  from  that  plow." 

Our  land  has  enjoyed  the  influences  of  many  accomplished  men,  who, 
from  candidates  of  the  ministry,  have  become  our  magistrates;  but  this 
excellent  man  is  the  only  example  among  us  who  left  a  bench  of  our 
magistrates  to  become  a  painful  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  Nevertheless,  he  that  beholds  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thffia,  a  counsellour  of  state,  Ambrose,  the  consul  of  Millain,  Greorge,  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt,  Chrysostom,  a  noble  Antiochean,  John  a  Lasco,  a  noble 
Polonion,  all  becoming  the  ^hin  preachers  of  the  gospel,  will  not  think 
that  Mr.  Sherman  herein  either  suffered  a  degradation,  or  was  without 
a  ■  pattern. 

§  6.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Philips  of  Watertown,  Mr.  Sherman  was 
addressed  by  the  church  there  to  succeed  him;  and  he  accepted  the 
charge  of  that  church,  although  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  churches  at 
Boston  used  their  endeavours  to  become  the  owner  of  so  well  talented  a 
person,  and  several  churches  in  London  also,  by  letters,  much  urged  him 
to  "come  over  and  help  them."  And  now,  being  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cambridge,  he  was  likewise  chosen  a  fellow  of  Harvard  Golledge  there; 
in  which  place  he  continued  unto  bis  death,  doing  many  good  offices  foe 
that  society.  Nor  was  it  only  as  a  fellow  of  the  colledge,  that  he  was  a 
blessing,  but  also  as  he  was  in  some  sort  a  preacher  to  it:  for  his  lectures 
being  held  for  the  most  part  once  a  fortnight,  in  the  vicinage,  for  more 
than  thirty  years  together,  many  of  the  scholars  attending  thereon  did 
justly  acknowledge  the  durable  and  abundant  advantage  which  they  had 
from  those  lectures. 

§  7.  His  intellectual  abilities,  whether  natural  or  acquired,-w(iTe  such  £b 
to  render  him  bi  first-rate  scholar;  the  skill  of  tongues  and  arts,  beyond  the 
common  rate,  adorned  him.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and  as  Athanasius 
reports  of  his  Antooius,  npoi/srj^Ev  klu  rij  SMarpugzi,  us  ^-n^ei  TtJv  ysj-pajj-Euuip  d* 
Smtx  iTwTeiu  ^HfjiCii,  *av1a  5s  khIe^sjv,  xki  Xoiirov  cJuliS  liju  j^ufj,)]v  &ii'\\  ;3iSJ>.iwv  yivs%ai ; — 
Se  read  with  such  intention,  as  to  hse  nothing,  but  keep  every  ffiing,  of  aU  that 
he  read,  and  his  mind  became  his  library:  even  such  was  the  felicity  of  our 
Sherman ;  he  read  with  an  unusual  dispatch,  and  whatever  he  read  became 
his  own.  From  such  a  strength  of  invenldon  and  memcrry  it  was,  that  albeit 
he  was  a  curious  preacher,  nevertheless,  he  could  preach  without  any  pre- 
paratory notes  of  what  he  was  to  utter.  He  ordinarily  wrote  but  about 
half  a  page  in  octavo  of  what  he  was  to  preach ;  and  he  would  as  ordina- 
rily preach  without  writing  of  one  word  at  all.  And  he  made  himself  won- 
derfully acceptable  and  serviceable  unto  his  friends,  by  ^q  Itomelistical 
Vol.  L— 33  ricM.ob,  CjOOgfc 
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aocomplMmenls  which,  were  produced  by  his  abilities  in  his  conversation, 
^or  though  he  were  not  a  man  of  much  discourse,  but  ever  thought  ev  ircXu- 
Xoj'ia  s&}i  ffoX^fiwpict :*  and  when  some  have  told  him,  "that  he  had  learned 
the  art  of  silence,"  he  hath,  with  a  very  becoming  ingenuity,  given  them 
to  understand  that  it  was  an  art  which  it  would  hurt  none  of  them  to  learn, 
yet  his  discourse  had  a  rare  conjunction  of  projit  and  pleasure  in  it. 

He  was  wittt/,  and  yet  toise  and  grave,  carrying  a  majesty  in  his  very 
countenance;  and  much  visited  for  council,  in  weighty  cases;  and  when 
he  delivered  his  judgment  in  any  matter,  there  was  little  or  nothing  to  be 
spoken  by  others  after  him, 

§  8.  It  is  a  remark,  which  Melcliior  Adam  has  in  the  life  of  his  excel- 
lent Pitiscus:  lUud  mirandum,  quod  Homo  Theologus,  in  Mathematum 
stuAiis,  liullo  nisi  se  Magistro,  eo  usque  progressvs  est,  ut  Edilis  Scriptis,  Dis- 
dplincB  Ulius  Gfhriam,  magnis  Mdtheseos  Professoribus  pr<eripusrit:\  and  it 
might  he  well  applied  unto  our  eminent  Sherman,  who,  though  he  were  a 
consummate  divine,  and  a  continual  preacher,  yet,  making  the  mathematics 
his  diversion,  did  attain  unto  such  an  incomparable  skill  therein,  that  he 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  mathematicians  that  ever  lived  in  this 
hemisphere  of  the  world,  and  it  is  great  pity  that  the  world  should  be 
deprived  of  the  astronomical  calculations  which  he  has  left  in  manuscript 
behind  him.  It  seems  that  men  of  great  parts  may,  as  it  is  observed  by 
that  great  instance  thereof,  Mr.  Boyle,  successively  apply  themselves  to 
more  than  one  study.  Thus  Copernicus  the  astronomer,  eternized  like  the 
very  stars  by  his  new  system  of  them,  was  a  church-man;  and  his  learned 
champion  Lansbergius  was  a  minister.  Gassendus  was  a  doctor  of  divin- 
ity; Clavius  too  was  a  doctor  of  divinity;  nor  will  the  names  of  those 
English  doctors,  Wallis,  Wilkins,  and  Barrow,  be  forgotten  so  long  as  that 
learning  which  is  to  be  called  real,  has  any  friends  in  the  English  nation: 
and  Ricciolus  himself,  the  compiler  of  that  voluminous  and  judicious  work 
the  "  Al/magestum  Novum,"  was  a  professor  of  Theology, 

Into  the  number  of  these  heroes  is  our  Sherman  to  be  admitted ;  who, 
if  any  one  had  enquired  how  he  could  find  the  leisure  for  his  mathemat- 
ical speculations?  would  have  given  the  excuse  of  the  famous  Pitiscus 
for  his  answer:  Alii  ScJiaccItia  Ludunt,  et  Talis;  Ego  Segula  et  Circino,  si 
qaando  Ludere  datur.X 

And  from  tho  view  of  the  effects  which  the  mathematical  contempla- 
tions of  our  Sherman  produced  in  his  temper,  I  cannot  but  utter  the  wish 
of  the  noble  Tycho  Brache  upon  that  blessed  Pitiscus,  Oplarem  plures  ejus- 
modi  Condonatores  reperiri,  qui  Qeometrica  gnaviter  callerent:  forte  plus  esset 
in  Us  Gircurmpecti  et  solidi  Judicii,  Rixarv.m  tnanium  et  Logomackiarv/m 
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minus:*  for  among  other  things  very  valuable  to  me,  iu  the  temper  of 
this  great  man,  one  was  a  certain  largaiess  of  soul,  which  particularly  dia- 
pDsed  him  to  embrace  the  Congregational  way  of  church -government,  with- 
out those  rigid  and  narrow  principles  of  uncharitable  separation,  where- 
with some  good  men  have  been  leavened. 

§  9,  But  as  our  mentioned  Pitiacua,  when  his  friends  congratulated  unto 
him  the  glory  of  his  mathematical  excellencies,  with  au  humble  and  holy 
ingenuity  replied,  "Let  na  rejoice  rather  that  our  names  be  written  in 
heaven!"  thus  our  Sherman  was  more  concerned  for,  and  more  employed 
in  an  acquaintance  with  the  heavenly  seats  of  the  blessed,  than  with  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  Ixidies,  He  did  not  so  much  use  a  Jacob's  staff  in 
observations,  as  he  was  in  supplications  a  true  Jacob  himself.  He  was  a 
person  of  a  most  heavenly  disposition  and  conversation;  heavenly  in  his 
words,  heavenly  in  his  thoughts,  heavenly  in  his  designs  and  desires;  few 
in  the  world  had  so  much  of  heaven  upon  earth.  He  was  a  most  practical 
commentary  upon  those  words  of  the  psalmist,  "  Mine  eyes  are  ever  towards 
the  Lord:"  and  those  of  the  apostle,  "Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God." 

As  the  Scriptures  are  the  Jirmamejit  which  God  hath  expanded  over  the 
spiritual  world,  so  this  good  man  usually  spent  an  hour  every  morning 
in  entertaining  himself  with  the  lights  that  are  shining  there.  Besides 
this,  with  meditations  on  God,  Christ,  and  heaven,  he  fell  asleep  at  night; 
and  with  the  like  meditations  he  woke  and  rose  in  the  morning;  and 
prayer  was  therefore  the  first  and  last  of  his  daily  worlcs.  Yea,  bad  any 
one  cast  a  look  upon  him,  not  only  abroad  in  company,  but  also  in  his 
closest  retirement,  they  would  have  seen  scarce  a  minute  paaa  him,  with- 
out a  turn  of  his  eye  towards  heaven,  whereto  his  heaven-touch'd  heart  was 
carrying  of  him  with  its  continual  vergencies.  And  as  the  stars,  they 
say,  may  be  seen  from  the  bottom  of  a  well,  when  the  day  light  in  higher 
places  hinders  the  sight  thereof;  so  this  woi'tby  man,  who  saw  more  not 
only  of  the  stars  in  heaven  but  also  of  the  lieaven  beyond  the  stars,  than 
most  other  men,  was  one  who,  in  Lis  humility,  laid  himself  low,  even  to 
a  fault;  and  he  had  buried  himself  in  the  obscurity  of  his  recesses  and 
retirements,  if  others  that  knew  his  worth  bad  not  sometimes  fetched  him 
forth  to  more  publick  action. 

The  name  Descentius,  which  I  found  worn  by  an  eminent  person  among 
the  primitive  Christians,  I  thought  proper  for  this  eminent  person,  when 
I  have  considered  the  condescension  of  bis  whole  deportment.  And, 
methought  it  was  an  instance  of  this  condescension,  that  this  great  man 
would  sometimes  give  the  country  an  almanack,  which  yet  he  made  an 
opportunity  to  do  good,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  composures  those 
holy  reflections,  which  taught  good  men  how  to  recover  that  little,  but  spread- 
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ing  thing,  the  almanack,  from  that  common  ahuse,  of  being  an  engine  to 
convey  only  silly  impertinenciea,  or  sinful  superstitions,  into  almoat  every 
cottage  of  the  wilderness.  One  of  those  reflections  I  will  recite,  becSiiiae 
it  lively  expressed  the  holy  sence  of  death  in  which  the  author  daily  lived : 

"Let  me  intreat  ono  thing  of  thee,  and  I  will  adventure  to  promise  thee  a  good  year;  the 
reqneat  is  in  it  self  reasonable,  and  may  to  thee  be  eteraally  profitable.  It  is  only  this: 
duly  to  piize  and  diligently  to  improve  time,  for  ohtiuning  the  blessed  end  it  was  given  for, 
and  is  yet  gi'acionaly  continued  unto  thee,  by  the  eternni  God.  Of  three  hundred  aixty-five 
days,  allowed  by  the  making  op  of  this  year,  which  shall  be  thy  last,  thou  knowest  not;  but 
that  any  of  them  may  be  it,  thou  oughteat  to  know,  and  so  consider,  that  thou  mayest  pass 
the  lime  of  thy  sojourning  here  with  fear." 

§  10.  Behold  him  either  in  the  Lord's  house,  or  in  Aj's  own,  of  botli  which 
a  well  government  is  joined  in  the  demands  of  the  apostle,  and  we  may 
behold  both  of  them  after  an  exemplary  manner  ordered.  In  hia  minis- 
try he  was  judicious,  industrious,  faithful;  a  most  curious  expositor  of 
Scripture,  and  one  that  fed  us  with  the  fattest  marrow  of  divinity.  And 
there  was  one  thing  in  his  preaching,  which  procured  it  a  singidar  admi- 
ration: this  was  a  natural  and  not  affected  loftiness  of  stile;  which  with 
an  easie  fluency  bespangled  his  discourses  with  snch  glittering  figures  of 
oratory,  as  caused  his  ablest  hearers  to  call  him  a  second  Isaiah, Hhe  honey.- 
dropping  and  golden-mouthed  preacher.  But  among  the  successes  of  his 
conduct  in  his  ministry,  there  was  none  more  notable  than  the  peace  which, 
by  God's  blessing  upon  his  wisdom  and  meekness  more  than  any  other 
things,  was  preserved  in  his  populous  town  as  long  as  he  lived,  notwith- 
standing many  temptations  nnto  differences  among  the  good  people  there. 
Prom  thence  let  us  follow  him  to  his  family,  and  thfere  we  saw  him  with 
much  discretion  maintaining  both  fear  and  love  in  those  that  belonged 
unto  him,  and  a  zealous  care  to  uphold  religion  among  them.  The  duties 
of  reading,  praying,  singing,  and  catechising,  were  constantly  observed, 
and  sermons  repeated.  And  he  was,  above  all,  a  great  lover  and  strict 
keeper'of  the  Christian  Sabbatli;  in  the  very  evening  of  which  approach- 
ing, he  would  not  allow  any  worldly  matter  to  disturb  or  divert  the  exer- 
cises of  piety  "within  his  gates." 

§  11.  He  was  twice  married,  By  his  first  wife,  the  vertuous  daughter 
of  parents  therein  resembled  by  her,  he  had  six  children.  But  his  next 
wife  was  a  young  gentlewoman  whom  he  chose  from  under  the  guardian- 
ship and  with  the  countenance  of  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.,  the  excellent 
governour  of  Connecticut.  She  was  a  person  of  good  education  and  repu- 
tation, and  honourably  descended;  being  the  daughter  of  a  Puritan  gen- 
tleman, whose  name  was  Launce,  and  whose  lands  in  Cornwal  yielded  him 
fourteen  hundred  pounds  a  year.  He  was  a  parliament-man,  a  man  learned 
and  pious,  and  a  notable  disputant;  but  once  disputing  against  the  Eng- 
lish Episcopacy,  (as  not  being  ignorant  of  what  is  affirmed  by  Contzen  the 
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Jesuite  in  bis  politicks,  "  That  were  all  England  brought  once  to  approve 
of  bishops,  it  were  easte  to  reduce  it  unto  the  Church  of  Eome,")  he  was 
worsted  by  such  a  way  of  maintaining  the  argument,  as  waa  thought  agree- 
able ;  that  is,  by  a  wound  in  the  side  from  his  furious  antagonist;  of  which 
wound  at  last  he  died.  The  wife  of  that  gentleman  was  daughter  to  the 
Lord  Darcy,  who  waa  Earl  of  Rivera;  a  person  of  a  Protestant  and  Puri- 
tan religion,  though  of  a  Popish  family,  and  one  that,  after  the  murder  of 
her  former  husband,  Mr.  Launce,  had  for  her  second  husband  the  famous 
Mr.  Sympson.  But  by  the  daughter  of  that  Mr.  Launce,  who  ia  yet  living 
among  us,  Mr.  Sherman  had  no  less  than  tioenty  children  added  unto  the 
number  of  siic,  which  he  had  before. 

I  remember  John  Helwigius  of  late,  besides  what  has  been  related  for- 
merly by  other  authors,  brings  undeniable  attestations  of  a  married  couple, 
who  in  one  wedlock  were  parents  to  ^/(^-(Aree  children,  at  thirty-five  births 
brought  into  the  world:  somewhat  short  of  that,  but  not  short  of  wonder, 
is  a  late  instance  of  one  mother  that  has  brought  forth  no  less  than  thirty- 
nine  children,  the  thirty-fij^  of  whom  was  lately  discoursed  by  persons  of 
honour  and  credit,  from  whom  I  had  it.  Although  New-England  has  no 
instances  of  such  a  Polylohk^-  yet  it  has  had  instances  of  what  has  been 
remarkable :  one  woman  has  had  not  less  than  tm&nty-two  children :  whereof 
she  buried  fourteen  sons  and  six  daughters.  Another  woman  has  had  no 
less  than  twenty-three  children  by  one  husband;  whereof  nineteen  lived 
unto  men's  and  women's  estate.  A  third  was  mother  to  seven-arid-tvxnty 
children:  and  she  that  was  mother  to  Sir  William  Phipa,  the  late  govern- 
our  of  New -England,  had  no  less  than  twenty-five  children  besides  him; 
she  had  one-and-twenty  sons  and  five  daughters.  Now,  into  the  catalogue 
of  such  "fruitful  vines  by  the  sides  of  the  house"  is  this  gentlewoman, 
Mrs.  Sherman,  to  be  enumerated.  Behold,  thus  was  our  Sherman,  that 
eminent  fearer  of  the  Lord,  blessed  of  him. 

§  12.  He  had  the  rare  felicity  to  "grow  like  the  lilly,"  as  long  as  he 
li^ed ;  and  enjoy  a  flourishing  and  perhaps  increasing  liveliness  of  his  facul- 
ties, until  he  died.  Such  keenness  of  wit,  such  soundness  of  judgment,  such 
fulness  of  matter,  and  such  vigour  of  language,  is  rarely  seen  in  old  age, 
as  was  to  be  seen  in  him  when  he  was  old. 

The  last  sermon  which  he  over  preached  was  at  Sudbury,  from  Eph. 
ii.  8,  "By  grace  ye  are  saved:"  wherein  he  so  displayed  the  riches  of  the 
free  grace  expressed  in  our  salvation,  as  to  fill  his  hearers  wit!i  admiration. 
Being  thus  at  Sudbury,  Le  was  taken  sick  of  an  intermitting  but  malig- 
nant fever;  which  yet  abated,  that  he  found  opportunity  to  return  unto 
his  own  house  at  Water- Town.  But  his  fever  then  renewing  upon  him,  it 
prevailed  so  far  that  he  soon  expired  his  holy  soul;  which  he  did  with 
expressions  of  abundant  faith,  joy,  and  resignation,  on  a  Saturday  evening, 
cniring  on  his  eternal  Sahbath^  August  8,  1685,  aged  seventy-two. 
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EPJTAPHIUM, 

For  an  epitaph  upon  this  worthy  man,  I'll  presume  a  little  to  alter  the 
epitaph  by  Stenius,  bestowed  upon  Pitiscus 

Ut  Pauli  Pittas,  sic  Euclidea  Matheti), 
Una,  Shermanni,  condllUT  in  Tumuk." 

And  annex  that  of  Altenburg  upon  Gffisius, 

Qui  cursum  Aslrorum  vivens  [ndagine  maltS 


ijintAJriJiii   JLX  a. 

EUSEBIUS:  THE  LIFE  OF  Mil.  THOMAS  COBBET. 

Et  Erudiiia  FUtate,  et  Fiia  Eruditione  antecellent,  itd  Laudes  Secundaa  Boctrinte  fercns,  at 
Fietatit  primaa  ahiincrel.t NamahI.  de  Basilio. 

§  1.  In  the  old  church  of  Israel  we  find  a  considerable  sort  and  sett  of 
men,  that  were  called,  "The  scribes  of  the  people:"  whose  office  it  was, 
not  only  to  copy  out  the  Bible,  for  such  as  desired  a  copy  thereof,  with 
such  exactness  that  the  mysteries  occurring,  even  in  the  least  vowels  and 
accents  of  it,  might  not  be  lost,  but  also  to  be  the  more  publick  "preachers 
of  the  law,"  and  common  and  constant  pulpit-men;  taking  upon  them  to 
be  the  expounders,  as  well  as  the  preservers  of  the  Scripture.  But  one 
of  the  principal  sa-ibea  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  New-England  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Gobbet,  who  wrote  more  books  than  the  most  of  the  divines, 
■which  did  their  parts  to  make  a  Kirjath-Sepher  of  this  wilderness;  in 
every  one  of  which  he  approved  himself  one  of  the  scribes  mentioned  by 
our  Saviour,  from  bia  rich  treasure  bringing  forth  instructions,  both  out 
of  the  New  Testament  and  out  of  the  Old. 

§  2.  Our  Mr.  Thomas  Gobbet  was  born  at  Newbury,  long  enough  before 
our  New-England  had  a  town  of  that  name,  or  indeed  had  any  such  thing 
as  a  town  at  all;  namely,  in  the  year  1608.  And  although  his  parents, 
who  afterwards  came  also  to  New-England,  were  so  destitute  of  worldly 
grandure  that  he  might  say,  as  divers  of  the  Jewish  Rabbis  tell  us  the 
words  of  Gideon  may  be  read,  "  Behold,  my  fathfef  is  poor,"  yet  this  their 
spn  was  greatness  enough  to  render  one  family  memorable.  Header,  wo 
are  to  describe, 

Ingetma  de  plehe    ViTum,  sed  Vita  Fidesqae 
Inculpaia  fuif.^ 


oblaln  Ihe  tnA  In  piety. 
I  Of  hniDble  parents,  bi 


^Google 


OE,    THE    niSTOEY    OF    NEW-ENGLAND. 
And  remember  the  wortls  of  Seneca 


When  Cicero  was  jeered  for  the  mean  sigiiiflcation  of  his  name,  he  said, 
"However,  he  would  not  change  it,  but  by  his  actions  render  the  name 
of  GictTo  more  illustrious  than  that  of  Onto:'"  and  our  Cobbet  has  done 
enough  to  make  the  name  of  Cobbet  venerable  in  these  American  parts 
of  the  world,  whether  there  were  the  actions  of  any  ancestors  or  no  to  sig- 
nalize it.  A  good  education  having  prepared  him  for  it,  he  became  an 
Oxford  scholar,  and  removing  from  Oxford  in  the  time  of  a  plague  raging 
there,  he  did,  with  other  young  men,  become  a  pupil  to  famous  Dr.  Twiss 
at  Newbury.  He  was,  after  this,  a  preacher  at  a  small  place  in  Lincoln- 
shire; from  whence  being  driven  by  a  storm  of  persecution  upon  the 
reforming  and  Puritan  part  of  the  nation,  he  came  over  unto  New-England 
in  the  same  vessel  with  Mr.  Davenport;  coming  to  New-England,  his  old 
friend,  Mr.  Whiting  of  Lyn,  expressed  his  friendship  with  endeavours  to 
obtain  and  to  enjoy  his  assistance,  as  a  collegue  in  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  there;  where  they  continued,  Frairum  Duke  Par,\  until,  upon 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Norton  to  Boston,  and  of  Mr,  Rogers  to  Heaven,  he 
was  translated  unto  the  church  of  Ipswich;  with  which  he  continued  in 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  ministry  \intil  his  reception  of  the  crown  of  life, 
at  his  death,  ^bout  the  beginning  of  the  year  1686,  Then  'twas  that  he 
was  (to  speak  Jewishly)  treasured  up 

§  3.  The  witty  epigrimmititt  hath  told  us, 


And  we  might  therefore  make  the  story  of  this  worthy  man's  life  to  be 
but  an  account  of  the  immortal  bcoks  wherein  he  Uvee  after  be  is  dead. 
What  Mr.  Cobbet  was,  the  reader  m^j  gather  by  reading  a  very  savoury 
treatise  of  his  upon  the  /i/i/i  commandment.  But  that  he  might  serve 
both  tables  of  the  law  he  was  willing  to  write  something  upon  the  first 
commandment  as  well  as  the  fifth  and  this  he  did  in  a  large,  nervous, 
golden  discourse  of  prayer.  But  that  the  second  commandment,  as  well  as 
the  first,  might  not  be  unserved  by  him,  there  were  divers  disciplinary  tracts, 
which  he  publickly  offered  unto  the  Church  of  God.  He  printed  upon 
the  duty  of  the  civil  magistrate,  in  the  point  of  Toleration;  a  point  then 
much  debated,  and  not  yet  every  where  decided ;  whereto  he  annexed  a 
vindication  of  the  government  of  New-England  from  the  aspersions  of 
some  who  thought  themselves  persecuted  under  it. 

He  was  likewise  a  learned  and  a  lively  defender  of  infant-baptism,  and 
he  gave  the  world  an  elaborate  composure  on  that  subject,  on  the  occasion 
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whereof  Mr.  Cotton,  ia  his  incomparable  preface  to  a  book  of  Mr.  Norton's, 
has  til 


"CovETus  cum  persenliseeret  aliquot  ex  Ovtbus  Christi  sibi  ci 
baptisnd  Laqueis  atque  Dumelis  trretitas,  Zelo  Dei  accensus  (et  Zelo  quidem  secun- 
dum Scientiam)  imo,  et  Miserecordia  eliam.  Ckristi  Commotus,  ergu  Erranles 
Oviculas ;  Libros  quos  pottdt,  ex  Anabaptislarum  jwnu,  congessit;  Ralionum 
Momenta  {Qualia  fuerant)  in  Lance  Sanctuarii  truUnavit;  TestimonMrum  Plaus- 
tra,  gucB  ah  aliis  congesla  fuerant,  sedulo  perquiiivit ;  et  pro  eo,  quo  jioret,  Dispu. 
tandi  Acumine,  Dijudicandi  solerlia,  solida  multa  paucis  Complectendi  Dexleritate 
atque  Indefesso  Lahore,  nihil  pcene  Inientatum  reliquii,  quod  vel  ad  Verilaiem,  in 
hac  Causa  lUustrandam,  vel  ad  Errorum  Nebulas  Discuiiendas,  atque  Dispellendas, 
ronduceret."* 

E«ader,  to  receive  so  much  commemoration  from  so  reverend  and 
renowned  a  pen,  is  to  have  one's  life  sufficiently  written:  it  is  needless  for 
me  to  proceed  any  further  in  serving  the  memor}'  of  Mr.  Cobbet. 

§  4.  And  yet  there  is  one  thing  which  my  poor  pen  may  not  leave 
unmentioned.  Of  all  the  books  written  by  Mr.  Cobbet,  none  deserves  more 
to  be  read  by  the  world,  or  to  live  till  the  general  burning  of  the  world, 
than  that  of  prayer:  and  indeed  prayer,  the  subject  so  expenm^ilaUy,  and 
therefore  judiciously,  therefore  profitably,  therein  handled,  was  not  the  least 
of  those  things  for  which  Mr.  Cobbet  was  remarkable.  He  was  a  very 
praying  man,  and  hia  prayers  were  not  more  observable  throughout  New- 
Bngland  for  the  argumentative,  the  importunate,  and,  I  had  almost  said, 
filially  familiar  strains  of  them,  than  for  the  wonderful  successes  that 
attended  them.  It  was  a  good  saying  of  the  ancient,  Sbmine  proho  Orante 
nihil  p>otentius  ;\  and  it  was  aprea(saying  of  the  reformer,  Ust  qucedam  Pre- 
cum  Omnipotentia^.  Our  Cobbet  might  certainly  make  a  considerable 
figure  in  the  catalogue  of  those  eminent  saints  whose  experiences  have 
notably  exemplified  the  power  of  prayer  unto  the  world.  Th.^tgoltlen  chain, 
one  end  whereof  is  tied  unto  the  tongue  of  man,  the  other  end  unto  the 
ear  of  God  (which  is  as  just,  as  old,  a  resembling  of  prayer)  our  Cobbet 
was  always  pulling  at,  and  he  often  pulled  unto  such  marvellous  purpose, 
that  the  neighbours  were  almost  ready  to  sing  of  him,  as  Claudian  did 
upon  the  prosperous  prayers  of  Theodosius — 

O  mmium  Diiecie  Deo.fy 
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A  son  of  tliis  "man  of  prayer"  was  taken  into  captivity  by  the  barbar- 
ous, treacherous  Indian  salvages,  and  a  captivity  from  whence  there  could 
be  little  expectation  of  redemption:  whereupon  Mr.  Gobbet  called  about 
thirty,  as  many  as  could  suddenly  convene,  of  the  Christians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood unto  his  house;  and  there  they  together  prayed  for  the  young 
man's  deliverance.  The  old  man's  heart  was  now  no  more  sad;  he  believed 
that  the  God  of  heaven  had  accepted  of  their  supplications,  and  because 
"he  believed,  therefore  be  spaJie"  as  much  to  those  that  were  about 
him,  who,  when  they  heard  him  speak,  did  helieve  so  too.  Now,  within 
a  few  days  after  this  the  prayers  were  all  answered,  in  the  return  of  the 
young  man  unto  his  father,  with  circumstances  little  short  of  miracle! 
But,  indeed,  the  instances  of  surprising  effects  following  upon  the  prayers 
of  this  gracious  man  were  so  many,  that  I  must  supersede  all  relation  of 
them  with  only  noting  thus  much,  that  it  was  generally  supposed  among 
the  pious  people  in  the  land  that  the  enemies  of  New-England  owed  the 
wondrous  disasters  and  confusions  that  still  followed  them,  as  much  to 
the  prayers  of  this  true  Israelite,  as  to  perhaps  any  one  occasion,  Mr. 
Knox's  prayers  were  sometimes  more  feared  "than  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand men;"  and  Mr.  Gobbet's  prayers  were  esteemed  of  no  little  signifi- 
cancy  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  which  is  now  therefore  bereaved  of 
its  chariots  and  its  horsemen.  If  New-England  had  its  Noah,  Daniel,  and 
Job,  to  pray  wonderfully  for  it,  Cohbct  was  one  of  them  1 

EPITAPHIUM. 
Sta  viatoh  ;  ThesauTHS  Be  Jacet, 

THOMAS    COBBBTU8; 

NoHi  Freces  Poteniiashnaa,  ae  Mena  FTobatissiraoa, 
Si  ea  Nov-Anglus. 
Mirare,  Si  Fietaltm  Colas; 
Sequere,  Si  Felidtatem  Optef.* 


TEE    IIFE    OF    MR,   JOHN    WIRD. 

§  1.  Some  famous  persons  of  old  thought  it  a  greater  ghrt/  to  have  it 
enquired,  "why  such  a  one  had  not  a  statue  erected  for  him?"  than  to 
have  it  enquired,  "why  he  had?"  Mr.  Nathanael  Ward,  born  at  Haver- 
hil,  in  Essex,  about  1570,  was  bred  a  scholar,  and  was  first  intended  and 
employed  for  the  study  of  the  law.  But  afterwards  travelling  with  cer- 
tain merchants  into  Prussia  and  Denmark,  and  having  discourse  with 
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David  Parifius,  at  Heidelberg,  from  whom  he  received  much  direction,  at 
his  return  into  England  he  became  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  had  a 
living  at  Stondon,  In  the  year  16S4  he  was  driven  out  of  England  for 
his  non-conformity ;  and  coming  to  New-England,  he  continued  serving 
the  church  at  Ipswich  till  the  year  1645;  when,  returning  back  to  Eng- 
land, he  settled  at  Sherfleld,  near  Brentwood ;  and  there  he  ended  his  days, 
when  he  was  about  eighty-three  years  of  &ge.  He  was  the  author  of  many 
composures  full  of  wit  and  sense;  among  which,  that  entituled,  '^The  Sim- 
ph  Gobler"  (which  demonstrated  him  to  be  a  subtil  statesman)  was  most 
considered.  If  it  be  enquired,  "why  this  our  St.  Hilary  hath  among  our 
Lives  no  statue  erected  for  him?"  let  that  enquiry  go  for  part  of  one. 
And  we  will  pay  our  debt  unto  his  worthy  son. 

§  2.  Mr.  John  Ward  was  born,  I  think,  at  Haverhil,  on  November  5, 
1606.  His  grandfather  was  that  John  Ward,  the  worthy  minister  of  Hav- 
erhil, whom  we  find  among  "the  worthies  of  England,"  and  his  fiither  was 
the  celebrated  Nathanael  Ward,  whose  wit  made  him  known  to  more  Eng- 
lands  than  one.  Where  his  education  was,  I  have  not  been  informed;  the 
first  notice  of  him  that  occurs  to  me  being  in  the  year  1639,  when  he  came 
over  into  these  parts  of  America;  and  settled  there  in  the  year  1641,  in 
a  town  also  called  Haverhil.  But  what  it  was,  every  body  that  saw  him, 
saw  it  in  the  effects  of  it,  that  it  was  learned,  ingenuous,  and  religious.  He 
was  a  person  of  a  quick  apprehension,  a  clear  understanding,  a  strong  mem- 
on/,  a  facetious  converaatum ;  he  was  an  exact  grammarian,  an  expert  phy- 
sician, and,  which  was  the  top  of  all,  a  thorough  divine:  but,  which  rarely 
happens,  these  endowments  of  his  mind  were  accompanied  with  a  most 
healthy,  hardy,  and  agile  constitution  of  body,  which  enabled  him  to  make 
nothing  of  walking  on  foot  a  journey  as  long  as  thirty  miles  together. 

§  3.  Such  was  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  religious  education,  that 
he  was  not  only  restrained  from  the  vices  of  immorality  in  all  his  younger 
years,  but  also  inclined  unto  all  vertuous  actions.  Of  young  persona,  he 
would  himself  give  this  advice;  "Whatever  you  do,  be  sure  to  maintain 
shame  in  them ;  for  if  that  be  once  gone,  thert^e  no  hope  that  they'll  ever 
come  to  good."  Accordingly,  our  Ward  was  always  ashamed  of  doing 
any  ill  thing.  He  was  of  a  modest  and  bashful  disposition,  and  very  spar- 
ing of  speaking,  especially  before  strangers,  or  such  as  he  thought  his 
betters.  He  was  wonderfully  temperate,  iu  meat,  in  drink,  in  sleep,  and 
he  always  expressed— I  had  almost  said  affected— sl  peculiar  sobriety  of 
apparel.  He  was  a  son  most  exempJarily  dutiful  unto  his  parents;  and 
having  paid  some  considerable  debts  for  his  father,  he  would  afterwards 
humbly  observe  and  confess  that  God  had  abundantly  recompeneed  this 
his  duti fulness, 

§  4.  Though  he  had  great  offers  of  rich  matches  in  England,  yet  he 
chose  to  marry  a  meaner  person,  whom  exemplary  piety  had  recommended. 
He  lived  with  her  for  more  tlian  forty  years,  in  such  an  happy  harmony, 
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that  when  she  died,  he  professed  that,  in  all  this  time,  he  never  had 
received  one  displeasing  loord  or  look  from  her.  Although  she  would  so 
faithfully  tell  him  of  every  thing  that  might  seern  amendable  in  him,  that 
he  would  pleasantly  compare  her  to  aa  accusing  conscience,  yet  she  ever 
pleased  him  wonderfully:  and  she  would  often  put  him  upon  the  duties 
of  secret  fasts,  and  when  she  met  with  any  thing  in  reading  that  she  counted 
singularly  agreeable,  she  would  still  impart  it  unto  him.  For  which  causes, 
when  he  lost  this  his  mate,  he  caused  those  words  to  be  fairly  written  on 
his  ta,ble-board : 

In  Lugendo  Compare,  Vit/B  Spatium  Campleai  Orhte." 

And  there  is  this  memorable  passage  to  be  added.  "While  she  was  a  maid, 
there  was  ensured  unto  her  the  revenue  of  a  parsonage  worth  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  in  case  that  she  married  a  minister.  And  all  this  had 
been  given  to  our  Ward,  in  case  he  had  conformed  unto  the  doubtful  mat- 
ters in  the  Church  of  England;  but  he  left  all  the  allurements  and  enjoy- 
ments of  England,  "chusing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God  in  a  wilderness." 

§  5.  Although  he  would  say,  "there  is  no  place  for  fishing  like  the  sea, 
and  the  more  hearers  a  minister  has,  the  more  hope  there  is  that  some  of 
them  will  be  catched  in  the  nets  of  the  gospel;"  nevertheless,  through  his 
humility  and  reservation,  it  came  to  pass  that,  as  he  chose  to  begin'  his 
ministry  in  Old  England,  at  a  very  small  place,  thus,  when  he  came  to 
New-England,  he  chose  to  settle  with  a  new  plantation,  where  he  could 
expect  none  but  small  circumstances  all  his  days.  He  did  not  love  to 
appear  upon  the  publick  stage  himself,  and  there  appeared  few  there  whom  he 
did  not  prefer  above  himself:  but  when  he  was  there,  every  one  might  see 
how  conscientiously  ho  sought  the  edification  of  the  souls  of  the  plainest 
auditors,  before  the  ostentation  of  his  own  abilities.  And  from  the  like 
self-diffidence  it  was,  that  he  would  never  manage  any  ecclesiastical  affairs 
in  his  church,  without  previous  and  prudent  consultations  with  the  best 
advisers  that  he  knew:  he  would  say,  "  he  had  rather  always  follow  advice, 
though  sometimes  the  advice  might  mislead  him,  than  ever  act  without 
advice,  though  he  might  happen  to  do  well  by  no  advice  but  his  own." 

§  6.  This  diligent  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  continued  under  and 
against  many  temptations,  watching  over  his  flock  at  Haverhil,  more  than 
twice  as  long  as  Jacob  continued  with  bis  uncle;  yea,  for  as  many  years 
as  there  are  Sabbaths  in  the  year.  On  November  19,  1693,  be  preached 
an  excellent  sermon,  entering  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age;  the  only 
sermon  that  ever  was,  or  perhaps  ever  will  he  preached  in  this  country 
at  such  an  age.  He  was  then  smitten  with  a  paralytic  indisposition  upon 
the  organs  of  his  speech,  which  continuing  about  a  month  upon  him,  not 


ccEppanion  be  spent  llf^^a  remnlnlng  Bpan. 


...t.Google 


524  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEEICANA; 

without  evident  proofs  of  his  understanding,  and  his  heavenliness,  contin- 
uing firm  with  him  to  the  last ;  at  last,  on  December  27,  he  went  off,  bring- 
ing up  the  rear  of  our  first  generation. 

EPITAPHIUM. 


MANTISSA. 

The  Church  of  God  is  wronged,  in  that  the  life  of  the  great  John  Owen 
is  not  written.  He  was  by  his  intention,  so  much  a  New-England  man, 
that  a  New-English  book  affords  no  improper  station  for  him.  Let  him 
that  once  would  have  chose  to  die  among  the  worthies  of  New-England, 
be  counted  worthy  to  live  among  them.  The  most  expressive  memorials 
of  his  life,  that  we  at  Boston  can  jet  procure,  are  inscribed  on  his  grave 
at  London.     These  must  be  then  transcribed ;  behold  the  language  of  his 


JOHANNES  OWEN,  S.  T.   P. 


Mwma  BLeganlLl,  el  Ltpare  Ii 


I  in  Pi>ello  haHlas  et  Delii^ISi 
lera,  CurtB  ertt,  Cordiiiue  Rdigiii : 
■At,  mUHE,   Llleiis   mittitrtliu,    Tolusioa 

bus  CUasicis,  ;u£  GneciB,  pii  Latinie, 
ivMtro,  SchoiiB  Piivataa  Oitonii  Aloderiilore, 


Theoli^in  dentam  toRge  rvUciEeimnfi  ineufmit ;  MH 
Padiaequls,  Duce  a  Avlapice,  Savcto  Christi  Spir 
(Ci0us  omncB,  fo  Parld  i  Ctrwlo  BedemplioHe 
M/flUartda,  PurleB  TltcologaTMia  aolua  fii^tui 


IS  Aiigusli  (Non-Confon 


iinipti  Tafirmd : 


fa  Pb^Uo,  w> 

<3e9tu,TheBtric&iir 
M  Optimal  Docoti  Kiffalai  Oirnpnaila  ; 
Sermcme,  A  CuntempttbUt  rBaotisaivia ,-  Gunoro, 
Sec!  Hsn  Stridulo;  Ssani,  icd  prorivjiYitHii 


'i  noH  et  Svfcrim-e,  Animt 
nuw,  ^ua«,  ad  nerfiUTiiT  Coli 
■buvi  qaidtm  vd  carptim^  e 


itriuffBjttt  oenU 
altmt  Fectori, 


Aic  Orandt,  Hriuiis,  jadiu  Peronuidi,  o™is  IsaCrsi 
Mixisln  veri  Evai^bciOuriiES  coiryrfsDil  A^mero 

JfojTiiii  IpBcmat  Zelolee,  ct  Asaerlor  atren 

Jmpliaauxa  dailgsc,  cat  ^iritas  S.  JSuta  prafa 

Ecdeaiie 

E>nidenlLa9linu3ixiriEersf  VlgLlantlsslniiia  Ft 

.Vvllis  Vkvoi  snfficiiit  Epilapkii 

-  Hebr.  Commenlttri 


Chj.1  P™ 


DT  QuadiiportilL . 
PdwM  is  TerrU 
d  arisli  in  Cffili 

Pii)piu8,Pealt 


•cc^e^t,  Mini 


s  adhuo  FotaU)  Die 


tsiIJ.  ^tat.  I 
^e  gooil  by  no  n 
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Tabulee  JUamuirm  Cincelloa  cLauderelur; 

[Tranelalbn  of 

molhor  a  pLona  mntrun,)  moat  nin^ablo  to  aU  w[lh  whum  he  was  intimsU  ou  [UMMnnt  uF  Iha  elegance  of  hiB 
depoi  tinonl  and  ba  innocent  gaielj,  and,  ingamui:)!  09  ho  una  eqUBlly  gifted  with  talents  and  grains,  tugunlsd  with 
eqaat  egleem  and  deligliC  by  Uiuse  yiba  eincerel;  cared  fur  and  loved  retigioit.  Bnm,  lu  It  ware,  of  letters,  nour- 
iahed  by  letteis,  and  whol^f  devol«d  lo  them,  he  became  almost  literally  a  tiling  library.  He  gave  hla  alten- 
tion  successfully  both  (otlie  Greek  and  Latin  ctassic  authore  under  BdwanJ  Sylireeler,  maaleroF  a  private  achool 
at  Chtfordi  and  with  eUll  mora  eucceae  to  philosophic  studies  under  tbe  great  Baiiowe,  at  that  time  a  Fellow  ot  the 
Rejdt  College;  becoming  himselff  In  the  pmgrassof  (imui  Dean  of  CbtlsL's  Cvlle^  and  for  fire  yeoi's  Vice  Chan- 
cellor of  the  ecademy  at  the  same  place.    Finally  be  devoTed  blmaelfTWllh  the  greatest  success  of  oil]  Tij  Tbool- 

of  nhich,  in  respect  to  the  efficacy  of  Ibe  redemption  secured  by  Christ,  be  alone  of  oil  theologlane,  made  etear. 
Ele  was  proAcieut  in  the  three  langauges  commonly  called  the  learned  taiiguageSi  in  addLtioD  to  the  Oriental  dia- 
lects. He  underetood  the  Sacred  pogea  in  their  inner  meaning— in  spirit  and  in  letter:  was  admirably  versed  la 
the  m-itingeof  the  great  lights  of  the  early  church :  had  by  no  means  neglected  those  nho,  tboi^b  Inferior  to  the 
wicient  fathers,  restored  (be  primitive  fcllh,  nor  did  ho  despise  the  Bchool-mon  of  lesser  note.  In  Ibe  Beld  of  cun- 
Itoveray  ha  was  as  superior  as  in  the  pulpit.    In  tho  Jbrmer,  ha  overwhelmed  nud  Uampled  down  with  his  iiei> 


ling  docw 


no  did  noUn  preaching  read  w. 

lid  for  woid  ond  with  peerin 

gguze 

thes 

ermons  which 

to  paper 

iiitlre ;  but  every  thing  which  he 

uttered,  having  been  first  de( 

^ply  im 

pressed  on  his  own 

,  heart,  be 

iuled  1)» 

more  powerfully  on  the  minds  an 

d  hearts  of  his  heaters.    No 

t  less 

gifted 

in  prayer  Ih! 

.  niiailed 

agreel 

It  and  slannci 

ipatlisan 

in  iht 

]f  an  eslablished  worship  and  di 

,8CipUne,a8welUuoflliBd( 

ictrtnoa 

velatton.    Fin 

inlly,  ho  w; 

ihe  same 

Ime  a  most  discreet  and  watohfnl 

i  pastor  to  the  church  over  ■ 

IheH 

oly  Spirit  had 

ordained 

him. 

For  his 

noble  epitaph  let  one  of  the  manj 

f  written  Ibr  him  Bullico: 

The  Author  of  the  "  E^ositi 

™  cf  tfti  WiUe  10  thi  m 

Srwj, 

in /a 

w  narM,"  ha 

ving  finisl 

led  hi 

s  earthly 

;areer  and  the  ministry  he  had  rec 

eived,  has  departed  In  angelii 

rveyo 

-leavenly  kingdom,  which,  in  the 

late  evening  of  lil^  though 

een  from  Ibr,  1 

,  graphic 

riithfulnesB.    Ho  died  on  tho  24th  day  of  August  (still  o  lliUil 

lists)  in  tin 

ion,  leas,  i^wi  67. 

Thla  epitaph,  cmnpoaed  by  lis 

.dedto 

been 

closed  within 

the  small 

ai™c 

.fnmar- 

ble  tablet— loo  limited  to  euibroc 

aea-l 

las  obtained  1 

de  place 

Jian  It  deserved  on  tha  pages  o 

-a  pap 

mortal  more 

enduring 

Ihani 
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'Ov^<ri9«p«  ^"i/ii^"^''-   Sive  UTILES  NARRATIOKES." 
THE  TRIUMPHS  OF  THE  REFORMED  RELiGIOS  IN  AMERICA: 

THE  LIFE  OF  THE  RENOWNEB  JOHN  ELIOT; 

A  PERSON  JUSTLY  FAMOUS  IN  THE  CHOROH  OF  GOD;  NOT  ONLY  AS  AN  EMINENT 

CHBjaTIAN,  AND  AS  EXCELLENT  MINISTER  AMONli  THE  ENGLISH;  BUT  ALSO 

AS  A  MEMORABLE  EVANGELIST  AMONG  THE  INDIANS  OP  NEW-ENGLAND. 

WITH  aOME  ACCOUNT  CONCERNING  THE  LATE  AND  STRANGE  SUCCESS 

OP  THE  GOSPliL  IN  THOSE  PARTS  OF  TUEWOKLD,  WHICH  FOR 

MANY  AGES  HAVE  LAIN  BURIED  IN  PAGAN  IGNORANCE. 

ESSAYED  BY  COTTON  MAIHEE, 

'Off  yap  'otnt  itT^fft,  Xcif  irfMraruj'  Spyi-tr  rai  AtJiinipffpiai/  ioy/iafMr  Tati\iai  irapiSt^y  %iro  rtji  )\iOi;  au\iivjttvov : 
i.  e.  Bxiatimam,  hand  sine  eceUrc  fieri  potaisse,  al  facloram  aplendidissimvrum,  et  atilium 
Narrationum  gloria,  Oblivlani  lradere(ur.t — Theodorit. 

"  Blessed  ia  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  conisth,  shall  find  so  doing." 

THE  THIRD  PART, 
TO    THE    RIOHT    HOBfOUBABlE    PHILIP   iORD   WHARTON] 

Mat  ir  please  tour  Lordship:  If  it  be  considered  that  some  evmigelical  and  apostolic/il 
histories  of  the  New  Testament  were,  by  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  himself,  dedicatetl 
vnto  a  person  of  quality,  nnd  that  the  noble  person  addressed  with  ime  such  dedication,  enter- 
tained it  witli  resentments  that  encouraged  his  dear  Lucilius  to  make  a  second,  the  world  will 
be  satisfied  that  I  do  a  thing  but  re.aaonable  and  agreeable,  wben  unto  a  narrative  of  many 
evangelical  and  apostolical  affairs,  I  presume  to  prefix  the  name  of  one  so  excellHnt  for  love 
to  God  as  your  lordship  is  known  to  be ;  and  one  upon  tliis  account  only  an  unmeet  subject 
for  tbe  praises  of  the  obscure  pen  which  now  writes  that  Qiti's  Vi/tiycm;?!  I  do  not,  I  dare 
cot,  so  far  intrude  upon  your  honour,  as  to  ask  your  patronage  unto  all  the  New-English 
principles  and  practices  which  are  found  in  the  character  of  our  celebrated  Eliot;  for  as  the 
distance  of  a  thousand  leagues  has  made  it  impossible  for  cie  to  attend  the  (lisiiraj)  orders 
and  mannera  of  asking  first  your  allownnee  for  what  I  have  openly  entitled  you  unto,  so  tlie 
renowned  Eliot  is  gone  beyond  any  occasions  for  the  greatest  humane  patronage, 

But  tiiat  which  has  procured  unto  your  lordship  the  trouble  of  this  dedication,  is  my  desire 
to  give  you  the  picture  of  one  aged  saint,  lately  gone  to  that  general  assembly,  which  the 
eternal  King  of  Heaven,  by  the  iidvances  of  your  own  ago  in  the  way  of  lighteouspess,  does 
quickly  summon  your  self  unto:  the  profound  respect  which  our  Elint  had  for  your  honour, 
will  doubtless  be  answered  aiid  requited  with  your  own  value  for  the  memory  of  sui'h  a 
memorable  Christian,  minister,  and  evangelist;  inasmuch  as  your  affections,  like  his,  take  not 
their  measures  from  these  or  those  matters  of  doubtftil  disputation,  but  from  such  an  uni- 
versal piety,  and  charity,  and  holiness,  as  he  was  an  instance  of. 

t  For  I  believed  il  an  noi  ofimpleti,  In  see  the  rE^nomu  of  shining  actions  and  iiBefnl  Benllmenli  Bllfied  Ijy  obli- 


OE,    THE    HISTORY    OF    N  EW-EK  GLAND.  527 

No  man  ever  compldned  of  it  that,  in  the  works  of  Chrysostora,  we  find  seven  orationa 
not  lar  asunder  in  commendafjon  of  Paul :  nor  is  it  any  fault  that  I  have  now  written  one 
in  eoDimendation  of  a  man  whom  a  Pauline  spirit  had  made  illuatrfoaa.  In  describing  him, 
I  have  made  but  little  touches  upon  his  parentage  and  family,  hecause  as  the  truly  great 
Basil  excuses  his  omission  of  those  things,  in  his  oration  apon  Gordlns  the  Martyr,  Ecclesiii 
hmc  tmiqumn  supenacua  dimiltii.*  But  I  have  related  those  things  of  him  which  cannot  hut 
create  a  good  esteem  for  him  in  the  hreast  of  your  lordship,  who  are  a  faitliful  and  ancient 
witness  against  those  distempers  of  the  world,  whereby  (as  tbe  blessed  Salvlan  lamented  it) 
Ci^imur  esse  Viks,  ut  Nobiles  habeamur:\  and  raise  the  sweetness  of  your  thonghta  upon 
your  approaches;  which  may  our  God  make  both  slow  and  sure  unto  that  state  which  cannot 
be  moved.  But  if  I  may  more  ingennonsly  confess  the  whole  ground  and  cause  of  tiiis  dedi- 
cation, I  itiKist  owa,'tis  to  paif  a  pari  of  a  debt:  a  debt  under  which  you  have  laid  my  country, 
when  you  did  with  your  own  honourable  hand  present  unto  his  majesty  the  ssme  account 
which  I  have  here  again  pnhlished, "  concerning  the  saccess  of'  the  gospel  among  tlie  Indians 
in  New-England," 

My  Lord:  In  one  Eliot  you  see  what  a  people  it  is  that  you  have  counted  worthy  of  your 
notice,  and  what  a  people  it  is  that  with  ardent  prayers  hespeak  the  mercies  of  Heaven  for 
your  noble  family.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  thata  country  so  full  as  New-England  is  of  what 
is  truly  primitive,  should  not  be  exposed  unto  the  bitterest  enmity  and  calumny  of  those 
that  will  strive  to  entangle  the  church  in  a  Sardian  unreformedness,  until  our  Lord  Jesns 
do  shortly  "make  them  know,  that  he  has  loved"  what  they  have  hated,  maligned,  peraccnted. 
But  if  the  God  of  New-Engiand  have  inclined  any  great  personage  to  intercede,  or  interpose, 
for  the  prevention  of  the  mines  which  ill  men  have  designed  for  such  a  country;  or  to  pro- 
cure for  a  people  of  an  Eliot's  complexion  in  religion  the  undiatm'bed  enjoyment  and  exer- 
cise of  that  religion,  it  is  a  thing  that  calls  for  our  most  sensible  acknowledgments. 

It  is  an  odd  superstition  which  the  Indians  of  this  country  have  among  them,  that  they 
count  it  (on  the  penalty  of  otherwise  never  prospering  more)  necessary  for  them  never  to 
pass  by  tiie  graves  of  certain  famous  persons  among  them,  without  laying  and  leaving  aoroe 
tolien  of  regard  thereupon,  'But  we  hope  that  all  true  PTOtesfajits  will  count  it  no  more 
tlian  what  is  equal  and  proper,  that  the  land  which  has  in  it  the  grave  of  such  a  remarkable 
preacher  to  the  Indians  as  our  Eliot,  should  be  treated  with  such  a  love  as  a  Jerusalem 
uses  to  find  from  them  that  are  to  prosper. 

Upon  that  score,  then,  let  my  lord  accept  a  present  {torn  and  for  a  remote  comer  in  tho 
New  World,  whei'e  God  is  praised  on  your  behalf;  a  small  present,  mode  by  the  hand  of  a 
rude  American,  who  has  nothing  to  recommend  him  unto  your  lordship,  except  this,  that  he 
is  the  son  of  one  whom  you  have  admitted  unto  your  favours;  and  that  he  is  ambitious  to 
wear  the  title  of, 

My  Loi-d,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  sen'ant, 

Cotton  Matheh, 
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It  waa  a  very  surpriang  as  well  as  undoubted  aceldent  which  happened  within  tlie  memory 
of  milliona  yet  alive,  when  (as  the  learned  Horniua  has  pveii  us  the  relation)  certain  shep- 
herds apon  mount  Neho,  following  part  of  their  straggling  floek,  at  length  came  to  a  valley, 
the  prodigious  deptlis  and  rocks  whereof  rendred  it  almost  inaccessible;  in  which  there  was 
a  cave  of  inexpressible  sweetness,  and  in  that  cave  was  a  sepulchre  that  had  very  dilHcult 
characters  upon  it  The  patriarchs  of  the  Maronites  thereabouts  inhabiting  procured  some 
learned  persons  to  take  notice  and  make  report  of  this  curiosity,  who  found  the  inscription  of 
the  grave-stone  to  bo,  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  letter, "Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord." 

The  Jews,  the  GreeltB,  and  the  Roman  Catholics  thereabouts,  were  altogether  by  the  ears 
for  the  possession  of  this  rarity,  bat  the  Turlts  as  quickly  laid  chiim  unto  it,  and  strongly 
guarded  it.  Nevertheless,  the  Jesuites  found  a  way  by  tricks  and  bribes  to  engage  the  Turk- 
ish guards  into  a  conspiracy  with  them  for  the  transporting  of  the  inclosed  and  renowned 
ashes  int«  Europe;  but  when  they  opened  the  grave,  there  was  no  bodi/,  nor  so  much  aa  a 
relick  there.  While  they  were  under  the  confusion  of  this  disappointment,  a  Turkish  gen- 
eral came  upon  them,  and  cut  them  all  to  pieces;  therewithal  taking  a  course  never  to  have 
tbat  place  visited  any  more.  But  the  si-holars  of  the  Orient  presently  made  tliis  a  theme 
which  they  talked  and  wrote  much  upon;  and  whether  this  weee  the  tkwe  sEruLcHRE 
OF  Moses,  was  a  question  upon  which  many  books  were  published. 

The  world  would  now  count  me  very  abaaid  i£  after  this,  1  should  sny  tliat  I  had  found 
the  SEFULCHBE  OP  MosEs  in  America:  but  I  have  certdnly  here  found  Moses  himself;  we 
have  had  among  us  one  appearing  in  the  spirit  of  a  Moses;  and  it  is  not  the  grave,  but  the 
life  of  such  a  Moses,  that  we  value  our  selves  upon  being  the  owners  of. 

Having  implored  the  assistance  and  acceptance  of  that  God  whose  blessed  word  hns  told 
us,  "The  righteous  shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance,"  I  am  attempting  l«  write  the 
life  of  a  righteous  person,  concerning  whom  all  things  but  the  meanness  of  the  writer  invite 
the  reader  to  expect  nothing  save  what  is  truly  extraordinary.  It  is  the  life  of  one  who  has 
better  and  greater  things  to  be  affirmed  of  him,  than  could  ever  be  reported  concerning  any 
of  those  famous  men  which  have  been  celebrated  by  the  pens  of  a  Plutiu^b,  a  Pliny  a  Laer- 
ttus,  an  Bunapius,  or  in  any  Pagan  histories.  It  is  the  life  of  one  whose  character  might 
very  agreeably  be  looked  for  among  the  collections  of  a  Dorotheus,  or  the  orations  of  a 
Nazianzen ;  or  is  worthy  at  least  of  nothing  loss  than  the  exquisite  stile  of  a  Melchior  Adam 
to  eternize  it. 

If  it  be,  as  it  is,  a  true  assertion,  "that  the  least  exercise  of  true  faith,  or  love,  towards 
God,  in  Chi'ist,  is  a  more  glorious  thing  than  all  the  triumphs  of  a  Ciesar,"  there  must  be 
something  very  considerable  in  the  life  of  one  who  spent  several  scores  of  years  in  such 
enercises;  and  of  one  in  the  mention  of  whose  atchievements  we  may  also  recount,  that  he 
fought  the  devil  in  (once)  his  Ameiiean  ten'itories,  till  he  had  recovered  no  small  party  of 
his  old  subjects  and  vassals  out  of  his  cruel  hands;  it  would  be  as  imreasonable  as  imprn^U 
able  for  posterity  to  bury  the  memory  of  such  a  person  in  the  dust  of  that  obscurity  and 
oblivion  which  has  covered  the  names  of  the  heroes  who  died  before  the  days  of  Agamemnon. 
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PHELIMIHART   I, 
THE  BIRTH,  AGE,  AKD  FASnil  OF  MR  EIJOI. 

The  inspired  Moses,  relating  the  lives  of  those  Ame-DiluviBn  Patriarchs  in  whom  the  Church 
of  God  and  line  of  Christ  was  continued,  through  the  first  siileen  hundred  years  of  time,  recitea 
lillle  bat  their  birlk,  and  their  age.  Bud  their  death,  and  iheir  sons  and  daushterf.  If  those  articles 
would  satiafie  the  appetites  and  enquiries  irf  such  na  conie  to  read  the  Ufe  of  our  Eliot,  we  shall  soon 
have  dispntched  the  work  uon  upon  our  hands. 

The  age,  with  the  death  of  this  worthy  man,  has  been  already  terminoled,  in  the  ninetieth  year 
of  the  present  century,  and  the  eighty-wxlh  year  of  his  own  pilgrimage.     And  for  his  birth,  it  waa 

look  back  so  far  as  the  place  of  his  nativity ;  any  more  than  it  is  for  me  to  recite  the  vertues  of  his 
parentage,  of  which  he  said,  Vix  ea  noilra  ooco;"  though  indeed  the  pious  education  which  they 
gave  him,  caused  him  in  his  age  to  write  these  worda:  "  I  do  see  that  it  was  a  gieat  fevour  of  God 
nnto  me,  to  season  my  fitat  times  with  the  fear  of  God,  the  word,  and  prayer." 

The  Atlantick  Ocean,  like  a  river  of  I-ethe,  tnay  easily  cause  us  to  forget  many  of  the  things 
that  happened  on  the  other  side.  Indeed,  the  nativity  of  such  a  man  were  an  honour  worthy  the 
contention  of  as  many  places  as  laid  their  claims  unto  the  famous  Homer's:  but  whatever  places 
may  challenge  a  share  in  the  reputation  of  having  enjoyed  the  jirsf  breath  of  our  Eliot,  it  is  New- 
England  that  with  most  right  can  call  him  fter's;  his  best  breath,  and  afterwards  hia  last  hrealk 
was  here  ;  and  here  'twas  that  God  bestowed  upon  him  sons  and  daughters. 

He  came  to  New-England  in  the  month  of  November,  A,  D.  I63I,  among  those  bleaaed  old 
planters  which  laid  the  foundations  of  a  remarkable  country,  devoted  unto  the  exercise  of  the  Prat- 
estant  religion,  in  its  purest  and  highest  reformation.  He  kft  behind  him  in  England  a  vertuous 
young  gentlewoman,  whom  he  had  pursued  and  purposed  a  marriage  unto;  and  she  coming  hither 
the  year  following,  that  marriage  was  consummated  in  the  month  of  October,  A.  D.  1632. 

This  utife  of  hit  yoalh  hved  with  hhn  until  she  became  to  him  also  the  ttiif  of  his  age;  and 
^e  left  him  not  until  about  three  or  four  years  before  his  own  departure  to  those  heavenly  regions 
where  they  now  together  see  light.  She  was  a  woman  very  eminent,  both  for  halinesa  and  use- 
fttlvtet,  and  she  e:tcelled  most  of  the  "daughters  that  have  done  vertuoualy."  Her  name  was 
Anne,  and  gracious  waa  her  nature.  God  made  her  a  rich  blessing,  not  only  to  her  family,  but 
bIso  to  her  neighlomhood ;  and  when  at  last  she  died,  I  heard  and  saw  her  aged  husband,  who 
else  very  rarely  wept,  yet  now  with  tears  oyer  the  coifin,  before  the  good  people,  a  vast  confluence 
of  which  were  come  to  her  fnneral,  say,  "  Here  lies  my  dear,  faithful,  pious,  prudent,  prayerful  wife ; 
I  shall  go  to  her,  and  she  not  return  to  me."  My  reader  will  of  his  own  accord  eicuse  me  from 
bestowing  any  further  epitaphs  upon  that  gracious  woman. 

By  her  did  God  give  him  mx  worthy  children — children  of  a  character  which  may  for  ever  stop 
the  mouths  of  those  anlichristian  blasphemers,  who  have  set  a  false  brand  of  disaster  and  infamy 
on  the  ollspriagof  a  married  clergy.  His  first-born  was  a  daughter,  born  September  IT,  A.  C.  1633, 
Thia  gentlewoman  is  yet  alive,  and  one  well  approved  for  her  piety  and  gravity.  His  next  waa  t 
son.born  August  31,  A.  C.  1636.  He  bore  his /aider's  name,  and  had  hia /uiier'sgroee.  He  was 
B  person  of  notable  accomplishments,  and  a  lively,  zealous,  acute  preacher,  not  only  to  the  English 
at  New- Cambridge,  but  also  to  the  Indians  thereabout.  He  grew  so  fast,  that  he  was  found  ripe 
for  Heaven  many  years  ago ;  and  upon  his  death-bed  uttered  such  penetrating  things  as  could  pro- 
need  from  none  bulone  upon  the  borders  and  confines  of  eternal  glory.  It  is  pity  that  so  many  of 
them  are  forgotten  ;  bat  one  of  them,  I  think,  we  have  cause  to  remember:  "Well,"  said  he,  "my 
dear  friends,  there  is  a  dark  day  coming  upon  New-England:  and  in  so  dark  a  day,  1  pray,  how 
will  you  provide  for  your  own  security !  My  counael  to  you  is,  get  an  interest  in  the  blessed  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  that  will  carry  you  to  the  world's  end."    His  third  was  also  a  son,  born  Decern- 


*  I  can  hardly  call  them  mine. 
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hei  aO,  A.  C.  1638 ;  him  he  cnlled  Joseph.  This  pcraon  halh  been  a  pastor  to  the  church  at  Guil- 
ford. His  fourlh  was  a  Samuel,  born  June  33,  A.  C.  1641,  who  died  a  most  lovely  young  man, 
eminent  for  learning  and  goodness,  a  fellna  of  the  colledge,  and  a  candidate  of  the  miniatry.  His 
fiith  was  an  Aaron,  born  February  19,  A.  C.  1643,  who,  thongh  he  died  very  young,  yet  first  tnan- 
ifeated  "  many  good  things  towards  the  Lord  God  of  Israel."  His  last  was  a  Benjamin,  born  Jan- 
uary 39,  A.  C.  1646.  Ofall  these  threeit  may  be  said,  as  it  was  of  Haran,"  They  died  before  their 
fiither ;"  but  it  may  also  be  written  over  theit  graves, "  All  these  died  in  faith."  By  the  pious  design 
of  their  father,  they  were  all  consecrated  unto  the  service  of  God  in  the  miniatry  of  the  gospel ;  but 
God  saw  meet  rather  to  fetch  them  away,  by  a  death  which  (therefore)  I  dare  not  call  pramature, 
to  glorify  him  in  another  and  a.  better  world.  They  all  gave  snob  demonstrations  of  their  conversion 
to  God,  that  the  good  old  man  would  sometimes  comfortably  say,  "  I  have  had  sii  children,  and  I 
bless  God  for  bis  free  grace,  they  are  all  either  with  Christ  or  in  Christ ;  and  my  mind  is  now  ac 
rest  concerning  them."  And  when  some  asked  him  how  he  could  bear  the  death  of  such  escellenl 
children,  his  humble  reply  thereto  was  this:  "  My  desire  was  that  they  should  have  served  God  on 
earUi ;  but  if  God  will  chuse  to  have  them  rather  serve  him  in  heaven,  I  have  nothing  to  object 
Hgainsl  it,  but  his  will  be  done!"  Hia  Benjamin  was  made  the  "son  of  his  right-hand;"  for  the 
invitation  of  the  good  people  at  Roxbury  placed  him  in  the  same  pulpit  with  his  fether,  where  he 
waa  his  assistant  for  many  years ;  there  they  had  o  proof  of  him,  '■  that  as  a  son  with  bis  father,  he 
served  with  him  in  the  gospel."  But  hia  fete  was  hke  that  which  the  great  Gregory  Naiiflnzen 
deaeribea  in  hia  discourse  upon  the  death  of  his  honourable  brother,  his  aged  father  being  now  alive 
and  present:  "My  father  having  laid  up  in  a  better  world  a  rich  inheritance  for  his  children,  sent 
aeon  of  his  before  to  take  possesion  of  it," 


PBELIMIKAET  II. 
MR.  EIIOT'S  EARLY  CONTERSIOS,  SACEED  EltPLOYMENT,  ANB  JUST  REMOVAL  INTO  AMERICA. 

Bdt  oil  that  I  have  hitherto  said,  is  no  more  than  an  entrance  into  the  history  of  our  Eliot. 
Such  an  Ejtoch  as  he,  must  have  something  more  than  these  things  recorded  of  him ;  his  "  walk 
with  God  "  must  be  more  largely  laid  before  the  world,  oa  a  thing  that  would  bespeak  us  all  to  be 
foUoieers  no  less  than  we  shall  be  odmireTs  of  it. 

He  had  not  passed  many  turns  in  the  world,  before  he  knew  the  meaning  of  a  saving  (urn  from 
the  vanities  of  an  unregenerate  state  unto  God  in  Christ,  by  a  true  repentance ;  he  had  the  singular 
happiness  and  privilege  of  an  early  conversion  from  the  ways  which  irnginal  sin  disposes  all  men 
unto.  One  of  the  principal  instruments  which  the  Gad  of  heaven  used  io  lingeing  and  filling  the 
mind  of  this  chssen  nessel  with  good  principles,  was  that  venerable  Thomas  Hooker,  whose  name 
in  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jeaua  is  "  as  an  ointment  poured  forth ;"  even  that  Hooker  who,  having 
rnigled  many  scores  of  souls  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  at  last  laid  his  bones  in  our  New-England ; 
it  was  an  acquaintance  with  him  that  contributed  more  than  a  little  to  the  accomplishment  of  our 
Blisha  for  that  work  unto  y?hich  the  Most  High  designed  him.  His  liberal  education  having  now 
the  addition  of  religion  (o  direct  it  and  unprove  it,  it  gave  such  a  hiass  to  his  young  soul  as  quickly 
discovered  it  self  in  very  ^gnal  instances.  Hia  first  appearance  in  the  world,  after  his  education  in 
the  university,  was  in  the  too  difficult  and  unthaniftit,  but  very  necessary  employment  of  a  school- 
master, which  employment  he  discharged  with  a  good  fidelity.  And  as  this  first  essay  of  his 
improvement  was  no  more  disgrace  unto  him  than  it  was  onto  the  famous  Hieron,  Whitalcer,  Vines, 
and  others,  that  they  thus  began  to  he  serviceable ,  so  it  rather  prepared  him  for  the  fiirlher  sirvioe 
whlchhismind  WHS  now  set  upon.  He  was  of  worthy  Mr  Thomas  Wilson's  mmd,  that  the  calling 
of  a  minister  was  the  only  one  wherein  a  rata  might  be  more  serviceable  to  the  church  of  God 
than  in  that  of  a  school-master ;  and,  with  Melchioc  Adam  be  reckoned  the  callmg  of  a  school- 
master, Fulverulentam,  ac  Molesiissimam  quidem,  sed  Deo  longe  giatissimam  Functianem." 


dii«ty  and  dlss^eeable  vocaUou,  but  b;  ia.t  the  moat  Ikrourod  or  Gi 
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■Whftefbre,  having  dedicaledhiraaeif  unto  God  betimes,  he  could  not  reconcile  himself  10  any  lesser 
way  of  serving  his  Creator  and  Redeemer,  than  the  saered  ministry  of  ^be  gospel;  bul,  alas!  where 
should  he  have  opportnnitiea  for  the  exeroismg  of  it  J  The  Laudinn,  Grotian,  and  Annmian  faction 
m  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  grand  plot  for  the  reducing  of  England  unto 
a  modetale  sort  of  Popery,  had  pitched  upon  this  as  one  of  their  methods  for  it;  namely,  to  creeple 
as  fast  as  they  could  al!  the  learned,  godly,  painful  ministers  of  the  nation ;  and  invent  cerlain  SAti- 
baleiha  for  ihe  delecting  and  the  destroying  of  such  men  as  were  cordial  iriends  to  the  reformation. 
'Twos  now  a  time  when  there  were  every  day  multiplied  and  imposed  those  unwarrantable  cereim- 
itka  in  the  woi-ship  of  God  by  which  the  conscience  of  our  considerate  Eliot  counted  the  second 
comraandraenl  notoriously  violated ;  it  v»as  now  also  a  time  when  some  hundreds  of  those  good 
people  which  had  the  nick-name  of  Purilans  put  upon  them,  tranaponed  themselves,  with  their 
whole  families  and  interesls,  into  the  dessrts  of  America,  that  they  might  here  peaceably  erect  Con- 
gregational Churches,  and  therein  attend  and  maintain  all  the  pure  inslilutions  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  having  the  encouragement  ni  royal  charters,  that  they  should  never  have  any  interruption 
in  the  enjoyment  of  ihose  "  precious  and  pleasant  things."  Here  was  a  prospeeE  which  quickly 
determined  the  devout  soul  of  our  young  Eliot  unto  a  remove  into  New-England,  while  it  was  yet 
a  "  land  not  sown ;"  he  quickly  listed  himself  among  those  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  cheerfully  enoountrcd  first  the  perils  of  the  Atlanliclt  Ocean,  and  then  the  fetiguea  of  the  New~ 
English  wilderness,  that  they  might  have  an  undisturbed  communion  with  him  in  his  appointments 
here.     And  thus  did  he  betimes  procure  himself  the  consol  t  1         j,     f     w    d         d  f 

a  room  in  that  remembrance  of  God,  "  I  remember  thee,  bkdsafhyy      h       dhl 
of  thine  espousals,  when  thou  wentest  after  me  into  the  w  Id  m  =s 

On  his  first  arrival  to  New-England,  he  soon  joined  b  m    If  1       h      h       B 

ehurdt'wark  (hat  was  his  errand  hither.  Mr.  Wilson,  thptofl  hhasg  bk 
into  England,  that  he  might  perfect  the  settlement  ofhisfi"  dhb  ygM 

Eliot  was  he  that  ^plied  his  place.    Upon  the  return  of  M    W  1         h       I      1  d 

to  have  made  Mr.^liol  his  collegue  and  their  teacher ;  but  11  was  diverted.  Mr.  Eliot  had  engaged 
unto  a  select  number  of  his  pious  and  Christian  friends  in  England  that,  if  they  should  come  into 
these  parts  before  he  should  be  in  the  pastoral  care  of  any  other  people,  he  would  give  himself  to 
Ihem,  and  be  for  their  service.  It  happened  that  these  friends  transported  themselves  hither  the 
year  after  him,  and  chose  their  habitation  al  the  town  which  they  called  Roibury.  A  church  beiog 
now  gathered  at  this  place,  he  was  m  a  little  while  ordained  unto  the  teaching  and  rnlitig  of  that 
holy  society.  So,  'twas  in  the  orb  of  tliat  church  that  we  had  him  as  a  star  fixed  for  Very  near 
three-score  years ;  it  only  remains  that  we  now  observe  what  was  his  magnitude  all  this  while,  and 
Jjow  he  performed  his  remlulion. 


DR,    ELIOT  AS  A   CHRISTIAN. 


Such  was  the  piety  of  our  Eliot,  that,  like  another  Moses,  he  had  upon 
Lis  fcKX  a  continual  sAiW,  arising  from  his  uninterrupted  communion  with 
the  Father  of  spirits.  He  was  indeed  a  "man  of  prayer,"  and  might  say, 
after  the  psalmist,  I  prayer,  as  being  in  a  manner  made  up  of  it.  Could 
the  walls  of  his  old  study  speak,  they  would  even  ravish  us  with  a  rela- 
tion of  the  many  hundred  and  thousand  fervent  prayers  which  he  there 
poured  out  before  the  Lord.  He  not  only  made  it  his  daily  practice  to 
"  enter  into  that  closet,  and  shut  his  door,  and  pray  to  his  Father  in  secret, " 
but  he  would  not  rarely  sei  apart  whole  dnys  for  prayer  with  fasting  in 
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secret  places  before  the  God  of  heaven.  Prayer  solemnized  with  fasting 
was  indeed  so  agreeable  unto  him,  that  I  have  sometimes  thought  he 
might  justly  inherit  the  name  of  Johannes  J^unaior,  or  "John  the  Faster," 
which  for  the  like  reason  was  put  upon  one  of  the  renowned  ancient-s. 
Especially  when  there  was  any  remarkable  difficulty  before  him,  he  took 
this  way  to  encounter  and  overcome  it ;  being  of  Dr.  Preston's  mind,  "  That 
when  we  would  have  any  great  things  to  be  accomplished,  the  best  policy 
is  to  work  by  an  engine  which  the  world  sees  nothing  of."  He  could  say, 
as  the  pious  Robertson  did  upon  his  death-bed,  "I  thank  God  I  have  loved 
fasting  and  prayer  with  all  my  heartl"  If  one  would  have  known  what 
that  sacred  thing,  (he  spirit  of  prayer,  intends,  in  him  there  might  have 
been  seen  a  most  luculent  and  practical  exposition  of  it.  lie  kept  his 
heart  in  a  "frame  for  prayer,"  with  a  marvellous  constancy;  and  was  con- 
tinually provoking  all  that  were  about  him  thereunto.  When  he  heard 
any  considerable  news,  his  usual  and  speedy  reflection  thereupon  would 
be,  "Brethren,  let  us  turn  all  this  into  prayer!"  and  he  was  perpetually 
jogging  the  "wheel  of  prayer,"  both  more  privately  in  the  meetings,  and 
more  publickly  in  the  churches  of  his  neighbourhood.  When  he  came 
to  an  house  that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with,  he  would  often  say, 
"Come,  let  us  not  have  a  visit  without  a  prayer;  let  ua  pray  down  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  on  your  family  before  we  go."  Especially  when  he 
came  into  a  society  of  ministers,  before  he  had  sat  long  with  them,  they 
would  look  to  hear  him  urging,  "Brethren,  the  Lord  Jesus  takes  much 
notice  of  what  is  done  and  said  among  his  ministers  when  they  are  together ; 
come,  let  us  pray  before  we  part!"  and  hence  also  his  whole  hreath  seemed 
in  a  sort  made  up  of  ejaculatory  prayers,  many  scores  of  which  winged 
messengers  he  dispatched  away  to  Heaven,  upon  pious  errands  every  day. 
By  them  he  bespoke  blessings  upon  almost  every  person  or  affair  that  he 
was  concerned  with;  and  he  carried  every  thing  to  G-od  with  some  perti- 
nent hosannalis  or  hallelujahs  over  it.  He  was  a  mighty  and  an  happy 
man,  that  had  his  rjuiv^i-  full  of  these  heavenly  arrows!  and  when  he  was 
never  so  straitly  besieged  by  humane  occurrences,  yet  he  fastned  the 
wishes  of  his  devout  soul  unto  them,  and  very  dexterously  shot  them  up 
to  Heaven  over  the  head  of  all. 

As  he  took  thus  delight  in  speaking  to  the  Almighty  God,  no  less  did 
he  in  speaking  of  him;  but  in  serious  and  savoury  discourses,  he  still  had 
his  "tongue  like  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,"  The  Jesuits  once  at  Nola 
made  a  no  less  profane  than  severe  order,  "that  no  man  should  speak  of 
God  at  all;"  but  this  excellent  person  almost  made  it  an  order  wherever 
he  came,  "to  speak  of  nothing  but  God."  He  was  indeed  sufficiently 
pleasant  and  witty  in  company,  and  he  was  affable  and  facetious  rather 
than  morose  in  conversation;  but  he  had  a  remarkable  gravity  mixed 
with  it,  and  a  singular  skill  of  raising  some  holy  observation  out  of  what- 
ever matter  of  discourse  lay  before  him;  nor  would  he  ordinarily  dismiss 
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any  theme  without  some  gracious,  divine,  pithy  sentence  thereupon.  Doubt- 
less, he  imposed  it  as  a  law  upon  himself,  that  he  would  leave  somethiog 
of  God  and  Heaven,  and  religym,  with  all  that  should  come  a  near  him; 
so  that  in  all  places  his  company  was  attended  with  majesty  and  reverence; 
and  it  was  no  sooner  proper  for  him  to  speak,  but,  like  Mary's  opened  box 
of  ointment,  he  filled  the  whole  room  with  the  perfumes  of  the  graces  in 
his  lips,  and  the  Christian  hearers  tasted  a  greater  sweetness  in  his  well- 
seasoned  speeches,  than  the  illustrious  Homer  ascribed  unto  the  orations 
of"  his  Nestor, 

Whose  lip  dropp'd  languaEe  than  eweel  honej',  sweeler  abundance. 

His  conferences  were  like  those  which  Tertullian  affirms  to  have  been 
common  among  the  saints  in  his  days,  JJt  qui  sciret  dominum  audire, — "as 
knowing  that  the  ear  of  God  was  open  to  them  all;"  and  he  managed  his 
rudder  so  as  to  manifest  that  he  was  bound  Heaven-ward  in  his  whole 
communication.  He  had  a  particular  art  at  spiritualizing  of  earthly  objecte, 
and  raising  of  high  thoughts  from  very  mean  things.  As,  once  going  with 
some  feebleness  and  weariness  up  the  hill  on  whieh  his  meeting-honse 
now  stands,  he  said  unto  the  person  that  led  him,  "This  is  very  like  the 
way  to  heaven,  'tis  up  hill  I  the  Lord  by  his  grace  fetch  us  up!"  and 
instantly  spying  a  bush  near  him,  he  as  nimbiy  added,  "and  truly  there 
are  thorns  and  briars  in  the  way  too!"  which  instance  I  would  not  have 
singled  out  from  the  many  thousands  of  his  occasioned  reflections,  hut  only 
that  I  might  suggest  unto  the  good  people  of  Eoxbury  something  for  them 
to  think  upon  when  they  are  "going  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,"  It  is 
enough  that,  as  the  friend  of  the  famous  Ursin  could  profess  that  he  never 
went  unto  him  without  coming  away,  aut  doctior,  aut  melior — "  either  the 
wiser  or  the  better  from  him" — so,  it  is  an  acknowledgment  which  more 
than  one  friend  of  our  Eliot's  has  made  concerning  him,  "I  was  never 
with  him  but  I  got  or  might  have  got  some  good  from  him." 

And  hearing  from  the  great  God  was  an  exercise  of  like  satisfaction 
unto  the  soul  of  this  good  man,  with  speaking  either  to  him  or  of  him. 
He  was  a  mighty  student  of  the  sacred  Bible ;  and  it  was  unto  him  as  his 
necessary  food.  He  made  the  Bible  his  companion  and  his  counsellor,  and 
the  holy  lines  of  Scripture  more  enamoured  him  than  the  profane  ones  of 
Tully  ever  did  the  famous  Italian  cardinal.  He  would  not  upon  easy 
terms  have  gone  one  day  together  without  using  a  portion  of  the  Bible  as 
an  antidote  against  the  infection  of  temptation.  And  he  would  prescribe  it 
unto  others,  with  his  prohatum  esi*  upon  it;  as  once  particularly  a  pious 
woman,  vexed  with  a  wicked  husband,  complaining  to  him  that  bad  com- 
pany was  all  the  day  still  infesting  of  her  house,  "and  what  should  she 
do?"  he  advised  her,  "Take  the  Holy  Bible  info  your  hand,  when  the  bad 
company  comes,  and  you'll  soon  drive  them  out  of  the  house ;"  the  w 

*  U  has  been  liJBlcd. 
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made  the  experiment,  and  thereby  cleared  her  house  from  the  haunts  that 
had  molested  it.  Bj  the  like  way  it  was  that  he  cleared  his  heart  of  what 
he  was  loth  to  have  nesting  there.  Moreover,  if  ever  any  man  eould,  he 
might  pretend  unto  that  evidence  of  uprightness,  "Lord,  I  have  loved  the 
habitation  of  thine  house;"  for  he  not  only  gave  something  more  than  his 
presence  there  twice  on  the  Lord's  days,  and  once  a  fortnight  besides  on 
the  lectures  in  his  own  congregation,  but  he  niade  his  weekly  visits  unto 
the  lectures  in  the  neighbouring  towns;  how  often  was  he  seen  at  Eoston, 
Charleatown,  Cambridge,  Dorchester,  waiting  upon  the  word  of  God,  in 
recurring  opportunities,  and  counting  "a  day  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord 
better  than  a  thousand  I"  It  is  hardly  conceivable  how,  in  the  midst  of  so 
many  studies  and  labours  as  he  was  at  home  engaged  in,  he  could  possibly 
repair  to  so  many  lectures  abroad ;  and  herein  he  aimed,  not  only  at  his 
own  edification,  but  at  the  countenancing  and  eniouraging  of  the  lectures 
which  he  went  unto. 

Thus  he  took  heed  Oiat  he  might  hear,  and  he  took  as  much  heed  how 
he  heard;  he  set  himself  as  in  the  presence  of  the  eternal  6od,'as  the  great 
Constantine  used  of  old  in  the  assemblies  where  he  came,  and  said,  "  I  wili 
hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak ;"  he  expressed  a  diligent  attention, 
by  a  watchful  and  wakeful  posture,  and  by  turning  to  the  texts  quoted  by 
the  preacher;  he  expressed  a  suitable  affection  by  feeding  on  what  was 
delivered,  and  accompanying  it  with  hands  and  eyes  devoutly  elevated; 
and  they  whose  good  bap  'twas  to  go  home  with  him,  were  sure  of  having 
another  sermon  by  the  way  until  their  very  "hearts  burned  in  them." 
Lactantius  truly  said,  Non  est  vera  Heiigio,  quce  cum  Temph  relinquitur  ;*  but 
our  Eliot  always  carried  much  of  religion  with  him  from  the  house  of  God. 

In  a  word,  he  was  one  who  lived  in  heaven  while  he  was  on  earili;  and 
there  is  no  more  than  pure  justice  in  our  endeavours  that  he  should  live 
on  earth  after  he  is  in  heaven.  We  cannot  say  that  we  ever  saw  him  waVc- 
ing  any  whither  but  he  was  therein  "walking  with  God;"  wherever  he 
sat,  he  had  God  by  him,  and  it  was  in  the  everlasting  arms  of  God  that 
he  slept  at  night.  Methoughts  he  a  little  discovered  his  heavenly  way  of 
living,  when  walking  one  day  in  his  garden,  he  plucked  up  a  weed  that  he 
saw  now  and  then  growing  there,  at  which  a  friend  pleasantly  said  unto 
him,  "  Sir,  you  tell  us  we  must  be  heavenly-minded ;"  but  he  immediately 
replied,  "It  is  true;  and  this  is  no  impediment  unto  that,  for  were  I  sure 
to  go  to  heaven  to-morrow,  I  would  do  what  I  do  to-day."  From  such  a 
frame  of  spirit  it  was  that  once  in  a  visit,  finding  a  merchant  in  his  count- 
ing house,  where  he  saw  books  of  husiness  only  on  his  table,  but  all  his 
books  of  devotion  on  the  shelf,  he  gave  this  advice  unto  him:  "Sir,  here  is 
earth  on  the  table,  and  heaven  on  the  shelf;  pray  don't  sit  so  much  at  the 
table  as  altogether  to  forget  the  shelf;  let  not  earth  by  any  means  thrust 
heaven  out  of  your  mind." 
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Indeed,  I  cannot  give  a  fuller  description  of  liim,  tban  what  was  in  a 
paraphrase  that  I  have  heard  himself  to  make  upon  that  scriptare,  "Our 
conversation  is  in  heaven."    I  writ  from  him  as  he  uttered  it: 

"Behold,"  said  he,  "the  ancient  and  excellent  chnrneter  of  a  true  Christian;  lis  that  which 
Peter  calls  'holiness  in  all  manner  of  converaation;'  you  shall  not  find  a  Christian  out  of  the 
way  of  godly  conversation.  For,  fli'sl,  a  seventh  part  of  our  time  ia  all  spent  in  heaven,  when 
we  are  duly  lealoua  for,  and  zealous  on  the  Sabhath  of  God.  Besides,  God  has  wiitten  on 
the  head  of  the  Sabbath,  kemember,  which  looks  both  forwards  and  backwards,  and  thus  a 
good  part  of  the  week  will  be  spent  in  sabbatizing.  Well,  but  for  t^e  I'est  of  our  time! 
Why,  we  shall  have  that  spent  in  heaven,  ere  we  have  done.  For,  secondly,  we  have  many 
days  for  both  fasting  and  thanks^ving  in  our  pilgrimage;  and  here  ai'e  so  many  Sabbaths 
more.  Moreover,  thirdly,  we  have  our  lectures  every  week ;  and  pious  people  won't  miss 
them,  if  fhey  can  help  it.  Furthermore,  fourthly,  we  have  our  private  meetings,  wherein  we 
pray,  and  ang,  and  repeat  sermons,  and  confer  together  about  the  things  of  God;  and  being 
now  come  thus  far,  we  are  in  heaven  almost  every  day.  But  a  little  farther,  fifthly,  we  per- 
form family-duties  every  day;  we  have  our  morning  and  evening  sacrifices,  wherein  having 
read  the  Scriptures  to  our  families,  we  call  npon  the  narne  of  God,  and  ever  now  and  then 
carefully  catechise  those  tjiat  are  nndcr  our  charge.  Sixthly,  we  shall  also  have  our  daily 
devotions  in  our  closeta;  wherein  unto  suppliaOioii  before  the  Lord,  we  shall  add  some 
serious  meditation  upon  his  word;  a  David  will  be  at  this  work  no  less  than  thrioe  a  day. 
Seventhly,  we  have  likewise  many  scores  of  g'aeidations  in  a  day;  and  these  we  have,  like 
Nehemi^,  in  whatever  place  we  come  into.  Eighthly  we  have  our  occasional  thouglus  and 
our  oecaaonal  laOcs  upon  spiritual  matters;  and  we  have  our  occasional  acts  of  charity, 
wherein  we  do  lilte  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  every  day.  Ninthly,  in  our  callings,  in  onr 
dvil  callings,  we  keep  up  heavenly  frames;  we  buy  and  sell,  and  toil;  yea,  we  eat  and  drink, 
with  some  eye  both  to  the  command  and  the  honour  of  God  in  all.  Behold,  I  have  not  now 
left  an  inch  of  time  to  be  carnal;  it  is  all  engrossed  for  heaven.  And  yet,  lest  here  should 
not  be  enough,  lastiy,  we  have  our  spirilual  iwd/ore.  We  are  always  eneountring  the 
enemies  of  our  souls,  which  continually  raises  our  hearts  unto  our  Helper  and  I«ader  in  the 
heavens.  Let  no  man  say,  ''Tis  iraposable  to  live  at  this  rate;'  for  we  have  known  some 
lice  thus;  and  others  that  have  written  of  such  a  life  have  but  spun  a  web  out  of  thwr 
own  blessed  experiences.  New-England  has  example  of  this  life:  though,  alas!  'tis  to  be 
lamented  that  the  distractions  of  the  world,  in  too  many  professors,  do  becloud  the  beauty 
of  an  heavenly  conversation.  In  fine,  our  employment  lies  in  heaven.  In  the  morning,  if 
we  ask,  'Where  am  I  to  be  to  dayf  our  souls  must  answer,  'In  heaven.'  In  the  evening, 
if  we  ask,  'Where  have  I  been  to-day?  our  souls  may  answer,  'In  heaven.'  If  thou  art  a 
believer,  thou  art  no  stranger  to  heaven  while  thou  livest;  and  when  thou  diest,  heaven  will 
be  no  strange  place  to  thee;  no,  thou  hast  been  there  a  thousand  times  before." 

In  this  language  have  I  heard  Lim  express  himself;  and  he  did  what 

he  said ;  he  was  a  Boniface  as  well  as  a  Benedict;  and  he  was  one  of  those 

Qui  faciendo  docent,  qua  facienda  doceni,*  m  m 

It  might  he  said  of  him,  as  that  writer  characterises  Origen,  Qaemad- 
modum  docuit,  sic  vixit,  et  quemadmodum  viadt  sic  docuit,\ 

ARTICLE  n.— HIS  PARTICULAR  CARE  AND  ZEAL  ABOUT  THE  LORD'S  DAY. 

This  was  ih^ piety,  this  the  holiness  of  our  Eliot;  but  among  the  many 
instances  in  which  his  holiness  was  remarkable,  I  must  not  omit  his  exact 
"remembrance  of  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy," 

*  Who  teach  by  dsixff,  what  ttb  ooghl  to  do.  t  Aa  !ia  laugbt,  he  lived ;  snil  as  ho  lived,  he  tiiught. 
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It  has  been  truly  and  justly  observed,  that  our  whole  religion  fares 
according  to  onr  Sabbaths,  that  poor  Sabbatha  make  poor  Christians,  and 
that  a  strictness  in  our  Sabbaths  inspires  a  vigour  into  all  our  other  duties. 
Our  Eliot  knew  this,  and  it  was  a  most  exemplary  zeal  that  he  acknowl- 
edged the  Sabbath  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  withal.  Had  he  been  asked, 
Servasli  Dommicumf'  he  could  have  made  a  right  Christian  primitive 
answer  thereunto.  The  sun  did  not  set,  the  evening  before  the  Sabbath, 
till  he  had  begun  his  preparation  for  it;  and  when  the  Lord's  day  came, 
you  might  have  seen  "John  in  the  spirit"  every  week.  Every  day  was  a 
sort  of  Sabbath  to  him,  but  the  Sabbath-day  was  a  kind,  a  type,  a  taste  of 
Heaven  with  him.  He  laboured  that  he  might  on  this  high  day  have  no 
■words  or  ihoughts  but  such  as  were  agreeable  thereunto;  he  then  allowed 
in  himself  no  actions  but  those  of  a  raised  soul.  One  should  hear  nothing 
dropping  from  his  lips  on  this  day  but  the  miUc  and  honey  of  the  country, 
in  which  thereyet  "remains  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God ;"  and  if  he  beheld 
in  any  person  whatsoever,  whether  old  or  young,  any  profanation  of  this 
day,  he  would  be  sure  to  bestow  lively  rebukes  upon  it.  And  hence  also 
unto  the  general  engagements  of  a  covenant  with  God,  which  it  was  his 
desire  to  bring  the  Indians  into,  he  added  a  particular  article,  wherein  they 
bind  themselves,  mehguontamunat  Sabbath,  paliketeaunai  tohsohke  pomanta- 
mog;  i.  e.  "  to  remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it  holy,  as  long  as  we  live." 

The  mention  of  this  gives  me  an  opportunity,  not  only  to  recoramend  our 
departed  Eliot,  but  also  to  vindicate  another  great  man  unto  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  reverend  and  renowned  Owen,  in  his  elab- 
orate exercitations  on  the  Lord's  day,  had  let  fall  such  a  passage  as  this: 

"I  judge  that  the  observation  of  the  Lord's  day  is  to  be  eoimaensurate  unto  tho  use  of 
oar  nataral  strength  on  any  other  day — from  morning  to  night.  The  Lord's  day  is  to  be 
Bet  apart  unt«  tho  ends  of  an  holy  rest  unto  God,  by  every  one  according  as  bis  natural 
strength  will  enable  him  to  employ  himself  in  his  lawful  occasions  any  other  day  of  the  week." 

This  passage  gave  some  scandal  unto  several  very  learned  and  pious 
men;  among  whom  our  Eliot  was  one;  whereupon,  with  his  usual  zeal, 
gravity  and  sanctity,  he  wrote  unto  the  doctor  his  opinion  thereabout; 
who  returned  unto  him  an  answer  full  of  respect,  some  part  whereof  I 
shall  here  transcribe: 

"Astowhat  concerns  tJie '  natural  strength  of  man,' (siuth  he)  either  I  was  under  some 
cristake  in  my  es^yression,  or  you  seem  to  be  so,  in  jour  a^'preheniwn.  I  never  thought,  and 
1  hope  I  have  not  add,  (for  I  cannot  find  it,)  that  the  continuance  of  the  Sabbath  is  to  be 
commensurate  unto  the  natural  strength  of  man,  but  only  that  it  is  an  allowable  mean  of 
men's  continuance  in  Sabbath  duties;  which  1  suppose  you  will  not  deny,  lest  you  should 
cast  the  consciences  of  professors  into  inextricable  difficnlties. 

"When  first  I  engaged  in  that  work,  I  intended  not  to  have  spoken  one  word  about  the 

fraOiaA  observation  of  the  day;  but  only  tu  have  ende.ivoured  the  revival  of  a  truth,  which 

at  present  is  despised  and  contemned  among  us,  and  strenuously  opposed  by  sundry  divines 

of  the  United  Provinces,  who  call  the  doctrine  of  the  Sabbatli,  Figjaentum  Anglwanum.^ 

'  Hbyb  yon  Bitiellj' obeetved  llio  Lord's  day  f  t  An  Anglicim  potiun. 
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Upon  tlie  desii'c  of  some  lenrned  men  in  these  parts  it  was  that  I  undertook  the  vindication 
of  it  Havmg  now  diBoharged  the  debt,  which  in  this  matter  I  owed  unto  the  truth  and 
churcii  of  God,  though  not  as  I  ought,  yet  with  such  composition  as  I  hope  through  the  inter- 
poMtion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  might  find  acceptance  with  God  and  iiis  saints,  1  suppose 
!  shall  not  Bgdn  engage  on  that  subject. 

"I  suppose  there  is  scarce  any  one  alive  in  the  world  who  hath  more  repmaches  cast  upon 
him  than  I  have;  though  hitherto  God  has  been  pleased  in  some  measure  to  support  my 
spirit  under  them.  I  still  relieved  myself  by  this,  that  my  poor  endeavours  have  found 
acceptance  with  the  churches  of  Christ;  but  my  holy,  wise,  aiid  gracious  Father  sees  it  need- 
ful to  trj'  me  in  this  matter  also;  and  what  I  have  received  from  you  (which  it  may  be  con- 
tains not  your  sense  alone)  hath  printed  deeper,  and  left  a  greater  impression  upon  my  mind, 
than  all  the  virulent  rcvilings  and  false  accusations  I  have  met  withal  from  my  professed 
ndversariea.  1  do  acknowledge  unto  you  that  I  have  a  dry  and  barren  spirit,  and  I  do  heart, 
ily  beg  your  prayers  that  the  Holy  One  would,  notwithstanding  all  ray  sinful  provocations, 
water  me  from  above;  but  that  I  should  now  be  apprehended  to  have  given  a  wound  unto  holi- 
ness in  the  churches,  it  is  one  of  the  saddest  frowns  in  the  cloudy  brows  of  Divine  Providence. 

"The  doctrine  of  the  Sabbath  I  have  asserted,  though  not  as  it  should  be  done,  yet  as 
well  as  I  could;  the  dbsercation  of  it  in  holy  duties  unto  the  utmost  of  the  strength  for  them 
which  God  shall  be  pleased  to  give  us,  I  have  pleaded  for;  the  necessity  also  of  a  serious 
preparation  for  it  in  sundry  previous  duties,  I  have  declared  But  now  to  meet  wiUi  severe 
expressions — it  may  be  it  ia  the  will  of  God  that  vigour  should  hereby  be  given  to  my  for- 
mer discouragements,  and  that  there  is  a  call  in  it  to  surcease  from  these  kinds  of  labom's." 

I  have  transcribed  the  more  of  this  letter,  because  it  not  only  discovers 
the  concern  which  our  Eliot  had  for  the  Sabbath  of  GoJ,  but  also  it  may 
contribute  unto  the  world's  good  reception  and  perusal  of  a  "golden 
book"  on  that  subject,  written  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  persons  which 
the  English  nation  has  been  adorned  with. 

ABTICLB  in^HIS  EXEMPLARY  MOKIIFICATIOS. 

Thus  did  Eliot  endeavour  to  live  unto  God;  but  how  much  at  the  same 
time  did  he  die  unto  all  the  world? 

It  were  impossible  to  finish  the  lively  picture  of  this  pious  and  holy 
Eliot,  without  some  touches  upon  that  mortification  which  accompanied 
him  all  his  days;  for  never  did  I  see  a  person  more  mortified  unto  all  the 
pleasures  of  this  life,  or  more  unwilling  to  moult  the  wings  of  an  heaven- 
iDorn  soul  in  the  dirty  puddles  of  carnal  and  sensual  dehghts.  We  are 
all  of  us  compounded  of  those  two  things,  the  man  and  the  beast;  but  so 
powerful  was  the  man  in  this  holy  person,  that  it  kept  the  beast  ever  tyed 
with  a  short  tedder,  and  suppressed  the  irregular  calcitrations  of  it.  He 
became  so  nailed  unto  the.  Cross  of  the  Lord  Jeaus  Christ,  that  the  grand- 
eurs of  this  world  were  unto  him  just  what  they  would  be  to  a  dying 
man ;  and  he  maintained  an  almost  unparalleled  indifferency  toward  all 
the  pomps  which  mankind  is  too  generally  flattered  and  enchanted  with. 

The  "lust  of  the  flesh"  he  could  not  reconcile  himself  to  the  least  pam- 
pering or  indulging  of;  but  he  persecuted  it  with  a  continual  antipathy, 
being  upon  higher  principles  than  Tully  was  acquainted  withal  of  his 
mind,  jVbii  est  dignus  nomine  hominis,  qui  unum  diem  totum  velit  esSc  in  isto 


..Cioo^lc 


538  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEKICANA; 

genere  voluptatis.*  The  sleep  that  he  allowed  himself,  cheated  him  not  of 
his  morning  hours ;  but  he  reckoned  the  morning  no  less  a  friend  unto  the 
graces  than  the  mtises.  He  would  call  upon  students,  "I  pray  look  to 
it  that  you  be  niorniag  birds."  And  for  many  more  than  a  score  of  years 
before  he  died,  he  removed  his  lodging  into  his  study,  on  purpose  that, 
being  there  alone,  he  might  enjoy  his  early  mornings  without  giving  the 
disturbance  of  the  least  noise  to  any  of  his  friends,  whose  affections  to 
him  else  might  have  been  ready  to  have  called  "Master,  spare  thy  self." 
The  meat  upon  wMch  he  lived  was  a  cibus  simplex, — "an  homely  but  an 
wholesome  diet."  Eicli  varieties,  costly  viands,  and  poinant  sauces,  came 
not  upon  his  oum  table,  and  when  he  found  them  on  other  men's,  he  rarely 
tasted  of  them.  One  dish,  and  a  plain  one,  was  his  dinner;  and  when 
invited  unto  a  feast,  I  have  seen  him  sit  magnifying  of  God  for  the  plenty 
which  his  people  in  this  wilderness  were  within  a  few  years  arisen  to ;  but 
not  more  than  a  bit  or  two  of  all  the  dainties  taken  into  his  mouth  all  the 
while.  And  for  a  supper,  he  had  learned  of  his  loved  and  blessed  patron, 
old  Mr.  Cotton,  either  wholly '  to  omit  it,  or  to  make  a  small  sup  or 
two  the  utmost  of  it.  The  di-ink  which  he  still  used  was  very  small;  he 
cared  not  for  wines  or  drams,  and  I  believe  he  never  once  in  all  his  life 
knew  what  it  was  to  feel  so  much  as  a  noxious  fume  in  his  head  from  any 
of  them ;  good,  clear  watee  was  more  precious,  as  well  as  more  usual  with 
him,  than  any  of  those  liquors  with  which  men  do  so  frequently  spoil 
their  own  healths,  while  perhaps  they  drink  those  of  other  men.  When 
at  a  stranger's  house  in  the  summer  time,  he  has  been  entertained  with  a 
glass,  which  they  told  him  was  of  water  and  wine,  he  has  with  a  com- 
plaisant gravity  replyed  unto  this  purpose:  "Wine,  'tis  a  noble,  generous 
liquor,  and  we  should  be  humbly  thankful  for  it;  but,  as  I  remember, 
water  was  made  before  it!"  So  abstemious  was  he;  and  he  found  that, 
Oarere  suaviiaiihus  tstzs,-^  his  abstinence  had  more  sweetness  in  it,  than  any  of 
the  suseets  which  he  abstained  from;  and  so  willing  he  was  to  have  others 
■partake  with  him  in  that  sweetness,  that  when  he  has  thought  the  counte- 
nance of  a  minister  has  looked  as  if  he  had  made  much  of  himself,  he 
has  gone  to  him  with  that  speech,  "Study  mortification,  brother,  study 
mortification  1"  and  he  made  all  his  addresses  with  a  becoming  majesty. 

The  "lust  of  the  eye"  was  pat  out  by  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
was  in  a  manner  all  one  with  him  to  be  rich  or  poor.  It  could  not  be  said 
of  him,  "that  lie  sought  great  things  for  himself;"  but  what  estate  he 
became  owner  ot,  was  irom  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  husbandry  and 
industry  of  some  in  his  family,  rather  than  from  any  endeavours  of  his 
own.  Once  when  there  stood  several  kine  of  his  own  before  his  door,  his 
wife,  to  try  him,  asked  him,  "Whose  they  were?"  and  she  found  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  them.     He  could  not  endure  to  plunge  himself  into  secu- 
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lar  designs  and  affairs,  but  accounted  Sacerdos  in  foro*  as  wortby  of  cas- 
tigation  as  Mercator  in  Temph\f  he  thought  that  minister  and  market-man 
■were  not  unisom,  and  that  the  earth  was  no  place  for  Aaron's  holy  mitre 
to  be  laid  upon.  It  was  the  usage  of  most  parishes  in  the  country  to  have 
an  annual  rate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ministry,  adjusted  commonly 
by  the  select-men  of  the  towns;  which,  though  it  raised  not  any  exuber- 
ant salaries  for  the  ministers,  who  also  seldom  received  all  that  the  people 
had  contracted  for,  nevertheless  in  many  places  it  prevented  sore  tempta- 
tions from  befalling  those  that  were  "labouring  in  the  word  and  doctrine;" 
who  must  else  often  have  experienced  the  truth  of  Luther's  observation, 
Duriter  profecto  et  misere  viverent  Eoangdii  Ministri,  si  ex  Libra  populi  con- 
tributione  essent  sustentandi^  However,  for  his  part,  he  propounded  that 
what  stipend  he  had,  should  be  raised  by  contribution;  and  from  the  same 
temper  it  was,  that  a  kw  years  before  his  dissolution,  being  lefl;  without 
an  assistant  in  bis  ministry,  he  pressed  his  congregation  to  furnish  them- 
selves with  another  pastor;  and  in  his  application  to  them,  he  told  them, 
"  'Tis  possible  you  may  think  the  burden  of  maintaining  two  ministers 
may  be  too  heavy  for  you;  but  I  deliver  you  from  that  fear;  I  do  here 
give  hack  ray  salary  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  now,  brethren,  you 
may  fis  that  upon  any  man  that  God  shall  make  a  pastor  for  you."  But 
his  church,  with  an  handsome  reply,  assured  him  that  they  would  count 
his  very  presence  worth  a  salary,  when  he  should  be  so  snperanuated  as 
to  do  no  further  service  for  them. 

And  as  for  the  "pride  of  life,"  the  life  of  it  was  most  exemplarily  extin- 
guished in  him.  The  humility  of  his  heart  made  him  higher  by  the  head 
than  the  rest  of  the  people.  His  habit  and  spirit  were  both  such  as 
declared  him  to  be  among  the  lowly,  whom  God  has  most  respect  unto. 
His  apparel  was  without  any  ornament,  except  that  of  humility,  which  the 
apostle  elegantly  compares  to  a  knot  of  comely  ribbons,  in  the  text  where 
he  bids  us  to  be  cloathed  with  it;  any  other  flanting  ribbons  on  those  that 
came  in  his  way  he  would  ingeniously  animadvert  upon ;  and  seeing  some 
scholars  once  he  thought  a  little  too  gaudy  in  their  cloaths,  Humiliamini, 
Juv&nes,  Hii/miliamijni,%  was  his  immediate  compliment  unto  them.  Had 
you  seen  him  with  his  leathern  girdle  (for  such  an  one  he  wore)  about  his 
loins,  you  would  almost  have  thought  what  Herod  feared,  "That  John 
Baptist  was  come  to  life  again."  In  short,  he  was  in  all  regards  a  Nazar- 
ite  indeed;  unless  in  this  one,  that  Imig  hair  was  always  very  loathsome 
to  him;  he  was  an  acute  Bamist,  but  yet  he  professed  himself  a  lover  of  a 
Trichotomy.  Doubtless,  it  may  be  lawful  for  us  to  accommodate  the  lertgth 
of  our  hair  unto  the  modest  cuslorrts  which  vary  in  the  Churches  of  God; 
and  it  may  be  lawful  for  them  that  have  not  enough  of  their  own  hair  for 
their  own  health,  to  supply  themselves  according  to  the  sober  modes  of 
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the  places  they  Hve;  but  the  apostle  tells  us,  "Nature  teaches  us  that  if 
a  man  have  long  hair,  'tis  a  shame  to  him;"  where,  by  nature,  can  be 
meant  no  other  than  the  difference  of  sec,  as  the  word  elsewhere  is  used. 

Thus  Mr.  EUot  thought  that  for  men  to  wear  their  hair  with  a  luxurious, 
delicate,  fasminine  prolixity;  or  for  them  to  preserve  no  plain  distinction 
of  their  sex  by  the  hair  of  their  head  and  face;  and  much  more  for  men 
thus  to  disfigure  themselves  with  hair  that  is  none  of  their  own;  and,  most 
of  all,  for  ministers  of  the  gospel  to  ruffle  it  in  excesses  of  this  kind ;  may 
prove  more  than  we  are  well  aware  displeasing  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 
The  hair  of  them  that  professed  religion,  long  before  his  death,  grew  too 
long  for  him  to  swallow;  and  he  would  express  himself  continually  with 
a  boiling  zeal  concerning  it,  until  at  last  he  gave  over,  with  some  regret 
complaining,  "The  lust  is  become  insuperable  1"  I  know  not  whether 
that  horrible  distemper  prevailing  in  some  European  countries  known  by 
the  name  of  Plica  Pohnica*  wherein  the  hair  of  people  matted  into  ugly 
and  filthy  forms,  like  snakes  upon  their  heads,  which  whosoever  cut  off, 
presently  fell  blind  or  mad — I  say,  I  know  not  whether  this  disease  was 
more  odious  in  it  self  than  the  sweeter,  neater,  but  prolix  locks  of  many 
people  were  to  our  Ehot.  He  was  indeed  one  priscis  inoribus\  as  well  as 
antiqua  Jide;\  and  he  might  be  allowed  soniewhat  even  of  severity  in  this 
matter  on  that  account. 

AETICLE  IV.— ma  EXQUISITE  CHAIllTV. 

He  that  will  write  of  Eliot,  must  write  of  charity,  or  say  nothing.  His 
charity  was  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  bright  constellation  of  hia 
vertues,  and  the  rays  of  it  were  wonderfully  various  and  extensive. 

His  liberality  to  pious  uses,  whether  publiok  or  private,  went  much 
beyond  the  proportions  of  his  little  estate  in  the  world.  Many  hundreds 
of  pounds  did  he  freely  bestow  upon  the  poor;  and  he  would,  with  a  very 
forcible  importunity,  press  his  neighbours  to  join  with  him  in  such  benefi- 
cences. It  was  a  marvellous  alacrity  with  which  he  imbraccd  all  oppor- 
tunities of  relieving  any  that  were  miserable;  and  the  good  people  of 
Eoxbury  doubtless  cannot  remember  (but  the  righteous  God  will !)  how 
often,  and  with  what  ardors,  with  what  arguments,  he  became  a  beggar  to 
them  for  collections  in  their  assemblies,  to  support  such  needy  objects  as 
had  fallen  under  his  observation.  The  poor  counted  him  their  father,  and 
repaired  still  unto  him  with  a  filial  confidence  in  their  necessities;  and 
they  were  more  than  seven  or  eight,  or  indeed  than  so  many  scores,  who 
received  iheix  portions  of  his  bounty.  Like  that  worthy  and  fejnons  Eng- 
lish genera],  he  could  not  perswade  himself  "that  he  had  any  thing  but 
what  he  gave  away,"  but  he  drove  a  mighty  trade  at  such  exercises  as  he 
thought  would  furnish  him  with  iills  of  exchange,  which  he  hoped  "after 
many  days"  to  And  the  comfort  of;  and  yet,  after  all,  he  would  say,  like 
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one  of  tlie  moat  cbaritable  souls  tliat  ever  lived  in  the  world,  "  that  looking 
over  his  acounts,  he  could  no  where  find  the  God  of  heaven  charged  a 
debtor  there."  He  did  not  put  off  his  charity  to  be  put  in  his  Jast  will,  as 
many  who  therein  shew  that  their  charitt/  is  against  their  will;  but  he  was 
his  own  administrator;  he  made  his  own  hands  his  executors,  and  his  own 
eyes  his  overseers.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  liberal  men  are  often  lonff- 
live^.  men;  so  do  they  after  many  days  And  the  bread  with  which  they 
have  been  willing  to  keep  other  men  alive.  The  great  age  of  our  Eliot 
was  but  agreeable  to  this  remark;  and  when  his  age  had  unfitted  him  for 
almost  all  employments,  and  bereaved  him  of  those  gifts  and  parts  which 
once  he  had  been  accomplished  with,  being  asked,  "how  he  did?"  he 
would  sometimes  answer,  "Alas,  I  have  lost  every  thing;  my  understand- 
ing leaves  me,  my  memory  fails  me,  my  utterance  faOs  me;  but,  I  thank 
God,  my  charity  holds  out  still ;  I  find  that  rather  grows  than  fails  I"  And 
I  make  no  question,  that  at  his  death,  his  happy  soul  was  received  and 
welcomed  into  the  "everlasting  habitations,"  by  maily  scores  got  thither 
before  him,  of  such  as  his  charity  had  been  liberal  unto, 

But  besides  these  more  siAstantial  expressions  of  his  charity,  he  made 
the  odours  of  that  grace  yet  more  fragrant  unto  all  that  were  about  him, 
by  that  pittifulness  and  that  peaceahhness  which  rendered  him  yet  further 
amiable.  If  any  of  his  neighbourhood  were  in  distress,  he  was  like  a 
"brother  born  for  their  adversity,"  he  would  visit  them,  and  comfort  them 
with  a  most  fraternal  sympathy;  yea,  'tis  not  easy  to  recount  how  many 
whole  days  of  prayer  and  fasting  he  has  got  his  neighbours  to  keep  with 
hira,  on  the  behalf  of  those  whose  calamities  he  found  himself  touched 
withal.  It  was  an  extreme  satisfaction  to  him  that  his  wife  had  attained 
Tinto  a  considerable  skill  in  physich  and  chyrurgery,  which  enabled  her  to 
dispense  many  safe,  good,  and  useful  medicines  unto  the  poor  that  had 
occasion  for  them;  and  some  hundreds  of  sick  and  weak  and  maimed 
people  owed  praises  to  God  for  the  benefit  which  therein  they  freely 
received  of  her.  The  good  gentleman  her  husband  would  still  be  casting 
oyl  into  the  flame  of  that  charity,  wherein  she  was  of  her  own  accord 
abundantly  forward  thus  to  be  doing  of  good  unto  all;  and  he  would  urge 
her  to  be  serviceable  unto  the  worst  enemies  that  he  had  in  the  world. 
Never  had  any  man  fewer  enemies  than  he  I  but  once  having  delivered 
something  in  his  ministry  which  displeased  one  of  his  hearers,  the  man 
did  passionately  abuse  him  for  it,  and  this  both  with  speeches  and  with 
writings  that  reviled  him.  Yet  it  happening  not  long  after  that  this  man 
gave  himself  a  very  dangerous  wound,  Mr.  Eliot  immediately  sends  his 
wife  to  cure  him;  who  did  accordingly.  When  the  man  was  well,  he 
came  to  thank  her:  but  she  took  no  rewards;  and  this  good  man  made 
him  stay  and  eat  with  him,  taking  no  notice  of  all  the  calumnies  with 
which  he'had  loaded  him;  but  by  this  carriage  he  mollified  and  conquered 
the  stomach  of  his  rcvilcr. 
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He  was  also  a  great  enemy  to  all  contention,  and  would  ring  aloud  cour- 
feu  hell  wherever  he  saw  the_/ii-es  of  animoaity.  When  he  heard  any  min- 
isters complain  that  such  and  such  in  their  flocks  were  too  difficult  for 
them,  the  strain  of  his  answer  still  was,  "Brother,  compass  theml"  and 
"brother,  learn  the  meaning  of  those  three  little  words,  hear,  forbear,  for- 
give," Yea,  his  inclinations  iov peace,  indeed,  sometimes  almost  made  him 
to  sacrifice  right  it  self  When  there  was  laid  before  an  assembly  of  min- 
isters a  bundle  of  papers,  which  contained  certain  matters  of  difference 
and  contention  between  some  people  which  our  Eliot  thought  should 
rather  unite,  with  an  amnesty  upon  all  their  former  quarrels,  he  (with  some 
imitation  of  what  Constantine  did  upon  the  like  occasion)  hastily  threw 
the  papers  into  the  fire  before  them  all,  and,  with  a  zeal  for  peace  as  hot 
as  that  fire,  said  immediately,  "Brethren,  wonder  not  at  what  I  have  done; 
I  did  it  on  my  knees  this  morning  before  I  came  among  you,"  Such  an 
escess  (if  it  were  one)  flowed  from  his  charitable  inclinations  to  be  found 
among  those  peace-makers  which,  by  following  the  example  of  that  Man 
who  is  OTW  peace,  come  to  be  called,  "the  children  of  God."  Very  wor- 
thily might  he  be  called  an  Irenceus,  as  being  all  for  peace;  and  the  com- 
mendation which  Epiphanius  gives  unto  the  ancient  of  that  name,  did 
belong  unto  our  Eliot:  he  was  "a  most  blessed  and  a  most  holy  man." 
He  disliked  all  sorts  of  bravery:  but  yet  with  an  ingenious  note  upon  the 
Greek  word  in  Col,  iii.  15,  he  propounded,  "that  peace  might  brave  it 
among  us."  In  short,  wherever  he  came,  it  was  like  another  old  John, 
with  solemn  and  earnest  perawasives  to  love;  and  when  he  could  say  little 
else,  he  would  give  that  charge,  "My  children,  love  one  anotherl" 

Finally,  'twas  his  charity  which  disposed  him  to  continual  apprecations 
for,  and  benedictions  on  those  that  he  met  withal ;  he  had  an  heart  full  of 
good  wishes,  and  a  mouth  full  of  kind  blessings  for  them.  And  he  often 
made  his  expressions  very  wittily  agreeable  to  the  circumstances  which  he 
saw  the  persons  in.  Sometimes  when  he  came  into  a  family,  he  would 
call  for  all  the  young  people  in  it,  that  so  he  might  very  distinctly  lay  his 
holy  hands  upon  every  one  of  them,  and  bespeak  the  mercies  of  Heaven 
for  them  all. 

ART,  v.— SOME  SPECIAI.  ATTAINMENTS,  THAT  WEKE  THE  EFFECTS  OF  HIS  PIETY  AND  CIIARrTV. 

But  what  was  the  effect  of  this  exemplary  piety  and  charity  in  our 
Eliot?  It  will  be  no  wonder  to  my  reader,  if  I  tell  him  that  this  good 
man  "walked  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance  all  the  day  long,"  I 
believe  he  had  a  continual  assurance  of  the  divine  love,  marvellously  seal- 
ing, strengthening,  and  refreshing  of  him,  for  many  lustres  of  yearg  before 
he  died;  and  for  this  cause,  the  fear  of  death  was  extirpated  out  of  his 
heavenly  soul,  more  than  out  of  most  men  alive.  Had  our  blessed  Jesus 
at  any  time  sent  his  waggons  to  fetch  this  old  Jacob  away,  he  would  have 
gone  without  the  least  reluctanciea.     Labouring  once  under  a  fever  and 
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ague,  a  visitant  asked  him,  "how  he  did?"  and  he  replyed,  "Very  well, 
but  anon  I  expect  a  paroxism."  Said  the  yisitant,  "Sir,  fear  not;"  but 
unto  that  he  answered,  "Fear!  no,  no;  I  been't  afraid,  I  thank  God,  I 
been't  afraid  to  die  I"  Dyiny  would  not  have  been  any  more  to  him,  than 
sleeping  to  a  weary  man. 

And  another  excellency  which  accompanied  this  courage  and  comfort 
in  him  was,  a  wonderful  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  events. 
There  were  sore  aflictions  that  sometimes  befel  him,  especially  when  he 
followed  some  of  his  hopeful  and  worthy  sons — two  or  three  desirable 
preachers  of  the  gospel — to  their  graves.  But  he  sacrificed  them,  like 
another  Abraham,  with  such  a  sacred  indifferency,  as  made  all  the  specta- 
tors to  say,  "this  could  not  be  done  without  the  fear  of  God."  Yea,  he 
bore  all  his  trials  with  an  admirable  patience,  and  seemed  loth  to  have  any 
will  of  his  own,  that  should  not  be  wholly  melted  and  moulded  into  the 
will  of  bis  Heavenly  Father.  Once  being  in  a  boat  at  sea,  a  larger  vessel 
unhappily  over  run  and  over  set  that  little  one,  which  had  no  small  con- 
cerns (because  Eliot's)  in  the  bottom  of  it;  he  immediately  sunk  without 
any  expectation  of  ever  "going  to  heaven  any  other  way;"  and  when  he 
imagined  that  he  had  hut  one  breath  more  to  draw  in  the  world,  it  was 
this,  "the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done!"  But  it  was  "the  will  of  the  Lord" 
that  he  should  survive  the  danger;  for  he  was  rescued  by  the  help  that 
was  then  at  hand;  and  he  that  had  long  been  like  Moses  in  every  thing 
else,  was  now  "drawn  out  of  the  waters."  Which  gives  me  opportunity 
to  mention  one  remarkable  event  that  had  some  relation  hereunto.  This 
accident  happened  in  the  time  of  our  Indian  wars,  when  some  furious  Eng- 
lish people  that  clamoured  for  the  extirpation  of  the  praying  Indians  which 
were  in  subjection  unto  us,  as  well  as  the  Pagan  Indians  that  were  in  hos- 
tility against  us,  vented  a  very  wicked  rage  at  our  holy  Eliot,  because  of 
his  concernment  for  the  Indians;  and  one  profane  monster  hearing  how 
narrowly  Mr,  Eliot  escaped  from  drowning,  'tis  said,  he  wished  this  man 
of  God  had  then  been  drowned.  But  within  a  few  days  that  woful  "man, 
by  a  strange  disaster,  was  drowned  in  that  very  place  where  Mr.  Eliot  had 
received  his  deliverance. 

There  was  indeed  a  certain  health  of  soul  which  he  arrived  unto;  and 
he  kept  in  a  blessed  measure  clear  of  those  distempers  which  too  often  dis- 
order the  most  of  men.  But  the  God  of  heaven  favoured  him  with  some- 
thing that  was  yet  more  extraordinary  I  By  getting  and  keeping  near  to 
God,  and  by  dwelling  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty,  he  contracted 
a  more  exquisite  sense  of  mind  than  what  is  usual  among  other  professors 
of  Christianity ;  he  sometimes  felt  a  lively  touch  of  God  upon  his  reHned 
and  exalted  spirit,  which  were  not  in  any  paper  of  ours  lawful  or  easy  to 
be  uttered;  and  he  was  admitted  unto  a  8ingnl3.r  familiarity  with  the 
"Holy  One  of  Israel."  Hence  it  was,  that  as  bodies  of  a  rare  and  flne 
constitution  wiil  forebode  the  changes  of  the  weather,  so  the  sublimed  soul 
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of  our  Eliot  often  had  atmnge  forebodings  of  things  that  were  to  come.  I 
have  been  astonished  at  some  of  his  predictioiis,  that  were  both  of  a  more 
personal  and  of  a  more  general  application,  and  were  followed  with  exact 
apcomplishments.  If  he  said  of  any  affair,  "I  cannot  bless  it!"  it  was  a 
worse  omen  to  it  than  the  most  inauapioious  presages  in  the  world;  but 
sometimes,  after  he  had  been  with  God  in  prayer  about  a  thing,  he  was 
able  successfully  to  foretel,  "I  have  set  a  mart  upon  it;  it  will  do  welll" 
I  shall  never  forget  that  when  England  and  Ilolland  were  plunged  into 
the  unhappy  war,  which  the  more  sensible  Protestants  every  where  had 
hut  sorrowful  apprehensions  of,  our  Eliot  being  (in  the  height  and  heat 
of  the  war)  privately  asked,  "What  news  we  might  look  for  next?" 
answered,  unto  the  surprize  of  the  enquirer,  "Our  next  news  will  be  a 
peace  between  the  two  Protestant  nations;  God  knows  I  pray  for  it  every 
day;  and  I  am  verily  perswaded  we  shall  hear  of  it  speedily  I"  And  it 
came  to  pass  accordingly. 

It  is  to  be  confessed  that  the  written  word  of  God  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  perfect  and  only  rule  of  our  lives;  that  in  all  articles  of  religion, 
if  men  "speak  not  according  to  this  word,  there  is  no  light  in  themj"  and 
that  it  is  no  warrantable  or  convenient  thing  for  Christians  ordinarily  to 
look  for  such  inspirations  as  directed  the  prophets  that  were  the  pen-men 
of  the  Scriptures.  Nevertheless,  there  are  some  uncommon  instances  of 
communion  and  fruition  which  in  our  days  the  sovereign  God  here  and 
there  favours  a  good  man  withal ;  and  they  are  very  heavenly  persons — 
persons  well  purified  from  the  fcecuhnoies  of  sensuality,  and  persons  better 
purged  from  the  leaven  of  envy  and  malice  and  intolerable  pride,  than 
usually  those  vain  pretenders  to  revelations,  the  Quakers,  are,  that  are 
made  partakers  of  these  divine  dainties.  Now,  such  an  one  was  our  Eliot ; 
and  for  this,  "  worthy  to  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance." 

It  would  not  be  improper  under  this  file  to  lodge  the  singular  and  sur- 
prising successes  of  his  prayers  !  for  they  were  such,  that  in  our  distresses 
we  still  repaired  unto  him,  under  that  encouragement,  "He  is  a  prophet, 
and  he  shall  pray  for  thee,  and  thou  shalt  live."  I  shall  single  out  but 
one  from  the  many  that  might  be  mentioned. 

There  was  a  godly  gentleman  of  Charlestown,  one  Mr.  Foster,  who  with 
his  son  was  taken  captive  by  Turkish  enemies.  Much  prayer  was 
employed,  both  privately  and  publickly,  by  the  good  people  here,  for  the 
redemption  of  that  gentleman;  but  we  were  at  last  informed  that  the 
bloody  prince  in  whose  dominions  he  was  now  a  slave,  was  resolved  that 
in  his  life  time  no  prisoner  should  be  released;  and  so  the  distressed 
friends  of  this  prisoner  now  concluded  "our  hope  is  losti"  Well,  upon 
this,  Mr.  Eliot,  in  some  of  his  next  prayers,  before  a  very  solemn  congre- 
gation, very  broadly  begged,  "Heavenly  Father,  work  for  the  redemption 
of  thy  poor  servant  Foster;  and  if  the  prince  which  detains  him  will  not, 
as  they  say,  dismiss  him  as  long  as  himself  lives,  Lord,  we  pray  thee  to 
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kill  that  cruel  prince;  kill  him,  and  glorify  thy  self  upon  himl"  And 
now,  behold  the  answer:  the  poor  captived  gentleman  quickly  returns  to 
us  that  bad  been  mourning  for  him  as  a  lost  man,  and  brings  us  news  that 
tbe  prince  which  .had  hitherto  held  him,  was  come  to  an  untimely  death,  by 
which  means  he  was  now  set  at  liberty. 


UK,    ELIOT    AS    A    MINUTER. 

ARTICLE.  I,— HIS  MDilSTEKIAL  ACCOMPLISHMEBTS. 

The  Grace  of  God,  which  we  have  seen  so  illustriously  endowing  and 
adorning  of  our  Eliot,  as  well  qualified  him  for,  as  disposed  him  to  the 
employment  wherein  he  spent  about  six  decads  of  bis  years;  which  was 
"the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel." 
This  was  the  work  to  which  he  applied  himself;  and  he  undertook  it,  I 
believe,  with  as  right  thoughts  of  it  and  as  good  ends  in  it  aa  ever  any  man 
in  our  days  was  acted  with.  He  looked  upon  the  conduct  of  a  churcli  as 
a  thing  no  less  dangerous  than  important,  and  attended  with  so  many  diffi- 
enltiea,  temptations,  and  humiliations,  aa  that  nothing  but  a  call  from  the 
Son  of  God  could  have  encouraged  him  unto  the  auseeption  of  it.  He 
saw  that/esA  and  bhod  would  And  it  no  very  pleasant  thing  to  be  obliged 
unto  the  oversight  of  a  number,  that  by  a  solemn  covenant  should  be  listed 
among  the  voluntiers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  that  it  was  no  easy  thing 
to  feed  the  souls  of  such  a  people,  and  of  the  children  and  the  neighbours, 
which  were  to  be  brought  into  the  same  sheepfold  with  them;  to  bear 
their  manners  with  all  patience,  not  being  by  any  of  their  infirmities  dis- 
couraged from  teaching  of  them,  and  from  watching  and  praying  over 
them ;  to  value  them  highly,  aa  "  the  flock  which  God  has  purchased  with 
his  own  blood,"  notwithstanding  all  their  miscarriages;  and  in  all  to 
examine  the  rule  of  Scripture  for  the  warrant  of  whatever  shall  be  done; 
and  to  remember  the  day  of  judgment,  wherein  an  account  must  be  given 
of  all  that  lias  been  done;  having  in  the  mean  time  no  expectation  of  the 
riches  and  grandeurs  which  accompany  a  viorUly  domination.  It  was 
herewithal  his  opinion,  "that  (as  the  great  Owen  expresses  it)  notwitli- 
standing  all  the  countenance  that  is  given  to  any  church  by  the  publick 
magistracy,  yet  whilst  we  are  in  this  world,  those  who  will  faithfully  dis- 
charge their  duty,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  shall  have  need  to  be  pre- 
pared for  sufferings;"  and  it  was  in  a  sense  of  these  things  that  he  gave 
himself  up  to  the  sacred  ministry,  A  stranger  to  regeneration  can  be  but 
poorly  accomplished  for  such  a  ministry;  very  truly  says  the  incompar- 
able Alsted,  Impii  quidam  Homines  egregie  videntur  callere  tk  BuXayaiJ.sva, 
revera  lamen  ilia  Cognitio  Eerum  Theohgicarum  est  aesiXayo;,  quia'  fieri  no7i 
Vol.  L— 35 
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potest  ut  Cognitio  vere  Theohgica,  haUtet  in  Cards  non  Theologo*  And  how- 
ever God  may  prosper  the  sermona  of  Bach  a  man  for  the  advantage  of 
his  church:  however  the  building  of  the  ark  may  be  helped  on  by  such 
carpenters  as  perish  in  the  flood;  and  the  Tyrians  may  do  some  work 
about  the^  temple,  who  arrive  to  no  worship  in  the  inner-courts  thereof; 
and,  aa  Austin  expressed  it,  a  stone-cutter  may  convey  water  into  a  garden, 
without  having  himself  any  advantage  of  it;  nevertheless,  the  unsanctitied 
minister,  how  gifted,  how  able  soever  he  may  be,  must  have  it  still  said 
unto  him,  "Thou  laekest  one  thing!"  And  that  one  thing  our  Eliot  had. 
But  the  one  thing  was  not  all!  as,  indeed,  it  would  not  have  been  enough. 
God  furnished  him  with  a  good  measure  of  karning  too,  which  made  him 
capable  to  "divide  the  word  aright."  He  was  a  most  acute  grammarian; 
and  understood  very  well  the  languages  which  God  first  wrote  his  Holy 
Bible  in.  He  had  a  good  insight  into  all  the  other  liberal  arts,  and  made 
little  systems  of  them  for  the  use  of  certain  Indians,  whose  exaoter  educa- 
catioK  he  was  desirous  of.  But,  above  all,  he  had  a  most  eminent  skill  in 
theology;  and  that  which  profane  scoffers  reproached,  as  the  disgrace  of 
the  blessed  Alting,  (all  of  whose  works  always  weigh  down  the  purest , 
gold^  was  the  honour  of  our  Eliot,  namely,  to  be  Scripturaritis  T}iwlogus,-\ 
or  "one  mighty  in  the  "Word ;"  which  enables  him  to  convince  gainsayers, 
and  on  many  occasions  to  show  himself,  "a  workman  that  needed  not 


In  short,  he  came  in  some  degree,  like  another  Bezaleel  or  Aholiah, 
unto  the  service  of  the  tabernacle.  And  from  one  particularity  in  that 
part  of  his  learning  which  Jay  in  the  affairs  of  the  tabernacle,  it  was,  that 
in  a  little  book  of  his  we  have  those  lines  which,  for  a  certain  cause,  I 
now  transcribe:  "Oh  that  the  Lord  would  put  it  (says  he)  into  the  heart 
of  some  of  his  religious  and  learned  servants,  to  take  s^ioh  pains  about 
the  Hebrew  language  as  to  fit  it  for  universal  use!  Considering  that, 
above  all  languages  spoken  by  the  lip  of  man,  it  is  most  capable  to  be 
enlarged,  and  fitted  to  express  all  things  and  motions  and  notions,  that 
our  humane  intellect  is  capable  of  in  this  mortal  life — considering  also 
that  it  is  the  invention  of  God  himself— and  what  one  is  fitter  to  be  the 
universal  language,  than  that  which  it  pleased  our  Lord  Jesus  to  make 
use  of,  when  he  spake  from  heaven  unto  Paul !" 

In  fine,  though  we  have  had  greater  scholars  than  be,  yet  he  hath  often 
made  me  think  of  Mr.  Samuel  Ward's  observation:  "In  observing,  I  have 
observed  and  found  that  divers  great  clerks  have  had  but  little  fruit  of 
their  ministry,  but  hardly  any  truly  zealous  man  of  God  (though  of  lesser 
gifts)  but  have  had  much  comfort  of  their  labours  in  their  own  and  bor- 
dering parishes;  being  in  this  likened  by  Gregory  to  the  iron  on  the 
smith's  anvil,  sparkling  round  about." 

•  Somo  irrallgicua  men  gmw  besuUfully  eatueal  about  aome  laiVsn  of  Tbeologj',  while  in  i-enl  IruUi  their 
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ARTICLE  ll^ma  FAMILY-GOVLRNMEKT. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  recitiog  and  requiring  qualiflcations  of  a  gospel 
minister,  gives  order  that  he  be  "the  husband  of  one  wife,  and  one  that 
ruleth  well  his  own  house,  having  his  children  in  subjection  with  all  grav- 
ity." It  seems  that  a  man's  carriage  in  his  own  house  is  a  pari,  or  at  least 
a  syn,  of  hia  due  deportment  in  the  house  of  God  :  and  then,  I  am  sure, 
our  Eliot's  was  very  exemplary.  That  "one  wife"  which  was  given  to 
him  truly  ^m  the  Lord,  he  loved,  prized,  cherished,  with  a  kindness  that 
notably  represented  the  compassion  which  he  (thereby)  taught  his  church 
to  expect  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  after  he  had  lived  with  her 
for  more  than  half  an  hundred  years,  he  followed  her  to  the  grave  with 
lamentations  beyond  those  which  the  Jews,  from  the  figure  of  a  letter  in 
the  text,  affirm  that  Abraham  deplored  his  aged  Sarah  with ;  her  depart- 
ure made  a  deeper  impression  upon  him  than  what  any  common  affliction 
could.  His  whole  conversation  with  her  had  that  sweetness,  and  that  grav- 
ity and  modesty  beautifying  it,  that  every  one  caJled  them  Zachary  and  Eliz- 
abeth. His  family  was  a  little  Bethel  for  the  worship  of  God  constantly 
and  exactly  maintained  in  it;  and  unto  the  daily  prayers  of  the  family, 
his  manner  was  to  prefix  the  reading  of  the  Scripture;  which  being  done, 
it  was  also  his  manner  to  make  his  young  people  to  chuse  a  certain  pas- 
sage in  the  chapter,  and  give  him  some  observation  of  their  own  upon  it. 
Ey  this  method  he  did  mightily  sharpen  and  improve,  as  well  as  try  their 
understandings,  and  endeavour  to  make  them  "wise  unto  salvation,"  He 
was  likewise  very  strict  in  the  education  of  his  children,  and  more  careful 
to  mend  any  error  in  their  hearts  and  lives,  than  he  could  have  been  to 
cure  a  blemish  in  their  bodies.  No  exorbitancies  or  extravagancies  could 
find  a  room  under  his  roof,  nor  was  hia  house  any  other  than  a  school  of 
piety;  one  might  have  there  seen  a  perpetual  mixture  of  a  Spartan  and  a 
Christian  discipline.  "Whatever  decay  iJiere  might  be  upon  family-religion 
among  us,  as  for  our  Eliot,  we  "knew  him,  that  he  would  command  his 
children,  and  his  household  after  him,  that  they  should  keep  the  way  of 
the  Lord," 

ni.— HIS  WAV  OP  PREACHING. 


Such  was  he  in  his  lesser  family!  and  in  his  greats  family,  he  mani- 
fested still  more  of  his  regards  to  the  rule  of  a  gospel-ministry.  To  his 
congregation,  he  was  a  preacher  that  made  it  hia  care,  to  "give  every  one 
their  meat  in  due  season."  It  was  food  and  not  Jivl!i,  which  in  his  publick 
sermons  he  entertained  the  souls  of  his  people  with ;  he  did  not  starve 
them  with  empty  and  windy  speculations,  or  with  such  things  as  Animum 
non  dant,  quia  -non  habent;'*  much  less  did  he  kill  them  with  such  poyaon 
as  is  too  commonly  exposed  by  the  Arminian  and  Socinian  doctors  that 
have  too  often  sat  in  Moses's  chair.    His  way  of  preaching  was  very  plain; 
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SO  that  the  very  lamhs  might  wade  into  his  diseoiirses  on  those  texts  and 
themes  wherein  elephants  might  swim;  and  herewithal,  it  was  very  pow- 
erful ;  his  delivery  was  always  very  graceful  and  gratefnl ;  but  *heii  he 
was  to  use  reproofs  and  warnings  against  any  sin,  hia  voice  would  rise 
iuto  a  warmth  which  had  in  it  very  much  of  energy  as  well  as  deceucy ; 
he  would  sound  the  trumpets  of  God  against  all  vice,  with  a  most  pene- 
trating liveliness,  and  make  his  pulpit  another  Mount  Sinai  for  the  flashes 
of  lightning  therein  displayed  against  the  breaches  of  the  law  given  upon 
that  burning  mountain.  And  I  observed  that  there  was  usually  a  special 
fervour  in  the  rebukes  which  he  bestowed  upon  carnality — a  carnal  frame 
and  life  in  professors  of  religion  ;  when  he  was  to  brand  the  earthly-mind- 
edness  of  church-members,  and  the  Eillowance  and  the  indulgence  which 
they  often  gave  unto  themselves  in  sensual  delights,  here  he  was  a  right 
Boanerges;  he  then  spoke,  as  it  was  said  one  of  the  ancients  did,  Quot 
verba  tot  ^hdmina — as  many  thunderbolts  as  words. 

It  was  another  property  of  his  preaching,  that  there  was  evermore  much 
of  Ohkist  in  it;  and  with  Paul  he  could  say,  "I  determined  to  know  noth- 
ing but  Jesua  Christ,"  having  that  blessed  name  in  his  discourses  with  a 
frequency  like  that  with  which  Paul  mentions  it  in  bis  epistles.  As  it  was 
noted  of  Dr.  Bodly,  that  whatever  subject  he  were  upon,  in  the  applica- 
tion still  hia  use  of  it  would  be,  "  to  drive  men  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :" 
in  like  manner,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  the  loadstone  which  gave  a 
touch  to  all  the  sermons  of  our  Eliot;  a  glorious,  precious,  lovely  Christ, 
was  the  point  of  heaven  which  they  still  verged  unto.  From  this  inclina- 
tion it  was,  that  although  he  printed  several  English  books  before  he  dyed, 
yet  his  heart  seemed  not  so  much  in  any  of  them,  as  in  that  serious  and 
savoury  book  of  his,  entltuled,  "  T!ie  Harmony  of  ike  Gospels  in  the  Holy 
History  of  Jesus  Christ."  From  hence  also  it  was  that  he  would  give  that 
advice  to  young  preachers,  "Pray  let  there  be  much  of  Christ  in  your 
ministry;"  and  when  he  had  heard  a  sermon  which  had  any  special  relish 
of  a  blessed  Jesus  in  it,  be  would  say  thereupon,  "O  blessed  be  God,  that 
we  have  Christ  so  much  and  so  well  preached  in  poor  New-Englandl" 

Moreover,  he  liked  no  preaching  but  what  had  been  tvell  studied  for; 
and  he  would  very  much  commend  a  sermon  which  he  could  perceive  had 
required  some  good  thinhing  and  reading  in  the  author  of  it,  I  have  been 
present  when  he  has  unto  a  preacher  then  just  come  home  from  the  assem- 
bly with  him  thus  expressed  himself:  "Brother,  there  was  oyl  required 
for  the  service  of  the  sanctuary;  but  it  must  be  beaten  oyl.  I  praise  God 
that  I  saw  your  oyl  so  well  beaten  to  day ;  the  Lord  help  us  always  by 
good  study  to  beat  our  oyl,  that  there  may  be  no  knots  in  our  sermons 
left  undissolved,  and  that  there  may  a  clear  light  be  thereby  given  in  the 
house  of  Godl"  And  yet  he  likewise  looked  for  something  in  a  sermon 
beside  and  beyond  the  meer  study  of  man ;  he  was  for  having  the  Spirit 
of  God,  breathing  in  it  and  with  it ;  and  he  was  for  s 
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from  those  impressions  and  with  lliose  affectiona,  which  might  compel  the 
hearer  to  say,  "The  spirit  of  God  was  here!"  I  have  heard  him  complain, 
"It  is  a  sad  thing  when  a  sermon  shall  have  that  one  thing,  the  tSpirit  of 
Qod,  wanting  in  it." 


But  he  remembered  thit  he  had  limbs  m  hia  Hook  and  like  another 
David  he  could  not  enluie  to  see  the  lun  seize  uyon  any  of  them.  He 
always  bad  a  mighty  concern  upon  his  mind  for  little  chil  Iren;  it  was  an 
affectionate  stroke  in  o  e  of  the  httle  fapers  which  he  published  for  them, 
"Sure  Christ  is  not  wilhng  to  lose  his  lambs;"  and  I  have  cause  to  remem- 
ber with  what  an  hearty,  fervent,  zealous  application,  he  addressed  him- 
seli^  when  in  the  name  of  the  neighbour  pastors  and  churches  he  gave  me 
"the  right  hand  of  their  fellowship"  at  my  ordination,  and  said,  "Broth'er, 
art  thou  a  lover  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Then,  I  pray,  feed  his  lambs." 

One  thing  whereof  he  was  very  desirous  for  poor  children  was  the 
covenanting  of  them;  he  was  very  solicitous  that  the  lambs  might  pass 
under  the  Lord's  "tything  rod,"  and  be  brought  under  the  "bond  of  the 
covenant."  He  very  openly  and  earnestly  maintained  the  cause  of  infant- 
baptism,  against  a  sort  of  persons  risen  since  the  reformation,  (among 
which  indeed  there  are  many  godly  men  that  were  dear  to  the  soul  of  our 
Eliot,)  who  forget  that  in  the  gospel  church  state,  as  well  as  in  the  Jew- 
ish, "the  promise  is  to  believers  and  their  children:"  and  are  unwill- 
ing to  reckon  children,  among  the  disciples  of  Jeaus  Christ:  or  to  grant 
that  "of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven:"  or  to  know  that  the  most 
undoubted  records  of  antiquity  affirm  infant-baptism  to  have  been  an  usage 
in  all  the  primitive  churches ;  that  even  before  the  early  days  of  Nazianzen, 
Chrysostom,  Basil,  Athanasius,  Epiphanius,  in. the  Greek,  and  Ambrose, 
Jerom,  Austin,  in  the  Latin  church — -all  of  which  give  glorious  testimo- 
nies for  infant-baptism — even  Cyprian,  before  these,  assures  us  that  in  hia 
days  there  was  no  donbt  of  it;  and  Origen  before  him  could  say,  "'Twaa 
from  the  apostles  that  the  church  took  up  the  baptism  of  infants;"  and 
Clemens  Eomanus  before  him  could  say,  "That  children  should  be  reci- 
pients of  the  discipline  of  Christ;"  besides  what  plain  evidence  we  have 
in  Irenreus  and  Justin  Martyr;  and  that  the  very  arguments  with  which  some 
of  the  ancients  did  auperstitiously  advise  the  delay  of  baptism,  do  at  the 
same  time  confess  the  divine  'right  of  infants  in  it.  Our  Eliot  couid  by 
no  means  look  upon  the  infants  of  godly  men  as  unholy  and  unbelievers, 
and  unfit  subjects  to  have  upon  them  a  mark  of  dedication  to  the  Lord. 

"Wherefore,  when  there  was  brought  among  us  a  book  of  pious  Mr. 
Noreott'a,  whereby  some  becamo  disposed  to,  or  conflrmed  in  a  prejudice 
against  Psedo  baptism,  it  was  not  long  before  Mr,  Eliot  published  a  little 
answer  thereunto;  the  first  lines  whereof  presently  discovered  what  a 
temper  he  wrote  it  with;  says  he,  "The  book  speaks  with  the  voice  of  a 
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lamb,  and  I  think  tlie  author  is  a  godly,  though  erring  brother;  but  he 
acts  the  cause  of  a  roaring  lion,  who  by  all  crafty  ways  seeketh  to  devour 
the  poor  lambs  of  the  floek  of  Christ."  And  so  he  goes  on  to  plead  llie 
cause  of  them  that  "  cannot  speak  for  themselves."  No  man  could  enter- 
tain a  person  of  a  different  perswasion  from  himself  with  more  sweetness 
and  kindness  than  he,  when  he  saw  Aligidd  Ohristi*  or  the  fear  of  God 
prevailing  in  them;  he  could  uphold  a  most  intimate  correspondence  witli 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Jessey,  as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  yet  be  knew  how  to 
be  an  hammer  upon  their  unhappy  errors. 

Biit  having  once  baptized  the  children  of  his  neighbours,  he  did  not,  as 
too  many  ministers  do,  think  that  he  had  now  done  with  them.  No; 
another  thing  wherein  he  was  very  laborious  for  poor  children  was,  the 
catechidng  of  them;  he  kept  up  the  great  ordinance  of  catechising,  both 
publickly  and  privately,  and  spent  in  it  a  world  of  time.  About  the  end 
of  the  second  century,  before  there  bad  in  the  least  begun  to  start  up  na.o 
officers  in  the  church  of  God,  we  find  there  were  persons  called  unto  the 
of&ce  of  publick  teaching,  who  were  not  pastors,  not  rulers,  not  called 
unto  the  administration  of  other  ordinances ;  those  in  the  church  of  Alex- 
andria were  of  a  special  remark  and  renown  for  their  abilities  this  way; 
and  their  employment  was  to  ex-plain  and  defend  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion  niito  all  with  whom  they  could  be  concerned.  Here 
was  the  cateehist,  with  reference  unto  whom  the  apostle  says,  "Let  the 
catechised  communicate  unto  him  in  all  good  things."  Now,  though  some 
think  a  teacher,  purely  as  such,  hath  no  right  unto  further  church  admin- 
istrations, any  more  than  the  Babbis  or  doctors  among  the  Jews  had  to 
"offer  sacrifices  in  the  temple;"  yet  he  wbo  is  called  to  be  a  teacher^  may 
at  the  same  time  also  be  called  to  be  an  elder ;  and  being  now  a  teaching  elder, 
he  becomes  interested  in  the  whole  government  of  the  church ;  he  has  the 
power  of  all  sacred  administrations.  It  is  the  latter  and  more  com  pleat  and 
perfect  character,  which  the  churches  of  New-England  have  still  acknowl- 
edged in  their  teachera;  and  such  a  teaching  elder  did  our  Eliot  remem- 
ber himself  to  be.  He  thought  himself  under  a  particular  obligation  to 
be  that  officer  which  the  apostle  calls  in  1  Cor.  iv.  15,  "An  instructor  of 
the  young;"  nor  was  he  ashamed,  any  more  than  some  of  the  worthiest 
men  among  the  ancients  were,  to  be  called  a  cateehist.  He  would  observe 
upon  Joh.  xxi,  15,  "That  the  care  of  the  lambs,  is  one  third  part  of  the 
charge  over  the  Church  of  God,"  It  would  be  incredible  if  I  should 
relate  what  pains  he  took  to  keep  up  the  blessed  echo's  of  truth  between 
himself  and  the  young  people  of  his  congregation;  and  what  prudence 
he  used  in  suiting  of  his  catechisms  to  the  age  and  strength  of  his  little 
catechumens.  But  one  thing  I  must  observe,  which  is,  that  although  there 
may  be  (as  one  has  computed)  no  less  than  five  hundred  catechisms 
extant,  yet  Mr,  Eliot  gave  himself  the  travail  of  adding  to  their  number, 
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by  composing  of  some  further  eatcobisma,  which  were  more  particularly 
designed  as  an  antidote  for  his  own  people  against  the  contagion  of  such 
errors  as  might  threaten  any  peculiar  danger  to  them.  And  the  e^ed  and 
success  of  this  catechising,  bore  proportion  to  the  indefatigable  industry 
with  which  he  prosecuted  it;  it  is  a  well  principled  people  that  he  has  lefl 
behind  him.  As  when  certain  Jesuits  were  sent  among  the  Waldenses  to 
corrupt  their  children,  they  returned  with  much  disappointment  and  con- 
fusion, because  the  children  of  seven  years  old  were  well  principled  enough 
to  encounter  the  most  learned  of  them  all ;  so,  if  any  seducers  were  let  loose 
to  wolve  it  among  the  good  people  of  Eoxbury,  I  am  confident  they  would 
find  as  little  prey  in  that  well-instructed  place,  as  in  any  part  of  all  the 
country;  no  civil  penalties  would  signify  so  much  to  save  any  people 
from  the  snares  of  busy  hereticks,  as  the  unwearied  catechising  of  one 
Eliot  has  done  to  preserve  his  people  from  the  gangren  of  ill  opinions. 

There  is  a  third  instance  of  his  regards  to  the  welfare  of  the  poor  chil- 
dren under  his  charge:  and  that  is,  his  perpetual  resolution  and  activity 
to  support  a  good  school  in  the  town  that  belonged  unto  him,  A  gram- 
mar-school he  would  always  have  upon  the  place,  whatever  it  cost  him; 
and  he  importuned  all  other  places  to  have  the  like.  I  cannot  forget  the 
ardour  with  which  I  once  heard  him  pray,  in  a  synod  of  these  churches 
which  met  at  Boston  to  consider  "how  the  miscarriages  which  were  among 
US  might  be  prevented ;"  I  say,  with  what  fervour  he  uttered  an  expres- 
sion to  this  purpose:  "Lord,  for  schools  every  where  amobg  usi  That 
our  schools  may  flourish  I  That  every  member  of  this  assembly  may  go 
home,  and  procure  a  good  school  to  be  encouraged  in  the  town  where  he 
lives!  That  before  we  die,  we  may  be  so  happy  as  to  see  a  good  school 
encouraged  in  every  plantation  of  the  country."  God  so  blessed  his 
endeavours,  that  Roxbury  could  not  live  quietly  without  a  fi-ee  school  in 
the  town ;  and  the  issue  of  it  has  been  one  thing,  which  has  made  me 
almost  pot  the  title  of  Schola  Illustris  upon  that  little  nursery ;  that  is, 
that  Eoxbury  has  afforded  more  scholars — first  for  the  colledge,  and  then 
for  the  publick— than  any  town  of  its  bigness,  or,  if  I  mistake  not,  of 
twice  its  bigness  in  all  New-England.  From  the  spring  of  the  school  at 
Eoxbury,  there  have  run  a  large  number  of  the  "streams  which  have 
made  glad  this  whole  city  of  God."  I  perswade  my  self  that  the  good 
people  of  Eosbury  will  for  ever  scorn  to  begrutch  the  cost,  or  to  permit 
the  death  of  a  school  which  God  has  made  such  an  honour  to  them;  and 
this  the  rather,  because  their  deceased  Eliot  has  left  them  a  fair  part  of 
his  estate  for  the  maintaining  of  the  school  in  Boxbury;  and  I  hope,  or 
at  least  I  wish,  that  the  ministers  of  New-England  may  be  as  ungainsay- 
ably  importunate  with  their  people  as  Mr.  Eliot  was  with  his,  for  schools 
which  may  seasonably  tinge  the  young  souls  of  the  rising  generation. 
A  want  of  education  for  them,  ia  the  blackest  and  saddest  of  all  the  bad 
omens  that  are  upon  us. 
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ARTICLE  v.— His  CHURCH  DISCIPLINE, 


It  yet  more  endears  unto  us  the  memory  of  our  Eliot  that  he  was  not 
only  an  evangelical  minister,  but  also  a  true  New-English  one;  he  was  a 
Protestant  and  a  Paritan,  and  one  very  full  of  that  spirit  which  actuated 
the  first  planters  of  this  country  in  their  peaceahh  secession  from  the  unwar- 
rantable things  elsewhere  imjiosed  upon  their  consciences.  The  judgment 
and  jyraclice  of  one  that  readily  underwent  all  the  misery  attending  the 
infancy  of  this  plantation,  for  the  sake'  of  a  true  church  order,  is  a  thing 
which  we  young  people  should  count  worthy  to  be  enquired  after;  and 
since  "we  saw  him  so  well  "behaving  himself  in  the  house  of  God,"  it  can- 
not but  be  worth  while  to  know  what  he  thought  about  the  frame,  and 
form,  and  constitution  of  that  blessed  house. 

He  was  a  modest,  humble,  but  very  reasonable  n  on -conformist  unto  the 
cer&nonies  which  have  been  such  unhappy  apples  of  sti-ife  in  the  Church 
of  England ;  otherwise  the  dismal  thickets  of  America  had  never  seen 
sach  a  person  in  them. 

It  afflicted  him  to  see  these,  and  more  such  as  these,  things  continued 
in  the  Church  of  England,  by  the  artifice  of  certain  persons  who  were 
loth  to  have  the  reformation  carried  on  unto  those  further  degrees  which 
the  most  eminent  of  the  first  reformers  had  in  their  holy  designs. 

We  see  what  was  not  his  opinion !  But  let  us  hear  what  it  was.  It 
was  his  as  well  as  his  master,  the  great  Eamus's  principle,  "that  in  the 
reformation  of  churches,  to  be  now  endeavoured,  things  ought  to  be 
reduced  unto  the  order  wherein  we  find  them  at  their  primitive,  original, 
apostolical  institution,"  And  in  pursuance  of  this  principle,  he  justly 
espoused  that  way  of  church-government  which  we  call  the  congrega- 
tional; he  was  fully  perswaded,  that  the  church  state  which  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  hath  instituted  in  the  New-Testament,  is,  "In  a  congregation 
or  society  of  professed  believers,  agreeing  and  assembling  together  among 
themselves,  with  ofUcera  of  divine  appointment  for  the  celebration  of 
evangelical  ordinances,  and  their  own  mutual  edification;"  for  he  saw  it 
must  be  a  cruel  hardship  used  upon  the  Scriptures,  to  make  them  so  much 
as  lisp  the  least  intimation  of  any  other  chureh-atate  prescribed  unto  us; 
and  he  could  assert,  "That  no  approved  writers,  for  the  space  of  two  hun- 
dred years  after  Christ,  make  any  mention  of  any  other  organical,  visible, 
professing  church,  but  that  only  which  is  congregational."  He  looked 
Upon  the  congregational  way  as  a  largess  of  divine  bounty  bestowed  by 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on  his  people,  that  followed  him  into  this  wilder- 
ness, with  a  peculiar  zeal  for  communion  with  him  in  his  pure  worship 
here.  He  perceived  in  it  a  sweet  sort  of  temperament,  between  rigid  Pres- 
byterianism  and  levelling  Brownism ;  so  that  on  the  one  side,  the  liberties 
of  the  people  are  not  oppressed  and  overlaid ;  on  the  other  side,  the  author- 
ity of  the  elders  is  not  rendred  insignificant,  but  a  due  balance  is  herein 
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kept  upon  them  both,  and  hence  he  closed  wjth  owe  "platform  of  church- 
discipline,"  as  being  the  nearest  of  what  he  had  yet  seen  to  the  directions 
of  Heaven. 

He  could  not  comprehend  that  this  church-state  can  arise  from  any 
other  formal  cause,  but  the  consent,  concurrence,  confederation  of  those 
concerned  in  it;  he  looked  upon  a  lelation  unto  a  church,  as  not  a  natural, 
or  a  violent,  but  a  voluntary  thing,  ind  =(o  thit  it  is  to  be  entred  no  other- 
wise than  by  an  holy  covenant,  oi,  as  the  Scripture  speaks,  by  "giving 
our  selves  first  unto  the  Lord,  and  then  one  unto  another."  He  could 
not  think  that  baptism  alone  wit,  to  be  accounted  the  cause,  but  rather  the 
e0ict,  of  church  member-ship,  inasmuch  as,  upon  the  dissolution  of  the 
church  to  which  a  man  belongs,  bis  ha^twn  would  not  become  a„nullity : 
nor  that  meer^o/(;ssib)iwo<ddiender  men  members  of  this  or  that  church; 
for  then  it  would  be  impossible  to  cut  off  a  corrupt  member  from  that 
body  politic:  nor  that  meet  cohuhitafwn  would  make  church  members; 
for  then  the  vilest  infidels  would  be  actually  incorporated  with  us.  And. 
a  covenant  was  all  that  he  now  saw  remainmg  in  the  inventory. 

But  for  the  svhjects  to  be  admitted  by  churches  unto  all  the  privileges 
of  this  fellowship  with  them,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  such  as  a  trying 
charity,  or  a  cJiaritable  iryal,  should  pronounce  regenerate.  He  found  the 
first  churches  of  the  gospel  mentioned  in  the  Scripture  to  be  "churches 
of  saints;"  and  that  the  apostles  writing  to  them,  still  acknowledge  them 
to  be  holy  brethren,  and  sucb  as  were  made  "meet  for  to  be  partakers  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light;"  and  that  a  main  end  of  church-fel- 
lowship, is  to  represent  unto  the  world  the  qualifications  of  those  that 
shall  "ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  stand  in  his  holy  place  for 
ever."  He  would  therefore  have  Bona  Mens,  and  Pumm  pectus,  and 
Vita  Innocens,*  required,  as  Lactantius  tells  us  they  were  in  his  days,  of 
all  communicants  at  the  table  of  the  Lord;  and,  with  holy  Chrysostom,  he 
would  sooner  have  given  his  heart  blood,  than  the  cup  of  the  Lord  unto  such 
as  had  not  the  hopeful  marks  of  our  Lord's  disciples  on  them.  The 
churches  of  Kew-England  still  retain  a  custom  which  the  great  Justin 
Martyr,  in  the  second  century,  assures  us  to  have  been  in  the  primitive 
churches  of  his  time;  namely,  "To  examine  those  they  receive,  not  only 
about  their  perswasiou,  but  also  whether  they  have  attained  unto  a  work 
of  grace  upon  their  souls."  In  the  prosecution  hereof,  besides  the  enqui- 
ries of  the  elders  into  the  knowledge,  and  belief,  and  conversation  of  them 
that  offer  themselves  unto  church-fellowship,  it  is  expected,  though  I  hope 
not  with  any  severity  of  imposition,  that  in  the  addresses  which  they  make 
to  the  churches,  they  give  written,,  if  not  oral  account,  of  what  impressions  the 
regenerating  word  of  God  has  had  upon  their  souls.  This  was  a  custom  which 
this  holy  man  had  a  marvellous  esteem  and  value  for ;  and  Ihave  taken  from 
his  mouth  such  as  these  expressions  very  publickly  delivered  thereabouts: 
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"  It  is  matter,"  snid  he, "  of  great  thankfulness,  that  we  have  Christ  confessed  in  our  churches, 
by  such  as  we  receive  to  full  coinnmnion  there.  They  open  the  works  of  Christ  in  their 
hearts,  find  the  rdalimi  thereof  ia  an  eminent  conft^sion  of  our  Lord;  experienced  saints 
can  gather  more  than  a  little  from  it.  It  is  indeed  an  ordinance  of  wonderful  benefit;  the 
Lord  planted  many  "vineyards  in  the  first  settlement  of  this  country,  and  there  were  many 
noble  vines  in  them;  it  was  their  heavenly-mindedness  which  disposed  them  to  this  exercise, 
and  by  the  upholding  of  it  the  churches  are  still  tilled  with  noble  vines;  it  mightily  main- 
tains purity  of  churches.  It  is  the  doty  of  every  ChristLin, '  With  the  mouth  confession  ia 
made  unto  salvation.'  As  among  the  Jews,  usually  most  men  did  once  in  tlicir  life  celebrate 
a  jubilee,  thus  this  confession  of  Christ  is  meUiiiilis  a  sort  of  jubilee;  and  every  good  man 
among  us  is  at  least  once  in  his  life  called  unto  it.  It  is  a  thing  that  ^vea  great  glory  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  younger  converts  are  thereby  exceedingly  edifyed;  and  the  souls 
of  devout  Christians  are  hereby  very  much  ingratiated  one  unto  onother.  The  devil  knows 
what  he  does,  when  he  thmsta  so  hard  to  get  tiis  cnstom  oat  of  our  churches.  For  my  part, 
I  would  Jay  in  this  case,  'Get  thee, behind  me,  Satan;  thou  givest  an  horrible  offence  unto 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'  Let  us  keep  up  this  ordinance  with  all  gentleness;  and  where  we 
see  the  least  spark  of  gruee  held  forth,  let  ns  priie  it  more  than  all  the  ml  In  tlie  world." 

There  were  especially  two  things  which  he  was  loth  to  see,  and  yet 
feared  he  saw,  falling  in  the  churches  of  New-England,  One  was,  a  thor- 
ough establishment  of  ruling  elders  in  our  churches;  which  he  thought 
sufficiently  warranted  by  the  apostles'  mention  of,  "elders  that  rule  well, 
who  yet  labour  not  in  word  and  doctrine."  He  was  very  desirous  to  have 
prudent  and  gracious  men  set  over  our  churches,  for  the  assistance  of  their 
pastors  in  the  church  acts  that  concern  the  admission  and  exclusion  of 
members,  and  the  ins^pection  of  the  conversation  led  by  the  communicant, 
and  the  instruction  of  ihda  several  families,  and  the  wjsiiaiwwi  of  the  afflicted 
in  their  flock,  over  which  they  should  preside.  Such  "  helps  in  govern- 
ments" had  he  himself  been  blessed  withal;  the  last  of  which  was  the 
well-deserviug  Elder  Bowles;  and  of  him  did  this  good  man,  in  a  speech 
to  a  synod  of  all  the  churches  in  this  colony,  take  occasion  to  say,-  "  There 
is  my  brother  Bowles,  the  godly  elder  of  our  church  at  Eoxbury,  God 
helps  him  to  do  great  things  among  us  I"  Had  all  our  pastors  been  so 
well  accommodated,  it  is  possible  there  would  be  more  encouragement 
given  to  such  an  office  as  that  of  ruling  elders. 

But  the  mention  of  a  Synod  brings  to  mind  another  thing,  which  he 
was  concerned  that  we  might  never  want;  and  that  is,  a  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  needful  synods  in  our  churches.  Eor  though  he  had  a  deep  and  a 
due  care  to  preserve  the  "rights  of  particular  churches,"  yet  he  thought 
all  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  their  union  in  what  tbey  pro- 
fess,  in  what  they  intend,  and  in  what  they  enjoy,  so  compacted  into  one 
lody  mystical,  as  that  all  the  several  particular  churches  every  where 
should  act  with  a  regard  unto  the  good  of  the  whole,  and  unto  the  com- 
mon advice  and  couTtcil  of  the  neighbourhood;  which  cannot  be  done 
always  by  letters  missive  like  those  that  passed  between  Corinth  and  Rome 
in  the  early  days  of  Christianity;  but  it  requires  a  convention  of  the 
churches  in  synods,  by  their  delegates  and  messengers.     He  did  not  count 
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cliurciies  to  te  so  independent,  as  that  they  can  always  discbarge  their  whole 
duty,  and  yet  not  act  in  conjunction  with  neighbour  churches;  nor  would 
he  hQ  of  any  church  that  will  not  acknowledge  it  self  accountable  to  rightly 
composed  synods,  which  may  have  occasion  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  it;  he  saw  the  main  interest  and  business  of  churches  might 
quickly  come  to  be  utterly  lost,  if  synods  were  not  called  for  the  repairing 
of  inconveniences,  and  he  was  much  in  contriving  for  the  regular  and 
repeated  meeting  of  such  assemblies. 

He  wished  for  councils  to  suppress  all  damnable  heresies  or  pernicious 
opinions  that  might  ever  arise  among  us;  for  councils  to  extingui^;h  all 
dangerous  divisions  and  scandalous  contentious  which  might  ever  begin 
to  flame  in  our  borders;  for  councils  to  rectify  all  male-administrations 
in  the  midst  of  us,  or  to  recover  any  particular  churches  out  of  any  dis- 
orders which  they  may  be  plunged  into:  for  councils  to  enquire  into  the 
love,  the  peace,  the  holiness  maintained  by  the  several  churches;  in  fine, 
for  councils  to  send  forth  fit  labourers  into  those  parts  of  our  Lord's  har- 
vest which  are  without  the  gospel  of  God.  He  beheld  an  apostolical  pre- 
cept and  pattern  for  such  councils;  and  when  such  councils  convened  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  bj  the  consent  of  several  churches 
concerned  in  mutual  communion,  have  declared,  explained,  recommended 
the  mind  of  God  from  his  word  unto  us,  he  reckoned  a  truth  so  deliv- 
ered, challenged  an  observation  from  the  particular  churches  with  a  very 
great  authority. 

He  therefore  printed  a  little  book  wearing  this  title:  "The  Divine  Man- 
agement of  &ospel  Churches  hy  the  Ordinance  of  Councils,  constituted  in  order 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  which  may  he  a  means  of  uniting  those  two  holy 
and  eminent  parties,  the  Prebyterians  and  the  Congregational,"  It  is  a 
remarkable  concession  made  by  the  incomparable  Jurieu,  who  is  not  reck- 
oned a  Congregational  man,  'in  bis  "  Traite  de  L'  Unite  de  L'^lise,"  That 
the  "apostolical  cburclies  lived  not  in  any  confederation  for  mutual 
dependence.  The  grand  equipage  of  Metropolitans,  of  Primates,  of 
Exarchs,  of  Patriarchs,  was  yet  unknown;  nor  does  it  any  more  appear 
to  us  that  the  churches  then  had  their  provincial,  national,  and  cecumen- 
ical  synods;  every  church  was  its  own  mistress,  and  independent  on  any 
other."  But,  on  the  other  side,  our  Eliot,  who  was  no  Presbyterian,  con- 
ceived synods  to  be  the  institutions  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  "apos- 
tolical churches  themselves"  acknowledging  a  stamp  of  "divine  right" 
upon  them. 

Such  as  these  were  the  sentiments  of  our  Eliot;  and  his  deserved  repu- 
tation in  the  churches  of  Kew-Bngland,  is  that  which  has  caused  me  to 
foresee  some  advantage  and  benefit  arising  unto  the  concerns  of  the  gos- 
pel, by  so  large  a  recitation  as  I  have  now  made  thereof. 

The  reader  has  now  seen  an  able  minister  of  the  New- Testament. 
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PART  III. 
OR,    ELIOT    AS    AN   EVANGEUST. 

The  titles  of  a  Christian  and  of  a  minister  have  rendred  our  Eliot  eon- 
Biderable;  but  there  is  one  memorable  title  more,  by  which  he  has  been 
signalized  unto  us.  An  honourable  person  did  once  in  print  put  the  name 
of  an  evangelist  upon  him ;  whereupon,  in  a  letter  of  his  to  that  person, 
afterwards  printed,  his  expressions  were,  "There  is  a  redundance/  where 
you  put  the  title  of  Evangelist  upon  me;  I  beseech  yon  suppress  all  such 
things;  let  us  do  and  speak  and  carry  all  things  with  humility;  it  is  the 
Lord  who  hath  done  what  is  done;  and  it  is  most  becoming  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  lifl  up  him,  and  lay  our  selves  low ;  I  wish  that  word 
could  be  obliterated."  My  reader  sees  what  a  caution  Mr.  Eliot  long 
since  entred  against  our  giving  him  the  title  of  an  evangelist;  but  his 
death  has  now  made  it  safe,  and  his  life  had  long  made  it  just,  for  us  to 
acknowledge  him  with  such  a  title.  I  know  not  whither  that  of  an  evan- 
gelist, or  one  separated  for  the  employment  of  preaching  the  gospel  in 
such  places  whereunto  churches  have  hitherto  been  gathered,  be  not  an 
office  that  should  be  continued  in  our  days;  but  this  I  know,  that  our 
Eliot  very  notably  did  the  service  and  business  of  such  an  officer. 

Cambden  could  not  reach  the  height  of  his  conceit  who  bore  in  his 
shield  a  salvage  of  America,  with  his  hand  pointing  to  the  sun,  and  this 
motto:  Mihi  Accessu,  Tihi  Mecessu.*  Eeader,  prepare  to  behold  this 
device  illustrated! 

^  The  natives  of  the  country  now  possessed  by  the  New-En  glanders 
had  been  forlorn  and  wretched  heathen  ever  since  their  first  herding  here; 
and  though  we  know  not  when  or  how  those  Indians  first  became  inhabit- 
ants of  this  mighty  continent,  yet  we  may  guess  that  probably  the  devil 
decoyed  those  miserable  salvages  hither,  in  hopes  that  the  gospel  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  never  come  here  to  destroy  or  disturb  his  ahso- 
lute  empire  over  them.  '  But  our  Eliot  was  iu  such  ill  terms  with  the  devil, 
as  to  alarm  Lim  with  sounding  the  silver  trumpets  of  Heaven  in  his  ter- 
ritories, and  make  some  noble  and  zealous  attempts  towards  ousting  him 
of  ancient  possessions  here.  There  were,  I  think,  twenty  several  nations 
(if  I  may  call  them  so)  of  Indians  upon  that  spot  of  ground  which  fell 
under  the  iniluence  of  our  Three  United  Colonies ;  and  our  Eliot  was  will- 
ing to  rescue  as  many  of  them  as  he  could  from  that  old  usurping  laTtd- 
lord  of  America,  who  is,  "by  the  wrath  of  God,  the  prince  of  this  world." 

I  cannot  find  that  any  besides  the'Holy  Spirit  of  God  first  moved  him 
to  the  blessed  work  of  evangelizing  these  perishing  Indians;  it  was  that 
Holy  Spirit  which  laid  before  his  mind  the  idea  of  that  which  was  on  the 
seal  of  the  Massachuset  colony :  a  poor  Indian  having  a  label  going  frmn 
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ftis  mouth,  mOi  a  come  over  and  help  us.  It  was  tke  spirit  of  our  Lord 
Jesua  Christ,  which  enkindled  in  him  a  pitty  for  the  dark  souls  of  these 
natives,  whom  the  "god  of  this  world  had  blinded,"  through  all  the  hy- 
past  ages.  He  was  none  of  those  that  make  "the  salvation  of  the  heathen" 
an  article  of  their  creed;  hut  (setting  aside  the  unrevealed  and  extraor-' 
dioary  stejis  which  the  "  Holy  One  of  Israel"  may  take  out  of  his  iisual 
paths)  he  thought  men  to  be  lost  if  our  gospel  he  hidden  from  them ;  and 
he  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  one  of  the  ancients,  who  said,  "Some 
have  endeavoured  to  prove  Plato  a  Christian  till  they  prove  themselves 
little  better  than  heathens."  It  is  indeed  a  principle  in  the  Turkish 
Alcoran,  that  "let  a  man's  religion  be  what  it  will,  he  shall  be  saved,  if 
he  conscientiously  live  up  to  the  rules  of  it :"  hut  our  Eliot  was  no  Mahom- 
etan. He  could  most  heartily  subscribe  to  that  passage  in  the  articles  of 
the  Church  of  England,  "They  are  to  be  held  accursed  who  presume  to 
say,  that  every  man  shall  be  saved  by  the  law  or  sect  which  he  professetb, 
so  that  he  be  diligent  to  frame  his  life  according  to  that  law  and  light  of 
nature;  for  Holy  Scripture  doth  set  out  unto  us  only  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  whereby  men  must  be  saved."  And  it  astonished  him  to  see  many 
dissembling  subscribers  of  those  articles,  while  they  have  grown  up  to  such 
a  fhrmsy  as  to  deny  peremptorily  all  church  state,  and  ali  saltation  to  all 
that  are  not  under  Diocesan  Bishops,  yet  at  the  same  time  to  grant  that  the 
heathen  might  be  saved  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jeaus  Christ. 
But  when  this  charitable  pitty  had  once  began  to  flame,  there  was  a 
concurrence  of  many  things  to  cast  oyl  into  it.  All  the  good  men  in  the 
country  were  glad  of  his  engagement  in  such  an  undertaking;  the  minis- 
ters especially  encouraged  him,  and  those  in  the  neighbourhood  kindly 
supplyed  his  place,  and  performed  his  work  in  part  for  him  at  Boxbnry, 
while  he  was  abroad  labouring  among  them  that  were  vMiout.  Hereunto 
he  was  further  awakened  by  those  expressions  in  the  royal  charter,  in  the 
assurance  and  protection  whereof  this  wilderness  was  first  peopled ;  namely, 
"To.  win  and  incite  the  natives  of  that  country  to  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  in  our  royal  intention,  and  the  adventurer's  free  profession  is 
the  principal  end  of  the  plantation."  And  the  remarkable  zeal  of  the 
Romish  missionaries,  "compassing  sea  and  land,  that  they  might  make  pro- 
selytes," made  his  devout  soul  think  of  it  with  a  iurther  disdain,  that  we 
should  come  any  whit  behind  in  our  care  to  evangelize  the  Indians  whom 
we  dwelt  among.  Lastly,  when  he  had  well  begun  this  evangelical  busi- 
ness, the  good  God,  in  an  answer  to  his  prayers,  mercifully  stirred  up  a 
liberal  contribution  among  the  godly  people  in  England  for  the  promoting 
of  it;  by  means  whereof  a  considerable  estate  and  income  was  at  length 
entrusted  in  the  hands  of  an  honourable  corporation,  by  whom  it  is  to  this 
day  very  carefully  employed  in  the  Christian  service  which  it  was  designed 
for.     And  then,  in  short,  inasmuch  as  our  Lord  Jesus  had  bestowed  on 
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US,  our  Eliot  was  gratefully  and  generously  desirous  to  obtain  for  Kim 
"the  heathen  for  ao  inheritance,  and  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth  for  a 
possession." 

The  exemplary  charity  of  this  excellent  person  in  this  important  affair, 
will  not  be  seen  in  its  due  lustres,  unless  we  make  some  reflections  upon 
several  circumstances  which  he  beheld  these  forlorn  Indians  in.  Know, 
then,  that  these  doleful  creatures  are  the  veriest  mines  of  mankind  which 
are  to  be  found  any  where  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  No  such  estates 
are  to  be  expected  among  them,  as  have  been  the  hails  which  the  pretended 
converters  in  other  countries  have  snapped  at.  One  might  see  among 
them  what  an  hard  master  the  devil  is  to  the  most  devoted  of  his  vassals  1 
These  abject  creatures  live  in  a  country  full  of  mines;  we  have  already 
made  entrance  upon  our  iron;  and  in  the  very  surface  of  the  ground 
among  us,  it  is  thought  there  lies  copper  enough  to  supply  all  this  world; 
besides  other  mines  hereafter  to  be  exposed;  but  our  shiftless  Indians 
were  never  owners  of  so  much  as  a  knife  till  we  come  among  them;  their 
name  for  an  English  man  was  a  Knife-man;  stone  was  instead  of  metal 
for  their  tools;  and  for  their  coins,  they  have  only  little  beads  with  holes 
in  them  to  string  them  upon  a  bracelet,  whereof  some  are  white;  and  of 
these  there  go  six  for  a  penny;  some  are  black  or  bliie;  and  of  these,  go 
three  for  a  penny :  this  wampam,  as  they  call  it,  is  made  of  the  shell-flsh 
which  lies  upon  the  sea-coast  continually. 

They  live  in  a  country  where  we  now  have  all  the  conveniencies  of 
human  life:  but  as  for  them,  their  housing  is  nothing  but  a  few  mats  tyed 
about  poles  fastened  in  the  earth,  where  a  good  fire  is  their  bed-clothes  in 
the  coldest  seasons;  their  clothing  is  but  skin  of  a  beast,  covering  theif 
hind-parts,  their  fore-parts  having  but  a  little  apron,  where  nature  calls 
for  secrecy ;  their  diet  has  not  a  greater  dainty  than  their  Nokehick— -that 
is,  a  spoonful  of  their  parched  meal,  with  a  spoonful  of  water,  which  wilt 
strengthen  them  to  travel  a  day  together;  except  we  should  mention  the 
flesh  of  deers,  bears,  mose,  rakoons,  and  the  like,  which  they  have  when 
they  can  catch  them;  as  also  a  little  fish,  which,  if  they  would  preserve, 
it  was  by  drying,  not  by  salting;  for  they  had  not  a  grain  of  salt  in  the 
world,  I  think,  till  we  b&stowed  it  on  them.  Their  physick  is,  excepting  a 
few  odd  specificks,  which  some  of  them  encounter  certain  cases  with,  noth- 
ing hardly  but  an  hot-house  or  a  powaw;  their  hot-house  is  a  little  cave, 
about  eight  foot  over,  where,  after  they  have  terribly  heated  it,  a  crew  of 
them  go  sit  and  sweat  and  smoke  for  an  hour  together,  and  then  imme- 
diately run  into  some  very  cold  adjacent  brook,  without  the  least  mischief 
to  them;  it  is  this  way  they  recover  themselves  from  some  diseases,  par- 
ticularly from  the  French;  but  in  most  of  their  dangerous  distempers,  it 
is  a  powaw  that  must  be  sent  for;  that  is,  a  priest,  who  has  more  famiii- 
arity  with  Satan  than  his  neighbours;  this  conjurer  comes  and  roars,  and 
howls,  and  uses  magical  ceremonies  over  the  sick  man,  and  will  be  well 
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piud  for  it  wbea  he  has  done;  if  this  don't  effect  the  cure,  the  "man's  time 
ia  come,  and  there's  an  end." 

They  live  in  a  country  full  of  the  best  ship-timber  under  heaven:  but 
never  saw  a  ship  till  some  came  from  Earope  hither;  and  then  they  were 
scared  out  of  their  wits  to  see  the  monster  come  sailing  in,  and  spitting  fire 
with  a  mighty  noise  out  of  her  floating  side;  they  cross  the  water  in  can- 
oes, made  sometimes  of  trees,  which  they  hum  and  hew,  till  they  have 
hollowed  them ;  and  sometimes  of  barks,  which  they  stitch  into  a  light 
sort  of  a  vessel,  to  be  easily  carried  over  land;  if  they  overset,  it  is  but  a 
little  paddling  like  a  dog,  and  they  are  soon  where  they  were. 

Their  way  of  living  ia  infinitely  barbarous:  the  men  are  most  abomin- 
ably slothful;  making  their  poor  squaws,  or  wives,  to  plant  and  dress, 
and  barn  and  beat  their  corn,  and  build  their  wigwams  for  them:  which 
perhaps  may  be  the  reason  of  their  extraordinary  ease  in  childbirth.  In 
the  mean  time,  their  chief  employment,  when  they'll  condescend  unto  any, 
is  that  of  hunting;  wherein  they'll  go  out  some  scores,  if  not  hundreds 
of  them  in  a  company,  driving  all  before  them. 

They  continue  in  a  place  till  they  have  burnt  up  al!  the  wood  there- 
abouts, and  then  they  pluck  up  stakes;  to  follow  the  wood,  which  they 
cannot  fetch  home  unto  themselves;  hence  when  they  enquire  about  the 
English,  "Why  come  they  hither?"  they  have  themselves  very  learnedly 
determined  the  case,  '"Twas  because  we  wanted  firing,"  No  arts  are 
understood  among  them,  except  just  so  far  as  to  maintain  their  brutish 
conversation,  which  is  little  more  than  is  to  be  found  among  the  very 
bevers  upon  our  streams. 

Their  division  of  time  is  by  sleeps,  and  moons,  and  winters;  and,  by 
lodging  abroad,  they  have  somewhat  observed  the  motions  of  the  stars; 
among  which  it  has  been  surprising  unto  me  to  find  that  they  have  always 
called  "Charles's  Wain"  by  thp  name  of  PauJcunnaimw,  or  tJie  Sear, 
which  is  the  name  whereby  Europeans  also  have  distinguished  it.  More- 
over, they  have  little,  if  any,  traditions  among  them  worthy  of  our  notice ; 
and  reading  and  writing  is  altogether  unknown  to  them,  though  there  is 
a  rock  or  two  in  the  country  that  has  unaccountable  characters  engraved 
upon  it.  All  the  religion  they  have  amounts  unto  thus  much:  they 
believe  that  there  are  many  gods,  who  made  and  own  the  several  nations 
of  the  world;  of  which  a  certain  great  Ood  in  the  south-west  regions  of 
heaven  bears  the  greatest  figure.  They  believe  that  every  remarkable 
creature  has  a  peculiar  god  within  it  or  about  it:  there  is  with  them  a 
iSun  God,  a  Mo<m  God,  and  the  like;  and  they  cannot  conceive  but  that 
the  fire  must  be  a  kind  of  a  god,  inasmuch  as  a  spark  of  it  will  soon  pro- 
duce very  strange  effects.  They  believe  that  when  any  good  or  ill  hap- 
pens to  them,  there  is  the  favour  or  the  anger  of  a  god  expressed  in  it; 
and  hence,  as  in  a  time  of  calamity,  they  keep  a  dance,  or  a  day  of  extrav- 
agant ridiculous  devotions  to  their  god;  so  in  a  time  of  prosperity  they 
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likewise  have  &  feast,  wherein  they  also  make  presents  one  unto  another. 
Finally,  they  believe  that  their  chief  god  {Kaulantovnt)  made  a  man  and  a 
woman  of  a  stone;  which,  upon  dislike,  he  broke  to  pieces,  and  made 
another  man  and  woman  of  a  tree,  which  were  the  fountains  of  mankind; 
and  that  we  all  have  in  us  immortal  souk,  which,  if  we  were  godly,  shall 
go  to  a  splendid  entertainment  with  Kautantowit,  but  otherwise  must 
wander  about  in  restless  horror  for  ever.  But  if  you  say  to  them  any 
thing  of  a  resurrection,  they  will  reply  upon  you,  "I  shall  never  believe 
itl"  And  when  they  have  any  weighty  undertaking  before  them,  it  is  an 
usual  thing  for  them  to  have  their  assemblies,  wherein,  after  the  usage  of 
some  diabolical  rites,  a  devil  appears  unto  them,  to  inform  them  and 
advise  them  about  their  circumstances;  and  sometimes  there  are  odd 
events  of  their  making  these  applications  to  the  devil.  For  instance,  it 
is  particularly  aiBrmed  that  the  Indians,  in  their  wars  with  us,  finding  a 
sore  inconvenience  by  our  dogs,  which  would  make  a  sad  yelling  if  in 
the  night  they  scented  the  approaches  of  them,  they  sacrificed  a  dog  to 
the  devil;  after  which  no  English  dog  would  bark  at  an  Indianfor  divers 
months  ensuing.  This  was  the  miserable  people  which  our  Eliot  pro- 
pounded unto  himself  to  teach  and  save!  And  he  had  a  double  work 
incumbent  on  him;  he  was  to  make  men  of  them,. ere' he  could  hope  to 
see  them  saints;  they  must  be  civilized  ere  they  could  be  Ckristiamzed ;  he 
could  not,  as  Gregory  once  of  our  nation,  see  any  thing  angelical  to 
bespeak'his  labours  for  their  eternal  welfare:  all  among  them  was  dichol- 
teal.  To  think  on  raising  a  number  of  these  hedious  creatures  unto  the 
elevations  of  our  holy  religion,  must  argue  more  than  common  or  little 
sentiments  in  the  undertaker;  but  the  faith  of  an  Eliot  could  encounter  it  I 
I  confess  that  was  one — I  cannot  call  it  so  much  guess  as  wish — where- 
in he  was  willing  a  little  to  indulge  himself;  and  that  was,  "that  our 
Indians  are  the  posterity  of  the  dispersed  and  rejected  Israelites,  concern- 
ing whom  our  God  has  promised,  that  they  shall  yet  be  saved  by  the 
deliverer  coming  to  turn  away  ungodliness  from  them."  He  saw  the 
Indians  using  many  parables  in  their  discourses ;  much  given  to  anointing 
of  their  heads;  much  delighted  in  dancing',  especially  after  victories;  com- 
puting their  times  by  nights  and  months;  giving  dowries  for  wives,  and 
causing  their  women  to  "dwell  by  themselves,"  at  certain  seasons,  for 
secret  causes ;  and  accustoming  themselves  to  grievous  mournings  and  T/ell- 
ings  for  the  dead;  all  which  were  usual  things  among  the  Israelites. 
They  have,  too,  a  great  unkindness  for  our  swine;  but  I  suppose  that  is 
because  our  hogs  devour  the  clams  which  are  a  dainty  with  them.  He 
also  saw  some  learned  men  looking  for  the  lost  Israelites  among  the 
Indians  in  America,  and  counting  that  they  had  thorow-good  reasons  for 
doing  so.  And  a  few  small  arguments,  or  indeed  but  conjectures,  meeting 
with  a  favourable  disposition  in  the  hearer,  will  carry  some  conviction  with 
them;  especially  if  a  report  of  a  Menasseh  ben  Israel  be  to  back  them. 
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He  saw  likewise  the  judgments  threatened  unto  the  Israelites  of  old, 
strangely  fulfilled  upon  our  Indiana;  particularly  that  "Ye  shall  eat  the 
fiesh  of  your  sons,"  which  is  done  with  exquisite  cruelties  upon  the  pris- 
oners that  they  take  from  one  another  in  their  battles.  Moreover,  it  is  a 
prophesy  in  Deuteronomy  xxviii.  68,  "The  Lord  shall  bring  thee  into 
Egypt  again  with  ships,  by  the  way  whereof  I  spake  unto  thee,  thou  shalt 
see  it  no  more  again;  and  there  shall  ye  be  sold  unto  your  .enemies,  and 
no  man  shall  buy  you."  This  did  our  Eliot  imagine  accomplished,  when 
the  captires  taken  by  ua  in  our  late  wars  upon  them,  were  sent  to  be  sold 
in  the  coasts  lying  not  very  remote  from  Egypt  on  the  Mediterranean  sea, 
and  scarce  any  chapmen  would  offer  to  take  them  off.  Being  upon  such  as 
these  accounts  not  unwilling,  if  it  wer&  possible,  to  have  the  Indians  found 
Israelites,  they  were,  you  may  be  sure,  not  a  whit  the  less  "beloved  for 
their  (suppraed)  father's  sake ; "  and  the  fatigues  of  his  travails  went  on  the 
more  cheerfully,  or  at  least  the  more  hopefully,  because  of  such  possibilities. 
The  first  step  which  he  judged  necessary  now  to  be  taken  by.him,  was 
to  learn  the  Indian  language;  for  he  saw  them  so  stupid  and  senseless, 
that  they  would  never  do  so  much  as  enquire  after  the  religion  of  the 
strangers  now  come  into  their  country,  much  less  would  they  so  far  imi- 
tate us  as  to  leave  off  their  beastly  way  of  living,  that  they  might  be  par- 
takers of  any  spiritual  advantage  by  us:  unless  we  could  first  address 
them  in  a  language  of  their  own.  Behold,  new  difficulties  to  be  sur- 
mounted by  our  indefatigable  Eliotl  He  hires  a  native  to  teach  him  this 
exotick  language,  and,  with  a  laborious  care  and  skill,  reduces  it  into  a 
grammar,  which  afterwards  he  published.  There  is  a  letter  or  two  of 
our  alphabet,  which. the  Indians  never  had  in  theirs;  though  there  were 
enough  of  the  doff  in  their  temper,  there  can  scarce  be  found  an  R  in  their 
language,  (any  more  than  in  the  language  of  the  Chinese  or  of  the  Green- 
landers,)  save  that  the  Indiana  to  the  northward,  who  have  a  peculiar  dia- 
lect, pronounce  an  B  where  an  iV^is  pronounced  by  our  Indians;  but  if 
their  alphabet  be  short,  I  am  sure  the  words  composed  of  it  are  long 
enough  to  tire  the  patience  of  any  scholar  in  the  world ;  they  are  Sssqui- 
pedalia  Vei-ba,'^  of  which  their  Knguo  is  composed;  one  would  think  they 
had  been  growing  ever  since  Babel  unto  the  dimensions  to  which  they  are 
now  extended.  For  instance,  if  my  reader  will  count  how  many  letters 
there  are  in  this  one  word,  Nummatchehadtantamooonganunncmash,  when 
he  has  done,  for  his  reward,  I'll  tell  him  it  signifies  no  more  in  English 
than  OUT  lusts,  and  if  I  were  to  translate,  our  loves,  it  must  be  nothing 
shorter  than  Noou.ow.antammooon!^aminonnask  Or,  to  give  my  reader  a 
longer  word  than  eithei  of  these,  Kuminoglodonatioottummooetiteaongan- 
nunnonash  is  in  English  our  guettion  but  I  pray,  sii,  count  the  letters  I 
JCor  do  wo  find  in  all  this  language  the  least  affinity  to,  or  derivation  from 
any  European  speech  that  we  are  acquainted  with,     I  know  not  what 
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thoughts  it  will  produoe  in  mj  reader,  when  I  inform  him  that  once,  find- 
ing that  the  Dcsmons  in  a  possessed  young  woman  understood  the  Latin, 
and  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages,  my  curiosity  led  me  to  make  trial  of 
this  Indian  language,  and  the  Dtemons  did  seem  as  if  they  did  not  under- 
stand it.  This  tedious  language  our  Eliot  {the  anagram  of  whose  name 
was  Toilb)  quickly  became  a  master  of;  he  employed  a  pregnant  and 
witty  Indian, ^who  also  spoke  English  well,  for  his  assistance  in  it;  and 
compiling  some  discourses  by  his  help,  he  would  single  out  a  word,  a 
noun,  a  verb,  and  pursue  it  through  all  its  variations:  having  finished  his 
grammar,  at  the  close  he  writes,  "Prayers  and  pains  through  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus  will  do  any  tbingi"  and  being  by  \i\s prayers  and  pains  thus 
furnished,  he  set  himself  in  the  year  1646  to  preach  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  among  these  desolate  outcasts, 

^  It  remains  that  I  lay  before  the  world  the  remarkable  conduct  and 
success  of  this  famous  man,  in  his  great  afiair;  and  I  shall  endeavour  to 
do  it  by  Englishing  and  reprinting  a  letter,  sent  a  while  since  by  my 
father  unto  his  learned  and  renowned  correspondent,  the  venerable  Dr. 
Leusden  at  Utrecht:  which  letter  has  already  been  published,  if  I  mistake 
not,  in  four  or  five  divers  languages.  I  find  it  particularly  published  by 
the  most  excellent  Jurieu,  at  the  end. of  a  pastoral  letter;  and  this  reflec- 
tion then  worthily  made  upon  it:  Celte  Lettre  doit  o^or/orune  tres  grande 
consolation,  a  ioutes  les  bonnes  ames,  qui  sont  alterees  de  justice, '  et  gui  soni 
enfla/mmees  du  zeh  de  la  gloire  de  Dieu.*  I  therefore  perswade  my  self  that 
the  republication  of  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  unto  many  good  souls  in  our 
nation,  who  have  a  due  thirst  and  zeal  for  such  things  as  are  mentioned  in 
it;  and  when  tha       dihpmm  m  or 

the  illustration  o         d  m  hgh  pte 


Minislrr  of  the  Wor  B  New- 

England,  to  D  H  U 

Worthy  and  mucij  hosotired  Sie:  Your  letters  were  very  grateful  to  me,  (')  by  which 
I  understand  thiit  you  and  othera  in  your  fiimous  University  of  Utrecht  desu«  to  be  informed 

{').  The  success  of  the  gospel  in  the  East-Indies. — After  the  wriling  of  thia  letler,  there  camo 
one  CO  my  hEnds  from  the  famoua  Dr.  Leusden,  together  with  a  new  and  fair  edition  of  his  Hebrew 
Psaltet,  dedioaled  unto  the  name  of  my  absent  parent.  He  therein  informs  me,  that  our  example 
had  awakened  Ihe  Dutch  to  mate  some  noble  atlenipls  for  the  furlherance  of  the  gospel  in  the  Enat- 
Indies;  besides  what  memorable  thin ga  were  done  by  the  excellent  Robert  Junius,  in  Formosa,  fifty 

He  also  informs  me,  that  in  and  near  the  island  of  Ceylon,  the  Dutch  pastors  hare  baptized  about 

three  hundred  thousand  of  the  Eastern  Indiana;  for  although  the  rainistere  are  utterly  ignorant  of 

*  That  letter  ouglit  to  m  I  nlBter  great  consolation  to  ali  tlioEO  hgly  eoula,  wliich  are  slajed  onjaetioe,  and  bum 
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concerning  the  converted  Indians  in  America:  take  therefore  a  true  account  of  them  in  a 
few  words. 

It  is  above  forty  years  since  thiit  truly  godly  man  Mr.  John  Eliot,  piistor  of  the  ehureh  nt 
Rockshorough,  (about  a  mile  from  Boston  in  New-England,)  heing  warmed  with  a  holy  zeal 
of  converting  the  Americans,  set  himself  to  learn  the  Indian  tongue,  that  ho  might  more 
easily  and  successfully  (")  open  to  them  the  mysteries  of  the  gospel,  upon  account  of  which 

their  language,  yet  there  are  school-in nstera  who  teach  thera  the  Lord's  Praytr,  ihe  Creed,  the  Ten 
Ommandments,  a  Morning  Frayer,  an  Emning  Prayer,  a  Elee^ng  before  meat,  and  another 
after;  and  the  minisler  in  his  visits  being  assured  by  the  master,  who  of  them  has  learned  all  of 
thera  seven  things,  he  thereupon  counla  they  have  such  a  perfect  number  of  aliainments  that  he 
presently  baptizes  them. 

The  piouB  reader  will  doubtless,  bless  God  for  this ;  but  he  will  easily  see  thai  one  of  our  converted 
Indians  has  cost  more  pains  than  many  of  those  ;  more  thorough  leork  has  been  made  with  them. 

('),  Mr.  Eliot's  way  of  Opening  the  Mysteries  of  the  Gospel  to  out  Indians. — It  was  in  the  year 
1646  thai  Mr.  Eliot,  accompanied  by  tlitee  more,  gave  a  visit  unto  an  assembly  of  Indians,  of  whom 
he  desired  a  meeting  at  such  a  time  and  place,  that  he  might  lay  before  them  the  things  of  their 
eternal  peace.  After  a  serious  prayer,  he  gave  them  a  sermon  which  continued  shout  a  quarttr 
above  an  hour,  and  contained  the  principal  articles  of  the  ChriBlian  religion,  applying  all  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  present.  Having  done,  he  asked  of  [hem,  viheihathey  understood?  and  with 
a  general  reply  they  answered,  they  understood  all.  He  then  began  what  was  his  usual  method 
afterwards  in  treating  with  them;  that  is,  ho  caused  them  to  propound  such  jiscsHotm  as  Ihe  y  pleased 
unto  himself;  and  he  gave  wise  and  goodungMiei's  to  thern  all.  Their  questions  would  often,  though 
not  always,  refer  to  what  he  had  newly  preached ;  and  he  this  way  not  only  made  a  proof  of  their 
profiling  by  bis  ministry,  but  also  gave  an  edge  to  what  he  delivered  unlo  them  &ome  ol  (heir 
questions  would  be  a  ]ni\e  philosophical,  and  required  a  good  measure  of  learning  in  the  minister 
concerned  with  them  ;  but  for  this  our  EUoi  wanted  not.  He  would  also  put  proper  queoiions  unto 
them,  and  at  one  of  his  first  exereisea  with  ihem,  he  made  the  young  ones  i  a]i  ihl--  of  regarding 
(hose  three  questions: 

Q.  1.  Who  made  you  and  all  the  world? 

ft.  2.  Who  do  you  look  should  save  you  from  ^u  and  hell? 

Q.  3.  How  many  commandments  has  the  Lord  given  you  to  keep? 

It  was  his  wisdom  that  he  began  with  them  upon  such  principles  as  they  themselves  had  already 
some  notions  of;  such  as  that  of  an  heaven  for  good,  and  hell  for  bad  people  when  they  died.  It 
broke  his  gracious  heart  within  him  to  see  what  floods  of  teats  fell  from  the  eyes  of  several  among 
those  degenerate  salvages  at  the  first  addresses  which  he  made  unto  them  ;  yea,  from  the  very  worst 
of  them  all.  He  was  very  inquisitive  to  learn  who  were  the  Fowawea — that  i.?,  the  sorcerers  and 
seducers  that  maintained  the  worship  of  the  devil  in  any  of  their  societies ;  and  having  in  one  of 
his  drat  jonrneys  to  them  found  out  one  of  those  wretches,  he  made  the  Indian  come  unto  him,  and 
said,  "  Whether  do  ynu  suppose  God  or  Chepiaa  {i.  e.  the  devil)  to  be  the  author  of  alt  good!" 
The  conjurer  answered,  "God."  Upon  this  he  added,  with  a  stern  countenance,  "Why  do  you 
pray  to  Chepian  then?"  And  the  poor  man  was  not  able  to  stand  or  speak  before  him;  but  at  lasl 
made  promises  of  reformation. 

The  ten  which  he  first  preached  upon,  was  that  in  Eiek.  xxivii.  9,  iO,  "  That  by  prophesying 
to  the  wind,  the  wind  came,  and  the  dry  bones  lived;"  And  it  was  an  observation  made  by  one 
who  then  justly  confeHed  there  was  not  muck  weight  in  it,  that  the  word  which  the  Indians  use  for 
mind  is  iBauban,  and  an  Indian  of  that  name  was  one  of  the  first  that  here  aealously  promoted  the 
conversion  of  his  neighbours.  But  having  thus  enrred  upon  the  teaching  of  these  poor  creatures, 
it  is  incredible  how  much  dme,  toil,  and  hardship,  he  underwent  in  the  prosecudon  of  this  undertak- 
ing ;  how  many  weary  days  and  nights  rolled  over  him  ;  how  many  tiresome  journeys  he  endured  i 
and  how  many  terrible  dongers  he  had  experience  of  If  you  biiefly  would  know  vihal  he  felt,  and 
iehat  carried  him  through  all,  take  it  in  his  own  words  in  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Winsiow. 
Says  he,  "  I  have  not  been  dry,  night  nor  day,  from  the  third  day  of  the  week  unto  the  siith,  but  so 
travelled,  and  at  night  pull  off  my  boots,  wring  my  stockings,  and  on  with  them  again,  and  so  con- 
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he  has  been  (and  not  iin deservedly)  called,  "the  Apostle  of  the  American  lodiana."  This 
reverend  person,  not  without  very  great  labour,  tranalnted  the  whole  Bible  into  the  Indian 
tongue;  (')  he  trunaloted  also  several  English  treatises  of  practical  divinity  and  catechisms 
into  their  language.  Above  twenty  six  years  ago  he  gathered  a  church  of  converted  Indiana 
in  a  town  called  Natick;(')  these  Indiana  confessed  their  sins  with  tears,  and  p 


Unoe.  Bui  God  steps  in  and  helps.  I  have  considered  ihe  word  of  God  in  S  Tim.  ii.  3 :  '  Endure 
hardship  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ.'" 

(").  HU  tranelMing  the  Bille,  and  other  iooks  of  piety,  into  the  Indian  tongue, — One  of  hi3 
remoitable  cares  for  these  illileraie  Indiana  maa  lo  bring  them  into  ihe  nse  of  schools  and  loots. 
He  quickly  procured  the  benefit  of  schools  for  them ;  wlierein  ihey  profited  eo  much,  that  not  only 
very  many  of  them  quiikly  came  to  read  and  write  but  also  several  arrived  unlo  a  liberal  education 
ia  our  colledge,  and  one  or  Iwo  of  them  look  their  degree  wilh  the  rest  of  our  gradnates.  And  for 
booka,  it  was  his  chief  desire  that  the  Sacred  Scriplurea  might  nol  iu  an  unknown  tongue  he  locked 
or  hidden  from  diem;  very  hatefiil  and  hellish  did  the  policy  of  Popery  appear  lo  him  on  this 
account:  our  Eliot  was  very  unlilte  to  that  Franeisean  who,  wriling  into  Europe,  gloried  much  how 
many  thousands  of  Indians  he  had  converted ;  but  added,  "  ihat  he  desired  hia  friends  would  send 
hhn  the  book  called  the  Bible;  for  he  had  heard  of  there  being  such  a  book  in  Europe,  which  might 
be  of  aome  use  to  him."  No:  our  Eliot  found  be  could  nol  Uve  without  a  Bible  himself;  he  would 
have  parted  with  all  his  estate,  sooner  than  have  lost  a  leaf  of  il ;  and  he  knew  it  wonld  be  of  more 
than  some  use  unto  ihe  Indians  too ;  he  therefore  with  a  vast  labour  translated  the  Holy  Bible  into 
the  Indian  language.  Behold,  ye  Americans,  the  greatest  honour  that  ever  yon  were  partakers  of! 
This  Bible  was  printed  here  at  our  Cambridge ;  and  it  is  the  only  Bible  that  ever  was  printed  in  all 
America,  from  the  very  founda^on  of  ihe  world.  The  whole  translation  he  writ  wilh  but  one  pen  ; 
which  pen,  had  it  not  been  lost,  would  have  certainly  deserved  a  richer  case  than  waa  bestowed 
npon  ihat  pen  with  which  Holland  writ  his  transhition  of  Plutarch.  The  Bible  being  juslly  msile 
the  leader  of  all  the  rest,  a  little  Indian  lihrary  quickly  followed:  for  beaides  ptimei's,  and  grammars, 
and  Home  other  such  composures,  we  quickly  had  "  The  Fractice  of  Piety  "  in  the  Indian  tongues^ 
and  the  Reverend  Richard  Bailer'a  '.'  Call  to  the  Unconverted,"  He  also  translated  aome  of  Mr. 
Shepard'a  composures ;  and  such  catechisms  likewise  as  there  was  occasion  for.  (l  cannot  but  be 
hoped  that  some  jfieft  were  to  be  made  aIii>e,Bince  the  "waters  of  ihe  sanctuary"  thus  came  unto  them. 

(').  His  gathering  of  a  Church  at  Natick.— The  Indians  that  had  felt  the  impressions  of  his 
ministry,  were  quickly  distinguished  by  the  name  of  "praying  Indians;"  and  these  praying  Indians 
as  quickly  were  for  a  more  decent  and  English-way  of  living,  and  they  desired  a  more  fixed  cohab- 
itation. At  several  places  did  they  now  combine  and  settle ;  but  the  place  of  greatest  name  among 
iheu  towns,  is  that  of  Natick, 

Here  il  was  that,  in  the  year  1651,  those  that  had  heretofore  lived  like  the  wild  beasts  in  tlie 
wilderness,  now  compacted  themselves  into  a  town ;  and  they  first  applied  themselves  to  the  forming 
of  Iheir  civil  government.  Our  General  Court,  not  withstanding  theu'  exact  study  to  keep  these 
Indians  very  sensible  of  their  being  subject  unto  the  English  empire,  yet  had  allowed  them  Iheir 
smaller  couria,  wherein  they  might  govern  their  own  amaller  caaes  and  concerns,  aiier  their  own 
particular  modes,  and  might  have  their  iown-ordera,  if  I  may  call  them  so,  peculiar  to  themselves. 
Wilh  respect  hereunto  Mr.  Eliot,  on  a  solemn  fast,  made  a  publick  vow, "that  seeing  these  Indians 
were  not  prepossessed  with  any  forms  of  government,  he  would  instruct  them  into  snch  a  form  as  we 
had  written  in  the  word  of  God,  that  so  they  might  be  a  people  in  all  things  ruled  by  the  Lord." 
Accordingly,  he  expounded  unto  lliem  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Exodus;  and  then  they  cho^ 
rulers  of  hundreds,  ot  fifties,  of  Isns;  and  therewithal  enlred  into  this  covenant: 

<dlbeLord  beginneth  to  Hod  us  out  again',  theretore  the  grace  of  Christ  helping  us, we  do  give  ourselves  and  iiiir 
obiUlren UDlo  God,  tabs  hispoopto.  Hs  ehali  ruleua  In  all  our  a^re;  the  Lord  la  our  Jadge,  the  Lord  is  our 
ijLW-giver,  tlie  LomI  Is  our  King ;  He  mill  aavo  ua ;  and  Ihe  wisdom  which  God  haa  taught  ua  In  Ills  book  ahull 


lake  Iboe  to  be  oar  Ood." 


■n  of  the  Seiipturc  had  he,  that  be  thus  expressed  himself  upon 
IS  into  distress  and  perpiexily,  that  so  they  may  be,  fotced  unto 
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their  fiuth  in  Ciiiist,  and  afterwards  they  and  theii'  children  were  bapd^ed,  niid  they  were 
solemnly  joined  together  in  a  churuh-uovenant;  the  said  Mr.  Eliot  wna  the  first  that  admin- 
istred  the  Lord's  Supper  to  them.  The  pastor  of  that  churah  now  is  an  Indian:  his  name 
in  Daniel.  Besides  this  chureh  at  Natiek,  ataong  our  inhabitants  in  the  Maaahehasets  Colony 
IJiere  are  four  Indian  assemblies,  (^)  where  the  name  of  the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  is 

the  Scriptures;  all  govern menta  will  be  shaken,  that  men  may  fae  forced  at  ienglh  to  pilch  upon  ihftl 
firm  foundstion,  the  Word  of  God," 

The  lillle  towns  of  these  Indians  being  pitched  upon  this  foandalion,  thej  ulEerly  abandoned  ihal 
poliBsmy  which  had  heretofore  been  common  among  diem ;  they  made  severe  laws  ogainst  fornica- 
tion, drankenness,  and  Saliiatk~lireaktng,  and  other  immoraliliea  j  and  they  next  began  to  Imticnl 
after  the  establishment  of  a  charch-order  among  ihem,  and  after  the  several  ordinances  and  privi- 
leges of  a  chuTch-commumBn.  The  churches  of  New-England  have  usually  been  very  strict  in 
their  admie^ons  to  church-fellowship,  and  iv:guired  very  signal  demons ira lions  of  a  repenting  and  a 
belie-aing  soul,  before  they  thought  men  6t  subjects  to  be  entrusted  with  "  the  rights  of  ihe  kingdom 
of  Heaven."  But  they  seemed  rather  to  augment  than  abate  their  usual  etrictness  when  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Indians  was  to  be  performed.  A  day  was  therefore  set  apart,  which  they  called, 
Ntttootomahtea&etak,  or  a  "day  for  asking  questions,"  when  the  ministers  of  the  adjacent  churches, 
BBsisted  with  all  the  best  interpreters  that  could  be  had,  publickly  examined  a  good  number  of  these 
Indians  about  their  attainments,  both  in  kiuHBledge  and  in  nerJue.  And  notwithstanding  the  great 
EStiafaction  then  received,  our  churehes  being  willing  to  proceed  surely,  and  therefore  slo  v  y  in 
raising  them  up  to  a  church-state,  which  might  be  comprehended  in  our  consociations  the  Indiana 
were  afterwards  called  in  considerable  assemblies  convened  for  that  purpose,  to  make  pen  confes 
sions  of  theu  faith  in  God  and  Christ,  and  of  the  efficacy  which  his  word  had  upon  tl  c  fo  i  eir 
conversion  to  him ;  which  confessions  being  taken  in  writing  from  their  mouths  by  ab  e  n  etpreters 
were  scanned  by  Ihe  people  of  God,  and  found  much  acceptance  with  them. 

I  need  pass  no  further  censure  upon  them  than  what  is  given  by  my  grandfather,  e  veil  known 
Richard  Mather,  in  an  epistle  of  his  published  on  this  occaeion.  Says  he;  "There  is  so  much  of 
God's  work  among  them,  as  that  I  cannot  but  count  it  a  great  evil — yea,  a  great  injury  (o  God  and 
bis  goodness,  for  any  to  make  light  of  it.  To  see  and  hear  Indians  opening  their  mouths,  and  lift- 
ing up  their  hands  and  eyes  in  prayer  lo  the  living  God,  calling  on  him  by  his  name  Jehovah,  in  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  this  for  a  good  while  together ;  to  see  and  hear  them  e:<horting  one 
another  from  the  word  of  God;  to  see  and  hear  them  confessing  the  name  of  Christ  Jesus,  and 
their  own  siniiilness;  sure  this  is  more  than  usual!  And  though  they  spoke  in  a  language  of  which 
many  of  us  understood  but  little,  yet  we  that  were  present  that  day,  we  saw  and  heard  them  perform 
the  duties  mentioned  with  such  giave  and  sober  countenances,  with  such  comely  reverence  in  thehr 
gesture,  and  their  whole  carriage,  and  with  such  plenty  of  tears  trickling  down  the  cheeks  of  some  of 
them,  as  did  argue  lo  «b  that  they  spake  with  the  holy  fear  of  God,  and  it  much  aflected  onr  hearts." 

At  length  was  a  church-slate  settled  among  them  :  they  entred,  as  our  churches  do,  into  an  holy 
covenant,  wherein  they  "  gave  themselves,  first  unto  the  Lord,  and  then  unto  one  another,"  to  attend 
the  rules,  and  helps,  and  expect  the  blessing  of  the  everlasting  gospel ;  and  Mr.  Eliot,  having  a  mis- 
sion from  the  church  of  Roxbury  unto  the  work  of  the  Lord  Christ  among  the  Indians,  conceived 
liimaelf  sufilciently  authorized  unto  the  performing  of  all  church -work  about  them  ;  grounding  it  on 
Acts  liii.  1,  2,3,4;  and  he  accordingly  administred,  first  the  baptism,  and  then  the  Supper  of  the 
Lord  unto  them. 

(').  The  Hindrances  and  Ohatruclioiia  that  ihc  devil  gave  tinto  him.— We  find  four  assembliia 
of  "praying  Indians,"  besides  that  of  Nalick,  in  our  neighbourhood.  But  why  no  more?  Truly, 
not  because  our  EUot  was  wanting  in  his  qffers  and  labours  for  there  good  ;  but  because  many  of 
the  obdurate  infidels  would  not  receive  the  gospel  of  salvation.  In  one  of  his  letters,  I  find  him 
giving  this  itt-iepart,  with  such  a  good  reason  for  it:  "Lyn-Indiana  ate  all  naught,  save  one,  who 
sonietunes  comes  lo  hear  the  word  ;  and  the  reason  why  ihey  are  bad,  is  principally  because  their 
sachim  is  nanghl,  and  careth  not  to  pray  unto  God."  Indeed,  the  sachims,  or  princes,  of  the  Indians 
generally  did  all  diey  could  (hat  their  subjects  might  not  entertain  the  gospel ;  Ihe  devils  having  the 
sachims  on  their  side,  thereby  kept  their  possession  of  the  people  too.  Their  paawaws  or  clergy- 
man did  much  lo  mainlain  the  interest  of  the  devils  in  this  wilderness;  those  "children  of  the  devil 


solemnly  called  upon;  these  nsaemblies  have  some  American  preaehera.  Mr.  Elbt  fovmRrly 
used  to  preach  to  them  once  every  fortnight,  but  now  he  ia  weakned  with  labours  a,nd  old 

and  enemies  of  all  rights ousneea,"  did  not  "  cenae  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord,"  but  [hrir 
sachiniB  or  magistrates  did  more  towards  it;  for  they  would  presently  ralae  a  aiorm  of  pers^cntinn 
upon  any  of  their  vasaala  that  should  pray  unto  the  eternal  God. 

The  ground  of  this  conduct  in  them  waa  an  odd  fear  that  religion  would  abridge  them  uf  the 
tyranny  which  they  had  been  used  unto ;  they  always,  like  the  devil,  held  Ibeir  people  in  a  mast 
absolute  servitude,  and  ruled  by  no  laio  but  their  will,  which  left  the  poor  elavea  nothing  that  ihey 
could  call  their  own.  They  now  suspected  that  religion  would  put  a  bridle  upon  such  usuipalions, 
and  obhge  them  to  a  more  equal  and  humane  way  of  government ;  ihey  therefore,  some  of  thcHi, 
had  the  impudence  to  address  the  Englidi,  thaf  no  motione  about  the  Chrielian  religion  might  ever 
be  made  nnlo.  them ;  and  Mr.  Eliot  sometimes  in  the  wilderness,  without  the  company  or  assialance 
of  any  other  English-man,  has  been  treated  in  a  very  threatening  and  barbarous  manner  by  some 
of  these  tyrants;  but  God  inspired  him  with  so  much  resolution  ae  to  tell  them,  "I  am  jibout  the 
work  of  the  great  God,  and  my  God  is  with  me ;  so  thai  I  fear  neither  you,  nor  all  the  snehims  in 
the  country ;  I'll  go  on,  and  do  you  touch  me,  if  you  dare !"  Upon  which  the  stoutest  of  them  have 
shrunk  and  fell  before  him.  And  one  of  iheni  he  at  length  conquered  by  preaching  unto  him  a  ser- 
mon upon  the  temptations  of  our  Lord;  parliculiuly  the  temptation  fetched  from  the  /cmgdoins  and 
gloriea  of  the  world. 

The  little  kingdom  and  glories  of  the  great  men  among  Ih    I  d  a  p  werful  obstacle  to 

the  success  of  Mr.  Eliot's  ministry;  and  il  ia  observable  iba  =«  b1  f  h  se  nations  which  thus 
refused  the  gospel,  quickly  afterwards  were  so  deml-driKen  as  o  b  g  n  an  unj  t  and  bloody  war 
upon  the  English,  which  issued  in  their  speedy  and  niter  exti  pa  on  f  n  h  f  e  of  God's  eai-th. 
It  was  particularly  remarked  in  Philip,  the  ring-leader  of  the  mos  I  n  u  war  that  ever  Ibey 
made  upon  us  ;  our  Eliot  made  a  lender  of  the  everlasting  sal  n  ha  k  g  bitt  the  monster 
entertained  it  with  contempt  and  anger,  and,  after  the  Indian  mode  of3oming  signs  with  la or iJs, 
he  took  a  buttoit  upon  the  coat  of  the  reverend  man,  adding,  "  That  he  cared  for  his  gospel,  just  oa 
much  as  he  cared  for  tbat  button."  The  world  has  heard  what  a  terrible  luine  soon  came  upon 
that  monarch  and  npon  .ill  his  people.  It  was  not  long  before  ihe  hand  which  now  writes,  upon  a 
certain  occasion,  took  off  the  jaw  from  the  exposed  eMU  of  that  blasphemous  leviathan  ;  and  the 
renowned  Samuel  Lee  hath  since  been  a  pastor  to  an  English  congregation,  sounding  and  showing 
the  praises  of  Heaven  upon  thai  very  spot  of  ground  where  Philip  and  iiis  Indiana  were  lately  wor- 
shipping of  the  devil. 

Sometimes  the  more  immediate  hand  of  God,  by  cutting  off  the  principal  opposers  of  the  gospel 
among  the  Indians,  made  way  for  Mr.  Eliot's  mioislry.  As  I  remember,  he  relates  that  an  associ- 
ation of  profane  Indians  near  our  Weymouth  set  themselves  to  deter  and  seduce  the  neighbour 
Indians  from  the  "right  ways  of  the  Lord."  But  God  quickly  sent  the  amali-pox  among  ihem, 
whichlike  a  great  plague  soon  swept  (hem  away,  and  (hereby  engaged  the  rest  unto  himself  I  need 
only  to  add,  that  one  attempt  made  by  the  devil  to  prejudice  the  Pagans  against  the  gospel,  had 
something  in  it  extraordinary.  While  Mr.  Ehol  was  preaching  of  Christ  unto  the  other  Indians,  a 
Damon  appeared  unto  a  prince  of  Ihe  Eastern- Indians,  in  a  shape  that  bad  some  resemblance  of 
Mr,  Eliot  or  of  an  English  minister,  pretending  to  be  "the  English-man's  God."  The  spectre 
commanded  him,"  to  forbear  the  drinking  of  rum,"  and  "to  observe  the  Sabbath  day,"  and  "to 
deal  justly  with  his  neighbours,"  all  which  things  had  been  inculcated  in  Mr.  Eliot's  ministry;  prom- 
ising therewithal  unto  him,  that  if  he  did  so,  at  his  death  his  soul  should  ascend  unto  an  hnppy 
place.;  odierwise,  deecend  unto  miseries ;  but  the  apparition  alt  the  while  never  said  one  word  about 
Chrial,  which  was  the  main  subject  of  Mr.  Eliot's  ministry.  The  sochim  received  such  an  impres- 
sion from  the  apparition,  that  he  dealt  justly  with  all  men,  except  in  the  bloody  tragedies  and  cruel- 
ties he  afterwards  committed  on  the  English  in  our  wars;  he  kept  the  Sabbath-day  like  a  fast, 
frequently  attending  in  our  congregations ;  he  would  not  meddle  with  any  rum,  though  usually  his 
country-men  had  rather  die  than  undergo  such  a  piece  of  self-denial;  that  liquor  has  meerly 
enchanted  them.  At  last,  and  not  long  since,  this  DiBmon  appeared  again  unto  this  Pagan,  requir- 
ing him  to  kill  himself,  and  assuring  him  that  he  should  revive  in  a  day  or  two,  never  lu  die  any 
more.  He  thereupon  divers  limes  attempted  it,  but  his  friends  very  carefully  prevented  it.  How- 
ever, at  length  he  found  a  fair  opportunity  for  this  foul  business,  and  hanged  himself;  you  n 
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age,  being  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  preachelii  not  U>  the  Indiana  oftener  than 
onee  in  two  months. 

There  is  another  church,  consisting  only  of  converted  Indians,  ftbout  fifty  miles  from  hence, 
id  an  Indian  town  called  Mashippaug:  the  first  piistor  of  tliii.t  church  was  an  Eiiglisk  man, 
who,  being  skilful  in  tiie  Am^can  language,  preached  the  gospel  to  them  in  their  own  tongue. 
This  English  pastor  is  dead,  and  instead  of  him,  tliat  church  has  nji  Indiau-p['eaeher.(') 

There  are,  besides  that,  five  assemblies  of  Indians  professing  the  name  of  Christ,  not  ftr 

sure,  wilhoal  the  expected  resurrection.  But  it  is  easy  to  see  what  n  sturabUrig  bliick  «a9  ln're  laid 
he!oK  the  miserable  Indians. 

(').  The  Indian  Chiirchea  at  Mashippaug,  and  clseiBhcTe. — The  aani''  spirit  which  acted  Mr 
Eiiot,  quickly  inspired  olhere  elewhere  to  prosecute  the  work  of  rescuing  iha  poor  Indians  out  of 
iheir  worse  than  Egyplian -darkness,  in  which  evil  angels  had  been  so  long  preying  upon  them 
One  of  these  was  the  godly  and  gnicioua  Richard  Bourn,  who  soon  saw  a  great  effect  of  his  holy 
labours.  In  the  year  1666  Mr,  Eliot,  accompanied  by  the  honourable  governour  and  seseralmagis- 
trales  and  minislera  of  Plymouth  Colony,  procured  a  vast  asaembly  at  Mashippaug!  and  there  a 
good  number  of  Indians  made  confessions  touching  the  Jmoicledge  and  ielief  and  regeneratian  of 
iheir  souls,  with  ench  understanding  and  alfection  as  was  exlreamly  grati^ful  to  the  pious  auditory. 
Yet  such  was  the  strictness  of  the  good  people  in  this  affair,  that  before  they  would  countenance 
the  advancement  of  these  Indians  unto  church- fellowship,  they  ordered  their  confessions  to  be  writ- 
ten, and  sent  unto  all  the  churches  in  the  colony,  for  their  approbailon ;  but  so  approved  ihey  were, 
that  afterwards  the  messengers  of  all  the  churches  giving  their  presence  and  canseiit,  ihey  became 
a  church,  and  chose  Mr.  Bourn  to  be  their  pastor;  who  was  [hen  by  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Cotton 
ordained  unto  that  oiKce  over  iheni.  From  hence  Mr,  Eliot  and  Mr,  Cotton  went  over  to  an  island 
called  Marlha'9  Vineyard,  where  God  had  so  succeeded  the  honest  labours  of  some,  and  parltcniarly 
of  the  Mayhew's,  as  that  a  charch  was  gathered. 

This  church,  after  festing  and  prayer,  chose  one  Hiacooms  to  be  their  pastor;  John  Tockinopli, 
an  able  and  a  discreet  Chrisdan,  to  be  their  teocher  ;  Joshua  Mummeecheegs  and  John  Nanaso  to 
be  ruling  elders;  and  these  were  then  ordained  by  Mr,  Eliot  and  Mt,  Cotton  ihereuolo.  Distance 
of  habitation  caused  this  one  church  by  mutual  agreement  afterwards  to  become  ta>o;  the  pastor 
and  one  ruling  elder  taking  one  part,  and  the  teacher  and  one  ruling  elder,  another;  and  at  Nan- 
tucket, another  adjacent  island,  was  another  church  of  Indians  quickly  gaihci-ed,  who  chose  an 
Indian,  John  Gibs,  10  be  their  minister.  These  churches  are  so  eiact  in  their  admission,  and  so 
solemn  in  their  discipline,  and  so  serious  in  their  communion,  that  some  of  the  Christian  English  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  would  have  been  loth  to  havB  miied  with  them  in  a  civil  relation,  yet 
have  gladly  done  it  in  a  sacred  one. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  repeat  what  my  lather  has  written  about  the  other  Indian  congregationa; 
only  theie  having  been  made  mention  of  one  Hiacooms,  I  am  willing  to  annex  a  paasage  or  two 
concerning  that  memorable  Indian.  That  Indian  was  a  very  great  instrument  of  bringing  his  Pagan 
end  wretched  neiglibours  to  a  saving  acquaintance  with  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  God  gave  him 
the  honour,  not  only  of  so  doing  much  for  some,  bat  also  of  suffering  much  from  others  of  those 
unhappy  salvages.  Once  particularly,  this  Hiacooms  received  a  cruel  blow  from  an  Indian  prince, 
which,  if  some  English  had  not  been  there,  might  have  killed  him,  for  his  praying  unto  God  And 
afterwards  he  gave  Uiis  account  of  his  tri^  in  it:  said  he,  "  I  have  two  hands;  I  had  one  hand  for 
injuries,  and  the  other  for  God ;  while  I  did  receive  wrong  with  the  one,  the  other  laid  the  greater 
hold  on  God," 

Moreover  the  powawes  did  use  to  hector  and  abuse  the  preying  Indians  at  auch  a  rate,  as  icrnlyed 
others  from  joining  with  them  ;  but  once,  when  those  initcies  were  bragging  that  they  could  kill  all 
the  praying  Indians,  if  they  would,  Hiacooms  replyed, "  Let  all  the  powawes  in  the  island  come 
together ;  I'll  venture  my  self  in  the  midst  of  them ;  let  them  use  all  dieir  witchcrafts ;  with  the 
help  of  God,ril  tread  upon  them  all."  By  this  courage,  he  silenced  the  powawes:  but  at  the  same 
time  also  he  heartncd  the  people  at  such  a  rate  as  was  truly  wondeiful ;  nor  could  any  of  them  ever 
harm  this  eminent  confessor  afterward  ;  nor  indeed  any  pro^lyte  wbtcli  had  been  by  his  means 
brought  home  to  God  ;  yea,  it  was  observed,  after  this,  that  they  rather  killed  than  cured  all  such 
of  the  heathen  as  wauld  yet  make  use  of  their  enchantments  for  help  against  their  sicknesses. 


,aodt,Google 


503  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEKICANA; 

distant  from  Mashippaug,  which  have  Indian  preachers:  C)  3ohn  Cotton,  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Plymouth,  (son  of  my  .renerable  fathor-in-kw  John  Cotton,  formerly  Ihe  famous 
teacher  of  the  church  at  Boston,)  who  made  very  great  progress  in  learning  the  ludian  tongue, 
and  is  very  skilful  iu  it;  he  preaches  in  their  own  language  to  the  last  five  mentioned  con- 
gi'egations  every  week.    Moreover  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saeonet  in  Plymouth  Colony,  there 

(').  Of  Mr.  BlioVa  Felloa-lniBurers  ia  the  Indian  Work.— So  little  waa  ihe  aoul  of  our  Eliot 
Infocled  with  any  envy,  ae  ihnt  he  longed  for  nothing  more  than  fellow- iabourets,  Ihat  misht  move 
and  ehine  in  [hs  aame  orb  with  himaelf ;  he  made  hia  cries  both  to  God  and  man  for  more  labuaTtra 
lo  be  thrust  forth  into  the  Indian  harvest ;  and  indeed  it  was  an  harvest  of  so  few  aecular  advan- 
tages and  encouragements,  that  it  must  be  nolhing  lees  than  a  divine  thrust,  which  could  make 
any  to  labeur  iit  it.  He  saw  Ihe  answer  of  hia  prayers,  in  the  generous  and  vigorous  attempts  made 
by  several  other  most  worthy  preachers  of  the  gospel,  to  gaspelize  our  perishing  Indians,  At  the 
wriling  of  my  fiither'a  letter,  there  were  four ;  but  the  number  of  ihem  increases  apace  among  us. 
At  Martha's  Vineyard,  the  old  Mr.  Mayhew,  and  several  of  his  sons  or  grandsons,  have  done  very 
worthily  Tot  the  soula  of  the  Indians;  there  were,  fifteen  years  ago,  by  compnlalion,  about  fifteen 
hundred  seals  of  their  ministry  upon  that  one  island.  In  Connecticut,  the  holy  and  acute  Mr.  Filch 
has  made  noble  essaya  towards  ihe  conversion  of  the  Indiana ;  but,  I  think,  the  prince  he  has  to  deal 
withal,  being  an  obaliuate  inBde],  gives  unhappy  remora'a  la  the  successes  of  his  ministry.  And 
godly  Mr.  Pierson  has  in  thai  colony  deserved  well,  if  I  mistake  not,  upon  llie  same  account.  In 
Massaohusets  we  see  at  this  day  the  pious  Mr.  Daniel  Gookin,  (he  gracious  Mr.  Peter  Tiiacher,  the 
well  accomplished  and  industrious  Mr.  Grindal  Knwson,  all  of  them  hard  at  work  to  larn  these 
poor  creatures  "&om  darkness  unto  light,  and  from  Satan  unto  God."  In  Plymouth  we  have  the 
most  active  Mr.  Samuel  Treat  laying  out  himaelf  lo  save  this  generHtion;  and  there  is  one  Mr. 
Tapper,  who  uses  his  laudable  endeavours  for  the  instruction  of  them. 

'Tis  my  relation  to  him  that  causes  me  to  defer  unto  the  last  place  the  mention  of  Mr.  John  Cot- 
ton, who  halh  addressed  the  Indians  iu  their  own  laugnage  with  some  dexterity.  He  hired  an 
liidian,  afler  the  rate  (^twelve-pence  per  day  for^/fSl  days,  le  teach  him  the  Indian  tongue;  but 
his  knavish  tutor  having  received  his  whole  pay  loo  soon,  ran  away  before  Ivreniy  days  were  out ; 
Iiowever,  in  this  time  he  had  profited  so  far,  that  he  could  quickly  preach  unto  the  natives. 

Having  told  my  reader  that  the  second  edition  of  the  Indian  Bible  was  wholly  of  hia  correction 
and  amendment — because  il  ia  not  proper  lor  me  to  say  much  of  him — I  shall  only  add  this  remark- 
able story:  An  English  minister,  accompanied  by  the  govemour  and  major-general,  and  sundry 
persons  of  quality  belonging  to  Plymouth,  made  a  journey  lo  a  nation  of  Indians  in  ihe  neighbour- 
hood, with  a  free  offer  of  the  "  words  whereby  they  might  be  saved."  The  prince  took  lime  to 
consider  of  it,  and  according  lo  the  true  English  of  taking  time  in  such  cases,  at  length  he  told 
them,  "  He  did  not  accept  the  lender  which  they  made  him."  They  then  look  their  leaves  of  him, 
not  wilhoot  first  giving  him  ihia  plain  and  short  admonition :  "  If  God  have  any  mercy  for  your 
miserable  people,  he  will  quickly  find  a  way  to  take  you  out  of  the  way."  It  was  presently  after 
this  that  this  prince,  going  forth  lo  a  battel  against  another  nation  of  Indians,  was  kUled  in  the  fight  ( 
and  the  young  prince  being  in  hia  minority,  the  government  fell  into  the  hauda  of  pfotectais,  which 
favoured  the  interest  of  the  gospel.  The  Enghsh  being  advised  of  it,  speedily  and  prosperously 
renewed  ihe  tidings  of  an  eteraal  Saviour  lo  the  salvages,  who  have  ever  since  attended  upon  the 
gospel:  and  the  young  aachim,  afier  he  came  lo  age,  expressed  hia  approbation  of  the  Ctiriaiian 
relipon;  especially  when  a  while  since  he  lay  dying  of  a  tedious  distemper,  and  would  keep  reading 
of  Mr.  Baxler's  "  Call  to  the  Uncanverted,"  wilh  Hoods  of  teara  in  his  eyes,  while  he  had  any  strength 
to  do  il. 

Such  as  these  are  the  persons  whom  our  Eliot  left  engaged  in  the  Indian-work  when  he  departed 
fi'om  his  employment  unto  his  recompence.  And  these  gentlemen  are  so  indefatigable  in  their 
ktboura  among  the  Indiana,  as  ihat  the  most  equal  judges  must  acknowledge  them  worthy  of  much 
greater  salaries  than  they  are  generously  contented  wilh.  But  one  may  see  then  who  inspired  that 
clamorous  (though  contemptible)  persecutor  of  this  country,  who  very  zealously  ad drefsed  the  A.  B. 
of  Canterbury,  that  these  miniatera  might  be  deprived  of  their  little  stipends,  and  that  the  said  sti- 
pends might  go  to  maintain  that  worship  among  us,  which  the  plantation  was  erected  on  purpose 
for  the  peaceable  avoiding  of. 
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is  a  great  congregation  of  those  who  for  diatinclion  Bake  are  called  "praying  Indiana," 
because  they  pray  to  God  in  Christ 

Not  far  ii'om  a  promontory  called  Cape  Cod,  there  are  six  naseniblies  of  heathens  who 
are  to  be  reckoned  oa  catechumens,  amongst  whom  there  are  six  Indian  preachers:  Samuel 
Treat,  pastor  of  a  church  at  Eastham,  preacheth  to  those  congregationa  in  fheir  own  language- 
There  are  likewise  amongst  the  islanders  of  Nantucket  a  church,  with  a  pastor  who  waa 
lately  a  heathen,  and  several  meetings  of  catechumens,  who  are  instructed  by  the  converted 
Indians.  There  is  also  another  island,  about  seven  leagues  long,  (called  Martha's  Vineyard,) 
where  are  two  American  churches  planted,  which  ai'e  more  famous  than  the  rest,  over  one 
of  which  there  presides  an  ancient  Indian  as  pastor,  called  Hiacooms;  John  Hiacooms,  son 
of  the  Indian  pastor,  also  preacheth  the  gospel  to  his  countrymen.  In  another  church  in 
that  place,  John  Tockinosh,  a,  converted  Indian,  teaches.  In  these  chui'ches  ruling  eiders  of 
the  Indians  are  joined  to  the  pastors :  the  pastors  were  chosen  by  the  people,  and  when  they 
had  fasted  and  prayed.  Mi'.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Cotton  laid  their  hands  on  them,  so  that  they  were 
solemnly  ordained.    All  the  congregations  (^)  of  the  converted  Indians  (both  the  eatechu- 

(').  TJie  Sacred  and  Solemn  Exercises  performed  in  the  Indian  Congregations. — My  father's 
account  of  Che  exercises  performed  in  the  Indian  congregations,  will  tell  us  what  a  blcBsed  frujl  our 
Eliot  saw  of  his  labaura,  before  he  went  unto  those  rev>ards  which  God  had  reserved  in  the  heavens 
for  him.  Some  of  the  Indians  quickly  built  for  themselves  good  and  large  meeling-housfs  after  the 
English  mode,  in  which  also,  after  the  Engiisli  mode,  they  attended  the  "  things  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven."  And  some  of  the  English  were  helpful  to  them  upon  this  account ;  among  whom  I  ought 
particularly  to  mention  thai  learned,  pious  and  charitable  gentleman,  the  worshipful  Samuel  Sewnl, 
Esq.,  who,  at  his  own  charge,  built  a  meeting-house  for  one  of  the  Indian  congregations,  and  gave 
those  Indiana  cause  to  pray  for  him  under  that  character,  "  he  loveth  our  nation,  for  he  hath  built 
us  a  synagogue." 

It  only  remains  that  I  give  a  touch  or  two  upon  the  worship  which  is  attended  in  thf  syoagoguee 
of  the  Indians.  And  first,  the  very  name  of  "praying  Indians"  will  assure  us  thai  ptnyer  is  one 
of  dieir  devotions ;  be  sure,  they  could  not  be  our  Eliol'a  disciples  if  it  were  not  so.  But  how  do 
they  pray!  We  are  told,  it  is  "  without  a  form.beeauae  from  the  heart;"  which  is,  as  I  remember, 
Tertullian's  expression  concerning  ihe  prayers  in  the  assemblies  of  the  primitive  Christiana;  namely, 
cine  taonitare  quia  de  peclore,*  It  is  evident  that  Ihe  primitive  Christians  had  no  staled  Ulurgi<->^ 
among  ihem  ;  that  no  forma  of  prayers  were  in  their  time  imposed  upon  the  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel ;  that  even  about  tiie  platform  of  prayer  given  ns  by  our  Lord,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Austin 
himself,  notwithetanding  the  advances  made  in  his  age  towards  what  we  connt  evperatitioua,  that 
"oar  Lord  therein  taught,  not  what  words  we  should  use  in  prayer,  but  what  things  we  should 
ptay  for,"  And  whatever  ecolS  the  profanity  of  onr  days  has  abused  thatpArase  and  (iiiis  withal, 
Gregory  N aiianzen  in  his  days  counted  it  the  honour  of  his  father's  publick  prayers,  "that  be  had 
them  from,  and  made  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit."  Our  Indians  accordingly  iind  that,  if  they  study 
the  iDords  of  God,  and  their  own  sina  and  wants,  they  shall  soon  come  to  that  attainment,  "behold, 
they  pray  !"  They  can  pray  with  much  pertinence  and  enlargement;  and  would  much  wonder  at 
it,  if  they  should  hear  of  an  English  clergy  that  should  "  rend  their  prayers  cut  of  a  book,"  when  they 
should  "  pour  out  their  souls"  before  the  Gad  of  Heaven. 

Tbtiit  preaching  has  much  of  Eliot,  and  therefore  you  may  be  sure  much  of  Scripture,  but  per- 
haps more  of  the  Christian  than  of  the  scholar  in  it.  I  know  not  how  io  describe  it  better  than  by 
reciting  the  heads  of  a  sermon,  uttered  by  an  Indian  on  a  day  of  htaniliation,  kept  by  them,  at  a 
time  when  great  rains  had  given  much  damage  to  their  fruits  and  fields.     It  waa  on  this  wise: 
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mens  and  those  in  church  oiiier)  every  Lord's  day  meet  together;  the  pastor  or  pi'ea«her 
always  begins  with  prayer,  and  mUkoia  a  form,  hecause  from  the  heart ;  when  the  ruler  of  the 
aasembly  has  ended  prayer,  the  whole  congregation  of  Indiana  praise  God  with  singing; 
some  of  them  are  excellent  singers:  after  the  psalm,  he  that  preaches  reads  a  place  of  Scrip- 
ture, (one  or  more  verses  as  he  will,)  and  expounds  it,  gathers  doctrines  from  il,  proves  them 
by  serlptures  and  reasons,  and  infers  uses  from  them  after  the  manner  of  the  English,  of 
whom  they  huve  been  taught;  then  another  prayer  to  God  in  the  name  of  Christ  eondudes 
the  whole  service.  Thus  do  they  meet  together  twice  every  Loivi's  day.  They  observe  no 
kolif-days  but  the  Lord's  day,  except  upon  some  extraor^nary  occasion ;  and  then  they  sol- 
emnly set  apart  whole  days,  either  giving  thanks  or  fasting  and  praying  with  great  fervour 
of  mind. 

Before  the  English  came  into  these  coasts  these  barbarous  nations  were  altogether  igno- 
rant of  the  true  God;  henee  it  is  that  in  their  prayers  and  sermons  they  use  English  words 
and  terms;  he  that  calls  npirn  the  most  holy  name  of  God,  says,  Jehovah,  or  God,  or  Loi'd, 
and  also  they  have  learned  and  borrowed  many  other  theological  phrases  from  us. 

In  short,  "There  are  six  churches  of  baptized  Indians  in  New-England,  and  eighteen 
assemblies  of  oatechnmens,  professing  the  name  of  Christ;  of  the  Indians  there  are  four- 
and-twenty  who  are  preachers  of  the  word  of  God,  and  besides  these  there  are  four  Eng- 
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;  so  God  will  smell  a  savour  of  rest, 
and  he  will  withhold  tho  miK,  end  bless  us  with  eacb  frxil/«l  semona  as  we  are  deeiring  of  him." 

Thus  preached  on  Indian  called  Nishokon,  above  thirty  years  ago;  and  sinoe  that,  I  suppose, 
they  have  grown  a  lillle  further  into  the  New-English  way  of  preaching;  you  may  have  in  their 
sermons,  a  KakkoolmaiDehteaonk,  that  is,  a  djicirine!  Nahtootomtoehieaonk,  or  queation;  a  Sam- 
pooaonk,  or  an  atuncer;  Witckeayeiiank,  or  a  reason;  with  an  Ouwotcank,  or  an  use  for  the-  close 
of  all. 

As  for  hols-days,  you  may  lake  it  for  granted  our  Eliot  would  not  perawade  his  Indians  to  any 
stated  one.  Even  the  Christian  festival  ilaelf,  he  knew  to  be  a  stranger  unto  the  apostolical 
time;  that  the  exquisite  VoshoB  himself  acknowledges  it  was  not  celebrated  in  the  first  or  second 
centuryi  and  that  there  is  a  truth  in  the  words  of  the  great  Cheminitius,  Aiiniversarium  Diem 
Natalis  Ckriali,  eelebralata  fuisse,  apud  vetaaiiaeimoa  nunqaam  legitaT."  He  knew  tbal  if  the 
"day  of  oar  Lord's  nativity"  were  to  be  observed,  it  should  not  be  in  December;  that  many  churches 
for  divers  ages  kept  it  not  in  December,  but  in  January ;  that  Chrysostom  himself,  aboat  four  hun- 
dred years  afier  out  Saviour,  excuses  the  novelty  of  the  December  season  for  it,  and  confesses  it  had 
not  been  kept  above  ten  years  at  Constantinople :  no,  that  it  should  rather  be  in  Sepieinher,  in  which 
month  the  Jews  kept  the  feast  that  was  a  type  of  our  Lord's  Inoarnalion ;  and  Solomon  also  brought 
the  ark  into  the  temple  ;  for  our  Lord  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  enired  upon  his  public  niinia- 
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lish  niinisfers,  who  preach  the  gospel  in  the  Indian  tijngue."  (')  I  am  now  my  self  weary 
witJi  writing,  and  I  fear  lost,  if  I  should  add  more,  I  should  also  he  tedious  to  you;  yet  one 

try ;  and  he  continued  in  il  "  three  years  and  an  hulf "  Now,  his  death  was  in  March,  and  it  is  easy 
then  to  calculate  when  bla  birth  ought  Co  be.  Ho  knew  that  indeed  God  had  hid  this  day  as  he 
did  the  body  of  Mosea,  la  prevent  idolatry;  but  that  antichrist  had  chese  this  day,  to  acconrniodate 
the  Pagans  in  their  liceniious  and  their  debouched  Saturaalia;  and  that  a  Tertullian  would  not 
stick  to  eay,  "  ShaU  we  Christiam,  who  have  nothing  to  do  wllh  the  festivals  of  the  Jews,  which 
were  once  of  divine  inelitution,  embrace  the  Saturnalia  of  the  heaihenal  How  do  the  Gentiles 
shame  ae,  who  are  more  true  to  their  religion  than  we  are  to  ours?  None  of  them  will  observe  the 
Lord's  day,  for  fear  lest  they  shouhl  be  Christians;  and  shall  not  we  then,  by  observing  their  festi- 
vals, fear  lest  we  be  made  Elknicks!"  In  fine,  it  was  hia  opinion  [hat  for  ua  to  have  elated  holy- 
daya  which  are  not  appointed  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  deep  refltction  upon  the  wi:duni  of  that 
glorioua  Lord ;  and  he  brought  up  hia  Indians  in  the  principles  which  the  old  Walden^es  had  about 
such  unwarrantable  holy- days. 

Nevertheless,  he  taught  them  to  set  apart  their  days  for  both  fasting  and  pi-ayer,  and  for  feasting 
and  prayer,  when  there  should  be  txtraordinary  occasions  for  them  ;  and  ihey  perform  the  duties 
of  these  days  with  a  very  laborious  piety.  One  party  of  the  Indians  long  since,  of  their  own  accord, 
kept  a  day  of  supplication  logether,  wherein  one  of  them  discoursed  upon  Psal.  Isvi,  7;  "  He  rules 
by  his  power  for  ever,  his  eyes  behold  the  nationa,  let  not  the  rebellious  esalt  themselves."  And 
when  one  asked  them  afierwards  what  was  the  reason  of  their  keeping  of  auch  a  day,  they  replied, 
"  It  was  to  obtain  five  mercies  of  God ;" 

Thirdty,  l]iat  Ihey  migbt  wilhsland  Itie  leniplBllous  uf  wicked  men,  m  tbat  l)ie/  might  not  be  drawn  back  rrom 
Ood.  Fourthly,  tlint  Ihey  might  bo  obodienl  nulo  ths  counuUH  and  nommands  of  Ihalr  ruiare.  Fillldy,  that  Hay 
might  have  their  sins  done  away  by  the  rademplion  of  Jesaa  Christ ;  and  lastly,  llial  Ihey  might  wolli  in  the  good 

I  must  here  embrace  my  opportunity  to  tell  the  world,  that  our  cautious  Eliot  was  far  from  the 
opinion  of  those  who  have  thought  it  not  only  warrantable,  bat  also  comm     d  bl  do  m 

heachenifib  usages  into  the  worship  of  God,  for  the  more  easy  Bud  speedy  g         g     f    h     hta  I 
to  that  worship.    The  policy  of  treating  the  Pagan  riles  as  the  Jews  we     w  d 

before  they  mariied  them,  to  shave  their  hair  and  pare  their  naile,  our  Elio  d  d     I  us 

ua  pemicioua.     He  knew  that  the  idolatries  and  abominalions  of  Popery  w        f       dd         h  y 

of  proselyting  the  barbarous  nations,  which  made  their  descent  upon  the  R  m  p  d  h 

looked  npon  the  like  methods  which  the  Protestants  have  used,  that  they  migh       g  h  m    1 

with  the  Papists,  and  that  our  separation  from  them  ahould  become  the  less  d       er  ]     tisi  I 

to  be  the  most  gensiiie  and  dangerous  wound  of  the  reformation.     Wheref  I  ss       m 

than  Dr.  Henry  Moor  says  about  our  compliances  with  the  Papists,  which  f  P 

"  Their  conversion  and  salvation  being  not  to  be  compassed  by  needless  symb  1  a  g  w  h  b 
Eny  thing,  I  conceive  our  beat  policy  is  studiously  to  imitate  them  in  nothing  b  f  II  d  ff 
things,  to  think  rather  the  worse  of  them  for  their  using  of  them,  as  no  perso      f  h  Id  will 

ingly  go  in  the  known  garb  of  infemoua  persons.  Whatsoever  we  court  ihem  m  h  y  d  b 
it  to  our  scorn  and  contempt,  and  are  the  more  hardened  in  their  own  wickedness."  To  act  upon 
this  principle,  is  the  design  and  glory  of  New- England!  And  our  Eliot  was  of  ihia  perswaaion,  when 
he  brought  his  Indiana  to  a  pure,  plain  Scripture  worsiip.  He  would  not  gratify  [hem  with  a 
Samaritan  aort  of  blended,  miied  worahip;  and  he  imagined,  as  well  he  might,  that  the  Apostle 
Paul's  first  Epiatle  to  the  Corinthians  had  enough  in  it  for  ever  to  deter  ua  all  from  such  unchristian 
and  unhappy  temporizing. 

(').  A  Cotnpflrisoi  hetween  what  the  New-Englanders  Jiave  done  for  the  Conversion  of  the 
Indiana,  and  what  haa  been  done  etseahere  by  the  Koman  Catholicks.~-lt\a  to  be  confessed,  thai 
the  Roman  Catholicks  iiave  a  clergy  so  very  numerous,  and  so  litlle  encumbred,  and  are  masters  of 
such  prodigious  ecclesiastical  revenues,  as  renders  it  very  eaay  for  them  to  ejceed  the  Protestants 
in  their  endeavours  to  Christianize  the  Pagan  salvages.  Nor  would  I  reproach,  but  rather  applaud 
their  indnstry  in  this  matter,  wishing  that  we  were  all  touched  with  an  emulation  of  it.  Never- 
theless, while  I  commend  their  industry,  they  do  by  their  clamours  against  the  reformed  churches 
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tiling  I  must  add,  which  I  had  almost  forgot,  that  there  are  many  of  the  Indians'  children 
who  have  learneiJ  by  heart  the  catcehiam,  cither  of  that  famous  divine  William  Perkins,  or 

upon  thia  aMoual  oblige  me  to  tax  direre  very  acandalous  things  in  ihe  missions  whiuh  they  malie 
pro  propng'anilo  fide*  throughout  iha  world ;  and  therewithal  to  compare  what  haa  been  done  by 
ihat  little  handfiil  of  reformed  chm-ches  in  this  country,  which  tias  in  divers  regards  outdone  the 
farthest  elforts  of  Fopery. 

The  attainments  which  with  God's  help  we  have  carried  up  oxir  Indiana  unto,  are  the  chief  lura- 
our  and  glory  of  oiir  labours  with  them.  The  reader  will  smUe,  perhaps,  when  I  tell  him  that,  by 
an  odd  accident,  there  are  lately  fallen  into  my  hands  the  manuscripts  of  a  Jesuile,  whom  the  French 
employed  aa  a  misMonary  among  the  western  Indians ;  in  which  papers  there  are  both  a  catechism, 
containing  the  principles  which  those  healhens  are  to  be  instructed  in ;  and  cases  of  conscii-aee, 
referring  lo  their  conversations.  The  catechism,  which  is  in  the  Iroquoiae  language,  (a  language 
remarkable  for  thia,  that  there  is  not  so  much  aa  one  labial  in  it,)  with  a  translation  annexed,  has 
one  chapter  about  heaven  and  another  about  fteil,  wherein  are  such  thick-sJculUd  passages  asllicse: 

Q.  How  is  th«  Kyi  made  In  heanin  ? 

A  Tia  B  -very  fair  toj;/,  they  wanl  neither  for  mMls  nor  daalhi ;  "tis  but  Bistjn^,  and  we  have  Ihem. 

Q.  Are  they  employed  in  hesYen! 

Q.  What  sort  of  (fees  are  lhet«  ? 

Q.  Have  they  in  hettven  He  smpb  bqd,  the  saioo  wind,  Ihe  aame  ihundtr  Ihit  ws  have  here? 

Q.  But  how  Iheh'  lluilar 

A  In  this  one  quality  Uiej  exceed  ours :  thnl  they  Etra  nf  per  wasted ;  you  have  no  Hoojicr  plucked  one,  hut  you 

And  after  Ihia  rate  goes  on  the  oateehiam  concerning  keavea.     Concerning  hell,  it  thus  discourses: 


a.  Hi.ve  Ihey  any  right  In  heU  7 
A.  Nu.  11b  always  datlc ;  there 
a  What  shaped  Ihinge  ai-e  Iho  i 
A.  Very  ill-shoped  Oihiga ;  th^y 


A.  Horrfd  water;  noUiing  hut  msilmliMd. 

a  Don't  Uiey  die  in  hell? 

A.  No :  yet  Ihey  eat  one  another  evorj  day ;  hul  amun,  God  restores  and  renews  the  man  thai  mas  ealen,  us  a 
cropl  plant  in  a  llUle  lime  repullulalos. 

It  Eeems  they  have  not  thought  thia  divinity  too  gross  for  Ihe  barbarians.  But  I  shall  make  no 
reflections  on  it ;  only  add  one  or  two  cnseB  of  conscience,  from  their  directory, 

II  is  one  of  their  weighty  cases, "  Whether  a  Christian  be  bound  to  pay  his  whore  her  hire  or  no  J" 
To  thia  Father  Brulas  answers,  "Though  he  he  bound  in  justice  to  do  it,  yet  inaamuch  as  the  bar- 
barians [and  you  must  auppose  their  whores  to  be  such]  use  lo  keep  no  faith  in  such  mailers,  ihe 
Christians  may  chuse  whether  they  will  keep  any  too."  But  Father  Pierron,  with  a  most  profound 
learning,  answers, "  He  is  not  bound  onto  it  at  all ;  inaamuch  as  no  man  thinks  himself  bound  to  pay 
a  witch  that  haa  enchanted  him ;  and  this  business  is  pretly  much  a  kin  to  that." — Another  of  their 
difficult  cases  is, "  Whether  an  Indian  steeling  an  halchet  from  a  Dutch-man  be  bonnd  to  make 
restitution!  And  it  is  very  conscientiously  determined,  Ihat  if  the  Dutch-man  be  one  that  has  naed 
any  trade  whh  other  Indians,  the  thief  is  not  bound  unto  any  restitution;  for  it  is  certain  he  gains 
more  by  snch  a  trade  than  the  value  of  many  hatchela  in  a  year." 

I  wUI  tire  my  reader  with  no  more  of  ihis  wretched  stuff.  But  lei  him  understand  that  the  pros- 
elyted Indians  of  New-England  have  been  inslrueled  at  a  more  noble  rate ;  we  have  helped  them 
to  the  "sincere  milk  of  the  word;"  we  have  given  them  the  whole  Bible  in  their  own  language: 
we  have  laid  before  them  such  a  creed  as  the  primitive  beUevera  had,  with  such  expUcations  as  we 
embark  onr  own  souls  upon  the  assurance  of     And  God  has  blessed  out  education  of  these  poor 
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Hiat  put  forth  by  the  assembly  of  divines  at  Westminster,  and  in  tlieir  own  mother  tongue 
can  onawer  to  all  the  questions  in  it. 


ch  a  measure,  that  they  can  pray  end  prench  to  better  edilicalion  (give  me  leave  to 
say  it)  tban  multimdea  of  the  Romish-clergymen.  We  could  have  baptised  many  troops  of  Indians, 
il'  WB  would  have  used  no  other  measures  with  them,  than  the  Roman  Catholicks  did  upon  theirs 
nt  Maryland,  where  ihey  baplised  a  great  crew  of  Indians,  in  eome  view  skirta,  beston'ed  upon  them 
(o  encourage  them  ihereonto ;  but  the  Indians,  in  a  week  or  two,  not  knowing  how  to  wash  their  . 
shirts  when  they  were  grown  foul,  came  and  made  a  motion  that  the  Roman  Catholicka  would  give 
more  shirts  to  them,  ot  else  ihey  would  renounce  their  baptism.  No,  it  is  a  thorough-paced  Chris- 
tianily,  without  which  we  have  not  imagmed  our  Indians  Christianized. 

Nor  have  we  been  acted  with  a  Roman  Catholiok  avarice,  and  falsity,  and  cruelty  in  prosecnl- 
ing  of  our  conversions;  it  ia  the  spiirit  of  an  Elioi,  that  has  all  along  directed  us.  It  is  a  specimen 
of  the  Popish  avarice  that  their  missionaries  are  very  rarely  employed  but  where  beter  and  eilver 
and  vast  riches  ate  I0  be  thereby  gained ;  their  ministry  is  hot  a  sort  of  engine  to  enrich  Enropeana 
with  (he  treasures  of  the  Indies;  thus  one  escaped  from  captivity  among  the  Spaniards  told  me, 
that  the  Spanish  friars  had  carried  their  gospel  into  the  spacious  country  of  California,  hut  finding 
the  Indiana  there  to  be  extremely  jiDor,  they  quickly  gave  over  the  work,  because  forsooth  "  such  a. 
poor  nation  was  not  worth  converting."  Whereas  the  New-Englanders  could  eipect  nothing  from 
their  Indians.  We  are  to  feed  them  and  cloath  them,  rather  than  receive  any  thing  from  them, 
when  we  bring  them  home  to  God.  Again,  the  Popish  falsity  disposes  them  to  so  much  legerde- 
main in  their  applicadons,  as  is  very  disagreeable  to  the  spirit  and  progress  of  the  gospel.  My 
worthy  friend.  Mynheer  Dellius,  who  has  been  sedulous  and  successful  in  his  ministry  among  the 
Maquas,  assures  me  that  a  French  predicator,  having  been  attemptmg  to  bring  over  those  Indiana 
unto  the  interest  (not  of  out  Saviour  so  much  as)  of  Canada,  at  last,  for  a  cure  of  their  iniidelily, 
told  them  he  would  give  them  a  sign  of  God's  displeasure  at  them  for  it:  the  sim  ahoatd  such  a  day 
be  put  out.  This  terrified  them  at  a  sad  rate,  and  with  great  admiration  and  expceiation  they  told 
the  Butch  of  what  was  to  come  to  pass ;  the  Dutch  replied,  "  This  was  no  more  than  every  child 
among  them  conid  forelel;  ihey  all  knew  there  wonld  then  be  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  ;  but  (said  they) 
apeak  to  Monsieur,  that  he  would  get  the  sun  eitinguished  a  day  before,  or  a  day  after,  what  he 
spoke  of,  and  if  he  can  do  that,  beheve  him."  When  the  Indians  thus  nnderstood  wliat  a  trick  the 
J-Vencl-man  would  hove  put  upon  them,  they  became  irreconcilcably  prejudiced  against  all  his 
oflers  i  nor  have  the  French  been  since  ahle  to  gain  much  upon  that  considerable  people.  The 
New-Englanders  hove  used  no  such  stTataecms  and  kiameries ;  it  is  the  pure  light  of  truth,  which 
is  all  that  lias  been  used  for  the  affecting  of  the  rude  people  whom  it  was  easy  to  hove  cheated 
into  our  profession.  Much  less  have  we  used  that  Popish  cruelty  which  the  natives  of  America 
have  by  some  other  people  been  treated  with.  Even  a  bishop  of  their  own  hath  published  veiy 
tragioal  hisloiies  of  the  Spanish  cruelties  npon  the  Indians  of  this  western  world.  Such  were  those 
cruelties,  that  the  Indians  at  length  declared,  "  ihey  had  rather  go  to  hell  with  their  ancestors,  than 
to  the  same  heaven  which  the  Spaniards  pretended  unto."  It  is  indeed  impossible  to  reckon  np 
the  various  and  exquisite  barbaritiefl  with  which  these  execrable  Spaniards  murdered  in  less  than 
fifty  years  no  less  than  fifty  millions  of  the  Indians ;  it  seems  this  was  their  way  of  bringing  them 
into  the  aheepfold  of  oar  merciful  Jeaua !  But,  on  the  other  side,  the  good  people  of  New-England 
have  carried  it  with  so  much  tenderness  towards  the  tawny  creatures  among  whom  we  live,  that 
they  would  not  own  so  much  as  one  foot  of  land  in  1 
from  the  natives  that  laid  claim  unlo  it;  albeit,  w 
Britain  to  protect  us  in  our  settlement  upon  this  continent. 

I  suppose  it  was  in  revenge  upon  us  for  this  cmscietitiovsness,  that  the  late  oppressors  of  New- 
England  acknowledged  no  man  to  have  any  title  at  all  unto  one  fool  of  land  in  all  our  colony. 
But  we  did  and  we  do  ihloli,  notwithstanding  the  banters  of  those  loiies,  that  the  Indians  had  not 
by  their  Paganism  so  forfeited  all  right  unto  any  of  their  possessions,  that  the  first  pretended  Chris- 
tinns  that  could,  might  vialently  and  yet  koneatly  seize  upon  them.  Instead  of  this,  the  people  of 
New-England,  knowing  that  some  of  the  English  were  sufficiently  covetous  and  encroaching,  and 
that  the  Indians  in  streighls  are  easily  prevailed  upon  to  sell  their  lands,  made  a  law,  "  That  none 
should  purchase,  or  so  much  as  receive  any  land  of  the  Indians,  without  the  allowance  of  the  court." 
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•our  univei-sity,  to  whom  I  desire  yoa 


Yea,  and  some  lands  which  were  peculiarly  convenient  for  ihe  Indiana,  our  people,  who  were  more 
careful  of  them  than  they  were  of  themseWeB,  made  a  law,  "  Ihal  they  should  never  be  bovight  out 
of  iheir  hands."  I  suppose  afler  this  it  wonld  surprise  mankind,  if  they  should  hear  such  wonder- 
ful creatures  as  our  late  secretary  Randolph  BfHmiing, "  This  barbarous  people  were  never  civilly 
treated  by  the  late  government,  who  made  it  their  business  to  encroach  upon  their  lands,  and  by 
degree-s  to  drive  them  out  of  all."  But  how  many  other  laws  we  made  in  favour  of  the  Indiaiie, 
it  is  not  easy  to  reckon  up. 

It  was  one  of  our  laws,  "  That  for  the  further  encouragement  of  the  hopeful  work  amonif  ihem, 
for  the  civilizing  and  Christianizing  of  them,  any  Indian  that  should  he  brought  unto  civiiily,  and 
come  to  live  orderly  in  any  Eiighsh  plantation,  should  have  suoh  nllotmenls  among  the  English,  as 
the  English  had  themselves.  And  that  if  a  competent  number  of  them  should  ao  come  on  lo  oivil- 
ity  as  to  be  ci(pable  of  a  township,  the  General  Court  should  grant  them  lands  for  a  plantation  as 
they  do  unto  the  Engliah,"  although  we  had  already  bought  up  their  claims  unto  our  lands.  We 
likewise  had  our  laws,  "  That  if  any  of  our  calilc  did  any  damage  to  their  corn,  we  should  make 
them  ample  satisfaction  ;  and  that  we  should  give  them  all  manner  of  assistance  in  fencing  of  their 
fields."  And  because  the  Indians  are  excessively  given  unto  the  vice  of  druntenness,  which  was 
B  vice  unknown  to  them  until  the  English  bioughl  strnng  drink  in  their  way,  we  have  had  a  severe 
law  against  all  selhng  or  giving  any  intosicating  liquors  to  them.     It  were  well  if  this  law  were 

By  this  time  I  hope  I  have  stopped  the  cBlnmnious  exclamations  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  ngainsl 
the  churches  of  the  reformation,  for  neglecting  to  evangeliie  the  natives  of  the  Indies.  But  let  me 
lake  this  occasion  to  address  the  Christian  Indiana  of  my  own  cotintry,  into  some  of  whose  bands, 
it  is  likely,  this  little  book  may  come : 

T  "  Behold,  ye  Indiana,  what  love,  what  care,  what  coat,  has  been  used  by  the  English  here,  for 

poral  advantage  from  you  that  we  have  been  thus  concerned  for  your  good  ;  no,  it  is  God  that  has 
caused  us  to  desire  his  glory  in  your  salvation ;  and  our  hearts  have  bled  with  pity  over  you,  when 
we  have  seen  how  horribly  the  devil  opprenscd  you  in  this,  and  deaii-oyed  you  in  another  world.  It 
is  much  that  has  been  done  for  you;  we  have  put  you  into  n  way  lo  be  hnppy  both  on  earth  while 
you  live,  and  in  heaven  when  you  die.  What  can  yon  think  will  become  of  you,  if  you  slight  all 
these  glorious  offers!  Melhinks  you  should  say  to  your  selves,  Vtloh  tcfh  kittinne  pch  quoh  httmu- 
nan  mishanantairwg  nc  moksag  wadchamttuoiil'  ■'  You  all  bejieve  that  your  teacher  Eliot  was  a 
good  and  a  irave  man,  and  you  would  count  it  your  blessedness  to  be  for  ever  with  him.  Never- 
theless, I  am  to  tell  you,  that  if  you  do'nt  become  reel,  and  thorough,  and  holy  Christians,  you  shall 
never  have  a  comfortable  ^ght  of  him  any  more.  You  know  how  he  has  fed  you,  and  cloatked 
you,  as  well  as  taught  yon ;  you  know  how  his  bowels  yearned  over  you,  even  as  though  yon  had 
been  his  children,  when  he  saw  any  afflictions  come  upon  youl  but  if  he  find  yoa  among  the 
wicked,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  which  he  so  often  worned  you  of,  he  will  then  be  a  dreadful  witness 
against  you,  and  when  the  Lord  Jesus  passes  thai  sentence  on  yon, '  Depart  ye  cursed  into  ever- 
lasting fire,  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,"  even  your  own  Eliot  will  then  say  omen  unto  it  all. 
Now,  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  there  are  two  vices  which  many  of  yoa  are  loo  prone  unlo,  and 
which  are  utterly  inconsistent  with  a  true  Chrittiamly.  One  of  those  vices,  is  that  of  idteaeia. 
If  yon  had  a  di"posidon  to  follow  an  honest  calling  what  should  hinder  you  from  growing  as  con- 
siderable in  your  estates  as  many  of  your  English  neighbours!  whereas,  yon  are  now  poor,  mean, 
ragged  starved  contemptible  and  miserable  and  mstead  of  being  able,  as  your  English  neigh- 
bours do  to  support  the  ordinances  of  God  you  are  beholden  to  them,  not  only  for  maintaining 
of  thoie  blessed  ordimnces  among  yon  but  for  many  other  kindnesses.  And  have  you  indeed 
forgot  the  commandmnit  of  God  which  ha'  been  «o  often  laid  before  you, 'Six  days  shalt  thow 
labour)  For  shame  apply  your  selves  to  such  labour  as  may  bring  you  into  more  handsome  cir- 
cum«tsnces  Bui  the  other  of  these  vices  is  that  of  dTankeaness.  There  are  godly  English 
neighbours  of  nhom  you  «ho  ild  learn  lo  pran  but  there  are  some  of  yon  that  learn  to  drink, 
of  othfr  profane   debauched  Engh-h  neiehbjur"      Poor  creatures,  it  is  by  ihi?  iniquity  that  Snlan 
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Farewel,  worthy  sir;  the  Lord  preserve  your  health  for  the  benefit  of  your  country,  his 
church,  and  of  learning'.  Yours  ever,  Ibcrease  Mathek 

Soiim  in  Mic-Ettglmd,  J^g  IS,  16B7. 

sliil  keepa  poaaeaeion  of  many  aouls  among  you,  as  much  Da  if  you  were  still  in  all  your  wofiil 
healhenism;  and  how  often  have  you  been  told,  'Drunkards  shall  not  intipnl  the  kingdom  of 
Godl'  I  beaeech  you  to  be  sensible  of  the  miBchiefe  to  which  this  thing  evposes  you  and  never 
dream  of  escaping  the  '  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,'  if  you  indulge  your  splvei  in  ihii  accursed  thing 
"I  have  done,  when  I  have  wished  that  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jeoug  imy  alwByi  run  and  be 
glorified  among  you !' " 


TEE  CONCLUSION;  OR,  ELIOT  EXPIRING. 

By  this  time,  I  have  doubtless  made  my  reader  loth  to  have  me  tell 
what  now  remains  of  this  little  history;  doubtless  they  are  wishing  that 
this  John  might  have  "tarried  unto  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord." 
But,  alas!  all-devouring  death  at  last  snatched  him  from  us,  and  slighted 
all  those  lamentations  of  ours,  "My  father,  my  fether,  the  chariots  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof  I" 

When  he  was  become  a  sort  of  Milea  Emeritus,  and  began  to  draw  near 
his  end,  he  grew  still  more  heavenly,  more  savoury,  more  divine,  and 
scented  more  of  the  spicy  country  at  which  he  was  ready  to  put  ashore. 
As  the  historian  observes  of  Tiberius,  that  when  his  life  and  strength 
were  going  from  him,  his  vice  yet  remained  with  him;  on  the  contrary, 
the  grace  of  this  excellent  man  rather  increased  than  abated,  when  every 
thing  else  was  dying  with  him.  It  is  too  usual  with  old  men,  that  when 
they  are  past  work,  they  are  least  sensible  of  their  inabilities  and  incapa- 
cities, and  can  scarce  endure  to  see  another  succeeding  them  in  any  part 
of  their  oihce.  But  our  Eliot  was  of  a  temper  quite  contrary  thereunto; 
for  finding,  many  months  before  his  expiration,  that  he  had  not  strength 
enough  to  edify  his  congregation  with  publick  prayers  and  sermons,  he 
importuned  his  people  with  some  impatience  to  call  another  minister; 
professing  himself  unable  to  die  with  comfort  until  he  could  see  a  good 
successor  ordained,  settled,  fixed  among  them.  For  this  cause  he  also 
cried  mightily  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  ascended  Lord,  that  be 
would  give  such  a  gifi  unto  Roxbury,  and  he  sometimes  called  his  whole 
town  together  to  join  with  him  in  st  fast  for  such  a  blessing.  As  the 
return  of  their  supplications,  our  Lord  quickly  bestowed  upon  them  a 
person  young  in  years,  but  old  in  discretion,  gravity  and  experience;  and 
one  whom  the  church  of  Roxbury  hopes  to  find  "a  pastor  after  God's 
own  heart." 

It  was  Mr.  Nehemiah  Walter,  who  being  by  the  unanimous  vote  and 
choice  of  the  church  there  become  the  pastor  of  Koxbury,  immediately 
found  the  venerable  Eliot  embracing  and  cherishing  of  him  with  the  ten- 
der affections  of  a  father.     The  good  old  man,  like  old  Aaron,  as  it  were, 
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disrobed  himself  with  an  unspeakable  satiafactioa  when  he  beheld  hia 
garments  put  upon  a  son  so  dear  unto  him.  After  this,  he  for  a  year  or 
two  before  his  translation  could  scarce  be  perswaded  unto  any  ptMick  ser- 
vice, but  humbly  pleaded,  what  none  but  he  would  ever  have  said,  "It 
would  be  a  wrong  to  the  souls  of  the  people,  for  him  to  do  any  thing 
among  them,  when  they  were  supplied  so  much  to  their  advantage  other- 
wise." If  I  mistake  not^  the  last  that  ever  he  preached  was  on  a  publiek 
fast,  when  he  fed  his  people  with  a  very  distinct  and  useful  exposition 
upon  the  eighty-third  psalm;  and  he  concluded  with  an  apology,  begging 
his  hearers  to  pardon  the  poorness,  and  meanness,  and  brohnness,  (as  he 
called  it)  of  his  meditations;  but,  added  he,  "My  dear  brother  here  will 
by'nd  by  mend  all." 

But  although  he  thus  dismissed  himself,  as  one  so  near  to  the  age  of 
ninety  might  well  have  done,  from  his  publick  labours,  yet  he  would  not 
give  over  his  endeavours,  in  a  more  private  sphere,  to  "  do  good  unto 
all."  He  had  always  been  an  enemy  to  idleness;  any  one  that  should 
look  into  the  little  diary  that  he  kept  in  his  Almanacks,  would  see  that 
there  was  with  him,  "no  day  without  a  line;"  and  he  was  troubled  par- 
ticularly when  he  saw  how  much  time  was  devoured  by  that  slavery  to 
tobacco,  which  too  many  debase  themselves  unto;  and  now  he  grew  old, 
he  was  desirous  that  his  teorJcs  should  hold  pace  with  his  U/e;  the  less 
time  he  saw  leji,  the  less  was  he  willing  to  have  lost.  He  imagined  that 
he  could  now  do  nothing  to  any  purpose  in  any  service  for  God;  and 
sometimes  he  would  say,  with  an  air  peculiar  to  himself,  "I  wonder  for 
what  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  lets  me  live;  he  knows  that  now  I  can  do 
nothing  for  him  1"  And  yet  he  could  not  forbear  essaying  to  do  something 
for  his  Lord ;  he  conceived  that  though  the  English  could  not  be  benefited 
by  any  gife  which  he  now  fancied  himself  to  have  only  the  ruins  of,  yet 
who  can  tell  hut  the  negroes  might  I  He  had  long  lamented  it,  with  a 
bleeding  and  a  burning  passion,  that  the  English  used  their  negroes  but  as 
their  horses  or  their  oxen,  and  that  so  little  care  was  taken  about  their 
immortal  souls;  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  prodigy  that  any  wearing  the 
name  of  Christians,  should  so  much  have  the  heart  of  devils  in  them,  as  to 
prevent  and  hinder  the  instruction  of  the  poor  blackamores,  and  confine 
the  souls  of  their  miserable  slaves  to  a  destroying  ignorance,  meerly  for 
fear  of  thereby  losing  the  benefit  of  their  vassalage;  but  now  he  made  a 
motion  to  the  English  within  two  or  three  miles  of  him,  that  at  such  a 
time  and  place  they' would  send  their  negroes  once  a  week  unto  him :  for 
he  would  tlien  catechise  them,  and  enlighten  them,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  in  the  things  of  their  everlasting  peace.  However,  he  did  not  live 
to  make  much  progress  in  this  undertaking. 

At  length,  when  he  was  able  to  do  little  without  doors,  he  tryed.  then  to 
do  something  within ;  and  one  thing  was  this :  A  young  boy  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood had  in  his  infancy  fallen  into  a  fire,  so  as  to  burn  himself  into 
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.t  blindness;  but  tliis  boy  being  now  grown  to  some  bigness,  the 
good  old  man  took  Mm  home  to  his  house,  with  some  intentions  to  make 
a  scholar  of  him.  He  first  informed  him  of  and  from  t^e  Scripture,  in 
which  the  boy  so  profited,  that  in  a  little  time  he  could  even  repeat  many 
■whole  chapters  verbatim,  and  if  any  other  in  reading  mi^ed  a  word,  he 
would  mind  them  of  it;  yea,  and  an  ordinary  piece  of  Latin  was  become 
easy  to  the  lad;  but  having  his  own  eyes  closed  by  death,  he  could  no 
longer  help  the  poor  child  against  the  want  of  his. 

Thus,  as  the  aged  Polycarp  could  say,  "These  eighty-sis  years  have  I 
served  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  he  has  been  such  a  good  master  to  me 
all  this  while,  that  I  will  not  now  forsake  him."  Such  a  Polycarp  was 
our  Eliot;  he  had  been  so  many  years  engaged  in  the  sweet  service  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  could  not  now  give  it  over:  it  was  his  ambi- 
tion and  his  privilege  "to  bring  forth  frijit,  in  old  age;"  and  what  venerar 
tion  the  church  of  Smyrna  paid  unto  that  angel  of  theirs,  we  were  upon 
the  like  accounts  willing  to  give  unto  this  "man  of  God." 

While  he  was  thus  making  his  retreat  out  of  this  evil  world,  bis  dis- 
courses from  time  to  time  ran  upon  "the  coming  of  the  Lord  JesUs 
Christ;"  it  was  the  theme  which  he  still  had  recourse  unto,  and  we  were 
sure  to  have  something  of  (iis,  whatever  other  subject  he  were  upon. 
On  this  he  talked,  on  this  he  prayed,  for  this  he  longed,  and  especially 
when  any  bad  news  arrived,  his  usual  reflection  thereupon  would  be, 
"Behold  some  of  the  clouds  in  which  we  mist  look  for  the  coming  of 
the  Son  of  man."  At  last  his  Lord,  for  whom  he  had  been  long  wishing 
— "Lord,  come!  I  have  been  a  great  while  ready  for  thy  coming  "—at  last, 
I  say,  his  Lord  came  and  fetched  him  away  into  the  "joy  of  his  Lord." 

He  fell  into  some  languishments  attended  with  a  fever,  which  in  a  few 
days  brought  him  into  thepangs  (may  I  say?  ovjoys)  of  death;  and  while 
he  lay  in  these,  Mr.  Walter  coming  to  him,  he  said  unto  him,  "Brother, 
thou  art  welcome  to  my  very  soul.  Pray  retire  to  thy  study  for  me,  and 
give  me  leave  to  be  gone;"  meaning  that  he  should  not,  by  petitions  to 
Heaven  for  his  life,  detain  him  here.  It  was  in  these  languishments  that, 
speaking  about  the  work  of  the  gospel  among  the  Indians,  he  did  after 
this  heavenly  manner  express  himself:  "There  is  a  cloud,  (said  he)  a  dark 
cloud  upon  the  work  of  the  gospel  among  the  poor  Indians.  The  Lord 
revive  and  prosper  that  work,  and  grant  it  may  live  when  I  am  dead.  It 
is  a  work  which  I  have  been  doing  much  and  long  about. — But  what  was 
the  word  I  spoke  last?  I  recall  that  word,  my  doinys!  Alas,  they  have 
been  poor  and  small,  and  lean  doing,  and  I'll  be  the  man  that  shall  throw 
the  first  stone  at  them  all." 

It  has  been  observed  that  they  who  have  spoke  many  considerable 
things  in  their  lives,  usually  speak  few  at  their  deaths.  But  it  was  other- 
wise with  our  Eliot,  who,  after  much  speech  of  and  for  God  in  his  life- 
time, uttered  some  things  little  short  of  oracles  on  his  death-bed,  which  'tis 
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a  thousand  pities  tiey  were  not  more  exactly  regarded  and  recorded. 
Those  authors  that  have  taken  the  pains  to  collect  Apopht/iegmata  Mori- 
entum*  have  not  therein  been  unserviceable  to  the  living;  but  the  Apo- 
phthegms of  a  dying  Eliot  must  have  had  in  them  a  grace  and  a  strain 
truly  extraordinary;  and  indeed  the  vulgar  error  of  the  signal  sweetness 
in  the  song  of  a  dying  swan,  was  a  very  truth  in  our  expiring  Eliot;  his 
last  breath  smelt  strong  of  heaven,  and  waa  articled  into  Tione  but  very 
gracious  notes;  one  of  the  last  whereof  was,  "Welcome  joy!"  and  at  last 
it  went  away,  calling  upon  the  standers  by  to  "Pray,  pray,  pray  I"  which 
was  the  thing  in  which  so  vast  a  portion  of  it  had  been  before  employed. 

This  was  the  peace  in  the  end  of  this  "perfect  and  upright  man;"  thus 
was  there  another  star  fetched  away  to  be  placed  among  the  rest  that  the 
third  heaven  is  now  enriched  with.  He  had  once,  I  think,  a  pleasant  fear 
that  the  old  saints  of  his  acquaintance,  especially  those  two  dearest  neigh- 
bours of  his,  Cotton  of  Boston,  and  Mather  of  Dorchester,  which  were 
got  safe  to  heaven  before  him,  would  suspect  him  to  be  gone  the  wrong 
way,  because  he  staid  so  long  behind  them.  But  they  are  now  together 
with  a  blessed  Jesus,  "beholding  of  his  glory,"  and  celebrating  the  high 
praises  of  him  that  has  "  called  them  into  his  marvellous  light."  Whether 
heaven  was  any  more  heaven  to  him,  because  of  his  finding  there  so  many 
saints  with  whom  he  once  had  his  desirable  intimacies — yea,  and  so  many 
saints  which  had  been  the  seals  of  his  own  ministry  in  this  lower  world— 
I  cannot  say;  hut  it  would  be  heaven  enough  unto  him  to  go  unto  that 
Jesus  whom  he  had  loved,  preached,  served,  and  in  whom  he  had  been 
long  assured  there  does  ail  fulness  dwell.  In  that  heaven  I  now  leave 
him;  not  without  Grynteus'  pathetical  exclamations,  [0  ieaium  ilium 
diem!]  "Blessed  will  be  the  day,  0  blessed  the  day  of  our  arrival  to  the 
glorious  assembly  of  spirits,  which  this  great  saint  is  now  rejoicing  with!" 

Bereaved  New-England,  where  are  thy  tears  at  this  ill-boding  funeral? 
We  had  a  tradition  among  ua,  "That  the  country  could  never  perish  as 
long  as  Eliot  was  alive."  But  into  whose  hands  must  this  Hippo  fall, 
now  the  Austin  of  it  is  taken  away?  Our  Elisha  is  gone,  and  now  who 
must  "next  year  invade  the  land?"  The  Jews  have  a  saying,  Quando 
Luminaria  patiuntur  Eclipsin,  malum  sigrnmi  est  mw?irfo;f  but  I  am  sure  it 
is  a  dismal  eclipse  that  has  now  befallen  our  New-England  world.  I  con- 
fess many  of  the  ancients  fell  into  the  vanity  erf  esteeming  the  reliques  of 
the  dead  saints  to  be  the  towers  and  ramparts  of  the  places  that  enjoyed 
them ;  and  the  dead  bodies  of  two  apostles  in  the  city  made  the  poet 
cry  out, 

A  Facie  Hostili  duo  propugnacula  pmauntX 

If  the  dust  of  dead  saints  could  give  us  any  protection,  we  are  not 
without  it;  here  is  a  spot  of' American  soyl  that  will  afford  a  rich  crop 
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of  it  at  the  "resurrection  of  the  just."  Poor  New-England  has  been  as 
Glasteobury  of  old  was  called,  "a  burying  place  of  saints."  But  we  can- 
not see  a  more  terrible  prognostick  than  tombs  filling  apace  with  such 
bones  as  those  of  the  renowned  Eliot's;  the  whole  building  of  this  coun- 
try trembles  at  the  fall  of  such  a  pillar. 

For  many  months  before  he  dyed,  be  would  often  ehearfully  tell  us, 
"That  he  was  shortly  going  to  heaven,  and  that  he  would  carry  a  deal 
of  good  news  thither  with  him ;  he  said,  he  would  carry  tidings  to  the 
old  founders  of  New-England,  which  were  now  iu  glory,  that  church- 
work  was  yet  carried  on  among  us;  that  the  number  of  our  churches 
was  continually  encreasing;  and  that  the  churches  were  still  kept  as 
big  as  they  were,  by  the  daily  additions  of  those  that  shall  be  saved." 
But  the  going  of  such  as  Ae  from  us,  will  apace  diminish  the  occasions  of 
such  happy  tidings.  ' 

What  shall  we  now  say?  Our  Eliot  himself  used  most  affectionately 
to  bewail  the  death  of  all  useful  men ;  yet  if  one  brought  him  the  notice 
of  such  a  thing  with  any  despondencies,  or  said,  "0,  sir,  such  an  one  is 
dead,  what  shall  we  do?"  he  would  answer,  "Well,  but  God  lives,  Christ 
lives,  the  old  Saviour  of  New-England  yet  lives,  and  he  will  reign  till  all 
his  enemies  are  made  his  footstool."  This,  and  only  this,  consideration 
have  we  to  relieve  us;  and  let  it  be  accompanied  with  our  addresses  to  the 
"God  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,"  that  there  may  be  Timothies  raised  up 
in  the  room  of  our  departed  Pauls;  and  that  when  our  Moses's  are  gone, 
the  spirit  which  was  in  those  brave  men  may  be  put  upon  the  surviving 
"elders  of  our  Israel." 

The  last  thing  that  ever  our  Eliot  put  off  was,  "the  care  of  all  the 
churches,"  which  with  a  most  apostolical  and  evangelical  temper  he  was 
continually  solicitous  about.  When  the  churches  of  New- England  were 
under  a  very  uncomfortable  prospect,  by  the  advantage  which  men  that 
sought  the  ruine  of  those  golden  and  holy  and  reformed  societies  had 
obtained  against  them,  God  put  it  into  the  heart  of  one  well  known  in 
these  churches  to  take  a  voyage  into  England,  that  he  might  by  his  medi- 
ations at  Whitehall  divert  the  storms  that  were  impending  over  us.  It  ia 
not  easy  to  express  what  affection  our  aged  Eliot  prosecuted  this  under- 
taking with ;  and  what  thanksgiving  he  rendered  unto  God  for  any  hopeful 
successes  of  it.  But  because  one  of  the  last  times,  and,  for  ought  I  know, 
the  last  of  his  ever  setting  pen  to  paper  in  the  world,  was  upon  this  occa- 
sion; I  shall  transcribe  a  short  letter,  which  was  written,  by  the  shaking 
hand  that  had  heretofore  by  writing  deserved  so  well  from  the  Church  of 
God,  but  was  now  taking  its  leave  of  writing  for  ever.  It  was  written  to 
the  person  that  was  engaging  for  us,  and  thus  it  ran; 

"Reverend  and  Beloved  Mr.  Increase  Mather:  I  cannot  write.  Read  Neh.  ii.  10: 
When  Sajikilkt  the  Horonite,  and  Tobijiih  the  serviint,  the  Ammonite,  lienrd  of  it;  it  grieveJ 
them  esceedingly,  tliat  there  was  eome  a  man  to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  children  0!'  Isr;*! 

ricM.o  by  Google 


ggO  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMEEICAKA; 

"LetthyblessedsoulfeedfuUandfat  upon  this  and  other  scriptures.  All  other  things 
I  leave  to  other  men;  and  rest, 

"  Your  loving  Brother,  "  John  Eliot." 

These  two  or  three  hnea  manifest  the  "care  of  the  churches"  which 
hreathed  in  this  great  old  man,  as  long  as  he  had  a  breath  to  draw  in  the 
world.  And  since  he  has  left  few  like  him  for  a  comprehensive  and  iini- 
versal  regard  unto  the  prosperity  of  all  the  flocks  in  this  wilderness,  we 
hare  little  now  to  comfort  us  in  the  loss  of  one  so  like  a  patriarch  among 
na,  but  only  this,  that  our  poor  churches,  it  may  be  hoped,  have  still  some 
interest  in  the  cares  of  ouv  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "Who  walks  in  the  midst 
of  the  golden  candlesticks."  Lord  I  make  our  churches  and  keep  them  yet 
golden  candlesticks!     Amen. 

But  I  have  not  obtained  the  end  of  this  history,  nor  may  I  let  this  history  ■ 
come  to  an  end,  until  I  do  with  some  importunity  bespeak  the  endeavours 
of  good  men  every  where  to  labour  in  that  harvest  which  the  blessed 
Eliot  justly  counted  worthy  of  his  utmost  pains  and  cares.  It  was  the 
confession  of  Themistocles,  that  the  victory  of  Miltiades  would  not  let 
him  sleep  in  quietness;  may  those  of  our  Eliot  raise  a  like  emulation  in 
those  that  have  now  seen  the  life  of  this  evangelical  hero!  One  Robert 
Baily  (a  true  son  of  Epiphanius)  many  years  ago  published  a  book,  wherein 
several  gross  lies,  by  which  the  name  of  that  John  CottoTi,  who  was  known 
to  be  one  of  the  holiest  men  then  alive,  was  most  injuriously  m&de  odious 
unto  the  churches  abroad,  were  accompanied  with  some  reflections  upon 
poor  New-England,  whereof  this  was  one:  "The  way  of  their  churches 
hath  most  exceedingly  hindred  the  conversion  of  the  poor  pagans:  of  all 
that  ever  crossed  the  American  seas,  they  are  noted  as  most  neglectful  of 
the  work  of  conversion."  We  have  now  seen  those  aspersions  and  cal- 
umnies abundantly  wiped  away.  But  let  that  which  has  been  the  vindi- 
cation of  New-England,  be  also  the  emulation  of  the  world;  let  not  poor 
little  New-England  be  the  only  Protestant  country  that  shall  do  any  nota- 
ble thing  for  "the  propagation  of  the  faith,"  unto  those  "dark  corners  of 
the  earth  which  are  full  of  cruel  habitations."  But  the  addresses  of  so 
mean  a  person  as  my  self  are  like  to  prevail  but  little  abroad  with  men  of 
learning  and  flgure  in  the  world.  However,  I  shall  presume  to  utter  my 
wishes  in  the  sight  of  my  readers;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  great  G-od, 
■who  "despises  not  the  prayer  of  the  poor,"  may,  by  the  influences  of  his 
Holy  Spiwt  upon  the  hearts  of  some  whose  eyes  are  upon  these  lines,  give 
a  blessed  answer  thereunto. 

Wherefore,  may  the  people  of  New-England,  who  have  seen  so  sensible 
a  difference  between  the  estates  of  those  that  sell  drink  and  of  those  that 
preach  truth  unto  the  miserable  salvages  among  them,  as  that  even  this 
alone  might  inspire  them,  yet  from  a  nobler  consideration  than  that  of 
their  own  outwrn-d 'prosperity  thereby  advanced,  be  encouraged  still  to  pros- 
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ecute,  first  the  civilizing,  and  then  the  Ghnshamzing  of  the  barbariaas  in 
their  neighbourhood;  and  may  the  New  Englanderb  be  so  far  politick,  as 
well  as  religious,  as  particularly  to  make  a  mmion  of  the  gospel  unto  the 
mighty  nations  of  the  Western  Indians,  whom  the  French  have  been  of 
late  so  studiously,  but  so  unsuccessfully  tampering  with;  lest  those  horrid 
pagans,  who  lately  (as  it  is  credibly  affirmed)  had  such  a  measure  of  devil- 
ism  and  insolence  in  them,  as  to  shoot  a  volley  of  great  and  small  s!io( 
against  the  heavens,  in  revenge  upon  "the  man  in  the  heavens,"  as  they 
called  our  Lord,  whom  they  counted  the  author  of  the  heavy  calamities 
which  newly  have  distressed  them;  be  found  spared  by  our  long-suffering 
Lord,  [who  then  indeed  presently  tore  the  ground  asunder,  with  immediate 
and  horrible  thunders  from  heaven  round  about  them,  but  killed  them  not  I] 
for  a  scourge  to  us,  that  have  not  used  our  advantages  to  make  a  vertuous 
people  of  them.  If  a  King  of  the  West  Saxons  long  since  ascribed  all  the 
disasters  on  any  of  their  affairs  to  negligencies  in  this  point,  methinks  the 
New-En  glanders  may  not  count  it  unreasonable  in  this  way  to  seek  their 
own  prosperity.  Shall  we  do  what  we  can  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may 
bestow  upon  America  (which  may  more  justly  bo  called  Columba*)  that 
salutation,  "0  my  dove!" 

May  the  several  plantations,  that  live  upon  the  labours  of  their  negroes, 
no  more  be  guilty  of  such  a  prodigious  wickedness  as  to  deride,  neglect, 
and  oppose  all  due  means  of  bringing  their  poor  negroes  unto  our  Lord; 
but  may  the  masters  (of  whom  God  will  one  day  require  the  souls  of  the 
slaves  committed  unto  them)  see  to  it  that,  like  Abraham,  they  have  "cat- 
echised servants;"  and  not  imagine  that  the  Almighty  God  made  so  many 
thousands  of  reasonable  creatures  for  nothing,  but  only  to  serve  the  lusts 
of  Epicures,  or  the  gains  of  Mammonists;  lest  the  Gi^d  of  heaven,  out  of 
meer  pili/,  if  not  justice,  unto  those  unhappy  blacks,  he  provoked  unto  a 
vengeance  which  may  not  without  hbrrour  be  thoBght  upon.  Lord,  when 
sbaH  we  see  Ethiopians  read  thy  Scriptures  with 'understanding! 

May  the  English  nation  do  what  may  be  done,  that  the  Welch  may  not 
he  destroyed  for  the  lack  of  knowledge,  lest  our  indisposition  to  do  for 
their  souls  bring  upon  us  all  those  judgments  of  Heaven  which  Gildaa 
their  country-mau  once  told  them  that  they  suffered  for  their  disregards 
unto  ours;  and  may  the  nefandous  massacres  of  the  English  by  the  Irish 
awaken  the  English  to  consider  whether  they  have  done  enough  to  reclaim 
the  Irish  from  the  Popish  bigotries  and  abominations  with  which  they 
have  been  intoxicated  I 

May  the  several  factories  and  companies  whose  concerns  lie  in  Asia, 
Africa,  or  America,  be  persv/aded,  as  Jacob  once,  and  before  him, his 
grandfather  Abraham  was,  that  tliey  always  owe  unto  God  certain  propor- 
tions of  their  possessions,  by  the  honest  ^at/menfa  of  which  little  quit-rents, 
they  would  certainly  secure  and  enlarge  their  enjoyment  of  the  principal; 
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but  that  they  are  under  a  very  particular  obligation  to  communicate  of 
our  spiritual  Oiings  unto  those  heathens  by  whose  carnal  things  they  are 
enriched ;  and  may  they  therefore  make  it  their  study  to  employ  some  able 
and  pious  ministers,  for  the  instruction  of  those  infidels  with  whom  tliey 
have  to  deal,  and  honourably  support  such  ministers  in  that  employment! 

May  the  poor  Greeks,  Armenians,  Muscovites,  and  others,  in  the  eastern 
countries,  wearing  the  name  of  Christians,  that  have  little  preaching  and 
no  printing,  and  few  Bibles  or  good  books,  now  at  last  be  furnished  with 
Bibles,  orthodox  catechisms,  and  practical  treatises  by  the  charity  of  Eng- 
land; and  may  our  presses  provide  good  store  of  good  books  for  them, 
in  their  own  tongues,  to  be  scattered  among  them.  Who  knows  what 
convulsions  might  be  hastened  upon  the  whole  Mahometan  world  by  such 
an  extensive  charity  I 

May  sufficient  numbers  of  great,  wise,  rich,  learned,  and  godly  men  iu 
the  three  kingdoms,  procure  well-composed  societies,  by  whose  united  coun- 
sels, the  noble  design  of  evangelizing  the  world  may  be  more  effectually 
carried  on:  and  if  some  generous  persons  will  of  their  own  aeeord  com- 
bine for  such  ci>nsultationa,  who  can  tell  but,  like  some  other  celebrated 
societies  heretofore  formed  from  such  small  beginnings,  they  may  soon 
have  that  countenance  of  authority  which  may  produce  very  glorious 
effects,  and  give  opportunity  to  gather  vast  contribuHons  from  all  well-dis- 
posed people,  to  assist  and  advance  this  progress  of  Christianity.  God 
forbid  that  Popery  should  expend  upon  cheating,  more  than  ten  times  what 
we  do  upon  saving  the  immortal  souls  of  men ! 

Lastly,  may  many  ivorthy  men,  who  find  their  circumstances  will  allow 
of  it,  get  the  language  of  some  nations  that  are  not  yet  brought  home  to 
God;  and  wait  upon  the  divine  providence  for  God's  leading  them  to  and 
owning  them  in  their  apostolical  undertakings,  "When  they  remember 
what  Buffinus  relates  concerning  the  conversion  of  the  Iberians,  and  what 
Socrates,  with  other  authors,  relates  concerning  the  conversion  wrought 
by  occasion  of  Frumentius  and  ^dcsius,  in  the  Inner  India,  all  as  it  were 
by  accident,  surely  it  will  make  them  try  what  may  be  done  by  design  for 
such  things  now  in  our  day !  Thus,  let  them  see  whether  while  we  at  home, 
in  the  midst  of  wearisome  temptations,  are  angling  with  rods,  which  now 
and  then  catch  one  soul  for  our  Lord,  they  shall  not  be  fishing  with  nets, 
which  will  bring  in  many  thousands  of  those,  concerning  whom  with 
unspeakable  joy  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  they  may  say,  "Behold,  I  and 
the  children  which  God  has  given  mel"  Let  them  see  whether,  supposing 
they  should  prosper  no  farther  than  to  "preach  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom 
in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations,"  yet  the  end  which  is  then 
to  come,  will  not  bring  to  them  the  more  happy  lot  wherein  they  shall  stand 
that  are  found  so  doing. 

Let  no  man  be  discouraged  by  the  difficulties  which  the  devil  will  be 
ready  to  clog  such  attempts  against  his  kingdom  with;  for  I  will  take 
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leave  so  to  translate  the  words  of  the  wise  man,  Prov.  xxvii.  4:  "What 
is  able  to  stand  before  zeal?"  I  am  well  satisfyed  that  if  men  had  the 
wisdom  "to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,"  they  would  be  all  hands  at 
work  to  spread  tbe  name  of  our  Jesus  into  all  the  corners  of  the  earth. 
"Grant  it,  O  my  God;  and  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly!" 


A  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  VERt  REVEREMD  MR.  RICHARD  BAXTER, 


Deau  BnoniEs:  I  ihoughtlhuA  bean  near  dying  at  twelve  o'clock  in  bed;  but  your  book 
revived  lue;  1  Iny  reading  it  until  between  one  and  two.  I  knew  much  of  Mr,  Eliot'a  opin- 
ions, by  many  letters  which  I  had  from  hirn.  There  was  no  man  on  earth  whom  I  hononred 
above  him.  It  is  his  evangelical  Joork  that  is  the  aposloliedl  succession  that  I  plead  for.  I 
am  now  dying,  I  hops,  as  he  did.  It  pleased  me  to  read  from  him  my  case,  ["niy  under- 
standing ftuleth,  ray  memory  faileth,  my  tongue  faileth,  (and  my  hand  and  pen  fail)  but  my 
charity  fdleth  not."]  That  word  much  comforted  me.  I  am  aa  zealous  a  lover  of  the  New- 
England  churches  aa  any  man,  according  to  Mr.  Noyes',  Mr.  Norton's,  Mr.  Mitoliol's,  and  the 
Synod's  model. 

"I  loved  your  father,  upon  the  htters  I  received  from  him.  I  love  ijou  better  for  your 
learning,  labours,  and  peaceable  moderation  I  love  your  sim  better  than  either  of  you,  for 
the  excellent  temper  that  appeireth  in  his  wriliiigs.  O  that  godliness  and  wisdom  thus 
increase  in  all  families!  Ho  hith  honoured  himself  half  as  much  as  Mr.  Eliot:  I  say,  but 
half  as  much;  for  deeds  excel  loordt     God  preserve  you  and  New-England!     Pray  for 

"Your  funting.  languishing  Friend,  Ki  Baxter." 
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SHOSTEE  ACCODNIS   OF  SUNDRY  DITINES, 

USEFUL  IN  THE  CHUECHE8  OP  NEW-ENGLAND. 

GATHEEED  BY  COTTON  MATHEE, 

THE  FOURTH  PART. 

THE   LIFE   ASD  DEATH   OP   THE   BEV.   MR.   JOHll   BAIII. 
IBTKOBIICTIOS. 

Rsader:  Peruso,  I  pray,  and  ponder  theao  words  of  the  incomparable  Turretine; 

Singularem  Dei  Graliam,  ncm  possumus,  quin  Miemis  Laudihus,  Celehremus, 
qiiod  Novissimis  Idsce  saculis,  restiiut&  EvangeKi  Luce,  tot  tanlosque  Viros,  Doc- 
trind  et  Insigni  Ptetale  PrtBditos,  ad  Opus  Re  form  at  ion  is  Inchoandum  el  Promo, 
vendtim  Yocaverit ;  qui  uberrimA  Rerum  Sacrarui^  ScientiA  imhuli,  el  Heroico 
Spmtu  donati,  iartqiiam  [nflio  'fj!*]  Viri  Prodigi,  Tuh<L  EvangeliccB  Sonitu,  el 
Verilalis  Divina  Fulgore,  Tenebras  Erroris  Crassissi7nas  Jelicisssime  fugarwU, 
Anticliristi  Regnum  Concusserunt,  et  Ecchsiam  a  Mullis  s^ecalis  misere  Capiivam, 
et  Tyrannidis  Jugo  plusquam  ferreo  lantum  non  oppressam,  d  Bahylone  Mysticd. 
gloriose  Evocanmi.'' 

Thou  art  prepnred  then  to  proceed  in  whu-t  remiuns  of  our  ffistory. 

Eeadcr,  thou  knowest  the  way  for  a  man  to  become  wise,  was  thus  declared  by  an  or^le. 
Si  concolor  Jieret  Mortuis.\ 

And  thou  wilt  not  forget  that  lesson  sometimes  given — Since  we  have  liced  here,  and  since 
we  are  to  die  and  yet  line  after  deatk^  and  others  will  succeed  ua  when  we  are  dead,  we  are 
greatly  concerned  to  send  hefore  us  a  very  good  treasure,  to  carry  ttnth  us  a  very  good  am- 
sdence,  and  to  leave  behivd  us  a  very  good  example." 

Behold  some  of  them  who  did  so! 

It  hath  been  remarked  that  when  Sarah  called  her  husband  Lord,  her  speech  was  all  an 
heap  of  sinful  infidelity;  there  was  but  one  good  word  in  it:  yet  the  spirit  of  God,  long  after 
toites  tioltce  of  that  word.  And  why  should  not  we  then  tote  mAiiX  of  many  a  good  -work, 
occurring  in  the  lives  of  those,  concerning  whom  yet  we  do  not  pretend  or  suppose  that  they 
lived  altogether  free  from  infirmities  J — their  injirmilies  were  but  humanilies. 

•  We  CBnnnot  but  tender  Ifibules  of  eiH-loslJng  praises  lo  ibe  Bpeciil  grscB  at  Gud,  in  Ihat  he  has  in  these  lost 
Umes  realoied  Ihe  lights  of  Ihe  gtapel,  nnd  tBised  up  su  many  gre»l  men,  gifisd  with  learning  and  einltiid  picli'.  In 
commence  end  osrtj  forward  Ihe  wort  oC  Reformnllon:  men  possessed  of  the  rtcliest  fund  of  aucred  Bcieuce.  uiid 
eniliied  wilh  a  heroic  spiril— prodigies,  as  It  were,  of  human  grealneas— who  by  sonndlng  Ihe  gospel  Itumpet,  and 
IbtbUnE  up  flashes  of  divine  Inilh,  have  successfully  dispersed  the  IhlcksFt  clouds  of  urror,  shaken  the  hingdoiu 

Bated  from  betnE  utterly  crushed  by  a  more  Ihan  Iron  joke  of  tyranny,  fioni  the  mystic  Babylon. 


...t.Google 


OR,    THE    HiSTOET    OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  535 

EEMAISS  OF  THE  IMllST  CLASSIS. 

The  surviving  friends  of  the  rest,  mcjitioiied  in  the  "first  catalogue  of 
confessors,"  by  whom  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  brought 
into  this  wilderness,  having  supplied  ine  with  so  few  and  small  informations 
concerning  them,  that  I  am  of  the  opinion,  PrcesfM  nulla  qttam  Pauco,  dicere.* 

Let  all  their  vertues  then  be  gahxied  into  this  one  indistinct  lustre,  they 
were  faithful  servants  of  Christ,  and  sufferers  for  their  being  so. 

Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  there  might  be  some  among  those  good  men  who 
yet  might  be  in  so  little  extraordinary,  that  there  might  be  the  same  account 
given  of  them,  that  there  was  of  a  certain  Bishop  of  Kome,  in  the  second 
century,  NtJiil  pnsclari  de  Gtibemaiione  et  factis  ^us  commemorari  poiest,-^ 
and  although  we  New-Englanders  do  dwell  in  so  cold  and  so  clear  an  air, 
that  raore  of  the  smaller  stars  may  be  seen  by  our  considerers  than  in  many 
other  places— yea,  and  not  only  the  Nehulosa\  of  Cancer  it  self,  but  even 
the  lesser  stars  which  compose  that  cloud,  are  considered  among  us — nev- 
ertheless, for  us  to  attempt  the  writing  of  their  lives,  woiild  carry  too  much 
fondness  in  it:  nor  do  we  forget,  that  Suum  est  cuique  ordi  in  vul^iis.% 

Moreover,  there  were  divers  of  these  worthy  men,  who,  by  removing 
back  to  England  upon  the  "turn  of  the  times,"  have  almost  released  us 
from  such  a  large  account  of  them,  as  otherwise  might  have  been  expected 
from  us;  and  yet  some  good  account  of  not  a  few  among  them  is  to  be 
reported.  I  remember  Dr.  Patin,  in  his  travels,  tells  us  that  in  a  certain 
Musasnm  at  Vienna,  he  saw  a  chei-ry-stone,  on  which  were  engraved  above 
an  hundred  portraitures,  with  different  ornaments  of  the  head  upon  them. 
I  must  now  endeavour  a  tenth  part  of  an  hundred  portraitures,  with  dif- 
ferent ornaments  of  the  mind  upon  each  of  them ;  nevertheless,  I  am  to 
take  up  almost  as  little  room  as  a  cherry-stone  for  them  all.     Particulariy — 

Mr.  ElCHAED  Blinman. — After  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  ministry  at 
Gloeester  and  at  New-London,  he  returned  into  England;  and  living  to  a 
good  old  age,  he  who  wherever  he  came  did  set  himself  to  do  good,  con- 
cluded his  life  at  the  city  of  Bristol,  where  one  of  the  last  things  he  did 
was  to  defend  in  print  the  cause  of  infant-baptism. 

Mr.  Samuel  Eaton. — He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Eiohard  Eaton,  the  vicar 
of  Great  Burd worth  in  Cheshire,  and  the  brother  of  Mr.  Theophilus  E^iton, 
the  renowned  Governour  of  New-Haven.  His  education  was  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford;  and  because  it  will  doubtless  recommend  him  to  find 
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STicli  a  pen  as  that  wliieh  wrote  the  Athemce  Oxonienses*  thus  cliaract«riaiiig 
of  him,  reader,  thou  ahalt  have  the  very  words  of  that  writer  concerning  him : 

"After  he  had  left  the  university,  he  entred  into  the  saereA  function,  tooli  orders  according 
to  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  beneficed  in  his  counh'y:  bnt  having  been  puiitan- 
icaily  educated,  he  did  dissent  in  some  parlieulara  (hereof.  Whereupon,  finding  his  place 
too  warm  for  liiui,  he  revolted,  and  went  into  New-England,  and  preached  among  tho  hreth. 

But  let  UB  have  no  more  of  this  Wood  I  Mr.  Eaton  was  a  very  holy 
man,  and  a  person  of  great  learning  and  judgment,  and  a  most  incompar- 
able preacher.  But  upon  hia  dissent  from  Mr.  Davenport,  ahout  the  nar- 
rqw  terms  and  forms  of  civil  government  by  Mr.  Davenport  then  forced 
upon  that  infant-colony,  his  brother  advised  him  to  a  removal :  and  calling 
at  Boston  by  the  way,  when  he  was  on  hia  removal,  the  church  there  were 
so  highly  aifected  with  his  labours,  thus  occasionally  enjoyed  among  them, 
that  they  would  fain  have  engaged  him  unto  a  settlement  in  that  place. 
But  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  more  service  for  him  in  Old-England  than 
he  could  have  done  in  Mw;  and  therefore  arriving  in  England,  he  became 
the  pastor  of  a  church  at  Duckenfield,  in  the  parish  of  Stockfort  in  Che- 
shire, and  afterwards  at  Stockport;  and  a  person  of  eminent  note  and 
use,  not  only  in  that,  but  also  in  the  neighbour-county. 

After  the  restoration  of  K.  Charles  II.,  he  underwent  first  'Silencing,  and 
then  much  other  suffering  from  the  persecution  which  yet  calls  for  a  national 
repentance.  He  was  the  author  of  many  books,  and  especially  some  in 
defence  of  the  Christian  faith,  about  the  God-head  of  Christ  against  the 
Socinian  blasphemies :  and  his  help  was  joined  unto  Mr.  Timothy  Tailor's, 
in  writing  some  treatises  entituled,  ''The  Gongregational  Way  Justified." 
By  th^e  he  out-lives  his  death,  which  fell  out  at  Denton,  in  the  parish  of 
Manchester  in  Lancashire,  (where,  says  our  friend  Eabshakeh  Wood,  "he 
had  sheltered  himself  among  the  brethren  after  his  ejection,")  ou  the  ninth 
day  of  January,  1664,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  chapel  there. 

Mr.  William  Hook. — This  learned,  holy,  and  humble  man,  was  born 
about  1600,  and  was  for  some  time  a  collegue  with  Mr.  Davenport  in  the 
pastoral  charge  of  the  church  at  our  New- Haven ;  on  the  day  of  his  ordi- 
nation whereto,  he  humbly  chose  for  his  text  those  words  in  Judg,  vii. 
10:  "Go  thou,  with  Pharaoh  thy  servant;"  and  as  humbly  raised  his  doc- 
trine, "  That  in  great  services,  a  little  help  is  better  than  none,"  which  he 
gave,  as  the  reason  of  his  own  being  joined  with  so  considerable  a  Gideon 
as  Mr.  Davenport.  After  this,  returning  into  England,  he  was  for  some 
while  minister  at  Axmouth  in  Devonshire,  and  then  master  of  the  Savoy 
on  the  Strand,  near  London,  and  so  chaplain  to  the  greatest  man  then  in 
the  nation.  He  was  the  author  of  divers  composures  that  saw  the  light: 
whereof  perhaps  one  of  the  most  memorable  is  that  about  "The  1 
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of  the  Saints  on  Earth  above  those  in  Heaven."  But  tliere  was  one  of  his 
composures  which  did  more  nearly  concern  himself  than  perhaps  his  per- 
secutore  did  imagine,  and  that  was  about  "  The  Slaughter  of  ^le  Witnesses:" 
for  he  bore  a  part  in  that  slaughter,  when  his  testimony  to  the  kiTigli/  office 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  his  church,  procured  him  the  condition  of  a 
silenced  non-conformist,  from  May  24, 1662,  to  March  21,  1677,  when  he 
died  in  or  near  London,  and  went  from  the  privileges  of  labours  among 
the  saints  on  earth,  to  those  of  rewards  amoiig  the  saints  in  heaven. 
He  lies  buried  in  the  sheping-^hce  on  the  north  side  of  the  New  Artillery 
Garden. 

Mr.  KoBERT  Peck. — This  light  having  been  by  the  persecuting  prelates 
"put  under  a  bushel,"  was,  by  the  good  providence  of  Heaven,  fetched 
away  unto  New-England,  about  the  year  16S8,  where  the  good  people  of 
our  Hingham  did  "rejoice  in  the  light  for  a  aeason."  But  within  two  or 
three  years,  the  invitation  of  his  friends  at  Hingham  in  England  per- 
swaded  him  to  a  return  unto  them ;  where  being,  though  a  great  person 
for  stature,  yet  a  greater  for  spirit,  he  was  greatly  serviceable  for  the  good 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  Hugh  Peters, — A  brief  narrative  of  his  life,  both  before  and  after 
his  abode,  for  about  seven  years,  in  the  charge  of  the  church  at  Salem, 
the  reader  may  find  at  the  conclusion  of  his  advice  to  his  daughter,  pub- 
lished under  the  title  of,  "A  Dying  Father's  last  Legacy  to  an  only  Child:'" 
and,  indeed,  I  heartily  recommend  it  unto  his  reading.  The  narrative  of 
his  death  has  also  been  long  since  published  nnto  the  world;  and  it  reports 
those  to  have  been  amongst  his  last  words :  "  Oh  I  this  is  a  good  day!  ,  He 
is  come  that  I  have  long  looked  for,  and  I  shall  be  with  bim  in  gloryl" 

Mr.  Thomas  Peters. — He  came  over  unto  New-England,  in  the  time 
of  the  civil  war;  and,  staying  but  about  three"years,  he  returned  into  Eng- 
land. A  worthy  man,  and  a  writer  of  certain  pieces  which  will,  I  suppose, 
preserve  bis  memory  among  those  that  are  strangers,  as  I  am,  thereunto. 

Mr.  —-—  Saxton.— He  was  a  Yorkshire  man ;  a  studious  and  a  learned 
person,  a  great  Hebrician.  The  unsettled  condition  of  the  colony,  and 
some  unhappy  contention  in  the  plantation  where  he  lived,  put  him  upon 
removing  from  Scituate,  first  unto  Boston,  and  so  unto  England,  in  his 
reduced  age.  I  find  in  honest  Mr.  Eyther's  devout  book,  entituled,  '^A 
Plat  for  Mariners"  this  passage  related  concerning  him;  "An  old  Puritan 
minister,  [Mr,  Saxton,  of  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,]  in  a  storm,  coming  from 
New-England,  when  they  were  all  expecting  the  vessel  to  sink,  he  said, 
'Oh,  who  is  now  for  heaven  I  who  is  bound  for  heaven!'" 
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I  say  nothing,  because  I  hnov}  nothing  of  Mr,  Bkeoy;  but  this,  he  also 
retarned  into  England.  But  the  less  of  him,  the  more  might  be  written 
of  Mr.  Giles  Fikmin,  who  visited  Kew-England  in  his  younger  years,  but 
afterwards  became,  in  England,  an  eminent  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and 
a  writer,  as  well  as  a  preacher  of  it.  Among  the  rest  of  his  books,  that 
golden  one,  which  is  entituled,  "  The  Beal  Christian,^'  does  really  prove 
the  title  to  be  his  own  character;  and  the  rest,  as  well  as  that,  prove  him 
to  be  an  able-  scholar,  as  well  as  a  real  Christian.  I  suppose  him  to  be 
yet  living  in  a  fruitful  old  age,  at  Eidgewe!  in  Essex:  but  such  demonstra- 
tions be  bath  still  given  of  his  affections  to  New-England,  on  all  occasions, 
that  he  might  have  justly  resented  it,  as  an  injury,  if  he  had  been  wholly 
omitted  in  the  catalogue  of  them  that  have  deserved  well  of  that  country. 

Besides  these  persons,  there  are  some  others,  of  whom  a  larger  account 
might  be  endeavoured. 

Three  shall  be  all  that  we  will  offer. 


uxliijiiiiDitt   iio 

THE   LIFE  OF  MR.  THOMAS  ALLEK. 

It  was  a  computation  made  in  that  year  when  our  colony  was  just  forty 
years  old,  and  our  land  had  "  seen  rest  forty  years,"  that  of  ministers  which 
bad  then  come  from  England- unto  ua,  chiefly  ia  the  ten  first  years,  there, 
were  ninety-four :  of  which  number,  thirty-one  were  then  alive ;  thirty-six 
bad  retired  unto  heaven;  twenty-seven  had  returned  back  to  Europe. 

Of  those  _/[)-si  comers,  who  again  left  the  country,  soon  after  their  first 
coming,  one  was  that  worthy  man  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  who,  after  he  had 
for  some  time  approved  Himself  a  pious  and  painful  minister  of  the  gospel 
in  our  Charlestown,  saw  cause  to  return  back  into  England;  where  he 
lived  unto  a  good  old  age,  in  the  city  of  Norwich. 

The  name  of  Allen  being  but  our  pronunciation  of  the  Saxon  word 
Alwine,  which  is  as  much  as  to  say  beloved  of  all,  expressed  the  fate  of  this 
our  Allen  among  the  generality  of  the  well-disposed.  And  being  a  man 
greatly  beloved,  he  applied  himself  to  enc[uire  much  into  the  times,  wherein 
his  predecessor  Daniel  waa  an  hard  student,  when  the  angel  came  to  call 
bira  so. 

Though  he  staid  not  very  long  in  this  country,  yet  thia  country  lays 
claim  especially  to  two  of  his  composures,  which  have  been  servieeable 
unto  the  world.  The  former  of  these  was  printed  here;  namely,  "An 
invitation  unto  Thirty  Sinners  to  come  unto  their  Saviour;"  prefaced  and 
assisted  into  the  light  by  our  worthy  Higginson.     But  the  latter  was  printed 
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beyond  tlie  sea;  and  entituled,  "A  Chain  of  Scripture  Chronology:" 
■wherein  the  author  was  disposed,  like  the  illustrious  Bucholtzer,  who, 
being  weary  of  controversy,  betook  himself  to  chronology,  saying,  Malle 
se  Oomputare  qiw-m  Disputare.^  This  is  a  most  learned  and  useful  piece ; 
and  all  my  further  account  of  the  author  shall  be  in  the  words  of  the 
famous  Q-reenhill,  in  his  epistle  before  it.     Says  he, 

"Thia  work  having  had  its  conception  in  a  remote  quarter  of  the  world,  it  wna  latent  hi 
his  closet  the  greatest  part  of  seven  years;  as  Joash  sometimes  waa  kept  secret  in  a  cham- 
ber of  the  temple,  before  he  was  brought  to  public  view  by  the  means  of  Jebojiidjih,  that 
good  old  high  priest:  and  it  had  still  been  suppressed  had  not  the  author  been  pressed,  and 
charged  with  hiding  of  a  laUni  in  a  napkin,  by  such  another  aa  Jehojadah  was,  [Mr.  John 
Cotton,]  whose  soul  i^  now  amongst  the  saints  in  heaven,  resting  from  ita  manifold  laboui's, 
and  whose  name  both  is,  and  ever  will  be  precious  in  a!i  the  gates  of  the  daughters  of  Sinn, 
through  all  Bgva.  When  Moses,  Daniel, and  John  were  in  suffering  conditions,  they  had 
much  light  from  God,  and  gave  forth  much  truth  concerning  the  church  and  the  times:  and 
many  of  our  reverend,  learned,  and  godly  brethren,  being  through  the  iniquity  of  the  times 
driven  into  America,  by  looliing  up  unto  God,  and  by  searching  of  the  Scriptures,  received 
and  found  much  light  concerning  the  church  and  the  times;  and  have  miide  us,  and  ages  to 
come,  beholden  to  them,  by  coramauicating  Iho  same;  amongst  whom  now  is  this  learned 
and  iu(iicious  author." 

From  the  epitaph  of  Helvieus,  the  great  chronologlst,  we  will  presume 
to  borrow  a  tetrastich  for  this  great  student  in  chronology: 


Angelirxia  inter  cdlus,  Amiiiasqiie  Be/itas; 

^iritiii  Allehi  GaiiJia  Milk  Cnpit ; 
Ad  Liiui  Sonitum  (lum  Ojrpus  ft  Ossn  rfsurgnni. 

Tutus  ut  ALLEsns  Vivifcalus  ovet.i 


CHAPTEH  11  L 

THE   L!PE   IIF   MB.  JOUS  HMIWLKS, 

Our  blessed  Saviour  has  denounced  that  righteous  and  fearful  curse 
upon  those  who  despise  the  offers  of  his  glorious  gospel,  "Whosoever 
shall  not  receive  you,  nor  hear  your  words,  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  that  city."  And 
the  excellent  Knowles  was  an  eminent  person  among  those  "embassadors 
of  Heaven,"  in  the  quarrel  of  whose  entertainment  the  King  of  Heaven 
wonderfully  accomplished  that  prediction.  If  Kew-England  hath  been  in 
some  respects  Immanuel's  land,  it  is  well;  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  Imman- 
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uel  College  contributed  more  tbao  a  little  to  make  it  so,  a  fellow  whereof 
once  was  our  Mr,  John  Knowles. 

He  was  among  the  first  comers  into  New-England,  joined  as  a  colleague 
with  Mr,  Philips  at  Watertown.  But  as  he  began,  so  he  ended  his  pious 
days  in  England;  between  which  there  occurred  one  very  remarkable 
providence,  now  to  he  related. 

In  the  year  1641  one  Mr.  Bennet,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  arrived 
at  Boston,  with  letters  from  well-disposed  people  there  unto  the  ministers 
of  New-England,  bewailing  their  sad  condition  for  the  want  of  the  glorious 
gospel,  and  entreating  that  they  might  hence  he  supplied  with  ministers 
of  that  gospel.  These  letters  were  openly  read  at  Boston  upon  a  lecture- 
day;  whereupon  the  ministers  agreed  upon  setting  apart  a  day  for  fasting 
and  prayer,  to  implore  the  direction  of  God  about  this  business ;  and  then 
the  churches  of  Watertown,  Braintree,  and  Rowley,  having  each  of  them 
two  ministers  apiece,  Mr.  Philips  of  Watertown,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Brain- 
tree  and  Mr.  Miller  of  Eowley,  were  pitched  upon  for  the  intended 
service;  whereof  the  General  Court  so  approved,  that  it  was  ordered  the 
governour  should  recommend  these  persons  by  his  letters  to  the  govern- 
our  and  council  at  Virginia. 

Mr.  Philips  being  indisposed  for  the  voyage,  Mr.  Knowles  went  in  his 
room;  and  Mr.  Miller's  bodily  weaknesses  caused  him  also  to  decline  the 
voyage.  But  the  two  churches  of  Watei'town  and  Braintree,  though  they 
loved  their  ministers  very  well,  yet  cheerfully  dismissed  them  unto  this 
great  concern;  accounting  it  their  honour  that  they  had  such  desireable 
persons,  by  whom  they  might  make  a  mission  of  the  gospel  unto  a  "people 
that  sat  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death." 

On  October  7, 1642,  they  began  their  voyage:  at  Rhode-Island,  they  lay 
long  wind-bound;  and  they  met  with  so  many  other  difficulties,  that  they 
made  it  eleven  weeks  of  dangerous  passage  before  they  arrived  at  Virginia: 
nevertheless,  they  had  this  advantage  in  the  way,  that  they  took  in  a  third 
minister  for  their  assistance;  namely,  Mr.  James,  then  at  New- Haven. 

Though  their  hazardous  retardations  in  their  voyage  made  them  some- 
times to  suspect  whether  they  had  a  clear  call  of  God  unto  their  under- 
taking, yet  the  success  of  their  ministry,  when  they  came  to  Virginia,  did 
sufficiently  extinguish  that  suspicion.  They  had  little  encouragement  from 
the  rulers  of  the  place,  but  they  had  a  kind  entertainment  with  the  people; 
and  in  the  several  parts  of  the  country  where  they  were  bestowed,  there 
were  many  persons  hy  their  ministry  brought  home  to  God. 

But  as  Austin  told  mankind,  "  the  devil  was  never  turned  Christian  yet:" 
the  powers  of  darkness  could  not  count  it  for  their  interest  that  the  light 
of  the  gospel,  powerfully  preached,  should  reach  those  "dark  places  of 
the  earth."  The  rulers  of  that  province  did  not  allow  of  their  publick 
preaching;  but  instead.thereof,  an  order  was  made,  "That  such  as  would 
not  conform  to  the  cereinonies  of  the  Church  of  Eiigland,  should  by  such 
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a  day  depart  the  country."  By  which  order,  these  holy,  faithful,  painful 
ministers,  were  driven  away  from  the  Virginia  coast:  but  when  they 
returned,  as  they  left  behind  them  not  a  few  seah  of  their  ministry,  so  they 
brought  with  them  some  who  afterwards  proved  blessings'  to  New-England. 

Well,  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  departure  of  these  ministers  came, 
the  Indians  far  and  near  having  entred  into  a  conspiracy  to  cut  off  the 
English  in  those  territories,  executed  it  in  an  horrible  massacre,  whereby 
at  least  three  hundred  poor  English  Virginians  were  at  once  barbarously 
butchered,  which  massacre  was  also  accompanied  with  a  grievous  mortal- 
ity, that  caused  many  sober  persons  to  remove  out  of  that  colony,  and 
others  to  acknowledge  the  justice  of  God  upon  them,  for  the  lU-treaM 
which  had  been  given  to  the  ministers  of  his  gospel,  and  the  gospel  brought 
by  those  ministers. 

After  this  did  Mr.  Knowles  remove  back  to  England,  where  he  was  a 
preacher  at  the  Cathedral,  in  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  hved  in  great  credit 
and  service  for  divers  years. 

But  when  the  act  of  uniformity  made  such  a  slaughter  of  non-conform- 
ists, Mr.  Knowles  was  one  of  the  ministers  which  were  silenced  by  that 
act.  And  alter  that  civil  death,  he  lived  in  London  a  eollegue  to  the 
famous  Mr.  Kentish,  and  a  blessing  to  the  Church  of  God. 

Exercising  his  ministry  in  the  city  of  London,  he  underwent  many 
grievous  persecutions,  and  received  as  many  glorious  deliverances. — But 
when  some  of  his  friends  discouraged  him,  with  fears  of  his  being  thrown 
into  prison,  if  he  did  not  affect  more  of  privacy,  he  replied,  "In  truth,  I 
had  rather  be  in  a  gaol,  where  I  might  have  a  number  of  souls,  to  whom 
I  might  preach  the  truths  of  my  blessed  Master,  than  live  idle  in  ray  own 
house,  without  any  such  opportunities." 

He  lived  unto  a  very  great  age,  and  staid  longer  out  of  heaven  than 
the  most  of  them  that  live  in  heaven  upon  earth.  But  in  his  great  age  he 
continued  still  to  do  great  good ;  wherein  his  labours  were  so  fervent  and 
eager,  that  he  would  sometimes  preach  till  he  fell  dovm;  and  yet  have  a 
youthful  readiness  in  the  maiter  and  spirit  of  his  preaching.  His  \ast  falling 
down  was  a  flying  up;  and  an  escape  to  that  land  where  "the  weary  are 
at  rest." 
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CHAPTEE  IT. 

EIISHA'S  BOJiS.      THE    IIPB    OJ   IB.   HBIEY   WHIIIIEU. 

Capiditatem  Imiiandi  fecit;  Spem  absiiilil* 

There  has  teen  a  trite  proverb,  which  I  wish  indeed  were  so  thread- 
bare as  to  be  never  used  more, 

Angelicas  JuBfnis,  seniliue  Satanixat  in  Aiinie,f 

which,  though  it  were  pity  it  should  ever  speat  English,  has  been  Engr 
Hshed — "A  young  saint,  an  old  devH,"  I  remember  Erasmus  believes  the 
devil  himself  was  the  author  of  that  proverb.  This  I  am  sure,  the  pro- 
verb was  none  of  Solomon's,  who  says,  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  that 
he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  leave  it."  Indeed,  a  young 
sinner  may  make  an  old  devil;  a  young  hypocrite,  a  young  dissembler,  pre- 
tending to  saintship,  may  do  so;  but  a  young  saint  will  certainly  make  an 
old  angel. 

And  so  did  our  blessed  Whitfield.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  extrac- 
tion by  his  Urth;  but  of  a  better  by  his  new-hirffi:  nor  did  his  new-birth 
come  very  long  after  his  birth.  He  did  betimes  begin  hia  journey  heaven- 
wards; but  he  did  not  soon  tire  in  that  journey;  nor  did  the  "serpent  by 
the  way,"  the  "adder  in  the  path,"  prevail  to  make  him  come  short  home 
at  last. 

His  father  being  an  eminent  lawyer,  designed  this  bis  youngest  son  to 
be  a  lawyer  also,  and  therefore  afforded  him  a  liberal  education,  first  at 
the  university,  and  then  at  the  Inns  of  Court.  But  the  gracious  and  early 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  his  heart,  inclined  him  rather  to  be  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  in  his  inclinations  he  was  encouraged  by  such 
eminent  ministers  as  Dr.  Stanton,  Mr.  Byfield,  and  others. 

He  was  very  pious  in  his  childhood,  and,  because  pious,  therefore  pray- 
erful; yea,  so  addicted  unto  prayer,  that  in  the  very  school  itself,  he  would 
be  sometimes  praying,  when  the  scholars  about  him  imagined  by  his  pos- 
tures that  he  had  only  been  intent  upon  his  book. 

As  he  grew  up,  he  grew  exceedingly  in  his  acquaintance  with  God, 
with  Christ,  and  with  the  exceeding  riches  of  grace  displayed  in  the  new 
covenant.  And  he  gained  such  a  grounded  assurance  of  his  own  saving 
interest  in  that  covenant,  that  he  had  not  for  forty  years  together  fallen  into 
any  miscarriage,  which  made  any  considerable  breach  upon  that  assurance. 

Okeiy  in  Surrey  was  the  place  where  the  providence  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
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Otrist  now  stationed  him;  where  his  labours  were  blessed  unto  the  good 
of  many,  not  only  in  his  own  town,  but  in  all  the  circumjacent  country, 
ftom  whence  on  holy-days  the  people  would  flock  to  hear  him.  At  length, 
observing  that  he  did  more  good  by  preaching  sometimes  abroad,  than  by 
preaching  always  ai  home,  and  enjoying  then  a  church-living  of  the  first 
magnitude,  besides  a  fair  estate  of  his  own,  he  procured  and  maintained 
another  godiy  minister  at  Okely ;  and  by  means  thereof,  he  had  the  liberty 
to  preach  in  many  places,  which  were  destitute  of  ministers,  where  his 
labours  were  successful  in  the  conversion  of  many  souls  unto  God. 

He  was  one  who  abounded  in  liberality  and  hospitality;  and  his  house 
was  always  much  resorted  unto.  He  was  for  twenty,  years,  a  conformist; 
but  yet  a  pious  non-conformist  was  all  this  while  very  dear  unto  him;  and 
such  persecuted  servants  of  Christ  as  Mr,  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr,  G-ood- 
win,  and  Mr.  Kye,  then  molested  for  their  non-conformity,  were  sheltered 
under  his  roof.  At  last,  being  present  at  the  conference  between  Mr.  Cot- 
ton and  some  other  famous  divines,  upon  the  controversies  of  church-disci- 
pline, there  appeared  so  much  of  Scripture  and  reason  on  that  side,  that 
Mr.  Whitfield  also  became  a  non-conformist.  But  now,  finding  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  proceed  in  the  public  exercise  of  his  ministry,  he  obtained 
a  ffodly  successor,  be  embraced  a  modest  secession,  and  he  resigned  his  place 
with  the  true  spirit  of  self-denial. 

He  now  sold  his  personal  estate,  and  came  over  to  New-England  in  the 
year  1639,  with  a  multitude  of  poor  people,  out  of  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Sus- 
sex, who  could  not  live  without  his  ministry.  With  these  he  began  a  new 
plantation,  about  twenty  miles  from  New-Haven,  and  called  it  Guilford: 
where  he  mightily  encouraged  the  people  to  bear  with  a  Christian  patience 
and  fortitude  the  difficulties  of  the  wilderness  which  they  were  come  into; 
not  only  by  his  exhortations,  but  also  by  his  own  exemplary  contentment 
with  low  and  mean  things,  after  he  had  once  lived  in  a  more  splendid 
manner  than  most  other  ministers. 

His  way  of  preaching  was  much  like  Dr.  Sibs';  and  there  was  a  mar- 
vellous majesty  and  sanctity  observable  in  it.  He  carried  much  auUiority 
with  him ;  and  using  freq^uently  to  visit  the  particular  families  of  his  flock, 
with  profitable  discourses  on  the  great  concerns  of  their  interiour  state,  it 
is  not  easy  to  describe  the  reverence  with  which  they  entertained  him. 

He  sojourned  eleven  years  at  Guilford,  living  with  his  large  family  of 
ten  children  mostly  on  his  own  estate,  which  was  thereby  exceedingly 
exhausted.  But  the  inconveniences  of  iVeic-England,  and  invitations  to  Old, 
at  length  overcame  him  to  return  into  his  native  country :  and  at  the  time 
of  parting,  the  whole  town  accompanied  him  unto  the  water-side,  with  a 
spring-tide  of  tears,  because  "they  should  see  his  face  no  more." 
This  was  in  the  year  1650. 

How  highly  his  ancient  friends  then  welcomed  him;  how  highly  the 
greatest  persons  in  the  nation  then  respected  him ;  how  faithfully  hfe  then 
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discharged  his  ministry  in  the  city  of  Winchester;  how  many  services  he 
occasionally  did  for  New -England;  and  how  triumphantly  at  last  he  flew 
away  to  heaven;  must  be  no  part  of  this  history. 

But  let  the  excellent  words  of  Lupichius,  in  his  epitaph,  he  borrowed 
for  an  EPH'APH  to  this  rare  person ;  inasmuch  as  no  words  can  more  livdily 
express  the  very  spirit  of  all  his  life: 

Bum  mihi  Vita  fait,  Tibi,  Chkiste,  Fidelis  aJ  esaem, 

J^nte  Pia  Stadui,  Degma  Sanitnda  Tiaiiti. 
Tu  mihi  Dtelitut, — Ta  Divitiaque  fuieti; 

Tu  mihi  Vefancto,  Gloria,   Vita,  Salua* 


CHAPTEH  T. 

REMAINS  OF  THE  SECOND  CLASSIS. 

Of  onr  second  catalogue  are  now  fallen  asleep  Arnold,  the  author  of 
a  savoury  discourse,  published  under  the  title  of  "David  serving  his  Gen- 
ei-ation:'"  Bishop,  Bulkly,  Cakteb,  Dean,  Hanford,  [of  which  worthy 
man,  let  the  reader,  here  in  a  crotchet,  as  we  go  along,  refresh  himself  with 
one  crotchetly  passage:  he  was  near  forty  years  a  faithful,  painful,  and  pious 
minister  at  Korwalk,  even  from  the  first  settlement  of  that  plantation ;  but 
though  he  had  the  comfort  of  seeing  a  good  and  great  success  to  his  minis- 
try there,  yet  there  were  times  wherein  the /re  of  contention  annoyed  the 
affairs  of  that  church  exceedingly:  and  in  this /re  there  once  happened 
such  a  smoke  that  the  people  made  this  one  of  their  articles  to  the  council 
against  him,  that  in  a  certain  paper  of  his,  he  had  opprobriously  called 
them  "Indian  devils:"  the  council  thereupon  with  wonder,  calling  for  the 
paper  wherein  the  reproachful  terms  was  to  be  looked  for,  found  his 
expression  to  have  been  only  thus,  "Every  individual  among  them;" 
which  occasioned  a  very  joco-serious  reflection  upon  the  ridiculous  errors 
and  follies  that  attend  a  quarrelsome  disposition;]  Houen,  Newton. 
And  into  this  catalogue  I  am  content  that  there  should  be  received  (for 
the  saints  of  this  catalogue  already  departed  have  received  him)  honest 
Mr,  Nicholas  Baker  of  Scituate;  who,  though  he  had  but  a  private 
education,  yet,  being  a  pious  and  zealous  man ;  or,  as  Dr.  Arrowsmith 
expresses  it,  so  good  a  logician^  that  he  could  offer  up  to  God  a  reasonable 
service;  so  good  an  arithmetician,  that  he  could  wisely  number  his  days; 
and  so  good  an  orator,  that  he  persivaded  himself  to  be  a  good  Cknstian; 
and  being  also  one  of  good  natural  parts,  especially  of  a  strong  memory, 
was  chosen  pastor  of  the  church  there ;  and  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  that 
church  he  continued  about  eighteen  years,  until  that  horror  of  mankind, 
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aiid  reproach  of  medicine,  the  STONE  (under  wliich  lie  preached  jioizisnce  by 
a  very  memorable  example  of  it;  never  letting  fall  any  word  worse  than 
this,  which  was  an  usual  word  with  him,  "A  mercy  of  God  it  is  no  worse!") 
put  an  end  unto  his  daya. 

But  he  that  brings  up  the  rear  ia  Mr.  John  Woodbridgb,  of  wlioiu 
we  are  able  to  speak  a  little  more  particularly. 

He  was  born  at  Stanton,  near  Highworth  in  Wiltshire,  about  the  year 
1613,  of  which  parish  his  father  was  minister;  and  a  minister  so  able  and 
faithful  as  to  obtain  an  high  esteem  among  those  that  at  all  knew  the 
invaluable  worth  of  such  a  minister.  His  mother  was  daughter  to  Mr. 
Robert  Parker,  and  a  daughter  who  did  so  virtuously,  that  her  own  per- 
sonal character  would  have  made  her  highly  esteemed,  if  a  relation  to  such 
a  father  had  not  farther  added  unto  the  lustre  of  her  character. 

Our  John  was  by  his  worthy  parents  "trained  up  in  the  way  that  he 
should  go,"  and  sent  unto  Oxford,  when  his  education  and  proficiency  at 
school  had  ripened  him  for  the  university;  and  kept  at  Oxford  until  the 
oath  of  conformity  came  to  be  required  of  him;  which  neither  his  father 
nor  his  conscience  approving,  he  removed  from  thence  unto  a  course  of 
more  private  studies.  The  rigorous  enforcing  of  the  unhappy  ceremonies 
then  causing  many  that  understood  and  regarded  the  second  command- 
ment in  the  laws  of  Heaven,  to  seek  a  peaceable  recess  for  the  pure  worship 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  an  American  desart,  our  young  Woodbridge, 
with  the  consent  of  his  parents,  undertook  a  voyage  to  New-England 
about  the  year  1634,  and  the  company  and  assistance  of  his  worthy  uncle, 
Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  was  not  the  least  encouragement  of  his  voyage. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  the  country,  before  Newberry  began  to  be 
planted;  where  he  accordingly  took  up  lands,  and  so  seated  himself,  that 
he  comfortably  and  industriously  studied  on,  until  the  advice  of  his  father's 
death  obliged  him  to  return  into  England ;  where,  having  settled  his  affaire, 
he  returned  again  unto  New-England,  bringing  with  him  his  two  brothers; 
whereof  one  died  by  the  way.  He  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  Hon- 
ourable Thomas  Dudely,  Esq.,  and  the  town  of  Andover  then  first  peeping 
into  the  world,  he  was  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Worcester, 
September  16,  1644,  ordained  the  teacher  of  the  congregation  there. 

Here  he  continued  with  good  reputation,  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
ministry,  until  upon  the  invitation  of  his  friends  he  went  once  more  to 
England,  in  the  year  1647,  where  he  soon  found  employment,  (besides  his 
being  a  chaplain  to  the  commissioners  treating  with  the  King  at  the  Isle 
of  Wight,)  first  at  the  considerable  town  of  Andover,  and  afterwards  at 
Burford  St.  Martins,  in  Wiltshire;  at  the  last  of  which  places  be  continued 
until  the  return  of  Episcopacy  first  sequeatrcd  him;  and  they  being  ousted 
of  the  school  at  Newberry,  the  infamous  Bartholomew-act  caused  him,  in 
the  year  1663,  (with  his  now  numerous  family,)  to  come  once  more  unto 
New-England.     Here  it  was  not  long  before  the  church  of  Newberry  s'lli- 
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cited  him  to  become  an  assistant  unto  bis  aged  uncle,  Mr.  Parker;  and  in 
answer  to  their  solicitations,  he  bestowed  bis  constant,  learned,  and  holy 
labours  upon  them. 

At  last,  there  arose  little  diffefremes  between  him  and  some  of  the  people 
upon  certain  points  of  church- discipline,  wherein  bis  largeness  and  their 
atraitness  might  perhaps  better  have  met  in  a  temper;  and  these  differences 
ended  not  without  bis  putting  an  end  unto  his  own  ministry  among  them; 
after  which,  the  remarkable  blessing  of  God  upon  his  own.  private  estate, 
abundantly  made  up  to  bim  the  publick  stipend  which  be  had  parted  withal. 
The  country  hereupon,  in  token  of  their  value  for  him,  chose  him  a  magis- 
trate of  the  colony,  that  so  he  might,  in  yet  a  more  extensive  capacity, 
be  "a  minister  of  God  unto  them  for  good;"  and  upon  the  alteration  of 
the  government,  be  was  made  a  Justice  of  Peace,  in  which  office  he  con- 
tinued unto  the  last. 

He  had  issue  twelve  children,  whereof  eleven  lived  unto  the  age  of  men 
and  women;  and  he  had  the  consolation  of  seeing  three  sons,  with  two 
sons-in-law,  improved  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  four  grandsons 
happily  advancing  thereunto.  A  person  he  was  truly  of  an  excellent 
spirit;  a  pious  disposition  accompanied  him  from  his  early  childhood,  and 
as  he  grew  in  years,  he  grew  in  proofs  and  fruits  of  his  having  been  sanc- 
tified from  his  infancy.  He  spent  much  of  his  time  in  holy  meditations, 
by  which  the  "foretastes  of  Heaven"  were  continually  feeding  of  his 
devout  soul;  and  he  abounded  in  all  other  devotions  of  serious,  heavenly, 
experimental  Christianity. 

He  was  by  nature  wonderfully  composed,  patient,  and  pleasant;  and  he 
was,  by  grace  much  more  so :  he  had  a  great  command  of  his  passions,  and 
could,  and  would,  and  often  did  forgive  injuries,  at  a  rate  that  hardly  can 
be  imitated.  It  was  rarely  or  never  observed  that  worldly  disappointments 
made  any  grievous  impressions  upon  his  mind;  bixt  as  once  when  word  was 
brought  him  that  a  sore  disaster  had  befallen  many  of  his  cattel,  the  mes- 
senger was  exceedingly  surprized  on  his  beholding  the  only  resentments 
of  this  good  man  thereupon  to  be  in  these  humble  expressions,  which  were 
the  first  be  uttered,  "What  a  mercy  it  is,  that  this  is  the  first  time  that 
ever  I  met  with  sucb  a  disaster !" 

This  was  the  frame  of  mind  with  which  be  still  entertained  all  disaster- 
ous  occurrences.  Only  be  was  observably  overwhelmed  by  the  death  of 
his  most  religious,  prudent,  and  faithful  consort,  when  she  was  (July  1, 1691) 
fifty  years  after  his  first  marriage  unto  her,  torn  away  from  the  "desire  of 
his  eyes."  His  value  for  the  whole  world  was,  afi^r  a  manner,  extinguished 
in  this  loss,  of  what  was  to  him  the  best  pari  of  it;  and  he  sometimes 
declared  himself  desirous  to  be  gone,  whenever  the  Lord  of  heaven  should 
please  to  call  bim  thither. 

At  last,  about  the  beginning  of  March,  1695,  the  strangury  arrested  him ; 
and  he,  who  had  been  a  great  reader,  a  great  scholar,  a  great  Okrisiian,  and 
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a  pattern  of  goodness  in  all  the  successive  stations  wherein  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  had  placed  him,  on  March  17,  the  day  of  the  Christian-sabbath,  after 
much  pain,  went  unto  his  everlasting  rest;  having  a  few  minutes  before 
it  refused  a  glass  of  offered  wine,  saying,  "I  am  going  where  I  shall  have 
betterl"     His  age  was  about  eighty-two. 

Let  him  now  report  the  rest  himself,  in  an  epitaph  like  that  on  the  tomb 
of  Christianas  Machabseus: 

§uani  Vivens  Pottii  Ionium  speraie,  Quiete 
Martaus  in  Salida  naac  Station!  fraor.* 


CHAPTER  ?L 

REMAINS  OF  THE  THIRD  CIASSIS. 

Several  in  our  third  catalogue  have,  upon  the  late  revolutions,  returned 
back  to  Europe,  and  several  are  yet  living  in  service  and  esteem  among 
our  selves. 

Abticle  (I.)  But  of  those  that  are  gone  unto  the  better  world,  we  have 
cause  particularly  to  remember  Mr.  Thomas  Gilbert,  whose  history  is,  it 
may  be,  sufficiently  related  in  his  epitaph,  which  is  at  this  day  to  be  read 
on  his  tomb  in  Charlestown: 

Here  is  mlPtred  the  body  of  ihat  resetend,  sincere,  Eflnbiia,  devout  and  feithful  minister  of  Jeaui 

Christ,  Mr.  Thomas  GiLBEBi.Bomeiime  Paslor  of  Ihe  Church  of  Christ  m  Chedle,in  Cheebirs: 

also,  Bometime  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Eling,  in  Oia-England:  mho  was  the 

prolo-mHrlyr,  the  first  of  the  ministers  that  Buffered  deprivation,  in  the  cause  of  non- 

oonforniity  in  England:  and,  after  betaking  hiniBelf  to  New-England,  became 

Pastot  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Topsfield ;  and  at  sixty- three  years  of  age 

departed  this  life.     Interred  October  98,  1673. 

Omnia  praierunt,  prisieT  amare  Seum. 


Article  (II.)  On  December  28,  1674,  died  Mr,  John  Osenbridsb,  a 
successor  to  four  famous  Johns,  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  first  church 
in  Boston.  He  was  born  in  Daventry,  Northamptonshire,  January  30, 
1608.  Both  Cambridge  and  Oxford  contributed  unto  his  liberal  education; 
and  in  one  of  those  universities  he  proceeded  Master  of  Arts  in  the  year 
1631.     The  year  following,  he  became  a  publick  preacher  of  the  gospel; 
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and  after  this,  taking  succeaaively  two  voyages  to  Barmudaz,  he  at  length 
returned  into  Englacd,  and  in  the  year  1644,  became  a  pastor  to  a  church 
in  Beverly,  I  find  hin\  after  this  a  fellow  of  Eaton-Colledge :  but  iu  the 
general  shipiarack  that  befel  the  non-conformists,  A.  0.  1662,  I  find  him 
swimming  away  to  Surrinam,  in  America.  From  thence  he  came  to  Bar'- 
bados,  in  the  year  1667,  and  to  New-England  in  the  year  1669,  where  he 
succeeded  Mr.  Davenport,  and  continued  until  his  last  remove,  which  was 
to  the  "City  of  God." 

The  abilities  and  inclinations  of  this  worthy  man  are  discovered  in 
several  of  his  published  composures.  In  England  he  published  several 
discourses  on,  "  The  Duly  of  Watchfulness."  He  also  published,  "A  Pro- 
position of  Propagating  Ike  Gospel  hy  Christian  Colonies,  in  ike  Continent  of 
Guianai,  hdng  some  Gkanings  of  a  larger  Discourse"  That  larger  dis- 
course is  yet  sleeping:  but  upon  perusal  of  the  MSS.  I  am  sensible  that 
there  is  in  it  a  grateful  variety  of  entertainment.  After  he  came  to  New- 
England,  he  published  a  sermon,  preached  at  the  anniversary  election  of 
our  govemour  and  assistants.  And  he  likewise  published  a  sermon  about 
"Seasonable  seeking  of  God." 

The  piety  which  breathed  in  these  composures  was  but  what  he  main- 
tained in  his  daily  walk;  and  sometimes  he  found  the  leisure  to  articulate 
the  breathings  of  it  inwriting.  We  read  concerning  Balaam,  "The  Lord 
put  a  word  in  his  mouth :"  it  should  seem,  his  heart  was  not  holily  affected 
with  what  was  expressed  by  his  mouth.  But  the  word  was  in  the  heart, 
as  well  as  in  the  mouth  of  our  Oxenbridge;  and  his  pen  also  sometimes 
transcribed  his  heart.    Once  thus  particularly: 

"  Certain  lale  experiments  of  the  grace  of  God  in  Clirist,  to  J.  0.,  a  poor  worm,  v>ho  desires 
(0  record  tktm,  to  the  praise  of  his  grace, 

"November  19,  1666,  was  a  dark  i3iiy;  my  bodily  spirits  heing  very  low,  (though  without 
pain,)  and  my  heart  shut  up,  that  I  could  not  look  up  to  God.  This  made  me  to  icpprehend 
the  sad  condition  of  a  soul  deserted  of  God  in  a  time  of  affliction ;  but  the  Lord  suffered 
not  this  dark  maze  to  conlinne.  For  that  night  he  thawed  my  heart,  smd  opened  it  with 
some  freedom  to  himself. 

"But  what  shidl  I  say  for  the  strange  and  strong  consolations,  With  which  he  iilled  my 
soul,  on  the  20  and  2Ist  of  November!  No  words  can  ejcpress  what  I  have  felt  in  my  heart. 
I  was  wholly  taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  the  kindness  of  God,  I  said,  'What  love  is 
lite  this  love!  and  who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee?  and  what  remains  for  me,  but  to  love  and 
to  praise  thee  for  ever?  Now  death  was  no  dark  thing  to  me,  neither  was  any  concern  of 
this  life  considerable.  And  now  1  have  siud,  'Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge,  since 
Christ  hath  satisfied  by  his  death,  and  hath  gotten  a  release  hy  his  resurrection,  and  lives  fof 
over  to  perfect  my  salvation  V  This  hath  been  a  great  stay  to  me  in  my  solitary  condition ; 
though  bereft  of  such  relations,  a  precious  wife,  and  two  such  children.  But  the  Lord  Jesus 
Uveth  for  ever,  U>  do  all  for  me,  and  be  all  to  me.  And  I  do  the  more  idmire  and  adore  the 
great  God,  in  his  condescending  so  much  to  so  vile  a  worm,  tiiat  hath  been  so  full  of  fe.irs 
and  doubts,  and  hath  so  much  displeased  my  Lord  Jesus  and  his  Holy  Spirit.  TliHt  which 
grieved  me  moat,  of  late  months,  is,  the  vnjixedness  of  my  thoughts  on  God:  and.  Oh!  that 
tiia  Lord  may,  by  his  eatahlishipg  sphit,  confirm  these  comforts  on  me,  so  that  1  may  enjoy 
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them  in  death,  and  improve  tliem  for  the  good  of  otliers  mUfe.    I  linow  Satan  is  a  wrangler; 
but  my  Advocate  is  able  to  stlenco  him!" 

When  the  Lord  of  this  feithful  servant  came  to  call  for  him,  he  was 
found  in  hia  Master's  work.  Towards  the  close  of  a  sermon,  which  he 
was  preaching  at  Boston -lecture,  he  was  taken  with  a  degree  of  an  Apo- 
plexy (as  John  Cyril,  the  worthy  Bohemian  pastor  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  former  century,  Apoplexia  in  media  ad  populum  condone  con'^lus^* 
which  in  two  or  three  days  ended  his  pilgrimage.  Thus  he  had  the  wish 
of  some  great  men,  Oportet  Ooneionatorem,  aut  precantem  aut  Predicanlem, 
Mori.\ 

EPITAPHIUM. 
Vixi,  et  quern  dederas  Cursum,  in  Te  Christe  pfregi.t 

Article  (III.)  On  March  24,  1678-9,  expired  that  excellent  man,  Mr, 
Thomas  Wallet,  ahout  the  age  of  sixty-one.  I  can  not  recover  the  day 
of  hia  birth;  let  it  content  my  reader  that  the  primitive  Christians  did 
happily  confound  the  distinction  of  the  two  times  mentioned  by  the  wise 
man,  "a  time  to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die,"  calling  the  day  of  a  saint's 
death  by  the  name  of  their  Naialilia.^ 

This  "man  of  a  thousand"  was  a  well  accomplished  scholar;  but  his 
accomplishments  especially  lay  in  that  which  the  great  Gregory  asserts  to 
be,  Ars  Artium,  et  Scientia  Scientiarum,\  namely,  Animarum  Segimert. 

He  was  a  Christian  in  whom  the  graces  of  Christ  very  richly  adorqed, 
but  most  of  all,  that  which  has  most  of  Christianity  in  it,  humllity  ;  the 
happy  vertue  which  we  may  address  with  the  acknowledgment  once  made 
unto  Fcelix,  "By  thee  we  enjoy  great  quietness:"  and  by  that  vertue  he 
was  eminently  serviceable  to  make  all  ^iei  wherever  he  came.  He  was  a 
divine,  well  furnished  with  the  knowledge  necessary  to  a  master  builder  in 
the  Church  of  God,  and  particularly  knowing  in  those  points  of  divinity, 
which  Non  Lectio  dooet,  sed  Unctio,  non  lAtera,  sed  Spiritus,  non  Eruditio, 
sed  ]Sxercitatio.*{ 

He  was  a  preacher  who  made  Christ  the  main  subject  of  his  preaching 
and  who  had  such  a  regard  for  souls,  that  he  thought  much  of  nothing  by 
which  he  might  recommend  a  Christ  unto  the  souls  even  of  the  meanest, 
as  well  as  of  the  greatest:  being  disposed,  like  that  great  king  of  France, 
who,  being  found  instructing  his  kitchen-boy  in  the  matters  of  religion, 
and  being  asked  with  wonder  the  reason  of  it,  answered,  "The  meanest 
has  a  soul  as  precious  as  my  own,  and  bought  by  the  blood  of  Christ  as 
well  as  minel"  It  may  be  I  cannot  give  a  truer  description  of  this  our 
Walley,  than  in  the  words  of  him  that  writes  the  life  of  the  famous 
Belgio  Wall^us:    "He  was  diligent  in  visiting  his  parishioners,  whereby 

*  struck  wLth  apoplexy  in  tbe  latddte  of  au  B'ldi'es?  Lo  tl^e  people. 

1 1t fsnol  reading  IbatiDBlruotSiblUlbeuDctionargruce;  nuL  the  letter,  but  Ihoajiirll;  nut  leainlng,  but  eipei{- 
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he  reformed  many  whicli  were  given  to  viciousness.  He  satisfied  doubt- 
ing consciences,  and  extricated  them  out  of  the  snares  of  Satan.  He  com- 
forted those  that  were  cast  down  with  the  apprehension  of  God's  wrath 
for  their  sins.  He  ministered  relief  to  widows,  orphans,  and  such  as  were 
destitute  of  humane  help.     His  company  was  never  grievous." 

His  being  such  a  one  did  but  render  him  the  more  likely  to  be  found 
a  noil -conformist,  when  the  act  of  uniformity  struck  dead  so  many  faithful 
ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  English  Nation.  When  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, under  the  new  form  which  its  canons  after  the  year  1660  depraved 
it  into,  was  pressing  its  unscriptural  rites,  our  Walley  replied,  with  Tertul- 
lian,  Si  ideo  dicetar,  licere,  quia  non  prohibeat  Scriptura,  (sgue  retorquehitur, 
ideo  non  licere,  quia  Scriptura  non  Jubeatf 

If  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  days  of  New- England's  first  planting, 
did  so  want  reformation  that  these  colonies  must  be  planted  for  the  sake 
thereof,  how  much  more  would  the  second  model  of  it  affright  such  consci- 
entious dissenters  as  our  "Walley,  unto  congregations  that  were  more  thor- 
oughly reformed?  For,  aa  one  writes,  "Though  the  Church  of  England 
was  never  so  reformed  as  Geneva,  Erance,  Holland,  and  other  reformed 
churches,  yet  there  is  aa  vast  a  difference  between  the  old  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  the  neio  one,  as  between  Nebuchadnezzar  when  sitting  on  his 
throne  and  glittering  in  his  glory,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  when  grazing 
among  beasts  in  the  field,  with  his  hair  like  birds'  feathers,  and  nails  like 
eagles'  claws." — The  effect  of  all  was,  that  Mr.  Walley  was  driven  from 
the  exercise  of  his  ministry  in  London  to  New-England,  where  he  arrived 
about  the  year  1663, 

Here  he  had  a  "great  service"  to  do;  for  if  the  Apostle  Paul  thought 
it  beseeming  an  apostle  to  write  a  part  of  canonical  Scripture,  about  the 
agreement  of  no  more  than  tvx)  godly  persons,  [Phil.  iv.  2,]  certainly  it 
must  be  a  "  great  service"  to  bring  a  divided  church  of  godly  persons  unto 
a  good  agreement.  In  Thebes,  he  that  could  reconcile  any  quarrelsome 
neighbours,  was  honoured  with  a  garland.  The  honour  of  a  garland  was 
on  that  score  highly  due  to  our  Walley. 

The  church  of  Barnstable  had  been  miserably  broken  with  divisions 
until  this  prudent,  patient,  and  holy  Walley  appeared  among  them,  and 


As  among  the  Suevians  it  was  a  law  that  in  a  fray  where  swords  were 
drawn,  if  any  one  did  but  ory  peace,  they  must  end  the  quarrel,  or  else  he 
died  that  struck  the  next  blow  after  peace  was  named.  Thus,  after  our 
Walley,  with  his  charming  wisdom,  cried  peace,  that  fiock  was  happily 

•  ir  !t  ia  clBimed  Uiat  one  thing  la  right  because  llie  Scripture  dew  not  torhid  It,  it  will  of  couibs  be  replied 
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united;  and  he  continued  in  much  peace,  and  with  much  fame,  feeding 
of  it  all  the  rest  of  his  days, 

I  will  now  so  far  discover  my  self  as  to  applaud  this  worthy  man  for 
two  things,  which  it  may  be  many  good  men  will  count  worthy  rather  of 
reproach  than  applause. 

One  is  this:  in  my  father's  preface  to  his  discourses  on  the  New -Jerusa- 
lem, I  meet  with  this  passage:  "Though  it  hath  been  generally  thought 
that  the  first  resurrection  spoken  of  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  to  be  understood 
only  in  a  mystical  sense,  yet  some  of  the  first  and  eminent  teachers  in 
these  churches  believed  the  first  resurrection  to  be  corporal.  So  did  Mr. 
Davenport,  Mr.  Hooli,  and,  of  later  years,  that  man  of  an  excellent  spirit, 
Mr.  Thomas  Walley,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Barnstable," — Thus  did  our 
pious  ehiliast,  Walley,  it  seems,  come  to  his  thoughts  as  Joseph  Mede 
before  him  did,  and  as  in  the  times  of  more  illumination  learned  men 
must  and  will:  Postquam  alia  omnia  frustra  ientassem,  tandem  Bei  ipsius 
Glaritudine  ferstricius,  paraAoxo  Succuim.* 

Another  is  this:  on  a  great  occasion,  our  Walley  declared  himself  in 
these  words:  "It  would  not  consist  with  our  profession  of  love  to  Christ 
or  saints,  to  trouble  those  that  peaceably  differ  from  the  generality  of  God's 
people  in  lesser  things;  those  that  are  like  to  Jive  in  heaven  with  ua  at 
last,  we  should  endeavour  they  might  live  peaceably  with  us  here.  A 
well-bounded  toleration  were  very  desireable  in  all  Christian  common- 
wealths, that  there  may  be  no  just  occasion  for  any  to  complain  of  cruelty 
or  persecution;  but  it  must  be  such  a  toleration,  that  God  may  not  be 
pubiickly  blasphemed  nor  idolatry  practised." — With  such  candor  did  he 
express  himself  against  the  way  well  decryed  by  Gerhard,  A  Verbo  ad 
Feerwm,  oh  Airamenlo  ad  Armamenta,  a  Pennis,  ad  Bipennes,  confugere.-f 

I  cannot  find  any  more  than  one  published  composure  left  behind, 
which  is  entituled,  "£alm  in  Oilead  to  heal  Sion^s  Wouruh:''^  being  a  ser- 
mon preached  before  the  General  Court  of  the  colony  of  New- Plymouth, 
June  1, 16,69,  the  day  of  election  there:  in  which,  let  it  be  remembred,  he 
expressly  foretels  that  New-England  would  "ere  long  lose  her  1 
I,  her  peace,  and  her  liberty." 


0  Mors,  QuaUm  Viraw,  Extinxiatil 

Scd  hene  hohei; 
Virtus  W»m.ffii  ImmortalU  est.t 

Article  (IV-)  The  small  stay  of  the  Reverend  Mr,  Samuel  Lee  in  this 
country,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  New-Bristol,  [from  the 
year  1686  to  the  year  1691,]  will  excuse  me,  if  I  say  Utile  of  him;  and 

*  Artor  1  had  Iriud  ev&ty  thing  dee  to  no  purpose  I  vbs  at  IbbI  drawn  hy  the  ealf-eTldeiit  tf  uth  of  Iho  concllH 
fiion,  ia  ackho^'ltii^  It  lo  be  im  EncLunprehmifiiblu  paradux. 

t  or  rashlng  from  wsir,  In  the  sword,  ftuni  fak  to  arms,  from  pen  to  bntlle-nie. 

(  O  Doalb,  what  a  lift  ihou  hast  dfaltoycd !  YetttlswBll;  for  WAi,i.Ey's  virtues  are  immoMoI. 
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yet  the  great  worth  of  that  renowned  man,  will  render  it  inexcusable  to 
say  nothing  at  all. 

All  that  I  shall  say  is,  that  if  learning  ever  merited  a  statve,  this  great 
man,  has  as  rich  an  one  due  to  him  as  can  be  erected;  for  it  must  be 
granted,  that  hardly  ever  a  more  universally  learned  person  trod  tlie 
American  strand. 

Live,  0  rare  Lee  I  live,  if  not  in  our  works,  yet  in  Ayovm;  ten  or 
twelve  of  which,  that  have  seen  the  light,  will  immortalize  thee.  But, 
above  all,  thy  book  "TJe  Exaideo  Antichrisli'^*  shall  survive,  and  assist  the 
fuTwral  of  the  monster  whose  nativity  is  therein,  with  sach  exquisite  study 
calculated;  and  thy  book  entituled,  "OfiisJKracM^wm/f  or,  The  Temple  of 
Solomon"  shall  proclaim  thee  to  be  a  miracle  for  thy  vast  knowledge,  and 
a  pilhr  in  the  temple  of  thy  God  I 

In  his  return  for  England,  the  French  took  him  a  prisoner,  and  unciv- 
illy detaining  him,  he  died  in  France;  where  he  found  the  grave  of  an 
heretick,  and  was  therein  (after  some  sort,  like  Wiekliff  and  Eucer)  made 
a  martyr  after  his  death. 


CHAPTER  ¥11. 

A  OOOII  MAN  JIASISG  A  GOOD  END, 
THE    LIFE    AND   DEATH   OF   THE   REV.   MR.   JOHN   BAIL?. 

A  SERMON,  ON  THE  DAY  OF  HIS  FUNERAL.  THURSDAY,  16  D.  10  M.  Ifi97. 


Reader:  We  are  not  so  wise  as  the  miserable  Papists!  Among  them, 
a  person  of  merit  shall  at  hia  death  be  celebrated  and  canonized  by  all 
men  agreeing  in  it,  as  in  their  com/mon  interest,  for  to  applaud  his  life. 
Among  ua,  let  there  be  dues  paid  unto  the  memory  of  the  most  meritori- 
ous person  after  his  decease;  many  of  the  survivers  are  offended,  I  had 
almost  said  enraged  at  it:  they  seem  to  take  it  as  a  reproach  unto  them- 
selves (and,  it  may  be,  so  it  is!)  that  so  much  good  should  bo  told  of  any 
man,  and  that  all  the  little  frailties  and  errors  of  that  man  (and  whereof 
no  meer  man  was  ever  freel)  be  not  also  told,  with  all  the  unjust  aggrava- 
tions that  envy  might  put  upon  them.  This  foUy  is  as  inexpressible  an 
injury  to  us  all;  as  it  cannot  but  be  an  advantage  unto  mankind  in  general 
for  interred  verlue  to  be  rewarded  with  a  stattie. 
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If  ever  I  deserved  well  of  my  country,  it  lias  been  when  I  have  given 
to  the  world  the  histories  and  characters  of  eminent  persons  which  have 
adorned  it.  Malice  will  call  some  of  those  things  romances;  but  that 
Malice  it  self  may  never  hiss  witli  the  least  colour  of  reason  any  more,  I 
do  here  declare,  let  any  man  living  evince  any  one  material  mistake  in  any 
one  of  those  composures,  it  shall  have  the  most  publick  recantation  that 
can  be  desired.  In  the  meantime,  while  some  impotent  cavils,  nibbling 
at  the  statues  which  we  have  erected  for  our  taorthies,  take  pains  to  prove 
themselves  the  enemies  of  New-England  and  of  religion,  the  statues  will 
out-live  all  their  idle  nibbles;  "the  righteous  will  be  had  in  evw-laating 
remembrance,"  when  the  wicked,  who  "see  it  and  are  grieved,"  shall 
"gnash  with  their  teeth,  and  melt  away." 

A    GOOD    MAJl    MAKIIfG    A    OOOD    EMD, 

I  bring  you  this  day  a  text  of  sacred  Scripture,  which  a  faithful  servant 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  lately  gone  unto  him,  did  before  his  going  order 
for  you  as  his  legacy.  Give  your  attention:  "Tis  thai  in  Psal.  xxxi.  5: 
"Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit." 

THAT„holy  and  worthy  minister  of  the  gospel,  whose  funeral  is  this  day 
to  be  attended,  having  laboured  for  the  conversion  of  men  unto  God,  at 
length  grew  very  presagious  that  his  labours  in  the  evangelical  ministry 
drew  near  unto  an  end.  While  he  was  yet  in  health,  and  not  got  beyond 
the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  he  did,  with  such  a  presage  upon  his  mind, 
(having  first  written  on  this  wise  in  his  diary,  "Oh!  that  Christ's  deatli 
might  fit  me  for  my  ownl")  begin  to  study  a  sermon  on  this  very  text, 
"  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit."  But  his  gteat  Master,  who  favoured 
him  with  such  a  presage,  never  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  finish  and  utter 
what  he  had  began  to  study.  His  life  had  all  this  while  been  a  practical 
commentary  upon  his  doctrine;  yea,  it  was  an  endeavour  to  imitate  our 
blessed  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  said  [Acts  i.  1,]  first  to  do,  and  then  to 
tecich:  and  now,  behold!  his  death  must  expound  and  apply  the  doctrine 
which  he  would  have  preached  unto  us.  He  must  show  us  how  to  do  that 
important  work  of  "  committing  a  departing  spirit  into  the  hands  of  God," 
no  otherwise  than  by  the  actual  doing  of  that  work  himself  While  there- 
fore he  lay  dying,  he  asked  one  of  his  dearest  relations,  "Dost  thou  know 
what  I  am  doing?"  She  said,  "No;"  he  then  added,  "I  am  rendring,  I 
am  rendringi"  meaning,  I  suppose,  his  own  spirit  unto  the  Lord,  But 
while  he  was  doing  of  that  work,  and  with  humble  resignation  "commit- 
ting his  own  spirit  into  the  hands  of  God,"  he  desired  of  me  that  I  would 
preach  upon  the  text  about  which  he  had  been  under  such  intentions. 
Wherefore  (if  at  least  I  may  be  thought  worthy  of  such  a  character!)  you 
are  now  to  consider  me— shall  I  say — as  "executing  the  will  of  the  dead?" 
or.  as  "representing  a  man  of  God,  whom  God  hath  taken."     The  tratlis 
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which  we  shall  now  inculcate,  will  be  such  as  you  arc  all  along  to  think, 
"tliese  are  the  things  which  a  saint  now  in  glory  would  have  to  be  incul- 
cated." And  when  we  have  briefly  set  those  truths  before  you,  we  will 
describe  a  little  that  excellent  saint,  as  from  whom  you  have  them  recom- 
mended: we  will  describe  him  chiefly  with  strokes  fetched  from  his  own 
diaries,  out  of  which,  in  the  little  time  I  have  bad  since  his  death,  I  have 
collected  a  few  remarkables. 

Our  Psalmist,  the  illustrious  David,  now,  as  we  may  judge,  drew  near 
unto  his  end:  and  we  may  say  of  the  Psalm  here  composed  by  him, 
"  These  are  among  the  last  words  of  David,  the  man  who  was  raised  up  on 
high."  The  sighs  of  the  Psalmist  here  collected,  seem  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  sufferings  which  he  underwent  when  his  own  subjects  took 
up  arms  against  him.  Nevertheless,  as  our  psalter  is  all  over  "the  Book 
of  the  Messiah,"  so  this  particular  Hymn  in  it  is  contrived  elegantly  to 
point  out  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  us.  In  the  text 
now  before  us,  the  Psalmist,  apprehending  himself  in  danger  of  deatli,  does 
the  gresit  ■work  of  a,  dying  man:  which  is,  "to  commit  a  surviving  spirit  into 
the  hand  of  God."  But  in  doing  this,  he  entertains  a  special  consideration 
of  God,  for  his  encouragement  in  doing  it:  this  is,  "Thou  hast  redeemed 
me,  0  Lord  God  of  truth."  It  is  the  Messiah  that  hath  redeemed  us;  it  is 
the  Messiah  whose  name  ia  Uie  Truth;  David,  upon  a  view  of  the  Messiah, 
said,  "This  is  the  man,  who  is  the  Lord  God."  Wherefore,  in  "commit- 
ting our  spirits  unto  God,"  our  Lord  Christ  is  to  be  distinctly  considered; 
and  he  was,  no  doubt,  by  David  considered.  The  power  of  God  is  called 
bis  hand;  the  wisdom  of  God  is  called  his  hand;  but,  above  all,  the  Christ 
of  God,  who  is  the  ;pov>er  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God,  he  is  the  hand 
of  God;  by  Him  it  is  that  the  God  of  heaven  doth  what  he  doth  in  the 
world;  and  he  is  for  that  cause  also  styled,  "The  arm  of  the  Lord."  It  is 
therefore  to  ihsi  power  and  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  in  Christ,  that  our 
expiring  spirits  are  to  he  committed. 

There  was  indeed  a  wonderful  time,  when  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself 
made  a  wonderful  use  of  this  very  text.  We  read  in  Luke  xxiii.  46, 
"  When  Jesus  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  said,  '  Father,  into  thy  hands 
I  commend  my  Spirit;'  and  having  said  thus,  he  gave  up  the  Ghost." 
Sirs,  God  uttered  bis  voice,  at  this  rate,  and  the  earth  trembled  at'  itt 
And  well  it  might,  for  never  did  there  such  an  amazing  thing  occur  upon 
the  earth  before.  Now,  our  Lord  having  said,  "  Into  thy  bands  I  commend 
my  Spirit,"  stopped  at  those  words;  for  he  was  himself  the  "Redeemer, 
the  Lord  God  of  Truth."  But  as  for  us,  we  are  to  consider  God,  as  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  we  commit  our  spirits  into  his  hands.  As 
Luther  could  say,  Nolo  Deum  Absoluhvm—l  tremble  to  have  to  do  with  an 
al^olute  God;  that  is  to  say,  a  God  without  a  Christ — so,  we  may  all 
tremble  to  tbinls:  of  committing  our  spirits  into  the  hands  of  God,  any 
otherwise  than  as  he  is  "in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself." 
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We  are  truly  told  in  Heb.  x.  31,  "It  is  a  fearful  thiog  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  living  God."  Our  spirits  are  by  sin  become  obnoxious  to  the 
fearful  wrath  of  God;  and  wo  to  us,  if  our  spirits  fall  into  his  hands,  not 
having  his  loral}/,  appeasedl  Sirs,  W6  comniit  briars  and  thorns,  and 
wretched  stubble  to  infinite  fiames,  if  we  comniit  our  spirits  into  the  hands 
of  God,  not  in  a  Christ,  become  our  friend.  We  deliver  up  our  spirits 
Tinto  a  "devouring  fire,"  and  unto  "everlasting  burnings,"  if  we  approach 
the  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord  God  Almighty"  any  otherwise  than  through 
the  Immanuel,  our  Mediator.  We  are  to  "commit  our  souls  unto  our 
faithful  Creator;"  but  if  he  be  not  our  "merciful  Redeemer"  too,  then 
"He  that  made  us  will  not  have  mercy  on  ua."  When  Hezekiah  was,  as 
he  thought,  a  dying,  he  "  turned  his  face  to  the  wall :"  I  suppose  it  was  to 
that  side  of  the  ufper  chamber,  the  pratftng  chamber,  where  he  lay,  that  had 
"God's  window"  in  it,  the  window  that  opened  it  self  towards  the  ark  in 
the  temple.  When  we  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  God,  we  are 
to  ium  oar  face  towards  that  ark  of  God,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  have 
this  matter  well  directed  by  the  words  of  the  dying  martyr  Stephen,  in 
Acts  vii.  59.  He  said,  "Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit." 
And  now  there  is  a  weighty  cask  that  lies  before  us: 

After  what  manner  should  we  commit  our  spirits  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
so  the  eternal  safety  and  welfare  of  our  spirits,  ritay  be  effectually  provided  for? 

If  our  faithful  Baily  were  now  alive,  I  do  not  know  any  one  CASE  that 
he  would  more  livelily  have  discoursed  among  you;  but  I  know  that  he 
would  have  discoursed  on  this  with  a  soul  full  of  inexpressible  agonies. 
He  was  a  man  who  had,  from  a  child,  been  full  of  solicitous  cares  about 
bis  own  soul;  and  from  hence  in  part  it  was,  that  when  he  became  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  he  preached  nothing  so  much  as  the  cares  that  all 
men  should  have  about  the  conversion  of  their  souls  unto  God,  and  the 
sincerity  of  their  souls  before  him.  There  were  many  great  points  of  our 
Christian  faith  which  he  still  treated  with  shorter  touches,  because  his 
thoughts  were  continually  swallowed  up  with  the  vast  concern  of  not  being 
deceived  about  the  marlis  of  a  regenerate  and  a  sanctified  soul,  and  hopes 
of  being  found  in  Christ  at  a  dying  hour.  He  was  none  of  those  preachers, 
Qai  ludunt  in  Cathedra,  et  htgent  in  Gehenna.*  Those  two  words,  a  soul 
and  eternity,  were  great  words  unto  him;  and  his  very  soul  was  greatly 
and  always  under  the  awe  of  them.  Hence  the  very  spirit  of  his  preach- 
ing lay  in  the  points  of  turning  from  sin  to  God  in  Christ,  and  the  tryal 
of  our  doing  so,  and  the  peril  of  our  not  doing  it.  Wherefore,  as  far  as, 
alas  I  one  of  my  sinful  coldness  in  those  dreadful  points  can  do  it,  I  will 
set  before  you  in  a  few  minutes  what  I  apprehend  my  dead  friend  would 
have  to  he  spoken,  upon  these  points,  in  relation  to  the  case  that  is  now 
to  be  considered. 
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I.  Let  every  mortal  man  be  very  sensible  that  he  hath  an  immortal Rpirit 
in  him,  and  prize  that  apirit  esceedingly.  Eow  shall  we  com/mit  a  spirit 
into  the  hands  of  tbe  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  this  thing  be  not  realized  unto 
ua,  that  we  have  a  spirit,  which  will  be  horribly  miserable  to  all  eternity, 
if  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  look  not  after  it! 

Could  that  mouth,  which  ia  this  day  to  be  laid  in  tbe  dust,  once  more 
be  opened  among  ua,  I  know  what  voice  would  issue  from  it:  with  a  very 
zealous  vivacity,  I  know  this  voice  would  be  uttered:  "Man,  thou  hast  a 
soul,  a  soul  within  thee;  a  soul  that  is  to  exist  throughout  eternal  ages. 
Oh !  prize  that  soul  of  thine  at  the  greatest  rate  imaginable."^ — I  aay,  then, 
we  must  be  sensible  that  we  have  spirits  which  are  distinct  from  our  bodies, 
and  which  will  out  live  them:  spirits  which  are  "incorporeal  substances, 
endued  with  rational  faculties;  and  though  inclined  unto  our  humane 
bodies,  yet  surviving  after  them."  An  infidel  Pope  of  Rome  once,  lying 
on  his  death-bed,  had  such  a  speech  as  this:  "I  shall  now  quickly  be  cer- 
tified and  satisfied  whether  I  have  an  immortal  sou!  or  no  I"  "VVofnl  man, 
if  be  were  not  until  then  certified  and  satisfied!  God  forbid  that  there 
should  be  so  much  as  one  Epicurean  swine  among  us,  dreaming,  that  man 
is  nothing  but  a  "meer  lump  of  matter  put  into  motion."  Shall  a  man 
dare  to  think  that  be  has  not  a  rational  soul  in  him,  which  is  of  a  very 
different  nature  from  liia  body?  Truly,  his  very  thinking  is  enough  to 
confute  his  monstrous  unreasonableness:  meer  hody  cannot  Hiink;  and,  I 
pray,  of  what  figure  is  a  rational  atom?  The  oracles  of  God  have  there- 
fore assured  us  that  the  fathers  of  our  bodies  are  not  tbe  fa&ers  of  spirits ; 
no,  these  have  another  father!  And,  that  the  spirits  of  men  may  go  from 
their  bodies,  and  be  caught  up  to  the  third  heaven  too!  Well ;  "but  when 
our  bodies  crumble  and  tumble  before  the  strokes  of  death,  are  not  our 
spirits  overwhelmed  in  the  ruines  of  onr  bodies,  like  Sampson,  when  the 
Pbilistian  temple  fell  upon  him?  No;  they  are  "sparks  of  immortality" 
that  shall  never  be  extinguished;  they  must  live,  and  move,  and  think, 
until  tbe  very  heavens  be  no  more.  Among  other  evidences  that  our 
spirits  are  immortal,  there  is  no  contemptible  one  in  tbe  presages  which 
the  spirits  of  such  good  men  as  he  which  is  anon  to  be  interred  have  had 
of  their  speedy  passage  in  a  "world  of  spirits,"  Onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  gave  his  own  blood  for  the  purchase  of  our  souls,  and  can  tell,  sure ! 
what  it  is  that  he  has  purchased ;  he  has  expressly  told  us  in  Matth.  x.  28, 
"They  which  kill  the  body,  are  not  able  to  kill  the  soul."  Our  blessed 
Apostle  Paul,  a  mighty  student  and  worker  for  souls,  was  not  fed  with 
fencies,  when  he  took  it  for  granted,  in  Phil.  i.  21,  that  when  he  should 
"be  dissolved,"  he  should  "be  with  Christ"  immediately.  Do  try,  thou 
fool-hardy  creature,  to  perswade  thy  self,  that  thou  hast  not  an  immortal 
soul:  thou  canst  not,  for  thy  sou!,  render  thy  self  altogether  and  evermore 
perawaded  of  it:  with  very  dreadful  suspicions  of  its  immortality  will  thy 
own   conscience,  a  certain    faculty  of  thy  soul,  torrify  thee,    when    God 
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awaTiens  it.  I  have  known  a  sturdy  disputer  against  the  immortality  of 
the  soul,  go  out  of  the  world  with  this  lamentable  out-ery:  "Oh!  my  soul, 
my  soul ;  what  shall  I  do  for  my  poor  soul  ?"  Sirs,  let  this  principle  stand 
like  the  very  pillars  of  heaven  with  every  one  of  us,  that  toe  have  immortal 
souls  to  he  provided  for.  But  if  a  man  have  an  immortal  soul  within  him, 
what  will  be  the.  natural  consequence  of  it?  The  consequence  is  plainly 
this:  that  since  the  soul  is  immortal,  it  should  he  \%Ty  precious.  It  was 
infinitely  reasonable  for  the  soul  to  be  called,  as  it  was  in  Psal.  xxii.  20, 
"My  soul,  my  darling!"  Oh!  there  should  be  nothing  so  dear  to  a  man 
as  that  sonl  of  his,  that  shall  endure  when  all  other  things  are  changed: 
for,  "0  my  soul,  of  thy  years  there  shall  be  no  end,"  The  interests  of  our 
spirits  are  to  be  much  greater  things  unto  us,  than  the  interests  of  our 
bodies.  What  will  become  of  our  souls?  That,  that  is  a  thing  that  should 
lie  much  nearer  to  our  hearts,  than  what  will  become  of  our  lives,  our 
names,  our  estates.  We  should  set  an  high  value  on  our  spirits,  and  often 
meditate  on  the  text  which  was  once  given  to  a  great  man  for  his  daily 
meditation  in  Matt.  xvi.  26:  "What  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  gain  the 
whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  sou!?" 

II.  Let  every  man  in  this  world  that  hath  an  immortal  spirit  be,  above 
all  things,  thoughtful  for.  the  welfare  of  that  spirit  in  another  world. 
When  we  commit  a  spirit  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  it  is 
that  so  it  may  escape  that  wretchedness,  and  attain  that  blessedness  in 
another  world,  whereof  our  Lord  hath  in  his  word  advised  us.  When 
that  embassador  of  Christ,  who  is  lately  gone  back  unto  him,  was  resident 
among  us,  there  was  no  one  thing  that  he  more  vigorously  insisted  on 
than  this:  "Oh I  there  is  nothing  so  dreadful  as  that  hell  which  every 
wicked  soul  shall  be  turned  into :  there  is  nothing  so  joyful  as  that  heaven 
which  is  prepared  for  every  godly  soul:  and  there  is  nothing  of  so  much 
concernment  for  you,  as  to  flee  from  that  wrath  to  come,  and  lay  hold 
on  that  life  eternal."  I  say,  accordingly,  there  are  astonishing  dangers 
whereto  our  souls  are  exposed  by  our  sins.  Our  spirits  are  in  danger  of 
being  for  ever  banished  from  the  communion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
into  a  state  of  easeless  and  endless  horror;  our  spirits  are'in  danger  to  be 
plunged  into  doleful  torments,  among  the  devils  that  have  been  our  tempt- 
ers: our  spirits  are  in  danger  to  be  seized  by  the  justice  of  that  God 
against  whom  we  have  sinned,  and  laid  under  everlasting  impressions  of 
his  indignation.  There  are  "spirits  in  prison;"  there  is  danger  lest  the 
vengeance  of  God  chain  up  our  spirits  in  that  fiery  prison.  (It  was  but 
a  little  before  he  went  unto  heaven  that  our  BaUy,  in  twenty-six  discourses 
on  Eev.  vi.  8,  opened  the  treasures  of  that  wrath  among  us.)  And  we 
should  now  be  so  thoughtful  of  nothing  upon  earth,  as  how  to  get  our 
spirits  delivered  from  this  formidable  hell.  The  fittest  language  for  us 
would  be  like  that  in  Psnl.  cxvi.  3,  4:  "The  pains  of  hell  are  getting  hold 
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on  me;  0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  deliver  my  soul."  But  then  there  is  a 
great  salvation,  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  wrought  for  us;  and 
that  salvation  is,  "the  salvation  of  the  soul."  Our  spirits  may  he  released 
from  the  bonds  which  the  "sentence  of  death,"  by  the  law  of  God  passed 
upon  them,  has  laid  them  under.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  satisfying  of 
the  law,  by  his  death  in  our  stead,  hath  procured  thia  release  for  the  spirits 
of  his  chosen.  There  arc  the  "spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect;"  and 
there  is  perfect  lights  and  perfect  hve,  and  perfect  joy,  among  those  glori- 
fied spirits.  Our  spirits  may  be  advanced  into  the  society  of  angels,  and 
be  with  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  heaven  the  spectators  and  partakers  of 
Lis  heavenly  glory.  Now,  we  should  he  more  thoughtful  to  make  sure  of 
such  a  heaven  for  our  spirits,  than  to  ensure  any  thing  on  earth.  We 
should  wish  for  nothing  so  much  as  that  in  1  Sam.  xxv.  29,  "A  soul  bound 
up  in  the  bundle  of  life,"  There  are  souls  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
has  bundled  like  so  many  slips,  to  be  transplanted  into  the  sweet  garden 
of  heaven;  say  now,  0  man,  with  all  possible  ardour  of  soul,  "Ohl  may 
my  soul  be  one  of  them." 

When  our  father  Jacob  was  a  dying,  he  seems,  upon  the  occasion  of 
mentioning  a  serpent,  immediately  to  call  to  mind  the  mischiefs  which 
had  been  done  by  the  old  serpent  unto  our  spirits:  whereupon  he  cried 
out,  (Gen.  xlix.  18,)  "I  have  waited  for  thy  Salvation,  [for  thy  JESUS!] 
0  Lord."  That  our  spirits  may  not  be  destroyed  in  our  dying,  this,  this 
is  the  thing  that  we  should  be  concerned  for;  that  they  may  be  saved  by 
a  Jesus  from  the.  mischiefe  which  the  old  serpent  has  brought  upon  them. 

III.  When  we  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hands  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  must  believe  in  him,  as  fully  able  to  "save  our  spirits  unto  the 
uttermost."  It  is  by  faith  acted  unto  the  uttermost  that  we  are  to  commit 
our  spirits  into  the  hands  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Now,  the  acts  of  this 
faith  are  admirably  expressed  in  2  Tim.  i.  12:  "I  know  whom  I  have 
believed,  and  I  am  perswaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  him."  We  would  have  our  spirits  preserved  from  the 
direful  an^er  of  God,  which  threatens  to  swallow  them  up:  say  now, 
"  Lord  Jesua,  I  am  perswaded  thou  art  able  to  preserve  me."  We  would 
have  our  spirits  enriched  with  the  knowledge  and  image  and  favour  of 
God  in  his  kingdom :  say  now,  "  Lord  Jesus,  I  am  perswaded  thou  art  able 
to  enrich  me."  We  are  therefore  to  place  our  faith  on  the  sacrifice  which 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  oftered  nnto  God,  on  the  behalf  of  his  people. 
We  read  in  Job  xxxhi.  22,  "When  a  soul  draws  near  unto  the  grave,  if 
there  be  a  messenger  with  him,  an  interpreter,  then  he  says,  deliver  him 
from  going  down  to  the  pit,  I  have  found  a  ransome."  Some  of  the 
ancients  take  that,  Angekis  Interpres,  to  be,  "Christ  the  Mediator."  Sirs, 
when  your  souls  are  "drawirg  near  unto  the  grave,"  it  is  high  time  to 
believe  ou  that  ransome,  which  "  One  among  a  thousand"  has  paid  unto 
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G-cd  for  US.  "We  must  believe  that  the  saarifice  of  tlie  soul  of  the  J 
when  "he  was  cut  off,  but  not  for  himself,"  is  a  valuable  aaerifice,  a  sufi- 
cient  sacrifice,  and  a  sacrifice  which  the  wondrous  grace  of  God  invites  ua 
to  depend  upon;  and  with  a  firm  dependance  on  that  sacrifice,  we  must 
plead,  "  0  let  my  soul  be  delivered  from  going  down  to  the  pit,  since  God 
has  found  such  a  ransom  for  me!"  But  while  we  rely  on  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  he  has  been  sacrificed  for  na  here  below,  we  must  also  rely  upon 
him,  as  he  is  now  above,  in  the  Holy  of  holies,  interceding  for  us.  And 
that  our  faith  in  committing  our  spirits  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  may 
be  a  truly  Ohrisiian  faith,  we  must  beheve  him  to  be  no  less  than  "the 
Lord  God  of  Truth;"  to  be  God  as  well  as  man;  to  be  God  and  man  in 
one  person.  That  man  is  a  very  foolish  man  who  will  trust  his  own  soul 
with  any  one  less  than  the  God  who  made  our  soul,  and  who  alone  can 
save  it.  Our  belief  must  pronounce  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  same  that 
his  Bible  has  pronounced  hbn;  "the  true  God,  the  great  God,  and  God 
over  all;"  one  who  is  every  where,  and  who  knows  every  thing.  This 
article  of  our  faith,  which  the  modern  Jews  deny,  is  indeed  so  incontest- 
able, that  1  could  presently  overwhelm  them  with  an  army  of  testimonies, 
from  the  Rabbles  among  the  ancient  Jews,  confessing  that  the  Messiah 
must  be  very  Jehovah  himself,  ■  I  beseech  you,  let  no  man  dare  to  die  in 
any  doubt  whether  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  unto  whom  he  commits  his  own 
soul,  be  not  more  than  a  meer  man.  Believing  him  to  be  God,  let  ns 
believe  that  his  blood  is  price  enough  to  obtain  for  us  the  everlasting  hap- 
piness of  our  spirits;  what  can  our  spirits  want  that  the  blood  of  Go(J 
cannot  obtain?  Let  us  believe  that  his  Holy  Spirit  can  fit  our  spirits- for,, 
and  fill  our  spirits  with  eternal  glories;  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  the  Spirit, 
of  God:  "What  can't  he  do  for  us?  Let  us  believe  that  he  has  legions-  andi 
myriads  and  millions  of  blessed  spirits  to  be  our  convoy  and  safeguarti 
from  those  evil  spirits  which  are  waiting  to  arrest  our  spirits  at  gwt-  disso- 
lution: he  is  God  among  the  thousands  of  his  angels  in  "bis  holy  place:" 
they  will  fly  like  swift  flashes  of  lightning  to  succour  us  when  ever  He 
shall  command  them  so  to  do.  What  shall  we  say?  When  Jacob  fell 
asleep  with  his  head  lying  upon  a  stone,  he  had  a  vision  of  angels:  aoncepned 
for  him.  Truly,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is,  "the  stone  of  Israei.'.''  If  you 
do  not  fall  asleep  till  you  have  laid  your  heads  and  hopes  on  ahat  Stone, 
you  shall  then  see  armies  of  angels  about  you  to  secure  you. 

IV,  "When  we  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  our  Lord  JesusOhrist, 
we  must  submit  unto  all  his  gracious  operations  upon  our  spirits..  "We 
commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  our  Lorcl  Jesus  Christ,  we  say::  well, 
be  then  demands  of  us,  as  in  Mark  x.  51,  "What  wilt  thou  that  I  should 
do  unto  thee?"  And,  I  pray,  mark  it:  if  there  be  any  article  of  grace 
always  wrought  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  spirits  of  his  elect,  which 
you  do  not  consent  unto,  he  will  not  receive  your  spirits;  no,  he  will 
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destroy  them  dreadfully.  Some  commit  tlieir  spirits  into  tlie  hand  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  they  say;  but  they  are  not  willing  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  should  ever  do  for  them  all  that  must  be  done  in  all  that 
are  brought  home  unto  God.  Perhaps  they  would  have  their  spirit  rescued 
from  the  hands  of  the  devils  hereafter ;  but  they  do  not  heartily  commit 
their  spirits  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  to  have  all  the 
lusts  that  make  their  spirits  like  devils  here  embittered  and  eradicated. 
They  would  have  easy  spirits,  it  may  be,  but  oh !  they  are  loth  to  have 
holy  spirits.  This  halving  of  it,  thou  hypocrite,  this  halving  of  a  Christ, 
will  hang  the  millstones  of  damnation  about  the  neck  of  thy  soul  for  ever. 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  puts  this  question  unto  us:  "Poor  sinner,  what 
shall  I  do  for  thy  spirit?"  No  man  can  aright  commit  a  spirit  into  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  until  he  have  seriously  pondered  on  that 
question.  Ponder  it,  sirs,  in  the  fear  of  God  I  but  then  let  our  answer  to 
it  be  according  to  that  in  2  Thess.  i.  11,  "That  he  would  fulfil  all  the  good 
pleasure  of  his  goodness  in  you,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power."  In 
committing  your  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Ohl  let 
your  hearts,  "being  made  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,"  declare  them- 
selves willing  to  have  him  do  for  you  all  that  he  is  willing  to  do.  It  is 
the  proposal  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "Shall  my  obedience  to  my  Father 
furnish  thee  with  that  atonement,  and  that  righteousness  whereby  thy 
spirit  shall  stand  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God?"  Reply,  "Lord, 
I  commit  my  spirit  into  thy  hand,  for  thee  to  justify  it."  The  proposal 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  us  is,  "All  the  maladies  of  thy  spirit,  shall 
I  heal  them  all?"  Reply,  "Lord,  I  commit  my  spirit  into  thy  hand,  as 
into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  my  healer;  0  let  that  hand  of  thine  open  this 
blind  mind,  and  subdue  this  base  will,  and  rectifle  all  these  depraved 
affections;  and  on  all  accounts  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me."  Man, 
commit  thy  spirit  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  such  a  dis- 
position and  then  rest  assured  that  spirit  shall  never  be  lost. 

V.  If  you  would  succe^fully  commit  your  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  you  die,  you  are  to  do  it  for  your  spirits  before 
you  die.  Indeed|jvhat_should  all^ our  life  be  but  a  preparation,  for  dej,th^ 
And  all  of^rlife  truly  is  little  enough.  So  thought  our  devout  Baily. 
It  was  the  counsel  which  he  often  gave  to  his  friends,  "Let  not  one  day 
pass  you  without  an  earnest  prayer  that  you  may  have  a  Christ  for  to 
stand  by  you  in  a  dying  hour."  And  his  own  practice  was  according  to 
that  counsel,  as  is  well  known  to  them  that  lived  with  him  in  his  family. 
Sirs,  you  are  not  sure  that  when  the  decrelorp  hour  of  death  overtakes  you, 
you  shall  have  one  minute  of  an  hour  allowed  you  to  commit  your  spirits 
into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Is  not  a  sudden  death  a  frequent 
sight?  There  are  very  many  so  suddenly  snatched  away  by  the  whirlwind 
of  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty,  that  they  have  not  opportunity  so  much 
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as  to  say,  "Lord  have  mercy  upon  me!"  And  let  me  tell  you,  that  a  sud- 
den death  is  most  likely  to  be  the  portion  of  those  who  most  presumptu- 
ously put  off  to  a  death-bed  the  work  of  committing  their  spirits  into  the 
hand  that  can  alone  befriend  them.  I  have  read  that  of  old,  according 
to  the  laws  of  Persia,  a  malefactor  had  liberty,  for  an  hoar  before  his  exe- 
cution, to  ask  what  he  would,  and  what  he  asked  was  granted  him.  One 
that  was  under  sentence  of  death,  being  admitted  unto  the  use  of  this  lib- 
erty, desired  neither  one  thing  nor  another,  but  only  "that  he  might  see 
the  king's  face;"  which  being  allowed  him,  he  so  plied  the  king  in  that 
hour,  that  he  obtained  his  pardon:  whereupon  the  Persians  altered  their 
custom,  and  covered  the  face  of  the  malefactor,  that  he  might  never  see 
the  king  any  more.  I  will  not  now  enquire,  how  far  this  passage  will 
illustrate  the  story  of  Haman;  but  I  will  observe,  that  the  "face  of  God" 
is  the  name  of  the  Messiah;  and  in  this  observation  I  have  given  you  a 
golden  key  to  come  at  new  treasures  in  scores  of  scriptures.  And  I  will 
apply  it  with  saying,  you  have,  it  may  be,  an  hour  and  no  more  allowed 
you  to  address  the  "face  of  God"  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  this  hour 
you  may  obtain  his  favour  and  mercy  and  pardon.  Do  not  slip  this  hour, 
lest  it  be  too  late.  Or,  peradventure  (and,  alasl  it  is  but  a  peradventure  I) 
you  should  upon  a  death-bed  have  space  enough  to  commit  your  spirits 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  are  you  sure  that  you  shall  then  have  the  grace 
to  do  it?  It  is  a  solemn  caution  that  is  given  us,  in  Phil.  ii.  12, 13 :  "Work 
out  your  Own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling;  for  it  is  God  that  works 
in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure."  Even  so  fear 
and  tremble  to  delay  committing  your  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
so  much  as  one  day  longer;  you  do  not  know  that  God  will  please  to 
work  in  you  for  the  doing  of  it  when  your  last  moments  are  upon  you. 

I  have  read  it,  as  the  observation  of  some  very  experienced  ministers, 
that  they  never  handled  in  their  ministry  any  subjects  more  successfully 
than  those  which  led  them  to  discourse  (gainst  procrastination  in  the  con- 
cerns of  their  souls.  Our  Baily  was  much  in  making  of  this  experiment. 
Many  a  man  inserts  that  clause  in  his  last  will,  "I  bequeath  my  sou!  unto 
God  that  gave  it."  But,  in  the  name  of  God,  art  thou  certain  that  he  will 
accept  of  it?  The  law  says.  Legato  renunciari potest;  and  Legatum  accipere 
nemo  nolens  cogitur—"  One  may  refuse  a  legacy ;  there  is  no  compelling  one 
to  accept  it,"  It  is  true,  our  compassionate  Lord  will  ever  accept  a  poor 
soul,  whenever  it  is  with  a  true  faith  brought  unto  him.  Yea,  but  it  may 
be,  he  will  not  accept  of  thy  soul,  inasmuch  as  thou  hast  no  true  faith  to 
bring  it  withal;  faith,  which  "is  not  of  our  selves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God!" 
wherefore,  0  man,  if  thou  hast  any  regard  unto  thy  never-dying  soul,  go 
thy  ways  presently,  and  earnestly  commit  it  unto  the  Lord  before  a  dying 
hour.  As  the  apostle  said,  "This  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short:"  even 
so,  this  I  say,  my  friend,  thy  time  it  may  be  shorter  than  thou  art  well 
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aware  of.    What  shall  I  say?    I  say,  "Boast  not  thyself  of  to-n 
say,  "This  night  thy  soul  may  be  required." 

And  if  thy  faithless  heart  have  the  assistances  of  the  Divine  grace  with- 
held from  it,  when  the  damp  sweats  of  death  are  upon  thee,  there  is  yet 
another  objection,  with  which  the  God  of  heaven  will  thunder-strike  thy 
attempts  to  commit  thy  spirit  into  his  hand.  That  is  this:  "That  spirit 
of  thine,  is  it  thy  own  to  dispose  of?  Hast  thou  not  already  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  it?"  It  is  a  rule  in  law,  Nemo  potest  legare,  quod  suum  jam  non 
est — No  man  can  by  will  demise,  devise,  dispose  of  that  of  which  be  had 
made  sale  before."  It  is  said  of  a  very  ungodly  man,  in  1  Kings  xxi.  25, 
"  He  sold  himself  to  work  wickedness  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord."  Ungodly 
sinner,  the  devil  has  often  bargained  with  thee  about  thy  soul ;  he  hath 
said,  "By  deliberate  sinning  against  Heaven,  do  thou  make  over  thy  soul 
to  me,  and  thou  shalt  have  the  short  pleasures  of  sin  for  it."  God  knows 
how  often  thou  hast  thus  bargained  away  thy  soul  to  the  devil ;  and  since 
thou  hast  not  in  all  thy  life  revoked  that  bargain,  then,  though  thou  do 
at  thy  death  cry  unto  him,  "Lord,  receive  this  poor  sonl  of  mine!"  how 
justly  may  he  say,  "No,  not  I!  thou  hast  sold  that  soul  to  another;  and 
let  him  keep  it  for  ever!"  There  will  also  be  this  further  to  be  said, 
"What  power  hast  thou  to  dispose  of  thy  spirit?  bast  thou  any  thing  at 
all  at  thy  own  disposal?" 

It  is  a  rule  in  law,  Servus  Tion  potest  Oondere  Testamenium—"  s.  slave  can- 
not make  a  will :  he  has  nothing  of  his  own  to  dispose  of."  It  is  said  in 
Joh.  viii.  34,  "Whosoever  practiseth  sin,  is  the  slave  of  sin."  It  may  be, 
thou  hast  all  this  while  been  a  very  slave;  thy  lust  is  thy  lord,  a  lust  of 
uncleanness,  of  drunkenness,  of  worldliness,  it  hath  utterly  enslaved  thee. 
And,  what?  not  got  out  of  that  slavery  before  thy  dim  eyes,  and  cold  lips, 
and  faltering  tongue,  and  failing  breath,  bath  put  over  thy  soul  into  the 
hand  of  the  Lordl  How  justly  may  he  say,  "Slave,  thou  art  not  able  to 
do  for  thy  wretched  soul  what  thou  dost  now  pretend  unto."  The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  will  not  oast  oif  thy  soul  with  such  objections,  if  thou  "seek 
the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near."  I 
earnestly  testify  unto  you,  the  vilest  and  oldest  sinner  among  you  all  may 
come  and  be  welcome  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  you  will  come  now, 
while  it  is  "the  acceptable  time,"  now  while  it  is  "the  day  of  salvation." 
Though  thou  art  never  so  bad,  yet  come  and  heartily  complain  to  him  of 
all  thy  badness,  and  ho  will  do  good  unto  thy  soul  I 

I  am  sure  my  Bailt  would  have  said  nothing  more  heartily  than  this 
among  you;  you  heard  him  often  say  it,  "Come  in  to  the  mercy  of  my 
Lord,  for  yet  there  is  roomi"  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  if  thoii  stay  till 
the  last  assaults  of  death  are  made  upon  thee,  the  door  of  mercy  will  be 
shut,  and  so  when  the  shrieks  are,  "Lord,  Lord,  open  to  me!"  all  the 
answers  will  be  rebukes  and  fiery  thunders. 
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YI.  Often  committing  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
while  we  live,  let  us  endeavour  after  such  characters  upon  our  spirits  as 
may  assure  us  that  he  will  receive  us  when  we  die. 

Indeed,  when  we  iirst  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  we  are  to  bring  them  with  no  other  characters  but  those  of 
sin  and  hell  upon  them.  If  we  then  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  encouragement  of  anyjaudable  qualifica- 
tions and  recommendations  in  them,  "Ah!  Lord,  thou  wilt  abhor  us  and 
cast  us  offi"  In  our  first  believing  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  enquires 
of  us,  "What  spirit  is  that  which  thou  dost  now  commit  into  my  hand?" 
our  answer  must  be,  "Lord,  it  is  a  guilty  spirit,  a  filthy  spirit,  a  spirit  full 
of  sin  and  hell  as  ever  it  can  hold,  and  a  spirit  horribly  under  the  curse 
of  God." 

Sirs,  if  you  answer  any  otherwise  than  so,  the  Redeemer  of  spirits  will 
not  receive  your  spirits.  But  when  we  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  last  actions  of  our  life,  it  is  to  be  supposed 
that  we  only  repeat  what  we  have  done  before,  and  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  already  received  our  spirits  on  our  doing  of  it,  Ohl  it  is  a 
dreadful  thing  for  a  dying  man  to  think,  "The  Lord  never  yet  received 
this  poor  soul  of  mine;  for  I  never  till  now  committed  it  unto  the  Lord  I" 
When  such  persons  commit  their  spirits  uito  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  under  the  dimness  of  the  anguish  of  death,  it  is  as  one  says,  "As 
if  one  should  bequeath  unto  an  honourable  person  some  greasy  dish  clout, 
or  some  dirty  shoe-clout." 

It  is  of  unutterable  concernment  for  every  man  to  get  the  symptoms  of 
a  received  soul  upon  him,  now  before  bis  last  surrender  of  a  distressed 
soul:  and  for  a  man  to  be  able  to  say  at  the  last,  "Lord,  I  commit  a  poor 
sinful  spirit  now  into  thy  hand ;  but  it  is  a  spirit  upon  which  thy  blood 
has  been  sprinkled,  and  it  is  a  spirit  which  thy  spirit  has  long  since  taken 
p(Msession  of."  Now,  to  render  this  unquestionable,  we  are  to  examine 
our  selves,  "whether  our  spirits  have  been  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God?"  and  be  restless  in  our  own  spirits  till  we  are  sure  of  such  a  reno- 
vation. The  apostle  once  concluded  that,  when  our  spirits  depart  from 
hence,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  receive  tbera  into  "an  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens:"  and  upon  what  was  it  that  he  raised 
this  conclusion?  He  says,  in  2  Cor.  v.  5,  "For  He  that  wrought  us  for  this 
self-same  thing  is  God,"  The  Greek  word  used  there  is  the  same  that  the 
LXX,  use  for  the  curious  works  about  the  tabernacle. 

When  Bezaleel  had  neatly  wrought  a  board,  for  to  be  set  up  in  the  silver 
sockets  of  the  tabernacle,  he  would  not  throw  it  away  among  the  rubbish. 
Manl  if  thou  hast  a  well-wrought  soul  within  thee,  God  will  receive  it, 
and  advance  and  improve  it,  in  his  house  for  ever,  A  work  of  grace  pro- 
duced by  the  spirit  of  God,  upon  the  spirits  of  men,  is  a  sure  token  of 
his  purpose  to  bestow  a  state  of  glory  upon  them  at  their  departure  from 
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their  bodies.  The  primitive  martyrs  were  bidden  in  1  Pet.  iv.  19,  to 
"  commit  the  keeping  of  their  souls  unto  God,  aS  unto  a  faithful  Creator." 
But  it  is  probable  the  new  ereation  experienced  by  renewed  souls  is  espe- 
cially therein  referred  unto.  Has  the  Spirit  of  God  made  a  new  creature 
of  the  spirit?  This  will  be  a  demonstration  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
has  already  received  thy  spirit,  and  that  when  thou  dost  again  commit 
thy  spirit  unto  him,  he  will  receive  it.  When  we  do,  in  our  last  actions, 
commit  a  spirit  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  what  is  it  for?  It 
is  that  he  may  put  an  'a'pftr  garment  of  glory  upon  that  spirit.  But  he 
will  demand,  "Where  is  the  under  garment  of  grace  upon  it?"  If  thou 
art  without  that  garment,  he  will  doom  thy  spirit  unto  outer  darkness; 
that  is  to  say,  (for  outer  darkness  was  the  name  of  the  prison  among  the 
Jews,)  he  will  make  a  perpetual  imprisonment  the  portion  of  thy  soul. 
Wherefore,  let  us  enquire  diligently  into  the  signs  of  a  new-iom  soul  upon 
us  before  we  come  to  die.  Wo  to  us,  if  we  are  not  horn  twice  before  we 
die  once!  Why  should  we  incur  this  desolation  upon  our  souls,  that  when 
at  last  we  go  to  commit  them  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  he  shall  reject 
them,  and  say,  "No,  I  know  them  not;  they  are  none  of  mine;  they  are 
the  workers  of  iniquity." 

The  more  certainly  to  prevent  this  desolation,  let  this  one  comprehen- 
sive duty  of  the  new  creature  be  often  renewed  with  you.  Eeceive  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  into  thy  soul  when  he  does  command  it  of  thee,  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  receive  thy  soul  into  heaven  when  thou  dost 
at  last  commit  it  unto  him.  As  -Jotham  said,  in  Judg.  ix.  7,  "Hearken 
to  me,  that  God  may  hearken  to  you:"  even  this  do  I  now  say  to  you; 
and  I  carry  it  on  to  this  issue:  do  you  hearken  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
when  he  bids  you  to  receive  him,  and  when  you  pray  him  to  receive  you. 
He  will  then  hearken  to  you. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  often  knocking  at  the  door  of  thy  soul:  there 
would  he  enter,  with  all  his  gracious  influences:  open  to  the  Lord,  by 
resigning  up  thy  soul  to  the  sweet  influences  of  his  grace :  reply,  "  0  come 
in,  thou  blessed  of  the  Lord;  why  standest  thou  without?"  So  when  thy 
last  sands  are  running,  thou  mayest  joyfully  think,  "My  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
will  now  receive  me,  more  heartily  than  ever  I  received  him:  if  I  have 
had  an  heart — alas,  a  vile  heart  I~-for  him,  I  am  sure  he  has  an  heaven 
for  mel  Lord,  I  now  commit  into  thy  hand  a  spirit  into  which  thou  hast 
been  received,  when  thy  wondrous  grace  demanded  it  for  an  habitation; 
and  thou  wilt  now  receive  this  unworthy  spirit  of  mine  into  a  better  hab- 
itation."    Think  thus,  and  "rejoice  with  joy  unspealiable  and  full  of  glory." 

YII.  When  we  come  .to  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  at  and  for  our  last  resignation,  let  us  do  it  very  humbly, 
but  very  willingly,  but  very  chearfully. 

How  humbly  ought  we  to  commit  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
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Jesus  Christ!  With  how  much  loathing  and  judging  of  our  selves,  and 
with  what  shameful  reflections  on  all  our  past  behaviours,  we  are  bitterly 
to  acknowledge  the  disorders  and  corruptions  of  onr  own  spirits,  when 
we  commit  them  unto  the  Lord,  and  acknowledge  the  numberless  errors 
whereinto  our  spirits  have  betrayed  ua!  When  we  lift  up  our  soul  unto 
the  Lord,  let  it  be  in  terms  like  those  in  Ezra  ix.  6:  "0,  my  God,  I  am 
ashamed,  and  blush  to  lift  up  my  face  to  thee,  my  God  I"  And  therefore, 
whatever  blessing  we  may  expect  for  our  souls,  l^t  us  with  all  possible  self- 
abhorrence  found  our  expectations  on  the  pure  mercy  of  God  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Most  sweetly  did  our  dying  Hooker  express  the  frame'of 
spirit  wherewith  a  spirit  is  to  be  committed  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord; 
when  one  that  stood  weeping  by  his  bed-side  said  unto  him,  "Sir,  you  are 
going  to  receive  the  reward  of  all  your  labours,"  he  replied,  "Brother,  I 
am  going  to  receive  mercy!"  What  shall  I  say?  The  frame  of  spirit 
necessary  in  this  glorious  transaction  I  cannot  better  paint  out  unto  you, 
than  by  reciting  the  words  which  I  remember  I  once  h^d  from  an  eminent 
old  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  my  taking  leave  of  him:  said  he, 
"Sir,  T  am  every  day  expecting  my  death;  but  I  desire  to  die  like  the 
thief,  crying  to  the  crucified  Jesus  for  mercy.  I  am  nothing,  I  have  noth- 
ing, I  can  do  nothing,  except  what  is  unworthy.  My  eye,  and  hope,  and 
faith,  is  to  Christ  on  his  cross.  I  bring  an  unworthiness,  like  that  of  the 
poor  dying  thie^unto  him,  and  have  no  more  to  plead  than  he.  Like  the. 
poor  thief  crucified  with  him,  I  am  waiting  to  be  received,  by  the  infinite 
gi'ace  of  my  Lord,  into  his  kingdom.  And  pray  tell  me,  did  not  aged 
Paul  mean  something  of  this,  when  he  said,  'I  am  crucified  with  Christ?'" 

Sirs,  this  is  the  frame  wherewith  we  are  to  do  what  we  do.  But  then 
how  wilhngly — how  chearfullyl  God  forbid,  that  we  should  commit  our 
spirits  into  his  hand,  as  only  dragged  and  forced  unto  it  by  unavoidable 
death.  Our  dying  Lord  said,  "Father,  into  thy  h^nds  I  commend  my 
spirit."  When  God  calls  for  our  spirit,  we  are  to  think,  "  'Tis  my  Father 
that  calls  for  me;  and  shall  not  I  go  to  my  Father?" 

It  was  a  good  speech  even  of  an  heathen.  Bene  Mori  est  Idbenter  Mori — 
"one  thing  in  well  dying,  is  to  die  willingly."  It  is  a  dismal  thing  for  the 
spirit  of  a  man  to  be  torn  from  him,  and  be  pulled  away  with  roaring 
reluctances — with  horrid  convulsions.  AThere  would  be  the  sense  of  it,  if 
a  dying  man  should  say,  "Lord,  into  thy  hand  I  commit  my  spirit;  but, 
if^I  could  have  my  choice,  my  spirit  should  never  come  therel"  When' 
we  perceive  that  call  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "Go  up  and  die!"  let 
us,  freely  surrender  our  spirits  unto  our  great  Lord,  and  go  up  and  die:  he 
is  the  Lord  of  our  lives.  Freely,  did  I  say?  yea,  and  gladly  too.  When 
we  have  aright  committed  our  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  then  take 
up  that  conclusion  in  Psal.  xlix.  15,  "God  will  receive  my  soul,"  And 
then  let  us  wonderfully  comfort  our  selves  in  the  thoughts  of  that  spiritual 
world  which  we  are  going  into.     Think,  "I  shall  quickly  rest  from  sin 
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and  all  temptations,  and  all  affections,  and  all  the  cursed  effects  of  sin,  and 
all  the  annoyances  of  ill  spirits  for  ever.  I  shall  quickly  be  lodged  among 
the  pure  spirits  that  see  God,  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  liis  temple, 
and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  my  eyes.  Yea,  I  shall  quickly 
be  with  my  Lord  Jesas  Christ,  which  is  by  far  the  best  of  all.  Oh  I  rejoice 
in  the  hope  of  this  glory  of  God!"  And  let  not  your  joy  be  interrupted 
by  any  fear  of  what  may  become  of  your  friends  when  you  shall  be  dead 
and  gone.  The  Lord  that  calls  you  to  commit  your  spirits  into  his  hand, 
calls  yon  at  the  same  time  to  commit  your  widows,  your  orphans,  and  all 
your  friends,  into  that  Omnipotent  Hand:  he  says,  "Leave  them  all  with 
me,  and  I'll  take  the  care  of  them  all  1" 

It  was  noted  of  the  English  martyrs,  which  dyed  at  the  stake  in  the 
bloody  Marian  persecution,  "that  none  of  tliem  went  more  joyfully  to  the 
Btake,  than  those  that  had  the  largest  and  the  dearest  families  then  to 
commit  unto  the  Lord:"  and  afterwards  those  large  families  were  won- 
drously  provided  for.  The  excellent  Mr.  Heron,  a  minister  that  had  a 
family  of  many  small  children  in  it,  when  he  lay  a  dying,  his  poor  wife 
said,  with  tears,  "Alas,  what  will  become  of  all  these  children?"  he  pres- 
ently and  pleasantly  replied,  "Never  fear;  he  that  feeds  the  young  ravens 
wo'nt  starve  the  young  Herons/"    And  it  came  to  pass  accordingly. 

Sirs,  thus  you  are  to  commit  your  spirits  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  My  reverend  Bailey  did  so;  and  it  is  as  from  him  that  I 
do  this  day  bespeak  your  doing  like  him;  yea,  not  from  him  only,  but 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  God  "whose  he  was,  and  whom  he  served." 
If  you  would  more  particularly  be  told  after  what  manner  he  did  commit 
his  own  spirit  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  I  can  faithfully  recite  you  his 
own  account  of  the  transaction.     He  gives  it  thus; 

"I  spent  half  a  dny  alone  in  seeking  of  God,  deairing  to  pve  up  my  self  unto  God  in  Christ 
wholly,  and  to  be  his  in  soul  a.nd  body.  The  particulai's  I  omit.  I  hope  God  in  Christ  will 
accept  of  me,  and  enable  me  by  his  spirit  to  keep  touch  with  him:  for  I  owned  my  self 
wholly  unworthy  to  enter  into  covenant,  and  also  nnable  to  keep  it;  but  Jesus  Christ  is  botii 
worthy  and  able." 

It  is  from  one  who  thus  did  it,  that  yon  are  now  called  upon  to  do 
likewise. 

When  you  see  the  cofBn  of  this  man  of  God  anon  carried  along  the 
streets,  imagine  it  a  mournful  pnlpit,  from  whence,  "being  dead,  he  yet 
speaks"  thus  unto  you:  "Whatever  you  do,  commit  your  perishing  souls 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  you  have  been  advised." 

That  these  admonitions  may  have  the  more  emphasis,  a  short  account 
of  this  worthy  man  must  now  be  given  you: 

He  was  born  on  February  24,  1643,  near  Blackbourn  in  Lancashire ;. 
of  a  very  pious  mother,  who,  even  before  he  was  bom,  often,  as  Hannah 
did  her  Samuel,  dedicated  him  unto  the  service  of  the  Lord. 
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Of  this  hia  birtii-day,  in  the  return  of  every  year,  he  still  took  much 
notice  in  his  diaries:  and  made  his  humble  and  useful  reflections  there- 
upon.— Once  particularly,  I  find  him  thus  entertaining  it: 

"This  is  my  birth-day;  I  am  ready  to  say  of  it,  as  Job  doth  of  his;  but  I  forbear  any 
unadviaed  words  about  it:  only,  I  have  done  little  for  God,  and  much  against  him;  for 
whieh  I  am  sorry." 

When  this  day  last  arrived  unto  him,  he  thus  wrote  upon  it: 

"I  may  say,  with  a  great  sigh,  'This  was  my  birth-day!'  O,  how  little  good  have  I  done 
all  this  while!  O,  what  reason  have  I  to  stand  amazed  at  the  riches  of  God's  forbeamneel 
Much  may  happen  this  year  I    'Lord,  carry  rae  through  it!'" 

"From  a  child  he  did  know  the  holy  Scriptures;"  yea,  from  a  child  he 
was  "wise  unto  salvation."  In  his  very  childhood  he  discovered  the  fear 
of  God  upon  his  young  heart;  and  prayer  to  God  was  one  of  his  early 
exercises. 

There  was  one  very  remarkable  effect  of  it.  His  father  was  a  man  of 
a  very  licentious  conversation ;  a  gamester,  a  dancer,  a  very  lewd  com- 
pany-keeper. The  mother  of  this  elect  vessel  one  day  took  him,  while 
he  was  yet  a  child,  and,  calling  the  family  together,  made  him  to  pray 
with  them.  His  father  coming  to  understand  at  what  a  rate  the  child 
bad  prayed  with  his  family,  it  smote  the  soul  of  him  with  a  great  convic- 
tion, and  proved  the  beginning  of  his  conversion  unto  God.  God  left  not 
off  working  on  his  heart  until  he  proved  one  of  the  most  eminent  Chris- 
tiana in  all  that  neighbourhood.  So  ho  lived;  so  he  died;  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  piety.  And  it  was  his  manner  sometimes  to  retire  unto 
those  very  places  of  his  former  lewdnesses,  where,  having  this  his  little 
son  in  his  company,  he  would  pour  out  floods  of  tears  in  repenting  prayers 
before  the  Lord. 

This  hopeful  youth  having  been  educated  in  grammar-learning  under 
a  worthy  school- master,  one  Mr,  Sager,  and  in  further  learning  under  the 
famous  Dr.  Harrison,  at  length,  about  the  age  Of  twenty-two,  he  entred 
on  the  publick  employment  of  preaching  the  gospel.  In  so  doing,  he  was 
not  one  of  those  of  whom  even  the  great  Papist  Bellannine  complains: 
Qid  non  voMe  sollidti  esse  solent,  an  ea  qua  par  est  preparatione  acaedant,  cum 
Mnis  eorum  magis  sit  cibus  Corporis,  quam  Animce.*  He  began  at  Chester ; 
but  afterwards  went  over  to  Ireland,  where  his  labours  were  so  frequent 
and  fervent,  that  they  gave  those  wounds  unto  his  health  which  could 
never  be  recovered.  About  fourteen  years  of  his  time  in  Ireland  he  spent 
at  Limrick,  and  saw  so  many  seals  of  his  ministry  in  that  country,  that 
he  seemed  rather  to  fish  with  a  net,  than  with  an  hook,  for  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

I  am  not  willing  to  relate  how  grievously,  and  yet  how  patiently,  he 
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suffered  long  and  hard  imprisonments  from  those  men,  concerning  whom 
a  conformabie  divine  of  the  Church  of  England  very  truly  says,  "That 
they  were  Atheists,  with  the  inventions  of  ceremonies  habited  like  Chris- 
tians, for  the  service  of  the  devil,  to  corrupt  and  destroy  true  Christianity :" 
I  should  relate  hut  little  of  this,  because  that  spirit  of  persecution  has 
been  repented  by  an  happy  act  of  Parliament. 

And  yet,  for  the  admonition  of  our  inexcusable  young  men,  "the  sin 
of  which  young  men  is  very  great  before  the  Lordl"  above  that  of  those 
who  have  been  brought  up,  as  many  very  godly  Christians  have,  in  those 
ways  of  the  Church  of  England,  for  a  secession  from  which  this  country 
was  first  planted:  young  men  who,  notwithstanding  their  descent  from 
fathers  and  grandfathers  that  were  great  suiferers  for  their  non-eonformity 
to  an'  uninstituted  worship  of  Christ,  and  notwithstanding  their  education 
in  the  knowledge  of  what  is  required  and  what  is  forbidden  in  the  second 
commandment,  and  notwithstanding  their  being  urged  by  no  temptation 
of  persecution,  or  being  tempted  by  any  thing  but  the  vanity  of  their  own 
minds,  do  yet  so  "rebel  against  the  light;"  as  to  turn  apostates  from  the 
first  principles  of  New-England ;  it  may  be  seasonable  to  repeat  so  much  of 
the  history  of  this  worthy  man  as  a  little  further  to  illustrate  this  article. 
He  no  sooner  began  to  preach  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but 
his  fidelity  to  that  gospel  was  tried  by  an  hard  imprisonment,  which  he 
underwent  because  his  conaeienoe  could  not  conform  to  humane  inven- 
tions in  the  sacred  service  of  Heaven.  Yea,  while  he  was  yet  a  young 
man,  he  often  travelled  far  by  night  in  the  winter,  as  well  as  in  the  sum- 
mer, that  so  he  might  enjoy  the  ordinances  purely  administred  in  the 
meetings  of  the  faithful;  and  was  laid  up  sometimes  iu  Lancashire  gaol 
for  being  found  at  those  meetings.  When  he  was  at  Limrick,  the  attend- 
ance of  a  person  of  great  quality  and  his  lady  (who  were  nearly  related 
unto  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,)  upon  his  min- 
istry, provoked  the  bishop  to  complain  unto  the  lord  lieutenant.  This 
gentleman  then  profered  unto  Mr.  Baily  that,  if  he  would  conform,  be 
would  procure  his  being  made  chaplain  to  the  duke,  and  having  a  deanery 
immediately,  and  a  bishoprick  upon  the  first  vacancy:  but  he  refused  the 
profer.  Albeit,  another,  emineut  non-conformist  minister,  not  far  from 
Limrick,  a  godly  and  an  able  man,  and  one  who  had  appeared  much 
against  conformity  at  the  first  pressing  thereof,  did  afterwards  accept  of 
the  aforesaid  chaplainship,  and  by  degrees  conformed,  and  arrived  unto 
several  places  of  preferment:  pretending,  that  "he  did  it  for  the  sake  of 
opportunities  to  preach  the  gospel."  But  it  was  remarkable  1  God  so  dis- 
abled him  with  distempers  after  this,  that  he  was  very  seldom,  if  ever, 
able  to  preach  at  all. 

Mr.  Baily  went  on  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry,  not  pursuing  any 
factious  designs,  but  mccrly  the  conversion  of  men  to  Christ,  and  faith, 
and  holiness,  which  the  devil  counts  the  worst  of  all  designs.     And  now, 
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althougli  he  were  so  harmless  and  blameless  in  his  whole  conversation 
that  he  was  always  much  beloved  wherever  he  came,  yet  another  long 
imprisonment  was  inflicted  on  him,  while  the  Papists  in  the  neighbour- 
hood had  all  manner  of  liberty  and  countenance.  When  he  was  before 
the  judges,  he  told  them,  "If  I  had  been  drinking  and  gaming  and 
carousing  at  a  tavern  with  my  company,  my  lords,  I  presume  that  would 
not  have  procured  my  being  thus  treated  as  an  offender.  Must  praying 
to  God,  and  preaching  of  Christ,  with  a  company  of  Christians,  that  are 
as  peaceable  and  inoffensive  and  serviceable  to  his  Majesty  and  the  gov- 
ernment as  any  of  his  subjects,  must  this  be  a  greater  crime?"  The 
recorder  answered,  "We  will  have  you  to  know,  it  is  a  greater  ciinie." 

While  he  was  imprisoned,  his  church  being  divided  ioto  seven  parts, 
visited  him  one  part  a  day,  so  that  preaching  to  them,  and  praying  with 
them  every  day,  he  once  in  a  week  served  them  all.  But  this  in  a  little 
while  gave  such  offence,  that  a  violent  obstruction  was  given  thereunto; 
and  though  his  fiock,  particularly  his  dear  young  men,  (as  he  called  them,) 
did  pray  without  ceasing,  and  not  without  fasting,  for  his  release;  and 
humble  applications  were  also  made  unto  the  judges  at  the  assizes  for  it, 
yet  no  release  could  he  granted  him,  without  his  giving  security  to  depart 
the  land  within  a  little  time  then  limited  unto  him. 

It  was  not  long  before  a  wrath  unto  the  uttermost  came  upon  the  city 
which  had  thus  persecuted  this  faithful  minister  of  God;  and  that  person 
particularly  who  had  been  the  chief  instrument  of  his  persecution  was  (as 
we  have  been  told)  within  a  while,  upon  other  accounts,  himself  run  into 
prison,  where  he  cried  out  with  horror  of  the  wrongs  done  by  him  to  Mr. 
Baily,  and  then  running  distracted,  he  died  miserably.  But  New-England, 
a  country  originally  a  retreat  for  persecuted  non-conformists,  hereupon 
afforded  unto  our  Baily  an  opportunity  of  labouring  near  fourteen  years 
more  in  the  work  which  he  loved  above  all  things  in  the  world;  the  work 
of  "turning  the  souls  of  men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  Satan  to 
God:"  wherein  for  some  time  his  younger  and  godly  and  sweet  natured 
brother,  who  came  over  with  him,  was  his  comfortable  companion  and 
assistant;  until  he  got  the  start  of  him  in  his  departure  to  the  glories  of 
the  better  world.  They  were  indeed  Fratrum  dulcepar* — a  David  and  a 
Jonathan.  Death,  which  for  a  while  parted  them,  has  now  again  brought 
them  together.  This  Mr.  Thomas  Baily  died  January  21,  1689,  as  this 
his  brother  and  colleague  notes  in  his  diary:  "He  died  well,  which  is  a 
great  word;  so  sweetly  as  I  never  saw  the  like  before  I  But  as  for  this 
elder  brother,  he  was  a  man  of  great  holiness,  and  of  so  tender  a  con- 
science, that  if  he  had  been  at  any  time  innocently  chearful  in  the  company 
of  his  friends,  it  cost  him  afterwards  abundance  of  sad  reflection,  through 
fear  lest,  ere  he  had  been  aware,  he  might  have  "grieved  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  Christ."     A  savoury  book  of  his  about  "J'fte  Chief  .End  of  Man"  pub- 
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lished  among  ua,  has  fully  described  unto  us  that  savour  of  spirit  which 
■was  in  hia  daily  walk  maintained: 

Sic  Oculoe,  Sic  ilte  manus,  Sic  <ira  ferehal.* 

The  desire  of  this  holy  man  was  (as  himself  expressed  it)  to  get  up  unto 
three  things:  to  patience  under  the  calamities  of  life;  to  impatience  under 
the  infirmities  of  life;  and  to  earnest  longings  for  the  next  life. 

And  his  desire  at  another  time  he  thus  expressed:  "OhI  that  I  might 
not  be  of  the  number  of  them  that  live  without  love,  speak  without  feeling, 
and  act  without  life  I  OhI  that  God  would  make  me  bis  humble  and 
upright  and  faithful  servant  I" 

From  this  holy  temper  it  was,  that  when  some  kind  presents  were  made 
unto  him,  he  wrote  in  his  diary  thereupon,  "I  have  my  wages  quickly; 
but,  Oh!  that  God  may  not  put  me  off  with  a  reward  here!  OhI  that 
God  may  be  my  reward!" 

We  will  more  particularly  note  a  few  notable,  wherein  the  holiness 
which  irradiated  him  will  be  described  unto  us. 

We  might  begin  with  observing,  that  the  holy  word  of  God  was  very 
dear  to  him,  as  indeed  it  is  to  every  holy  man.  Hence,  I  find  this  passage 
in  hia  diary,  January  11: 

"I  fiEished  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  ray  family  (aa  formerly).  Oh!  it  is  a  dear  book; 
it  13  always  iiew.  In  the  beginning  of  every  chapter  it  is  good  to  say, '  Lord,  open  my  eyes, 
tbat  I  may  see  wonders  out  of  thy  law;'  and  wiien  we  shut  it  up  to  say, '  I  have  seen  an 
end  of  all  perfection,  but  thy  law  is  exceeding  broad.'  Oh!  howtembleare  the  threatnings; 
how  preoioua  are  the  promises;  how  serioua  are  the  precepts;  how  deep  are  the  prophecies 
of  thisbookl  but  we  will  pass  on  to  some  further  observations." 

What  is  holiness  but  a  dedication  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Tiiis  holy 
man  was  often  breathing  in  himself,  and  pressing  on  others,  that  great 
point  of  dedicating  every  thing  to  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Thus  in  his 
diary  there  frequently  occur  such  strains  as  these: 

"Oh!  that  I  may  glorifie  God  with  all  I  am  or  have;  even  with  al!  the  faculties  of  my 
soul,  all  the  members  of  my  body,  and  in  ail  the  places  and  relations  that  I  stand  in,  as  man, 
master,  minister,  husband,  kinsman,  and  neighbour.  Oh !  I  stand  in  need  both  of  a  justify- 
ing Christ  and  a  sanctifying  Christ.  When  shall  I  senably  find  a  Christ  swaying  his  seeptir 
in  my  sonl!" 

Thus  whatever  house  he  came  to  live  in,  it  came  under  a  dedication; 
and  once  upon  a  remove,  he  wrote  this  passage  in  his  diary:  "I  could  not 
but  leave  my  old  house  with  a  prayer  in  every  room  of  it  for  pardoning 
mercy." 

But  it  was  particularly  expressed,  when  one  of  his  children  was  to  be 
baptized.     He  thus  wrote  upon  it: 

"I  spent  some  time  in  offering  up  my  self  and  my  child  unto  the  Lord,  and  in  taking  liold 
of  the  covenant  for  ray  self  and  him.     It  is  actually  to  be  done  to-morrow  [iu  baptism].    I' 
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prayed  hard  this  day,  all  this  day,  that  I  might  he  able  in  much  fdth,  and  love,  and  new. 
covenant  obedience  to  do  it  to-morrow.  It  is  not  easy,  though  common,  to  offer  a  child  unto 
God  ill  baptism.  Oh!  that's  a  sweet  word, 'I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  thy  seed  after  thee.' 
No  marvel  Abraham  fell  on  his  face  at  the  hearing  of  it!" 

Hence,  ■when,  he  parted  with  the  greatest  enjoyment  he  had  in  this 
world,  he  thus  wrote  upon  it  in  his  diary: 

"  If  I  can  but  exchange  outward  comfoiis  for  inward  graces,  it  is  well  enough ;  Oh,  for  an 
heart  to  'glorify  God  in  the  fire  I'" 

Erom  this  holiness  proceeded  that  watchfulness  which  discovered  a  sin- 
gular fear  of  God  in  his  whole  conversation.  I  find  him  entring  in  his 
diary  such  passages  as  these : 

Ai  one  time. — "I  did  not  watch  my  tongue  so  as  I  ought;  which  coat  me  much  trouble 
afterwards,  and  made  me  walk  heavily.    It  is  a  mad  thing  to  sin!" 

Ai  armther  time. — "I  spoke  two  unadvised  words  to-day.  Though  there  was  no  great 
harm  m  them,  yet  I  was  rebuked  by  my  conscience  for  them.  Let  the.  Lord  forgive  them; 
and  for  the  future  set  a  watch  before  the  door  of  ray  lips,  Let  my  thoughts  and  words  be 
acceptable  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord!" 

At  anoilier  time. — ''Thatiaa  serious  worf,  roethinks,  in  Eph.  v.  30:  1  have  grieved  the 
Holy  Spirit  by  my  unediiying  commnnieation.  Oh,  that  in  speaking  I  might  administer 
grace  to  the  hearerl    Oh,  that  honey  and  milli  were  under  ray  tongue  continually." 

At  another  time. — "I  was  too  forgetful  of  God,  and  exceeding  in  tobncco.  Tlie  Lord  par- 
don that,  and  all  other  sins,  and  heal  this  nature,  and  humble  this  heart." 

Ai  another  time. — ''This  day  I  have  been  more  chearful  than  I  have  been  of  a  long  time. 
It  hath  afflicted  me  since,  fearing  it  was  not  suitable.  Oh!  I  ought  to  walk  in  the  midst  of 
my  house  in  a  perfect  way.  I  ought  every  day  to  be  writing  copies;  and  to  leave  a  stock 
behind  me  that  others  may  trade  for  God  withal  when  I  am  dead." 

And  behold,  you  see  this  day  that  he  did  so.  And  as  holy  men  use  to 
be  full  of  hearty  prayers  and  wishes  for  the  good  of  other  men,  thus  this 
holy  man  has  filled  many  places  in  his  diaries  with  bis  prayers  for  the 
welfai^e  of  those  with  whom  he  was  concerned;  from  whence  we  may 
gather  how  fnll  his  heart  was  of  blessiogg  for  his  neighbours.  Once  par- 
ticularly I  find  him  thus  writing; 

"I  desired  to  know  of  Dr.  O.  what  I  was  indebted  to  him  for  those  many  rich  things  I  have 
had  from  him;  he  told  me,  nothing;  [wliieh  was  a  great  favour!]  only  desired  my  prayers 
for  him.  Oh,  tliat  I  could  prayl  Whenever  I  can  pray,  I  will  heartily  say  to  God  in  the  name 
of  Christ  for  him,'TheLord  bless  him  indeed!  let  thy  hand  be  with  him,  and  keep  him  from 
all  evil,  that  it  may  not  giieve  hira.' " 

Moreover,  it  was  not  only  among  the  great  signs,  but  also  among  the 
great  means  of  his  holiness,  that  he  was  very  solicitous,  as  well  in  his 
preparation  for  the  table  of  the  Lord,  as  in  his  observation  of  what  com- 
munion he  enjoyed  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  table.  His  diary 
abounds  with  passages  of  this  importance :  the  expressions  of  a  careful  soul. 
The  last  time  of  being  at  the  Lord's  table,  he  wrote  the  ensuing  passages: 


yCioogle 


622  MAGNALIA    CHEISTI    AMERICANA; 

"I  waa  encouraged  to  carry  my  late  bad  frame  to  tlie  croaa  of  Christ,  and  to  bewail  there 
my  lato  prayerlessness  and  unthankfulness.  Of  late  it  hath  troubled  me  to  think  how  little 
I  have  admired  Christ  for  bringing  me  out  of  some  late  plunges  of  temptation.  I  now  come 
to  him  for  two  things;  namely,  for  pardon,  and  also  for  double  power;  both  to  receive  him 
and  to  shew  forth  bis  praises." 

Let  me  add:  sometimes,  as  he  was  able,  be  would  set  apart  half  a  day 
for  extraordicarj  prajera,  he  still  did  so  wbea  there  were  aaj  extraor- 
dinary cares  upon  him.     Thus  he  records  iu  his  diaries: 

At  one  lime. — ''Being  of  late  in  so  ill  a  frame,  I  spent  some  time  to  seek  the  fair  face  of 
Jesus  Christ;  and  I  did,  on  purpose,  address  my  self  to  him,  who  is  the  most  admirable  Saviour, 
I  left  my  self  with  him;  my  mind,  heart,  mouth;  eapeelally  my  conscience.  Oh,  how  many 
wonders  are  to  bo  wrought  in  me!  I  know  the  loving  and  wonder-working  Jesus  can  do 
them  all." 

At  another  time. — "I  spent  some  time  alone  in  prayer,  from  eight  to  three.  I  was  much 
tired.  OhI  that  I  might  wait  for  returns,  and  nevermore  to  turn  to  folly.  I  cannot  tell  how 
God  should  admit  me  near  him,  considering  how  I  have  grieved  his  Spirit.  Having  prayed  in 
the  morning  in  the  family,  I  retired;  and  first  sought  at  large  anto  God  for  help  to  go  through 
the  day:  eapeciaiiy  begging  repentance,  and  not  only  ao,  but  fiuth;  that  I  might  not  res 
the  bare  work;  that  Satan  might  get  no  advantage  after  it;  that  I  might  iiave  rejisor 
desire  more  such  days.  Then,  after  a  little  meditation  and  breathing,  I  went  to  prayer  a^ 
only  to  confess  my  sin  before  God,  and  to  set  my  soul  aa  before  the  Lord ;  labouring  to 
judge  and  loath  my  self  for  all  my  sin  from  fii^t  to  last.  God  helped  a  little;  but  Oh!  that 
my  heart  was  broken  in  pieces,  and  humbled  to  tlie  dust^  After  a  little  more  meditation,  I 
went  to  prayer  in  way  of  petition,  and  Ui.it  at  large.  Oh!  Lord,  hear  me,  and  give  me  the 
wisdom  that  I  want.  I  hope  God  will  heai',  pity,  pardon,  and  help  me.  After  a  little  mo;-3 
meditation,  I  fell  to  praise  and  bless  God  for  my  mercies,  by  sea  and  land ;  but  was  some- 
what short  in  this  part,  for  which  I  am  sorry.  .  At  last  I  conoladed  all  in  praying  for  the 
Chuivih  of  God  in  general,  for  London,  Lancashire,  and  Jjmrick;  and  for  New-England  also. 
Here  I  brought  all  my  relations  to  the  Lord.  Oh,  Lord,  accept  of  me  and  my  poor  services 
in  Clirist.  Oh!  that  I  may  watch  afterward,  and  never  more  be  sensual,  unbelieving,  proud, 
nor  hypocritical.     I*rd,  say  Amen.'" 

And  that  praises,  as  well  as  prayers  might  not  be  forgotten  with  him, 
I  find  him  once  particularly  in  his  diary  thus  expressing  himself: 


1691. — I  resolved,  through  the  grace  and  strength  of  Jesus  Christ,  even 
in  the  midst  of  all  my  sorrows  and  sinkings,  despairings  and  distractions,  to  keep  as  much  of 
this  day  as  I  eould  in  thanksgiving;  which  I  did;  but  eonld  not  go  thorow  with  it  through 
bodily  faintness.  I  spent  five  hours  somewhat  comfortably;  but  after  that  I  flagged.  J 
resolved  to  do  thi'ee  things :  First,  to  spend  some  time  in  praising  God  for  his  excellencies- 
God  was  wiib  me,  I  hope,  in  tJiat  part  of  it,  and  1  spent  my  self  so  much  therein,  that  I 
was  disabled  for  tJie  rest.  To  help  it  forward,  God  brought  to  hand  Mr,  Burroughs,  of  the 
nature  of  God;  I  bless  God  for  it.  After  that  I  went  to  prayer;  labouring  to  exalt  God; 
(it  was  a  good  time!)  after  that  I  sang  the  USOiPsslm.  SecowKy,  after  that  I  set  my  self 
to  bless  God  for  his  benefits  and  kindnesses  to  me.  £nt  being  spent,  I  did  not  much;  only 
going  to  prayer,  I  made  mention  of  some  mercies;  suchas  these,  viz:  for  Christ;  hiscovenant 
of  grace;  and  the  promises  of  it  (some  of  which  were  particularly  mentioned  and  pressed); 
also  my  education ;  my  manifold  preservations  by  land  and  sea  (especially  that  in  Ipswich  Bay) 
and  manifold  tedious  sicknesses  since;  for  the  long  day  of  God's  patience,  notwithstanding 
many  sins;  for  my  comfortable  provisions  all  along;  for  pre3ervir;g  his  gi'cat  name,  that  I    , 
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have  in  nothing  openly  dishonoured  it;  for  ray  success  and  acceptaneo  in  my  work;  for  my 
dear  wife,  that  I  hiid  her  so  long;  and  that  my  hrother  and  my  dear  wife  died  both  of  tliein 
glorifying  of  God;  they  are  in  heaven,  and  lam  out  of  hell!  that  I  have  hitherto  been  kept 
from  distraction  and  despair,  and  kept  to  my  work ;  that  I  have  any  friends  (in  this  sti'ange 
land),  and  any  in  my  family  to  mind  me  and  tend  me;  that  I  have  work  here,  and  oppor- 
tunities of  service;  for  my  sore  crosses  and  losses  of  late  afflictions  and  temptations,  hoping 
they  may  work  for  good.  ThJs'dly,  to  conclude  all,  with  a  chearfiU  accepting  of  Christ,  and 
devoting  my  self  to  his  service;  to  do  for  Mm,  that  had  done  all  this  for  me:  saying,  if  God 
would  help  mo  to  study,  he  should  have  all  the  glory  of  it." 

Thus  did  he  walk  with  Gotl. — ^His  ministry  was  very  acceptable  to  the 
people,  whose  good  lie  moat  aimed  at  wherever  lie  came:  great  auditor- 
ies usually  flocking  thereunto,  proclaimed  it.  But  that  he  might  not  be 
l^kd  up,  it  seemed  meet  unto  the  wisdom  of  Heaven  to  humble  him  with 
Bore  and  long  temptations,  often  recurring  to  buffet  him.  In  his  days,  he 
saw  many  disconsolate  hours;  he  was  filled  with  desponding  jealousies,  lest 
"after  he  had  preached  unto  others,  he  should  be  himself  a  cast-away;" 
and  lie  often  intreated  those  who  saw  the  distres.'^ea  of  his  mind,  "that 
they  would  by  no  means  take  up  any  prejudice  against  the  sweet  and 
good  ways  of  religion  ftom  what  they  saw  of  his  disconsolate  uneasinesses." 

It  may  be,  it  will  he  profitable  unto  some  discouraged  minds,  to  under- 
stand how  he  expresses  himself  on  such  occasions.  In  sermons  on  those 
words,  "lam  oppressed,  undertake  for  me,"  he  much  described  it  unto 
us.     But  in  his  diaries  it  was  thus: 

At  one  time. — ''  I  was  almost  in  ttie  svhurbs  of  hell  all  day ;  a  meer  Slagor  Missaiib.  I 
saw  (fera/ft  and  sin  full  of  terror:  I  thought  I  never  sought  the  glory  of  God;  Ahl  what  a 
matchless  wretoh  am  I!  Oh!  that  I  could  love  above  all  things,  and  seek  the  glory  of  God, 
and  live  contentedly  on  him  alonel  Oh!  that  I  eonld  see  the  blood  of  Christ  on  my  soul, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  my  profession.  Oh !  for  a  sight  of  the  mystery  and  mnjeaty  of  the 
grace  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ;  so  that  all  excellencies  might  fali  down  before  it!" 

At  ani^ker  time. — lam  in  a  woful  frame;  far  from  saying, with  Dr.  Avery,  'Here  I  He, not 
knowing  what  God  will  do  with  me;  but  though  I  thus  lie,  God  dofh  not  terrify  me,  either 
with  my  sin,  oi'  wilh  my  death,  or  wil^  himselC " 

At  anallter  time. — "1i  God  should  yet  save  my  soul,  and  his  work  in  my  hand,  it  would 
he  amazing.  There  is  a  may  he!  If  these  inwaid  troubles  hold,  I  shall  be  forced  to  lay 
down  my  work.  0  Loi'd,  stop  in  for  my  relief!  0  the  worth  of  the  sense  of  God's  love 
in  Christ!" 

At  another  thne. — "I  am  oppressed  unto  death,  and  filled  with  the  angry  arrows  of  God: 
it  ariseth  not  at  present  from  any  porticiijor  cause,  but  the  sense  of  my  woful  estate  in  gen. 
end.  Oh!  iJiat  the  issue  may  yet  be  yeizce,  and  that  I  may  not  fetch  comfort  unto  my  self 
but  hy  faith  in  Jesus  Christ." 

At  amfher  (ime^-"Oh !  that  Jesus  Christ  would  undertake  for  me  I  If  God  marvellously 
prevent  not,  I  shall  lay  down  my  work.  O  Lord,  appear!  OhI  for  one  saving  sight  of  the 
love  and  loveJinesa  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  wish  I  could  say,  as  my  dear  tutor  Dr.  Harrison  said, 
'That  he  could  not  live  a  day  vrithout  a  fresh  manifestation  of  God  unto  his  soul!'" 

At  another  time. — ''The  eclipse  of  the  moon  last  night  made  one  think,  'Oh!  that  I  could 
mourn  bitterly,  who  have  sinned  my  self  into  darkness!'  How  is  the  earth  interposiog! 
Lord,  lemoveit.     Let  the  Son  of  Righteousness  in  his  glory  and  strength  yet  be  seen  bvme!" 
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